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I'kl'lFACE  TO  Till'.  I'Tl'Tll  VOLUME. 


In  thii  present  volume  I  commence  the  history  of  "  Hritish 
rule  in  Canada ;  "  and  it  is  my  intention  to  continue  it  until  the 
I  ith  of  February,  1S41,  the  date  of  the  union  of  the  two  provinces 
established  by  the  Canada  Act  of  1791  [31  George  III.,  chap.  31]. 

As  half  a  century  has  since  elapsed,  it  may  be  affirmed  that  the 
passions  and  partisanship,  then  actively  felt,  are  no  longer  to  be 
recognisetl  in  the  form  which  gave  them  strength  ;  consequently, 
that  the  events  of  that  time  can  be  temperately  considered  without 
calling  forth  personal  ill-feeling,  or  political  rancour.  The  lines 
which  divided  opinion  have  been  swept  away,  new  party  com- 
binations have  come  into  prominence,  and  unforeseen  points  of 
ditference  have  arisen;  while  the  principles,  formerly  so  vehemently 
disputed  and  discussed,  have  assumed  the  formula  of  accepted 
truths.  There  is,  accordingly,  little  risk  of  awakening  the  suscep- 
tibilities of  any  present  relationship. 

This  volume  contains  the  narrative  of  the  events  which  followed 
the  peace  of  1763  to  the  siege  of  Quebec  by  the  troops  of  congress 
in  ^1775.  It,  likewise,  attempts  to  examine  the  influences  which 
contributed  to  the  American  Revolution,  to  some  extent  a  part  of 
Canadian  history,  the  province  being  brought  within  its  operation; 
a  consideration  which,  in  future  volumes,  will  demand  more  or  less 
detail  of  the  subsequent  events  up  to  the  treaty  of  Versailles. 
Indeed,  much  of  the  history  of  the  northern  part  of  the  United 
States  cannot  be  dissevered  from  that  of  Canada. 

I  have  felt  it  my  duty  to  publish  at  length  several  documents 
which  are  not  accessible  to  those  who  do  not  live  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood  of  established  libraries,  and  do  not  otherwise  possess 
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thu  muuns  ol  rt'lcrcnce  to  them.  Some  of  these  documents 
are  now  inuile  generally  known  for  the  first  time.  Tliey  cannot 
be  objected  to,  as  occupying  undue  space  ;  they  do  not  interfere 
with  the  narrative  ;  and  tliey  are  thus  brought  within  the  reach  of 
every  class  of  readers. 

It  will   be  my  endeavour  tt  complete  this  part  of  my  history  in 
three   additional   volumes,   to  appear  annually  during   the   three 

following  years. 

W.  K. 
Ottawa,  Canada, 

I  27  Stewart  Street, 

iblh  January,  1S92. 
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MAPS. 

1.  SKKI.KTON    MAI',    SHEVVINd    THE,    SEVERAL    FoRTS    IN    THE    WESTERN    TER- 

RITORY,   1763,   1764.       p.    I. 

Tlie  reader  is  likewise  referred  to  this  map,  for  tlie  extent  of  territory  nonli 
of  the  Ohio,  transferre(i  to  tiie  province  of  Canaila  l>y  the  <Jucbec  Act  ;  extending 
from  the  houndary  of  I'ennsylvania,  west  of  fort   Pitt  to  the  Mississippi. 

Vide  pp.  237,  256. 

2.  .Skeleton  Mai',  shewing  RotriE  i-olloweii  nv  .\rnoi.i)  in  his  Exi'e- 

UITION    AGAINST    (jUEHEC;    .SEPTKMliER,   OCTOBKR,    I775.       p.  476. 


IVolK.  — For  the  attack  on  Ticonderoga  and  Crown  Point  and  the  operations 
at  the  siege  of  Saint  Jolin's  [pp.  407  466]  the  reader  is  referred  to  Vol.  IV., 
p.  183  :  "■  Skeleton  Map  shewing  the  connection  of  lake  Ontario  and  the  river 
Saint  Lawrence  with  the  river  Hudson  and  lake  Champlain." 
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FROM  TIIH  KAkl.IKSr  DATK  OF  FRFNCFI   RULE. 


CHAPTER  I. 


The  definitive  treat}-  between  Great  IJritain  and  France,  of 
1763,*  did  luit  confer  on  North  America  the  [ieace  hoped  for  ; 
within  tlirce  iiuMi'ths  of  its  signature,  hostih"ties  broke  out  in  a 
tjuarter  wliere  they  were  tlie  least  expected.  As  the  power  of 
I'rance  liad  been  uprooted  from  the  seaboard  to  the  hdces,  it 
was  considered  that  there  was  no  lonjjjer  inducement  or 
encouragement  for  the  Indian  triiics,  wiiicli  in  llie  war  had 
ranged  themselves  on  the  side  of  Canada,  to  contiiuie  their 
fccUng  of  enmit}'  ;  on  the  contrary,  that  it  would  disappear 
with  the  intluence  which  had  nourished  it  into  being,  and  that 
British  power  would  be  accepted  by  tliem  unquestioned.  In 
the  cities  and  scttletl  parts  of  Canada,  many  of  the  new  subjects 
had  hoped  antl  believed,  that  at  the  peace,  the  colony  would  be 
restored  to  I"" ranee  ;  but  as  time  achanced  during  the  \'ears 
from  1759  to  1762,  when  Canada  was  held  as  a  conquered 
country,  this  feeling  became  much  modified.  The  considerate 
treatment  which  the  new  subjects  received,  generalK'  gained 
their  confidence,  cerlainU'  their  respect.  Their  religious  faith 
was  professed  without  interference  ;  their  habits  and  customs 
remained  unmodified  ;  civil  tlifferences  were  adjusted  in 
accordance  with  the  law  of  the  former  regime;  while  criminal 
justice  was  administered  according  to  the  merciful  procedure 
of  English  practice.  Population  ceased  with  the  island  of 
Montreal.     Some  slight  settlement  had   been   made  on    lie 

*   The  Ircaty  \v;is  .signed  the  loili  of  l'"el)iu.nry.     Tlie   first  attack  on    Detroit 
look  iil.ice  on  the  gih  of  May 
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Pen'ot,and  at  Vaudreuil,  but  the  country  remained  a  wilderness 
to  Detroit.  There  was  not  a  solitary  French  Canadian  estab- 
lished in  what  constitutes  the  present  province  of  Ontario. 
A  wearisome  navigation  through  the  Saint  Lawrence  and  lakes, 
of  nearly  six  hundred  miles,  formed  the  highway  to  the  first 
abode  of  civilization  at  Detroit.  During  the  five  months  of 
winter,  access  to  it  was  possible  only  on  snow-shoes.  A  few 
hundred  souls  were  gathered  here  without  schools  ;  removed 
from  the  world  ;  nursing  their  prejudices,  forming  their  convic- 
tions b\'  their  hopes  and  their  material  wants  ;  their  one  occupa- 
tion the  observance  of  their  ceremonial  religion,  which,  while  it 
bestowed  consolation,  was  the  limit  of  their  intellectual  life. 
With  this  segregated  small  community,  the  firm  conviction 
still  prevailed  that  in  a  few  months  the  ancFcnt  condition  of 
life  would  be  restored,  and  France  would  regain  the  sover- 
eignty she  had  only  temporarily  abandoned. 

A  chain  of  forts  was  constructed  on  the  Saint  Lawrence  to 
preserve  the  communication.  The  first  forts  to  be  met  with 
were  William  Augustus  at  the  head  of  the  rapids,  a  few  miles 
east  of  Ogdensburg,  and  Oswego,  on  the  south  shore  of  lake 
Ontario.  Thc^'  were  simply  militarj'  posts,  having  little  rela- 
tion with  the  west,  although  the  Albany  traders  made  Oswego 
their  starting  point  in  their  expeditions.  They  contained 
small  garrisons.  Oswego  had  been  re-esti.olished  in  1759, 
William  Augustus,  the  following  year,  on  that  fort  being  taken 
by  Amherst,  in  his  descent  to  Montreal.  Niagara  was  of 
greater  importance,  being  the  first  post  in  connection  with  the 
lakes,  and  it  formed  the  basis  of  supply  to  the  western  garri- 
sons. Two  secondary  forts  weru  in  connection  with  Niagara, 
one  at  the  foot  of  the  rapids,  where  Lewiston  now  stands,  one 
above  the  falls  at  fort  Schlosser,  opposite  the  mouth  of  the 
river  Welland  [Chippewa  creek].  These  three  forts  assured 
the  connection  between  lakes  Ontario  and  Erie.* 

The  communication  with  fort  Pitt,  at  the  forks  of  the  Ohio, 
was  maintained  by  the  three  forts  on  the  line  of  waters  to  the 
north.     Presqu'ile,  on   the  southern  shore  of  lake  Erie,  was 

*  Ante,  vol.  IV.,  p.  322. 
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the  first  of  the  series;  at  the  end  of  the  portage,  fort  Le  Bceuf 
was  constructed,  and  Venango  stood  at  the  junction  of  French 
creek  with  the  Alleghany.  It  was  the  route  established  by 
the  French  to  maintain  a  passage  from  the  lakes  to  the  Ohio. 
To  the  west  on  the  southern  shore  of  lake  Erie,  a  post  had 
been  placed  at  Sandusky.  Fort  Miami  was  situated  at  the 
head  of  the  portage  of  the  stream,  now  known  as  the  river 
Maumec,  which  discharges  into  the  sT)Uthwcst  angle  of  that 
lake:  the  portage  leads  to  the  Wabash, on  which  fort  Outa'non 
was  situated.  Further  down  on  this  stream  was  fort  Vincennes 
approximately  on  the  latitude  of  Saint  Louis  :  according  to 
the  memorandum  left  by  Gage,  this  post  was  not  visited  by 
the  British  traders.* 

Second  in  importance  to  Niagara  was  fort  Detroit,  on  the 
river  flowing  from  lake  Saint  Claire  to  lake  Erie,  about  five 
miles  from  the  mouth  of  the  former.  It  had  been  established 
on  the  site  it  occupied  in  i/Oi,  by  Lamothe  Cadillac.-f-  At 
this  date  it  formed  a  parallelogram  with  about  half  a  mile  of 
front,  surrounded  by  a  picket  fence  twenty-five  feet  high,  with 
a  bastion  at  each  corner  for  light  artillery,  and  a  block-house 
over  the  main  gateway.  It  contained  a  range  of  barracks, 
some  quarters  for  the  officers,  a  council  house  and  a  church. 
A  hundred  small  houses  were  included  in  the  enceinte.  The 
streets  were  narrow,  but  a  wide  passage  immediately  within 
the  pickets  ran  around  the  whole  extent  of  the  fort.  On  the 
west  of  the  river,  the  small  white-washed  cottages  of  the 
Canadians  extended  nearly  to  the  entrance  of  lake  Saint 
Claire,  about  two  miles,  and  for  two  miles  of  distance  below 
the  fort.  On  the  eastern  side,  settlement  commenced  nearly 
two  miles  lower  down,  and  was  continued  for  seven  iniles, 
skirting  it  to  the  lake.  The  settlement  was  confined  to  a 
single  line  of  dwellin";s  on  both  banks  of  the  river.  Rogers 
reported  the  number  of  souls  in  1760  to  be  about  one  thousand. 

There  were  no  forts  on  lake  Huron.     On  passing  through 
the  straits  of  Mackinaw,  the  first  to  be  met  was  Michillimack- 

*  Aiuc,  vol.  IX'.,  J).  455. 
+  Ante,  vol.  II.,  p.  40S. 
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inac,  on  the  western  shore  of  the  present  state  of  Michij^an, 
a  post  dependent  on  Detroit,  but  controlling  the  secondary 
posts  of  Green  bay,  Saint  Joseph  and  Saint  Mary.  Its  name 
has  been  derived  from  the  Indian  word  for  the  green  turtle, 
the  back  of  which  the  island  in  the  straits  is  said  to  resemble. 
It  had  been  established  nearly  a  century.  The  first  attempt  at 
settlement  was  the  mission  of  St.  Ignace,  founded  by  the  cele- 
brated Marquette  in  1661,  after  the  Sioux  had  broken  up  the 
Huron  mission  of  La  Pointe  at  lake  Superior.  The  mission 
was  subsequently  transferred  to  the  southern  shore,  and 
became  an  important  centre  of  the  more  western  fur  trade.  It 
is  best  remembered  as  the  basis  of  de  La  Salle's  operation  in 
his  descent  of  the  Mississippi  in  1679,  when  the  arrival  of  the 
"  Griffon  "  was  an  event  in  its  history.  The  post  at  the  head 
of  Green  bay,  to  the  west  of  lake  Michigan,  as  I  have  stated, 
was  held  as  an  outpost  of  Michillimackinac.  When  Jolliet 
and  Marquette  ascended  the  Fox  river  to  the  Mississippi,  in 
1673,  they  found  a  mission  established  at  its  head.  It  was 
known  to  the  French  as  /a  grande  bayc,  the  term  Green  bay 
being  a  corruption  of  this  name.  It  was  the  most  western 
post  on  these  waters  in  connection  with  Canada.  Fort  Saint 
Joseph  stood  at  the  south  of  lake  Michigan,  on  the  eastern 
shore,  at  the  mouth  of  the  river  Saint  Joseph.  It  had  been 
long  established,  the  original  post  having  been  constructed 
by  de  La  Salle.  There  was  no  attempt  by  the  British  traders 
to  extend  their  operations  further  west.  Outanon,  on  the 
Wabash,  held  as  a  post,  was  geographically  to  the  east,  access 
being  obtained  to  it  from  the  Maumee. 

The  French  still  remained  in  possession  on  the  east  of  the 
Mississippi,  retaining  Vincennes,  on  the  Wabash,  and  fort 
Chartres,  on  the  Mississippi.  The  trade  of  the  former  passed  to 
the  Ohio,  and  thence  to  the  Mississippi.  It  was  a  stockade  fort, 
situate  some  sixty  leagues  up  the  Wabash,  the  mouth  of  that 
river  being  sixty  leagues  from  the  mouth  of  the  Ohio,garrisoned 
by  twenty  soldiers  ;  and  some  few  inhabitants  were  gathered 
in  the  neighbourhood.*    Fort  Chartres  was  on  the  eastern  bank 

*  Can.  Aich.,  A.  &  W.  I.,  121. i,  p.  139. 
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of  the  Mississippi,  ninety  miles  north  of  the  mouth  of  the  Ohio, 
and  was  the  central  point  of  the  French  operations.  Settle- 
ment commenced  at  the  villatje  of  Kaskaskia,  on  the  tributary 
of  the  Mississippi  of  that  naine,  fallint^  into  the  main  stream 
some  six  miles  to  the  south.  This  villat^e,  the  most  import- 
ant of  the  Illinois  country,  was  situated  chiefly  on  the  left 
bank  of  the  stream.  A  f(M-t,  on  a  hei^dit  commandin<r  the 
town,  had  been  constructed  on  the  opp(^site  side.  Within  a 
mile  and  a  half  was  an  Indian  villa<;e  of  the  Illinois  ;  a  tribe 
described  as  lazy  and  fond  of  liquor,  with  a  population  of  about 
four  hundred.  Ascending  the  Mississippi  there  was  a  consid- 
erable village  called  Laprairiede  Roche.  Fort  Chartres,  on  the 
river  bank,  was  an  im])ortant  structure  built  of  stone  capable 
of  containing  three  hundred  men  antl  mounted  with  twenty 
cannon.  One  hundred  French  inhabitants  lived  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood. A  road  ran  along  the  Mississippi  at  a  varying 
distance,  to  Cahokia,  a  point  some  five  miles  below  the  present 
city  of  Saint  Louis,  with  about  one  hundred  and  twenty 
inhabitants.  Settlement  was  not  commenced  at  the  present 
site  of  Saint  Louis  until  1763.  In  August  of  that  year  Pierre 
Laclede,  whose  operations  were  conducted  from  New  Orleans, 
built  a  store  house  on  the  western  bank  of  the  river.  Previous 
to  this  date  the  trade  had  been  confined  to  the  eastern  bank, 
l-'our  hundred  negro  servants  are  reportetl  to  have  been 
domiciled  in  the  locality.  The  inhabitants  lived  in  tolerable 
comfort,  and  they  arc  spoken  of  as  making  good  wine  from 
the  wild  grape,  also  excellent  beer,  and  as  producing  much 
maple  .sugar.  In  case  of  emergenc}',  they  could  turn  out  one 
thousand  armed  men,  but  thepopulationwas  for  the  most  part  in 
movement,  fluctuating  between  New  Orleans  and  the  Illinoi.s. 
All  of  these  places  were  founded  by  Frenchmen  or  their 
descendants  from  New  Orleans.  After  the  Indian  peace  of 
1765,  the  majority,  with  the  Indians  in  the  neighbourhood, 
passed  over  to  the  western  bank  to  remain  under  Spanish  rule. 
They  have  little  connection  with  Canadian  history.  The  only 
ground  for  mention  of  them,  and  it  is  sufficiently  serious,  is 
their  continual  intrigues  in  inciting  the  Indians  to  attack  the 
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British  garrisons,  supplying  them  with  ammunition,  awaken- 
ing their  fears,  exciting  their  jealousy,  and  urging  them  to  be 
mischievous.  When  these  intrigues  were  foiled,  and  fort 
Chartres  became  a  British  garrison,  the  settlers  at  Cahokia 
crossed  the  river,  carrying  with  them  all  their  property  even 
to  the  frames  of  their  houses.  Chouteau,  another  Frenchman, 
obtained  some  prominence  with  Laclede,  in  the  establishment 
of  the  new  locality,  which  in  one  hundred  and  thirty  years  has 
been  developed  to  the  populous  city  of  Saint  Louis. 

These  settlements,  apparently  so  inconsiderable,  effected 
during  a  short  period,  important  consequences,  and  caused  a 
great  destruction  of  life  and  property.  It  was  from  the 
primary  impulse  communicated  by  these  few  traders,  in 
connection  with  those  of  New  Orleans,  interested  in  keeping 
matters  as  they  were,  that  the  Indians  were  excited  to 
hostility  against  the  British.  In  modern  times  Pontiac,  the 
Ottawa  chief,  has  been  named  as  the  originator  of  the  war 
which,  commencing  in  1763,  was  only  terminated  in  the 
autumn  of  the  following  year.  In  the  correspondence  of  the 
date,  his  name  appears  in  prominence  as  a  chief  of  remarkable 
ability,  and  as  possessing  qualities  not  ordinarily  found  in  the 
Indian.  There,  is  however,  no  evidence  to  establish  him  as 
the  central  figure  organizing  this  hostile  feeling,  having  as  its 
primary  object,  the  extirpation  of  the  white  race  in  the  Indian 
country.  Indeed,  the  whole  movement  is  traceable  to  French 
traders  on  the  Mississippi,  and  to  their  attempt  to  divert  the 
fur  trade  of  the  lakes  to  the  Missi.ssippi,  and  thence  to  New 
Orleans,  so  that  it  would  be  retained  in  French  hands.  The 
first  step  to  the  consummation  of  this  policy  was  to  destroy 
the  garrisons  which  offered  protection  to  the  trader,  so  that 
the  danger  of  conducting  any  enterprise  from  Philadelphia, 
Albany  and  Montreal,  would  lead  to  its  discontinuance.  To 
attain  this  end  it  was  necessary  to  set  in  a  flame  the  tribes  of 
the  west,  to  lead  them  to  act  in  unison,  and  declare  undying 
war  against  the  white  men  in  possession  of  Canada. 

Reports  of  an  uneasy  feeling  pervading  the  Indians,  from 
time  to  time,  reached  Amherst  in  New  York,  as  if  it  foreboded 
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trouble  and  disaffection,  but  he  could  not  entertain  the  idea 
that  there  was  serious  danger.  Me  believed  that  any  hostile 
Indian  demonstration  could  be  easily  repressed.  He  clung 
to  this  view  till  events  came  so  rapitlly  upon  him  that  he 
awoke  to  the  full  danger  of  the  situation.  In  August  1762 
sir  William  Johnson  had  addressed  the  lords  of  trade  on  the 
distrust  of  the  Indians,  stirred  up  by  the  hVcnch,  who  had 
persuaded  them  that  the  British  had  resolved  on  their  extir- 
pation, adducing  as  a  proof  of  this  design  the  occupation  of 
the  old  forts  and  the  creation  of  new  posts.* 

During  1761  Johnson  had  held  a  conference  with  the  Ottawa 
confederacy  at  Detroit,  and  to  a  great  extent  succeeded  in 
removing  their  prejudices;  at  the  same  time  liberally  making 
them  gifts.  It  was  this  principle  on  which  the  I'rench 
constantly  acted,  and  the  Indians  had  grown  to  look  upon 
these  gratuities  as  payment  for  permission  to  occupy  the 
post.s.  On  the  conclusion  of  the  war  the  doctrine  of  economy 
led  to  the  withdrawal  of  these  attentions,  for  in  such  light  the 
gifts  had  to  be  regarded;  and  the  Indians  began  to  look  upon 
the  friendship  of  the  British  as  of  little  account,  since  they 
could  reap  no  benefit  from  it.  Johnson  stated  the  case  in  a  few 
words.  "  The  too  general  opinion  which  has  lately  prevailed 
that  they  [the  Indians]  were  an  Enemy  of  very  little  power  or 
consequence,  &  not  worth  our  attention,  occasioned  their 
being  treated  throughout  the  Country  with  a  neglect  which 
never  fails  being  resented  by  them."  f 

The  Six  Nations  generally  continued  their  attachment  to 
the  British,  but  even  thej'  became  involved  in  the  common 
hostility.     The  villages  of  the  Seiiccas  were  on  the  extreme 

•  "  Your  Lordships  may  please  to  observe  by  my  letter  before  mentioned,  that 
I  therein  represented  the  jealousy  which  the  Indians  in  general  entertained  of  the 
mcre.ising  power  of  the  English  thro'  the  insiiniations  of  French  .Missionaries  & 
others  who  had  jiersuaded  them  that  we  proposed  their  entire  Extirpation,  to 
wiiich  they  in  a  great  measure  give  credit,  from  our  occupying  some  old  posts 
I'v:  erecting  new  ones  thro'out  their  Country,  the  necessity  of  which  they  could 
not  discover  since  the  reduction  of  Can.ida,  unless  they  were  to  promote  tlie 
design  which  they  suspected  was  in  agitation."     N.Y.  Doc,  VII.,  j).  525. 

+  N.V.  Doc,  VIE,  p.  526. 
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west  of  these  tribes  near  Niaj^ara,  and  they  had  constantly 
received  presents  from  the  I'rench.  They  were  still  ministered 
to  by  zealous  missionaries,  a  relationship  which,  joined  to  the 
fact  of  the  nc^dect  they  were  experiencinfj,  confirmed  their 
devotion  to  the  ancient  alliance  aiul  led  to  their  participation 
in  the  prevailin<f  discontent.  One  assurance  was  particularly 
enforced  by  those  attcniptinif  to  influence  them,  that  Canada 
would  never  be  abandoned  by  I'^rance  ;  antl  these  tribes  were 
confidently  told  that  in  a  few  months,  a  I'^rench  army  and  fleet 
woukl  be  in  the  .Saint  Lawrence  to  retake  the  country. 

An  no  effort  was  made  on  the  part  of  the  British  authori- 
ties to  satisfy  the  Indian  mind,  and  no  presents  were  given  to 
conciliate  it,  the  western  tribes  became  more  impressible  to 
the  belief  in  the  tlanger  which,  the  I'^ench  traders  declared, 
was  threatening  them.  Indeed,  at  Albany  and  New  York 
there  was  an  entire  misconception  of  the  situation.  The  repre- 
sentations of  Johnson  as  to  the  Indian  power  of  mischief 
fell  upon  deaf  ears  ;  and  although  that  able  man  made  every 
possible  exertion  to  remove  the  discontent  of  the  tribes,  not 
possessing  means  to  make  the  presents  he  desired  to  offer,  he 
was  unable  to  dissipate  the  feeling  of  dissatisfaction  and 
unfriendliness.  On  his  part  there  was  no  misapprehension  as 
to  the  source  of  the  evil.  1  le  knew  perfectly  the  extent  which 
Indian  jealousy  and  hate  could  be  appealed  to,  likewise 
that  it  was  not  simply  the  missionary  and  trader  who  were 
active  in  encouraging  the  outbreak.  After  the  news  of  the 
attack  on  Detroit,  he  reported  to  the  lords  of  trade  that  he  was 
well  informed  that"  the  Mississaugas  and  Ciiippewas  had  been 
greatly  encouraged  b}'  officers  sent  among  them  from  the 
governor  of  New  Orleans." 

The  Ottawas,  and  even  the  Six  Nations,  regarded  the  terri- 
tory on  which  they  were  domiciled  as  their  own  property  ; 
they  looked  upon  the  posts  established  by  the  French  as 
concessions  made  by  themselves  for  their  own  convenience, 
the  more  so,  as  they  were  k'cpt  in  good  humour  by  continual 
presents.  On  the  Ohio  the  Shawances  and  Delawares  were 
unfriendly  to  the  British.     Their  previous  friendship  had  been 
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entirely  transferred  to  the  French,  and  they  recollected  the 
part  the)' had  pla)cd  in  1759,  when,  leil  by  I-'rench  officers, 
they  had  desolated  the  I'eniisylvaniaii  frontier.  Durini;  this 
period  several  of  their  number  had  been  killed.  The  spirit  of 
Indian  rcven^^e  had  kept  the  meinory  of  these  events  alive; 
and  if  these  tribes  could  be  brou<,dit  to  act  in  unison  with  the 
more  northern  confederacy,  they  would  briivj;  fornu'dablc 
strciif^th  to  the  cause.  At  this  date  Johnson  rcportetl  that 
the  Si.v  Nation  confederacy  was  four  thousand  in  number, 
and  the  Ottawas  and  (  hippewas  were  al.so  about  four  thousand. 
C)\vin<4-  to  the  Ljcncral  character  of  the  Indian  outbreak,  and 
the  Ioiil;'  and  persistent  attack  on  Detroit,  durin<j  which  the 
1,'arrison  was  cut  off  from  the  outer  world,  the  name  of  the 
Ottawa  chief,  I'ontiac,  has  obtained  great  prominence.  Years 
afterwards  stories  concerning;"  him  were  told  by  men  in  their 
old  age,  who,  as  boys  and  youths,  were  then  li\ingin  Detroit, 
which,  in  my  jutlgment,  have  given  a  fictitious  imi^ortancc  to 
his  character.  L'luloubtedly  he  obtained  the  sympatlu' of  the 
many  French  Canadians  established  on  the  Detroit  river,  by 
whom  the  surrender  of  the  fort  by  de  Bellaitre  had  been 
witnessed  with  grief.* 

Pontiac  does  not  appear  in   ;uiy  way  in  history  until  the 


*  Writers  of  authority  have  traced  to  Pontiac's  genius,  activity  and  influ- 
ence, the  consuniinalion  of  liie  ur.ioii  of  llie  western  tribes  wit!)  tliose  of  the  lakes 
in  1763,  in  the  alteni|it  to  exi)el  tlie  Hritisli  from  the  forts  held  by  them.  It  is 
customary  to  speak  of  those  dark  days  as  the  "  Conspiracy  of  I'ontiac."  I  cannot 
accept  the  belief  that  they  can  he  assi{;ned  to  any  other  cause  but  French  inspira- 
tion, this  remarkable  man  being  one  of  its  instruments.  The  theory,  liiat  with  the 
view  of  furthering  the  interests  of  his  race,  and  dreading  that  it  would  disappear 
before  the  advance  of  the  Ihitish,  he  formed  the  policy  of  destroying  every  white 
man  present  in  the  territory  as  a  soldier,  or  trader,  is  in  my  humble  judgment  not 
only  inadmissible,  but  contradicted  by  evidence.  The  impression,  once  made  upon 
the  Indian  mind  of  the  necessity  of  such  a  policy,  suggested  that  terrorism  should 
be  enlisted  to  make  the  reappearance  of  the  hated  race  impossible.  I'ontiac  was 
simply  a  man  produced  by  the  influences  amid  which  he  lived,  and  his  was  not  the 
mind  which  formulated  the  character  they  assumed.  As  the  complications 
increased,  he  came  into  prominence  from  his  energy  of  purpose  and  undoubted 
ability,  and  to  some  extent  he  may  have  moulded  the  direction  of  the  events  in 
which  he  took  so  prominent  a  part.  I  refer  to  the  official  records  of  this  date  in 
support  of  my  view. 
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sie^c  of  Detroit  in  1763.  I  Ic  was  met  by  Rogers  at  Cayjihoga 
river,  the  present  Cleveland,  in  Ohio,  on  the  nif^'ht  of  the 
17th  of  November,  1760,  when  Rogers  was  proceeclin^^  to  tal<e 
possession  of  fort  bctroit,  after  the  capitulation  of  Montreal. 
There  was  nothing  remarkable  in  the  meeting'.  A  party  of 
Ottawa  Indians,  who  had  arrived  at  Detroit,  came  to  thecanp, 
when  Rogers  explained  to  them  that  Canada  had  capitulated 
to  the  Ikitish,  and  invited  some  of  their  chiefs  to  be  present 
at  the  surrcntler  of  the  h'rench  t^arrison.  They  replied  in  the 
Indian  fashion  that  they  would  meet  him  in  the  morning. 
Rogers  was  not  the  man  to  be  surprised,  indeed  he  hail  little 
to  fear,  for  his  force  consisted  of  two  hundred  men  ;  neverthe- 
less he  remained  on  his  guard  during  the  night.  In  the  morn- 
ing the  Ottawas  appeared,  when  they  informed  him  that  they 
would  send  some  of  their  younger  men,  the  elder  remaining 
to  hunt  for  their  wives  and  children.  Rogers  gave  them  a 
belt  ;  the  meeting  was  perfectly  amicable.  Owing  to  the 
stress  of  weather,  Rogers  was  unable  to  leave  until  the  12th. 
During  the  four  days  he  remained  the  Ottawas  plentifully 
supplied  the  detachment  with  wild  turkeys  and  veni.son,  for 
which  i^aymcnt  was  made.  The  meeting  was  entirely  unevent- 
ful, and  only  calls  for  mention  on  account  of  the  statement 
that  at  this  early  date  I'ontiac  gave  indications  of  his  hostility, 
and  from  the  false  impression  entertained  concerning  it. 
Pontiac's  name  is  not  mentioned  in  the  narrative.* 


*  I  am  aw.ire  tliat  a  difTereiit  account  of  this  meeting  has  l)een  given  by 
Rogers,  anil  its  accepliuu-e  has  led  to  the  view  from  which  I  dissent.  There  are 
two  worl<s  publislied  nnder  Rogers'  name.  I  use  this  expression,  for  it  may  be 
doulUed  if  eillier  was  actually  wrillen  by  him.  We  learn  from  sir  William 
Johnson  [N'.V.  l)oc.,VIl.,  p.  989]  that  "as  he  (Rogers)  is  a  very  illiterate  man  he 
found  it  necessary  to  engage  some  person  to  do  business  for  him,"  and  we  are  told 
that  Johnson  knew  him  "since  1755,  when,  finding  him  an  active  man,  I  raised 
him  to  the  Rank  of  a  provincial  Officer."  His  first  work,  ''Journals  of  the  several 
Excursions  he  made  under  the  Generals  who  commanded  in  America  during  the 
late  war,  London,  1765,"  is  the  one  followed  in  the  text  [pp.  187-188.]  It  is 
und(>ui)le(lly  a  work  of  value,  aiul  is,  to  all  appearance,  what  it  represents  to  be, 
based  on  his  notes  taken  at  the  dale  of  tlie  events  he  records,  and  is  gener- 
ally borne  out  by  ofTicial  documents.  The  second  book,  "A  concise  history  of 
North  America,"  of  the  same  year,  is  evidently  a  bookseller's  venture  and  is  worth- 
less.    Wrillen  after  Tontiac's  name  had  obtained  some  notoriety,  forgetting  the 
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Iiuicpcndciitly  of  the  ciiiiiity  of  the  Iiuhans,  the  ('I'uii'ulian 
settlers  of  Detroit  were,  for  the  most  part,  stroii{^ly  disaffected 
to  the  new  government.  After  hostihties  at  Detrcwt  hail  com- 
menced, major  Gladwin,  the  officer  in  command,  placed  on 
record  his  estimate  of  those  by  whom  he  was  surrounded.* 
After  two  months  of  sietje,  he  hail  learnetl  to  ilistiiiLjuish  fricn  d 
from  foe.  The  habitants  of  Detroit  aiiled  the  traders  in  the 
dissemination  of  the  false  report,  that  a  French  army  and  lleet 
were  looked  for  in  the  Saint  Lawrence,  and  that  a  force 
would  arrive  from  the  Illinois.  Gladwin  described  these 
traders  as  from  Montreal  ;  the  probability  is  that  they  were 
from  the  Mi;;sissippi.  When  Gladwin  received  news  of  the 
peace,  and  made  it  public  'v  proclamation  in  the  hope  of 
qiiietin<^  the  feelin;^  of  those  "inj;  hostility,  he  was  met  by 
a  lieliberate  contradiction.  1  \  as  stated  that  the  news  was 
false,  and  an  invention  to  kec|  .ac  Indians  quiet  by  awaken- 
ing their  fears. 

The  Canadian  voyageurs  to  the  west  of  Detroit  were  ecpially 


sober  and  lutural  accouiu  of  the  interview  in  his  journal,  Rogers  represents  his 
nieetiiifj  witli  I'onti.Tc  in  a  totally  dilTorent  lii;ht.  It  is  impossible  that  any  such 
event  could  have  happened.  The  account  given  of  Indian  life  is  mythical  to  the 
extent  of  beinjj  ridiculous,  an  assertion  easy  to  establish  by  reference  to  any 
contemporary  writer.  One  seiUence  is  sufficient  to  prove  the  valueless  character  of 
this  volume.  "The  Indians  on  the  lakes  are  generally  at  peace  one  with  another, 
having  a  wide,  extended,  fruitful  country,  in  their  possession.  They  are  formed 
into  a  sort  of  empire,  and  the  emperor  is  elected  from  the  eldest  tribe,  which  is  the 
Otiavvas,  some  of  whom  inhabit  near  our  fort,  at  l)elioit,  but  are  mostly  further 
westward  towards  the  Mississippi.  Pontiack  is  their  present  kingor  emjieror,  who 
has  certainly  the  largest  empire  and  greatest  authority  of  any  Indian  chief  that  has 
appeared  on  the  continent  since  our  aciiuaintauce  with  it.  He  i)Uts  on  an  air  of 
majesty  and  princely  grandeur,  and  is  greatly  honoured  and  revered  by  his  sub- 
jects. He  not  long  since  formed  a  design  of  uniting  all  the  Indian  nations 
together  under  his  authority,  but  miscarried  in  the  attempt." 
'  The  second  account  of  the  meeting  with  I'ontiac  is  to  be  found  on  pp.  241-245. 
The  only  explanation  of  its  extravagance  is,  that  it  is  the  work  of  one  who  knew 
nothing  of  what  he  was  writing. 

*  8th  July,  1763.  Can.  Arch.,  A.  &  \V.  I.,  98.1,  p.  305.  "It  will  Appear 
ere  long  that  One  Half  of  the  Settlement  merit  a  Gibbet,  and  the  Other  Half 
ought  to  be  Decimated.  Nevertheless  there  is  some  I  lonest  men  among  them 
to  whom  I  am  Infinitely  Obliged  ;  I  mean,  sir,  Monsieur  Navarre,  the  two  Babys 
&  my  Interpreters,  St.  Martin  &  La  Bute." 
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unfriendly.  Established  in  small  numbers  in  the  neiijhbour- 
hood  of  several  of  the  posts,  from  time  to  time  roaming 
through  the  territory,  they  readily  believed,  as  their  hope 
suggested,  that  France  would  retain  possession  of  Canada. 
These  men  were  without  education  beyond  the  matter  of  their 
material  requirements,  and  the  observance  of  the  duties 
enforced  by  their  church  ;  and  as  in  the  case  of  the  Acadians, 
loyalty  to  their  past  nationality  was  enforced  as  a  religious 
obligation.  Their  connection  with  Montreal  was  slight,  being 
confined  to  the  spring  arrival  of  stores,  and  to  the  departure 
of  the  canoes  which  descended  at  the  close  of  the  navigation  ; 
their  world  was  the  forest  by  which  they  were  surrounded. 

The  whole  of  1 761 -1762  was  given  to  the  development  of 
the  plot,  the  design  of  which  was  the  destruction  of  every 
western  post.  It  was  even  hoped  that  Niagara  might  be  sur- 
prised by  the  aid  of  the  Senecas,  antl  that  the  territory  w-est  of 
lake  Ontario  would  revert  to  Indian  domination.  In  spite  of 
he  cuiuiing  with  which  the  movement  had  been  made,  it  had 
attracted  attention.  It  has  been  said  that  Gladwin  was  taken 
by  surprise  at  DetnMt  ;  the  contrary  is  proved  by  his  ov/n 
letter  in  April,  representing  the  Indians  as  iP  disposed  and 
expressing  great  discontent  and  likeh'  to  give  trouble.*  He 
also  sent  intelligence  of  the  report  to  forts  Pitt,  Sandusky, 
and  l'res(|u'ile.  It  is  an  act  of  injustice  to  this  able  and  good 
.soldier  to  attribute  to  him  either  want  of  caution  or  failure  to 
estimate  correctly  the  emergencies  he  would  be  called  upon 
to  meet.  In  no  respect  was  he  found  wanting  in  the  hour  of 
trial.  That  such  was  the  case  may  be  attributed  to  the  pre- 
science with  which  he  foresaw  the  shadow  which  was  to  fall 
upon  him,  in  these  trying  times,  steatlily  advancing.  He 
girded  himself  with  determination  to  meet  the  danger,  and 
when  the  blow  fell  his  resolution  obtained,  as  so  often  hap- 
pens, the  reward  of  gallantry  and  constancy  of  purpose,  that 

•  Gliuhvin  to  Amherst,  20th  April,  1763.  After  reporting  liie  Shawaiiets  and 
Delawares  to  he  ill  disposed,  he  adds  :  "They  Say  we  mean  to  make  Slaves  of 
them  by  Taking  so  many  Posts  in  the  Country,  antl  that  they  h.ad  better  Attempt 
Something  now  to  Recover  their  liberty  than  wait  until  we  were  better  Estab- 
lished."    [Can.  Arch.,  A.  &  W.  I.,  98. i,  p.  79.] 
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of  seeing  his  arrogant  and  savage  foe  humbly  sue  for  peace 
and  forgiveness. 

The  first  act  of  positive  hostility  took  place  on  the  9th  of 
May,  1763.  Before  the  expiration  of  six  weeks  eight  of  the 
secondary  forts  had  been  descroycd,  the  small  garrisons  killed 
or  made  prisoners,  the  whole  western  territory  in  the  flame 
of  revolt,  and  more  or  less  the  scene  of  Indian  outrage.  At 
Detroit  only,  Pontiac  came  into  prominence.  The  writer  of  a 
MS.,  recording  what  took  place  during  the  attack,  to  which  I 
consider  more  weight  ought  to  be  given  than  has  been  accorded 
to  it,*  describes  Pontiac  as  vindictive  by  nature  and  easily 
offended.  He  had  received  from  major  Gladwin  some  treat- 
ment which,  having  been  construed  into  an  insult,  had  rankled 
in  his  mind  :  accordingly  he  was  more  disposed  to  listen  to 
the  promptings  of  the  Mississippi  traders,  lie  undoubtedly 
played  an  important  part  before  Detroit :  with  the  exception 
that  from  time  to  time  he  was  sending  messengers  among 
the  other  tribes  to  induce  them  to  join  in  his  enterprise,  and 
foment  the  enmity  to  which  he  tenaciously  adheretl,  I  fail  to 
see  the  evidence  that  he  was  the  originator  and  prime  inover 


•  The  I'ondiak  MS.  is  published  in  English  in  the  Michig.an  pioneer  collections 
[VIH.,  266,  339.]  Tho  original  is  in  French  ami  in  possession  of  the  Historical 
.Society  of  Michigan.  It  is  in  reality  a  journal  of  what  took  place  during  the 
attack,  the  events  liei';g  noted  day  l)y  day  until  the  defeat  of  Dalyell's  attempted 
surprise.  Commencing  on  tiie  7th  of  May  it  is  continued  to  Sunday,  the  31st  of  July, 
It  may  be  inferre<l  that  tiie  narrative  was  subsecpiently  expanded  from  a  roughly 
kept  journal.  In  my  humble  judgment  the  relation  is  worthy  of  credit,  especially 
as  to  what  hajipened  during  the  months  of  the  siege.  The  name  of  the  chief  in  this 
narrative  is  spelt  "  I'ondiak."  In  the  oftlcial  correspondence  he  is  mentioned  boih 
as  ''  I'ondiak  "  and  "  I'ontiac."  I  follow  the  latter  form  as  established  by  Mr. 
Parkman.  I  am,  however,  unable  to  attach  weight  to  the  other  narratives  given 
in  the  "Michigan  I'ioneer  collections,"  VIII.,  pp.  341  et  si-q.  Mrs.  Melodic, 
living  in  1824,  had  just  been  married  in  1763,  and  w  probably  fourteen  or 
fifteen.  Charles  Gouin,  seventy-two  in  1824,  was  at  the  time  eleven.  Gabriel 
St.  Aubyn  was  fifteen  years  old.  I'arent  was  a  young  man  of  aliout  twenty-one. 
I'ellier  was  sixteei\  years  old.  A  Major  Thompson  Max  we'.,  is  given  as  an  authority. 
The  inference  is  that  he  was  not  present  during  the  operations,  and  his  statement 
may  be  regarded  as  a  fable.  These  narratives  are  in  many  cases  at  variance 
with  established  facts,  an<l  are  entirely  out  of  accord  with  each  other.  They  are 
otherwise  unauthenticated  ;  and  I  am  of  opinion  little  reliance  can  be  placed  on 
any  of  the  statements  they  contain. 
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of  the  organization.  His  own  tribe,  the  Ottawas,  were  easily 
led  to  the  acceptance  of  his  views,  but  without  allies  its 
numbers  were  unequal  to  any  serious  attempt.  Pontiac 
accordingly  appealed  to  the  Chippcwas  ;  their  chief  Xinevois 
fell  entirely  under  his  influence.  Even  with  this  increase  of 
force,  the  number  only  amounted  to  four  hundred:  the 
attempt  consequently  was  made  to  induce  the  Hurons  to  join 
him.  After  some  hesitation  an  alliance  with  a  portion  of  the 
tribe  was  effected. 

These  preparations  were  succeeded  by  a  general  council, 
held  on  the  27th  of  April,  1763,011  the  river  Ecorce,  a  few 
miles  south  of  Detroit.  This  was  largely  attended.  The 
numbers  present  suggesting  confidence  in  the  undertaking, 
the  resolution  was  formed,  that  before  the  arrival  of  the  spring 
canoes  the  fort  should  be  attacked,  and  that  Pontiac  should 
obtain  admission  on  some  friendly  pretence,  to  observe  its 
strength  and  w  eakness.  The  garrison,  under  the  command 
of  major  Gladwin,  of  the  80th  regiment,  consisted  of  about 
120  men  of  all  ranks,  of  the  39th  regiment:  some  forty  fur 
traders,  with  their  attendants,  remained  within  the  enclosure, 
almost  all  of  whom  were  Erench  Canadians. 

Major  Henry  Gladwin  had  seen  much  service.  He  had 
arrived  in  Braddock's  expedition  in  1755  ;  his  name  appears 
in  the  list  of  wounded  of  the  48th  regiment,  in  which  he  served 
as  a  lieutenant.  He  obtained  his  captaincy  in  the  80th,  and 
became  major  of  that  regiment  ;  he  had  been  present  in  the 
expedition  of  Amherst,  of  1760,  which  ended  in  the  capitula- 
tion of  Montreal.* 

His  character  is  best  made  known  by  the  record  of  his 
gallant  defence  of  the  fort  he  commanded. 

On  the  1st  of  May,  Pontiac,  with  forty  of  his  tribe,  presented 
himself  at  the  chief  entrance,  and  asked  that  he  and  the  chiefs 
might  be  permitted  to  perform  their  dance  as  a  token  of 
peace  and  amity  ;  they  were  admitted.     Thirty  joined  in  the 


*  He  afterwards  acted  asdeputy-adjutaat-geiicral  during  tlie  revolutionnry  war. 
He  died  a  iii.njnrgciicral,  at  his  jilace  at  .Stul)l)iiig,  near  Chesterfield,  in  Derby,  in 
1791. 
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dance;  the  remaining  ten  roamed  through  the  fort,  appar- 
ently to  gratify  their  curiosity,  in  reaHty  to  observe  any  weak 
point  of  attack.  The  dance  (jver,  the  Indians  took  their  leave. 
I  have  mentioned  that  towards  the  end  of  April,  Gladwin 
had  drawn  the  attention  of  Amherst  to  the  unsettled  condition 
of  Indian  feeling.  His  intelligence  nnist  have  been  received 
through  the  loyal  portion  of  the  Canadians  in  the  neighbour- 
hood, and  he  was  again  indebted  to  them  for  more  important 
information.  He  learned  that  it  was  the  intention  to  surprise 
the  fort,  and  he  took  cver\'  ]Mccaution  to  guard  against  treach- 
ery and  simulated  friendship:  he  was  resolved  at  least  that  he 
should  not  be  attacked  under  the  mask  of  Indinn  ceremony, 
and  that  the  enemy  should  fuid  the  garrison  with  arms  in 
their  hands.  As  he  himself  stated,  he  was  "luckily  informed" 
of  the  intended  surprise,*  and  he  took  ample  steps  to  guard 
against  it.  He  heard  from  some  source,  which  has  not  been 
clearly  stated,  that  the  Indians  were  filing  off  the  tops  of  the 
barrels  of  their  muskets,  so  that  they  could  be  concealed  under 
their  blankets.  The  design  was,  that  Pontiac  was  to  demand 
a  council,  at  which  he  would  attend  with  sixty  warriors  simi- 
larly armed,  and  on  a  given  signal  they  were  to  shoot  down 
the  officers  present.  The  remaining  Indians  admitted  to 
the  barrack  yard,  not  included  in  the  council,  on  hearing  the 
firing,  should  attack  the  soldiers  and  British  trailers,  but  spare 
the  Canadians.  The  plan  had  been  accepted  in  a  council  held 
after  the  dance  of  the  ist  of  May,  at  the  Pottawattamie  village 
in  the  neighbourhood.  In  his  address  on  this  occasion,  Pontiac 
complained  that  their  wants  were  no  longer  supplied  as  in  the 
time  of  the  French  ;  that  the  iMiglish  had  doubled  the  price  of 
goods  and  would  give  no  credit  ;  that  when  anything  was 
asked  for  the  sick,  it  was  refused.  It  was  plain,  he  added,  that 
the  Englishman  desired  the  death  of  the  Indian,  and  thcref(M-e 
he  himself  must  be  destroyed.  The  belts  received  from  the 
king  of  France  told  them  to  strike.  The  French  Canadians 
would  not  interfere;  thcj'  had  not  been  made  acipiainted  with 
the  Indian  design,  for  they  were  without  arms.     If  any  French 

*  Gladwin  to  Amherst,  14th  May,  1763,   Can.  Aicli.,  .\.  ^:  \V.  I.,  98.1,  136. 
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took  the  part  of  the  iMiii^lish,  they  should  be  .struck  down  as 
the  friends  they  joined.  Pontiac  informed  the  council  that 
he  had  sent  belts  to  the  Chippevvas  of  Saginaw,  tlic  Ottawas, 
of  Michilliijiackinac,  and  of  the  river  la  Tranche.* 

Major  Maxville  is  responsible  for  the  statement  that  news 
of  the  proposed  treachery  of  Pontiac  was  brought  by  a  young 
Ojibeway  squaw  in  the  habit  of  visiting  Gladwin's  quarters  ; 
and  that  on  the  afteri.oon  of  the  sixth  she  informed  him  that 
the  Indians  were  filing  down  their  guns  so  that  they  could  be 
concealed.  The  writer  of  the  MS.  states  that  the  information 
was  given  by  Mahigama,  an  Ottawa  Indian.  lie  also  men- 
tions the  report  that  the  design  was  first  made  known  by 
a  Saultcur  woman,  who  was  seized  by  Pontiac's  orders,  but 
afterwards  released.  Mrs.  Mcloche  and  Peltier  both  tell  us 
that  an  old  squaw  named  Catherine  was  really  the  informer. 
Charles  Gouin  relates  that  his  father  sent  a  messenger,  Jacques 
Chovin,  to  Campbell,  to  acquaint  him  with  Pcjntiac's  treach- 
erous designs.  Gabriel  St.  Aubin  says  that  his  mother,  cousin 
to  La  Butte,  the  interpreter,  gave  the  information  to  the  latter, 
who  reported  it  to  Gladwin  ;  a  statement  which  appears  the 
most  natural.  The  story  of  the  young  Ojibeway  squaw,  told 
b)'  Maxwell,  is  uttcrh-  unauthcnticated,  and  in  my  judgment 
must  be  rejectetl.  It  has  also  been  said  that  Gladwin  learned 
Pontiac's  design  from  the  liabys.  There  had  been  no  previous 
dispute  to  awaken  Indian  feeling,  no  ground  of  discontent,  no 
demand  for  a  (juestionable  right  refused. 

On  the  surface  all  was  peace  and  confidence.  Pontiac  had 
been  even  ostentatiously  demonstrative  in  his  professions  of 
friendship.  But  his  treason  had  been  carefully  planned,  and 
his  murderous  design  deliberately  conceived.  Secrecy  had 
been  enforced,  but  perfect  concealment  of  what  was  taking- 
place  was  impossible. 

The  name  of  the  informant  has  remained  unknown,  but 
whatever  the  source  of  the  information,  Gladwin  gave  it 
credence  and  prepared  to  meet  the  emergency.  The  guards 
were  doubled  ;  the  night  preceding  the  anticipated  event  was 

*  The  present  river  'I'hames. 
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passed  ill  ii;rcat  anxiety.  At  daylii^ht  the  whole  garrison  was 
jilaced  under  arms  ;  the  stores  of  the  traders  were  closed,  they 
and  their  men  remainini^  armed  within  the  picket  fence.  The 
fort  gates  were,  however,  left  open  as  usual,  and  the  Indians 
and  squaws  came  in  singly  or  in  pairs,  as  was  their  custom, 
and  no  interference  took  place  with  their  usual  habits.  .At 
ten  o'clock  Pontiac,  with  fifty  warriors,  presented  himself  at 
the  fort.  When  he  had  [)erformed  his  dance  of  peace  on  the 
1st,  he  had  notified  (jladwin  that  on  a  future  occasion  he 
would  pay  a  formal  visit.  On  entoring  tlie  gate  he  saw  the 
whole  force  on  parade,  apparently  for  the  purpose  of  being 
drilled.  Gladwin  describes  Pontiac  as  being  so  surprised  that 
he  would  scarcely  take  a  scat  at  the  council.  The  Indians, 
however,  rccoveix-d  their  composure,  and  Pontiac  made  a 
speech,  which  Gladwin  answered  calml)-,  without  intimating 
any  suspicion  of  his  bad  intentions.  Some  trifling  presents 
were  given  to  the  chiefs,  and  they  left.* 

Monday,  the  gth  of  May,  was  the  first  of  the  Rogation  da\s, 
a  Roman  Catholic  church  festival,  and  all  the  inhabitants  of 
the  settlement  attended  grand  mass.  Many  of  the  Indians 
were  present.  .At  its  conclusion,  Pontiac,  attentlcd  by  a  large 
following  of  the  tribe,  endeavoured  to  enter  by  the  front  gate  ; 
he  found  it  closed.  lie  (.lemanded  admittance;  he  was 
informed  that  he,  with  a  few  f)f  the  chiefs,  could  come  in,  but 
the  remainder  must  remain  without.  Pontiac  turned  away 
with  passionate  rage  and  strotle  towards  his  followers,  many 
of  whom,  at  some  little  distance,  had  remained  lying  fiat  upon 
the  ground.  They  leaped  up  and  ran  off,  in  the  words  of 
the  report,  "ycli)ing  like  so  many  devils."  They  rushed 
towards  a  Ikhisc  where  an  iMiglishwoman  lived  with  her 
family  ;  the  inmates  were  immediately  killed  and  scal[)ed.  A 
former  non-commissioned  officer,  who  had  established  himself 
on    lie  Cochon,  near    lake   Saint   Claire,  met  the  same  fate. 

•  (jladwin  f;iv(!s  ilio  total  mimher  of  Iiiclians  present  at  three  luiiKiieil.  The 
statemciU  lliat  (lladwiii  rose  from  liis  seat  ami  opL'iieil  Poiitiac's  l)I,iiiket  ami 
expose<l  ills  miisket,  is  not  only  not  authenticaleil,  hut  at  variance  with  Gladwin's 
own  slalenient. 
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That  iiitjht  the  garrison  heard  that  two  officers,  sir  Robert 
Danvers  and  h'eutcnant  Robertson,  who  were  enj^agcd  in 
taking  soundings  at  the  discharge  of  hike  Saint  Claire,  above 
Detroit,  in  an  examination  to  find  the  channel,  had  been 
seized  and  murdered. 

Early  on  the  dawn  of  the  succeeding  morning,  the  whole 
force  of  the  Indians  surrounded  the  fort;  placing  themselves 
under  cover  of  the  barns  and  fences,  and  bushes,  they  kept  up 
a  continual  fire.  The  defenders  could  see  none  oftheenemj^ 
.Some  outbuildings,  at  no  great  distance,  offered  them  protec- 
tion ;  fortunate!}'  for  the  defence  they  were  set  on  fire  by  red 
hot  spikes  from  tiie  guns,  when  the  spot  was  abandoned.  This 
attack  lasted  six  hours.  None  other  was  repeated  with  this 
lengthened  pertinacity  ;  the  fort,  however,  remained  blockaded 
on  all  sides,  subject  to  periodical  fusilades  of  .some  hours,  and 
tlic  garrison  was  cut  off  from  all  communication  with  the  east. 
What  cattle  I'ontiac  could  find  outside  the  fort,  he  killed  and 
seized  for  his  use  ;  and  he  called  upon  the  inhabitants  to 
furnish  him  with  the  provisions  he  required,  with  the  threat 
that  he  would  put  them  to  death  if  refused. 

So  sudden  an  attack  was  not  looked  for,  as  no  previous 
event  had  suggested  that  it  was  imminent  ;  at  the  same  time 
it  had  been  hoi)eil,  that  from  the  uncertain  character  of  the 
Indian,  some  accommodation  might  be  obtained  temporary 
in  its  character,  so  that  Gladwin  could  receive  reinforcements, 
and  sufficiently  victual  the  fort.  .Accordingl}-,  La  Hutte  the 
interpreter,  was  sent  to  communicate  with  I'ontiac  to  learn 
the  cause  of  the  attack.  I  Ic  was  accompanied  by  a  resident  of 
the  fort  named  Chapoton,  and  a  third  person,  Jaccjues  God- 
froy.  Pontiac  received  them  with  civility,  and  led  tliem  to 
believe  that  he  was  desirous  of  settling  matters  ;  but  having 
suspicions  of  La  Butte,  on  some  pretence  he  requested  him  to 
return  to  the  fort  with  a  few  chiefs.  On  their  arrival  they 
professed  friendship  and  asked  for  bread,  which  was  given 
them,  and  they  left.  La  Butte,  on  rejoining  Pontiac,  heard 
that  the  council  had  Ijeen  lield,  antl  Godfroy  and  Chapoton 
informed  him  that  peace  had  been  approved,  and  the  request 
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made,  that  the  second  in  command,  captain  Campbell,  should 
be  sent  to  negotiate  it.  This  demand  appeared  reasonable 
enough,  for  Campbell  was  very  popular  with  the  Indians,  and 
hatl  always  shewn  them  much  consitleration.  Gladwin 
himself  was  glad  of  a  respite,  as  he  had  provisions  for  only 
three  weeks,  and  in  the  interval  he  would  be  enabled  to  gather 
in  a  suppl}'.  Such  a  proposal  was  therefore  welcome,  and 
little  misgiving  was  felt.  Captain  Campbell,  with  lieutenant 
McDougall,  started  for  the  Indian  village.  It  was  hoped 
that  Campbell's  presence  would  exercise  the  best  influence 
on  those  he  was  to  meet.  It  was  afterwards  said  that  some 
of  the  Canadians  foreboding  I'ontiac's  intended  treachery, 
warned  Campbell  not  to  put  himself  in  his  power. '  Campbell, 
however,  felt  that  it  was  his  duty  to  proceed,  and  he  firmly 
believed  that  he  could  succeed  in  quieting  Pontiac's  enmity. 
His  subsequent  unhappy  fate  was,  in  no  way,  thought  possible. 
Gladwin  was  in  the  trying  position  of  being  without  provisions; 
ever\'thing  depended  on  his  obtaining  them;  forbad  he  failed 
in  this  attem[)t,  the  defence  of  his  post  would  have  been 
impossible.  In  a  few  hours  he  learned  Pontiac's  terms  :  he 
demanded  that  the  fort  should  be  delivered  over  to  him  as  de 
Bellaitre  had  transferred  it  to  Rogers.  By  this  time  Gladwin 
had  obtained  supplies  in  the  neighborhood,  and  he  was  in  a 
condition  to  refuse  compliance.  Pontiac,  notified  that  his 
demand  was  inadmissible,  threw  off  the  mask  and  retained 
Campbell  and  McDougall  as  prisoners,  much  to  the  grief  of 
Gladwin,  for  he  knew  the  risk  involved  in  their  confinement. 
Amherst  testified  his  approval  of  all  that  had  taken  place,  but 
expressed  his  fears  with  regard  to  the  fate  of  the  two  officers, 
in  the  case  of  captain  Campbell  only  too  truly  realized. 

The  firing  was  resumed  for  stjmc  hours  on  the  I2th,  but 
Glc'idwin  had  now  little  fear  of  failing  to  hold  his  post.  The 
activity  of  the  Indians  was  extended  to  the  river.  They  were 
able    to   seize    five    hntcnux    laden    with    merchandize,   with 


sixteen  half-barrels  of  powder  and 
supplies  to  the  assailants  which 


some  spirits,  an  increase  of 
suggested  a  prolongation  of 
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Huron  village  from  a  sloop,  but  it  did  not  succeed,  and  he  had 
to  confine  his  efforts  to  his  own  defence.  Months  of  trial 
were  to  elapse  before  peace  was  restored,  but  the  small  garrison 
remained  in  i^ood  heart  and  in  high  spirits.  Its  greatest  dread 
had  been  starvation.  It  had  been  removed  by  Gladwin's 
energy  and  prudence.  Tiie  one  cause  of  depression  was  that 
the  two  officers  remained  prisoners,  and  their  fate  caused  the 
gravest  apprehensions.  The  attack  of  the  savages  upon  the 
post  crcatetl  no  great  anxiety  with  the  garrison,  ff)r  the  feeling 
was  certain  that  assistance  in  the  shape  of  men  and  fcjod  would 
be  .sent.  On  all  sides  were  apparent  the  resolution  and  deter- 
mination of  British  troops  when  under  the  command  of  one 
worthy  of  the  position.  Tiiere  was  no  fear  for  the  future;  the 
staunch  defenders  of  the  post  had  resolved  to  defend  it  to  the 
death.  The  events  of  the  past  few  days  had  proved  the  mettle 
of  their  commander,  and  it  would  be  well  for  the  record  of 
British  gallantrv  on  this  continent,  if  in  all  instances  the 
generals  had  been  endowed  with  equal  military  skill,  judgment 
and  self-control.  Ab.sence  of  courage  was  never  the  reproach 
against  us  in  our  greatest  reverses.  When  our  failures  have 
arisen,  they  have  been  attributable  to  folly,  incapacity,  reck- 
less indifference  and  neglect  of  ordinary  precaution.  In  the 
time  I  am  entering  upon,  it  will  be  my  painful  duty  to 
chronicle,  in  man\'  instances,  their  disastrous  influence. 
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CHAPTER   II. 


The  attack  of  Detroit  011  the  9th  of  May  was  the  first  act  in 
the  plot  for  the  destruction  of  the  western  posts.  The  news 
of  the  event,  with  the  strongest  prognostications  of  success, 
was  immediately  sent  broadcast  to  the  tribes  who  were  asked 
to  take  part  in  it.  .Seven  days  later  the  post  of  Sandusk}'  was 
attacked.  It  was  a  block-house,  within  a  pick-et  enclosure, 
under  the  command  of  ensign  Paul  I  i,  with  a  few  men.  On 
the  morning  of  the  i6th  of  Ma\',  he  was  notified  that  seven 
Indians  desired  to  confer  with  him.  Some  of  them  being 
known  to  him,  four  were  Hurons  and  three  Ottawas,  they 
were  admitted  without  liesitation.  Two  of  them  placed 
themselves  one  on  each  side  of  I'aulli.  The  pipes  were  lighted, 
when  suddenly  an  Indian  appeared  at  the  door  and  raised  his 
hand.  It  was  the  signal  agreed  upon  ;  I'aulli  was  seized  and 
disarmed  lie  was  forced  across  the  parade  ground  ;  the 
corpse  of  the  sentry  lay  at  the  gateway  ;  and  here  and  there, 
were  the  bodies  of  the  small  garrison.  The  sergeant  was 
killed  while  planting  in  his  garden.  At  night  I'aulli  was 
placed  in  a  canoe  and  carried  to  the  Indian  camp  at  Detroit, 
where  he  was  subjected  to  be  beaten  by  squaws  and  children 
and  made  to  dance  and  sing  for  their  amusement.  His  doom 
would  probably  have  been  to  be  burned.  Fortunatel)'  for 
himself,  he  attracted  the  attention  of  a  scpiaw,  by  no  means 
young,  who  claimed  him  to  suppl\-  the  place  of  a  dead  husband. 
PauUi  accepted  the  alternative  and  became  an  Ottawa  warrior. 
He  contrived  to  inform  Gladwin  of  his  position,  and  finally 
escaped  to  the  fort. 

Fort  Saint  Joseph  was  the  next  to  fall ;  it  stood  on  the  west- 
ern shore  of  the  present  state  of  Michigan,  at  the  mouth  of  the 
river  Saint  Joseph.  It  was  held  by  ensign  Schlosser  and  four- 
teen men.     On  the  morning  of  the  25th  he  heard  of  the  arrival 
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of  some  Pottawatamies,  with  tlic  ostensible  object  of  visiting 
their  relations.  Thej'  sent  him  word  that  they  would  make 
him  a  visit  to  wisli  him  good  morning.  Shortly  afterwards,  he 
was  informed  by  a  French  trader  that  the  Indians  were  present 
with  no  good  intent.  Ordering  the  sergeant  to  i)ut  the  men 
under  arms,  for  the  Indians  were  hanging  about  the  barracks, 
he  went  among  the  French,  and  was  ai^pealing  to  them  for 
aid  when  he  heard  a  cry.  Some  Indians  had  rushed  upon  the 
sentry,  and  tomahawked  hiin  ;  in  less  than  five  minutes  eleven 
men  were  killed  'uid  the  fort  plundered.  Schlosser  and  the 
three  men  remaining  were  seized  as  prisoners  and  taken  by 
the  l<"oxes  to  Detroit.  Schlosser,  after  some  negotiation,  had 
the  good  fortune  to  be  exchanged  for  some  chiefs  who  had 
been  seized. 

Two  days  later,  on  the  27th  of  June,  fort  Miami,  on  the 
Maumec,  experienced  a  similar  fate.  This  river  discharges  into 
a  bay  at  the  extreme  west  angle  of  lake  lu'ie,  no  great  distance 
from  Sandusky.  The  fort  was  situated  at  the  commencement 
of  the  portage,  to  reach  the  Wabash.  Holmes,  the  officer  in 
charge,  had  had  reason  to  distrust  the  Indians.  Towards  the 
end  of  May,  a  hVench  trader  in  the  neighbourhood  had 
informed  him,  that  when  at  the  mouth  of  the  Detroit  river  he 
had  heard  the  firing  of  cannon,  and  he  believed  that  the  fort 
had  been  attacked.  Holmes  gave  orders  for  his  men  to  remain 
within  the  enclosure  and  to  be  upon  their  guard.  He  had 
formed  some  relations  with  a  young  squaw,  and  it  was  resolved 
to  enlist  this  Indian  Delilah  to  obtain  his  death,  for  Holmes 
was  known  for  his  determination  of  character,  and  was  feared. 
His  treacherous  mistress  appealed  to  him  to  aid  a  sick 
woman  ;  he  was  asked  to  bleed  her.  Holmes  listened 
to  the  appeal  and  left  the  barracks,  having  faith  in  the  girl, 
and  no  doubt  trusting  to  the  mission  of  mercy  on  which  he 
was  proceeding.  As  they  approached  the  spot  she  pointed 
out  the  wigwam  where  the  supposed  sufferer  lay,  and  on  some 
pretext  left  him.  Not  suspecting  treason  Holmes  was  advanc- 
ing to  the  place  indicated,  when  two  guns  were  discharged, 
and  Holmes  fell  dead.     Three  men,  who  were  outbide  the  fort, 
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were  scizcil,  so  that  nine  only  reinaincd  within  the  enclosure. 
With   the    Indians  who  (^fathered    round  the  picketin^f,  were 
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pre- 


and  Minisheii. 


one  Welsh,  who  had   l)een   taken    prisoner  som 

viouslv,  and  two  h'renchnien  named  Godfn 

Without  a   leader,  threatened  with  death   if  an    Indian    was 

injured,  and  calletl  upon  by  the  rene<^ailes   to  surrender,  the 

nine  soldiers  saw  no  alternative  but  to  throw  open   the  fort 


ates,  upon  wl 


hich  the\'  were  seized  as  prisoners  and  the  fort: 


)lun(l<Mecl 
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On  the  day  following  the  attack  upon  fort  Miami,  an  event 

took  place  on  lake  l''.rie,  which  establishes  the  delibera- 
tion with  which  the  desi<^ns  of  the  Indians  had  l)een  niatureil, 
and  clearly  shews  that,  owiiiij^  to  the  careful  concealment  of 
them,  the  outbreak  which  followed  was  cntirel)-  unlooked  for. 
On  the  13th  of  May,  lieutenant  Cuyler,  of  the  Oueen's 
Rauffcrs,  left  fort  Schlosscr,  above  the  falls,  with  a  detachment 
of  ninety-six  men,  in  ten  /mti'aiix,  huvini;  in  charc^e  for 
delivery  at  the  western  forts,  one  hundred  and  thirtj'-nine 
barrels  of  provisions  and  amimnn'tion.  C"oastin_Lj  alon^  the 
north  shore  of  lake  JCrie,  he  reached  point  I'elee,  which, 
stretching  far  out  into  the  lake,  had  become  a  recognized 
stopping  place  in  the  passage  of  the  lake.  Without  ai)\' 
special  precaution  a  landing  was  made,  and  a  boy  and  a  man 
were  sent  out  to  gather  wood  for  the  fires.  When  so  engaged 
an  Indian  rushed  forward  and  tomahawkctl  tlie  boy  ;  the  man 
escaped.  Cuj-ler  sent  out  a  sergeant  and  thirteen  men  to 
reconnoitre,  and  placed  thirteen  on  his  right  flank,  twenty-five 
on  the  left,  twenty-five  remaining  in  the  ccnlre.  The  men 
on  the  right  flank  commenced  firing,  tlie  Indians  returned  the 
fire  ;  but  no  enemv  could  be  seen.  On  a  sudden  a  rush  was 
made  upon  the  centre.  A  large  body  of  Intlians  had  for  days 
been  concealed,  with  tiie  design  of  intercepting  and  destro)-- 
ing  an\- crews  of  boats  which, might  arrive  at  the  stopping 
place.  An  attack,  at  such  a  [)lace  and  at  this  time,  was 
regarded  as  impossible,  for  it  was  a  perif)d  of  peace,  find  the 
hulian  wars  were  looked  u[)on  as  having  been  closed  five 
)-ears   previousl)-.     The    detachment  was    entirely  taken    by 
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surprise,  iind  ('ii)lcr  docs  not  appear  to  lia\c  lif-rii  an  officer 
to  rise  superior  to  the  trying  situati(jii.  The  im:ii  were  sei/.eil 
witli  |)ain\',  ami  aljaiulonctl  their  position,  many  throwinj^ 
awa)-  tlicir  arms.  A  rush  was  made  for  the  l)oats  ;  five  were 
niamied  and  pushed  from  the  shore.  (!uyler  describes  himself 
as  left  with  si.\  men  on  the  l)eaeh,  and  failinj^  in  his 
endeavour  to  ^et  a  boat  alloat,  he  ruslied  into  the  water  up 
to  his  neck  after  those  talvini;'  lli^hl  and  was  ch-a^<^'ed  on  boanl. 
'I'lie  Indians  quicUly  took  [)ossession  of  two  boats,  and  followed 
those  endea\'oiM  inj4  to  escape.  Tiiere  was  jet  time,  if  the  men 
had  held  their  arms,  to  have  made  a  determined  resistance. 
Cuj'ier,  in  his  report,  states  tliat  the  Indians  brouj^ht  back 
three  boats,  as  if  the  crew  passively  allowed  themselves  to 
be  taken  prisoners.  During  the  lime,  a  vi<fourous  fne  was 
kept  up  from  the  shore,  but  Cuyler's  boat  with  another 
escaped  b)-  hoistinj^  sail,  the  wiiul  beini;  fair. 

On  Sunday,  the  29th  of  A[ay,  at  nine  o'clock,  he  reached 
the  islanil  opposite  point  I'elee.  Of  the  ninety-si.\  men  of  his 
detachment  fort\' only  were  present  with  one  nnul  of  ammu- 
nition, lie  started  at  midnight  for  Sandu'-  v",  and  arrived 
there  at  five  o'clock  in  the  morning  to  fnid  the  Tt  destroyed, 
lie  rowed  along  the  south  shore  to  Prescju'lle,  'icre,  at  the 
request  of  Cinistic,  the  officer  in  command,  he  left  si.\  of  his 
men  ami  four  and  a  half  barrels  of  provisions.  In  tliis 
distressed  condition  he  retm-ncd  to  Niagara,  lie  had  started 
with  ten  /uitiaiix,  and  a  hundred  and  thirt_\--niiie  barrels  of 
stores;  he  returned  with  two  /urtcaiix.  and,  including  those  left 
at  I'resqu'ilc,  with  thirteen  and  a  half  barrels,  .Amherst 
expressed  himself  greatly  dissatisfictl  with  the  behaviour  of  the 
detachment.*  'Ihe  unhappy  fate  of  the  prisoners,  some  fifty 
in  number,  has  been  placed  on  record,  f 

On  the  morning  of  Monday,  the  30th,  the  scntrj'  at  fort 
Detroit  observed  the  approach  of  se\eral  barges.  As  the 
arrival  of  a  convoy  with  provisions  and  reinforcements  was 
expected,  the  spectacle  of  the  coming  vessels  was  generally 

*  Can.  Arcli.,  A.  tS:  \V.  T.,  98,1.  p.  130. 

t  Midiignn  I'ioneer  Colleclions,  VIII.,  p.  305,      I'ontiak  M.S. 
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welcomed.  The  feclinc,^,  however,  soon  ])asseil  away,  for  the 
clealli  cries  which  resoiiiuled  from  the  banks  told  tlie  story  of 
the  capture  of  the  detaclimeiit.  As  the  bateaux  advanced 
four  soldiers  wlio  wc-re  in  the  leading  boat,  when  passiii^r  the 
fort,  made  an  attempt  to  escape  by  stccrinj.;  for  the  wharf 
The  boats  anchored  at  the  wharf  fired  upon  the  advancins:; 
bateau;  tliree  Indians  on  the  cUjck  phuiL^ed  into  tlie  river, 
one  of  them  carryin.L,^  a  soldier  overboard  with  liim  ;  both  swam 
to  shore.  With  the  \\\(\  of  assistance  from  the  j^arrison  the 
men  on  the  bateau  brought  it  to  land,  obtaining  their  own 
freedom,  and  addinij;  some  Hour  and  l)acon  to  the  stores.  The 
Indians  on  the  botraux  foUowinij,  witnessiiiLj  this  escape,  took 
steps  to  prevent  its  repetition  by  kindiuLj  the  prisoners  on  the 
opposite  shore,  first  securely  binding  them,  and  marchin;;  them 
to  I'ontiac's  camp.  Some  few  were  saved  to  be  kept  as  slaves  ; 
the  remainder,  stripped  naked,  were  forced  to  run  the  gauntlet 
in  the  Indian  fashion,  and  afterwards  torturcil  ;  being  shot 
at  b\'  arrows;  their  hands  atul  feet  cut  off;  their  bodies 
mutilated  ;  women  taking  a  leading  part  in  their  destruction. 
I'^inall)',  they  were  burned,  children  aiding  in  bringing  and 
placing  the  fuel  ;  some  were  eaten. 

This  narrati\e,  ami  there  is  no  reason  to  doubt  its  general 
truth,  even  if  marked  by  exaggeration,  is  a  ])roof  that  the  high 
character  claimed  for  I'ontiac  cannot  bf  established.  I  le  was 
in  all  respects  a  savage  in  his  instincts,  led  by  his  ])assions,  his 
jealousies,  and  his  passing  feeling  ;  he  can  be  looked  upon  in 
no  higher  light  than  the  instrument  of  the  I-'rench  officials 
and  traders.  No  step  couUl  have  been  more  impolitic  than 
this  barbarous  and  useless  destruction  of  the  prisoners : 
cruelty  identical  with  the  days  of  Cham  plain  and  the  first 
Jesuit  missions.  It  attained  no  result  be\'ond  gratifj-ing  the 
thirst  for  blood,  and  satiating  the  spirit  of  revenge.  Its  teacli- 
ing  to  the  defenders  only  emphasized  their  desperation  ;  for  it 
told  them  plainly  they  had  nothing  to  hope  for  from  such 
enemies  ;  and  that  it  was  better,  like  men,  to  die  with  arms  in 
their  hands,  than,  after  hours  of  torture,  be  consumed  at  a  slow 
fire  by  squaws  and  children.     It  awoke  in  the  troops  the  stern 
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desire  for  vengeance :  and  the  determination,  to  resist  to  the 
last  becajne  as  much  a  matter  of  interest  and  policy,  as  it  was 
one  of  duty  and  honour. 

On  the  first  of  June,  the  fort  ofOutanon,  on  the  Wabash, 
was  attacked.  Its  site  was  some  few  miles  south  of  the 
present  town  of  Lafayette.  The  small  party  holding  it  was 
under  the  command  of  lieutenant  Jenkins.  Me  was  seized 
when  outside  (n  the  fort,  and  told  that  if  the  men  defended 
tiic  place,  and  one  Indian  was  killed,  the  whole  would  be 
massacred.  Without  means  of  defence  the  few  men  surren- 
dered. The  Indians  informed  Jenkins  that  they  had  been 
forced  to  take  this  course  by  other  tribes.  In  his  report  to 
Gladwin,  which  he  was  enabled  to  send,  he  states  that  he  had 
been  well  treated  both  b\'  Indians  aiul  I'rcnch,  and  that  he 
expected  to  be  sent  shortly  to  the  Illinois. 

The  important  fort  of  Michillimackinac  was  the  scene  of  the 
next  misfortune.  Included  in  the  command  of  Detroit,  this 
post  on  lake  Michigan  was  the  centre  of  the  trade  of  this 
district,  and  the  forts  of  Sault  .Saint  Mar)' and  Green  baj'  were 
subordinate  to  it.  Green  ba\',  the  most  western  post  in  these 
northern  waters,  was  untler  the  command  of  lieutenant  GorcU 
and  seventeen  men.  The  post  of  Sault  .Saint  MruA-,  at  that 
date,  was  not  occupieil.  It  had  been  destroj'cd  b\-  fire  the 
preceding  winter,  and  the  detachment  stationed  there  had  been 
moved  to  Michillim;  ckinac. 

The  Indians  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Michillimackinac  were 
the  Ojibeways,  whose  hunting  grounds  extended  over  the 
eastern  half  of  Michigan,  and  the  Ottawas,  who  held  the 
territorv  to  the  west.  The  former  had  established  a  village  on 
the  islaiul  of  Mackinaw  and  a  seccMid  village  at  Thuiuler  ba\', 
lake  Huron.  The  Ottawas  had  a  settlement  a  few  miles  to 
the  south,  on  lake  Michigan,  at  I'Avbrc  Croclie,  the  seat  of  a 
mission.  The  Ottawas,  in  this  locality,  were  perfectly 
independent  of  those  untler  Tontiac  at  Detroit,  and  acted  as 
the\'  held  expedient.  The\-  had  been  equally  influenced  by 
French  intrigue,  and,  with  little  love  for  the  traders  who  came 
among  them,  had  been  only  kept  in  subjection  b)'  the  British 
garrison  north  of  their  village. 
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The  first  British  trader  who,  after  the  conquest,  appeared  in 
their  neitjhbourhood,  was  Alexander  Henry.  As  he  was 
proccedinj^  westwardly  lie  had  been  warned  of  the  dans^er  lie 
was  incurrintj^,  and  atlvised  to  turn  back  ;  nevertheless,  assum- 
ing the  character  of  a  7V)v?^<?///-.  he  continued  his  journey  to 
Michillimackinac.  He  arrived  therein  i/Gi.and  was  received 
in  a  hostile  manner  b\-  the  French  Canadians  present,  who 
ret^arded  his  presence  among  them  as  an  intrusion.  He  was 
visited  by  the  Ojibewa\\s,  with  their  chief  Minavavana.  Henry 
reports  the  address  made  to  him  on  the  occasion,  as  it  was 
translated  to  him.  He  was  told  that  the  Ojibeways  were  chil- 
dren of  the  king  of  France  ;  although,  of  late,  fallen  asleep,  he 
would  wake  up  and  entirely  destroy  his  enemies.  The  I*"rcnch 
king  had  engaged  them  to  fight  his  battles,  for  the  Indians 
were  not  a  conqucretl  people  ;  theirs  were  the  lakes  and 
wocxls.  Many  of  their  people  had  been  killed,  and  the  spirits 
of  those  slain  could  only  be  appeased  by  the  blood  of  their 
destroyers,  or  by  covering  the  bodies  of  the  dead  with  presents ; 
for  b}'  such  means  the  resentment  of  their  relations  would  be 
propitiatcil.  The  king  of  h-ngiand  had  entered  into  no  treaty 
with  them  ;  he  had  sent  them  no  presents,  therefore  they  were 
still  at  war  with  him,  and  until  he  made  such  concessions  they 
must  look  upon  the  king  of  h'rance  as  their  chief  "Ikit," 
continued  the  chief,  "  you  do  not  come  armed  with  an  intention 
to  make  war  ;  you  come  in  peace  to  trade  with  us,  to  supply 
us  with  the  necessaries  of  which  we  are  in  want.  We  shall 
regard  you,  therefore,  as  a  brother,  and  \-ou  ma\-  sleep  tran- 
quill)'."  The  calumet  was  then  presented  to  Henry.  They 
asked  for  whiskey,  and  on  receiving  some  presents  departed. 

The  \-isit  of  the  Otlawas  from  LWrbrc  Crochc  was  not  so 
peaceable.  Two  lumdretl  came  in  a  both',  and  called  upon 
Hemy  and  two  other  traders  with  him,  to  sell  them  their 
goods,  for  which  pa\-ment  would  be  made  the  ensuing 
spring.  Tiie  traders  resolved  upon  resistance.  Their  party 
consisted  of  thirty  men  ;  the  house  was  barricaded  w  ith  the 
resolution  of  defending  their  property.  The  Canadians  of  the 
neighbourhood  counselled  compliance,  but  the  traders  adhered 
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to  their  purpose.  In  a  few  hours  the  news  arri\ccl  that  a 
Britisii  detachment  was  on  its  way  to  Micliillimackinac,  and, 
as  tlic  boats  slioitl)'  afterwards  were  seen  approaching,  the 
Ottawas  took  their  departure. 

The  Ottawas,  conseciuently,  had  no  particular  cause  to 
rct>ard  the  i^arrison  with  friendliness.  Two  years,  however, 
passed  in  quietness.  The  garrison  was  under  the  command 
of  captain  Etherington,  and  some  writers  have  blamed  him, 
because  he  did  not  entertain  suspicion  of  the  i)lot  forming 
arf)und  him.  Reports  of  native  hostility  are  constantly  heard, 
wherever  a  population  is  held  in  subjection  by  a  dominant 
race,  and  often,  inider  an  apparent  and  as.sumcd  indifference 
great  caution  is  exercised.  Etherington  gives  us  the  impres- 
sion of  having  been  a  man  of  conciliatory  manners,  and  the 
protection  which  he  received,  after  the  seizure  of  his  person, 
suggests  that  iJcrsonalK-  he  was  much  esteemed. 

I  cannot  see  cause  for  blame  in  the  course  followed  by 
Etherington  at  the  crisis.  One  of  the  conditions  of  the  plot 
was  its  concealment;  nevertheless  whisperings  of  the  spirit  of 
unfriendliness  had  not  been  infrequent,  but  no  overt  act  had 
taken  place  to  suggest  that  doubt  should  be  entertained  of  the 
good  feeling  of  the  tribes  visiting  the  fort.  Erom  its  position 
as  the  central  point  of  the  trade  of  the  lake,  Indians  were 
constanth'  coming  and  going,  and  the  behaviour  of  the  new 
comers  was  not  of  a  character  to  cause  suspicion.  Henry 
himself  tells  us,  that  he  thought  the  reports  gr(nmdlcs.s. 
]''therington  e\en  wrote  to  (jladwin,  commanding  the  district 
at  Detroit,  th.u  all  the  Indians  had  arrived,  and  evcr)-thing 
seemed  in  perfect  tiuietnes.s.* 

No  news  of  the  attacks  on  the  lower  forts  had  reached 
Michillimackinac.  The  Indians,  however,  knew  of  the.se 
successes,  and  they  were  encouraged  to  proceed  with  their  own 
plans.  The  day  selected  for  the  as.sault  was  the  4th  of  June, 
the  birthday  of  George  III.  .Several  Ojibeways  had  lately 
arrived  w  ilh  a  number  of  Sakis,  from  Vox  river.  In  the 
morning  some  Ojibcway  chiefs  invited  the  officers  and  men  of 

*    IZtli  June,  lt■l.^liI)t;  llie  (nitlncal;,  Can.  Arch.,  A.  iV  W.  1.,  98.1,  p.  316. 
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the  garrison   to  be  present  at  a  game  of  I. a  Crosse  between 
themselves  and  the  Sakis. 

Etherington  received  them  with  courtesy,  and  as  he 
ref'arded  the  Ojibeways  as  friends  and  neighbours,  he  told 
them  he  would  back  them  in  their  play. 

For  some  da\-s  previously  both  sides  had  been  engaged 
assiduously  practising  as  if  in  training.  The  match  was 
commenced  in  the  morning,  and  the  soldiers,  for  the  inost 
part,  were  present  on  the  ground  as  si)ectator.s.  The  fort 
gates  were  wide  open,  and  the  squaws,  without  hindrance,  went 
in  and  out  as  asual,  huddled  up  in  their  blankets.  They 
attracted  no  attention,  no  one  suspecting  tliat  they  held, 
concealed  in  this  dress,  the  arms  of  their  husbands  and 
brothers  engaged  in  the  game.  The  men  were  necessarily 
without  any  weapon,  for  the  slight  clothing  which  they  wore 
to  keep  their  limbs  free,  made  concealment  an  impossibilit)-. 
The  men  of  the  garrison  were  scattered  in  groups  ;  Ethcr- 
incrton,  with  a  lieutenant  named  Leslie,  was  standing  not  far 
from  the  front  gate.  About  noon  the  ball  was  delivered  near 
the  spot  where  they  were  watching  the  game.  The  players, 
as  if  to  dispute  its  possession,  rushed  forward  amid  cries  of 
excitement.  It  was  the  work  of  a  minute  f(jr  these  shouts  of 
hilarious  good  nature  to  be  changed  into  a  war  whoop. 
Etherington  and  Leslie  were  seized,  bound  and  hurried  off  to 
the  bush.  ']"he  players,  a  second  before  so  peaceable,  rushed 
into  the  fort,  obtained  their  weapons  from  the  s{]ua\vs,  and 
'■  in  an  instant,"  the  expression  is  Etherington's,  the  Lidians 
killed  a  lieutenant  named  Janet  and  fifteen  rank  and  fde. 

Under  such  circumstances  resistance  was  not  possible  ;  the 
remainder  were  made  prisoners,  Fi\'c  of  whom  were  subse- 
(juently  killed.  The  Indians  sei/x'd  the  ICnglish  traders  and 
robbed  theni  of  all  they  had.  One  was  killed,  it  may  be  sup- 
posed, resisting  pillage.  No  violence  was  offered  to  the  persons 
and  propcrt}'  of  the  French.  Henry  described  the  number  of 
Indians  entering  the  fort  as  four  hundred,  and  he  tells  us  the 
Canadians  looked  calmly  on,  as  if  in  noway  surprised.  His 
own  life  was  saved  with  some  dramatic  incidents  ;  one  of  the 
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main  instruments  \v'as  an  Indian  slave  of  the  class  known  by 
the  name  of"  i^anis,"*  recog^nized  by  French  law.  The  woman 
by  her  own  instincts  concealed  Henry  in  a  L^arret  of  a  house, 
occupied  by  one  Lani^ladc,  under  a  heap  of  birch  bark  vessels 
used  in  making  maple  suj^ar.  Henry's  clothes  were  dark  in 
colour,  and  there  was  little  light  in  the  room.  Langlade  led  up 
a  party  to  the  spot,  to  discover  if  anj'  one  lay  concealed.  During 
the  search  had  one  of  the  Ojibeways  put  out  his  hand,  he  must 
have  touched  Hemy.  As  they  were  seeking  for  their  victim, 
the  Indians  boasted  to  Langlade  of  the  number  they  had  killed 
and  the  scalps  they  had  taken.  After  they  had  left,  exhaus- 
tion of  feeling  led  to  sleep.  Heiuy  awoke  refreshed,  only  to 
feel  the  desperation  of  his  position,  for  the  difficulties  of  his 
escape  seemed  insuperable.  While  considering  what  might  be 
possible,  Madame  Langlade  appeared  to  stop  a  hole  in  the 
roof,  for  it  was  raining.  .Mthough  startled  at  seeing  him,  she 
spoke  kindly  to  him  ;  she  hoped  he  would  escape,  and,  at  his 
request,  brouglit  him  some  water.  Again  Hemy  fell  asleep  ; 
he  was  awakened  at  sunrise  In'  hearing  voices  in  the  room 
below.  It  was  some  Ojibeways,  saying  that  his  body  could 
not  be  found.  Subsequently,  he  heard  Madame  Langlade  tell 
her  husband,  that  He;iry  could  not  be  kept  in  the  house,  for 
the  Indians  would  revenge  his  presence  upon  her  children. 
Langlade,  after  some  show  of  hesitation,  accepted  this  view, 
and  himself  undertook  to  lead  the  Indians  u})stairs,  explaining 
that  Ilenrv  had  entered  the  hou.se  withf)Ut  his  knowledcre. 
As  Henry  listened  to  their  footsteps  ascending  the  stairs,  he 
felt  that  his  doom  was  fixed.  Rising  from  the  bed  on  which 
he  had  thrown  himself,  he  stootl  up  in  the  centre  of  the  room 
in  full  view.  He  was  seized  by  an  Indian  named  Weimiway, 
a  powerful  man,  si.x  feet  in  b.eight,  brandishing  a  large  carving 
knife.  In  a  few  seconds  he  relea.sed  his  hold,  and  said  that  he 
would  not  kill  Henry,  but  would  keep  him  to  replace  his  lost 

*   "  Onloiinance  an  siijet  des  Ncgres,  el  des  s.TUvages  appcles  I'aiiis,  du   13 

aviil,  1709.     Jaci|ues  Haiulol,  inlendant."    Oocuments  Historical  .Society,  Mont- 

_  real,  I.,  p.  5.    "  Nous,  .sous  le  bon  plai.sir  de  Sa  Majestc,  ordonnons,  (lue  tons,  /c's 

Paiiu,  ft  iXv^^res  qui  out  ctv  achelh  ei  qui  Id  seront  dans  la  suite,  appartieiidront 

en  [tleiue propriite  1)  ceux,  quilesont  achelts  coiiime  itant  leurs  esr/aves." 
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brother,  Miisiiii',f()ii.  A  proposal  was  made  to  remove  Ileiny 
to  tlie  Indian  cabin,  but  as  all  who  were  present  were  mad 
with  licjuor,  lie  was  permitted  to  remain  where  he  was. 

Shortly  afterwards  lienr\-  was  ordered  by  an  Indian  to 
follow  him.  This  mannwcd  IIcnr\'a  lar^e  sum  of  mone\-, 
and  it  was  plain  to  I  lenry  that  it  was  the  desi<^n  to  pa\'  the  debt 
by  killinj^  him.  The  Indian  did  not  conceal  his  intention.  A 
strucjc^le  took  place,  and  lienry,  m;uiay;in<4"  to  free  himself, 
ran  towards  the  fort,  where,  scein;^  W'enniway,  he  asked  hi>. 
protection.  Henry,  for  safety,  was  aijain  taken  to  Langlade's 
house.  Durin<i;  the  ni^dit  he  was  awakened  from  hi.s  sleep  and 
told  to  descend  to  the  lower  room.  I  le  there  found  Etherin;^^- 
ton,  Leslie,  a  trader  named  Bostwick-,  and  father  dc  Jaunay, 
the  Jesuit  missionar\' at  the  Ottawa  villa^je  of  A'^/r/'/Y  Croc/ic. 
I'"ew  priests  ha\e  ever  been  more  active  in  the  cause  of 
humaiu't)'  and  mere)'  ;  it  was  in  a  threat  measure  owin<j^  to  the 
judgment  and  courai^c  displayed  b\-  him,  that  all  the  prisoners 
were  not  slaunhtered.  The  Indians  had  determined  on  a 
debauch  with  the  liquor  the}-  had  obtained,  and  the  i^risoner.'; 
had  been  brought  within  the  enclosure  to  the  houses  of  Lang- 
lade, and  of  the  other  Canadians,  to  assure  their  protection 
tluring  the  drunken  frenzy  which  woukl  ensue.  According  to 
Henry,  twenty  only  of  the  garrison  and  Hritish  traders  had 
escaped  the  massacre.  lCtheringt(3n  proposed,  with  these 
twent)-,  to  seize  the  fort.  There  were,  within  the  enclosure, 
three  hundred  Canadians,  generally  7vrfr<^r;/rs,  and  he  held 
that  it  could  be  defended  until  assistance  could  reach  them. 
The  priest  dissuaded  him  from  aii\-  such  attempt  ;  he  knew 
the  Canadians  would  not  intervene  in  any  number  or  with 
any  earnestness,  and  that  failure  would  end  in  the  death  of 
all  taking  up  arms.  Such  certainly  would  have  been  their 
late,  for  no  assistance  was  possible  from  Detroit. 

Relief  came  from  a  ([uarter  where  it  was  least  expected,  in 
the  form  of  a  tlotilla  of  canoes  from  the  Ottawa  village  of 
IWrhrc  Crochc.  Drawing  their  canoes  ashore  the  warriors 
entered  and  took  possession  of  the  fort  ;  they  felt  themselves 
injured  that  the  attack  had  been    conducted    without    their 
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participation,  ami  that  they  had  been  allowed  no  share  in  tlie 
phuidcr.  Their  appearance  k'd  to  an  Indian  council,  at  which 
the  Ottawas  consented  to  accept  tlic  situation.  They  retained, 
however,  possession  of  the  two  officers  and  eleven  of  the 
soldiers,  and  carried  them  in  their  cano'\s  to  IJ Arbre  Crochc, 
where,  through  the  [)riest's  inlluence,  the)-  were  kindly  treated. 
At  Ktherington's  recjuest  dc  Jaunay  was  the  bearer  of  a  letter 
to  Gladwin,  at  Detroit,  detailing;  his  situation.  It  is  from  this 
document  that  the  narrative  of  his  position  is  preserved.  l)e 
Jaunay  arrived  at  Detroit  on  the  19th  of  June,*  with  seven 
Ottawa  Indians  and  eis^ht  Sauteurs  connnanded  by  Kinon- 
chamck,  son  of  the  chief  A  council  was  held  with  Pontiac, 
and  if  the  account  of  the  MS.  be  accepted,  tr.e  Sauteur  chief 
reproachetl  I'ontiac  with  unnecessary  cruelty  towards  his 
captives,  and  the  latter  listened  in  silence.  The  interview 
establishes  that  Pontiac's  influence  was  confined  to  the  attack 
on  Detroit,  and  that  he  directed  no  movement  beyond  that  in 
which  he  was  ent:^a<^ed.  The  deputation  departed  without 
any  reply  from  the  Detroit  chief. 

The  situation  in  which  Gladwin  was  placed  must  have  been 
a  matter  of  surprise,  l)oth  to  the  missionary  and  the  Indians 
who  had  accompanied  him.  He  had  undertaken  the  journey 
to  obtain  assistance  to  replace  Ktheriiii^ton  in  possession  of 
Michillimackinac;  he  found  Gladwin  himself  belca,f;uered  and 
his  position  one  of  such  danc^cr  that  de  Jaunay  was  plainly 
told,  that  nothing  could  be  done  to  help  Etherington.  Gladwin 
requested  de  Jaunay  to  send  back  all  the  traders  who  might 
arrive  at  lake  Michigan,  whether  French  or  iMiglish.  De 
Jaunay  objected  to  this  course  and  remarked  that  it  would 
rai.sc  great  jealousy  among  the  Indians,  to  act  so  with  the 
French  traders.  This  circumstance  unfavourably  impressed 
Gladwin,f  and  confirmed  him  in  his  belief  that  the  machina- 

*  I'ontiac  S.,  p.  316. 

t  "  I  (Joiiclude  that  the  French  are  at  tlie  lidttfiiii  of  this  .\flair,  in  order  to 
Ruin  the  British  Merchants  &  Engross  the  Traile  to  themselves,  as  many  of  them 
are  Slupiil  Enouijh  to  Heheve  that  they  will  be  perniitteil  to  .Supply  the  Indians 
with  Everything  they  want  hefore  an  Accommodation  takes  place."  (Jladwin  to 
Amherst,  3rd  July,  1763.     Can.  Arch.,  A.  iS:  \V.  I.,  98. 1,  p.  310. 
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ti()iis  of  the  French  had  led  to  the  outbreak,  an  opinion  he 
cxprcssetl  to  Anilicrst. 

Ghulwin  learned  from  the  missionar)'  the  "  imnien.se  booty  " 
obtained  at  IMichillimackinac,  in  which  were  fifty  barrels  of 
powder,  information  the  more  unacceptable,  as  it  promised  a 
continuance  of  the  attack.  Althoui^h  there  had  been  no 
deficiency  of  su[)plies  amon<.(  his  assailants,  and  their  ainmuni- 
tion  had  been  plentiful,  the  hope  of  its  exhaustion  had 
always  been  entertained  ;  it  was  now  to  be  feared  that  this 
supply  would  be  an  incentive  to  f^i-eater  activity.  His  own 
situation  became  more  tryini^,  when  he  had  to  admit  his 
inability  to  aid  Etherin^ton  ;  but  nothing  else  could  be  done, 
and  it  only  remained  for  de  Jaunay  to  return  to  IMichillimack- 
inac with  the  painful  news  that  there  was  no  prospect  of 
relief 

On  Etherini^ton's  arrival  at  LWrbrc  Croc/n\  he  luul  sent  by 
a  canoe  of  Ottawas  a  letter  to  Gorell  at  (jreen  ba}',  in  which 
he  related  the  attack  with  its  consccjuences,  "•''■; ing  him  orders 
to  leave  his  post  immediatel)-  with  his  detachment  and  the 
traders  present,  and  to  come  dr)wn  to  VArbrc  Crochc ,\\\\\\o\\\. 
tnuchintj  at  IMichillimackinac,  keeping  on  his  jrnard  atjainst 
surprise.  Gorell  called  a  council  of  the  Indians  who  were 
around  his  post,  and  as  the\'  were  opposed  to  the  Ojibeways, 
they  conscntetl  to  accompaii\'  him.  .\ttcnded  b\'  ninety 
warriors  of  the  Menomonies,  with  some  Green  ba\'  Indians, 
Gorell  arrived  at  his  destination.  He  and  his  party  were  well 
received  by  the  Ottawas.  After  several  councils,  extendinc:^ 
over  some  da\'s,  the  Ottawas  consented  that  the  i)risoners,  for 
so  the  survivors  of  Michillimackinac  coukl  be  rcall_\-  considered, 
should  take  their  departure.  The\'  left  on  the  iSth  of  Iul\- ; 
passing  by  Georgian  bay,  they  ascended  French  river  to  lake 
Ni  )issing,  and  descended  the  Ottawa  to  Montreal,  where  the\- 
arrived  on  the  13th  (•>{  August.  Gage,  then  in  command, 
directed  that  presents  should  be  made  to  the  Ottawas  for  the 
assistance  they  luul  renderetl  ICtherington  and  his  party. 

The  (Mily  posts  which  now  remained  unattacked  were  the 
forts  connecting  lake  Erie  with  fort   Pitt.     Their  days  were, 
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however,  numbcrcil.  I'resqu'ilc  was  the  first  to  fall  ;  it  was 
fjarrisoiicd  by  cnsijjjn  Christie,  and  twenty-four  men.  Johnson 
described  it  as  capable  of  defence  with  triflincr  joss  against  any 
attack  of  small  amis.*  It  was  assailed  on  the  15th  of  June. 
The  few  men  withdrew  to  the  block-house  which  was  situate 
on  rising  ground,  within  forty  j-ards  of  two  hills,  from  which 
the  assailants  discharged  arrows  with  burning  pitch  and 
other  combustibles  upon  the  building,  with  the  design  of  setting 
it  on  fire.  The  attempt  was  frecpiently  successful,  but  the 
fiames  were  fortunately  extinguished.  As  water  commenced 
to  fall  short,  a  well  was  dug  in  the  block-house  with  great 
labour.  The  fight  contimied  until  the  night  of  the  i6th. 
Then  a  voice  in  h^'cnch  called  out  that  further  resistance  would 
be  of  no  avail,  for  an  attemjjt  would  be  made  to  burn  the  block- 
liouse,  above  and  below.  Christie  asketl  if  there  was  any  one 
present  who  spoke  I^iglish.  He  was  answered  by  a  man  who 
had  been  a  soldier,  either  a  deserter  or  a  prisoner,  fighting  in 
the  ranks  of  the  savages,  who  notified  him  that  if  the  defcntlcrs 
then  surrendered,  their  lives  would  be  spared,  but,  if  they 
continued  their  resistance,  tlie\  would  be  burned  alive. 
Christie  asked  that  he  should  be  allowed  until  morning  to 
give  his  replj^.  When  da}-light  came  he  formed  the  opinion 
that  the  preparations  made  would  be  successful.  He 
thcri^fore  surrendered  on  the  condition  that  the  defenders 
should  remain  unharmed  and  be  allowed  to  proceed  to  the 
next  post.  They  were,  however,  made  prisoners  arul  taken  to 
Detroit.  Christie  .shortly  afterwards  had  the  good  fortune  to 
escape.  The  surrender  of  Presiiu'ile  caused  great  dissatisfac- 
tion, l^oucjuet,  who  knew  well  the  strength  of  the  ])ost, 
described  the  capitulation  as  shameful,  and  it  was  to  be  hoped 
that  Christie  was  dead  for  his  own  sake.-j-  The  opinion  seems 
to  have  been  general  that  he  should  have  communicated  with 
Niagara,  and  have  defended  his  post  until  he  was  reinforced, 
the  distance  b\'  water  being  aljout  one  hundred  and  fortj' 
miles. 

•  N-.Y.  Doc,  VII.,  p.  533. 

t  Can.  Aicl).,  A.,  12.2,  p.  508.     HoiKiuct  lo  Cuny,  4tli  July,  17O3. 
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The  block-house  of  Le  liceuf  was  attacked  on  the  i.Sth  of 
June  ;  it  was  situated  at  the  southern  end  of  the  portage,  where 
the  canoe  navij^ation  coininenccd,  on  a  tributary  of  the 
Alleghany,  and  was  held  b}'  ensicjn  Price  and  thirteen  men. 
The  Indians  succeeded  in  scttinj^  the  block-house  on  fire, and 
placed  themselves  before  the  entrance  to  shoot  down  those 
who  came  out.  In  the  desperation  of  their  position  the 
inmates  escaped  by  the  rear  to  the  woods.  The  Indians, 
bclicvinj.;  that  the  men  had  not  left  the  block-house,  continued 
their  fire  and  remained  before  the  opening.  During  the  night, 
in  their  jjassage  to  the  .south,  the  party  failed  to  keep  together. 
Price,  with  seven  men,  reached  fort  Pitt  on  the  2r)th.  We 
have  no  tidings  of  the  remaining  six,  and  can  only  hope  that 
they  safely  escaped. 

Nothing  is  known  of  the  capture  of  Venango.  Gray,  one 
of  the  detachment  at  Presqu'ilc,  who  managed  toreach  fort  Pitt, 
as  he  passed  the  spot,  found  the  block-house  burned  to  the 
ground.  No  man  remained  alive  to  tell  the  story  of  its 
destruction.  The  report  reached  Johnson  that  it  had  been 
sur])riscd  by  the  C'henussios,  who  roamed  about  the  neighbour- 
hood. They  killed  the  few  men  who  held  it,  with  the  officer  in 
command,  lieutenant  Gordon,  previously  making  the  latter 
write  down  the  reasons  of  the  Indian  attack  as  having  been 
caused  by  the  dcarness  of  powder  and  other  articles  ;  by  the 
feeling  that  when  ill-treated  by  any  of  the  British,  the  Indians 
could  (jbtain  no  redress  ;  and  it  had  become  plain  from  the 
number  of  posts  established  that  the  iMiglish  intended  to 
take  pos.session  of  all  the  Indian  country;  they  had  therefore 
determined  to  destroy  the  white  man. 

During  the  period  when  the  destruction  of  these  several 
forts  was  being  effected,  attacks  upon  the  traders  proceeding 
to  fort  Pitt  were  of  frcciuent  occurrence.  Fort  Ligonier,  on 
the  route  from  Bedford  to  the  Ohio,  was  also  assailed  by 
parties  hanging  about  its  outskirts  ;  they  were,  however,  beaten 
off  On  the  night  of  the  21st  of  June,  Blaine,  the  officer  in 
command,  reported  to  Bouquet  that  a  strong  party  had 
attacked  him  and  had  been  repulsed,  and  that  on  the  follow- 
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itiff  morm'iij^  they  killed  thirteen  cows  in  the  ncij^hbourhooil 
and  burned  a  house. 

J'ort  i'itt  was  eflicicnll)-  placed  in  defence  by  tlie  officer  in 
command,  captain  l^cuyer.  As  the  parapet  was  low  and 
decayed,  and  exposed  to  be  enfiladed,  he  restored  it  by  a  new 
structure  of  Uv^s  ;  he  palisaded  the  iinier  area,  and  even 
shewed  his  ini^eiiuity  by  construclint;  a  fire  engine.  Such  was 
the  confidence  he  imparted  to  his  small  t^arrison  and  the 
settlers  established  in  the  neighbourhood,  that  they  made 
the  greatest  exertions  to  obtain  his  praise.*  I'".cii\er  was  not 
attacked  until  the  27th  of  July,  and  the  assault  was  continued 
to  ti.c  1st  of  August,  when  the  Indians,  leanu'ng  of  Houcjuet's 
approach,  abandoned  the  siege  with  the  design  of  exterminat- 
ing Houc|uet,  for  they  knew  that  his  object  was  to  reinforce 
the  garrison,  liouquet  subsec|uentl\'  dcscribeil  their  boldness 
as  scarcely  credible.  They  took  post  under  the  banks  of 
both  rivers,  where  the)'  tlug  rille  pits,  and  kept  up  an  incessant 
fire,  throwing  fire  arrows  in  the  hope  of  burning  the  barracks. 
Their  efforts  tlid  not  leatl  to  great  disaster,  for  they  succeeded 
in  killing  only  one  of  the  garrison  and  in  wounding  seven. 

On  the  26th  of  July  previous  to  the  commencement  of  the 
attack,  a  deputation  of  Delawares  waited  upon  Kcuyer.  As  the 
Indian  spokesman  expressed  it,  he  was  present  out  of  frieiul- 
ship  and  regard  to  the  British  garrison,  the  Delawares  having 
received  a  belt  from  the  Ottawas  at  Detroit,  to  tell  them  that 
the  Ottawas  were  coming  that  way  and  expected  to  stop  at 
nothing.  In  the  Indian  metai)hor  they  would  eat  up  and 
seize  everything  in  their  path.  With  this  danger  threatening 
the  British,  he  advised  Ecuyer  with  the  garrison  to  go  home: 
they,  their  wives  and  children,  and  leave  the  place,  in  order 
to  avoid  the  harm  which  otherwise  would  befall  them. 
Kcuycr's  reply  was  what  nn'ght  have  been  expected  from  a 
British  officer  :  he  told  them  that  the  forts  were  of  benefit  to 
the  Indian.  Ilis  own  post  he  resolutely  refused  to  abandon  ; 
he  had  warriors,  provisicMis  and  ammunition,  to  defend  it  for 
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three  years  against  all  the  Iniliaiis  in  the  woods.  "  We  shall 
never  abandon  it,"  he  continued,  "  as  lon^f  as  a  white  man  lives 
in  America.  1  despise  the  Ottawas,  ,and  am  very  much 
surprised  at  our  brothers,  the  1  )e!awares,  for  proposing  to  u.s  to 
leave  tin's  i)lacc  and  <^o  home.  This  is  our  home."  They  had 
attacked  the  forts  without  reason  or  jjrovocation  ;  they  had 
murdereil  and  phmdered  the  soldiers  and  traders  and  had 
stolen  and  destro\ed  their  horses  and  cattle,  while  they 
pretended  to  be  friendly.  He  threatened  them  if  they 
appeared  before  the  fori  he  would  blow  them  to  atoms,  and 
he  advised  them  to  keep  at  a  distance,  for  he  diil  not  desire  to 
injure  them,  llis  speech  <^oaded  them  to  madness,  and  they 
resolved  upon  an  immediate  attack,*  and  with  all  the  men  they 
could  gather  they  began  to  assail  the  fort. 

The  success  of  the  Indian  attempts,  extending,  as  has  been 
narrated,  throughout  the  entire  territory  of  the  western  lakes, 
and  the  Ohio,f  Detroit  ami  fort  IMtt  alone  successfully 
resisting  the  assaults,  led  to  the  same  continuous  persever- 
ing warfare  on  the  settlers  wliich  followed  liraddock's 
disaster.  The  frontiers  of  Pennsylvania  and  Virginia  were 
desolated.  Homesteads  were  burned,  those  dwelling  in  them 
failing  to  escape  were  killed  and  scalped.  Prisoners,  includ- 
ing young  women  and  children,  were  carried  away  as  slaves. 

♦  A.  lS:  W.  I..  98.2,  p.  393. 

t  'I'lie  forts  were  attacked  at  the  fullowint;  dates:  — 

Detroit 9th  May,  1 763. 

Sandusky  l6tli    " 

Fort  .Saint  Joseph,  lake  Michigan 25th     "  " 

Miami,  river  Maumee 27th     "  '* 

Cuyler's  force  surprised  at  point  I'elee,  lake  Erie   28th    "  " 

Ouiatanon  on  the  Wahash 1st  June,  " 

Michilliniackinac,  lake  Michigan 4th     "  " 

l'res<|u'ilL-,  lake   Krie 15th     " 

I.e  lUcuf,  Alleghany  creek 1 8th    " 

Venango,  junction  of  streams  previous  to . .  .20th     "  " 

Ligonier. 2 1 st     "  " 

Green  Hay  (abandoned) 2 1st     "  " 

F'ort  Pitt 27th  July,  " 

It  can  thus  be  seen  that  with  the  exception  of  fort  I'itt,  these  ten  attacks  were 
made  within  six  weeks. 
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Their  fate  (Ic'iuMulcd  on  the  whim  of  the  savaj^c,  for  sex  and 
u^e  often  proved  no  protection.  The  terrified  settlers  hurried 
to  the  eastern  towns  for  safety  ;  a  j^^eiieral  terror  .seized  the 
poi)ulatioii,  and  it  was  evident  tliat  tlie  country  was  aj^ain  in 
one  of  those  crises,  when  it  becanie  tlie  liuty  of  tlie  i^overnmcnt 
actively  to  i)ut  forth  every  resource  at  its  command,  to  stay 
the  advance  of  spoliation  and  murder. 
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CIIAPTl'R  III. 


AlthouLjh  it  had  liccii  surmised  that  the  Indians  wltc  dis- 
satisfied, anil  that  sonic  movement  of  disaffection,  which  boded 
no  good,  was  in  ai^itation,  no  such  organ i /at ion  for  mischief  as 
that  I  have  described  was  thought  possible.  As  on  previous 
occasions,  it  was  beUeved  that  tlie  discontent,  after  some 
muttering,  would  pass  away,  from  the  fact  that  British  power 
was  too  assured  to  be  resisted.  I  have  mentioned  (iladwin's 
report  on  the  subject.*  At  the  end  of  March  (iladwin  had 
received  a  letter  from  Holmes,  at  fort  Miami,  that  a  bloody 
belt  had  been  sent  among  the  Miamis  from  the  Shawanees. 
In  .April  (Iladwin  informed  .\mherst,  that  the  Shawanees  and 
Delawares  were  discussing  if  it  would  be  politic  to  begin  an 
attack  on  the  British  forts  now  that  there  was  no  preparation 
to  meet  it.f  Amherst  wrote  to  sir  William  Johnson  on  the 
subject,  giving  his  opinion  that  it  was  not  in  the  power  of  the 
Indians  to  effect  anything  of  consefjuence  against  us.  I  le  had 
scarcely  written  his  letter  when  he  received  a  report  from 
ICcuyer,  that  the  Indians  had  massacred  two  men  in  the  saw- 
mill near  fort  Titt,  and  had  carried  off  some  horses  in  the 
neighbourhootl  ;  consequently  Amherst  gathered  together 
what  men  he  could  send  forward  to  strengthen  the  force  in  the 
west,  placing  them  under  Bouquet's  orders.  liut  he  still 
failed  to  sec  the  urgency  of  the  situation,  and  such  was  the 
opinion  of  those  around  him  in  New  York  ;  an  opinion  it  may 
be  said  which  has  continued  unchanged  in  that  longitude  to 
this  day.  1'"(m'  no  one  of  their  histories  records  the  danger 
oi  the  situation  of  that  time,  and  that  the  preservation  of 
the  then  western  frontiers  from  desolation  was  <.\uc  to  the 
direct   intervention    of  tlu-  mother  country  in   their  defence. 

*     AlllL-,     ]).     I  J. 

t  201I1  Mau.li,  1763.     Can.  Arcli.,  95^.  I,  p.  So. 
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Certainly  the  rccot^nitioii  of  the  service,  performed  by  the 
imperial  troops  in  these  tryii^tr  tiines,  bore  little  part  in  the 
refusal  to  furnish  barracks  for  them  on  the  march,  and  to 
participate  in  the  cost  of  national  defence  by  the  paltry  con- 
tributif)n  of  the  stamp  act.  Even  as  late  as  the  6th  of  June 
Amherst  wrote  to  ]5ou(|i!ct,  "  I  am  persuaded  this  Alarm  will 
end  in  Nothing  more  than  a  rash  atteinpt  of  what  the  Scnecas 
have  been  threatening." 

As  the  news  arrived  of  the  destruction  of  life  at  the  several 
posts,  Amherst  awoke  to  the  tlangcr  of  the  situation.  \W  the 
end  of  June  he  understooil  that  "the  affair  of  the  Indians 
was  more  general  than  was  apprehended."  Some  companies 
of  light  infantrj'  were  ordered  to  march  to  the  west.  Me  had 
at  his  disposal  only  the  regiments  returnetl  from  Cuba,  weak 
in  numbers,  thinned  by  casualties  and  sickness,  to  enter  upon 
a  campaign  which  called  for  a  powerful  force  distinguished  b)- 
strength,  determination,  and  cntlurance.  He  was  convinced 
of  the  true  character  of  the  crisis,  and  that  no  ordinary 
exertions  were  demanded,  by  learning  the  application  of 
Gladwin  to  the  commandant  at  Niagara  for  reinforcements. 
He  had  also  received  the  report  from  ijlatlwin  of  the  attack. 
It  was  encouraging,  fiom  the  confidence  expressed  of  the 
spirit  of  the  garrison,  and  that  the  supi^ly  of  provisions  and 
ammunition  would  last  until  the  arrival  of  reinforcements  ; 
but  it  was  not  possible  to  be  blind  to  the  danger  in  which 
the  fort  was  placetl. 

The  relief  of  Detroit  becoming  the  first  consideration,  an 
expedition  was  organized  and  placed  under  the  command  of 
ca[)tain  Dalyell,  Amherst's  aide-de-camp,  a  young  soldier  of 
reputation  and  promise.  The  force,  conii)osed  of  the  55th 
and  80th  regiments,  with  twenty  rangers  under  Rogers  and 
six  artilleryinen,  nuuihering  2S0  men,  left  fort  Schlosser  in 
twenty-two  barges,  and  passing  along  the  south  shore  of  lake 
Erie,  reached  Sandusky  on  the  26th  of  July.  At  this  place 
they  landed.  They  found  the  Wx'andot  village  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood abandoned  ;  the  troops  consequently  pillaged  tlie 
ripe  corn,  destroying  what  they  could  not  bring  away.     The}' 
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arrived  at  the  river  IJetroit  on  the  ni^ht  of  the  2(Sth,  fortu- 
nately darin;^  a  thick  fot^.  As  the  outline  of  the  ai)proaching 
barges  became  imi^erfectly  visible,  the  excitement  of  those 
observing  them  was  the  mf)re  intense.  There  was  no  positive 
knowledge  that  an  expedition  was  to  arrive,  and  it  was 
thought  possible  that  the  approaching  barges  might  contain 
more  Indians  to  strengthen  the  attacking  force.  A  gun  was 
fncd  to  test  the  character  of  the  half-seen  ves.sels  ;  it  was 
answered  by  a  cannon  shot  from  the  barges.  Then^  could  no 
longer  be  doubt  that  the  hoped  for  reinforcement  was  present, 
Gladwin  accordingly  embarked  in  one  of  the  barges  at  the 
wharf  to  meet  the  expedition.  As  the  bateaux  passed  up 
stream  tliey  were  fired  upon  from  the  villages  of  the  llurons 
and  i'oxes  ;  a  fusilade  by  which  two  men  v.ore  mortally  and 
thirteen  slightly  wounded. 

The  troops  landed  on  Friday,  the  29th.  It  was  determined 
on  the  following  day  that  a  sortie  should  be  made.  The 
proposal  arose  with  DaK'cll,  and  he  asked  as  a  personal 
favour  that  the  command  should  be  given  to  him.  (iladwin 
considered  Pontiac  too  much  on  his  guard  to  be  suri)rised. 
Dalyell  replied  to  the  objection  that  it  was  the  only  oppor- 
tunity which  would  offer  to  "give  liim  a  stroke,"  for  if  it  was 
not  attempted  I'ontiac  ^v(nlld  run  off.  Gladwin  much  against 
his  judgment  acceded  to  the  reciuest.  Pontiac's  camp  was 
about  two  miles  and  a  half  distance  to  the  north,  at  a  place 
then  called  Parent's  creek.  Thirty  )-ears  ago  the  creek  had 
not  been  included  in  the  improvements  of  the  locality  ;  it  has 
since  been  filled  up  and  cannot  be  identifieil,  although  the 
site  is  well  known  and  the  memory  of  the  night's  attack  is 
preserved,  under  the  title  then  given  to  it,  "Blood}-  run."* 

*  I  c.iniiot  L'lituoly  absolve  Aiiiherst  from  res|)oii.sil)iliiy  in  tlio  niallcr  of  this 
.sortie.  In  his  letters  1il>  constantly  reconmieiuls  offensive  operations  ;  while  the 
coniluct  of  I'alyell,  his  aidi-dc-camp,  so  .strongly  advocating  them  on  this  on'"'- 
sion,  sii^fjests  that  he  felt  homiil  to  act  on  the  opinion  of  liis  commaiui'.i^  olVieer. 
1  lie  re  is  ni)  reconl  beyond  the  facts  themselves  to  sustain  this  rL'n,ark.  I'iiey 
however  establish  that  Andierst  considered  that  a  nieiely  defensive  policy  would 
attain  no  satisfactory  result.  Wo  thus  loarn  from  Amherst  himself,  although 
not  in  express  words,  that  with  the  forci-  of  I  )alyell  well  and  gallantly  led,  there 
was  an  opportunity  of  giving  I'ontiac  a  con['-di'-palte,  from  which  he  could  not 
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About  half-p;ist  two  in  the  inoniing  of  the  31st  July,  a 
picked  detachment  of  two  hundred  and  forty-seven  troops 
left  the  fort  and  marched  alonj^  the  road  two  deep.  Two 
boat.s  asv^ended  the  river  as  the  troops  advanced,  to  aid  in  the 
attack,  and  in  case  of  enierLjency  to  take  off  the  killed  and 
wounded.  About  a  mile  from  the  fort  the  troops  were 
formed  into  platoons,  and  after  proceeding  about  a  mile  fur- 
ther, the  advance  guard  was  firetl  upon.  It  was  very  dark, 
and  the  troo^js  by  the  fire  were  momentarily  thrown  into 
confusion.  It  was  subscciuently  stated,  that  some  of  the  [)arties 
inside  the  fort  informed  friends  outside,  who  communicated 
the  design  to  Pontiac.  The  main  body  returned  the  fire  ; 
almost  simultaneously  the  rear,  commanded  by  Grant,  was 
firetl  upon  from  houses  about  twenty  yards  from  the  left.  A 
compaii)'  was  faced  in  this  direction  and  returned  the  fire. 
Dalyell  ordered  Grant  to  take  possession  of  the  house,  which 
Grant  succeeded  in  doing.  Two  men  were  found  there,  and 
they  gave  the  information  that  the  Indians  had  long  lain  in 
wait,  having  been  ai)prized  of  the  intended  .sortie.  They 
further  said  that  three  hundred  of  I'ontiac's  force  were  present, 
and  that  the  intention  was,  to  cut  off  the  column  by  getting 
between  it  and  the  fort.  .An  hour  later,  Dalyell  reappeared 
from  the  front  with  Haby  and  .Saint  Martin,  who  were  [)resent 
as  volunteers  and  had  acted  as  guides.  He  told  Grant  that 
the  attack  had  failed,  and  that  the  detachment  must  retire. 
He  ordered  (irant  with  his  force  to  march  towards  the  fort, 
and  take  p()st  in  an  orchaid  which  Haby  woukl  i)oint  out. 
After  proceeding  half  a  mile  shots  were  fired  on  Grant's 
flank  ;  he  had  then  taken  post  in  a  well  fenced  orchard,  and 
while  engaged  in  defending  himself  from  this  attack,  lieu- 
recover,  -SO  the  siege  coulil  be  r.iised.  D.ilyell's  character  was  essentially  one  to 
be  afi'ected  by  this  opinion  ;  and  his  hiy;h  sense  of  military  honour  would  lead  him 
to  request  that  the  post  of  dantjer  should  be  assit,nieil  to  himself,  rnclced  it  is 
questionable,  if  an  officer  who  had  seen  tlie  service  of  (Had win,  would  have  per- 
mitte<l  his  judgment  (o  have  been  ovemileil  by  an  arj^ument  of  less  importance, 
tiian  that  in  accedinj;  lo  Dalyells  representations,  he  was  in  reality  carrying  out 
the  policy  of  the  general  in  commaml ;  and  there  would  have  been  serious  respon- 
sibility in  hesitating  to  acce|)l  it,  when  U)  some  extent  it  was  authoritatively 
represented  to  him. 
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tenant  McDougall,  acting  as  adjutant-general,  arrived  to  tell 
him  that  Dalyell  was  killed,  and  Gray  had  been  seriously 
wounded,  when  driving  the  Indians  from  a  breast-work  of 
cord-wood.  The  command  consequently  devolved  upon 
Grant.  At  the  same  time  he  was  informed  by  an  officer 
named  Bean,  that  Rogers  could  not  get  off  unless  covered  by 
the  boats.  Grant  detached  I'aulli  with  twenty  men  to  drive 
off  a  party  of  the  Indians  who  were  annoying  his  detachment 
and  "gauled  those  joining  him."  As  I'aulli  executed  this 
duty,  killing  .several  who  occupied  this  position,  Grant  took 
possession  of  the  enclosures,  barns  and  fences.  His  retreat 
was  now  secure,  and  what  remained  of  the  force  being  as.sem- 
bled,  he  sent  word  to  Rogers  to  join  him.  The  latter  pre- 
ferred to  wait  for  the  boats.  The  boats  accordingly  proceeded 
to  his  aid,  one  of  which  took  on  board  captain  Gray  and  the 
wounded  men.  Subseciuently  it  returned  to  the  .scene  of 
action,  but  the  enemy  did  not  wait  its  arrival  and  retired,  so 
that  Grant  unmolested  continued  his  retreat,  arriving  at  the 
fort  about  eight  in  the  morning.  The  loss  of  the  detachment 
of  all  ranks  was  20  killed,  42  wounded,  total,  62,  of  about  247 
men,  being  every  fourth  man  present.  * 

*   Dcl.-iil  (if  action  of  3ISI  July,  1763. 

Killeil.  Woumletl. 

CapLiins .  .  I 

Lieutenanls .  .  .  .  . .       3 

.Sergeants . .  i 

I  )iiiinmcr ,  . .  .  .  . .        I 

liixnk  .inil  File 

35tli  Regiment i.>  ••  28     . . 

Royal  .\nierii:ans i  . .  6 

80th  Rei;inient 2  . .  3 

Queen's  rangers 2  I S  I      38 

20  42 

Amherst,  in  reporting  the  re|)ulse  to  lord  Iv^reniont,  speaks  feelingly  of 
Dalyell  "as  a  brave  and  good  officer,  who  fell  in  trying  to  bring  off  some  wounded 
men."  [.\.  i\:  \V.  I.,  98.2,  p.  354. J  I  do  not  read  this  passage  as  a  pergonal  act  of 
Dalyell  in  rescuing  a  wounded  soldier,  but,  that  when  I  he  retreat  was  determined 
he  resolutely  remaineil  to  see  the  wounded  removed,  himself  occupying  an  exposed 
jiosition  until  the  duty  was  effected.  I  cm  find  no  narrative  of  the  circumstances 
of  Dalyell's  death  given  in  the  detail  of  this  action.  It  may  be  inferred  that  he 
was  m.ade  soon  to  understand  that  his  attack  had  failed,  arul  he  ajipears  to  have 
been  killed  shortly  after  the  retreat  was  found  necessary. 
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Although  the  attack  luul  not  attained  its  object,  it  was  not 
entirely  without  effect ;  the  Indians  had  been  so  severely 
handled  th  -t  they  could  not  interfere  with  the  march  back. 
The  small  gun-boats  were  always  a  source  of  terror  to  them, 
and.  moreover,  there  was  now  a  strong  garrison  at  Detroit. 
Amherst  on  receiving  the  report  was  exceedingly  chagrined  ; 
he  wrote  (jladwin  that  he  would  send  him  formidable  rein- 
forcements so  that  he  could  take  active  proceedings.  He 
offered  a  reward  of  /,lOO  [N.Y.J  to  any  one  who  would  kill 
l^ontiac,  or  the  chief  who  had  perpetrated  the  murder  of 
captain  Campbell  ;  and  he  gave  instructions  to  lieutenant 
Gardiner  of  the  55th  to  take  no  prisoners,  but  to  put  all  to 
death  who  fell  into  his  hands.  * 

An  event  had  occurretl  a  few  weeks  previousl)-,  to  which 
attention  must  be  paid,  so  that  the  harshness  of  these  stern 
orders  may  be  understood.  At  the  end  of  June,  lieutenant 
Cuyler,  more  fortunate  than  on  his  first  expedition,  arrived  with 
fift}-  men.  The  strength  of  the  garrison  being  thus  increased, 
on  the  4th  of  Jul)'  following,  lieutenant  Hay  with  forty  men 
was  sent  to  fetch  powder  and  lead  from  Baby's,  and  to  destroy 
an  intrenchment  which  had  been  thrown  up  and  threatened  to 
cause  trouble.  The  Indians  were  advised  of  the  sortie  and 
attacked  the  party  ;  a  reinforcement  was  sent  which  repulsed 
the  enemy.  The  latter  retreated,  leaving  three  dead  ujjon  the 
ground.  It  will  be  remembered  that  captain  Campbell  had 
been  retained  a  prisoner  by  I'ontiac,  in  violation  of  every 
principle  of  good  faith,  and  even  Indian  hospitality  antl 
justice.!  This  officer,  owing  to  I'ontiac's  representations, 
after  the  attack  of  the  Qtli  of  May,  had  proceeded  to  the 
Indian  cam])  in  order  to  treat  about  some  terms  of  accommo- 
dation. It  had  been  hoped  that  his  personal  popularity  with 
the  tribe  would  lead  to  a  satisfactory  arrangement  ;  but 
whether  he  succeeded  or  failed,  his  mission  was  that  of 
an  ambassador  of  peace,  and  it  was  regarded  as  a  matter  of 
course  that  he  would  be  permitted  to  return  harmless.    Pontiac 


*  Can.  Arch.,  A.  \  \V.  I.,  yS.  i, 
f  Ante,  p.  19. 
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treacherously  detained  liiin,  and  took  measures  that  he  should 
be  closely  [guarded.  Always  a  savat^e,  Pontiac  had  on  occa- 
sions played  the  stake  of  Campbell's  life,  even  placing  him  in 
prominence  on  an  attack  of  boats,  to  stay  the  fire  of  the 
defenders. 

After  the  repulse  on  the  occasion  mentioned,  when  one  of 
the  principal  chiefs  had  been  killed,  poor  Campbell  was  butch- 
ered in  re\en;^e  for  his  loss.  He  was  an  excellent  officer, 
universally  esteemed,  and  this  murderous  retribution  was  the 
less  e.Kpected,  from  the  fact  that  he  had  constanth'  shewn 
<j;reat  consideration  to  the  Indians.  The  murder  was  a 
merciless,  useless  act,  one  of  the  many  proofs  of  I'ontiac's 
true  character. 

No  active  operations  after  this  date  were  directed  asjjainst 
Detroit.  Gladwin's  one  apprehension  was  that  he  mit^ht  fall 
short  of  provisions,  and  in  this  desperate  situation  be  com- 
pelled to  abandon  his  post.  1  lis  position  beinj^  well  known 
to  Amherst,  he  could  look  forward  to  beinjj^  reinforced,  to 
become  the  assailant;  above  all  that  he  would  receive  full  sup- 
plies. The  t^arrison  however,  continued  beleaijuered  durinj^  the 
months  of  Aui^ust  and  September.  The  Indians  hovered  about 
constantly  on  the  alert,  watching  every  opportunity  to  harass 
the  defenders  and  interrupt  all  communication  with  the  east. 
The  season  in  the  meantime  was  advancing,  to  bring  to  the 
Indians  a  warning,  that  the  time  hatl  arrived  for  them  to 
provide  against  the  cold  and  want  of  winter:  dem;inds  which 
cannot  be  satisfied  by  promises  or  be  made  less  urgent  by 
hope,  and  supplies  from  the  Illinois  were  now  no  longer  fur- 
nished. Pontiac  had  likewise  to  a  great  extent  subsisted  on 
what  he  could  gather  in  the  neighbourhood  ;  but  the  settlers, 
whatever  their  sympathies,  iniwillingiy  sacrificed  their  prop- 
crt}-.  There  was  this  difference  between  the  garrison  and 
I'ontiac's  force:  in  the  former  case  payment  was  made  in  silver 
dollars,  or  if  temporarily  deferred,  was  regarded  ascertain.  In 
the  latter,  there  was  only  slight  prubability  of  any  e(|uivalent 
being  obtained  for  what  was  taken.  The  Ottawas  had  heard 
also  of  Bouquet's  victory  at  Edge  Hill,  which   I  have  here- 
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after  to  relate.  The  thorou.ijh  defeat  of  the  Dclawarcs  and 
Shawanees  could  not  Init  have  powerfully  told  its  talc.  They 
themselves  had  found  war  to  be  no  pastime.  Ninety  of  their 
best  chiefs  had  fallen,  and  on  no  occasion  in  their  contact  with 
the  garri.son  had  they  come  off  unscathed  ;  with  winter  upon 
them  they  were  more  removed  from  success  than  ever.  At 
this  crisis  news  was  broui^ht  that  major  Wilkins  was  leaving 
fort  Niagara  with  a  large  and  powerful  force,  which  they  could 
not  hope  to  surprise,  the  object  of  the  expedition  being  to 
inflict  severe  punishment  upon  them.  They  knew  that  in 
the  coming  months  of  cold  and  ])rivation  they  must  starve, 
unless  they  could  obtain  food  by  hunting  ;  their  only  hope  of 
life  now  lay  in  peace,  and  they  determined  to  apply  for  it. 

Gladwin  reports  that  they  did  .so  in  the  most  submissive 
manner.*  He  was  more  disposed  to  listen  to  the  application 
as  he  had  scarcel\-  Hour  enough  to  last  a  fortnight,  and  he 
had  the  alternative  of  entertaining  the  proposals,  or,  in  the 
event  of  supplies  not  reaching  liim,  of  abandoning  his  post. 
Nevertheless  he  betrayed  no  sign  of  weakness  ;  he  told  the 
deputation  that  they  had  begun  the  w  ar,  not  he  ;  therefore 
that  it  was  not  in  his  power  to  make  ])cace.  However  he  did 
not  doubt,  if  they  could  coiuince  the  British  of  their  sincerity 
evcrj-thing  wnild  be  well  again.  Hostilities  accordingly 
ceased.  Many  of  the  Indians  dispersed  to  their  hunting- 
grounds,  and  ( J  lad  win  obtained  the  tlour  he  was  in  want  of 
This  proceeding  had  been  hastened  b}'the  arrival  of  a  volunteer 
from  fort  Chartres,  one  M.  de  Ouindre,  on  the  31st  of  the 
month,  with  letters  from  the  governor,  dated  the  27th  of 
September;  one  addressed  to  Gladwin  telling  him  of  the  peace 
lately  made  ;  a  second  to  the  inhabitants  of  Detroit,  offering 
them  facilities  to  establish  themselves  on  the  Alississippi  ;  a 
third  was  sent  to  the  Indians  engaged  in  the  operations  against 
the  fort,  notifying  them  that  they  might  look  for  no  more 
assistance  from  the  Illinois.  A  special  message  of  the  same 
tenor  was  sent  directly  to  Pontiac.  The  letter  of  the  French 
commandant    to    the    Indians,  however    cautiously  written, 

•  On  llie  13111  of  Ocl()l)ei-.     Can.  .'Vich.,  A.  &  \V.  1.,  121. 1,  p.  7. 
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shewed  the  desire  for  a  continuance  of  their  past  relations. 
Ill  bickiinj;  tlicni  farewell,  he  asked  them  to  entertain  kindly 
feelings  towards  such  of  the  k'rench  as  would  continue  to 
remain  among  them.  lie  was  himself  going  to  New  Orleans, 
whence  he  would  discuss  with  the  great  chief  the  means  of 
gi\'ing  them  assistance.  'Ihe  western  bank  (jf  the  Mississippi 
vet  remained  in  the  possession  of  his  gfn'erninent,  and  would 
suppl}'  the  wants  of  those  whu  would  cross  the  river  and 
establish  themselves  in  the  territor}-. 

Pontiac  did  not  join  in  the  proposals  of  peace  inade  in  the 
middle  of  October.  1  Ic  waited  until  the  eiul  (jf  the  month, 
when  he  addressed  a  letter  in  I'rench  to  Gladwin,*  shewing  to 
the  last  the  inlluence  under  which  he  had  acted.  He  stated 
that  his  father,  the  k'rench  king,  had  sent  him  word  to  make 
[icace;  he  had  accepted  the  counsel  and  had  instructed  his 
\  nung  men  to  l)iu\-  their  tomahawks  ;  he  hoped  that  Glad- 
w  in  wcnild  forget  what  was  passed,  as  he  would  do.  He, 
with  the  Sautcurs  and  1  luroiis,  proposetl  to  wait  upon  him, 
and  he  asked  that  an  answer  should  be  sent  to  them.  I'ontiac 
then  wished  him  good  day.  Gladwin  replied  that  as  I'ontiac 
commenced  the  war,  the  matter  must  be  referred  to  the 
general,  as  Gladwin  was  run  master,  and  he  would  re])ort  to  the 
general  that  l\)ntiae  >\"l.cd  to  li\e  in  peace.  1  hat  if  he 
behaved  well  for  the  liU  1  c,  and  the  geneial  was  convinced  of 
the  fact,  all  would  go  well.  So  soon  as  he  received  the 
answer  he  would  communicate  it,  and  so  he  w  ished  I'ontiac 
good  evening. 

I'ontiac's  submission  closed  the  siege,  remarkable  from  the 

*  I'oiiti.ic's  letter  establishes  his  ilependence  on  the  French,  and  Uiat  it  was 
owiiifj  to  the  fiiilure  to  obtahi  fiirtlier  aid,  that  he  made  tlie  proposal  for  pe.ice. 
I  a])iieii'l  the  two  letters,  I'ontiac's  proposril  and  (iiadwin's  reply.  [iJoiKpiet 
papers,  19  2,  p.  52S.] 

"  Cojiie  de  la  lettre  addressee  a  M.  le  coiiiniandeur  a  Detroit  par  I'ontiac,  le 
i'-oct.  1763." 

"  Mon  Frere.  I.a  parole  cpie  mon  I'ere  ni'a  envoyee  jiour  faire  la  I'aix,  je  I'ai 
acce]ii(je,  tons  ines  jeunes  gens  ont  enterre  leuis  casse-tete.s.  Je  pense  <jue  tii 
miblieras  les  mauvaises  choses  qni  .sont  jiasscs  il  y  a  qiieUiue  temjis,  de  nicme 
j'oublierai  ce  que  tu  peux  m'avoir  fait  pour  ne  penser  que  de  bonnes.  Moi  les 
.*^aiilicurs,  les   Ilurons,    nous  devons  t'aller  parler,   (luaml  tu  nous  demanderas. 
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Icntjjth  of  time  it  coiitiiuicd,  from  the  9th  of  May  to  the 
micUIlc  of  ()ctol)cr,  upwards  of  five  months.  It  is  the  only 
instance  of  such  perseverance  in  any  Iiuhan  attack.  Pontiac 
possessed  rare  quahties,  but  with  tlic  evidence  before  us,  he 
cannot  be  held  at  a  higher  estimate  than  as  the  instrument 
of  French  intri<^ue.  The  tact  of  tiie  French  officials  in 
the  manat^emcnt  of  the  Indian  hail  been  consummatetl  by 
upwards  of  a  century  of  experience,  and  with  perfect  art 
they  had  learned  to  manipulate  native  susceptibilit)-,  with  its 
mixture  of  pride  and  vanit}'.  Tiie  Indians  wlio  had  been 
gathereil  round  Detroit  for  the  time  abandoned  the  river,  and 
were  scattered  to  their  huntings  grounds.  I'ontiac  departed 
to  his  village  on  the  Mauinee.  The  fort  was  left  unmolested, 
and  the  months  of  winter  were  available  for  the  works  to  be 
strengthened  and  preparations  made  for  future  defence. 
Gladwin  had  no  illusions  as  to  his  own  position.  He  knew 
that  if  impelled  to  continue  the  struggle,  the  Indians  would 
with  little  hesitation  revert  to  the  attack  ;  but  the\'  were  with- 
out  powder,  and  the  only  source  from  whence  the}'  could 
obtain  it  was  from  New  Orleans,  or  the  French  in  the  Illinois 
country.  NcMie  could  ascend  by  the  St.  Lawrence.  The 
opinion  had  been  forced  upon  Gladwin,  that  no  lasting  peace 
could  be  obtained  until  those  Indian  nations  wiio  had  caused 
the  trouble  were  well  chastised,  so  their  fears  for  tlic  future 
would  be  awakened,  and  thcr  were  taught  that  the  price  to 
be  paid  for  their  enmity  to  traders  and  detached  bodies  of 
men,  was  the  destruction  of  their  villages  and  crops,  the 
certain  suffering  of  their  families,  and  their  own  personal 
punishment   by   death    or   exile.     The  one  argument  to   be 


Fais  nous  la  repoiise.     Je  I'ciivoie  ce  conseil  aliii  ((iie  tu  les  voyes.     Si  lu  es  l)ien 
comiiie  moi,  lu  me  feras  leponse.      (e  te  .sMuhaite  le  l)on  jour."  Pontiac. 

"  Kkpdnsk.  J'ai  re^u  la  lettre  de  cettc  dale.  .*>!  j'avais  CDUinicuct'  la  <;ueno 
j'auroi.i  pu  faire  la  paix,  mais  comuie  vous  I'ave/  coniiueiicci;,  il  faut  (jiih  vous 
attendiez  la  volontcdu  general  la-dessus.  Je  ne  suis  pas  maiux-,  niais  je  niarti  ue 
au  (General  vos  disposilious  p.icifniues  a  piesout  el  (|ue  vs  [t/V]  souhaiuez  de 
vivre  en  paix.  Aiiisi  si  vous  vous  comporlez  bien  a  I'aveiiir  aus>ilot  le  general  en 
sera  convaincu  je  ne  doule  [las  ([ue  toul  ne  soil  bien  (juanil  je  recevrai  sa  kepoiise, 
je  vous  en  ferai  part,  je  te  souhaile  le  bou  soir.'  (JLAUVVIN, 
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enforced  on  thcin  was  that  of  force.  The  events  of  the  year 
had  cstabhshcd  that  no  real  posse.ssion  of  a  territorj'  ua.s 
as.siircd  b}'  forts  constructed  at  loncf  distances  from  each 
other  with  weak  tjarrisons.  In  some  cases  tliey  even  invited 
a,i;i.;rcssion.  It  was  essential  that  the  Indians  should  never 
a.^ain  be  permitted  to  be  a  cause  of  aiixiet)'  ;  that  they  must 
either  be  conciliated  by  the  continual  presentation  of  gratuities 
and  gifts,  or  forcibly  restrained  by  the  firm  arm  of  power 
having  strength  and  organization  to  rebuke  every  attempt  at 
the  subversion  of  authority.  However,  in  other  resi)ccts  a 
beneficial  policy  might  be  followed,  the  Indian  mind  had  to 
be  coerced  tc)  the  extent  of  controlling  its  enmities  anil 
awakening  its  fears.  There  was  no  longer  doubt  as  to  the 
s\-stem  which  should  be  followed,  and  it  was  equally  felt 
that  no  dela\'  should  be  permitted  in  its  introduction.  What- 
ever the  strength  of  the  government,  it  should  be  wielded  in 
uni.son  with  justice  and  benevolence  ;  whatever  the  extent 
of  generous  consideration  given  to  Indian  recjuirements  and 
rights,  antl  it  should  be  unswerving,  the  determination  to 
repress  the  first  s\-mi)tom  of  hostile  feeling,  should  ne\er 
cease  to  be  api)arent. 
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CHAPTER   IV. 

Colonel  Ilcniy  liouquct  has  been  nientioncd  as  the  devoted 
lieutenant  of  l'\)rbes  in  his  advance  against  fort  Duquesne 
in  175.S.*  Throut,du)nl  his  career  in  Canada  he  was  distin- 
i,an'shcd  by  the  hitjhcst  qualities,  and  the  service  performed 
by  him  exacts  the  most  honourable  mention  ;  not  simply 
from  the  success  which  attended  it,  but  from  the  fact  that 
this  success  was  in  no  way  fortuitous,  but  entirely  attributable 
to  his  genius,  thoughtfulness,  determination,  and  untiring 
devotion  to  duty. 

I^ouquet  was  born  at  Rolle  in  tlie  canton  of  Berne  in  1 7 19. 
At  an  early  age  he  joined  the  Dutch  service,  and  afterwards 
passed  to  that  of  the  king  of  Sardinia.  In  174S  he  was  a 
captain  in  the  Swiss  guartls  formed  at  the  Hague,  with  the 
rank  (jf  lieutenant-colonel,  and  on  the  formation  of  the  Jio\'al 
American  regiment,  he  was  with  that  rank  one  of  the  foreign 
officers  who  joined  it.  h^ndoucd  with  rare  abilit}',  of  pure 
personal  honour,  with  a  high  sense  of  dut\',  self-contained  and 
self-reliant,  he  was  the  embodiment  of  J  lorace's  well-known 
sentence,  "  /;/  sc  ipso  totiis,  teres  atijiic  rotinidiis" ;  at  the  same 
time  ho  possessed  strong  and  dec])  feeling,  lie  was  firm  in 
resolve,  intro[ii(l  in  tlangor,  fertile  in  resource;  his  constanc}' 
of  purixisc,  his  firm,  well-ordered  discii)linc  implanting  in  the 
hearts  of  those  who  served  under  him  full  and  perfect  con- 
fidence. 

W'lu^n  the  news  of  the  taking  of  the  forts  in  Ma\-  and  June 
awoke  the  attention  of  Amherst  to  the  full  significance  and 
extent  of  the  danger,  he  made  active  preparations  to  place 
fort  Pitt  in  a  state  of  defence.  Boucjuet,  then  in  command 
at  Philadelphia,  was  selected  to  lead  the  expedition.  On 
entering  upon  the  dutj-,  Bouquet  reported  to  Amherst  the 

*  Ante,  IV.,  pp.  195,  211. 
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^'ciicral  panic  in  whicli  he  found  the  inhabitants,  and  that  the 
oiit-lvinj,^  farms  were  beiii_<;  so  rapidly  abandoned,  he  feared 
the  frontier  would  soon  be  deserted.*  Amherst  despatched 
the  reinforcements  he  could  command,  242  men  of  all  ranks 
of  the  42nd  reijjiment  anil  133  of  the  77th  ;  at  the  same  time 
he  a])plied  to  the  [governors  of  New  Jersey,  New  York, 
Connecticut,  Rhode  Island,  and  New  Hampshire,  for  the 
continuance  after  the  1st  of  July  of  the  pay  of  the  prox'incial 
troops  then  on  service,  when  it  terminated  ;  assi;4nin<^  as 
a  j^round  for  the  ap|)lication,  the  necessity  of  pushinj^  the 
regulars  forward  and  rctaiin'ng  the  provincials  in  the  forts  to 
keep  up  the  communication,  lie  called  upon  Virginia  and 
Maryland  to  raise  a  force  to  protect  their  own  frontiers,  and 
he  impres.sed  on  governor  Hamilton  of  I'ennsylvam'a  the 
absolutr>  necessity  of  sending  men  in  the  fieUl,  in  the  real 
danger  in  which  the  province  was  placed.  Hamilton  informed 
him  that  90  men  would  be  iminediately  ordered  to  fort 
Augusta  on  the  Su-sipiehaniuif  to  protect  the  settlers  of 
that  locality,  and  if  neccssar)',  more  would  be  desi)atched. 
.\mherst  replied  by  re(]uesting  the  legislature  to  furnish 
Iruops  for  the  protection  of  its  territory,  adding  that  the 
sooner  the  duty  was  commenced  the  better. 

New  York,  New  Jerse\-,  and  C'omiccticut,  acceded  to  tlie 
demands  of  .Amherst,  and  prolonged  the  service  of  their 
contingents.  IV'nnsylvania  enlisted  700  men  ;  but  as  Amherst 
described  the  proceeding,  onl\'  with  the  view  of  getting  in 
the  harvest  and  defending  their  own  fields,  and  they  were  of 
no  account  for  the  general  service  of  the  campaign.  He  sent 
colonel  Robertson,  one  of  the  staff,  to  urge  upon  tlie  governor 
of  Penn.sylvania  to  place  these  levies  under  Amherst's  com- 
mand. Colonel  Robertson  argued  that  the  Indians  could  not 
by  any  defensive  plan  be  stayed  in  their  desolation  of  the 
frontier,  and  that  the  only  means  of  gaining  a  safe  and  reliable 
peace  was  to  carry  the  war  into  their  country,  and  inflict  such 
chastisement  that  hereafter  they  would   live  under  restraint. 

*  Can.  Arch,,  A.  &  W.  I.,  gS.  I,  p.  145. 
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The  elusion  was  to  jrarrisdii  the  fi)rls  uilli  the  provincials, 
so  that  the  regulars  coiiKl  be  sent  fnrw.ird.  All  was  in  vain. 
Roberts(jn  further  pointed  out  tiiat  it  was  illegal  to  raise  nuMi 
inclepeiuiently  of  thecoininautler-in-chief,  and  it  was  a  personal 
affront  to  him,  his  actions  deservinjf  the  confidence  of  the 
province,  lie  even  went  so  far  as  to  say  that"  the  f(jrts  must 
be  abandoned.  "  1  found,"  wrote  Robertson  lo  Amherst, 
"all  111)'  pleadin;^  vain,  and  believe  Clicero's  would  have  been 
.so.  1  never  sa\v  an)'  man  S(j  determined  in  llie  riL;ht  as  tliesc 
peciple  are  in  their  absuitlh'  wron^  resoUe."  The  only 
arraiij^ement  Amherst  ccnild  obtain  from  llamillon  was, 
that  400  men  would  be  kept  in  the  count)-  of  Cumberland 
to  cover  the  western  frontier,  ami  300  would  be  stationed 
between  the  Delaware  ami  .Susciuehanna.  l'"inall)',  Amherst 
told  Hamilton  that  unless  the  troops  wi-re  under  Hout[uet's 
cominaml  they  woultl  be  useless  ;  ami  ikj  rations  would  be 
^iven  them  unless  placed  umler  the  kind's  orders.  I'ennsvl- 
vania  refused  tt)  take  any  ste[)s  to  flight  the  battle  of  the 
province  against  the  common  eiieni)'.  Some  farmers  ami 
reapers  were  armetl  to  defend  their  own  lamls,  but  such  men 
could  not  be  called  sokliers. 

Virginia  rose  to  a  iiiL;her  feeling  of  duty  in  the  emei\t^en<:)'. 
Between  four  and  five  hundred  provincial  troops  were  sent  to 
forts  Cumberland  and  liedford,  not  only  with  the  desit^ni  of 
defendini^  the  frontier,  but  of  actin;^  offensively  aj^ainst 
the  Indians.  They  likewise  despatched  a  force  under  colonel 
Lewis  to  protect  the  south-west  of  the  province.  Amherst  in 
writing;"  to  Johnson,  spoke  with  great  satisfaction  of  the  con- 
duct of  this  "public-spirited  colon)'."  "What  a  contrast,"  he 
added,  "this  makes  between  the  contluct  of  the  I'ennsylvanians 
and  V^irginians,  highly  to  the  honour  of  the  latter,  and  places 
the  former  in  the  most  despicable  light  imaginable."* 

Bouquet,  although  unaided  by  the  province,  whose  frontier 
he  was  marching  to  defend,  actively  continued  the  organiza- 
tion of  the  regular  troops  at  his  disposal.  He  arrived  at 
Carlisle,   ninct)^-thrcc   miles   east   of  liedford.  at   the    end    of 

*  N.Y.  Doc.  His.,  VII.,  J).  54L. 
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June.  lie  found  the  population  seized  with  a  jianic,  tlic 
inhabitants  ahandoninLj  tlicir  farms,  and  ever)-  tree,  he  adds, 
is  become  an  Indian  for  the  terrified  inhabitants,  lie  was 
ilcsirous  of  movinrj  forward  as  rapidly  as  possible-,  but  he  was 
unable  to  obtain  provisions  and  carriages,  and  was  compelled 
to  send  for  them  to  Lancaster,  lie  "^fathered  tot^etlu-r  all  the 
provisions  he  could  purchase,  cattle,  sheep  .'iiul  (lour,  and 
started  for  Bedford,  where  he  arrived  on  the  25th  of  Jul)'.  The 
column  was  composed  of  the  42nd  I  Ii.i,ddaiulers,  r)Oth  Royal 
Americans,  77th  or  Mont^^omery's  I  li^iihuulers,*  and  consisted 
of  about  550  men.  Bedford  is  about  thirty-five  miles  north- 
cast  of  fort  Li;4onier,  which  itself  is  fift\'-fivc  miles  distant 
from  fort  I'itt.  I  Ic  there  learned  the  inefficacy  of  AmhtM'st's 
appeal  to  attach  to  the  expedition  the  troops  raised  by  the 
province.  On  all  sides  Bouquet  met  backwardness,  even 
anions;"  those  most  exposed  to  ilan_q;er.  At  Carlisle  he  was 
told  of  the  loss  of  foits  I'rcsqu'ile,  Le  Bceuf  and  Venan<ro  : 
information  of  Ljreat  importance,  for  the  Indians  who  had 
attacked  these  forts  were  at  liberty  to  swell  the  nuinber  of  the 
assailants  of  fort  I'itt,  all  of  whom  could  take  the  field  to 
oppose  his  advance.  lie  found  the  roads  between  Carlisle 
and  Bedford  in  a  terrible  condition  ;  the  winter  had  swept 
away  the  temporary  britlycs,  so  much  so  that  on  one  occasion 
it  occupied  thirty-six  hours  to  advance  three  miles.  One 
difficulty  he  had  to  cope  with  was,  that  immediately  the  hl'^h- 
landers  left  the  main  line  of  road  to  act  as  Hankers,  they  lost 
themselves  in  the  woods.  Boufpiet  accordintjly  obtained  the 
services  of  thirty  woodsmen  to  march  with  the  regiment, 
whose  duty  it  was  to  prevent  the  men  from  stracjglint^.  f 
In  spite  of  the  failure  of  Penn.sylvania  to  render  assistance, 


*  I  beg  leave  to  refer  fur  the  t()iii>i;rai>liy  of  lioiuiuet's  victory  to  the  lu.ip 
.sliewiiit;  Forbes' route  in  1758.  [\'ol.  I\'.,  p.  U)G.]  The  action  took  place  two 
miles  to  the  south-east  of  lUishy  creek,  north  of  fort  l.iijonier  ;  the  hit;!)  ground, 
with  the  ilanijerous  iletiles  of  which  IJouipiet  speaks,  lie  at  the  source  of  Turtle 
creek  to  the  north-west. 

■j-  lioiujiiet  to  Colonel  Robertson:  "  Tho'  t  find  myself  utterly  abandoned 
by  the  very  I'eople  I  am  ordered  to  protect,  I  shall  do  my  best  to  save  them  from 
Lie'truciion,  &  shoidd  I  fail  in  the  attempt,  it  is  a  satisfaction  tome  that  notliing 
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Bouquet  started  in  the  best  of  spirits  and  with  the  firm 
determination  of  performing  his  duty.  He  possessed  the 
self-confidence  which,  springing  from  a  loyal  and  earnest 
nature,  is  rarely  unnerved.  He  knew  the  nature  of  the  war- 
fare in  which  he  was  engaged  ;  the  strength  of  the  force  he 
was  commanding,  and  the  untlaunted  bearing  of  the  troops  in 
the  field  when  the  enemy  was  in  their  front.  He  also  knew 
their  weakness  in  the  peculiar  warfare  in  which  they  were 
engaged.  It  was  his  constant  effort  to  provide  against  the 
contingencies  where  this  weakness  might  be  felt.  No  one 
could  be  more  impressed  with  the  crisis  in  which  he  was 
acting.  He  felt  the  greater  indignation  that  Pennsylvania 
would  permit  the  king's  troops  to  go  forward  to  fight  the 
battles  of  the  i)rovince,  uncountenanced  and  unaided  by  the 
men,  whose  lives  and  fortunes  would  be  painfully  affected  by 
his  defeat.  It  is  not  unusual  with  a  class  of  United  States 
writers  to  draw  disparaging  comparisons  between  the  regular 
and  provincial  troops  in  encounters  of  this  character.  In 
Forbes'  expedition  in  1758,  it  was  his  determination  which 
insisted  on  the  advance  that  led  to  the  abandonment  of  fort 
Duquesne.  The  most  striking  action  fought  with  the  Indians 
in  the  woods  according  to  their  own  mode  of  fighting,  when 
they  were  hopelessly  defeated,  was  won  by  imperial  troops 
with  a  few  rangers,  the  whole  weight  of  the  action  falling 
upon  the  42nd.  With  the  same  injustice  the  loss  of  the  forts 
in  the  months  of  May  and  June,  described  in  the  previous 
chapter,  has  been  ascribed  to  the  inaptitude  of  the  British 
soldier  for  such  service.  The  opinion  has  frecjuently  been 
expressed,  that  no  such  misfortune  could  have  been  experi- 
enced if  provincial  officers  had  been  in  charge.  Those  who 
follow  the  narrative  of  these  events  »vill  see  how  this  supposi- 


has  been  omitted  on  the  Genernl'.-.  side  or  ours,  to  obtain  tliat  necessary  aid  which 
might  have  left  nothing;  to  chance. 

1  tiiiniv  myself  suflioiently  siiong  to  execule  ail  my  orders  witliout  them,  but  I 
labour  under  a  great  Iji^  advantage  for  want  of  men  used  to  the  woods,  as  1  cannot 
send  a  Iliglii.-'.nder  out  ol  my  sigiu  without  ninning  the  Kisk  of  losing  the  man, 
which  eriposes  me  to  a  surprise  from  the  Sliuliiing  Villains  I  have  to  deal  with. 

Gimp  at  15edford,  26tli  July,  1763.     Can.  Arch.,  A.,  4.,  p.  334. 
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tion  is  utterly  at  variance  with  fact.  On  this  occasion,  his 
fit^htint;  force  composed  of  British  soldiers,  l^ouquct  went 
forward,  knowing-  full}'  the  streni^th,  cuiinin;^  and  couras^'e  of 
the  f(je  before  him.  It  is  my  duty  to  relate  how  efficiently  he 
performed  the  service  entrusted  to  him,  and  how  complete 
the  victory  he  achieved. 
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On  the  2Slh  of  Jiil\-  liouquet  left  Bedford,  and  reached  fort 
Ligoniei"  on  llie  2nd  of  Auijust.  The  first  twenty-five  miles 
of  his  march  were  nc^t  interfered  with  ;  no  enemy  was  visible, 
and  he  could  liear  of  none.  There  were  no  tidiiiirs  of  the 
presence  of  tlie  Indians;  all  that  was  known  was,  that  the 
communications  with  fort  I'itt  were  beset,  for  the  messengers 
sent  out  had  been  killed,  or  had  returned  being  unable  to 
proceed.  With  this  information,  Houquet  determined  on 
meeting  the  emcrg(^;''c\'  by  leaving  the  waggons,  with  the 
powder  and  stores,  at  fort  Ligonier,  and,  with  three  hundred 
and  forty  pack-liorscs,  laden  with  flour,  to  go  forward.  The 
road  was  well  known  to  him,  for  he  had  determined  the  selec- 
tion (  .  the  r(jute  and  had  carried  the  point  against  t'ne  opposi- 
tion of  Virginia.  Washington  had  himself  protested  against 
its  adoption,  and  it  had  been  pL'rscvcred  in  under  much 
comment.  Four  years  previously  he  had  started  from  fo'rt 
Ligonier,  in  command  of  a  division  of  the  small  force  of 
twenty-four  hundred,  who  went  forwarti  against  the  French 
fort  Duquesne,  to  find  it  bvu'ning  and  in  ruins.*  livery  rod  of 
the  road  was  know  11  to  him  ;  he  was  acquainted  with  every 
dangerous  defile  and  with  each  spot  where  he  might  look  for 
surprise.  lie  was  fully  impressed  with  the  desperation  of  the 
service  on  which  he  was  engaged  ;  he  had  to  march  fifty-five 
miles  to  reach  tliv  fort,  exercising  unceasing  prudence  and 
and  caution.  lie  might  be  attacked  at  any  hour.  On  the 
first  day  he  marched  twelve  miles  without  mlerruption,  when 
he  bivouaced  for  the  night.  His  plan  of  campaign  was  to 
start  early  on  the  following  morning  and  to  get  to  Bush}'- 
creek,  as  it  wa.5  called  on  the  majjs,  but  by  liouquet  named 

*  Ante,  vol.  IV..  p,  211. 
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Bushy  run,  nineteen  miles  distant.  His  intention  was  to  halt 
at  this  spot,  refresh  his  men,  and  at  nis;ht  start  and  pass  over 
to  French  creek,  the  succeedins;  ten  or  twelve  miles  consisting 
of  dangerous  ground  commanded  hj-  high  and  craggy  hills, 
and  presenting  defiles  where  the  attack  would  be  more  disad- 
vantageously  met.  It  was  the  5th  of  A  igust,  a  period  of  the 
\ear  when  the  heat  is  intense  ;  when  the  bush  swarms  w'th  that 
pest  of  the  northern  part  of  America  tlic  mosquito;  when  the 
sjM'ings  are  frequently  dry  and  water  difficult  to  be  obtained; 
when  men  with  arms  and  accoutrements  suffer  severely  from 
the  heat;  nevertheless  the  march  was  even  rapidly  made.  The 
mettle  of  the  troops  is  shewn  In-  the  fact,  that  at  one  o'clock, 
the  column,  encumbered  with  the  duties  of  a  convoy,  had 
marched  seventeen  miles.  Bouc|uet  had  arrived  at  a  place  to 
which  he  gave  the  name  of  h'dge  Hill,  within  two  miles  of  his 
objective  point,  twent\--six  miles  from  fort  Pitt.  Suddenly 
the  advance  guartl  was  briskly  assailed.  Two  light  companies 
of  the  42nd  were  sent  forward  in  support,  and  the  Indians 
rapidly  abandoned  their  ambuscade.  The  attack  was  now 
directed  against  the  Hanks,  and  further  advance  was  disputed 
by  a  large  body  in  front.  It  was  soon  apparent  that  the 
enemy  was  present  in  great  force.  The  Shawanees  and 
Helawares,  who  had  been  busy  in  tjie  attack  at  fort  I'itt,  had 
abandoned  their  ground  to  o[)pose  Bouquet's  march.  All  the 
liostilc  tribe,  of  the  Ohio  were  present,  excitetl  by  their 
successes  in  the  destruction  of  forts  l'res(|u'ile,  Le  Bceuf  ixud 
Venango.  The  action  bee. .me  general  ;  the  Indians  knew  the 
ground,  and  as  thej'  were  defeated  in  one  direction  appeared 
at  another  spot  with  increased  determination.  The  fire 
contiinied  uninternu'tting  in  the  front  and  Hanks.  A  charge 
was  made  in  force  upon  a  large  body  occupying  some  heights. 
It  succeedetl  ni  dislodging  the  assailant.-,  but  without  an\' 
permanent  achantage  being  gained,  for  they  returned  to  the 
attack  in  another  direction.  The  Indians  continued  to  receive 
reinforcements,  so  the  colunni  was  surrounded  and  the  convov 
to  the  rear  became  exposed  to  danger  ;  accordingl\-,  the  whole 
force  was  gathered  arouiul   it  for  its  i)rotcction.      ICffort  suc- 
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cccded  effort  to  break  throui^h  the  British  phalanx,  but  every 
attemi)t  was  defeated  ami  foiled  ;  nevertheless  each  repulse 
only  led  to  renewed  attack.  The  Indians  behaved  with  ^M'cat 
resolution,  and,  althouLjh  always  repulsed  with  loss,  returned 
to  the  assault.  Only  when  iiii(ht  came  on  they  ceased  to  assail 
the  column,  and  they  retired  evidently  with  the  determination 
of  renewinij  the  contest  on  the  followinij  day.  The  British 
losses  in  the  day  were  sixty  killed  and  wounded,  includini^ 
two  officers  of  the  42nd  killed  and  four  officers  woundetl. 
Bouquet  encamped  on  the  ground  ;  that  ni,L;ht  he  wrote  to 
Amherst  an  account  of  the  engagement  ;  he  s[)<)ke  of  the 
steady  behaviour  of  the  troojjs,  who  did  not  fire  a  shot  without 
orders,  but  often  drove  the  enemy  back  with  the  baj'onet. 
The  conduct  of  the  officers  he  described  as  above  all  praise.* 
Boucjuet  est.Ujlished  himself  on  the  hill  where  the  convoy 
had  been  left,  encircling  the  whole  with  what  protection  he 
could  obtain.  He  especially  cared  for  the  wounded,  whose 
suffering  was  great,  by  surrounding  them  with  flour  bags  to 
protect  them  from  danger  in  the  attack  of  the  morrow,  which 
he  foresaw  would  be  inevitable.  With  da)iight  the  firing 
commenced.  The  Indians  surrounded  the  enclosure,  yelping 
and  shouting  with  the  belief  that  this  display  of  an  imposing 
force  wouid  cow  the  defenders.  They  remained  within  500 
yards  of  the  camp  and  under  cover  of  an  incessant  fire  made 
successive  attempts  to  penetrate  the  defences.  As  they  gave 
way  in  one  place  on  a  well-directed  attack,  they  a^jpeared  at 
another  spot.  The  British  force  was  greatly  fatiguctl  ;  they 
were  wearied  out  by  the  long  march  and  the  fight  of  the 
preceding  day,  in  which  they  liad  been  engaged  until  tlark. 
When  the  attack-  was    temporarily  abandoned,  the)'  had  to 


*  Hou<|uet  >ii(l  not  conceal  liis  anxielies  for  tlie  future.  "  Whatever  our  l'"ate 
may  l)e,"  he  wrote,  "  I  thout^lit  it  necessary  to  give  your  Excellency  tliis  Kiirly 
Information  lliat  you  may  at  all  events  take  such  measures  as  you  may  think 
proper  with  the  Provinces  for  their  own  safety  and  the  Effectual  relief  of  Fort 
Pitt,  as  ni  the  case  of  another  Fngagemeiit  I  fear  Insurmount.ihle  difl'iculties  in 
pro'orting  and  Tr.iri<;)ortiiig  our  Troviiiims,  being  already  so  much  weakened  by 
I'lie  hv.oes  of  this  day  in  men  and  horses  besides  the  additional  necessity  of  carrying 
tlie  wounded,  whose  situation  is  truly  Deplorable.''     Can.  Arch.,  \.,  4,  p.  344. 
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secure  themselves  for  the  morrow.  A  g;uard  had  been  on  duty 
tlic  whole  niLjiit,  then'  hours  of  sleep  had  been  few;  moreover, 
as  ]5ou(iuct  describes  the  situation,  they  were  distressed  from 
want  of  water,  "much  more  intolerable  than  the  enemy's  fire." 
They  were  forced  to  remain  by  the  convoy,  which,  if  the 
troops  left  it,  would  have  become  a  prey  to  tlie  savage,  and 
the  wounded  would  have  been  killed  and  scalped.  There  was 
no  possibility  of  moving  forward;  many  horses  had  been  lost, 
and  most  of  the  drivers,  under  the  impulse  of  fear  or  folly, 
hid  themselves  in  the  bushes  and  would  obey  no  orders, 
liouquct  had  no  alternative  but  to  fight  where  he  was. 
Seldom  has  a  body  of  troops  been  placed  in  more  em- 
barrassing circumstances  ;  worn  out  with  fatigue  and  want 
of  sleep,  without  water,  surrounded  by  a  inass  of  infuriated 
savages,  in  the  heart  of  the  woods  where  only  the  tactic,  of 
savage  life  would  prevail.  It  was  a  battle  with  the  Indian  on 
his  own  ground,  under  the  very  conditions  he  would  have 
selected. 

The  attack  of  the  savages  grew  bolder  ;  nevertheless  they 
remained  at  some  distance,  and  if  overpowered  abandoned 
their  position.  Boutiuct's  movement  was  accordingly  made 
to  increase  their  confidence,  and  by  the  semblance  of  a  retreat 
to  lead  them  to  shew  themselves  in  a  more  exposed  position. 
It  was  forming  for  them  one  of  those  traps,  into  which  they 
were  continuously  striving  to  entice  their  enemies.  Two 
companies  in  advance  were  withdrawn  within  the  circle,  and 
their  i)lace  su[)plicd  by  extended  files  brought  nearer  to  the 
enclosure.  The  two  companies  thus  removed  were  greatly 
strengthened  to  act  as  a  reserve  ;  their  retirement  led  to  the 
belief  that  a  retreat  was  about  to  be  made.  The  Indians 
hurried  forward  to  enjoy  the  fruits  of  the  \ictory  they  looked 
upon  as  in  their  hands,  and  to  glut  the  desire  for  vengeance 
by  the  slaughter  of  those  who  had  destroyed  so  many  of  their 
tribe.  They  rushed  onward  with  the  greatest  daring,  deliver- 
ing a  heavy  fire  as  they  advi'.nccd.  But  at  the  moment  when 
they  held  the  triumph  to  be  theirs,  and  they  had  to  reap  all 
its  advantages,  they  were  assaulted  on  the  flank  by  >he  two 
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companies,  that  sallieci  out  from  a  hill,  and  which  the  Inch'ans 
had  failed  to  observe.  They  attempted  resolutely  to  make  a 
stand,  but  Bouiiuct's  attack  was  irresistible.  The  chari^c 
broke  them,  inanj'  were  killed  ;  for  when  the  contest  assumed 
this  character,  there  was  no  longer  any  cohesion  among  the 
savages,  and  they  were  at  the  mercy  of  their  powerful  assail- 
ants. Scattered  by  the  charge,  the  Indians  had  to  pass  before 
two  other  companies  rapiilly  brought  up  in  support,  id 
received  their  full  fire  totally  unprotected  by  the  bush.  The 
four  companies  gave  the  retreating  foe  no  time  to  re-form; 
the  latter  could  neither  reload  nor  make  any  stanil  of  any 
kintl  :  they  were  pursued,  attacked  Ijy  the  bayonet  aiul  dis- 
persed. The  Indians  who  had  taken  ground  to  the  left, 
unable  to  aid  their  defeated  brethren,  being  held  back  by 
.some  companies  posted  on  a  height,  seeing  the  remaining 
portion  of  their  force  broken  and  destroyed,  turned  and  fled. 
No  British  .soldier  took  a  scalp.  Some  of  the  rangers  and 
pack-horse  drivers  were  not  so  delicate.*  .After  pursuit  of  the 
enemy  to  the  extent  uhich  prudence  would  warrant,  the 
troops  returned  to  their  camp,  where  they,  for  the  first  time, 
coulil  remain  without  danger.  So  soon  as  it  was  possible,  the 
wounded  were  carried  away  on  litters  to  Jhish}-  run,  where 
water  was  plentiful  ;  the  camp  was  to  be  formed,  and  a  few 
hours  of  greatly  needed  rest  ccnild  be  obtained.  Owing  to  the 
loss  of  many  horses,  there  was  much  provision  which  could  not 
be  carried  forward,  principally  flour,  and  all  that  could  not 
be  moved  was  destroyed.  The  column  reached  Bushy  run 
without  molestation.  The  troops  had  scarcely  established 
themselves  when  they  were  again  feebl}'  attacked,  but  the 
Indians  were  at  once  dri\en  away.  The  losses  in  the  two 
actions  were  50  killed,  60  wounded,  five  missing,  total  115. 
Three  officers  were  killed  and  five  wounded.  Of  this  total 
nuntber  64  belonged  to  the  42nd  Highlanders.  While  the 
troops  for  a  (cw  hours  souglit  rest,  quietness,  and    renewed 

*  "  Our  brave  men  ilisil.iined  .so  mucli  as  to  toiicli  the  (le-iil  hotly  of  a  vanquished 
Enemy,  lliat  scarce  a  scalp  was  taken  exccjit  i)y  ilie  Rangers  and  I'ack-IIorse 
Drivers."     Bouquet  to  Anilierst,  ()tli  .August.     Can.  Arch.,  A.,  4,  p.  341. 
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strength  to  (Micounter  fresh  ilangers,  rioiii  this  place  liouquet 
wrote  his  despatches.*  Even  after  his  success  his  anxiety,  or 
possibly  the  sense  of  his  responsibility,  came  to  the  surface. 
"  1  hope,  he  said,  we  shall  be  no  more  distiu'bed,  for  if  we  have 
another  Action  we  shall  be  hardly  able  to  carry  our  wounded." 
Hut  whatever  his  sense  of  the  difficulties  in  his  front,  he  did 
not  fail  to  do  justice  to  the  service  of  tlie  men  he  commanded. 
Ihe  sentence  in  which  he  performed  this  duty,  anil  it  maybe 
taken  as  a  t\'[)e  of  liis  cliaracter,  forms  the  closing  lines  of  his 
letter  :  "  The  behaviour  of  the  troops  on  this  occasion  speaks 
tor  itself  so  strongly,  that  for  me  to  attempt  their  eulogium 
would  but  detract  from  their  merit." 

liouquet  reached  fort  I'itt  in  safety,  on  the  nth,  with  the 
wounded  and  stores  ;  he  had  but  twenty-four  miles  of  march, 
but  he  made  it  leisurely  and  without  interruption.  As  soon 
as  the  troops  were  refreshed,  a  detachment  was  sent  to  fort 
Ligonier  to  bring  up  the  convoy  which  had  been  left  there. 
Major  Campbell,  who  was  in  command,  did  not  meet  an 
Indian,  so  overwhelming  had  been  their  defeat.  The  men 
had  however  greatly  suffered  in  the  march,  for  of  the  42nd 
and  77th,  only  245  were  fit  for  dul}-.  The  victory  of  liouquet 
is  memorable  under  the  two-fold  aspect,  that  it  was  the  last 
action  of  any  magnitude  with  the  Indians  during  British  rule, 
and  by  the  moral  effect  it  created. 

The  Indians  had  selected  the  mode,  the  time  and  the  place 
of  attack.     Sustained  by  the  successes  of  the  year,  they  had 


•  Return  of  killed  and  wounded  ni  the  two  actions  at  Edge  Hill,  near  Uusiiy 
Run,  iho  5th  and  6th  August,  1763. 
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42nd  Royal  Ilij^hlandeis 

60th  Royal  .Americans ....  1 

77th  Montgomery's  Highlanders 

Volunteer  Rangers  and  I'ack- Horsemen. 

Can.  Arch.,  A.  &  \V.  I.,  9S.2,  p.  332. 
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confidently  looUcd  forward  to  ovcrwhclinincj  the  British 
cohiinn.  They  h;ul  teinporarily  abandoned  the  siej^e  of  fort 
Pitt,  which  they  anticipated  to  renew  and  triunii)hantly  brin^ 
tlieir  attack  to  a  conchision  by  the  force  whicli  had  annihi- 
lated liouquet.  Hut  they  themselves  were  so  thoroufrjily  over- 
powered and  broken  that  they  ne\er  recovered  the  blow, 
and  in  tlie  future,  althout^h  desirous  of  ent^at^iiii^  in  hostilities, 
they  had  never  the  couraj^e  to  recommence  them.  The  day's 
action  ijreath'  depressed  them,  for  the\-  had  been  thoroughly 
repulsed  in  all  directions.  Their  losses  were  verj- sericnts.  It 
is  estimated  that  si.\t\'  Indians  were  killed,  among  them  .some 
well-known  chiefs.  Kikyuscung,  one  of  the  great  ringleaders 
of  the  mischief,  was  amf)ng  the  dead,  his  body  having  been 
found  with  Wolfe,  another  j)rominent  chief  Butler  had  pre- 
viouslv  been  killed  at  fort  Pitt.*  These  tribes  never  again 
raised  their  head  in  outrage. 

The  following  year  they  accepted  the  terms  of  the  peace 
dictated  to  them  at  the  ri\er  Muskingum,  recognizing  the 
sovereignt}-  of  the  white  race,  from  the  ccjnviction  that  it  was 
impossible  to  oppose  it.  Amherst  c.vpressed  to  Jiouquct  the 
greatest  satisfaction  at  the  important  service  rendered  at  Edge 
Hill,  but  ]5ouquet's  career  of  usefulness  was  not  yet  ended  ; 
he  had  to  complete  to  its  full  consequences  the  peace  which 
his  generalship  had  gained.  In  modern  limes  all  memory  of 
the  action  and  of  the  soldiers  who  fought  in  it,  has  passed 
away.  h"ew  men  out  of  the  circle  of  historical  students, 
pursue  these  researches,  or  know  the  contest  even  by  name. 
If  in  any  wa_\'  related,' the  encounter  is  chronicled  as  an  ordi- 
nar\-  skirmish  in  an  Indian  outbreak  ;  whereas,  however 
small  the  number  engaged,  it  ma\-  l)e  described  as  one  of  the 
prominent  excnts  (;f the  continent,  from  the  important  conse- 
ijuences  which  followed.  There  has  been  rarely  an  occasion 
where  gallantry,  judgment  and  determination,  could  more 
justly  claim  public  recognition..  But  amid  the  dreary  political 
contests  of  the  home  government  at  this  painful  period, 
George    Grenville    was    then     in     power,    it    passed     unre- 

*  Official  account,  published  in  New  York  pai)ei'.s,  29111  /Vuyust,  1763. 
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warded,  altliouj^li  reported  in  the  coiiteinporar)-  histoiical 
literature.  These  were  the  daj's  wlieii  lioiioiirs  were  reserved 
for  a  class.  I-'ortunately  that  e\il  time  has  forever  passed 
away  :  a  more  generous  appreciation  of  merit  has  arisen  with 
the  advance  of  liberal  institutions,  and  it  is  a  condition  of 
modern  times  that  members  of  the  i^reat,  as  of  the  less  promi- 
nent faiTiilies,  must,  as  a  rule,  owe  to  merit,  not  to  royal  favour, 
the  distinction  which  was  formerly  cjraiited  often  as  a  matter 
of  course.  ]?oU(|uet  obtained  no  hon(nu-  from  the  govcrii- 
inciit  he  served  so  well,  and  it  is  a  stranj4e  record  to  make,  as 
will  be  hereafter  seen,  that  the  sole  recognition  of  the  service 
he  performed  came  from  the  province  of  I'enns\-lvania, 
whicii  otherwise,  in  this  crisis,  had  been  scj  lan^^uid  in  the 
discharge  of  its  duties.  It  is  therefore  more  imperative  on 
the  public  writer  to  pre.serxe  the  fame  of  Jicniquet  in  the 
honourable  rank  it  can  claim.  II  is  name  remained  without 
prefix  to  shew  the  contemporar\-  estimate  o(  his  worth  ;  but 
whoever  examines  and  considers  his  career  bj-  the  results  he 
achieved,  the  nobilit)'  of  his  nature,  the  absence  of  littleness  of 
-spirit,  his  sense  of  dut\',  his  unfailing  fortitude  in  the  darkest 
hour,  will  say  to  all  the  world,  "this  was  a  man." 

'Ihe  events  which  I  have  described  on  the  Ohio  and  its 
tributaries  may  appear  to  maiiy  unconnected  with  the  histor\- 
of  Canada;  but  the  fact  must  be  remembered  that  all  the 
coinitr\- west  of  the  bountlarics  of  i'ennsxlvam'a  and  \'irginia, 
nf)rth  of  the  Ohio,  including  the  Illinois  countrj-,  during  the 
w  ar  by  the  I'^rench  had  been  regarded  as  part  of  Canada,  and 
was  so  officially  described  in  tlie  Quebec  Act  of  1774.  The 
failure  to  recognize  it  as  part  of  the  older  provinces  created 
great  dissatisfaction,  and  formed  one  of  the  grievances  .set 
forth  in  the  declaration  of  independence.  It  was  oni\'  after 
the  revolutionary  war  that  tiiis  territory  reased  U^  be  ;;o 
considered.  The  boundary  of  the  present  L'nited  States  wa.-: 
laid  down  to  pass  through  the  centre  of  lakes  Ontario,  Erie, 
Huron  and  Superior.  The  events  of  this  date  affecting  this 
extended  territory  consequently  exact  mention,  l^ven  were 
no  such  explanation  admissib'c,  the  operations  of  the  Indian 
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war  were  so  exteiulcd  and  so  iiitci-dcpendciit,  that  any  nar- 
rative of  liritish  America  would  \n-  iiiiiiitclli.t;ible  without  full 
reference  to  tlieni. 

A  few  da}'s  more  than  a  montli  alter  the  action  of  l'',d<^e 
llill,  .Amlierst  had  to  re|)ort  a  disaster,  in  whicii  tlie  losses 
were  nearly  as  threat  as  in  the  two  pitched  battles  of  the  fifth 
and  sixth  of  August.  On  the  14th  of  September  a  party  of 
twent\'-ei.L;ht  men  under  a  ser^a-ant  of  W'ilmot's,  the  80th 
res^iment,  was  returnintj^  from  tiie  lower  landing'  to  fort 
Schlosser.  They  had  the  precetIin,L;'  ilaj'  escorted  a  convoy 
of  provision  from  Niagara,  for  the  use  of  the  Detroit  L,farrison. 
Not  expecting;'  attack,  they  were  niarchiiiL;  in  some  disorder, 
when  suddeidy  they  were  tired  upon  by  a  concealed  party  of 
Indians.  A  rush  followed  the  discharge  of  the  muskets,  and 
in  a  few  miinites,  the  whole  part\'  assailed  by  overpowerin;j^ 
numbers  was  killed.  Philip  Stetlman,  one  of  three  brothers 
that  had  built  some  saw-mills  at  fort  Schlosser,  who  had 
accompanied  the  party  the  |)recedini,r  day,  having  escaped  the 
fn'st  fire  and,  being  well  mountcnl,  dashed  throiij^h  the  Indians 
who  in  vain  attempteil  to  stop  him.  1  le  was  fortunate  enough 
to  escape  the  shots  fireii  after  him,  and  reached  fort  Sclilosscr 
in  safety.  There  is  a  tradition  that  a  drunmier  boy  who  had 
been  forced  over  the  precipice  was  sta\ed  in  his  descent  by  a 
tree,  antl  managed  to  remain  unseen  ;  and  that  a  wouiided 
driver  crawled  into  the  bush  and  concealed  hiinself  until  all  was 
over.  With  the.se  exceptions,  the  entire  party  was  destroyed. 
The  firing  being  heard  in  the  lower  fort,*  a  detachment,  con- 
sisting of  some  of  the  60th,  the  Soth  and  some  provincials,  was 
sent  out.  The  Senecas,  the  attacking  party,  placed  themselves 
in  ambush  to  attack  them  at  a  spot  called  the  "Devil's  Hole."f 
There  were  at  least  five  hundred  of  this  trit)e  present,  con- 
cealed on  the  wooded  hills,  where  they  awaited  the  arrival  of 
the  troops.  As  the  latter  marched  hastih'  forward,  not  looking 
for  resistance,  they  were  received   by  the  fire   of  the  whole 

•  Now  Lewiston. 

■f  Acconliiiy  to  the  l;Ue  .Mr.  M;ii.s|i.ill  of  riiiir.ilo.  wlio  minlc  the  siil)ject  of  llie 
Niagara  frontier  a  special  study,  tlie  place  still  retains  the  name. 
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concealed  body.  Those  wlio  escapctl  the  volley  were  iminc- 
diately  ovefpowered.  l'"ive  officers,  all  (iiat  were  jiresent, 
seventy-six  rank  and  file  were  killed  and  ei<;ht  wounded,  with 
two  sutler's  scouts,  making  a  total  of  ninetv-one.  Major 
Wilkins  in  connnaml  at  Niat^ara  hurried  forward  with  a  lari^e 
l)od\-  ot  mm  onl\-  to  find   the  corpses  <>f   those-  slain.     'I'he 


Senecas    with     the    spoil    of    the    convoy   had    disappeared. 
Only  twenty  escaped  uninjured.  * 


Amherst  had  loni;- desired  to  return  to  ICnc'laiKl.      II 


e  ina\' 


perhaps  have  seen  the  troubles  which  were  threatenin,t,f  the 
exercise  of  imperial  control.  This  is  not  the  place  to  enter 
into  an\- examination  of  that  i|ueslion.  Invents,  however,  could 
not  ha\e  failed  to  impress  officers  servini,'  in  America,  how- 
little  personal  considcialion  w'as  to  Ix-  obtained  b\'  tlie  tlis- 
charge  of  their  dut>-,  and  how  inadequate!)'  durin-  the  political 
stru;^i^les  w  hich  were  then  takiiiL;-  place  in  the  mother  country, 
to-day  read  with  pain  and  shame,  the  character  of  that  serv 
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was    appreciated    or   even    understood 
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foreion  attack  on  the  British  colonies  had  passed  awa\-  for 
ever.  There  was  no  dread  of  h'rench  invasion  or  of  Abenaki 
raids  to  the  destruction  of  life  and  propert}-.  h'ven  at  no 
L;reat  distance  from  the  frontier,  the  difficult)-  of  the  strui^-^de 
with  the  Indians  of  the  west  was  imperfectl)-  known,  and 
except  with  men  eni^ai,^ed  in  the  fur  trade,  the  ])os.sessioii  of 
ihe  Illinois  was  rei^arded  as  w-h()llv  uin'mportant.     Tl 
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111  iiic  lUKidle  of  Auifust.  t     It  was  not,  However,  until    tiie 

•  'I'lic  killfil  ;uiil  wouiulc'l  on  iIil-  i.)i1i  Se|>lciiiln.'r  weii-  .is  follows  :  — 

iMIiciT'..       K.iiik  ,iii<l  lile. 
,,  ,     ,       .,,  Kilk-il.  W.iuii.ltMi. 

Koy.ll  .Arlillfiy    I 

Ootli  kftjiiiieiit .  .            ^ 

801I1,  Wilmot's   2  ()(■)           S 

I'loviiicials  Ne«'  York j           2 

NcwJcrsiT ,           2 

5         7''  8 

:iii(l  two  .Sailer's  .Scouts. 

.\iiilieist  lo  l':i,Meiii()n!,  1.51I1  Oct.,  1763.    Cm.  ,\icli.,  .\.  \  \V.  I.,  9S.2,  p.  588. 

t  .Amherst  replied  in  liie  effiNive  manner  ciistonnry  ;U  lliat  time,  and  althoiiijli 

III  accordance  with  (icorge  the  third's  theory  of  personal  rule,  it  is  so  repugnant  lo 

K 


n 


■f^ 


r 


'V 


■'r 


P' 


li  >'iM 

I 

.1 


i 


t  '; 


IMAGE  EVALUATION 
TEST  TARGET  (MT^S) 


1.0 


I.I 


1.25 


*f^llllM  IM 
*-  IIIIM  IIP 

^       2.0 


||||m 

U    111.6 


^^^ 


<^ 


/a 


'a 


^. 


/ 


^ 


^^' 


w 


O 


/ 


Photographic 

Sciences 
Corporation 


23  WEST  MAIN  STREET 

WEBSTER,  NY.  14580 

(716)  872-4503 


^ 


i\ 


V 


N> 


-^ 


o^ 


■n? 


^^ 


ri^ 


4^ 


Wr 


«  '\ 


mp} 


II 


f. 

t; 

k'fi, 

:\ 

I''  :i:  1 

"II 

f 

,  ■ 

i 

; 

i 

l]i 

j 

L 

66 


THE    HISTORY  OF    CANADA. 


[1763 


20th  of  October  that  Gn^e  received  the  instructions  to  relieve 
Amherst  from  his  coinmand,  althoui^h  dated  tlie  13th  of 
August,  and  that  he  took  steps  to  vacate  the  tjovernment  of 
Montreal  which  he  then  held.  * 

Gage  arrived  at  New  York  on  the  i6th  of  November. 
The  following  day  Amherst  departed  for  England.  He 
l^laced  in  Gage's  hands  a  memoir  of  some  length  with  regard 
to  the  position  of  the  British  provinces,  dwelling  on  the  neces- 
sit}'  of  obtaiin'ng  a  j)crmancnt  peace  with  the  Indians,  and 
expressing  the  view  that  it  could  oidy  be  gained  by  following 
them  into  their  country  and  awakening  their  fears  for  the 
future.  He  recommended  Ihadstrcct  for  the  command  of  the 
expedition  by  the  lakes,  stating  that  that  officer  had  applied 
for  the  appointment.  To  Johnson  he  wrote,  that  he  would  be 
glad  to  help  him  in  any  wa\'  in  his  power,  to  testify  to  him 
the  ])n)of  of  his  sincere  regard  and  esteem.  It  was  praise  well 
deserved  by  this  able  man,  whose  personal  influence  over  the 
Indians  was  great,  and  it  had  been  invariably  exercised  with 
prudence  and  courage.  The  hostile  attitude  of  the  .Senecas, 
or  as  they  were  sometimes  now  called  the  Chenussios,  exacted 
the  exercise  of  ihe  greatest  judgment  in  the  treatment  of  the 
other  branches  of  the  Six  Nation.s.  Amherst  knew  well  all 
that  he  owed  in  this  res^iect  to  Johnson,  and  it  "vas  one  of  his 
last  acts  to  bear  testimony  to  Johnson's  zeal,  ability  and 
conscientious  tlischarge  (jf  his  dut)'. 

Amherst  arrived  inCanada  in  175S,  in  command  of  the  land 
forces  befcjre  I.ouisbourg.  i  le  succectlcd  Al)ercrombie  in 
connnand  of  the  forces,  and  had  directed  the  operations  which 
dro\e  the  I'lcnch  from  lake  Champlain,  and  the  advance  of 
the  following  year  which  ended  in  the  capture  of  Montreal. 


I'.iis^lisli  fei-ling  .111(1  Uioiis^lU  lli.it  it  never  took  footlioKl.  Her  ineselit  .M.ijesly, 
for  wlioiii  the  feeliiii^  of  respect  is  as  deep  as  it  is  ijeiieral,  would  read  with  some 
astoiiishinent  a  senleiice  similar  to  that  penned  l>y  .Anilierst  on  the  occasion  :  "  May 
I  lake  the  liiierty  to  liei;  lh:il  your  lordship  will  lay  me  at  the  kinji's  l''eet  with  my 
most  hnnible  and  dutiful  thanks  for  his  Majesty's  (Jraeious  Intention  of  perniittini^ 
me  to  return  home,"  etc.,  etc. 

.Vniiierst  to  Lord   Kijienioiil,  l^tli  .\ni;ust,  1763.      A.  iV  W.   I.,  98.1,  p.  304. 

*  Ante,  vol.  IV.,  p.  447. 
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The  capitulation  of  the  French  force  completed  the  conquest 
of  Canada.  Nominally  the  ijovcrnor-general  of  Quebec,  he 
had  remained  in  New  York,  and  although  officially  engaj^cd 
in  a  correspondence  with  regard  to  the  policy  of  Canada,  the 
ability  of  his  lieutenants  rendered  interference  on  his  part 
unneccs.sary.  He  cannot  therefore  be  regarded  as  the  first 
governor-general  of  Canada,  although  occupying  that  position 
while  Canada  was  held  as  a  conquered  country.  Murray, 
appointed  after  the  definitive  treaty  of  1763,  is  generally 
described  as  the  first  governor-in-chief 

It  was  one  of  the  early  duties  of  Gage  to  record  the  serious 
calamity  of  the  wreck  of  a  small  fleet  of  bateaux  proceeding 
to  Detroit.  Major  Wilkins,  who  was  in  command,  left  Niagara 
in  November,  and  was  caught  in  a  storm  on  lake  Erie  on  the 
7lh  of  the  month  ;  it  is  described  as  rising  "  of  a  sudden." 
There  must  have  been  singular  want  of  judgment  in  navigat- 
i!ig  lake  ]'",rie  in  bateaux  at  such  a  distance  from  shore,  that 
laud  couUl  not  be  rapidh'  reached.  The  event  took  place  at 
the  sjKit  described  as  Long  l^each.  Several  of  the  boats  were 
lo->t  and  many  dashed  to  pieces  in  the  attempt  to  land. 
Three  officers,  four  sergeants,  sixty-three  privates  perished. 
.Sixteen  boats  were  sunk,  with  one  6-pdr.  ;  nearly  all  the 
uinmunition  was  lost  or  destroyed.  The  tiu'rty  boats  saved 
from  the  wreck  were  in  such  bad  condition  that  it  was  not 
possible  to  proceed  ;  moreover,  there  remained  only  provisions 
for  twent\'-five  days,  with  but  foiir  to  five  cartridges  a  man. 
Information  was  sent  of  this  disaster  to  Gladwin.  Considering 
the  lateness  of  the  season,  and  from  the  failure  to  obtain 
iulditional  supplies,  the  latter  determined  to  reduce  the  garri- 
son to  J 12  men,  sending  those  in  excess  of  this  number  to 
Niagara. 

The  resolution  vi  Gage  to  carry  out  the  policy  bequeathed 
by  Amherst,  that  of  forining  two  strong  columns,  one  to  attack 
the  Indians  by  the  lakes,  the  second  to  advance  from  fort  Pitt 
!)>■  the  Ohio,  to  Ijring  the  Shawanees  and  I  )clawares  into 
subjection,  led  him  to  apply  to  the  colonies  for  men  to  aid  in 
the  operations.     In  making  the  r.-:;tiuest  he  did  not  hold  out 
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the  least  expectation  that  the  expenses  incurred  would  be 
dispensed  b)'  the  crown.* 

It  was  not  a  popular  proceeding.  The  provinces  unwil- 
lingly gave  quarters  to  the  soldier  even  on  service,  and  it  was 
the  common  opinion  that  the  duty  of  furnishing  land  carriage 
in  the  operations  on  the  Ohio  was  a  legitimate  opportunity 
for  exaction.  There  was  unwillingness  to  bear  any  of  the 
expense  of  the  war.  The  merchants  of  Philadelphia,  in 
September,  1763,  even  sent  in  a  petition  setting  forth  their 
los.ses  in  the  outbreak,  and  asked  that  compensation  should 
be  obtained  from  the  Indians,  and  such  of  the  French  "whom 
you  may  have  reason  to  believe  to  have  been  the  instigators 
to  the  savages,  to  such  unheard  of  cruelties  and  depreda- 
tions." 

Gage's  instructions  from  London  were  to  follow  out  the 
measures  of  Amherst  to  bring  the  Indians  to  a  lasting  peace. 
At  the  same  time,  the  opinion  was  expressed  that  the  Indians 
had  been  treated  with  great  neglect,  and  that,  for  the  future, 
they  ought  to  be  more  cared  for.  The  war  was  ruinous  to 
industr)'  and  enterprise,  and  was  troublesome,  costly  and  the 
occasion  of  great  loss  of  life.  There  was  every  reason  that  it 
should  be  brought  to  a  close,  and  to  attain  this  result  a  strong 
force  was  indispensable.  The  provinces  were  consequently 
required  to  furnish  their  quota  of  men.  New  York  was 
called  upon  for  1400,  Massachusetts  Bay  700,  Connecticut 
500,  New  Hampshire  500,  Rhode  Island  200,  and  a  contingent 
of  300  men  was  asked  from  Canada. 

In  the  first  instance  Massachusetts  refused  to  raise  men: 
equally  so  Connecticut.  Subsequently  the  house  of  assembly 
stated  that  the  application  would  be  considered  in  the  spring. 
New  Hampshire  made  excuses  and  avoided  the  demand. 
Rhode  Island  made  no  answer  to  the  requisition.  New 
York  agreed  to  furnish  500  men  to  join  the  king's  troops,  and 
900  to  be  posted  on  the  frontier.  The  Mississaga  Indians 
at  Oswagatchie.f  in  the  neighbourhood  of  fort  Augustus,  had 

*  Gajje  to  Halifax,  71I1  January,  1764.     A.  iS:  \V.  I.,  121. 1,  p.  42. 
t  Ogden^buig.    .Can.  Aich.,  A.  iS;  \V.  I.,  121. 1,  p.  44. 
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coinmenced  to  be  troublesome,  and  it  was  thoii<^ht  necessary 
to  [fuard  against  any  movement  on  their  part,  for  the  settle- 
ments on  the  Mohawk  were  directly  threatened  by  them. 

In  the  month  of  February,  1764,  an  attempt  was  made  by 
major  Loftus  to  ascend  the  Mississippi  with  the  design  of 
taking  possession  of  the  Illinois.  Hy  the  treaty  of  peace  the 
navigation  of  the  river  was  tree  to  both  countries,  and  it  was 
conceived  that  if  the  French  would  act  in  good  faith,  no 
difficulty  would  be  experienced.  Loftus  left  New  Orleans 
with  his  detachinent,  composed  of  the  22nd  regiment,  on  the 
27th  of  February.  After  advancing  .seventy  leagues  up  the 
river,  he  was  attacked  by  a  party  concealed  at  the  Roche 
d'Avion.  From  intelligence  which  he  received  when  in  New 
Orleans,  he  looked  to  the  possibility  of  being  interfered  with, 
and  the  boats  proceeded  in  their  ascent  with  caution,  one 
following  the  other,  the  arms  remaining  by  the  side  v  •"  die 
men  as  they  rowed.  On  the  20th  of  March,  at  seven  in  the 
morning,  the  two  leading  boats  were  fired  upon  from  the 
west  side.  Orders  had  been  given  in  case  of  attack  to  move 
to  the  opposite  bank.  But  both  boats  had  been  disabled,  out 
of  sixteen  men  six  were  killed  and  four  wounded  ;  the  boats 
consequently  fell  down  with  the  stream.  As  is  usual  in  such 
surprises  no  enemy  was  visible,  and  as  the  end  desired  by 
those  in  concealment  had  been  attained,  the  ascent  of  the 
river  being  impeded,  the  attack  was  not  followed  up.  Loftus 
made  no  attempt  to  land,  for  it  was  impossible  to  do  so  ;  and 
had  he  succeeded,  he  would  have  experienced  greater  disaster. 
The  banks  were  overflowed,  it  being  the  season  of  high  water, 
and  trees  of  large  girth  stood  in  the  stream  several  yards 
from  the  water-line.  It  was  not  possible  to  row  against  the 
stream  in  the  middle,  and  the  breadth  of  quiet  water  they  could 
follow  was  .so  narrow,  that  they  could  not  have  kept  out  of 
range  of  shot.  Had  the  Indians  who  made  the  attack  waited 
for  the  whole  body  to  come  within  their  reach,  they  would 
have  destroyed  half  the  detachment,  for  there  was  no  cover: 
a  fact  which  may  be  accepted  as  a  proof  that  the  desire  was 
to  prevent  the  ascent  of  the  Mississippi,  not  to  destroy  those 
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making  the  attempt.  This  aggressive  proceeding  had  been 
entirely  conceived  in  the  interests  of  the  New  Orleans  trade 
with  the  Illinois  settlements,  and  had  not  been  dictated  by 
national  feeling.  There  was  accordingly  no  alternative  but 
to  return  :  Loftus  estimated  by  the  fire  made  upon  the 
detachment,  that  two  hundred  men  were  in  ambush,  sufficient 
to  stop  two  thousand  in  open  boats. 

On  his  return  to  New  Orleans,  Loftus  applied  for  per- 
mission to  carry  his  boats  overland  to  the  bayou,  and  so 
reach  lake  Ponchartrain,  the  route  which  it  was  usual  to 
follow,  by  which  means  the  detachment  would  have  gained 
Mobile  without  difficulty.  D'Abbadie  refused  his  permission. 
Fortunately  one  of  the  transports  which  had  brought  them 
from  Mobile  was  in  the  river.  Loftus  detained  the  vessel,  and 
descended  with  his  boats  and  stores  to  the  "  Balizes,"  where 
he  embarked  and  proceeded  to  Fensacola,  to  prepare  for  a 
renewed  attempt.  It  was  the  first  endeavour  of  the  British  to 
take  possession  of  the  Illinois  ;  the  extreme  west  of  the  terri- 
tory was  held  to  be  Canada. 

Owing  to  M.  d'Abbadie  making  a  report  to  M.  de  Choiseuil 
of  the  language  of  major  Loftus,  who  he  said  had  imputed 
the  cause  of  his  failure  to  French  machinations,  the  French 
minister  officially  complained  to  the  British  court  of  the 
wrong  and  injustice  done  to  their  officer  :  the  remonstrance 
was  referred  to  Gage,  who  asked  Loftus  for  explanations  on 
the  subject.*  Loftus  replied  at  some  length.  His  statement 
is  important  ;  it  establishes  the  systematic  opposition  of  the 
French  to  the  British  possession  of  the  Illinois.  It  was 
indeed  a  part  of  their  plan  of  operations  to  make  settlement 
around  the  lakes  from  the  old  provinces  impossible.  Loftus 
relates  that  previous  to  his  arrival  with  the  force,  colonel 
Robertson,  the  deputy  quartermaster  general,  had  proceeded 
to  New  Orleans,  and  had  waited  upon  the  governor 
d'Abbadie,  who  promised  him  assistance.  With  his  approval  a 
merchant  of  the  place  undertook  the  work  of  preparing 
the  boats,  which  were  to  be  ready  by  the   2nd  of  January. 

*  Mobile,  Dec.  24th,  1764,     Can.  Aicli.,  A.  &  W.  I.,  121. 2,  pp.  492,  504. 
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Aubry,  the  commandant  of  the  troops,  and  an  officer  named 
Foucault  went  surety  for  the  performance  of  the  contract. 
Loftus  did  not  arrive  until  the  7th  of  February,  at  which  date 
not  one  boat  was  finished,  or  indeed  any  preparation  made, 
although  the  completion  of  the  contract  had  been  due 
eighteen  days  previously.  D'Abbadie  apologized  for  the 
dilatoriness  of  the  contractor,  ascribing  the  badness  of  the 
weather  as  its  cause,  and  with  the  view  of  shewing  his  desire 
of  aiding  Loftus,  ordered  a  few  men  to  assist  at  the  boats. 
They  worked  so  slowly  that  Loftus  emplo)'cd  the  soldiers  of 
his  own  detachment  who  w-ere  carpenters  and  smiths.  What 
Loftus  especially  desired  was  to  obtain  })ilots  and  Indian 
interpreters,  no  one  of  the  detachment  having  any  knowledge 
of  the  river,  or  of  the  dis])osition  of  the  Indians  to  be  met 
in  the  ascent.  After  the  protestations  of  d'Abbadic,  Loftus 
applied  for  hi^  help  in  procuring  them,  but  he  could  never 
obtain  a  positive  answer  :  a  course  of  conduct  the  more  em- 
barrassing, as  none  of  the  French  would  accept  any.  position 
in  the  expedition  without  the  governor's  approval.  This 
passive  opposition  was  everywhere  apparent.  On  one  occa- 
sion Loftus  had  agreed  with  an  inhabitant  of  New  Orleans 
to  bring  a  boat  from  the  bayou  of  St.  John's  to  the  Mississippi 
by  land  ;  d'Abbadic  refused  permission  on  the  frivolous 
ground  that  he  had  not  been  previously  consulted.  On 
another  occasion  a  M.  Lagautcrais,  an  officer  on  half  pay, 
had  agreed  with  colonel  Robertson  to  accompany  the  expe- 
dition. Loftus  gave  him  money  in  anticipation  of  his  service  : 
but  a  few  days  before  the  expedition  started  Lagauterais 
returned  the  money,  on  the  plea  thiit  it  would  injure  him  if 
d'Abbadic  knew^  of  his  engagement.  D'Abbadie  proposed 
sending  an  officer,  I\I.  Boirand,  with  Loftus  to  the  last  habita- 
tion at  point  Coupe.  The  theory  of  his  presence  was  to 
prevent  the  inhabitants  imposing  upon  Loftus  ;  but  he  was  of 
no  benefit.  D'Abbadic  offered  a  place  for  a  British  officer  in 
a  boat  he  was  sending  to  the  Illinois.  The  offer  was  accepted, 
but  in  a  day  or  two  afterwards,  d'Abbadic  informed  Loftus 
that  he  could  not  be  answerable  for  his  safety,  so  great  was 
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the  aversion  of  the  savas^fcs  to  the  iMiglish.  In  a  short  time 
Loftus  formed  the  opinion,  that  d'Abbadie  was  really  placing 
every  obstacle  in  the  way  of  his  ascent.  Diirinc^  this  time, 
the  I'^rcnch  governor  was  sending  up  the  river  among  the 
Indians  the  most  infamous  and  unjnst  character  of  the 
English,  and  of  Loftus  in  particular,  as  one  from  whom  they 
could  expect  neither  justice  nor  mercy  ;  giving  a  most  false 
and  defamatory  account  of  the  government  of  Mobile  under 
Farmer.  The  conseciuencc  was,  that  when  Loftus  started  on 
the  27th  of  February,  he  did  so  without  pilot  or  interpreter. 
In  the  passage  up,  two  Indians  offered  their  services.  Boirand, 
the  officer  sent  by  d'Abbadie,  said  he  knew  one  of  them,  and 
warned  Loftus  that  he  was  a  sharp  feliow,  of  whom  it  was 
necessary  to  be  careful,  but  did  not  object  to  him  as  a  slave. 
No  exception  was  made  to  this  man  when  passing  by  the 
French  settlements;  but  on  their  arrival  at  point  Coupe,  the 
commandant  saw  fit  to  order  his  arrest,  without  giving  notice 
to  Loftus.  Loftus  accordingly  sent  I^oirand  to  point  out  that 
no  one  had  the  right  to  seize  a  man  in  his  boats,  who  was 
under  the  protection  of  his  flag,  the  navigation  being  free  to 
both  nations  Boirand  returned  with  the  reply  that  the 
man  was  a  slave.  Loftus  complained  that  he  had  not  been 
previously  told  of  the  fact,  upon  which  l^oirand  undertook  to 
bring  up  several  witnesses  to  prove  the  man's  character. 
Nevertheless,  those  who  came  forward  declared  him  to  be 
no  slave  ;  accordingly  he  was  surrendered,  but  at  the  last 
habitation  he  was  privately  seized  and  sent  to  New  Orleans. 

The  expedition  proceeded  up  the  river,  when  on  the  20th 
of  March  they  were  attacked  and  forced  to  retire.  On  their 
return,  Loftus  sent  captain  Thorn  to  ask  permission  to  occupy 
their  old  camp.  No  objection  was  made  to  this  course : 
d'.Vbbadie  congratulated  Thorn  on  what  had  taken  place, 
telling  him  if  he  had  reached  Natchez  he  would  have  been 
destroyed,  for  five  hundred  Indians  were  in  waiting  there  to 
attack  the  party.  The  day  after  the  arrival  of  Loftus,  several 
canoes  full  of  Indians  came  to  New  Orleans.  They  were 
received  "very  graciously"  by  d'Abbadie,  and  Loftus  learned 
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immediately  that  they  were  the  very  Indians  who  had 
attacked  him.  The  following  day  an  officer  named  Clouct 
called  on  Loftus  to  present  d'Abbadie's  compliments,  and 
to  ask  if  he  could  be  of  atiy  service.  Loftus  said  he  was 
oxccediiifrly  thankful,  but  he  must  express  his  surprise  at 
d'Abbadie  givinj^  his  countenance  to  the  Indians,  who  had 
fired  upon  his  detachment  and  killed  his  men.  Clouet  did 
not  deny  their  presence  ;  all  he  could  say  was  that  d'Abbadie 
had  given  them  no  presents,  and  that  he  could  not  punish 
them,  as  to  do  so  would  endanger  the  .safety  of  their  own 
people.  Loftus  pointed  out  that  these  Indians  were  almost 
Jrench  and  were  li\ing  among  the  population,  and  that  it 
was  difficult  to  suppose  that  they  would  have  taken  the  steps 
they  had  done,  without  d'Abbadie's  knowledge  and  approval. 
C'louet  declared  that  the  governor  was  ignorant  of  the  whole 
affair,  and  that  it  had  entirely  proceeded  from  love  to  the 
I'^rcnch  and  hatred  to  the  English,  and  he  added,  so  long  as 
there  was  a  French  government  at  New  Orleans,  the  British 
would  never  get  possession  of  the  Illinois  by  the  Mississippi. 
"  I  had  no  further  transaction  with  Mr.  d'Abbadie,"  adds 
Loftus,  and  he  proceeds  to  point  out  that  all  the  assistance 
he  received  was  the  presence  of  a  few  artificers,  ordered  away 
before  the  work  was  finished,  and  that  there  were  numbers  of 
pilots  and  interpreters  in  the  town,  but  none  were  furnished 
him.  Loftus  had  reason  to  think  that  d'Abbadie  prevented 
Lagautcrais  joining  the  expedition,  from  the  knowledge  that 
he  would  be  of  much  use.  He  believed  that  the  attack  upon 
him  was  even  directed  by  Frenchmen,  two  of  the  number 
being  officers  on  half  pay,  the  others  being  volunteers.  Kver\- 
one  in  New  Orleans  expected  that  the  party  would  be 
attacked,  and  one  of  the  citizens  told  the  officers  that  they 
woXild  be  back  sooner  than  they  expected.  D'Abbadie  hati 
snceringly  said,  that  the  expedition  had  been  stopped  b\- 
thirty  men.  Loftus  declares  that  there  were  five  times  that 
number,  yet  he  added,  "thirty  were  sufficient  to  make  us 
retire  in  the  circumstance  we  were  in,  for  we  had  not  men 
enough  to  man  our  oars,  and  had  we  laid  any  of  them  aside 
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to  use  our  arms,  the  boats  would  have  gone  down  the  stream ;" 
and  he  could  not  have  attacked  the  savages  on  shore  unless 
they  had  been  willing  to  fight.  While  confidently  expressing 
M.  d'Abbadie's  knowledge  of  the  attack  upon  him,  Loftus 
proceeds  to  say  that  he  "  has  very  interesting  [sic]  motives 
for  preventing  us  taking  possession  of  the  Illinois  as  long  as 
he  can  ;  and  that  is  a  most  beneficial  trade  he  carries  on  to 
that  place,  which  brings  him  in  four-score  thousand  crowns  a 
year,  which  would  be  entirely  lost  on  our  taking  possession 
of  that  post."  Loftus  accompanied  his  paper  by  documentary 
evidence  ;  one  of  these  papers  positively  affirmed  that  the 
attacking  party  was  headed  by  six  Frenchmen  who  gave 
powder  and  ball  to  the  Indians.  All  the  officers  accompany- 
ing the  expedition,  in  a  document  signed  by  them,  declared 
that  major  Loftus'  statement  was  true  in  every  particular. 
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CHAPTER  VI. 

By  the  middle  of  March,  1764,  the  cohiinn  placed  under  the 
command  of  liiadstreet  was  organized  and  fit  for  service.  It 
was  destined  to  ascend  the  lakes  from  Niagara  to  place 
reinforcements  in  Detroit,  and  after  chastisin|^  the  tribes  on 
the  southern  shore  of  lake  I'-rie  westward,  descend  from 
Sandusky  to  the  country  of  the  iJelawares  and  Shawanees,  and 
co-operate  with  l^ouquet.  It  consisted  of  the  l/th  re<fiment, 
completed  by  drafts  from  the  55th  to  its  full  strenj^^th,  four 
companies  of  the  80th,  and  a  stronj^  accession  of  provincial 
troops,  viz.,  500  from  New  York,  500  from  Connecticut  and 
New  Jersey,  and  a  continfj^ent  of  300  from  Canada,  50  of  the 
koyal  Artillery,  and  ten  pieces  of  light  ordnance,  the  wIkjIc 
forming  a  corps  of  2,000  men.  To  the  remaining  companies 
of  the  55th  the  duty  was  assigned  of  keeping  open  the 
communications  west  of  Albany,  the  main  forts  only  being 
strongly  garrisoned.  Forts  Schuyler,  Onondaga,  Stillwater, 
and  Saratoga,  were  left  with  a  few  men  only  in  charge. 

It  had  been  long  considered  that  the  presence  of  French 
Canadians  in  the  field  with  British  troops,  would  have  great 
influence  both  on  the  settlers  of  Detroit  and  the  Indians  on 
the  lakes.  The  reports  constantly  spread  by  the  French 
traders,  that  war  was  going  on  in  Canada  with  the  promise 
of  a  powerful  flotilla  to  appear  on  the  lakes,  and  a  strong 
cor/>s  crarincc  to  enter  Canada  from  the  Ohio,  had  had  great 
influence  in  maintaining  the  disaffection.  Gladwin  had  from 
the  commencement  maintained,  that  the  appearance  of  French 
Canadians  on  the  British  side  would  go  tar  to  destroy  the 
illusions  which  were  entertained.  Thus  their  enlistment  had 
been  suggested  on  political  grounds,  independently  of  the 
additional  sti'ength  of  the  contingent.  When  it  was  resolved 
to  carry  out  this  policy,  Murray  confidently  expressed    the 
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opinion  that  the  district  of  Quebec  would  readily  furnish  one 
thousand  men.  The  enlistment  was  so  slowly  effected  that 
at  one  time  he  thou^jht  he  would  be  forced  to  have  recourse 
to  impressment  from  tiic  militia.*  Of  the  three  hundred 
asked,  Montreal  and  Quebec  hail  each  to  furm'sh  one  hundred 
and  twenty,  ami  Three  Rivers  si.xty  men.  Haldimand  at 
Three  Rivers  had  the  least  difficulty  in  raising  his  quota,  even 
obtaining  supernumeries  to  send  to  Quebec. 

The  French  Canadians,  under  l-'rench  rule,  arbitrarily 
called  out  to  serve,  could  not  understand  that  they  were  asUcd 
to  volunteer,  money  being  offered  as  a  binnity.  They  formed 
their  own  fancies  concerning  the  demand,  and  concluded  that 
it  was  an  engagement  for  life.  Some  people  in  the  cities  out 
of  work  at  once  joined  the  ranks;  Vjut  in  the  country  parishes 
there  was  a  stolid  disinclination  to  accept  the  bounty.  The 
a/n's  appear  to  have  intervened  to  explain  the  principle  of 
enlistment.  As  it  was  understood  that  it  was  for  the  war 
only,  and  there  was  every  prosjiect  of  a  peaceful  campaign, 
volunteers  more  readily  came  forward.  By  the  end  of  April 
the  number  was  complete.  It  is  placed  on  record  that  the 
company  furnished  by  Three  Rivers  was  superior  \\\  pJiysiquc 
to  those  elsewhere  obtained.  The  contingent  behaved  well 
during  the  campaign  and  proved  useful,  although  it  will  be 
seen  that  there  was  no  exacting  service  to  be  performed.  It 
is  proper  to  remark,  for  the  contrary  has  been  affirmed,  that 
on  the  return  of  the  expedition,  the  men  were  discharged,  and 
arrived  at  their  parishes  ([uite  satisfied  with  the  treatment 
they  received.  Murray  allowed  them  some  days  to  reach 
their  homes,  to  which  they  went  quite  contented,  -f* 

*  Hya  letter  from  Murray  to  MaKlimaiid.  Quebec,  2iid  April,  it  would  appear 
that  impressment  was  resorted  to,  hut  not  in  any  };reat  degree.  A  week  later, 
hearing  that  Haldimand  had  completed  his  comjiany,  Muiray  writes  that  he  will 
be  glad  of  his  men  to  replace  those  pressed.     [Can.  Arcli  .  15.  6,  p.  140.] 

+  "Ces  hons  gens  qui  n'avaient  re9u  traittenient  pared  sont  tres  contents  et 
souhaiftent  qu'on  aye  besoin  de  leurs  services  I'annee  prochaine."  Haldimand, 
to  Gage,  2Sth  December,  1764.     [Can.  Arch.,  15.,  2.2,  p.  60.] 

The  pay  given  to  a  major  was  three  dollars  a  day,  to  a  captain  two,  to  a 
lieutenant  one,  to  a  sergeant  twenty  cents,  corporal  tliirteen,  private  ten.  There 
were  two  lieutenants  to  each  company  ;  no  ensign.     The  men  received  $12.00 
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Bradstrcct  had  bccti  instructed,  that  previous  to  starting'  he 
should  clear  away  the  woods  on  each  side  i)f  the  porta^^e  road 
from  Niagara,  so  that  troops  could  not  he  surpriseil  on  the 
march.  In  the  first  instance  he  was  to  attack  and  inllict 
chastisement  upon  the  \V)andots,  of  Sandusky.  This  tribe 
was  prominently  ainon^  the  most  inimical,  and  those  belon^^;- 
ing  to  it  were  the  more  objectionable,  as  they  planted  a  j^reat 
.supply  of  corn  which  they  furnished  to  the  other  nations, 
lie  was  afterwards  to  surprise  the  Shawanees  ami  Dela- 
warcs  on  the  iMuskiniium  and  Scioto,  either  by  followin<j 
Cayahoj^a  creek  runnin<;  into  lake  Eric  between  Presciu'ile 
and  Sandusky,  or  by  Santlusky  river.  Should  the  Ottawas 
at  Detroit  be  found  hostile,  every  .neans  should  be  taken  to 
destroy  them,  lie  was  to  place  the  fort  at  Detroit  in  repair, 
to  discover  the  channel  throutih  lake  .Saint  Claire  into  lake 
Huron  :  instructions  which  show  that  even  at  that  date  the 
Saint  Claire  flats  were  troublesome.  lie  was  to  re-establish 
the  jjarrison  at  Michillimackinac,  with  one  hundred  men  of 
the  17th;  and  constantly  act  upon  the  jjolicy  of  making,'  it 
well  understood  that  the  desire  was  only  to  chastise  the 
Indian  tribes  who  were  hostile,  and  on  the  other  hand  to 
protect  those  that  were  friendly. 

liradstrcet's  behaviour  in  this  campaign  has  been  severely 
arraigned,  with  what  justice  can  be  determined  as  the 
narrative  of  his  conduct  is  perused.  It  is  therefore  proper  to 
mention  that  a  certain  latitude  was  given  to  him  to  act 
according  to  his  judgment,  and  to  be  guided  by  circum- 
stances. * 

bounty.  Murray  to  IlaldimniKl,  (^uel)eo,  nth  March,  17C4.  [Can.  Arcli.,  li.,  6, 
p.  136.]  Tlie  officers  of  the  Three  Rivers  cunipaiiy  were  de  Montizanibert, 
captain  ;  de  Richeville,  lieutenant;  .Smith,  ensii;n.  1  cannot  (ind  the  names  10 
the  otiier  companies. 

♦  Gage  in  a  letter  to  Halifa,x,  I2ih  May  1704,  [('an.  Arch.,  A.  &  \V.  I., 
121. 1,  p.  262J  liius  descril)es  tile  powers  conferreil  on  ihad^treet  in  any  case  of 
emergency.  "  Tiiese  services  have  Ijeen  ])ointed  out  to  Colonel  I'radstreet,  l)ut 
as  the  face  of  afT^irs  may  cliantje  and  accidents  happen  which  its  [.f/V]  not  possible 
to  foresee  ;  and  as  He  will  be  at  so  yreat  a  distance  to  receive  any  (>rders,  its  left 
with  Him  in  such  circumstances  to  determine  thereon  according  to  his  judgment, 
and  to  conduct  himself  in  every  particular  in  the  manner  he  shall  judge  the  most 
►advantageous  for  his  Majesty's  service." 
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Bradstrcct,  in  the  first  instance,  had  been  a  provincial 
officer  of  some  reputation,  and  afterwards  received  a  commis- 
sion in  the  Roval  Americans,  the  60th.  He  had  shewn 
couratje  in  tlie  defeat  of  de  Villiers  on  the  Oswego  river  in 
1756.  lie  was  present  with  Abercrombie  at  Ticonderoga 
two  j'ears  later,  and  in  the  same  year  had  shewn  energy  and 
conduct  in  taking  fort  Frontenac  [Catarrqui].*  The  events  in 
this  campaign  in  no  way  added  to  his  reputation.  Me  acted 
with  a  singular  want  of  judgment  and  apparently  to  satisfy 
his  vanity.  Mis  perversity  narrowly  escaped  causing  serious 
injury,  and  it  is  not  easy  to  explain  that  with  his  previous 
record  he  should  have  disregarded,  not  siinply  ordinary 
prudence,  but  the  rules  of  the  service  which  from  his  own 
position,  he  was  interested  in  maintaining. 

The  second  column  was  organized  at  fort  Pitt  under 
Bouquet,  to  advance  westward  into  the  territory  of  the  Ohio, 
where  the  opi)osition  to  possession  being  taken  of  the  Illinois 
found  its  greatest  strenp;th.  The  Shawanjcs  and  Delawares, 
here  in  great  numbers,  remained  actix'ely  hostile.  During  the 
winter  their  deputies  had  proceeded  to  fort  Chartres  and  had 
applied  for  ammunition  and  su^jplies.  The  demand  was 
officially  refused  1)\'  the  commandant;  but  as  all  they  required 
was  obtained  lower  down  the  river  at  Kaskaskia,  it  is  out  of 
all  belief,  that  such  could  have  been  the  case  had  the  com- 
m;tndant  been  in  earnest  in  his  refusal.  It  \^'as  reported  that 
the  New  Orleans  traders  were  to  .send  further  supi)lies,  and 
were  l)usy  in  exciting  the  Indians  of  the  Wabash  and  Miami 
to  oppose  every  attempt  of  proceeding  to  the  upper  Missis- 
sippi. To-d;;y  it  is  plain,  as  it  was  then  considereil,  that  such 
a  league  was  impossible  without  the  encouragement  and  aid 
of  the  French.f     The  object  of  Bou([uet's  march  was  to  place 

•  Ante,  vol.  III.,  p.  559  ;  IV.,  p.  167  :  ]).  183. 

+  Cla^e  thus  ilesciihed  the  coinmaml.tnt  at  fort  Cliaitres  [Can.  Arch.  A.  & 
W.  I.,  1 2 1. 1,  p.  308I  :  "Some  sus|)icions  have  aiiscn  of  ^Fon^  de  Neyon's  sincerity 
fniin  tile  supply  of  aminunilion  which  the  enemy  indians  have  drawn  froni  the 
Illinois,  when  j;iea(ly  reduc'id  in  that  article  hut  we  can't  openly  lay  it  to  his 
charge  as  !'e  publicly  refused  them  sujiply.  I  heg  leave  to  remark  from  the  Tenor 
of  this  tJentleman's  Letters  to  -Moii'.  il'.\l)l)ailie,  that  he  is  i^reatly  prejudiced  in,, 
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in  subjection  these  hostile  tribes  and  to  effect  a  passage  by 
the  Ohio  of  a  detachment  to  fort  Chartres. 

Previous  to  the  departure  of  Bradstreet's  expedition,  Johnson 
arrived  at  Niagara  on  the  <Sth  of  July  for  the  purpose  of 
entering  into  a  treaty  of  amity  with  the  different  tribes.  The 
majority  of  them  had  not  taken  part  in  the  attacks  of  the 
previous  years,  and  the  meeting  may  be  described  as  one 
where  the  ancient  feeling  of  amity  was  to  be  renewed.* 

The  principal  tribe  was  that  of  the  Ilurons.  They  engaged 
not  to  disturb  the  peace  or  conceal  the  design  of  others  who 
had  resolved  so  to  act  ;  to  give  up  all  prisoners  and  to  use 
their  endeavour  to  obtain  such  as  were  in  the  hands  of  neigh- 
bouring nations;  not  to  harbour  deserters  or  fugitives;  not  to 
maintain  friendship  with  the  king's  enemies,  but  to  oppo.se 
their  desig.is  ;  not  to  listen  to  the  idle  stories  of  white  men 
who  sprcatl  false  reports.  They  acknowledged  the  king's 
right  to  the  land  on  both  sides  of  the  river  Detroit,  and  on 
lake  Saint  Claire,  to  the  extent  it  was  claimed  by  the  French. 
They  agreed  to  punish  such  of  their  warriors  as  the  com- 
mandant of  Detroit  might  ask  at  their  hands.  On  these 
conditions  all  hostility  should  cease  on  the  part  of  the  king, 
and  their  past  offences  be  forgotten. 

A  second  treaty  was  passed  on  the  6th  of  August  with  the 
Chenussios  and  other  Scnecas.  ,\fter  tleclaring  that  absolute 
l)eace  should  prevail,  they  agreed  on  the  part  of  the  Delawarcs 
iif  the  .Susc[uehanna  to  deliver  ui)  "the  Delaware  king,"  their 
chief  warrior  and  all  prisoners;  and  that  after  the  surrender  a 
treaty  should  be  made  will:  the  Delawarcs  themselves.  The 
Cheiuissios  likewise  undertook  to  deli\er  u[)  a  deserter  whose 


I'avor  of  ilie  Savages  and  relates  many  tilings  as  Facts  which  can't  possibly  be 
Hue:  Receiving  every  idle  Re[iort  of  the  Indians  to  our  Discredit  as  so  many 
Authentic  .Accounts." 

*  Joimson  descrii)e.s  the  total  number  as  2,060,  of  which  1,700  were  lighting- 
men,  a  greater  number  than  had  ever  assembled  on  a  like  occasion.  Deputies 
li.id  lieeu  sent  by  the  Ilurons,  Oltawas,  (hippewas,  Menomonies,  Folies-avoines, 
I'oxes,  .Sakis,  I'uans,  with  the  Indians  of  Lake  Superior,  some  even  from 
Hu<lson's  Bay.  Johnson  to  the  lords  of  trade,  30th  .Vugust,  1764.  [N. V.  Doc, 
VII.,  p.  64S.] 
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name  is  preserved,  Sherlock,  and  all  prisoners  held  by  them. 
They  ratified  the  grant  of  four  miles  on  each  side  of  the  river 
Niagara,  from  the  fort  running  north  to  the  rapids  of  lake 
Erie.  The  islands  between  the  great  falls  and  the  rapids 
they  personally  granted  to  sir  William  Johnson.*  The 
Chenussios  who  became  parties  to  this  treaty  had  in  the  first 
instance  declined  to  be  present.  Thcj-  were  consequently 
threatened  that  their  absence  would  be  construed  into  an  act 
of  hostility,  and  that  their  lands  would  be  ravaged  ;  they 
accordingly  attended,  with  the  result  I  have  described. 
Johnson  in  a  letter  on  the  subject  explained  that  he  could 
not  decline  the  offer  made  to  him  of  this  present,  without  the 
Indians  considering  the  refusal  as  an  insult;  he  had,  therefore, 
accepted  the  islands.  They  consisted  of  ab(jut  15,000  acres 
with  large  grass  meadows,  absolutelj-  neccssar)-  for  the  oxen 
and  horses  to  be  employed  in  the  service,  there  being  no 
such  cleared  land  near  the  fort;  he  therefore  made  an  humble 
offer  of  them  to  the  king.  The  Shawanees  and  Delawares 
did  not  appear  :  thej^  sent  an  insolent  letter,  which  they  had 
forced  a  prisoner  to  write.  Pontiac  with  the  Miamis  did  not 
attend.  He  was,  however,  represented  b\-  a  messenger 
expressing  his  desire  (ov  peace.  Johnson  formed  the  view 
that  it  was  apprehension  for  his  own  safety  and  those  with 
him,  which  prevented  his  attendance  at  the  congress.  The 
Pottavvatamies  failed  also  to  be  present  for  the  same  motive. 
Johnson  wrote  to  the  lords  of  trade  concerning  this 
meeting,  that  the  Indians  having  their  homes  at  a  distance 
from  settlement  were  so  jealous  of  the  British,  and  so  sensitive 
of  being  denied  favours  to  which  they  were  accustomed,  that 
they  would  not  consider  the  peace  binding,  unless  followed 
by  periodical  gifts  to  assure  their  observance  of  it.  They 
were  all  desirous  for  the  trade  to  recommence.  Johnson 
promi.sed  it  should  be  re-established  when  the  inimical  tribes 
had  been  brought  to  reason,  for  if  they  could  not  obtain  trade 
they  would  certainly  plunder.  The  peoi)le  in  the  provinces 
were  likewise  anxious  to  engage  in  these  operations,  thousands 

*  Johnson  to  Halifax,  joih  August,  1764.     [N.Y.  Doc,  VII.,  p.  647.] 
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obtaiiiinc:^  their  living  by  it,  and  if  their  profits  from  this 
source  failed,  no  remittances  could  be  made  to  ICurope. 

There  was  but  one  mode  of  acting,  Johnson  pointed  out: 
to  conquer  Iiulian  prejudices  by  generous  treatinent.  It  was 
the  only  plan  to  assure  quiet,  and  the  [)osts,  convo\-s,  traders 
and  frontier  settlers  were  at  all  times  in  their  power.  In  each 
case  the\'  would  be  sur|)rised  and  killed,  before  help  could  be 
brought.  The  last  campaign  had  taught  the  Indians  their 
jjower.  "  They  saw  themseKes  able  to  effect  what  was  looked 
by  many  of  our  prejudiced  Politicians  here  as  utterly  impos- 
sible, notwithstanding  all  ni\- remonstrances  founded  on  many 
years'  experience,"  were  Johnson's  emphatic  words. 

He  dwelt  on  the  necessity  of  cultivating  the  favour  of  the 
Indians,  and  he  considered  that  the  outposts  should  be 
limited,  and  onl)'  those  of  the  first  rank  retained.  He  pithily 
added  that  retaining  "posts  two  or  three  hundred  nn'les 
distant  ilid  not  make  us  masters  of  a  foot  of  ground  between 
them  ;  instead  of  awing  the  huliaiis  they  were  awed  b\'  them," 

The  proceedings  of  the  Indian  congress  were  brought  to  a 
close  ;  but  it  was  considereil  advisable  for  Hradstreet's  force 
1(1  remain,  until  the  majoril}'  of  those  who  hail  taken  part 
ill  it  had  separated.  It  was  onl\-  on  the  6th  of  .August  that 
br.ulstreet  marched  awa\'  w  ilh  his  force.  I5efore  his  depar- 
ture  he  heard  from  (ihuhvin  that  the  llurons  of  .Samlusky 
and  Pontiac's  tribe  of  Miamis  had  sent  in  prisoners  and  h.ul 
asked  for  peace.  The  I'ottawatamies  li;nl  followed  their 
c\;un[)le.  Gladwin  howeviM"  looketl  upon  the  proceeding 
with  suspicion,  as  only  a  repetition  of  w  hat  hatl  previously 
taken  i)lace. 

Hradstreet  having  erected  a  firt  at  the  entrance  of  lake 
I'lrie  for  the  securit}-  of  vessels  navigating  it,  embarked  (jn  the 
Sth  of  .August.  He  was  here  joineil  b_\'  250  frieiull}'  Intli.ms, 
100  of  them  arriving  from  Canada. 

On  the  1 2th  of  August  he  arrived  at  Presqu'ile,  and  here 
commenced  the  series  of  unfortimate  mistakes  committed  by 
him  in  the  campaign.  He  was  waited  upon  by  ten  Indians, 
who  reprcsenteil  themselves  as  having  been  sent  as  deputies 
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by  the  Shawances  and  Dclawarcs  of  the  phiiiis  of  the  Sioto 
to  sue  for  peace.  They  assured  l^radstreet  tliat  all  their 
l)arties  who  had  acted  with  hostility  on  the  Pcnnsylvaniaii 
frontier  had  been  withdrawn,  and  that  a  treaty  of  peace  could 
be  made,  it  was  not  in  Bradstreet's  power  to  conclude  any 
treaty;  his  duty  was  to  act  similarly  as  Gladwin  had  done,  to 
j^rant  a  truce;  to  entjage  to  cease  from  hostility;  and  to  refer 
the  matter  to  tlie  coinmandcr  of  the  forces.  Hradstreet  was 
too  far  removed  from  the  .scene  of  operations  to  form  an 
opinion  of  the  truth  or  falsehood  of  the  rci)reseiuations  made 
to  him,  and  every  consideration  su<^gested  his  communicatintj 
w  ith  ]5()U(iuet  before  takint;  an\'  steps  towards  so  important 
an  arranj^emcnt. 

Instead  of  this  course,  which  ;^ood  sense  and  ordinary 
prudence  should  under  any  circumstances  have  exacted,  he 
entered  into  a  preliminar\'  treat)-  with  these  men,  recognizing 
them  as  deputies  of  the  Delawares  and  .Shawanccs,  b}-  which 
he  undertook  in  no  way  to  attack  the  tribes  within  twent\--fivc 
days,  and  he  further  engaged  to  meet  them  at  Sanduskj-  to 
conclude  the  treat}',  at  which  time  tlie\'  shcnild  deliver  up  the 
prisoners  they  possessed. 

l^radstreet  had  himself  selected  three  hundred  Indians  to 
accompany  him  ;  they  included  one  hundred  Caughnawagas 
and  other  Canadian  tribes.  On  the  appearance  of  the 
so-called  Shawanee  deputies,  they  were  opposed  to  the  latter 
being  received,  being  satisfied  that  they  were  not  what  they 
represented  themselves  to  be;  but  Bradstreet  would  not  listen 
to  them.  The  officers  were  e(iuall\'  against  the  negotiation. 
We  have  bjhnson's  aulhoril\-  for  the  st.ilemcnt,  that  those 
impostors,  as  he  terms  them,  desired  to  know  "  if  he  was 
coming  upon  peace  or  war,  for  the  latter  was  as  agreeable  to 
them  as  the  former."*  Bradstreet  replied  that  he  was  glad  that 
they  were  peaceful!)-  disposed,  for  sucli  was  his  own  feeling, 
and  he  proceeded  to  make  the  unwarrantable  concessions 
which  affected  ilisad\antageousl\-,  not  onl\-  the  spirit  of  the 
Indians,  but  the  men   of  his   detachment.     An   exercise   of 


N.V.  Doc,  VII.,  p.  687. 


■ifl  !  I 


m  £; 


1764] 


I5RAI).street's  want  of  judgment. 


83 


authority  of  this  character  was  in  opposition  to  the  instruc- 
tions given  to  Bradstreet,  and  was  at  variance  with  the 
plan  of  the  campaign.  Tlie  hititude  allowed  him  did  not 
justify  him  in  departing  from  the  general  tenor  of  his  orders; 
and  to  whatever  extent  this  latitude  might  be  construed,  the 
power  of  making  peace,  even  under  circumstances  justifying 
the  proceeding,  had  not  been  included.  The  limit  of 
modification  to  the  plan  of  campaign  was,  at  the  most,  to 
grant  a  truce,  subject  to  the  approval  of  the  commander-in- 
chief,  leaving  to  the  latter  the  responsibilit\'  of  laying  down  the 
Conditions  on  which  peace  would  be  accepted.  What  made 
Bradstrcet's  conduct  the  more  reprehensible  was  that  he  was 
junior  to  Bouquet,  who  had  Ijcen  long  engaged  on  the  frontier, 
and  only  the  previous  j-ear  had  won  the  brilliant  victory  of 
Edge  hill,  liradstreet  himself  was  inexperienced  in  this 
western  warfare.  Boucpiet,  on  the  other  hand,  had  been 
actively  engaged  in  such  duties  from  the  time  of  l-'orbes' 
advance  upon  Pittsburg.  Bradstreet  knew  little  of  Indian  life 
around  the  lakes,  and  this  ignorance  was  partially  the  cause 
of  his  blundering  misconduct.  The  Shawanec  chiefs  who 
waited  upon  him  were  without  credentials,  and  were  unsup- 
plied  with  the  wampum  belts  indispensable  in  every  negotia- 
tion, having  only  one  small  belt  of  no  significance.  In  all 
accounts  of  the  Indian  treaties,  without  excepticMi,  after  everj' 
accepted  condition,  the  significmt  words  ''a  belt"  appear. 
Hradstrect  couki  not  but  have  known  the  ruthless  hostility  of 
the  Shawanees  and  Delawares,  in  murdering  settlers  and  com- 
mitting depredations.  They  were  the  cause  of  his  presence 
on  lake  Erie  with  the  troops  he  was  commanding.  The  most 
careful  consideration  should  have  been  given  to  any  deputa- 
tion, professing  to  represent  the  tribes  which  had  failed  to 
appear  at  Niagara  at  the  general  conference.  Moreover,  in 
this  case  their  true  character  was  uiidefined;  thej'  might  have 
been  a  band  of  wandering  Indians  on  an  expedition  to 
murder  and  rob,  as  for  any  other  purpose. 

Bradstreet    fell  into  the  trap  ;  he  not  only  accepted    the 
negotiation  as  genuine,  but  he  engaged  to  grant  peace  on  the 
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conditions  submitted.  I  Iavin;j^  himself  disobeyed  his  orders, 
Bradstrcet  adopted  the  extraordinary  course  of  writint^  to 
Bouquet  that  it  was  unnecessary  for  him  to  proceed  in  Iiis 
expedition,  submission  having  been  made  by  the  tribes  tliat 
Boucjuet  was  preparint^  to  attack.  What  made  this  act  of 
folly  the  more  strikin<f  was  that  liradstreet,  bcin£3[  junior  to 
liouquct,  had  to  receive  orders  from  his  senior  officer,  not  to 
•five  them.  Jiradstrect  also  wrote  to  Gage,  informing  him  of 
the  ste[)  he  had  taken,  claiming  credit  for  his  diplomacy. 

His  conduct  caused  the  greater  displeasure,  as  there  was 
little  difficulty  in  estimating  the  true  character  of  the  conces- 
sions he  had  granted,  'ihc  design,  Gage  wrote  to  Halifax, 
was  to  ward  off  the  blow  threatened  by  the  approach  of  the 
troops,  and,  while  amusing  Bradstrect  with  offers  of  peace  on 
lake  Eric,  the  tribes  with  which  Bradstreet  was  negotiating 
were  committing  murders  on  the  borders  of  I'ennsylvania,  in 
one  case  murdering  .several  children,  imnates  of  a  school- 
house,  with  their  teacher.  Gage  resolved  that  the  troops 
should  steadily  pursue  their  first  policy,  and  wrote  steridy  to 
Bradstreet,  annulling  and  disavowing  the  peace  he  had  made. 

Bouquet  received  at  fort  Loudoun  the  letter  from  Brad- 
street informing  him  of  what  had  been  done  at  Presqu'ile. 
He  forwarded  it  to  governor  Penn  of  Pennsylvania,  expressing 
the  desire  that  the  i)eace  should  not  be  confirmed  ;  no  satisfac- 
tion had  been  insisted  upon,  and  he  trusted  that  he  would  not 
be  a  witness  to  a  transaction  *  which  would  fix  an  indelible 
stain  upon  the  nation.  Vov  his  part,  he  would  take  no  notice 
of  the  intended  peace  ;  he  wcju'ul  proceed  on  his  own  expedi- 
tion, ami  treat  as  enemies  all  the  Shawanees  and  Delawarcs, 
until  he  received  orders  to  the  contrar\-.  He  wrote  in  the 
same  strain  to  Gage,  telling  him  that  the  terms  were  such  as 
to  fill  him  with  astonishment.  He  spf)kc  of  the  perfidies  and 
murders  still  practised;  the  parties,  even  on  the  22nd  instant, 
had  killed  si.K  men  and  taken  away  four  children,  and  he 
related  the  slaughter  of  a  schoolmaster  and  some  children  in 
a  school-room.     He  dwelt  upon   the  disgraceful   conditions 

*  Fort  Loucloun,  27th  August,  1764.     [Can.  Aicli.,  A.,  7,  p.  67.] 
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which  had  been  accorded.  Personal Ij'  such  a  treaty  was  an 
affront  to  hi:nself,  having  been  made  by  a  junior  officer  with- 
out reference  of  the  matter  to  him.  On  the  contrary,  Ih'ad- 
street  had  taken  upon  himself  to  assure  the  Inchans,  that  he 
would  prevent  the  column  of  Bouciuet  acting  against  their 
villages.  The  news  had  caused  the  greatest  indignation 
tliroughout  the  community,  and  especial!)'  in  the  force.  On 
all  sides,  tiie  strongest  reprobation  was  expressed  at  l?rad- 
street's  conduct  h'or  his  part,  he  could  not  be  reconciled  to 
any  peace  if  the  villains  remained  unpunished. 

Jiouquct  wrote  to  Bradstreet  from  fort  Bedford  with  studied 
self-control,  disapproving  the  peace,  and  saying  that  the 
final  conclusion  of  it  should  be  postponed.  Me  explained 
that  he  himself  was  going  forward  on  his  expedition,  and 
trusted  that  Bradstreet  would  be  at  Sandusky,  prepared  to 
attack  the  Ohio  tribes  at  the  same  time.  The  news  seriously 
interfered  with  the  formation  of  Bouquet's  forces.  On  the 
report  reaching  the  eastern  part  of  Pennsylvania,  the  Pemi- 
s\lvanian  volunteers  declined  coming  forward. 

On  hearing  of  Gage's  refusal  to  ratify  the  treaty,  Bouquet 
again  wrote  to  Bradstreet,  that  no  terms  would  be  granted  to 
the  tribes  unless  they  delivered  up  the  promoter.'-'  of  the  war 
to  be  put  to  death,  and  they  would  then  be  permitted  ^  send 
deputies  to  discuss  the  terms  of  peace.  In  case  .of  refusal, 
Bouquet  would  immediately  attack  them.  The  general  had 
renewed  his  orders  that  he  should  do  .so  in  concert  with 
Bradstreet;  accordinglj' he  would  cross  the  Ohio  on  the  ist  of 
October  and  march  to  the  Muskingum,  and  he  requested 
Bradstreet  to  begin  his  attack  in  that  direction,  to  divide  the 
attention  and  forces  of  the  enemy.  Me  asked  that  one 
hundred  Indians  might  be  sent  him,  with  some  white  men ; 
or  if  that  could  not  be  done,  one  hundred  Canadians  to  act 
as  rangers.  In  the  meantime.  Bouquet  ke[)t  it  perfectly  secret 
that  the  peace  was  repudiated  by  Gage.  Me  allowed  it  to  be 
generally  believed  that  the  terms  were  accepted  ;  he  thus 
brought  his  convoys  up  without  interference,  and  in  sending 
to  Bradstreet  a  notification  of  the  general's  determination. 
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the  true  letter  was  sewn  into  the  saddle  of  his  messenger  ;  a 
false  letter  was  carried  openly,  so  that  if  taken  by  the  Indians 
they  would  believe  peace  still  prevailed.  The  false  letter  was 
to  the  effect,  that  as  many  of  the  prisoners  to  be  delivered 
up  at  Sandusky  were  natives  of  Pennsylvania,  he  would  send 
captain  McKce  to  receive  thcin  and  to  execute  any  order 
Bradstrcet  mi.'jht  give.  After  delivering  his  message  McKee 
was  to  return,  as  owing  to  his  knowledge  of  the  Shawances 
he  was  very  useful  to  Bouquet. 

Bradstreet  followed  lake  lu'ic  to  Sandusky,  the  point  at 
which  he  was  orc'^red  to  commence  his  operations  by  attack- 
ing the  villages  of  the  tribes  in  the  neighbourhood,  the 
Wyandots,  Ottawas,  and  Miamis.  From  the  strength  of  his 
force  he  must  virtually  have  been  unopposed,  and  it  was  in  his 
power  to  have  summarily  chastised  these  tribes  and  have 
exacted  the  most  humble  behaviour.  Again  he  acted  with  a 
misconcci)tion  of  his  duty.  A  deputation  waited  upon  him 
with  protestations  of  submission,  and  undertook  to  follow  him 
to  Detroit  and  there  conclude  a  treaty.  Bradstreet  seems 
entirely  to  have  lost  sight  of  the  circumstance  that,  had  these 
tribes  reallj'  desired  peace,  and  were  acting  in  good  faith,  it 
had  been  in  tln'ir  power  a  few  weeks  back  to  obtain  it  by 
attendyig  at  Niagara.  lie  however  considered  tliat  he  had 
achieved  all  that  was  necessary  by  the  appearance  of  himself 
and  his  column,  and  that  by  his  presence  he  had  perfectly 
pacified  the  west.  From  Sandusky  he  sent  off  ca])tain  Morris 
to  ascend  the  Miami  to  the  portage,  thence  to  cross  to  the 
Wabash,  descend  that  tributary  to  the  Ohio,  and  so  reach  the 
Mississippi  and  the  Illinois  country.  Morris  was  accompanied 
by  a  small  detachment  of  Canadians  and  Indians. 

Bradstreet's  reports  to  Gage  shew  his  sanguine  hopes  of  the 
success  of  Morris'  mission.  The  latter  was  furnished  with  a 
belt  to  one  Saint  Vincent  which  had  been  gi\en  b}'  Bonliac, 
and  Bradstreet  conceived  that  by  these  means  the  Illinois 
would  be  reached  in  safety.  Pontiac,  he  wrote,  still  retained 
great  influence,  and  was  now  tractable  ;  Bradstreet  expected 
to  meet  him   at    Detroit   to    carry    out   the    peace.     Morris 
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ascended  the  river  to  the  rapids,  where  he  was  met  hy 
I'ontiac.  The  letter  of  the  Ottawa  chief  of  the  previous 
autumn  to  Gladwin,  prajiiifj  for  peace,  was  of  but  a  few 
months' date.  lie  had  since  met  the  French  officials,  antl 
received  from  them  fresh  inspiration  touchinf:^  the  engage- 
ments he  had  enterd  into.  When  Morris  told  him  of  the 
peace  with  the  Shawances,  he  received  the  news  by  exclaim- 
ing, "all  the  h^iglish  are  liars,"  producing  a  letter  of  a  French- 
man setting  forth  that  the  hVench  king  was  on  his  way  with 
sixty  ships  to  drive  the  ICngiish  out  of  America. 

The  party,  however,  continued  their  journey,  and  on  the 
7th  of  September  arrived  at  fort  Miami,  the  post  which  iiad 
been  under  the  command  of  Holmes,  so  treacherous])' 
murdered  on  the  27th  of  Ma}-.  It  was  soon  made  plain  that 
it  had  been  resolved  to  prevent  any  further  advance.  Morris 
was  ill-treated,  his  life  threatened,  and  he  was  ordered  not  to 
leave  the  fort.  The  French  settlers  were  forbidden  to  receive 
him.  This  treatment  was  explained  by  the  presence  of  a 
deputation  of  the  Shawanees  and  Delawarcs  with  fourteen 
belts  and  six  strings  of  wampum,  who  on  their  own  part  and 
that  of  the  Senecas,  declarcil  no  peace  had  Ix'cn  made.  I'or 
two  days  Morris  was  exposed  to  great  danger.  There  was 
an  appearance  of  the  desire  to  put  him  to  death.  It  was 
possible  that  this  design  was  only  simulated,  in  order  to  lead 
him  to  believe  that  it  was  impossible  for  him  to  continue  his 
route,  and  consequently  that  he  would  turn  back. 

Had  Morrris  been  killed,  iJradstreet  was  in  the  neighbour- 
hood to  inflict  a  terrible  retributi<jn,  and  even  his  fatuitx- 
would  scarcely  have  patiently  submitted  to  the  outrage.  On 
all  sides  Morris  was  warned  not  to  persevere  in  his  journey  : 
it  is  questionable  if  he  could  have  induced  his  Indians  and 
Canadian  escort  to  have  accompanied  him,  owing  to  the 
impression  made  upon  them  by  the  h'rench  and  Indians 
around  the  fort.  On  the  9th,  one  of  his  attendants.  Saint 
X'incent,  subsequently  much  compromised  in  the  Illinois 
intrigues,  told  him  that  the  Shawanees  had  determineil  to 
murder  him.     On  the  loth,  Morris  and  his  party  resolved  on 
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turninf]^  back,  'llicy  inatlc  their  way  to  Detroit,  where  he 
expected  to  meet  Hradslrcet  ;  011  his  arrival  lie  found  the 
latter  had  left  for  Sandusky.  Morris  was  too  ill  to  join  his 
commander,  and  had  to  content  himself  with  sendinj^  a  copy 
of  his  journal  ;  in  tloing  so,  he  ^ave  as  strong  c.\[)ression  to 
his  own  fceliii}^  of  iiuli;-,niation  as  circumstances  permitted. 

i''rom  .Sandusky  Uradstreet  had  crossed  lake  ICric  and 
ascentled  the  Detroit  river,  having  arrived  at  the  fort  on  the 
26th  of  August.  The  old  garrison  was  relieved,  and  Bradstrcet 
called  a  council,  which  met  on  the  7th  of  September  :  Pontiac 
was  not  iMcsent  ;  and  several  of  the  Indians  who  had  been 
engaged  in  the  attack  of  the  fort  had  thought  it  prudent  to 
leave,  and  were  absent.  Those  of  the  Canadian  .settlers  who 
had  actively  assisted  I'ontiac  had  also  wisely  taken  their 
departure.  The  tribes  which  remained  realh'  ilesired  peace. 
They  consisted  of  the  Ottawas,  Ojibeways,  Pottawatamies, 
Miamis,  .Sai<is,  and  W}'andots.  The  \\'\-and()ts  of  Sandusky 
alone  by  .ittcnding  had  kept  their  engagement.  The  condi- 
tions accepted  lj\'  the  tribes  were  however  of  such  a  character, 
that  hereafter,  the)-  coulil  be  ignored  by  those  subscribing 
to  them,  when  they  were  in  a  condition  to  act  hostilely. 
Bradstrcet  seems  to  have  thought  that  he  had  obtained  an 
important  political  concession,  when  the  tribes  agreed  that 
the}'  would  call  the  king  of  (ircat  Britain  father,  and  not 
brother.  .An  unwarrantable  irregularity  on  his  i)art  was,  to 
conduct  his  negotiations  through  a  h'rench  interpreter,  so 
that  his  own  officers  did  not  know  what  was  taking  place, 
and  the  friendly  Indians  were  affronted  at  being  kept  in 
ignorance  of  what  was  going  on. 

Johnson  stated*  that  several  who  joined  in  these  conditions 
were  those  who  had  previously  attended  at  Niagara.  In  this 
treaty,  "  huddled  up"  as  Johnson  describes  it,  not  a  word  was 
said  of  subjection  and  dominion  ;  and  l^adstreet  pardoned 
some  of  the  most  notorious  of  the  Canadian  settlers  about 
Detroit  who  had  been  prominent  in  the  attack  of  the  fort. 

One  important  matter  was  accomplished  by  him,  the  garri- 

*  To  Louis  of  Trade,  26th  of  Decemhei,  1764.     [N'.V.  Doc,  VII.,  p.  685-8.] 
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son  at  Detroit  was  relieved,  and  the  troops  who  had  stood  the 
brunt  of  fifteen  niontlis  defence  and  anxiety  were  rej^laced 
l)y  another  detachment.  The  soldiers  wlio  had  fon^ht  In'  the 
side  of  Gladwin,  with  their  commander  descended  the  lake  to 
Niagara,  thence  to  reach  the  New  York  western  settlements, 
in  the  hope  of  obtainin<r  some  months  of  peace  and  rest,  in 
October  we  hear  of  Gladwin  in  New  York,  when  he  applieil 
for  leave  to  proceed  to  Knjfland. 

I'radstreet  succeeded  in  ])assin<^f  a  vessel  u])  lake  Saint  Claiic 
to  lake  Huron  ;  his  survej-ini;;  jiarty  had  been  fortunate  in 
fnidinj^  out  a  channel  through  the  Hats.  Accordint^ly  he  sent 
up  a  detachment  of  the  17th,  under  captain  Howard,  to  take 
possession  of  the  fort  of  Michillimackinac.  Shortly  after- 
wards both  Sault  Saint  Mary  and  (ireen  bay  were  reoccupied. 
Bradstreet  is  also  reported  as  havint;  made  several  tyrants  of 
land  near  Hetroit  and  lake  l^rie  to  some  of  his  officers  and 
the  French  inhabitants  ;  a  proceedin^i;  both  beyond  his  power 
and  most  imijrudent.  It  t^reatl)'  astonished  and  troubled  the 
Indians,  for  they  looked  upon  it  .'is  }^ivintj  awaj-  their  hunting 
c^rounds  without  their  consent  or  approval. 

Having  concluded  this  ])eace,  which  in  his  letters  he  repre- 
sented as  of  the  highest  moment,  but  which,  throughout  the 
whole  extent  of  the  northern  provinces,  was  condemned  as 
impolitic,  insufficient,  and  discreditable,  Bradstreet  sailed 
tlown  the  Detroit  river  and  crossed  lake  ICrie  to  Sandusky. 
He  expected  to  meet  the  re[)resentativcs  of  the  Shawanees 
and  Delawares,  to  conclude  the  peace  he  had  taken  upon 
himself  to  accept  at  Prestpi'ile.  I'he  time  had  expired  for 
their  appearance,  but  none  were  present.  A  small  depu- 
tation subseciuenti}'  arrived,  and  these  parties  pledged  tiicm- 
selves  if  he  did  not  attack  their  villages,  they  would  bring  in 
the  prisoners  held  by  them.  At  this  place  he  received  Gage's 
letter  severely  blaming  him  for  his  conduct,  repudiating  the 
so-called  treaty,  with  orders  to  disregard  it,  and  to  co-operate 
with  Boucpiet  in  the  attack  on  the  Shawance  villages  of  the 
Scioto.  There  were  two  routes  to  the  Ohio :  one  to  ascend 
Cayahoga  creek  and  portage  to  the  Muskingum  :  the  second 
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by  followiiijj  Similusky  creek  and  taking  the  porta^'e  to  llu^ 
Scioto.  To  '1(1(1  to  his  perplexity,  he  received  captain  Morri.s' 
journal,  which  contained  the  uni)lcasant  rcadint;  of  that 
ofificer's  failure  to  reach  the  Illinois,  his  narrow  escape  from 
death,  and  the  declaration  of  the  Shawanees  tiiat  the)'  would 
never  make  peace.  An  enterprising  officer  would  not  have 
delayed  an  hour  to  i)crform  the  duty  imposed  upon  him, 
but  Hradstrcet,  who  five  years  previousl)'  at  ('atara(iui  had 
obtained  some  re()Utation,  can  only  be  remembered  in  this 
campai},ni  by  his  reprehensible  indecisicjii.  .\  few  day^  would 
hc'ive  broui,dit  him  in  junction  with  Houiiuet,  but  he  macU;  no 
movement,  liis  e.vcuse  was  that,  owini^'  to  the  dry  season, 
there  was  a  want  of  water  in  the  river  Sandusk)',  and  thai 
there  was  a  lont;'  portai;e  by  the  Cayaho^a.  lie  remained 
idle  at  Sandusky;  the  troO[)s  became  depressed,  discontented, 
and  suffered  from  sickness.  A  few  days  activity  and  danger 
would  have  brouylit  out  their  clnii  and  spirit.  The  Indians 
were  alienated  by  the  treatment  thcj'  received.  Hradstrcet 
made  some  shew  of  sendiii;^'  out  parties,  but  the  Indians 
declined  to  j^o  alone.  They  expressed  their  willingness  to 
march  with  the  army,  but  they  refused  to  be  sent  out  in 
parties  to  meet  an  enenij',  with  whom  the  commander  had 
treated,  but  would  not  attack  with  his  own  troops. 

liradstreet,  affecting'  to  think  all  movement  was  impracti- 
cable, that  he  was  short  of  provisions  and  the  season  late, 
determined  to  return  homewards.  He  broke  up  the  canii> 
and  left  Sandusky  on  the  iSth  of  October.  On  descendiuL^ 
lake  ]""rie  a  violent  storm  burst  over  the  detachment.  Johnson 
in  his  report  sa\-s  that  Hradstrcet  halted  by  an  open  healli, 
where  within  two  miles  there  was  a  river,  in  the  waters  of 
which  he  would  iiave  been  well  protected.  The  consecpience 
was  that  twent\--five  of  the  boats  were  lost  and  damat^ed, 
and  there  was  an  insufficiency  of  transport  to  receive  the 
troops.  It  therefore  became  necessary  that  the  Indians  and 
some  of  the  provincials  should  make  their  way  aloiit^  the  lake 
shore  to  Niasjjara,  a  distance  of  two  hundred  and  sixty  miles 
throu<jh    thick    forests,  with    numberless  water    courses   and 
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many  Iaijj[c  rivers  to  pass,  atul  with  only  an  imperfect  supply 
of  provisions. 

Those  despatched  by  this  route  liail  to  force  their  ua)-, 
makin^r  their  own  trail,  meetinj^  "swales"*  and  morasses  and 
low  ground  covered  with  water,  owing  to  the  season  of  the 
year.  Suffering  from  cold  antl  hunger  they  had  to  swim  the 
greater  rivers  or  make  rafts  to  cross  them.  The  privation  and 
toil  were  most  severe  and  exhausting,  so  that  many  succumlxxl 
to  these  hardships  and  dieil. 

The  boats  carrying  the  troops  reached  the  Niagara  portage 
on  the  4th  of  November,  seventeen  days  after  leaving  .Saii- 
dusk)'.  luen  then  liradstreet's  misfortunes  were  not  com- 
plete, for  one  of  the  vessels,  tile  snow  "Johnson,"  foundered 
in  sight  of  Oswego.     The  men  were  however  saved. 

Thus  Hradstreet's  inglorious  expedition,  from  thccommcnce- 
mcnt  to  the  close,  was  marked  by  the  folly  and  incapacitv  of 
its  commander.  Mad  his  miscnuducl  not  l)een  remedied  by 
the  genius  and  energy  of  IJoiKjuet,  very  great  injury  would 
have  been  inflicted  up:)n  British  prestige.  At  the  first  stage 
of  his  expeilition,  cither  from  his  failure  to  understand  his 
duties,  or  by  the  desire  to  gain  distinction  for  himself 
alone,  he  had  been  duped  b\'  a  few  straggling  Indians  whose 
design  to  deceive  him  was  unworlh)-  an  hour's  consideration. 
He  abandoned  his  instructions  to  follow  his  own  theories,  dis- 
regarding prudence  and  expetliency.  He  alienated  the  Indians 
to  such  an  extent  that  Johnson  expressed  his  fears  that 
they  would  not  again  be  induced  to  act  on  the  British  side, 
and  the  provincial  officers  were  alike  repelled  by  his  offensixc 
and  domineering  manner.  The  expedition  furnished  one  of 
the  many  proofs  to  be  read  throughout  the  pages  of  history. 


•  "  The  won!  ''swale"  may  call  for  explaii.itiiin.  III.-,  in  use  to  denotf  nn 
uiulraiiied  tiacU  of  haid  i^iouiid,  uiioii  wliicli,  from  its  lelalively  low  level,  water 
lies  for  nearly  the  entire  year.  Differiiij;  from  the  morass,  in  which  a  |iole  of 
some  feet  in  lenijtli  can  i)e  ilriven  by  the  h.md,  the  "swale,"  when  the  watei'  is 
tinned  off,  becomes  I'lrm  lauii,  lit  for  aijricultural  |)inposes  without  any  sjiecial 
dn:inintf.  There  is  a  verb  "swale,"  or  "svveal,"  the  meaning  of  which  is,  to 
inelt  away.  What  connection  it  may  have  with  the  word  in  use  on  the  northern 
.American  contineni,  remains  a  matter  for  enquiry. 
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to  how  great  an  extent,  the  success  of  an  enterprise  depends 
on  the  genius  and  character  of  its  commander.  The  failures 
and  triumphs  of  every  age  and  every  country  shew.how  much 
is  owing  to  the  abih'ty,  judgment  and  prescience  of  one  man, 
who,  while  organizing  his  force  for  the  hour  of  triumph  to 
seize  every  advantage  to  attain  the  end  desired,  can  in  the 
darkest  reverse  inspire  confidence,  courage,  and  that  rare 
quality  by  which  the  battle  of  life  in  every  aspect  is  won, 
unflinching  endurance.  To  a  mind  thus  constituted,  events 
however  untoward  are  never  overwhelming  ;  they  even 
become  subordinate  to  genius  and  courage.  The  plans  which 
have  been  conceived  are  modified  or  widened,  in  the  face  of 
unlooked  for  misfortune,  as  prudence  and  judgment  dictate. 
It  is  one  of  the  curses  of  incapacity,  that  not  only  the  most 
favourable  circumstances  are  ignored  and  neglected,  but  that 
even  the  opportunity  of  certain  success  is  seized  in  the  wrong 
spirit  and  at  the  wrong  hour,  and  misap[)lied  to  end  in  failure 
and  disgrace.  No  greater  example  can  be  furnished  of  this 
truth  than  in  the  difference  of  the  leadership  of  Bouquet  and 
Hradstreet,  for  while  the  latter  was  one  of  disappointment, 
disgrace  and  loss,  the  former  presents  as  brilliant  a  chapter 
in  the  history  of  the  continent  as  may  be  found  in  its  annals 
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CHAPTER  VII. 


It  was  not  until  the  end  of  July  that  the  troops  furnished 
by  Pennsylvania,  one  thousand  men,  could  be  assembled.  On 
the  5th  of  Aut^ust  they  were  at  Carlisle,  one  hundred  and 
eighteen  miles  west  of  Philadelphia.  They  were  here  received 
by  Bouquet  and  by  governor  Penn.  The  latter  addressed 
them  on  the  crisis  in  which  they  were  engaged,  and  appealed 
to  their  patriotism  and  courage  for  the  zealous  performance 
of  their  dut\-.  On  the  13th  the  troops  reached  fort  Loudoun, 
within  twenty-eight  miles  of  fort  Bedford,  from  which  place 
the  inarch  forward  was  to  commence.  The  desertions  from 
this  force  were  so  continuous,  that  b\-  this  date  only  seven 
hundred  of  the  battalions  remained.  In  his  difficulty  Bouquet 
appealed  to  Fauquier,  governor  of  Virginia  ;  in  consetpience 
of  h'auquier's  exertions,  a  detachment  of  Virginian  volunteers 
joined  the  force  at  fort  Pitt.  These  men  not  only  remained 
by  their  colours,  but  proved  most  effecti\c  in  the  advance. 

Colonel  Rcid,the  second  in  command,  left  fort  I-oudoun  on 
the  l6th,  with  nine  hundred  horses,  cattle  and  sheep,  with  an 
escort  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  regulars  and  three  lunulrcd 
provincials.  Bouquet  was  to  follow  him  in  twelve  da)-s. 
Although  Bouquet  had  disavowed  tiie  peace  made  by  Brad- 
street,  and  had  written  stronglj'  against  it  U)  Gage,  he  kept 
his  opinions  secret,  lie  actetl,  as  if  he  considered  that  the 
negotiations  were  pending,  and  that  he  woukl  not  interfere 
with  them  b\'  any  hostile  ste[).  1  le  had  bestowed  great  care 
on  the  orgam'zation  of  his  force,  and  his  m;irch  was  made  with 
every  precaution.  His  prudence,  in  leading  to  the  impression 
that  he  was  equally  a  dupe  with  liradstreet  in  the  pronuNCs 
made  at  Presqu'ile,  had  its  part  in  enabling  him,  without  inter- 
ruption to  obtain  the  supplies  he  required  and  to  march  to 
fort  Pitt  unopposed.      He  arrived  thereon  the  i8th  ofSeptem- 
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her.  During  the  next  three  days  the  convoys  of  captain 
Ourry  and  captain  Hay  joined,  everything  being  in  good 
order,  no  accident  having  happened. 

A  few  da}'s  before  he  reached  fort  Pitt,  on  his  inarch  from 
Bushy  run,  liouquet  learned  by  a  letter  from  colonel  Reid,  at 
fort  Pitt,  that  ten  Delaware  Indians  had  arrivcil,  among  them 
two  known  chiefs,  captain  Pipe  and  captain  Jacob.  They 
stated  that  they  desired  to  speak  to  the  commandant.  An 
armed  bateau  was  sent  to  receive  them.  Captain  Pipe  alone 
came  over,  and  with  visible  reluctance.  Pipe's  explanations 
were  unsatisfactory.  lie  said  that  he  had  heard  from  the  Six 
Nations  that  peace  was  made  with  l^radstreet,  and  the  Dela- 
wares  were  anxious  to  know  if  such  was  really  the  case.  As 
no  belt  was  produced  and  no  message  ceremoniously  deli\'ered, 
Reid  desired  him  to  send  for  the  rest  of  the  party.  Five  only 
accepted  the  invitation,  with  a  while  man  named  Micks, 
brother  of  Gershom  Hicks,  whom  Bouquet,  in  his  correspon- 
dence, terms  ;v  most  atrocious  villain.  Jiouquet  at  once  sent 
a  message  desiring  Reid  to  detain  them  until  he  came  in 
person. 

On  Bouquet's  arrival  at  the  fort  he  asked  for  the  attendance 
of  the  wIkjIc  deputation,  as  he  had  matters  of  importance 
to  communicate  ;  the  Indians  who  had  remained  on  the 
opposite  side  refused  to  cross  over  to  the  fort,  but  declared 
their  readiness  to  receive  any  message  sent  to  them  where 
the\' were.  Having  lost  all  hopes  of  a  personal  conference, 
liouquet  rcsohed  to  address  them  in  the  form  they  asked, 
but  it  was  found  the}-  had  all  taken  their  departure.  He 
accordingly  despatched  his  message  by  one  of  the  Indians 
who  had  crossed  over  to  the  fort,  with  instructions  to  return 
on  I  lie  29th  of  the  month  with  the  answer  to  his  demands, 
and  for  securit}'  he  detained  the  other  parties  as  prisoners. 

This  document,  a  declaration  of  h.is  purpo.se  to  attack  their 
villages,  set  forth  that  he  had  received  intelligence  of  their 
a])plication  to  Bradstreet  for  peace,  and  he  would  not  have 
formed  the  purpose  of  advancing  against  them  if  he  had  not 
heard    that    they  had   violated    the    engagements    they    had 
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accepted,  and  had  committed  several  murders.  Althoufjh 
resolved  to  proceed  against  them  as  a  people  whose  promises 
could  not  be  relied  upon,  he  would  even,  at  this  hour,  .cjivc  them 
the  opportunity  of  saving  themseh'es  and  their  families  from 
destruction,  if  they  would  render  satisfaction  for  the  hostilities 
they  had  committed,  h'irst:  they  had  to  lea\'c  the  path  open 
for  an  ex[)ress  to  proceed  to  Detroit.  He  desired  to  send  two 
messengers  to  l^radstreet  ;  he  asked  for  two  of  the  tribe  to 
accompaii}' them  and  conduct  them  back  in  safety.  If  acci- 
dent happened  to  his  men  .going  or  coming,  and  the  letters 
sent  were  taken  from  them,  he  would  put  to  death  the  two 
chiefs  in  his  power,  and  would  shew  no  mercy  to  those 
falling  in  his  hands,  lie  would  allow  ten  days  to  go  and 
W-u  to  return.  This  resolute  tone  worked  its  effect  ;  the 
chiefs  saw  that  the  days  of  trick  and  evasion  were  passed, 
and  that  they  had  to  accept  the  terms  offered,  or  fight  in 
a  war  without  (juarter,  with  the  leader  who  a  few  months 
earlier  had  thoroughly  defeated  them.  An  entire  revulsion 
of  opinion  took  place  among  them.  There  was  no  hjnger 
the  demand  for  war,  and  the  Indian  councils  were  turned 
eiitireh'  to  the  side  of  [)eacc.  While  carr\-ing  out  his  organ- 
ization to  commence  his  march,  on  the  2nd  of  October,  two 
of  the  Si.x  Nations,  an  Onondaga  and  Oneida,  came  to  fort 
ritt,  and,  dwelling  upon  the  old  friendship  which  had  long 
existed  between  their  people  and  the  Ih'itish,  and  on  the  pre- 
tence of  svmiKitln'  antl  regard,  the\'  endea\'ouretl  to  dissuade 
])i)uquet  from  proceeding  with  the  expedition.  The\-  pointed 
out  the  difficulties  to  be  contended  against,  the  large  number 
of  the  fighting  men  of  the  tribes  oppo.scd  to  him,  ami  that  the 
roughness  of  the  thickl)-  wooded  country  made  it  difficult  to 
penetrate.  Indeed,  that  the  expedition  was  unnecessar\-,  as 
the  tribes  were  bringing  in  prisoners  as  fast  as  they  could  be 
collected.  Hou(iuet  correctly  saw  that  it  was  an  effort  to  gain 
time,  so  as  to  retard  the  expedition,  until  from  the  lateness  of 
the  season  it  became  impracticable,  and  he  gave  ncj  heed  to 
iheir  objections. 

He  simply  told  those  who  volunteered  this  advice  to  pro- 
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ceed  to  the  Shawancc  and  Delaware  villages  and  notify  them 
that  he  was  commencing  his  march  to  chastise  them  for  their 
cruelty  and  treacherous  breach  of  faith,  unless  they  made 
submission,  released  their  j)risoners,  and  atoned  for  the  blood 
they  had  shed. 

The  troops  marched  out  of  fort  I'itt  on  the  3rd  of  October. 
The  column  consisted  of  500  men  of  the  42nd  Highlanders, 
60th  Royal  Americans,  and  the  77th  Montgomery's  High- 
landers. They  were  mostly  those  who  had  been  present  in 
the  gallant  fight  at  lulgc  hill  on  the  5th  and  6th  of  August 
of  the  preceding  year,  antl  knew  well  the  duty  and  perils  of 
the  expedition.  There  were  700  I'ennsylvanian  provincial 
troops  lately  raised,  and  24S  of  the  V'irginiaii  militia  present  as 
volunteers,  who  were  the  nujre  valuable  that  they  sought  the 
service  from  sympathy  with  the  cau.se,  and  with  a  full  sense 
of  the  responsibility  they  accepted.*  One  hundred  and  ten 
Virginian  volunteers  had  arrived  on  the  25th  of  September; 
the  remainder  followed  in  a  few  days  under  lieutenant  colonel 
McNeil.  One  painful  duty  had  been  enff)rced,  the  execution 
of  two  ileserters,  one  from  the  42nd,  the  second  from  the  60th. 
This  crime  had  become  so  common  th.^t  some  fearful  example 
was  considered  neccssar\',  and  the  two  men  were  shot  in  the 
presence  of  the  garrison. 

The  value  of  Bouquet's  service  on  this  occasion  can  be  best 
understood  by  a  description  of  it.  He  was  to  march  an  armed 
body  through  a  country  which  hat!  never  been  penetrated  but 
by  the  Indian  and  some  few  traders.  With  the  exception  of 
the  expedition  of  de  Celeron  in  1749, -f-  no  organized  force 
had  ever  made  the  attempt  to  pass  through  it,  and  on  that 
occasion  the  expedition  was  made  by  canoes.     De  Celeron 


*  A{  llie  close  of  the  war,  allh()n<;li  eii<;,iijeil  in  o))eiali()ns  in  wiiicli  Viifjinia 
was  (iircclly  inteiesteil,  the  lionse  of  l)uri;esses  refused  to  pay  llie  N'irginian  miiilia 
present  as  vohmlcers,  fri>n\  the  time  they  left  llieir  stations  in  the  province. 
'•This  is  surpiisin;.;,"  <iii,'<"  wrote  to  Halifax  27lh  April,  1765,  [Can.  Arcii., 
A.  1.K:  W.  I.,  121. 2,  p.  553I  "  considerinj;  the  .service  they  did  their  country  by 
such  a  spirited  liehavioui.  '  Tlie  commissioners  of  remisylvani.i  removed  the 
difficulty  liy  consentini;  to  make  the  payment. 

t  Ante,  vol.  III.,  p.  396  et  ult. 


1764J 


Till';    MARCH    lOkWARD. 


97 


reached  the  Miami,  whicli  stream  lie  ascended  and  afterwards 
nuuic  his  w.iv  to  hd<c   Va\c.      liouiiiiet's  advance  was  on  foot. 

Tlic  ch'fficulty  of  ohtainiiiy  supplies  and  deHvcrin<f  them  at 
fort  I'itt  had  Ijclmi  iniincnsc.  The  hist  settlement  was  Carlisle, 
202  miles  distant,  the  point  where  in  the  first  instance  thc\' 
had  been  stored.  I'^xceptin;^  the  two  posts  of  liedford  and 
Lif^'onier,  the  intcrvcnini;  forest  was  unbroken.  The  narrow 
line  of  road,  in  ^oocl  weather  fairh'  passable,  was  the  excep- 
tion to  its  loneliness.  West  of  fort  Pitt  the  trail  was  not  even 
known  except  to  the  Imlians,  who  followed  it  in  their  peri- 
odical huntinij  ex[)cditions.  The  weather  was  pleasant  and 
agreeable,  being  the  first  week  of  October  ;  the  nights  are  not 
then  unduly  cold,  wet  has  not  set  in,  and  the  bivouac  fire 
with  its  heat  and  cheerv  flame,  alwa\-s  brings  with  its  wru-mlh 
the  craving  for  rest,  if  incentive  to  sleep  be  re<iuired  after  a 
long  and  wear\'  tramp  in  the  woods.  The  flies  have  then 
disappeared  or  are  comparatively  harmless.  There  was  on 
this  occasion  no  difficulty  in  obtaining  water,  and  the  heat  at 
mid-day  was  not  powerful  and  oppressive  as  in  the  summer 
months,  often  telling  even  on  the  strongest  frame.  l''\crything 
was  in  nou(:[uet's  favour.  Hut  the  territory  was  unknown  to 
him  and  he  had  to  trust  to  his  guides.  AIan\-  small  streams 
had  to  be  roughly  bridged,  many  swamps  passed  through, 
if  to  skirt  them  was  impossible.  Whatever  the  difficulties  of 
this  character,  they  were  more  or  less  calculable.  The  main 
tlangcr  lay  in  an  attempt  to  surprise  the  column  on  the  march, 
the  hostile  tribes  selecting  the  spot  where  the  attack  could 
be  made.  This  contingency  Bouquet  thoroughh'  understooel, 
and  every  i)recaution  was  taken  to  make  surprise  impossible. 

On  the  other  hand,  whatever  the  risks  of  the  land  march,  it 
is  plain  that  the\'  were  less  than  those  to  be  encountered  in 
the  descent  of  the  river.  We  have  seen  how  I-'oster  had 
been  stopped  in  the  ascent  of  the  Mississip[)i  ;  antl  the  Ohio 
offered  many  spots  where  similar  interruption  could  be 
experienced,  so  as  at  least  to  cause  confusion  aiul  loss.  (Jne 
imp(jrtant  duty  must  be  borne  in  mind,  that  of  bringing  with 
the  column  every  mouthful  of  food  which  would  be  necessary. 
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The  supplies  liad  to  include  all  that  was  required  for  the 
march  forward,  the  halt,  the  return,  indeed  for  the  whole  cam- 
paign. They  had  to  he  carried  on  ]iack-horscs  and  mules, 
not  with  safety  only,  but  preserved  from  the  inclemency  of 
the  weather.  Little  in  the  shape  of  fofxl  could  be  ^lathered  on 
the  route,  or  from  friendly  tribes,  and  the  possibilil)'  of  any 
future  deficiency  of  supplies  was,  in  other  words,  starvation 
and  the  failure  of  the  expedition. 

The  march  was  consequently  carefully  considered  ;  one 
woman  of  each  regiment  and  two  hospital  nurses  were  alone 
permitted  to  accompany  the  detachment.  The  Virginian 
volunteers  formed  the  advance  guard,  three  scouting  parties 
being  detached,  that  of  the  centre  attended  by  a  guide  ;  the 
two  others  extended  right  antl  left  to  reconnoitre  the  woods. 
The  axemen,  under  the  engineer,  followed  in  three  divisions 
to  clear  the  way.  The  troojjs  marched,  so  that  in  event  of 
attack  a  scjuare  could  be  formed,  tlie  42nd  to  occupy  the 
front;  the  1st  battalion  of  Peimsylvanians  the  left  face;  two 
platoons  of  grenadiers,  the  right  face  ;  the  Peimsylvanians 
the  rear.  The  light  horse  succeeded,  the  Virginian  volunteers 
formed  the  rcar-guanl.  The  tools  and  ammunition,  the 
officers'  baggage,  the  tents,  oxen,  sheep  and  pack-horses,  were 
enclosed  in  the  scpiare.  The  troops  were  enjoined  to  march 
in  profound  silence,  each  inaii  at  two  yards  tlistant  from  the 
one  before  him.  When  a  halt  tocjk  place,  all  were  to  face 
outward  ;  thus,  full  disposition  was  matle  for  resistance  against 
attack.  The  first  three  da\-s'  march,  for  the  distance  of  twenty- 
seven  miles,  generally  followed  the  course  of  the  Ohio  to  its 
bend,  near  Big  Peavcr  creelc.  On  the  fourth  day  the  river 
was  abandoned  and  the  route  took  a  western  direction.  An 
escaped  prisoner,  who  had  been  seized  by  a  party  which  was 
prowling  about  Ik-dford,  here  joined  th.c  troops.  He  brought 
the  information  that  the  force  had  been  reconnoitred  b\'  the 
Indians  and  the\-  had  kept  themselves  concealed,  deterred  by 
its  numbers,  its  order  and  discipline.  As  the  troops  were 
leaving  the  banks  of  the  Ohio,  their  attention  had  been 
attracted  by  the  skull  of  a  child  placed  upon  a  pole  ;  not  a 
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spectacle  to  impose  thoughts  of  gentleness  on  the  armed  men 
who  looked  upon  it.  The  detachment  passed  through  several 
spots  now  deserted  ;  the  ruins  of  places  that  hatl  been  held  of 
importance  at  the  commencement  of  the  struggle  between 
France  and  Great  liritain.  Logstown,  now  scarcely  traceable, 
attracted  de  Celeron's*  attention  in  1749  by  the  activit)'  of 
the  Shawances  and  l^elawares  dwelling  there,  and  had  been 
specially  visited  by  Croghan.  They  passed  Great  Ik'aver 
creek;  a  short  distance  below  its  junction  with  the  Ohio  stood 
the  remains  of  a  town  of  some  size,  established  by  the  French 
for  pur[)oses  of  commerce  with  the  Shawanees  and  Delawares 
and  Alingoes.  The  square  logs  of  the  dwellings  and  the  stone 
chimnej's  still  remained.  It  had  been  deserted  when  the 
F^'cnch  abandoned  fort  ]3u(iuesne  in  1758.  They  reached  a 
point  in  the  trail  where  the  bark  of  the  trees  had  been  clearetl 
away,  to  admit  the  production  of  several  Indian  drawings, 
recording  previous  wars,  their  successes,  with  the  prisoners 
and  scalps  taken  ;  a  monument  to  warn  them  that  the  Indian 
population  was  numerous.  The  march  was  through  a  fine 
rolling  country,  with  hills  and  vallej-s  covered  with  magnifi- 
cent timVjer,  and  in  all  directions  water  was  met  in  rivulets 
and  larger  streams.  Often,  as  the  force  gained  a  height,  the 
beauty  of  the  landscape  impressed  all  who  looked  upon  it, 
although  their  thoughts  were  seriously  occupied  by  the  dut\- 
which  they  were  performing.  F^rom  time  to  time  the  countrj' 
became  densely  wooded  and  the  road  exacted  unusual  labour. 
Where  the  stream  was  not  fordable,  bridges  were  constructed 
for  horses  to  pass.  Occasionally  thej-  came  to  an  outcrop  of 
rock,  to  shew  that  the  territory  po.sses.sed  the  additional 
requisite  for  settlement  ;  good  building  stone.  Th.e\'  passed 
over  natural  savannahs,  miiu'ature  prairies  which  in  the  distance 
ascended  to  higher  ground  and  were  well  watered.  The 
territory  thus  traversed  impressed  those  who  saw  it.  b\-  its 
capabilities  of  being  made  available  for  civilization  ;  the  more 
strongly  felt,  because  no  interference  was  attempted  with  the 
advance. 
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The  march  had  been  steadily  continued  for  eleven  da\'s, 
when  a  wide  creek  discharging  into  the  Muskingum  was 
passed.  The  main  branch  of  the  river  was  reached,  about 
seventy  yards  wide,  with  a  good  ford.  The  detachment 
passed  to  the  west  side;  a  little  Unver  down  and  above  the 
forks  was  a  spot  known  as  Tuscarawas,  which  contained  the 
trace  of  a  former  village,  estimated  to  have  been  inhabited  by 
one  hundred  and  fifty  families  of  the  Delawarcs. 

The  force  had  marched  without  a  halt,  and  were  ninety-si.x 
miles  from  fort  Pitt.  Following  the  course  of  the  Muskingum, 
the  spot  they  had  reached  was  something  more  than  a 
hundred  miles  from  the  junction  of  the  river  with  the  Ohio. 
Houcpiet  therefore  unopposed  had  arrived  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  the  villages  of  the  Delawarcs,  the  .Shawanees  and  the 
Mingoes.  It  was  Sunday,  the  14th  of  October,  tlie  twelfth 
clay,  and  the  troops  halted  for  a  few  days  rest. 

Ikniquet  was  here  joined  b\'  the  two  men  he  had  sent  from 
fort  I'itt  with  despatches  to  Bradstreet.  The}'  explained  that 
having  met  several  parties  of  Delawarcs,  their  guides,  Indians 
of  the  .Six  Nations,  had  told  them  that  if  the  messengers 
themselves  carrieil  the  letters  the\-  would  not  be  safe.  The 
Indians  accordingly  undertook  to  deliver  them  at  Sandusky, 
suggesting  that  the  white  men  should  proceed  to  the  Delaware 
towns  personally  to  deliver  the  message  of  Bouquet.  They 
found  the  savages  busy  in  constructing  canoes  and  making 
preparations  with  their  families  to  leave  the  country.  On 
hearing  of  B(uu|uct's  proposal  for  peace,  on  the  conditions  he 
had  named,  they  expressed  great  gladness,  at  once  abandoned 
their  work  and  sent  runners  in  all  directions  to  summon  the 
chiefs.  On  the  arrival  of  the  several  chiefs,  a  letter  to  Bouquet 
was  signed  by  them,  thanking  him  for  the  promises  he  made 
with  the  assuraiice  that  they  would  come  to  meet  him. 
Accordingly,  on  the  15th,  the}'  arrivctl  at  Tuscarawas,  and 
behaved  with  the  utmost  submission.  They  agreed  to  deliver 
all  their  prisoners  on  the  ist  of  November.  As  Bouquet 
persevered  in  his  design  to  reach  their  towns,  the}'  gave  their 
consent  that  he  should  do  so,  and  furnished  four  men  as 
guides. 
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Ikjuquct  was  now  in  the  heart  of  that  counti)'  which  tlie 
Indians  had  considered  to  be  impenetrable,  from  the  protec- 
tion of  the  interveninjT  forests,  whence  the)-  had  uttered  their 
insolent  defiance,  when  called  to  account  for  their  murders  and 
depredations.  These  tribes  had  suffered  no  wronjf.  There 
was  no  injustice  to  complain  of  in  their  intercourse  with  tlie 
British.  It  was  they  who  had  been  the  aj^i^rcssors,  led  on  b\- 
French  intriijue,  influenced  by  gifts,  the  promise  of  the 
c(jnsideration  they  would  receive  in  the  future,  and  by  the 
hope  they  would  keep  their  countrx'  as  hitherto,  a  wilderness 
for  their  villages  and  hunting  grounds,  where  the  trader  could 
come  to  su[)ply  their  wants,  and  then  innncdiatel)'  depart. 
They  had  endeavoured  to  enforce  this  policy  by  a  treacherous 
terrorism,  striking  down  the  weak  and  plundering"  when  they 
could  make  inroads.     Now  the  dav  of  reckoning  had  arrived. 

Bouquet's  presence  had  the  more  influence  on  their  minds, 
because  his  threats  had  been  full)'  carried  out,  and  the  end  he 
proposed  had  been  attained.  1  le  was  in  their  territory,  as  lie 
said  he  would  be,  t(j  accept  their  submission  or  chastise  them. 
Astonishment  that  his  force  had  accomplished  the  marcli  led 
to  the  exaggeration  of  its  strength;  and  the  regularity  with 
which  the  advance  had  been  made,  overcoming  the  difficulties 
which  the)-  believed  made  their  home  imjjregnable,  became 
the  more  depressing  from  its  success.  They  knew  likewise 
that  liratistreet  was  at  Santlusk)'  ready  to  attack  their  rear. 
They  had  but  one  of  two  courses  o[)en  to  them,  to  submit  or 
to  fight.  'I'heir  heart  failed  them,  and  they  accepted  the  con- 
ditions offered  them.  The)-  knew,  moreover,  that  on  this 
occasion  the  engagement  they  would  accept  was  not  a  mere 
matter  of  promise.  With  the  Indian,  peace  was  a  word  which 
had  meaning  onK^  in  the  ratio  that  its  observance  couUl  be 
enforced,  and  these  tribes  felt  that  on  this  occasion  there  was 
the  strength  to  exact  the  conditions  conceded. 

liouquet's  duty  was  exceedingly  difficult  in  these  negotia- 
tions. The  Indians  produced  the  original  treaty  with  J5rad- 
street ;  liouquet's  fear  w-as,  the  possibility  that  they  would 
abandon  the  nesjotiations  and  retreat  to  the  mountains.     The 
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one  object  tlcsircd  l)y  him  was  the  attainment  of  a  safe  and 
honoural^lc  peace,  and  lie  was  j^reatl)'  in  dread  that  lie  mij^lu 
fail  to  accomplish  this  end  without  wearisome  aiul  exactin;^' 
warfare. 

.AnticipatiiiLj  the  ani\al  of  the  chiefs  on  the  Monday, 
BoiKpiet  moved  his  cain|)  twD  miles  down  the  river  to  a  spot 
where  there  was  a  hit;h  bank,  a  freedom  from  small  bush  and 
plenty  of  food  for  cattle.  lie  may  not  have  feared  treachery, 
but  h(!  fch  it  his  (lut\-  to  ^uard  against  it,  and  at  this  place 
precaution  could  lie  sufficiently  taken  with  little  tax  on  his 
men.  The  following;"  ilay  a  dcjjutatif)!!  of  six  chiefs  arrived 
to  inform  him  that  all  their  chiefs  were  assembled  below, 
askin.L,^  him  to  appoint  a  place  for  holding;"  a  council,  l^ouquet 
named  the  succeediuL^  dax,, it  a  spot  a  short  dislaiice  from  the 
camj)  on  an  open  space.  At  the  appointed  hour  lu'  proceeded 
thither,  and  with  his  whole  force  drawn  up  in  array  he 
awaited  the  arri\al  (if  those  who  had  sought  the  interview. 
His  object  was  two-fold,  to  make  sur[)rise  im[)ossible,  and 
to  present  sut:h  an  exhibition  of  streni4th  as  profoundly  to 
impress  the  chiefs  with  whom  he  had  to  negotiate.  It  was 
indeed  no  liL;ht  maltc-r  for  them  to  behold  a  force  imposin_^ 
from  its  lunnbcrs  and  discipline,  which  it  would  Ije  madness 
on  their  part  to  attempt  to  resist,  that  had  penetrated  one 
hundretl  miles  of  forest  never  before  traversed  but  b\-  tlie 
native  tribes.  The  troops  sto()d  in  all  the  immovability  of 
di.scipliiie,  having'  perfect  conlulence  in  their  Ic/ader,  knowing' 
well  the  work  they  had  to  ilo,  should  any  demand  upon  their 
valour  be  made. 

The  tleputies  came  forward  with  true  Indian  stolidit)'. 
The  military  dis[)lay  called  forth  neither  remark  nor  start  of 
astonishment.  They  must  have  conceiv  ed  the  spectacle  they 
came  to  look  upon,  and  in  this  point  of  \iew  it  could  in  no 
way  ha\e  been  a  surprise.  There  weie  present  the  chief  of 
the  branch  of  the  Senecas  who  had  established  themselves 
on  the  Ohio,  likewise  the  Shawanee  anti  Delaware  chiefs: 
the  orator  of  the  latter  was  Turtle  Heart,  who  ;nokc  for  the 
three   nations,  with    every   sentence   presenting  a   belt.     He 
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askcti  that  his  words  inif,'ht  he  listciicil  to,  that  the  war  was 
llic  worU  of  the  nations  to  the  west,  and  that  for  the  future 
he  hoped  that  there  would  he  union.     In  proof  of  his  sincerity 
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the  remainder  so  soon  as  the\' could   he  collected.     He  was 


followed  bv  the  other  chiefs,  each  triviuL:  a  belt  of 


wampum, 


with  a  bundle  of  short  sticks  denotin<4  the  mnnber  of  the 
prisoners  each  one  pledged  himself  to  deliver. 

In  acccjrdancc  with  Intlian  custom,  after  the  acceptance  of 
the  belts  the  assembly  was  adjourned  until  the  succeeding;- 
day.  But  the  weather  was  storm\',  so  it  was  [lostponed  niUil 
the  followiuLj  mornint;,  when  the  meeting  attain  took  place. 

One  of  the  threat  marks  of  wise  diplomac\-  is  tlie  capacity  of 
fornun^-  a  true  estimate  of  the  situation,  and  of  jud_Ljin,L;'  when 
it  is  advisable  to  be  conciliatory  and  yieltlinj^,  when  to  be  lb  in 
and  unbendint,^     This  meeting;'  was  precisely  a  crisis  in   the 


histor\'  ( 


.f  th 


e  west,  w  hen  the  relations 
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white  man  were  to  be  ilefniitel)'  determined,  lioucjuet,  under 
the  conviction  that  the  hour  was  one  when  he  had  to  speak 
[)lainly,  told  the  chiefs,  that  their  pretences  to  palliate  their 
i^uilt  were  weak  and  frivolous.  lie  set  forth  to  them  the 
perfidy  of  their  attacks  on  the  traders  and  kind's  troops,  their 
nuirderin_L;s  and  pluiulerini^s,  and  their  violation  of  their  o\\  n 
customs,  in  killing  those  sent  to  them  on  missions,  lie 
chai'L^ed  them  with  havini^  treacherouslj'  bixjken  the  peace 
made  on  the  loth  of  September  with  Hratlstreet.  At  former 
treaties  they  had   proposetl  to  deliver  up  prisoners,  but  the)- 


had   ne\er  comi)lied  with  their  cnirai-enient. 
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that  is  to  precede  my  treat}'  w  ith  )•( 
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lie  had  brought  with  him  the   relatives  of  those  who  had 


bee 


n  massacred 


)r    made    prisoners. 
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\cv  were  impatient 


for  leventre.  Peace  had  been  made  with  the  other  Indians; 
the  Six  Nations  were  their  allies.  The  French  of  Canada 
were  subjects  of  (ireat   Hritain.     There  were  none  who  dare 
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aid  the  Oliio  Iiuliaiis,  and  it  was  in  tlic  power  of  (Ircat 
Britain  to  extirpate  them.  Hut  the  l*"jii,dish  were  merciful 
and  averse  to  .shcdtlin;^  Mood  even  of  their  most  cruel  enemies, 
if  the)'  could  convince  the  t^ovcrnment  that  th(>\'  repented 
of  their  past  perful)',  aiul  it  could  depend  on  their  ^ood 
behaviour  for  the  future,  they  yet  mij,dit  hope  for  mercy  and 
peace.* 

There  was  no  attempt  at  a  rep!\'.  None  of  the  .Shawanecs 
chiefs  were  jjresent.  Houipiet  ajipointed  a  place  for  the 
delivery  of  the  prisoners  at  forty  miles  distant,  in  the  centre 
of  the  towns  of  the  .Min^oes,  iJelawares.  and  .Shawanees.  In 
the  meantime  he  was  hopinfj  to  be  joined  by  liradstreet ;  the 
latter  never  moved  liom  .Sandusky. 

On  the  23rd  of  October,  captain  de  Ilertel,  a  Canadian 
officer,  joined  with  twenty  Caut^hnawai^as.  1  le  was  the  bearer 
of  letters  from  Hradstreet  from  .Sandusky,  dated  the  I/th  of 
October,  in  which  the  latter  e.\i)lained  the  necessity  under 
which  he  ua:^  placed  of  returnini;'  to  Niagara.  The  fact  of  his 
departure  was  k'nown  to  tin;  Indians  bel'ore  it  reacheil  the 
ears  of  BoU(pu;t.  ll.id  liouciuel's  force  Ix'cn  weak,  and  his 
characterless  resolute,  he  niij^ht  have  been  exposed  to  dan<^er 
and  trouble,  arisint;^  from  the  discf)ntimiance  of  the  nej^otia- 
tions,  if  the  Indians  had  been  influenced  b\-  Hradstreet's 
expectetl  advance.  I^'ortunateh*  they  felt  that  the  strenj^th  of 
the  detachment  unaided  could  not  be  resisted.  ■'■ 

]}ouqut;t  mo\ed  his  camp  to  the  forks  of  the  MuskinL;um. 
where  he  arrived  on  the  25th  of  October.  The  spot  was  in 
tlie  centre  of  the  Delaware  towns  and  near  Wakatamake,  the 

*  "  I  t;ive  yim  twelve  ii:\ys  from  lliis  cLiil-  Io  liclivci  iiilo  my  iiamis  al  W.ak^- 
t.TmaUc  .t11  llie  inisoiiers  in  your  possession,  williout  any  exception,  Kni^lislimen. 
1' renchnien,  w<jn)en  ami  eliililreii  ;  wlieliier  a(io|)l(.<l  in  your  tiilies,  manied,  or 
livinj;  aiiioiic;>t  yon  mnler  any  ilenoinination  and  pretence  whatsoever,  together 
witii  all  negroes.  .And  yon  are  to  furnish  the  said  prisoners  with  cloathing,  pro- 
visions an<l  horses,  to  carry  them  to  Korl  I'itl. 

"  When  you  li.ave  fully  complied  with  these  con<lili<>ns,  you  shall  then  know 
on  wlial  terms  you  may  obtain  the  peaco  you  ^ue  for." 

Historical  account  lioutjuet's  expeilition,  p.  5().     Clarke,  Cincinnati,  iSoS. 

+  Bouquet  s|)faks  of  him  as  .Artel.  It  iscuriou>  that  such  sliould  lie  the  case. 
as  Utnuiuet's  language  was  French,     (.^oukl  de  Ilerlel  have  anglilie;!  his  name? 
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most  considerable  of  the  Shawancc  sottlcmonts.  Hoii(|nrt  had 
exacted  tlie  release  of  everj'  prisoner;  and  liere  his  demands 
had  terminated.  He  hail  seen  the  imiiossihility  of  carr}'in^ 
out  one  part  of  his  instructions,  the  enforced  surrender  of 
the  authors  of  the  war,  to  be  put  to  deatli.  Had  he  insisted 
on  this  point  he  would  have  had  to  seize  them  himself,  and 
all  hope  of  n('L[()tiation  would  at  once  have  been  dcstioyed. 
Indeed,  the  demand  would  have  rekindled  tiie  war.  lie  was 
tlierefore  hii^hly  stratified  that  the  settlement  of  the  terms  of 
peace  had  bi.'cn  left  to  his  judgment  by  (iaije,  so  that  he 
could  asl<  onl\-  what  was  attainable,  anti  b\-  moderatiii}^  his 
ccjiulitions,  bt-  enabled  with  less  difficulty  to  obtain  them. 
Tlie  Indian's  natural  sense  of  justice  would  lead  him  to  recog- 
nize the  fairnt'ss  of  the  requirement  that  all  prisoners  should  be 
;^i\en  up.  With  the  exception  that  it  had  been  cxtorttxl  by 
force,  and  was  a  confession  of  weakness,  it  innicted  no  wound 
on  Indian  pride.  The  reverse  would  have  been  experiencetl, 
if  the  surrender  of  prominent  chiefs  had  been  extorted,  with 
the  avowed  object  of  inllictint^"  the  extreme  punishment  of 
(.leath.  Tile  conseciuence  was  that  Houcpiet's  eonditions  were 
accepted  with  littU-  bitterness.  Included  in  the  peace  were 
the     .Shawances,     helawaies,     and     some     broken     tribes     of 
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*  l!iiiu|iit.'t  (ic^i  rilicd  tlie  Minj^oes  [I'riii.  Arcli.,  .A.,  7,  p.  <)2|  as  licluiii^inf;  to 
the  Six  Nations  who  li.a<l  o.stal)li>heii  llieiiiselvcs  011  ilicOhio,  ami  were  utterly 
without  coiiliol.  lie  reciinimeiided  that  they  shouM  he  foiied  to  ritiini  to  the 
country  to  which  they  helonijeil.  In  a  letter  to  Io1iii-.(im  [Can.  .\rch.,  .\.,  7,  p.  96] 
he  iv|>re>eiits  them  as  the  most  infaimnis  and  corrupt  of  all  the  savai^es,  living 
altoi^ellier  hy  robberies,  nud  alw.iys  spreadinij;  false  leports  to  embroil  matters, 
with  a  view  to  liavint;  a  more  favourable  ojiportunity  of  pluinleiin;^  friends  and 
foes.  They  had  stolen  sixty  horses  from  his  camp  i^really  to  ilislress  him.  To  ( iage 
he  writes:  [.\.,  7,  p.  97]  "The  Mintjoes  have  behaved  as  usual,  after  stealing 
vipon  the  niaicli  seven  or  ei;j;ht  of  our  best  horses,  they  are  run  oil".  That  vermin 
is  not  worth  treating  with.  Wii  shall  however,  have  two  hostages  of  those 
banditti  when  the  chief  returns  from  the  hikes,  where  I  have  sent  him  to  give  an 
account  of  the  peace,  lie  is  the  only  good  man  amongst  them,  but  has  little 
sway." 
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canyinti;  out  this  cntfaj^cmeut  ;  to  commit  no  further  hos- 
tiUtics  ;  each  nation  to  send  deputies  authorized  to  conclude 
a  peace  ;  and  to  ratify  by  a  treaty  the  conditions  they  had 
accepted. 

Tlie  ]\Iint;oes  and  Delawares  without  dclax-  delivered  their 
prisoners,  even  their  own  children  born  from  white  women, 
whicii,  remarks  Houcjuet,  consideriiiL;  their  attachment  to  their 
children,  is  a  convincing  proof  of  their  sincerity  and  humilia- 
tion. The  Shawanees  in  the  first  instance  refuseil  to  accept 
the  conditions,  particularly  objecting  to  give  hostages.  Bou- 
quet *  at  one  period  thought  he  would  be  forced  to  attack 
them.  He  dreaded  that  the}'  would  be  ilriven  to  despair,  and 
woukI  massacre  the  one  lunnlred  and  filly  prisoners  known 
to  be  in  their  hands.  Accordingly,  he  sought  a  prix'ate  inter- 
view with  the  leading  chiefs,  and  succeedeil  in  convincing 
them  of  the  folly  of  their  obstinacy,  and  that  b\'  its  continu- 
ance they  exposed  themselves  to  destruction  :  finally,  they 
consented  to  accept  the  same  terms  as  the  Delawares. 

The\'  imnietliately  delixenxl  fort}"  prisoners,  giving  six  of 
their  principal  chiefs  as  hostages  for  the  ol)ser\ance  of  the 
treat}',  and  they  des[)atched  parties  in  ortlei'  to  obtain  the 
remainder  of  their  captives,  and  conduct  them  to  fort  Pitt. 
The}'  undertook,  when  the  prisoners  were  all  deliveretl,  that 
deputies  should  meet  Johnson,  to  agree  upon  the  conditions 
of  the  peace.  Some  of  the  .Shaw  ant-es  de[)Uties  losing  heart 
•  watched  an  oppoitunity  to  escape.  The  Delawares  were  very 
angr}'  with  this  behaviour,  and  sent  the  .Shawanees  a  message 
desiring  them  to  furnish  wiser  men  to  make  the  peace.  Thc}'^ 
even  made  light  of  the  proceeding,  promising  the}'  would  see 
that  the  engagements  entered  into  b}'  that  tribe  would  be  ful- 
filled. The  prisoners  who  had  been  surrendered  informed 
Houciuet  that  the  princii^al  chiefs  of  the  Dclanares  had  bccMi 
against  the  w  ar,  and  that  the  troops  who  had  been  murdered 
had  been  killed,  not  b}'  the  Delawares,  but  b}'  the  \\'}andots 
and  Ottawas,  and  other  western  tribes. 

At  this  date  two  hunilretl  prisoners  had  been  delixereil,  aiul 

•  Can.  .\icli.,  A.,  7,  p.  yi. 
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one  hundred  additional  were  expected  from  the  Shawanecs. 
Many  of  tlicm  from  lont^  captivity  liad  become  perfectly 
savage,  and  had  to  be  bound,  to  be  delivered  up.  In  rcportinsj; 
the  success  of  the  campaign.  Bouquet  bore  testimoin-  to 
the  good  service  performed  b\-  the  Virginian  volunteers;  he 
mentioned  particularU-  the  services  of  colonel  Lewis,  as  it 
was  to  him  he  owed  the  reinforcement.  He  recommended 
that  his  son  who  had  served  in  the  cam[)aign  as  a  lieutenant 
should  receive  a  commission  in  the  regular  force,  as  a  ileht 
due  to  the  father's  patriotism.  1  le  likewise  described  the  li'_;ht 
dress  ami  activit\-  of  the  X'irginians  as  worth)-  of  commen- 
dation, and  as  making  a  great  impression  on  the  Indians. 

l're\ious  to  starting  for  fort  Pitt,  Houciuet  sent  some  Dela- 
wares  to  theW'abash  and  the  Miami  to  give  notice  of  the  peace, 
so  that  in  that  quarter  there  would  be  no  excuse  for  further 
trouble.  To  Cjage,  he  strongh'  recommended  that  the  presence 
of  traders  should  not  be  pernn'ttetl  among  the  Indian  tribes, 
to  cheat  them  and  create  feelings  of  ciunity  against  the  British  ; 
that  the  I'^rench  from  \ew  Orleans  should  be  entirely  excluded 
from  the  British  forts  ;  that  possession  should  be  taken  as 
soon  as  practicable  of  fort  Chartres  ;  and  that  armed  bateaux 
should  continuall}-  cruise  upon  the  northern  Mississip[)i,  to 
prevent  all  traffic  declaretl  to  be  illegal. 

Bouquet  arrived  at  fort  Pitt  on  the  28th  of  November. 
The  Ro\'al  Americans  at  once  marched  to  the  east,  followetl, 
on  the  succeeding:  davs,  bv  the  ist  and  2nd  Beims\lvam'an 
battalions,  h^'ve  companies  of  the  42nd  rc;mained  at  fort  I'itt  ; 
a  company  was  placed  at  firt  I.igom'er;  one  also  at  fort 
Bedford;  with  half  a  compan_\- at  fort  ( "umberland.  On  his 
return  to  Philadelphia,  where  he  ani\ed  about  the  5th  nf 
Januar)-,  J^oucpiet  was  received  with  the  distinction  which 
his  eminent  services  justly  deserveil  ;  in  all  (piarters  w  ith 
respect  and  homage,  es[)ecially  bj'  the  families  of  the  released 
prisoners.  It  had  been  an  expedition  without  bloodshetl,  one 
soklier  onl\'  having  been  found  killed  near  the  Muskingum, 
whose  death  remains  a  m\'ster}-.  The  probabilit}'  is  that  it 
was  caused  by  .some  imprutlence  of  his  own,  and  that  the  facts 
were  known  to  Bouquet,  for  no  reprisal  was  mentioned. 
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The  peace  obtained  commanded  the  public  confidence,  for 
it  was  known  to  be  based  on  sound  principles,  and  that  it 
promised  to  be  durable,  and  not  one  of  those  illusory  treaties 
tc)  be  violated  on  the  first  opi)ortunity.  The  acconiplislnncnt 
of  this  desired  event  was  cvervwhere  recognized  as  a  national 
benefaction.  Prominent  in  the  marks  of  public  and  private 
respect  was  the  vote  of  thanks  by  the  general  assembly  of 
rcnnsylvania.  It  was  carried  unanimously  at  the  first  meeting 
of  the  house  of  representatives  on  the  15th  of  January,  1765. 
Bouquet  had  resolved  to  return  to  I'^igland  ;  doubtless  at  this 
date  his  health  was  not  what  could  be  desired.  The  address 
records  this  intention,  and  continues, "  that  moved  with  a  due 
sense  of  the  important  services  )'ou  have  rendi-red  to  his 
majesty,  his  northern  colonies  in  general,  and  to  this  ])rovince 
in  particular,"  in  :^he  remarkable  victorj'  near  Husln-  run, 
"striking  terror  through  the  tribes,"  laying  a  foundation  for  a 
lasting  as  well  as  hfjuourable  peace,  "  tliese  eminent  services 
and  your  constant  attcMition  to  the  civil  rights  of  his  majesty's 
subjects  in  this  province,  demand,  .Sir,  the  grateful  tribute  of 
tli.mks  from  all  good  men,"  and  on  behalf  of  themselves  and 
the  freemen  of  the  province,  the  legislature  tendered  "  their 
most  sincere  and  heart)'  thanks."  On  the  4th  of  Februarj', 
J^ouquet  replied  in  language  etpially  courteous,  not  forgetting 
to  do  justice  to  the  regular  and  provincial  troops  who  had 
served  with  him,  and  wishing  the  legislature  all  prosperity 
and  happines.s. 

The  one  mark  of  favour  Hou(]uet  received  was  to  be  made  a 
brigadier,  for  which  promotion  he  was  chietly  indebted  to 
(iage.  Had  Iknupiet  been  a  meinber  of  one  of  the  great 
families  he  would  have  obtained  honours  and  a  pension,  but 
such  marks  of  distinction  were  reserved  for  the  traffickers  in 
political  life,  whose  principal  merit  was  subservienc_\-  to  the 
crown.*     George  (irenville,  then   in  power,  had  no  .sympathy 

*  Only  ;i  lew  inoiulis  l.ui'i,  on  liis  letiieiiient  Inmi  the  cliaiicelii/rsliip  to 
accept  tlie  ])ost  of  ])iesi(leiit  of  the  council  in  the  ministry  ol  Ch.itiiitm,  lord 
Norlhin^'toir,  one  of  the  in(..st  uiiscruptilous  of  the  "  i<iny;'s  frieiuls,"  who  hail 
constantly  opposed  liis  collea^ue^  i<f  the  I\ockin!;hiiiu  administration,  received  a 
pension  of /'.j.,oooa  year  from  the  time  tie  quitted  office,  and  the  reversion  of  the 
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with  a  character  Hke  Bouquet.  His  cold,  methodical  nature 
could  test  a  service  only  by  the  political  benefit  he  obtained 
from  it,  and  in  those  days  unless  the  claim  was  jM-eferrcd  from 
within  the  charmed  circle  of  the  "kint^'s  friends,"  there  was 
little  distinction  to  be  obtained  from  the  throne.  When  the 
marquis  of  Rockingham  assumed  office  in  Jul\-  in  the  mother 
country,  all  memory  of  Bouquet's  service  had  passed  awa\', 
or  if  remembered,  in  no  way  received  recognition.  An  honour 
similar  to  that  paid  by  Penns\ivania,  was  voted  to  Bouquet 
by  the  house  of  burgesses  of  Virginia.  Although  of  prior 
date,  having  been  recorded  on  the  25th  of  December,  it  was 
not  communicated  to  him  until  he  had  been  notified  of  the 
thanks  of  Pennsylvania.  A  letter  from  governor  Fauquier, 
expressing  the  higiiest  esteem  and  consideration,  accom- 
panied the  proceedings. 

Such  a  vote  from  Pennsylvania  antl  from  Virginia,  in  each 
case,  is  the  more  remarkable  when  we  bear  in  mind  the  events 
which  rapidly  followed  it.  Virginia,  which  had  equally 
benefited  by  the  peace,  to  obtain  which  imperial  troops 
played  so  prominent  a  part,  was  the  first  to  shew  how  rapidly 
all  sense  of  it  could  evapcjrate.  In  the  March  of  1765,  the 
American  stamp  act  received  the  royal  assent  ;  in  May, 
Virginia  passed  a  resolution  denying  the  right  of  the  British 
government  to  interfere  with  the  general  taxation  of  the 
colony.  In  July  George  Grenville  had  ceased  to  be  minister;*' 
and  in  October,  the  first  general  congress  of  the  colonies  was 
held  at  New  York.  It  was  not  until  February  of  the  follow- 
ing j'car  that  Philadelphia  entered  into  the  ranks  of  the 
opponents  against  the  stamp  act. 

clerk  of  the  Hanaper  for  two  lives.  Mr.  Lecky  describes  this  man  "  as  a  coarse, 
Urunken,  uii]iriiiciiile(l  lawyer,  of  no  VL'ry  oxtraoritinary  abilities."  He  liail 
attacbed  himself  to  the  Leicester  bouse  set,  aiul  liis  service  had  been  un{iiiu:li- 
inj;ly  to  carry  out  the  royal  will  regardless  of  its  justice  or  wisdom  as  subserviently 
ami  meanly  as  a  eunuch  of  an  ostern  despot. 

*  "  We  are  inclined  to  think  on  the  whole  liuit  llic  worst  administration  winch 
has  governed  Eng'and  since  the  revolution  was  tiiut  of  George  flrenville.  ilis 
public  acts  may  be  classed  under  two  heads  :  outr.iges  on  the  liberty  of  the  people 
and  outrages  on  the  <lignity  of  the  crown.'  Lord  Macaulay's  I'^ssay  "The  Larl 
of  Chatham,"  Edinburgh  Revinv,  October,  1844. 
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On  Bou(|iict'.s  arrival  at  New  York  in  April,  he  was 
informed  of  his  promotion  to  tiic  rank  of  brij^adier  general, 
and  of  his  appointment  to  the  command  at  Florida.  lie  made 
preparations  for  proceeding  thither,  much  of  the  detail  of  the 
command  being  in  confusion.  He  returned  to  Philadelphia 
on  the  17th  of  April,  and  on  the  20th  started  in  a  small 
schooner  to  undertake  his  new  duties.  During  the  next  four 
months  we  hear  nothing  of  him.  Mention  is  first  made  of  his 
name  in  November,  by  Gage,  in  a  letter  to  Conway,  when  we 
are  told  that  Bouquet  died  at  Pensacola,  in  the  beginning  of 
Se|)tembcr,  1765.  He  was  then  about  forty-six  j'ears  old  aiul 
unmarried.  There  had  been  an  affaire  dc  caiir  between  liou- 
(]uct  and  a  young  lady  named  Willing,  belonging  to  a  familj'  of 
respectability  living  in  Philadelphia.  In  1762,  she  married  a 
Mr.  Francis,  a  man  of  independent  means,  who  had  arrived 
from  London  a  few  months  previously.  It  may  be  inferred 
that  some  half-formed  engagement  between  them  had  been 
recognized.  Bouquet  acutely  felt  this  desertion,  and  he  wrote 
with  most  depres.sed  feelings  of  his  disappointment.  His  old 
comrade  Ourry  endeavoured  to  give  him  consolation.  It  was 
his  language  on  this  occasion  which  reveals  Bouquet's 
bitterness  of  heart.* 

By  his  first  will  in  1763,  Willing  had  been  named  his 
executor,  to  some  extent  shewing  that  the  marriage  of  the 
daughter  had  not  led  him  to  break  with  the  family.  In 
April,  1765,  a  few  months  before  his  death,  when  it  maybe 
assumed  he  was  suffering  from  illness,  he  made  a  second  will, 
appointing  Ilaldimand  his  heir  and  executor.  Bouquet  was 
a  collector,  and  we   owe    to   him    the  preservation  of  many 

*  "  J'iii  In  1111)11  clier  ami,  et  relii  avec  attention  voire  tiiste  lettre  du  premier, 
et  suis  sensiblenient  toucht"  de  votre  ctat.  Je  vois  que  votre  esprit  agile,  coniine 
]a  nier  apres  nne  rude  secousse  de  IreniblLnnent  de  lerre,  n'a  ]ias  encore  repris  son 
assielte.  Je  ii'avois  que  trop  hien  previi  reffel  funeste  ;  [ilut  ;i  Dieu  (pie  je  I'eusse 
aussi  hien  pu  prevenir  ! 

"  Je  snis  attendri  du  recit  touciiant  que  vous  me  faites  de  votre  situation 
douloureuse,  el  je  vous  conjure  par  ce  que  vous  tene/  de  jilus  ciier  et  de  plus  sacre, 
de  ne  vous  pas  laisser  aller  a  la  nierci  d'nne  passion  ([ui  vous  meiie,  et  (|ui  vous 
])rivera  hientot,  si  vous  n'y  prcne/.  .ijarde,  des  iiioyens  ipii  vous  restent  encore  pour 
la  donipter."     [Can.  Arch.  Report,  1S89,  p.  xx.xi.] 
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important  papers   in    the   thirty  vokimcs   of  "  The   l^oiiquet 
Collection"  deposited  in  the  l^ritisli  museiini  b}-  I  laldiniand's 


leir. 


It  is  not  onl)'  then  as  a  statesman  and  a  soldicM'  that  the 
fame  of  BoiK]uct  should  be  perpetuated  ;  he  demands  our 
respect  as  a  man  of  letters.  He  has  slicwn  bj-  his  careful 
preservation  of  liistorical  documents  his  a])preciation  of  their 
value  in  the  future,  when  the  histor)'  of  the  times  in  whicli  he 
lived  would  be  written.  The  student  who  paticntl)'  examines 
the  evidence  he  gathered  and  saved  from  perishintj,  cannot 
fail  to  reco^^nize  the  scrujiulous  lionest)'  with  which  the  col- 
lection has  been  made.  His  carefull\  leathered  documents 
throw  threat  lii^ht  upon  the  events  of  that  da\'.  Tiiey  have  now 
been  calendarcil,  and  the  contents  t;cnerall\'  made  known  ; 
excavated,  as  it  were,  out  of  the  mine  of  tlie  l^ritish  museum, 
where  so  much  pure  metal  lies  Ijuried  in  theoretically  acces- 
sible M.S.,  but,  to  continue  the  simile,  onl_\-  at  the  dis[)osal  of 
the  literary  delver  and  dit^ger.  These  M.S.  volumes  cannot 
fail  to  attract  the  attention  of  men  of  letters  interested  in 
the  literature  and  the  oris^inal  antliorities  of  the  period,  and 
we  may  look  forward  to  sec  them  wideh-  quoted  and  adduced 
as  authorit}"  in  an)'  dis[)utcd  narrati\es.  They  establish  the 
claim  that  Houcjuet  has  on  our  i.,M-atitude  in  this  respect, 
totally  beyond  the  record  of  the  more  important  service  I 
have  humbly  striven  to  relate. 


*  Copies  of  tliese  volumes  have  been  ol)taiiiecl  for  the  Canadian  Arciiives 
lir.mcli,  and  liave  l)een  calendared  by  Mr.  Hryniner  the  .Archivist,  with  the  judg- 
ment and  care  observable  in  his  work.     Vide  Report,  1889. 

I  have  made  an  unsuccessful  attempt  to  determine  the  precise  date  of  nouquel's 
death  and  the  spot  where  he  was  buried.  I  addresse<l  the  Mritisli  consul  ai 
I'ensacola,  Mr.  Osmond  G.  Howe,  on  the  .subject.  After  bestowing  some  trouble 
ill  the  investigation,  Mr.  Howe  wfvs  good  enough  to  place  me  in  coniinunicatioii 
with  Mr.  R.  L.  Campbell,  of  Tensa^'ola,  who  has  for  many  years  studied  the 
archives  of  hi.s  native  stale,  particularly  of  the  city  of  I'ensacola.  I  learn  from 
this  gentlemen,  that  there  are  no  state  papers  bearing  upon  the  Mritish  occupation, 
excepting  some  few  relating  exclusively  to  land.  'l"he  episco]>al  church  recortls 
go  no  firiher  back  than  1S30.  Indeed,  there  is  nothing  to  shew  that  during  the 
twenty  years  of  I'rilish  dominion   there  was  a   buikiing  known  as  the  I'inglish 
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church,  or  even  any  organi/atimi  as  such,  outside  the  garrison.  Tliere  is  no 
memorial  to  estahlisli  Ii()Ui|uel's  ijrave,  or  any  tradition  to  determine  tlie  date  of 
his  death,  or  where  he  was  hurled,  or  indeed  tliat  lie  was  ever  in  i'ensacola, 
"There  is  no  siijn  above  earth,''  writes  Mr.  Caniphell,  "of  a  single  one  of  the 
Knijlish  population  who  must  have  died  in  I'ensacola  durintj  the  lirilish  rule  of 
twenty  years.  Of  their  place  of  burial  there  is  satisfactory  evidence.  It  was 
situiited  on  a  bhitf  in  tiie  bay,  not  many  feet  ai)ove  the  water  level.  The  spot 
was  {fradually  uiulerinined  by  tiie  waters  of  the  f^ulf,  anil  towar<ls  KS70  several 
skeletons  became  exposed." 

"There  is,  however,  a  passaf^e  in  the  volume  of  the  Canadian  Archives,  18S5, 
sup.,  p.  153,  which  shews  tliat  IJouipiet  was  l)urieil  in  I'ensacola.  It  is  given 
in  the  calendar  of  the  llaldimand  papers,  [H.,  15,  p.  84]  being  a  certificate  of  John 
Vollani,  dated  I'cb.   1st,  1770,  of  bricks  iiseil  in  Houcpiet's  monument."  • 

"  We  have  in  this  record  a  proof  of  a  structure  of  some  magnitude,  or  at  least 
of  a  size  sufficient  not  to  have  utterly  perished  in  the  lapse  of  lime  which  inter- 
vened to  my  boyhood.  As  a  boy  1  was  observant,  and  1  can  recall  nothing  in  or 
around  this  locality  of  even  an  unpretentious  structure  of  the  character,  built  of 
brick.  Tiie  erosion  of  the  shore,  mentioned  by  me,  by  which  the  Engli-sh 
cemetery  was  washed  away,  occurred  in  the  sixties.  Valldali^ln  is  liierefore  the 
explanation  of  the  disajipearance  of  the  structure.  During  Spanish  rule,  bricks 
were  wanted,  and,  being  costly,  probably  Houcpiet's  tomb  supplied  the  demand." 

The  stu<Uiu  of  hislcuy,  both  of  our  own  land  and  of  rcnnsylvania  will,  I  am 
sure,  join  me  in  my  ackiiowledgmeut  of  .Mr.  Caiii|)beirs  assistance  in  placing 
before  us,  all  the  inforination  which,  it  may  be  said,  can  ever  be  obtained  on  the 
subject. 

It  would  lie  a  graceful  act  on  the  ]iart  of  the  legislature  of  Pennsylvania  on 
a  site  ill  the  neighbourhood,  protected  from  the  breakers  of  the  gulf  of  .Mexico,  to 
raise  a  monument  to  liie  man  whose  health  was  shattered  in  the  defence  of  their 
terriRiry,  placing  upiiu  the  column  the  words  of  the  vote  of  1765,  in  which  the 
representatives  of  that  day  acknowledgeil  liou(|uet's  "great  services;"  nearly  the 
last  of  the  iiiaiiv  rendered  by  the  mother  country  to  their  state. 

*  The  lelereuce  to  which  Mr.  Campbell  directed  my  attention,  sets  forth 
that  one  thousand  Knglisli  gray  slock  bricks  expended  on  general  Bouquet's 
monument  were  lent  for  that  service  at  general  Haldimand's  request,  by  his 
honour  Montford  lirowne,  the  lieutenant-governor.  As  1,000  bricks  will  give  only 
about  50  cubic  feet  of  work,  it  miy  be  inferred  that  this  quantity  was  asked  to 
complete  the  tomb,  and  does  not  represent  the  extent  of  the  structure. 
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CHAPTER  VIII. 

TIic  peace  had  been  concludccl,  but  tlic  occupation  oC  the 
Illinois  territoiA'  reniainecl  to  be  effected.  Houcjuet  had 
considered  that,  quiet  beincr  established  on  the  Ohio,  the  river 
could  be  safely  followed  to  the  Mississippi,  and  by  this  line 
of  communication  fort  Chartrcs  could  be  occupied  b\' a  British 
i^arrison.  It  was  not  expected  it  could  be  effected  without 
opposition,  or  that  the  I<"rench  would  discontinue  their 
intri|^ues  to  prevent  it.  "  We  ma)'  accuse  the  l'"rench,"  wrote 
Gage,*  "in  general  terms,  though  we  cainiot  fix  the  blame 
upon  an\' one  particular  commander."  Hut  such  evidence  was 
not  wanting.  Major  Smallman,  a  [)rovincial  major,  a  prisoner 
released  by  the  Shawanees,  bore  testimony  to  the  arrival  of  a 
I'^rcnch  officer  from  the  Illinois,  who,  in  an  assembly  of  the 
Intlians,  told  them  that  a  trader  was  conn'iig  to  suppl\-  them 
with  powder  and  shot,  and  he  exlujrted  all  i)resent  to  put 
hatchets  in  their  hands  to  attack  the  iMiglish.  'l"he  powder 
dnd  shot  were  delivered  ;  a  second  supply  came  in  September. 
The  trader  bringing  it,  hearing  of  the  march  of  Boucpiet's 
expedition,  distributed  nearly  eight  cwt.  of  this  powder,  and 
then  left  the  place.  Bradstreet  wrote  to  de  Saint  Ange  com- 
plaining of  the  influence  e.xcrci.sed  on  the  Indians  to  continue 
the  war,  and  protesting  against  the  false  rei)orts  of  the  arrival 
of  French  troops.  l^speciall\-  he  commented  on  the  conduct 
of  one  Saint  X'incent  at  the  mouth  of  the  .Miann",  urging  the 
savages  to  attack  Detroit.  Bratlstreet  called  de  .Saint  Ange's 
attention  to  this  infamous  behaxiour,  and  asked  that  a  stop 
be  put  to  it.  There  was  never  any  absence  (jf  professions  on 
the  part  of  the  hVench  officials  of  their  desire  to  i)romole 
amicable  feeling,  and  to  control  the  Indians,  and  in  this  case 

*  Gage  to  Halifax,  I3tli  Dec,  I  7<'i4.     Can.  Arcli.,  .\.  iV  W.  F.,  121. 2,  p.  39S. 
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it  was  ])ictciulcd  that  the  hostihty  of  the  tribes  arose  cntirel}' 
from  their  unextinguished  hatrixl  of  the  British. 

We  have  .seen  Pontiac's  offer  of  peace  to  (ihuhvin  in  1763  ; 
we  hear  of  him  at,fain  in  the  spring  of  the  followiiii^  year  at 
fort  Chartres,  cndeavourinjr  to  excite  hostilities.  Me  was 
busied  until  June  in  this  attempt,  (ireat  ch'sti'ess  had  been 
felt  amon<4'  the  Indi.'uis,  and  an  appeal  had  been  made  to  the 
commandant  for  aitl. 

There  is  little  doubt  that  the  Indians  were  in  the  liabit  of 
usiny-  lan_L;uaL;e  to  suit  the  occasion,  and  habitually  made  the 
most  contradictor)-  professions  to  botli  ]"'rencli  and  Hritisli,  as 
their  interest  su<;^cstcd.  The  chiefs  who  tlius  found  their  wa)- 
to  the  Illinois  belonged  to  tlie  Miamis,  Mascoutins,  Kika[)oos 
and  Ottawas.  De  Saint  Ancje  told  tjicm  tliat  their  sufferings 
were  occasioned  by  tlieir  attacks  of  the  iMiglish,  upon  whicli  he 
received  the  rej)ly,  that  tliey  would  prefer  to  die  ratlier  than 
make  peace,  and  it  was  painful  to  them  even  to  liear  tlie 
contingency  mentioned.  Pontiac  liad  been  very  active  in 
encouraging  tliis  feeling  of  hate  on  his  part  at  least  sincere; 
and  he  engaged  in  the  spring  to  return  to  consider  how  tlie 
common  cause,  for  such  he  declared  it  to  be,  could  best  be 
sustained.* 


*  It  liad  been  a  constant  custom  with  the  Indians,  during  the  century  of  war 
wliicli  prevailed  lie!  ween  the  French  and  Hrilish,  to  rehile  different  .stories  to  the 
two  nations.  Ks]K'ciaily  in  Acadia,  in  the  disputed  territory,  now  constituting  the 
state  of  Maine,  so  Ktnij  llie  battle-ground  on  which  New  I'jigland  contended  with 
the  Abenaki-.  The  latter  were  urged  to  continual  aggression  by  the  Jesuit  mis- 
sionaries, were  led  by  French  officers,  and  flattered  by  the  officials  at  (Quebec. 
15otli  in  New  England  and  Canada,  as  those  in  jiowcr  listened  to  the  Indian  pro- 
fessions, they  fr.rmed  contradictory  hopes  that  there  would  be  pe.Tce,  or  continuous 
warfare.  They  seliloni  questioned  the  sincerity  of  what  they  heard.  'J'he  later 
proceedings  of  I'ontiac  established  that  he  had  in  no  way  abandoned  the  traditional 
duplicity  of  his  race.  His  own  interest  was  always  l<e])t  in  prominence,  whatever 
the  character  of  his  professions  ;  what  sentiment  he  felt  was  on  the  side  of  the 
French.  After  his  negotiations  \\ith  Cladwin  he  informed  de  .Saint  Ange  that 
the  Indians  had  returned  to  their  first  resolution,  and  that  they  had  assured  the 
Fnglish  of  their  fidelity,  with  the  desire  only  of  destroying  them.  \V lien  .Morris 
was  made  jirisoner,  the  written  instructions  taken  from  hiin  were  sent  to  de  .Saint 
Ange.  with  the  declaration  that  his  intention  was  never  to  make  peace,  and  he 
described  the  English  as  the    most    cruel  of  enemies.     The  stern  di|)lomacy  of 
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There  was  at  this  date  a  larye  tratie  to  the  Illinois  country, 
in  connection  with  New  Orleans,  in  which  d'Ahbadie  was 
accused  of  bcinj;  directly  interested,  and  it  was  one  of  the 
causes  why  ever)'  sentiment  had  been  awakened  in  opposition 
to  British  interests.  I'ontiac,  who  visited  New  (3rleans  on  his 
return,  went  amonjf  the  Arkansas  to  increase  their  exaspera- 
tion. It  attained  such  intensity,  that  they  searched  ascendiii;^ 
canoes  to  see  'f  any  iMij^lishinan  was  on  board.  On  one 
occasion,  a  wretched  deserter  of  the  22nd  was  discovered,  and 
killed,  for  belonti^inij  to  the  service  which  he  had  betra)ed 
and  dishoncjured. 

D'Abbadie,  the  French  g;ovcrnor  of  Louisiana,  died  at  New 
Orleans  on  the  4th  of  h\bruar\',  1765.  His  death  removed 
much  of  the  opposition  which  had  been  made  against  posses- 
sion of  fort  Chartrcs  being  taken  by  the  British.  An  attempt 
in  another  direction  to  reach  the  Illinois  was  more  successful. 
Lieutenant  Ross,  of  the  34th,  worked  his  way  up  from 
Mobiie  through  the  Chickasaws  and  Cherokees,  finally  by 
the  Ohio  and  Mississippi  to  arrive  at  fort  Chartres.  The 
Indians  coming  to  the  fort  shewed  such  hostility  to  his 
l)resencc,  that  de  Saint  Ange  told  him  he  must  leave  ;  his 
lite  was  not  safe,  for  he  could  not  protect  him.  D'Abbadie 
was  succeeded  by  Aubry,  the  commandant  of  the  troops.  He 
wrote  communicating  the  death  of  the  late  governor,  and 
expressed  his  desire  to  promote  harmony  with  the  colonics. 
-Aubry  had  been  a  prisoner  with  the  British  during  the  war, 
when  he  had  been  kindly  treated.  The  intrigues  of  the 
traders  remained,  however,  in  all  their  force.  Nevertheless, 
the  peace  being  kept  b)'  the  .Shawanees  and  Delawarcs,  the 
attempt  to  reach  fort  Chartrcs  b)'  the  Ohio  was  considered 


liomiuet,  with  the  Shawanees  and  Delawiires,  the  firmness  with  which  lie  had 
exacted  his  terms,  joined  to  the  consideration  sliewn  to  ilie  chiefs  after  their  sub- 
mission, conveyed  teaching  which  I'onti;ic  could  not  reject.  Jle  had  been  made  to 
feel,  whatever  his  hate  and  disappointed  rage,  that  his  efforts  would  prove 
impotent,  however  active  his  hostility,  especially  after  his  failure  at  Detroit.  The 
secret  mode,  in  which  amnnmilion  and  supjjlies  were  furnished,  necessarily  limited 
the  ijuantity,  and  in  this  embarrassment  he  was  prepared  to  deceive  both  sides  so 
long  as  it  was  profitable  to  do  so. 
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feasible,  and  the  danj^crous  duty  of  condiictiiit,^  the  expedition 
was  en  trusted  to  C!ro^dian. 

Crojrhan  havinfjf  been  delayed,  owin^  to  the  convoy  con- 
tainini^  his  presents  for  tlie  Indians  liavinj^  been  phnidered 
l)y  a  party  of  the  Pennsyivanian  borderers  on  the  route  to  fort 
Li^onier,  his  assistant  I''raser,  a  heuteiiant  of  the  77th,  vohni- 
teered  to  pnjceed  to  the  llUnois  to  prepare  the  I'^rencli  com- 
nianiiant  for  CroL^han's  arrival.  The  navigation  was  o|)en, 
and  the  voyat^c  itself,  though  long,  was  free  from  privation. 
Fraser  was  accompanied  by  a  trader  named  Sinnott.  He 
reached  Kaskaskia  by  the  middle  of  Maj-.  His  presence  was 
by  no  means  welcome,  and  he  describes  himself  as  having  sur- 
rendered as  a  prisoner.  .A  party  of  Illinois  shortl)'  afterwards 
arrived,  with  the  determination  to  avenge  the  death  of  some 
of  their  tribe,  who  they  declaretl  had  been  killed  aiul  scalped 
by  some  Cherokees.  The)'  took  steps  to  kill  l"'raser,  but 
owing  to  the  intervention  of  Pontiac  his  lift;  was  saved,  it 
was,  however,  considered  advi.sable  that  he  shoulil  not  remain 
to  awaken  the  enmitx'  which  dail\-  became  more  threatem'ng. 
He  consecpiently  left  the  Illinois  on  the  29th  of  May,  to 
descend  the  Mississippi,  and  arrived  at  Xew  Orleans  on  the 
iCth  of  June.  Johnson  speaks  of  h'raser  as  being  too 
zealous,  and  it  was  long  feared  that  he  and  those  who  had 
accompaiiied  him  had  been  put  to  death.  Gage  also  speaks 
of  Fraser's  "  precipitanc}-,"  and  110  good  of  any  kind  resulted 
from  his  attempt. 

Croghan  left  fort  I'itt  on  the  15th  of  Ma)'  with  some 
deputies  of  the  .Shawanees,  and  he  sent  a  message  b)'  land 
to  their  tribe,  to  conduct  the  h'rench  traders  among  them  to 
the  mouth  of  the  Scioto,  in  order  that  they  might  return  with 
Croghan  to  their  own  country,  for  they  would  not  be  permitted 
to  continue  to  trade  where  they  were,  without  a  permit  signed 
by  Gage  and  Johnson.  On  his  arrival,  seven  F'rench  traders 
were  delivered  to  him.  He  heard  that  there  were  si.v  among 
the  Delawares,  and  the  Shawanees  undertook  in  like  manner 
to  obtain  them,  for  the\'  sincerely  desired  to  preserve  the 
peace.     On  arriving  at  the  mouth  of  the  Wabash,  Croghan 
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saw  that  a  brcastworU  had  been  thrown  up,  and  from  tracks 
Icadiiifj  to  it,  he  formed  the  opinion  that  there  mij^ht  be  a 
design  to  attack  him  ;  he,  however,  i)rocee(leil  six  miles  lower 
down  the  Ohio,  and  fmdini;  the  spot  conveniciit  encamped 
there. 

On  the  fnllowinj,'  lnornin<,^  tlic  Sth  fif  June,  at  daybreak, 
('ro;4han  was  attacked  by  eij^hty  Kikapoos  and  Musciuetomys. 
Three  of  the  Shawanees'  dt^putics  were  killed,  a  fourth 
wounded.  Two  of  the  white  men  were  killed,  and  the  canoes 
were  plundered  of  all  they  contained.  Croj^han  was  himself 
wounded.  After  the  affair,  the  assailants  expressed  their 
threat  sorrow  for  what  had  happened.  They  explained  that 
the)-  had  been  ('m])lo\-ed  b\-  the  h'rcnch,  their  fathers,  who 
told  them  ("ro^haii  was  to  be  accc)mpanied  by  Cherokees, 
and  that  no  ])eace  had  been  made  by  the  Shawanees  and 
1  )elawares  and  .Six  Nations.* 

Accordinj^ly,  the\- released  the  Indian  prisoners,  and  carried 
aua\'  C'roi^han  and  his  part\'  to  V'incennes,  the  h'rench  post 
on  the  Wabash  in  connection  with  New  Orleans.  There  were 
at  this  spot  some  ei!j;ht\-  houses  clustered  arounil  the  ff)rt  and 
an  Indian  villaj^e  of  the  l*\'ankiskas.  C"ro<rlian  met  many 
Indians  whom  he  knew  ;  the}-  loud!)-  disapproxcd  of  the 
attack,  and  retpiested  that  he  should  be  well  cared  for  until 
the  return  of  the  chiefs  from  the  Illinois,  many  of  whom  had 
proceeded  to  fort  Chartrcs  in  expectation  of  meeting-  him. 
He  now,  for  the  first  time,  heard  of  the  treatment  which 
T'raser,  Sinnott  and  Laj^auterie  had  received.  1  le  was  per- 
mittetl  to  write  to  de  .Saint  An_L;e,  but  not  to  .Sinnott. 
Indeed,  he  could   obtain  neither  paper,  pen   nor  ink  fiom  the 
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*  Croghan  immediately  sawtlie  jJoliiicTl  l)liiiiiler  i)f  lliis  aUacl;  ami  ilie  Ijeiiefus 
to  le.sult  from  it.  lie  wroie  to  Minr.iy,  of  liie  42111).  al  foil  I'ill.  [Can.  Aicli., 
A.  &  W.  I.,  121.2,  |i.  672J  I2th  July,  17()3.  it  was  llie  I)l^1  tliiiit;  tiiat  could 
h.ive  lia|)|)ened.  The  Fieiicli,  for  three  years,  with  j,'reat  ]iaiiis  and  at  great 
expense,  liad  l)een  endeavouring  to  nialce  a  confederacy  against  the  I'ingiish  talcing 
possession  oftlie  country.  'I'hey  liad  felt  "cock  sine"  llie  Shawanees  and  Dela- 
wares  would  never  nialie  peace  ;  killing  tlieir  deputies  had  tlirown  them  into 
confusion,  for  they  dreaded  a  war  with  the  Shawanees,  I  )elawares  and  Six 
Nations. 


;    .Mi-. 


If 


li( 


Ii8 


'I'm;    IIISIOKV  <)!•    CANADA. 


176; 


I^'rcnch  settlers  without  the  consent  i)f  the  Iiulians.  The 
party  slioitly  afterwards  ascended  the  Wabash  to  Ouatanon, 
liiijlier  U[)  the  river.  Merc  Cro'^han  a},Min  met  man)-  old 
ac(|iiaintances,  and  was  treated  b)'  them  with  Uindness.  In  a 
few  days  the  chiefs  returned  from  the  Illinois,  and  expressed 
concern  forwhat  had  happciU'd.  On  tiie  1st  of'  '  a  l""rench- 
man  arrived,  bearin^^  a  pipe  and  a  message,  sai  liavc  been 

sent  b)'  a  Shawanee  attached  to  the  I'Vcnch  interests.  It  was 
addressed  In  the  Kika|)oos  and  others  of  the  party,  with  the 
reipiest  tliat  Cro_L;han  slunild  be  burneil.  The  Indians  in 
council  not  onlj'  contemptuously  rcjectetl  the  message,  but 
informed  C'roghan  that  he  and  his  men  were  free.  'IhcN' 
engaged  to  return  the  pipe,  and  to  ask  how  such  a  message 
could  have  been  sent,  and  they  recpiested  Croghan  to  remain 
with  them  until  the  arrual  of  deputies  from  llie  .Six  Nations, 
Shawanees  and  I  )elawares  with  I'ontiac,  when  matters  would 
be  satisfactorily  settled. 

During  the  following  liays  Croghan  exerted  himself  to 
create  friendly  feelings  towards  the  British;  he  ;  ^  succeeded 
in    obtaining   their  consent    to   the   occupatic  the  posts 

formerly  held  by  the  I'rench,  with  the  offer  of  .sc.  ce  on  their 
part  in  the  event  of  any  armed  opposition  against  possession 
being  tal<cn« 

In  a  few  da)s  a  messenger  arri\ed  from  de  .Saint  Ange  to 
the  Indians,  requesting  them  to  conduct  Croghan  to  the 
Illinois  ;  it  was  in  answer  to  the  letter  written  nearly  a  month 
]ireviousl}-.  Croghan  lf)st  no  time  in  communicating  to  New 
\'ork,  fort  I'itt,  and  1  )etroit,  the  turn  affairs  had  taken.  He 
was  further  gratified  b\'  a  visit  from  the  Miami  Indians, 
pledging  their  fidelity  to  him.  Croghan  started  for  the 
Illinois.  When  on  the  road  he  met  Pontiac,  in  compan\-  with 
deputies  from  the  Six  Nations,  the  Delaw  ares  and  Shawanees, 
also  from  the  four  Illinois  nations,  on  their  waj*  to  wj'it  upon 
him,  and  the  Shawanees.  Accordingi)'  they  all  returned 
to  Ouatanon,  where  a  conference  was  held  and  everj'thing 
settlctl.  .All  that  had  been  done  prcviousK'  was  agreed  to. 
I'ontiac,  on  this  occasion,  explained  the  reason  of  his  former 
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riMicli,  he  said,  luul  tlcclari-d   tliat   it  was  tlic 


iiitiMitioii  of  tin;   l"',iiL;liMli  to  cliivc  tlic  present  ti"il)cs  from  the 
(.•oiiiiti)'  ami  \)\;uc  tlic  Chcrcjkccs  in  possession,  and  thai   then 


lhe\-   would   al 


hi-   made   .sla\es. 


N 


ow,  as    lie 


U'aincd 


peace  was    made    w 


ith    the    l)elawares  and   Sha 


waiices, 


that 

the 


remainin;.;  tiihes  were  wilhn^  to  compl\-  u  illi  its  eomh'tions, 
.md  receive  the  I^nt;hsh  willi  ojx-n  arms. 

('onse(|iiently  C'roj^liaii  started  for  |)etroit  acconii)anie(l  !))• 
several  chiefs  proceeding  tliitlief  as  llu'\-  said,  to  meet  Hrad- 
streel.  As  lie  passed  hy  the  'I'wi^htce  and  ()ll.i\\a  viilaf^c  on 
the  Miami,  tiic  while  piisoners  wen'  deliveretl  np  to  him. 
lie  arrived  at  iJetr^it  on  the  ijtli  of  Aii^aist,  where  he  found 
several    tribes  waitin|4  for    Jiradstreet  in  consecjuence  of  his 

\ilation  of  the  previous  j-car.  A  conference  was  held  by 
nel   Campbell   then   in   command,  and   C'ro'-haii.      in   the 
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hrst  place  the  c 


hiel 


s  addrcssetl 


the  Six- 


Nat 


ions,   Delawares 


and  Shawanees,  and  asi<ed  "  in  the  most  abject  maimer,  tliat 


th 


e>- 


wou 


Id   forui\e  them   for  the  ill  contluct  of  their  Vouni^' 

;rant 


Men,  to  take   Pit)-  on  their  Women  and  (,'hildren,  and 
yiii  peace. ' 

e,  and  expressing;'  their  satisfaction 


After  affirmiii"-  th 


•  leac 


len'  lieads  were  dis- 


ihat  the  hcav)'  cloud       hich  hii    ;4  oxti'  tl 

uersed.  and  tlic  sun  wa^     hiniufj-  clear  ami  bright,  the\-  called 


Oi 


1  llu:  Hrili-li  to  have  i)ity  on  their  women  and  children,  and 
:d<e  up  their  difference  w  ith  the  Shawanees  and   Delawares. 
On  all  sides  the  desire  was  c\])ressed  that  the  tribes  would 
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beh, 
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wen    to    then' 


fat' 


lers 


tl 


ie 


.nulisn. 
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ie  conterencc 


contimieil  with  some  inlerrnplion  until  the  J^lh  of  Scijtember, 


present  promising;  to  become  children  of  the  \<\n<^  o 


>((] 


re  at 


Ihitain.     The)-  were  dismissed  with   presents,  and  a  caution 
to  "slop  their  ears  against  the  Stor}s  or  itlle  rei)orts  of  evil 


nundet 


1  r 


eopie. 


On  the  2 


■th  tl 


lere  was  a  ineetinij  with  Tontiac,  the  Ottawa^ 


Potlawalamies,  Chii)pewas,  and  \\'\andots.  A  belt  dispersing; 
the  black  cU)Utl  was  L;'iven,  so  that  the  sun  niij;ht  clearly  sliinc 
and  the  blessings  of  peace    be  cnjojx-d.      'The  ijones  of  the 


dead 


were  sunk 


deep 


tl 


)  in  tlie  !jr 


ound. 
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and  flowers  might  grow  over  them,  the  hatclict  was  buried, 
the  tree  of  peace  planted,  and  a  road  opened  to  the  rising  sun 
])lcasant  to  travel  upon. 

On  the  2.Stli  I'ontiac  spoke.  Tie  declared  that  he  liad 
settled  peace  before  he  came  thither.  lie  explaitied  why  lie 
did  not  live  at  Detroit,  and  was  now  v  aablishcd  on  the  Miami, 
[lis  reasons  mav  be  ijixcn  in  his  own  words,  "we  love 
liijuor  and  ditl  we  ly^e  here  as  formcrl)-  our  people  would  be 
al\\a\s  drunk   which   nu'i-ht  occasion  some  (luarrols  between 


th 


ic  soldiers  and  them. 


He  asked  for  some  credit  for  powder 
and  lead,  th  X  the\-  might  obtain  support  for  their  families. 
The  concluding  words  of  Pontiac  do  not  tend  to  establish  the 
remarkable  character  in  all  respects  claimed  for  him;*  thc\- 
wci'c,  "  I''athei',  \'ou  stopped  \\\)  the  Rum  IJarrel  when  we  came 


here  till   the  1 


)usniess  o 


f  that  nicetin 


was  over;  as  it  rs  now 


llni.-Iietl  we  recpiest  that  xniu  ma\' open   the  barrel   that  your 
Children  ma\-  drink-  antl   be  merrw" 

'I'he  several   tribes  ga\e  their  full   adherence  to  the  peace, 
and  with  all  of  them  there  was  the  demand  that  trade  should 


be 


r'.,'( 


re-opened,  otherwrsc 


the\'  would   be  forced   to   seek  their 


luiremcnts    from    the    I'rench. 


oi'tiar,  \\  ith    o 


the 


r   in 


be? 
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arae 


complainetl  that  the  h'rench  had  taken   possession  o 

part  of   their  countr\-,  for  which  no  consideration   had   been 

Liiven,  and   thev  trusted  that  satisfaction   would   l)e  m;ule  on 


thi.^ 


po 


int. 


Th 


eir  territor\'  was  larije  ;   tlie\-  were  williii"   to 


;ede  to  their  fathers,  the  k'ncjiish,  what  was  necessar\-  to  carr\- 


on    trade,  providetl    they   were   paid 


)r    it,  aiu 


a    s 


ufficicnt 


lumtin*''  "round  left  them. 


On  the  19th  of  September  Crogh.ni  r(;cei\ed  a  letter  by 
c.\'press  from  fort  I'itt  that  captain  Stirling,  in  command  of  a 
detachment  of  one  hundred  men  of  the  42nd,  had  descended 
the  Ohio  and  proceeded  to  fort  Chartres  to  receive  the  ])lace 
from  the   I'rench,  and  take  i)ossessi()n  of  the  Illinois  countr\-. 


1 
The   fort  was  cetletl   to  the   British 
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The  llatj;  of  l''rance   thus   d' 
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October, 


sappearecl    tor  ever 


rom 


the  western  continent,  on  which  during  the  last  three  j-ears  it 
*  N.V.  Doc,  VIII.,  p.  7S4. 
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liad  exercised  so  treacherous  and  so  mischievous  an  influence. 
Althou_c,di  at  tliis  date  Illinois  was  a  portion  of  Canada,  the 
fort,  bcint^  held  in  inilitar)'  occu[)ation,  remained  under  the 
control  of  the  comniantlcr-in-chief  in  New  York-. 

This  act,  carried  out  without  opposition,  concluded  the 
Indian  wars.  They  had  lasted  two  years  and  a  half,  havins:j 
commenced  with  the  attack  on  Detroit.  It  is  difficult  to 
reject  the  impression,  that  had  the  h'rench  remained  in  pos- 
session of  the  country  west  of  the  Mississippi,  Canada  would 
have  been  subjected  to  a  continuance  of  the  intrigue  which 
hatl  been  so  fruitful  of  mischief  and  trouble.  We  .should  have 
had  a  western  .Xiadia,  with  its  disaffection,  disloyalty  and 
machinations  enlisted  tf)  excite  the  prejudices  and  passions  of 
an  ignorant  population,  incapable  of  judging  the  extent  that 
for  political  ends  they  were  deceived  and  misdirected.  The 
Mississippi  trade  was  the  chief  maintenance  of  New  Orleans ; 
the  [)rincipal  source  of  its  profit  was  to  be  found  in  the  Illinois 
country.  The  tcrritor\-  west  cjf  the  Mississippi,  except  within 
a  few  leagues  of  .New  Orleans,  remained  without  settlement. 
It  was  onl\'  after  the  peace  of  1763  that  a  few  traders'  huts 
were  erected  at  Saint  Louis.  'Jhe  h'rench  had  determined 
to  fortif}'  the  mouth  of  the  Missouri,  and  e\er\-  intlucement 
wduld  have  lieen  used  to  retain  their  iiitluence  over  the  Indian 
miiul.  extending  far  within  the  rixer's  eastei'n  banks. 

The  British  traders  as  a  rule  wcvv  hard,  >.tern,  and  without 
coiui)unction  in  obtaining  money,  ami  thought  little  of  au}-- 
thing  be\-(jnd  the  success  of  their  \entures.  Ilemy  cannot  be 
accepted  as  a  representati\e  nian.  It  is  to  be  feared  that  the 
story  of  "  Inkle  and  \'ariro  "  is  only  too  suggestive  of  their 
general  charactei'.  They  had  courage,  determination,  reso- 
lution, reinaiiietl  undaunted  in  the  most  critical  danger, 
and  possessed  an  und\ing  lo\e  of  adventure.  On  the  other 
hand,  they  shrank  from  no  alternati^  e  b\'  which  their  eiuU 
could  be  gainetl.  In  their  manner  chey  affected  ilisdain  of 
the  Indian,  amounting  to  brutality,  e\en  when  li\ing  among 
them,  and  accepting  relationship  with  them.  They  failed  not 
onl\-  to  create  kiiidh'  feelings   in   their  behalf,  but  as  a  rule 
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they  gave  rise  to  aversion,  ainoutitiiig  often  to  liatretl.  The 
[)o\ver  of  the  British  trader  was  based  iii)on  the  fear  which  he 
could  call  forth. 

The  l*'rench  traders  on  the  ct)ntrary,  while  living  with  the 
Indians,  affected  the  manners  of  the  oifaut  du  sol.  TIu- 
association  of  religion,  unkncnvn  in  the  ICnglish  relationship, 
lent  its  aid  to  give  grace  and  charm  to  the  presence  of  the 
French.  The  missionary  was  the  link  between  the  races. 
'W\z  voyagciirs  treated  the  Indians  with  invariable  kindness; 
tlic  higher  officials  especially,  who  supiilied  their  wants  and 
periodically  ga\'e  then:  presents.  At  the  same  time  there 
was  no  relaxation  in  the  development  of  the  fur  trade,  from 
the  constant  desire  of  obtaining  the  largest  profit  derivable 
from  it.  One  source  of  l'"rench  power  was  to  awaken  distrust 
antl  hate  of  the  lirilish,  which  their  harsh  manners  aiul  the 
contemptuous  behaviour  of  the  provincial  trader  towards  the 
Indian  by  no  means  made  difficult.  The  distrust,  which  the 
French  officials  strove  to  create,  was  niatle  more  certain  by 
constant  misrepresentation.  .Man_\'  of  the  extreme  western 
tribes,  even  |jre\-ioiis  to  coming  in  contact  willi  the  Fnglish  in 
an\'  form,  had  been  taught  to  hate  llu'in  In-  the  rei)orts  they 
had  received  of  their  cruelty  and  injustice.  Tliey  believed 
that  the  design  had  been  formed  to  dri\e  them  from  their 
lands,  and  peo[)le  the  territory  with  the  southern  tribes,  and 
that  they  themselves  would  be  ke[)t  in  slaverx',  or,  if  they 
resisted,  be  delil)eratel\'  killed. 

The  western  Indians  were  inferior  in  intelligence  tothe.Si.v 
Nations  of  Xew  ^'ork,  and  more  readih'  became  the  dupes  (jf 
those  deceiving  them.  Within  a  '(cw  months  of  the  i)eace, 
they  were  led  to  iiclii.xe  that  France  would  reappear  on  the 
continent  to  establish  her  power.  1  bul  the  transfer  of  the 
country  west  of  the  .Mississip])i  not  been  made  to  .S|)ain,  it  is  b)- 
no  means  improba.jic  that,  with  a  view  of  retaining  the  profits 
of  the  trade  east  of  the  great  river,  the  Indians  would  have 
been  kejjt  in  a  continual  fever  b\'  h^'cnch  agents  furnishing 
them  with  the  neccssaiA-  i)owder  ;',nd  shot,  and  inciting  them 
to  aggression,  pli.nder  ami  murder.    The  .scenes  of  the  eastern 
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Acadia  would  liave  been  rc-eiiactcd  by  the  French  Illniois 
population,  if  the  same  vacillation  in  the  treatment  of  the 
outrages  against  law  and  order  had  been  followed  in  the  west. 
Ill  a  few  years  self-protection  would  h.vc  again  exactetl  the 
expatriation  of  the  aggressors,  who,  unaffected  b)-  lenit\', 
remained  irreconcilable  enemies.  The  changes  in  the  politi- 
cal condition  of  Louisiana  removed  the  cause  for  this  intrigue, 
and  made  any  such  activity  unprofitable.  The  sovereignt)' 
of  Si)ain  was  extremely  unwelcome  to  the  iMench  of  Louis- 
iana. Many  preferred  acknowledgment  o,  iiritish  rule  to 
transferring  their  allegiance  to  Spain  ;  and  the  majorit)-  of 
those  present  in  Illinois  accepted  the  new  goveriunent  under 
which  Canada  was  placed,  rather  than  change  the  entire 
ciuulition  of  their  lives  by  the  atloptitjn  of  Spanish  law  and 
custom.  At  this  date  the  settlements  on  the  eastern  shore  of 
the  Mississippi,  from  the  mouth  of  the  Ohio  towards  Saint 
Louis,  were  reported  by  Frascr,  of  the  jSth,  to  contain  a 
population  of  2,050  souls,  with  900  negroes.  * 

I'ontiac  was  present  at  a  congress  held  by  sir  William 
Johnson  in  Jul)',  1766,  at  Oswego,  with  the  chiefs  of  the 
Ottawas,  I'ottawatamies,  Ilurons  and  C"hipi)ewas.  The  object 
of  the  meeting  was  to  confirm  the  proceedings  of  Croghan  in 
1765.  Johnson  congratulated  all  who  were  present  on  the 
establishment  of  peace,  which  permitted  traders  to  visit  the 
posts  with  the  goods  rec[uired  for  use.  I  le  stated  that  proper 
officers,  men  of  honour  and  probity,  had  been  placed  there  to 
attend  to  their  complaints,  and  smiths  sent  to  rei)air  their 
arms  and  implements.  This  act  of  consideration  caused 
expense,  and   the\'  must  accept  it  as  a  mark  of  the  fa\(>ur  of 

*  While  men  able  to  hear  anus 700 

Women 500 

C'liililieii S5() 

2,050 

Xegroes  oT  hot li  sexes 900 

Indians  alile  lo  liear  arms ()5o 

Many  of  the  wliite  men  ami  neijroes  were  i^enerally  passinjj  up  and  down  liie 
Mississippi  to  New  Orleans.  Kxtraet  of  a  letter  from  lieut.  I'"raser,  7Slh  regiment, 
ijlh  May,  1765.     Can.  Areli.,  .A.  i.V  W.  I.,  121. 2,  p.  602. 
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their  father  the  kiii,^-  "  tliis  best  of  princes."  I  Ic  alhided  to  the 
murder  of  two  soldiers  at  Detroit  and  demanded  satisfaction 
should  be  ^ivcn  for  the  wrong.  A  negro  had  murdered  two 
Indian  women  in  that  neighbourhood.  Johnson  pointed  out 
that  he  was  of  different  colour  and  did  not  belong  to  our 
race,  nevertheless  that  he  would  be  punislicd  for  his  crime, 
lie  promised  also  the  chastisement  of  the  frontier  men,  who 
had  attacked  and  killed  some  Indians  near  fort  Pitt,  and, 
generally,  redress  for  any  injuries  the  tribes  had  suffered. 

On  the  following  day,  the  chiefs  reap[)eared  to  reply  to 
this  address.  After  the  chief  of  the  Ilurons  had  made  his 
oration,  Pontiac  spoke  in  the  name  of  the  nations  to  the 
westward.  He  full\-  accei)ted  the  peace,  renouncing  the  king 
of  France,  "now  that  he  is  gone,"  and  promising  in  the  future 
all  avoidance  of  the  emnity  of  the  past.  When  the  congress 
separatctl  on  the  30th  of  July,  the  most  anncable  feeling  pre- 
vailed. Pontiac  promised  to  pa\'  sir  William  Johnson  a  visit 
in  the  spring. 

Pontiac  plaj-cd  so  prominent  a  i)art  in  the  attack  on  Detroit 
that  he  has  been  regarded  as  the  originator  of  the  war,  and  as 
ha\  ing  shaped  the  events  which  so  rapidly  succeeded  each 
other.  iMidoubtedb-  Pontiac  jxissessed  al)ilit)',  rare  in  the 
Indian  character;  but  now  that  the  whole  sources  of  informa- 
tion in  the  dominion  archives  ru'e  open  to  investigatioii,  I  can- 
not conceive  that  this  opinion  can  be  maintainetl.  Whatever 
the  capacit}- of  Pontiac,  he  remained  a  savage,  and  there  is  no 
warrant  for  ranking  him  at  a  higher  estimate  than  an  instru- 
ment in  the  hands  of  the  f'rench  officials  and  traders  of  New 
Orleans  :  the  terms  may  be  said  to  be  .synonymous.  Without 
the  assistance  of  ammunition  and  supplies  from  Louisiana, 
without  the  promise  of  continued  assistance  and  the  eventual 
rccf)gnition  of  the  success  he  nn'ght  ol)tain,  thej'e  could  have 
been  no  durable  organi/.CLl  hostility  on  his  part,  or  that  of  any 
Indian.  The  traders  from  New  Orleans  were  alwax's  seeking 
to  inflame  the  passions,  e.xcite  the  jealousies,  awaken  the  fears 
and  apjieal  to  the  greed  of  the  Indians  whom  they  desired 
to  influence.     With  the  assumption  of  sovereignt)'  over  the 
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territory  by  Spain,  there  was  no  longer  any  cause  for  appeal 
either  to  the  ambition  or  sentiment  of  Pontiac  and  men  of 
his  class.  The  I'rench  of  Illinois  had  ceased  to  feel  depen- 
dence on  New  Orleans.  The)'  had  been  thrown  mc)re  into 
connection  with  the  h'rench  Canadians  of  Quebec  and 
Montreal  ;  a  relationship  infinitely  more  congenial  to  them 
than  that  of  the  newly-arrived  officials  of  Spain,  and  hence- 
forth the\'  ceased  their  connection  with  Louisiana  to  become 
iilentificd  with  Canada. 

Fort  Chartres  in  the  possession  of  a  British  garrison  was  a 
proclamation  to  Pontiac  that  he  could  no  longer  look  for  the 
aid  and  countenance  he  had  hitherto  received  from  its  com- 
mandant. The  Shawanees  and  Delawares  had  accepted  the 
authority  of  fort  Pitt.  There  was  no  longer  a  French 
governor  at  New  Orleans  to  receive  him  with  considera- 
tion, and  indirectly  su[)pl\-  his  wants.  He  saw  no  course 
open  to  him,  but  to  alUnv  himself  to  be  carried  down  the 
current  of  events.  He  felt  strongly- he  had  been  ill-treated 
by  the  French.  Croghan  wrote  to  Johnson  in  November, 
1765,  and  the  principal  men  of  these  nations  admitted  that 
they  had  been  urged  on  to  the  attack  by  the  P'rench,  who 
had  supplied  them  in  all  directions  with  ammuniticjii  and 
provisions,  and  that  they  now  believed  that  it  was  entirely 
with  the  view  of  furthering  h'rench  interests.* 

Pontiac  lived  two  years  longer,  but  he  is  not  again  heard 
of  'Phe  peace  remained  unbroken.  'Phcre  are  many  stories 
told  of  his  death,  but  in  reality  nothing  is  known  beyond  the 
fact,  that  he  was  killed  by  an  Indian  in  1767,  and  that  his  body 
was  found,  his  skull  cleft  with  a  tomahawk.  'Phe  fables  which 
had  been  indulged  in  during  his  lite  were  continued  after  his 
demi.sc.  Peltier  who,  has  been  named  in  connection  with  the 
attack  of  Detroit,t  tells  us  that  the  Indian  who  killed  him  was 
in  love  with  his  wife,  a  social  tragedy  not  usual  in  Indian  life. 
My  own  theory  is,  that  his  death  arose  through  a  (juarrel  in 
a  drunken  debauch.      It  has  also  been  surmised    that   .some 


•  N.Y.  Doc,  VII.,  p.  787. 
■[  Ante,  p.  13,  note. 
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British  traders  were  privy  to  his  murder.  No  evidence 
exists  of  such  complicity.  There  is  no  <;round  for  supposini^ 
that  on  the  part  of  the  authorities  there  was  any  desire  to  be 
rid  of  liim,  for  after  the  i^eace  I'ontiac  had  ceased  to  attract 
attention.  If  an\'  trader  was  connected  with  his  murder,  the 
promptin<^  motive  must  have  been  private  resentment,  for  no 
pubHc  consideration  su;^tje,stcd  it. 

Such  was  the  somewhat  ij^nominious  end  of  the  chief  wlio 
for  some  months  liad  stood  fortli  in  prominence  before  the 
continent,  and  held  confined  within  tlie  enclosure  of  the 
barrack-fence  an  armed  liritish  force  ;  an  attack  which  he 
abandoned  by  negotiation,  and  in  which  he  was  not  forcibly 
repelled.  1 1  is  rare  jjowers,  his  capacity  for  war,  and  his  un- 
doubted hi;jh  qualities  in  many  respects,  exact  mention  of 
him  as  tlie  foremost  man  of  his  race  of  his  time.  The  close 
of  such  a  life  under  such  painful  conditions  must  ever  com- 
mand s)-mpalhy.  The  feeliny  is  increased  by  our  want  of 
knowledge  of  the  cause  of  quarrel,  and  the  uncertainty 
whether  Pontiac  fell  in  a  hand  to  hand  struggle,  or  was  the 
victim  of  cowartlU'  and  treacherous  assassination. 

It  maj'  perhaps  be  considered  that  I  have  bestowed  exces- 
sive attention  on  the  history  of  this  Indian  war.  It  appeared 
to  me,  however,  a  dut\'  so  to  act,  for  it  has  hitherto  been 
considered  as  of  no  great  importance.  Those  who  follow  the 
narrative  I  ha\e  endeavoured  to  give  can  arrive  at  no  such 
conclusion.  Only  for  the  transfer  of  Louisiana  to  Spain  the 
seeds  of  a  future  war  with  France  had  been  .sown,  in  which 
the  struggle  for  the  possession  of  the  Ohio  would  have  been 
renewed.  One  of  the  extraordinarx'  features  of  the  war  is, 
that  it  should  have  taketi  place  at  a  period  when  the  fever  of 
republicanism  was  being  rapidly  developed  in  New  Kngland, 
when  impatience  of  imperial  rule  was  rising  to  the  surface, 
especially  with  thcx'oung  lawyers  struggling  into  notice,  who 
accepted  it  as  a  dominant  [)rinciple.  New  1-Cngland,  as  a 
community,  was  not  conccrnctl  in  the  war  of  the  west,  the 
garrison  at  Halifax  making  an\- hostile  Indian  demonstration 
in  the  northern  part  of  the  territory,  that  of  the  [)resent  state 
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of  Maine,  improbable  and  even  impossible.  The  strutj^lc  with 
the  Indian  on  the  Athmtic  coast  had  lont;  been  terminated. 

On  the  f)ther  hand,  New  \'ork  was  directly  interested  in  the 
events  of  the  west.  Man}*  of  the  speculators  of  the  province 
were  en^au^ed  in  the  fur  trade.  Manv  were  owners  of  land 
on  the  Mohawk,  and  the  "^rowiiiiJi'  settlements  upon  that 
river  were  at  the  time  serious!)-  threatened  In'  the  tribes 
j^athereil  aniund  La  Presentation,  the  modern  Otjdensburg. 
The  Alban\'  politicians  antl  operators  were  intent  on  obtain- 
ing possession  of  the  best  lands  of  the  Six  Nations,  and  b\- 
no  means  scrupulous  as  to  means  of  doinij  so.  It  was  only 
In-  the  untiring  effort  and  judgment  of  sir  William  Johnson 
that  the  .Si.\  Nati  )ns  remained  friend!}'  to  the  British.  Mad 
they  joined  the  western  confederac\'  it  would  have  been  a 
most  formidable  alliance,  and  the  narrative  of  the  war  as 
traced  in  these  pages  might  have  been  of  a  different  character. 

The  intervention  of  the  home  government  by  the  pro- 
clamation of  1763,  to  prevent  the  spoliation  of  tlie  Indian, 
remains  a  most  noljle  monument  of  Britis'a  national  justice, 
and  is  acted  ui)on  to  this  tlay  in  Canada.  I  shall  have  to  relate 
its  effect  in  creating  disaffection  to  Hriti.sh  rule  in  the  cities 
of  New  York  and  Alban\'.    The  calumin'  that  liritish  tvramu' 

*  *  *  • 

was  exercised  in  the  govcrimient  of  the  provinces,  repeated 
without  investigation  for  the  last  century  and  a  (piarter, 
disappears  on  an\'  candid  examination  of  the  fact.  I'eeblc 
administrations,  composed  of  politicians  intent  on  the  emolu- 
ment of  office,  in  the  early  \'ears  of  George  111.  folUnvcd  one 
the  other,  in  rapid  succession,  to  neglect  the  true  interests  of 
the  empire.  The}'  violated  the  jibert}'  of  the  subject  at 
home,  and  mischievousl}'  legislated  for  the  colonies  aljroad. 
The  house  of  commons  hail  become  subserxient  to  the  \iews 
of  the  court,  and  the  majority  passetl  measures  fo  the  main 
reason  that  they  were  acceptable  to  the  king.  ICvc.}-  admin- 
istration was  made  impotent  for  good.  As  Hurke  wrote  : 
"The  prerogative  of  the  crown  had  been  retrenched  to  admit 
of  parliament  becoming  the  oppressor  of  the  people  in 
extending  the  nnal  power."     Reference  to  thv)sc  unfortunate 
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days,  ill  the  hope  of  traciiiLj  a  record  of  <^ood  irovcrn incut,  is 
vain  and  futile.  l'"action  was  predoiniiiaiit.  The  prestige  of 
the  country  wa;  lessened  abroad  ;  at  home  the  constitution 
was  violated,  and  ilicre  was  a  fatal  departure  from  the  policy 
which,  firmly  ob.scrvcd  towards  the  American  provinces, 
would  have  created  so  strong  a  majority  in  favour  of  the 
maintenance  of  the  connection  with  the  mother  country  as 
to  have  been  unassailable. 

All  this  is  true,  and  the  pages  of  history  which  relate  these 
events  must  ever  remain  a  painful  chapter  in  the  record  of 
that  evil  time.  lUit  the  a.'isertion  that  Great  Britain  desired 
to  tyrannise  over  the  colonies  is  unfounded  ami  without 
justification. 

'J"he  narrative  of  the  )-ears  of  Indian  war,  which  I  have 
related,  establishes  the  desire  of  the  mother  countrj^  to  aid 
the  American  provinces  in  every  difficulty.  No  student  of 
history  can  ever  be  insensible  to  this  undeniable  truth  ;  no 
citizen  of  the  present  I'nited  States  should  ever  cease  grate- 
fully to  think  of  the  fostering  care  with  which,  in  this  exacting 
emergency,  American  interests,  pure  and  simple,  were  fostered, 
fought  for  and  preserved.  I  have  felt  it  accordingly  to  be 
right  ;uul  proper  to  preserve  the  memor\'  of  these  years, 
1763-1765,  so  that  no  future  misconception  can  arise  with 
regard  to  the  course  followed  bv  the  mother  country  during 
this  trying  time. 
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CHAPTER   I. 

Tlic  treat)' of  Taris  was  sij^ncd  on  the  loth  of  I'cbruan', 
1763,  but  eighteen  months  elapsed  before  anj-  change  was 
made  in  tlie  government  of  Canada,  the  province  remaining 
undc.'  tlie  miHtary  ruh'  described  in  a  former  voUnne.  * 
\ominalI}'so  constituted,  it  was  reall\'  based  upon  tlie  h'rcnch 
civil  law  honestl)-,  ably,  and  impartiall)'  ailministered.  \o 
concpiered  country  was  ever  more  favoured,  or  treated  with 
greater  gencrosit)',  the  main  desire  being  apparent  to  attach 
the  new  sul)jects  to  their  new  condition  by  good  government, 
justice,  and  munificence.  This  status  in  ijno  proved  so 
successful  that  it  called  for  no  immediate  interference,  and 
the  summer  passed  awa)'  u  ithout  any  establishment  of  the 
principle  upon  which  Canada  should  be  constituted  a  province 
of  the  empire;  it  may  be  assumed  a  consequence,  in  no  small 
degree,  of  the  political  complications  affecting  the  home 
government,  which  form  so  painful  a  passage  in  the  tu'st  years 
of  the  reign  of  (ieorge  III.  On  the  following  tSth  of  April, 
Ikite  resigned  and  George  Grenville  became  chancellor  (^{  the 
exchecpicr  and  lirst  minister.  Thus  the  proclamation  estab- 
lishing Canada  as  a  British  province  was  not  issued  until  the 
/th  of  October,  1763,  and  Murray  was  appointed  governor  on 
the  2ist  of  that  month  ;  he  may  accordingly  be  considered  the 
first  govcrnor-in-chief  of  Canada.  The  season  iirevented  the 
immediate  transmission  of  the  proclamation.  There  must 
also  have  been  hesitation  in  the  s])ring  in  the  despatch  of  the 
vessel  bringing  it  f)Ut,  for  it  only  reached  Canada  on  the  loth 
of  August,  1764,  at  which  date  Murray  as.sumed  the  govern- 
ment, and  the  system  hitherto  followed  ceased  to  prevail. 

The  proclamation   established  four  new  provinces   in   the 

*  Ante,  vol.  I\'.,  pp.  43S-446. 
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territory  ceded  as  "distinct  and  separate  governments," Quebec, 
I'last  Morida,  West  I'Morida,  and  (irenada.*  The  limits  of  the 
first  named  prf)vincc  were  also  defined.  It  is  scarcel)' possible 
to  conceive  an)-  descriptinii  more  obscure  than  that  ;^iven  of 
the  boundaries,  eviilently  written  by  some  subordinate  clerk, 
i.tjnorant  of  the  subject  ;  an  incident  by  no  means  entirely 
unknown  at  this  date.  .So  far  as  it  can  be  understood,  the 
province  of  (Juebec  was  limited  to  the  east  by  the  Sa<^uenay, 
called  the  river  .Saint  John,  to  lake  .Saint  John,  thence  runnin;j^ 
to  lake  Mississini  |  MislassiniJ.  On  the  southern  shore  the 
coast  extciulcd  to  cape  Rosier  without  includini^  the  island 
of  Anticosti.  The  southern  boinidary  was  touiid  in  the  hi^h- 
hmds,  which  divide  the  rivers  that  empty  themselves  into  the 
Saint  Lawrence  from  those  fallini;  into  the  sea,  until  reaching 
the  fort)--fiftli  dec,n-ee  of  latitude,  which  was  folKjwed  west- 
ward to  the  .Saint  Lawrence.  Reference  to  a  map  will  shew 
the  absurdity  of  this  defined  limit,  for  it  left  to  Canada  the 
coast  line  of  the  .Saint  Lawrence  to  ca|)c  Rosier,  with  a 
territory  of  a  few  miles  in  width.  The  proclamation  set 
forth  that  "  so  soon  as  tlie  state  and  circumstances  of  the 
colonics  will  admit  "  a  Ljcneral  assembly  should  be  called, 
"to  make,  constitute  and  ordain  Laws,  .Statutes  and  Ordi- 
nances for  the  ])ublic  peace,  welfare  and  i(ood  ;^M)vernment  .  . 
of  the  i)eople  and  inhabitants  .  .  as  near  as  ma\'  be  agree- 
able under  the  laws  of  ]"aiL;lan(l."  .\t  the  time,  only  s.itisfac- 
tion  was  felt  at  this  provision.  The  wortls  of  this  cpialificd 
em-auement  are  wortlu'  of  attention,  for  thev  establish  that  its 
fulfilment  was  to  be  dependent  on  the  future  condition  of  the 
province,  to  be  carried  out  or  modified  as  c.xpedicncj'  suji^. 
trcstctl.  Ten  \-cars  later,  its  non-observance  was  one  of  the 
bases  of  the  accusation  of  t)'rann\'  ai^ainsl  the  mother  cnuntrw 
The  house  of  representatives  thus  spccifi'  '  ,-»-  ue  in 
accordance  with  the  other  provincial       -v  '  such 

an  assembly  could  be  called,  the  ro  va>         mised 

to  all  resorting  to  the  province,  ai.       aitiiui,        \as  .,i\eti  for 


•  The  text  of  the  proclamation  is  given  at  the  end  of 
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tin*  cstahlishmctit  of  courts  of  justice,  civil  and  criminal  with 
ri^'ht  of  appeal  to  the  priv)'  council. 

Giants  of  land  were  ^uaranteeil  to  officers  who  had  served 
in  the  late  war:  5,oou  acres  to  ,i  field  officer,  3,000  to  a 
captain,  3,000  to  a  subaltern,  50  to  a  private  man.  The 
.same  privilei^e  was  e.Ktcnded  to  the  ofl'ic('rs  and  seamen  of  the 
navy  who  had  been  present  at  Louisbour^'  and  Oucbec.  Thus 
far,  expressions  of  satisfaction  and  approval  were  only  heard. 
The  clauses  which  followed,  enforcin^L;'  the  rej^ulalions  witii 
rej^ard  to  the  Indian  lands,  awoke  threat  discontent  and  ire; 
and  c'lt  the  period  of  the  revolution  they  were  included  in  the 
specification  of  injuries  asserted  in  the  declaiatinn  of  inde- 
pendence to  have  been  indicted  by  llu:  mother  countr\'.  * 

I'or  many  )-ears  there  had  been  ^reat  discontent  felt  by  the 
Indians,  arisin^f  from  settlement  upon  their  lands  claimed  to 
be  made  under  i^rants  frtjm  themscKes.  It  has  been  seen, 
that  one  of  the  means  adopted  to  cause  dissatisfaction  amoni,^ 
the  western  tril)es  was  the  dissemination  c)f  the  repcjrl  that  it 
was  the  intention  of  the  I'ritish  to  seize  their  liuiitinL;' 
grounds.  As  early  as  1756,  the  lords  of  trade"'-  wrote  to  de 
Lance)',  then  actin<4-  as  i^overnor  of  \ew  \'ork,  that  the 
patents  of  Kayoderossas,  Canajoharie  and  of  the  ')iii'ida 
carry  in  [4 -pi  ace,  "under  pretence  of  purchase,"  was  one  of  tiie 
principal  causes  of  the  di-clinc  of  liritish  interests  anioiiL;'  the 
Indians,  and  that  full  satisfaction  should  l)e  cjiven  for  the 
Ljricvances  of  which  they  complained.  .So  nuich  ilifficulty 
was  experienced  in  a  court  of  law  in  an)'  endea\our  "to 
vacate  aud  aniud  the.se  e.xhorbitant  grants,"  that  the  recom- 
mendation was  matic  t(j  the  council  and  assembi)' to  intiMpose, 
as   had    been   done    in    1690,  as    it  was   a    matter    of  "  ^rcat 


*  Mr.  JelTcison  wrote  "  He  (ilie  Kiiij;)  lias  eiKteavouicil  to  prevent  llie  popu- 
lation (if  tlie.se  slates  ;  for  that  piiipose  obslruci iiiu;  the  hiu^  for  the  natiif.ili/alioii 
of  foreijjners,  lefiisini;  to  pass  others  to  eiicour.i!.;e  their  iiiij^ratioiis  hitlier,  anil 
raisiiii^  tlw  coiitiilioHs  of  luio  op/iio/oialioiis  of  laiijs.''  Jefferson  slirank  from 
^talini;  the  truth,  niisiepresenliiii;  by  special  ple.ulini;  the  interference  of  the 
mother  country  to  prevent  the  spoliation  of  the  huliaii,  which  the  provincial 
assemblies,  had  they  been  permitted,  woiihi  have  reiliicetl  to  a  .system. 

+  I5lii  March.     N.V.  Doc,  VII.,  p.  78. 


If 

i      k! 

\ 
I 

: 

I  '     ■' 

r«i 


i 
I  '. 


I  !i 


•;  M 


*i 


I:  U 


'Hi'    ,.! 


•3^> 


TIIK    lilSIOkV  OK    CANADA. 


[>757 


\i?1i  ■ 


tenderness  and  difficulty."  After  Braddock's  defeat,  the 
Delawarcs  and  Sliawances,  fcclins.^  that  tlic  restraint  liitherto 
exercised  over  thcin  had  been  removed,  were  led  more  easily 
to  listen  to  I'rench  intri<^iie.  They  had  been  ^Ljreatly  excited 
by  the  issue  of  patents  of  lands  which  had  included  much  of 
their  territory,  and  by  the  visible  extension  of  settlement 
pressing  westerh'  upon  them.  They  were  consct[uently  easily 
made  to  believe  that  there  was  a  fixed  design  to  drive  them 
from  their  hunting  grounds.  When,  under  the  impulse  of 
French  parti/.ai\  leaders,  the)-  commenced  their  hf>stile 
expeditions,  it  was  especially  against  tlic  scattered  home- 
steads that  their  wrath  and  revenge  were  directed,  so  that 
re-])ossession  of  ihcir  land  could  be  secured.  Johnsoti 
received  copies  of  the  iiistru<:tioiis  sent  to  sir  Charles  Ilard}- 
on  the  subject,  ami  he  reported*  that  "  th.e  effectual  redress- 
ing those  complaints  strikes  at  the  Interest  (jf  some  of  the 
wealtliiest  and  most  leading  men  in  this  Province,  and  I  fear 
that  infiuence  which  may  be  necessary  t<j  succeed  will  be 
employed  to  obstruct,"  and  that  "applications  on  this  side 
the  water"  would  fall  short  of  the  desired  end.  The  follow- 
ing }'ear -|-  he  brought  to  the  notice  of  the  lords  of  trade  that 
tl.e  Indians  "are  disgusted  and  dissatisfied  with  tlie  extensive 
purchases  of  land,  and  do  thiid<  t'lemseives  injured  thereby." 
The  feeling  generalK'  entertained  b)-  them  was  that  titles  had 
been  ol)tainc(l  without  an\-  eijuivalent  having  l)een  given  ; 
that  the  documents  by  which  rights  had  been  granted,  how- 
ever legal  in  form,  had  been  concetled  b\'  men,  i)reviously 
made  drunk-,  placing  their  mark  to  what  they  tlid  not  under- 
stantl,  or  tliey  had  been  signed  by  parties  without  authorit\- 
to  make  any  cession.  Prisoners  reportetl  that  the}'  had  often 
heard  the  Dckuvares  declare  that  the\'  wouKl  never  leave  off 
killing  the  i'.nglish  while  one  of  them  was  on  their  lands,  out 
of  which  they  had  been  cheated.'  This  ill-feeling  continued 
to  increase.     Even  the  success  of  Forbes  in  regaim'ng  Pitts- 


•  N.Y.  Doc,  \'I1.,  |).  129,  loili  SL-i)lL'mlicr,  1756. 
+  aStli  .Seplcniljcr,  1757.      N.V.   Doc,  \II.,  \\  276. 
t  N.V.  Doc,  VII.,  11.  331. 
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hui"^  in  175S  failed  tcMjuict  the  discontent.  I'lie  Six  Nation.s, 
altliouj^h  returniiiL,^  to  their  former  fricnd.ship  for  Great 
liritaiii,  still  complained  of  "enormous  and  unri<:jhtcoiisly 
obtained  jjatents  for  their  land."  C'onseciucntly,  in  1759,  the 
year  of  Wolfe's  triumph  at  Quebec,*  Johnson  urged  that 
"their  reasonable  and  well-founded  complaints"  should  be 
redressed,  and  limitations  established  to  such  actiuisitions. 
In  l76o,f  Johnson  pleadetl  the  cause  of  the  Mohegan  Indians 
of  Connecticut,  that  the\'  might  be  paid  for  their  lands. 

In  1761,  after  the  capitulation  of  Montreal,  the  legislature 
of  \e\v  \'<)rk  took  ste])S  to  make  grants  on  the  Mohawk, 
and  in  the  neighbcnnhood  of  lake  (ieorge.  The  report  of  the 
lords  of  traile  on  the  subject  was  considered  b)' the  king  in 
council,  in  Xovember.  It  was  there  stated  that  the  cause  of 
Indian  di.^satisfaclion  was  the  "  C'rucll\-  aiul  Injustice  with 
which  they  had  been  treatetl  in  respect  to  their  Inmting 
grounds,"  that  the  Indians  had  yielded  the  dominion,  not  the 
proi)crt}-  of  their  lands.  The  conclusion  was  formed,  that  the 
grant  of  lands  and  the  establishment  of  settlement  before  the 
claim  of  the  Indians  was  satished  were  most  dangerous,  being 
opposed  b\- the  Indians  as  a  violation  of  their  rights.  The 
report  recomniendcd  that  the  pr()[)osed  settlement  should  be 
stopped,  until  the  e\ent  of  the;  war  was  deteiinined,  ar.d  such 
steps  taken  with  respect  to  the  Indian.^  as  wouUl  be  thought 
exnedient.  ;|:     The  consetiucnce  was  that  in    December,  1761, 

•   171!)  May.     N.V.  Dot  ,  VII.,  ]).  377. 

+  N.V.  Doc,  VII.,  i>.  433. 

X  One  paiai;ia]ih  of  this  loport  is  wortliy  of  l)tint;  11,011;  generally  known, 
"  That  the  cxhoibilant  Giants  of  I. amis  which  Governors  and  olliers  have  lieielo- 
foie  made  greatly  to  the  henetit  of  themselves,  hut  very  much  to  the  prejudice  of 
tlie  Interesi.s  of  the  Crown  and  of  ihe  |>eoi)le  in  ijeneral,  have  long  ijeen  the  suliject 
iif  great  (Joinplaint,  and  the  said  Lords  C  immissioneis  cannot  hut  think  that  the 
Lieutenant  Governor  and  Council  would  li.ve  ^llewn  a  greater  regard  to  Vour 
Mi.jesty's  Interest  and  the  welfare  of  tiie  ]iioviiice  in  general,  liy  a  pursuit  of 
such  measures  as  might  have  oi)eralfi'  to  correct  those  aiiuses  ami  remedy  the 
IWih  arising  from  so  improper  a  Conduct  in  iheir  proceedings  in  GovernmeiU  than 
hy  entering  upon  .Measures  for  making  fresii  grants  and  selllements  which  ihey 
liave  great  reason  to  a[)pielieiid  from  information  which  may  be  depended  upon 
are  more  for  the  benefit  of  themselves  and  tiieir    Fat   ilies."     [N.V.  Doc,  VII., 
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instiiictions  were  scut  to  the  f^overnors  of  ?\ova  Scotia,  New 
Hampshire,  New  York,  Viii,niiia,  Xorth  Carolina,  South 
Carolina  and  Gcort^ia,  rorbiddin;,,^  thcni  to  i;rant  lands  or  make 
settlements,  which  miijht  inlerft-rc  with  the  Indians  horderint^j 
on  those  colom'es. 

On  the  conclusion  of  the  defnn'tivc  treat}',  the  lords  oftratle 
informed  Johnsoif'-'  that  the  determination   had  been  formerl 


to  pcrnn't  no 


;ran 


Is  of  lantl  within   the  fixed  b 


ounds  o 


f  ti 


le 


Indian   territory,  under  pretence  of  purchase,  or  an\'  pretext 


whatever,  and 


that 


a  proclamation   woult 


1  be  issuetl  on   the 


su 


bject. 
Jol 


inson  writiuL;'  in   September,  176^,  represented   the   l'i\e 
i(jns  as  remainiuLf  discontented  on  account  of  the    land 


\at 

encroachments,  especialb-  the  Moha 

ibl 


wks  by-  the  "  unconscion- 
ible  uraiit  called  Ka\'adarosseras  ■'-  alias  ()ueensborou<'h,  like- 


wise  on 


tl 


daim    of   liie    corporation    of    .\lban\'  on    fort 


Hunter,  anil    b\'  L 
J 


i\'ni'. 


ton    and    others    on    C'ana)oharic.' 


ohnson,  when   L;i\ini;'  a  L;cneral   report  on 


the  subject  after 


the 


l)eace  o 


f  I  76 


/' 


made  wi 


th  tl 


u.>  western   Indians,  dwelt  upon 


the 


e  necesMtv  ot  steps  beniu"  taken  to  satis|\-  tlie 


Six  Xat 


ions. 


Some  months  ])re\iously  'hey  had  warned  two  families,  who 
had  established   themselves  on  one  of  these  patents,  to  leave, 


)■>.  474.J  (liivoninr  Colileii  rL-|ilicii  lo  this  reuKuk  lp|'- 49I -49.11  lieiiyiiiL;  that  lie 
was  iiileiesteil  in  any  way  in  llie  purcliase  of  [ii.liaii  laiiils  ami  that  lie  liaJ  nut 
"so  nuicli  as  an  inclination  '"  to  he  so. 

*  51I1  .Aiimisi,  1765.     N'.N'.  Doc,  \'1I..  |i.  s;,5. 

t  Kayailrossera  was  the  tract  of  land  west  of  the  Ilmlson  at  Saiatoga,  tlie 
scene  of  lUntjoynes  disaster.  The  Hudson  towards  (ilenn's  I'alls  takes  a  bend 
and  runs  from  the  west  for  thirty  miles  when  the  stream  a^^ain  descends  sciith- 
wanily.  This  easterly  course  of  the  river  forme<l  the  norlliern  houmlary  of  the 
tract  wliieli  e.Kteiided  sonllnvanis  to  about  lake  .Sarato^ja.  It  contained  half  a 
million  of  acres.  I'orl  Ilmilerwas  situated  at  the  Mohawk  Hats,  aboul  sixteen 
miles  from  .Schenectady  at  the  inoulh  c)f  Schoi.arie  creek.  It  was  occupied  by  a 
small  parly  of  troops  as  late  as  1756.  The  corporation  of  .Albany  had  obtained 
a  deed  of  the  Mohawk  Hats  some  years  previously  by  makiiij^  some  of  the  chiefs 
drunk  and  by  other  unfair  niean>.  They  in  ide  110  attempt  to  dispossess  the 
Indians,  but  there  was  the  constant  threat  of  their  doini;  so.  Canajoharic  was  on 
the  Mohawk,  about  eit;hleen  miles  further  west,  beini;  thiriy-four  miles  from 
Schenecta<ly  and  (orty-four  from  I'lica. 

i  N.V.  !.><c.,VII.,  p.  561. 
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and  had  received  for  an  an.swcr,  that  "  a  number  of  persons 
in  Power  in  New  York  were  conccrnet  therein,  &  would  make 
t,food  their  Possession  &  (according;-  to  the  silly  independ'  stile 
often  used  here)  should  the  Kini,^  order  them  off  the\'  would 
nevertheless  remain."  Johnson  hesitated  to  take  let^^al  pro- 
cecdint^s  "  because  so  many  persons  are  interested  in  it,  6t 
particularly  the  principal  Lawyers  of  this  Province,  whose 
influence  &  authorit\'  in  this  Country  can  be  full)'  shewn. 
Amoni^st  whom,  I  shall  not  scruple  to  affirm,  are  some  of 
the  most  selfish  ami  interested  persons  in  His  Majestx-'s 
Oominions."  What  Johnson  fearetl  was,  that  the  doctrine 
that  "A  Patent  is  <;ood  in  Law"  would  lead  to  a  decision 
against  the  Lidians,  and  the  consequence  would  be  the 
serious  disccjntent  arising  among  them.  One  feature  of  these 
fraudulent  transactions  was  the  secrecy  with,  which  the  grant 
was  kiji)t,  being  utterly  unknown  \nitil  it  was  expedient  to 
make  it  public.  It  had  been  the  custom  of  the  land  jobbers, 
on  learning  the  situation  of  a  desirable  tract  of  land,  to 
obtain  b\-  the  aid  of  some  presents  to  Indians  well  primed 
with  lic|Uor  their  signatures  to  a  deed,  and  the  first  thing 
known  of  its  existence  was  when  it  was  acted  upon. 

the  Indian  was  exlremeh' 


he  imperial   policy   protecting 


ne 


.\l 


lan 


unpopulai'  in   the   I^ritish    [)ni\inces. 
contended   that  the  management  of  the  Iiul 
rest  with  the  pro\ince,  with  agents  dispersed  tl 
countrv.* 


bail)'  politicians 
ands  should 


ntiU'jhout  the 


'h 


tlis 


part 


e  proclamation  was  conseciuently  rece'ved  witli  extreme 
favoni',    and   was    represented    as    an    interference   on    tl 
the  imperial  governmeiU  with  proN'iiicial  rights.     'I'lu 


le 


evil  effect  of  the  enmitx'  of  the  Indians  w.is  th 


I..I 


iiisoii   prococ'ls   to  iianau-   tlie  tout-  taken  on   this   iiccasion   bv  lln'  men  Id 


ol'dUvllU-  lost 


wliom  ho  alluiles 


111 


'ieijnl  11 


Tl 


are  not  nocessaiv.  no 


onis  ilaie  suspect  llieir  Loyally,  iV  tliuy  c 


CiHvaiil   in  tlio  three 
he  of   no  use  Imt   to  clieck  the 


I' 


They  aihl  tli.it  then  tl 
le 


'li.ins  will 


consume  lilve  a 


M 


iieli  snow, 


iv    no    l',n<]uiiy   he    ni.ule    coiieeniin;^    laiiils     1 


latenleil    iV 


(i    60    veais    a^'o. 


J<ih 


nsoii  pro] 


hesied,  unilei'  sneh  a  tieatinent,  "the 


I  ml 


lans  would  soon  he  oolidijet 


lircd 


to   redress   themselves   &    thereby  convhiee    the  public    ot    the    success    of   such 
.Hiliitixry  |>/(]  measures  "     N.V.  iJoc,  \TI.,  pp.  7'.v4- 
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sight  of,  and  thcMc  arose  a  recklessness  of  the  future,  which 
the  teaching  of  tlie  three  previous  years  in  no  way  checked. 
It  was  infinitely  more  probable  that  in  any  provincial  war, 
a  Hradstreet,  not  a  J^ouquet,  would  rise  into  prominence. 
With  all  men  in  positions  of  responsibilit}-,  it  became  evident 
that  the  mischievous  pretension  to  obtain  Indian  lands  at  any 
cost  must  be  checkctl.  Thus,  the  protection  of  the  Indian 
from  aggression  being  the  key-note  of  the  proclamation,  it 
resolutely  dealt  with  the  emergency.  Governors  were  for- 
bidden to  grant  arrants  of  survey  beyond  their  respective 
governments  ;  no  private  man  could  purchase  land  from  the 
Indians.  It  was  from  the  government  oid}'  that  Indian  lands, 
with  a  legal  title,  could  be  obtained,  the  government  first 
having  securctl  by  tri-at\'  a  legal  transfer  <jf  the  tract  on 
terms  satisfactory  to  the  triije  ceding  it. 

It  is  a  proof  of  the  wisdom  and  justice  of  these  provisions 
that  the  principle  then  laid  down  has  always  been  acted 
on  in  the  Oueen's  dominion.  In  the  north-west  at  this  date 
it  is  enforced.  It  is  from  the  observance  of  this  just  and 
righteous  pro\ision  that  tumult  and  turmoil  have  been  avoided 
since  the  coiupiest.  It  was  from  thi;  tlrst  denounced  by  the 
old  British  provinces,  and  no  little  aided  to  that  unfrienillx' 
feeling  towards  the  trcjops  which  led  them  to  refuse  even 
shelter  and  assistance  to  them  when  engaged  in  fighting  their 
battles. 

I  have  given  in  some  iletail  a  narrative  of  the  causes  which 
led  to  the  pmclamation,  for  it  is  necessary  to  establish  that  it 
was  not  a  merely  impulsixe  act  of  legislation  occasioned  by 
the  Indian  outbreak  of  1763;  but  on  the  contrary,  that  it  was 
the  result  of  a  deliberate  policy  conceived  in  the  desire  to 
establish  order  and  justice,  and  to  lead  to  a  [)ermanent  settle- 
ment of  disputes,  which  each  month  were  increasing  in 
importa-'ice  It  is  not  im[)ossible  that  the  destruction  of  the 
we ■',■11  po^  '  e.Kcrcised  its  influence  in  establishing  the  neces- 
sitv  f)f  some  protective  legislation  to  be  made  known  without 
further  delay.  The  necessity  lor  tlefining  the  province  of 
Quebec  and  providing  for  the  civil  government  furnished  the 
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opportunity  for  its  promulgation.  I  cannot  but  think  it 
would  have  been  wiser  to  have  kept  the  two  acts  distinct  ; 
for,  being  included  in  the  proclamation  that  defined  Quebec 
as  a  British  province,  these  Indian  land  regulations  became 
to  some  extent  identified  with  its  political  existence,  and  did 
not  create  friendly  feelings  towards  the  new  province.  Ikit 
of  the  justice,  the  honesty,  the  expediency,  and  the  necessity 
for  such  legislation,  there  can  be  no  doubt. 
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I'.Y     IIIK    KlNC. 

A  PROCLAMATION. 

CJICORdK    R. 

\ViiEKK.\s  We  have-  tnkcii  into  Our  Royal  consideralion  the  extensive  and 
valuable  acquisition  in  America,  secured  to  <)iir  Crown  i>y  the  late  definitive 
Treaty  of  I'eace,  concluded  at  i'aris,  the  tenth  day  of  I'ehiuary  last  ;  and  being 
desirous  that  all  our  loviuj.;  subjects,  as  well  as  our  Kingdoms,  as  of  our  Colonies  in 
America,  may  avail  themselves  with  all  convenient  speed  of  the  'eat  benefits  and 
advantages  which  must  accrue  therefrom  to  their  commerce,  in.inufactures  and 
navigation;  We  have  thought  tit,  with  the  advice  of  our  I'rivy  Council,  to  issue 
this  our  Royal  I'roclamatioii,  hereby  to  publish  and  declare  to  all  our  loving 
subjects,  tliat  We  have,  witli  the  advice  of  our  said  I'rivy  (Council,  granted  our 
Letters  Patent  under  our  Great  Seal  of  (beat  Britain,  to  erect  within  the  Countries 
and  Islands,  ceded  and  conlirnied  to  Us  by  the  said  Treaty,  four  distinct  and 
separate  Governments,  styled  and  calleil  l)y  the  names  of  (,>trK.iiKC,  Easi'  Florida, 
Wkst  1''i,<ji<11)A,  and  tiRICNADA,  and  limited  and  bounded  as  follows,  viz.: 

Firstly.  The  Government  of  Qiii-Zur,  bounded  on  the  I.abvador  Coast,  by  the 
River  Saint  John,  and  from  thence  by  a  line  drawn  from  the  head  of  that  River, 
through  the  lake  Saint  Join,  to  the  .South  end  of  lake  Nipissim  ;  from  whence  the 
said  line  crossing  the  river  Saint  Lawrenw,  and  the  lake  Cluimplain  in  forty-five 
degrec¥>  "f  North  latitude,  passes  along  the  high  lands  which  divide  the  rivers  that 
empty  themselves  into  the  said  river  Saint  Lawrence  from  those  which  fall  into 
the  sea,  and  also  along  the  Xorth  coast  of  the  Bay  des  Chaleurs,  and  the  coast 
of  the  Gulf  of  Saint  J.a'wn-nce,  to  Cape  Kosiers,  and  from  thence  crossing  the 
mouth  of  the  river  Saint  /MTvreme,  by  the  West  end  of  the  Island  of  .-/«//tv.i/j', 
terminates  at  the  aforesaid  river  Saint  John. 

Secondly.  The  Government  of  I'iast  l-'lorida. 

**♦**«« 

Thirdly,   The  GiiverninnU  of  West  Florida. 

Fourthly,   The  (iovernment  of  Grenada. 

•  «**•*» 

And  to  the  eml  that  the  o]ien  and  free  Fishery  of  our  subjects  may  be  extended 
10,  and  carried  on  upiui  the  coast  of  Labrador,  and  the  adjacent  Islands,  we  have 
thought  lit,  with  the  advice  of  our  said  I'rivy  Council,  to  put  all  that  coast,  from 
the  River  .Saint  John  to  //W.vi)//'.s  .Streighls,  together  with  the  Islands  o(  Anti- 
iosty  and  Madeleine,  and  all  smaller  islands  lying  upon  the  said  coast  untler  the 
care  and  inspection  of  our  (iovernor  lA  A'ew/otindland. 

We  have  also,  with  the  advice  of  our  Fiivy  Council,  thought  fit  to  annex  the 
Islands  of  .SV;//// /<'//;/ and  Cape  L'reton,  or  Isle  Royale,\\\\\\  the  lesser  Islands 
adjacent  thereto,  to  our  (iovernment  of  .Xova  Seotia. 
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And  whereas  it  will  greatly  attribute  to  tlie  speedy  seltlinj^  our  said  new 
(jovernmeuts  th.it  our  lnvin;;  suKjecls  should  he  iuformed  of  our  Paternal  care 
for  the  security  of  the  lilieily  and  properties  of  those  who  are,  and  shall  heconie 
inhahitfints  thereof;  we  have  thouj^ht  fit  to  ])ul)]ish  and  declare  liy  this  our 
Proclnnialion,  that  we  have,  in  the  Letters  I'atent  under  oui  Oreat  Seal  of  Great 
Jiritain,  by  which  the  said  (iovernnients  are  constituted,  given  express  |)ower 
and  direction  to  our  (jovernors  of  our  said  colonies  respectively,  that  so  soon  as 
the  state  and  circumstance  of  the  said  colonies  will  admit  thereof,  ihey  shall  with 
liie  advice  and  consent  of  the  Members  of  our  Council,  summon  and  call  general 
assemblies  within  the  said  Ciovernments  respectively  in  such  manner  and  form  as 
is  used  and  directed  in  those  colonies  and  provinces  in  ^liihiiiii,  which  are  under 
our  immediate  government  ;  and  we  have  also  given  power  to  the  said  Governors, 
with  the  consent  of  our  said  Councils  and  the  Representatives  of  the  ])eople,  so  to 
be  summoneil  as  aforesaid,  to  maUe,  couslitiite,  and  ordain  Laws,  Statutes  and  Ordi- 
nances for  the  public  ]ieace,  welfare  and  good  government  of  our  said  colonies,  and 
of  the  people  and  inhabitants  thereof,  as  near  as  may  be  agreeable  to  the  Laws 
of  l:.ii;^l(mJ,  and  under  such  regulations  and  restrictions  as  are  used  in  other 
colonies  j  and  in  the  meantime,  and  until  such  assemblies  can  be  called  as  afore- 
said, all  persons  inhabiting  in  or  resorting  to  our  said  colonies  may  confide  in 
our  royal  jnotection  for  the  enjoyment  of  the  benelit  of  the  Laws  of  our  Realm 
of  Kiv^land  :  for  which  inupose,  we  have  given  power  under  our  (Ireat  Seal  to 
tlie  (iovernors,  of  our  said  colonies  respectively,  to  erect  and  constitute,  with  the 
advice  of  our  said  Councils,  respectively  courts  of  Juilicature  and  public  justice 
within  our  said  colonies,  for  the  hearing  and  determining  all  causes,  as  well 
criminal  as  civil,  according  to  Law  and  Lcpiity,  and  as  near  as  may  be,  agreeable 
to  the  Laws  of  I'jigland  with  liberty  to  all  jiersons,  who  may  think  themselves 
aggrieved  by  the  sentence  of  such  courts,  in  all  civil  cases  to  appeal,  under  the 
usual  limitations  and  restrictions,  to  us,  in  our  I'rivy  Council. 

We  have  also  thought  fit  with  the  advice  of  our  I'rivy  Council  as  aforesaid,  to 
give  unto  the  Governors  and  Councils  of  our  said  three  new  colonies  u[)on  the 
continent,  full  power  and  authority  to  settle  and  agree  with  the  inhabitants  of  our 
said  new  colonies,  or  any  other  [lerson  who  shall  resort  thereto,  for  such  lands, 
tenements  and  hereditaments,  as  are  now  or  hereafter  shall  be,  in  our  jiower  to 
dispose  of  and  them  to  grant  to  any  such  person  or  persons  upon  such  terms  and 
under  such  nrodeiate  ijuit  rents,  services  and  acknowdedgmenis  as  have  been 
appointed  and  settled  in  other  colonies,  and  under  such  other  conditiors  as  shall 
appear  to  us  to  be  necessary  and  expedient  for  the  advantage  of  the  grantees  and 
improvement  pud  settlement  of  our  said  colonies. 

x\nd  whereas  we  are  de>irous  upon  all  occasions  to  testify  our  loyal  sense  and 
approbation  of  the  conduci  and  bravery  of  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  our  armies, 
and  to  reward  the  same  ;  We  do  hereby  connnend  and  impower  our  Governors  of 
our  said  three  new  Colonies,  and  other  our  (iovernors  of  (Uir  several  provinces  of 
the  continent  of  North  -America,  to  grant  witliout  fee  or  rewani,  to  such  reduceil 
officers  and  soldiers  as  have  served  in  North  America  during  the  late  war  and  are 
actually  resiiling  there  and  shall  personally  apply  for  the  same  the  following 
quantities  of  land,  subject  at  the  expiration  of  ten  years  to  the  same  (juit  lents  as 
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other  lands  are  subject  to  in  the  province  within  which  tliey  are  j»'''i'i''-"il,  as  alsix 
suhject  to  llie  same  conilitions  of  cultivation  and  iniprovement,  vi/,. : 

To  every  person  liaving  the  rank  of  Field  Officer 5,000  acres. 

To  every  Captain 3,000      " 

To  every  Subaltern  or  Staff  Ofllcer 2,000      " 

To  every  non  commissioned  Officer 200      " 

To  every  i)rivate  man   . . , 50      " 

We  do  likewire  authorize  and  recpiire  the  Oovernors  and  ('oinmanders  in  chief 
of  all  our  said  colonies  upon  the  continent  of  A'or//i  Aiii,i iKi  lo  yrant  the  like 
<|uantilies  of  land,  and  upon  the  same  conditions,  lo  such  reduced  officers  of  our 
navy  of  like  rank,  as  served  on  board  our  ships  of  war  in  Xorth  America  at  the 
time  of  the  reduction  of /,ij///j7',w;x'' and  Qntbi\,\\\  the  late  war,  and  who  shall 
personally  apply  to  our  resjiective  Governors  for  such  grants. 

And  whereas  it  is  just  and  reasonable  and  essential  to  our  interest,  and  the 
security  of  our  colonies,  that  the  several  nations  or  trilies  of  iudiain  with  whom 
we  are  connected,  and  who  live  un<ler  our  protection,  should  not  be  molested  or 
disturbed  in  the  possession  of  such  parts  of  our  dominions  and  territories  as,  not 
having  been  ceded  to  us  are  reserved  to  them,  or  any  of  them,  as  their  hunting 
grounds;  we  do  therefore  with  the  advice  of  our  Privy  Council  declare  it  to  he 
our  Koyal  will  and  pleasure  that  no  (Jovernor  or  Commander  in  Chief,  in  any  of  our 
Colonies  of  Qiiehec,  luisl  I'lorida  or  Wat  Florida,  do  presume  upon  any  pretence 
whatever,  to  grant  warrants  of  survey,  or  pass  any  Patents  for  lands  beyond  the 
bounds  of  their  respective  Governments,  as  described  in  their  commissions  ;  as  also 
that  no  (ioveruor  or  Commander  in  chief  of  our  other  colonies  or  plantations  in 
America,  do  presume  for  the  present,  and  until  our  further  ]ileasure  be  known,  to 
grant  warrants  of  survey,  or  pass  any  Patents  for  lands  beyond  the  heads  or 
sources  of  any  of  the  rivers  which  fall  into  the  Atlantic  Ocean  from  the  West  or 
North  West  ;  or  upon  any  lands  whatever,  which  not  having  been  ceded  to,  or 
purchased  by  us,  as  aforesaid  are  reserved  to  the  said  Indians  or  any  of  them. 

And  we  do  further  declare  it  to  be  our  Royal  will  and  pleasure  for  the  present 
as  aforesaid  to  reserve  under  our  sovereignty,  protection  and  dominion,  for  the  use 
of  the  said  Indians,  all  the  land  and  territories  not  included  within  the  limits  of 
the  territory  granted  to  the  //luison's  Iniy  Coiiifiaiiy  ;  as  also  all  the  land  and 
territories  lying  to  the  Westward  of  the  sources  of  the  rivers  which  fall  into  the 
sea  from  the  VVest  or  North  West  as  aforesaid  ;  and  we  <lo  hereby  strictly  forbid 
on  pain  of  our  displeasure  all  our  loving  subjects  from  making  any  purchases  or 
settlements  whatsoever,  or  taking  possession  of  any  of  the  lands  above  reserved, 
without  our  s])ecial  leave  and  license  for  that  ])urpose  first  obtained. 

And  we  do  further  strictly  enjoin  and  re<|uiie  all  persons  whatsoever,  who  have 
either  willfully  [•</,■]  or  inadvertently  seatetl  themselves  upon  any  lands  within 
the  countries  above  described  or  upon  any  other  lan<ls  which  not  having  been 
ceded  to  or  purchased  by  us,  are  still  reserved  to  the  said  Indians  aforesaid, 
fortwith  \sii\  to  remove  themselves  from  such  settlements. 

And  wdiereas  great  frauds  and  abuses  have  been  coininilted  in  the  purchasing 
lands  of  the  Indians  to  the  great  prejudice  of  our  interests,  and  lo  the  great 
dissatisfaction  of  the  said  Indians;  in  order  therefore  ti)  prevent  such  irregularities 
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for  the  futuif,  ami  to  the  iini\  tlint  the  Indians  may  he  innvinced  ofoiir  justice  ami 
deter 


d 


resolution  to  remove  all  reasonable  cau-e  ul  disconien 


jfdi 


iient.  We  d 


o,  with 


the  advice  of  our  I'rivy  C'ouncil,  strictly  enjoin  and  re(|uire  that  no  private  person 
do  presume  to  make  any  purchase  from  the  si 


ul  ln<li 


lans  oi  anv  lands  reserved  10 


the  said  Indians  within  iliose  parts  of  our  c<>h)nies  where  we  have  thought 
proper  to  allow  settlement  ;  liul  if  at  any  lime  any  of  the  said  Indians  >liould  be 
ilHline<l  to  dispose  of  the  said  Lands,  the  same  shall  l)e  purchased  only  for  u-,  in 
our  name,  at  some  jiuhlic  meeliiii;  or  assembly  of  the  said  Indians,  lo  be  held  for 
that  purpose  i>y  the  (Jovernor  or  Commander  in  Chief  of  our  colony  respectively, 

case  they  shall   lie  within  the  limits  of  any 


within  which  thev 


shall 


md 


l)roprielaries,  conformable  lo  such  directions  and   inslruclions  as  we  or  they  .^hall 

purpose  ;  and  we  do,  by  ihe  advice  of  our   I'rivy 

d 


thi 


proper  to   t;ive   for  that 


Council,  declare  and   e 


nj( 


that  the  trade  uilli  ihe  said  Indians  sli 


be  fri 


)pen  to  all  our  subji'cls  whatever,  provided  that  every  iierson 


may  incline  to 


trade  with  ll 


le  sail 


ll 


ins,  do  take  out  a  license  for  can  vinij  on  such  I 


raile  hoiii 


the  C 


>veriior  or  <  dinmander   in   clue 
^1 


f  of  any  of  our  colonies  respeclivelv,  where 

b: 


such  person  shall  reside,  and  also  i;ive  securily  lo  observe  such  rei;nlations  as  w 


ill  at 


anv  lime  iliinl. 


lit    by 


ourselves  or  commissai  les 


to  be  ap 


poi 


iited  for  th 


irposcto  direct  and  ap|)oiiit  for  the  lieiiefit  ol  the  said  trade;  and  we  do  hereby 


aiulioi  i/e,  eiijdi 


ind   reiiuiie  Ihe  1  iovei  nors  and  Cunimandeis  in  chief  of  all 


our 

colonies    respeclivelv,  as  well   those  under  our  iinincdiatc    f;overiimenl,   as  those 
under  the  (government  and  diieclioii  of  |iroprielaiies,  to  i^rant  such  licenses  without 


tee  or  reward 
shall  be  \o\A, 


taki 


lit;  espeei 
tl 


al  care  lo  insert    therein  a  coiidilion   ihal    such  li 


le  securi 


ty  fcufeited. 


case  the  i)ersoii  lo  whom   ilie  same  is 


i;raiilcd  shall  refuse  or  neglecl  to  observe  such  regulations  as  we  shall  think  proper 
lo  presciibe  as  aforesaiil. 


uid  we  do 


furll 


er  expressly  enjoin   and   re>|uire  all  ofiicers  whalever,  as  wcl 


military  as  those  employed   in  the  inaiiafjeinenl 


direction  of  the  I 


in  the  territories  reserved  as  aforesaid  for  the  use  of  the  said  India 


ndian  affairs 
lis,  to  seize 


and  apple 


■lieiid  all  persons  whatever  wiio  standing;  chartjed  willi  ti 


eason,  mispiisiuii 


)f  treason,  murder  or  oilier  fehuiies,  or  misilemeanors,  shall   lly  from  justice  and 


take  refut^e  in   the  said  ternloiy, 


d   t 


o  seiui   ihem   under  a  pi<i|ier  guard   to  the 


colony  where  llie  crime  was  com 
to  lake  their  trial  lor  the  same. 


milled  of  which  lli<.-v  shall  stand  accused,  in  orde 


(liven  at  our  ('ouit  at  S/. /iiinix'x  the  7lh  day 
of   ()ctol)er.   one    thousand   seven  hundred    and 


Uv-lh 


ree  111  the 


ihinl 


year  of  our  reign 
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CHAPTER  II. 


'    > 


The  duty  of  tlie  new  j^ovcnior  w.is  siifficieiUl}'  responsible. 
It  entailed  not  only  the  enactnuMit  of  technical  law  and  form 
of  procedure,  in  tlicniselves  of  the  hiL,du'st  importance;  it  like- 
wise exacted  the  delicate  obli<;ation  of  re-cstablishin;;  in  the 
newly  constituted  province,  the  amenities  of  social  life  with 
the  accoini)anyin_Lj  teachings  of  civilizatit)n.  There  had  never 
e.xistcd  entire  certaint)'  that  Canada  would  remain  a  British 
pf)ssession,  and  to  the  last,  man)-  Canadians   liatl    hoped   it 


mi 


:jrht   be  restored   to   !'' ranee.     The  ad  i/ifrri 


hai 


III  t^overnment 
1  been  one  of  expedii'ncx',  havinj^  been  considered  as  only 
temporarib'  existing;  until  the  final  fate  of  the  pro\ince  would 
be  placed  beyond  dispute.  The  representatives  of  liritish 
power  had  met  this  emergenc)-  by  L^ivin.!.;'  lull  consideration 
to  the  habits  and  manners  of  the  new  sul)jects,  whose  lives 
and  fortun(;s  the\'  had  to  protect,  and  their  administration 
of  the   law  had   been   accepted   by  the   Canadians   in   a   lo\-al 


and    unexceptional  I  \- 


<>■( )( )( 


1    spirit.      All    was    now  changed 


there  was  no  longer  uncertaint\-  as  to  the  future.  Canada 
had  become  a  part  of  the  British  dominions  ;  and  it  was  the 
duty  of  the  rulers  to  establish  firm  principles  of  govermnent, 


and  to  fix  s 


olidl\-  the  bases  ol 


aw  and  oidi-r  ni   cu'il 


lif< 


e,  so 


that  the  future  shouM  be  (jne  of  prospcrit} 


and  lia])puiess. 


I'^ench    Canada    1 


lad 


.•ft 


!)chmd    no    political    tradition.s. 


There  was  no  trace  of  that  personal  libert>-  which,  with  all  its 
imperfections,  has  been  the  vital  principle  of  the  British  con- 
stitution. The  SN'stem  had  been  one  of  centralization,  with 
the  concenti'alion  of  power  in  the  persons  of  the  governor 
and  intendant.  Neither  the  militar)-  nor  civil  administration 
extended  an_\-  rights  to  the  individual.  There  were  only  two 
active  principles  to  which  tradition  could  appeal:  religion  and 
the  civil   law,  and   both   furnished   in  a  certain  measure  their 
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share  of  difficult}'.  Tlie  former,  not  in  the  matter  of  the 
I)crsoiial  profession  of  faith,  but  by  the  coiitiiuiaiicc  of  tlic 
law.s  to  extend  to  the  church  rcco<j[iii 7.ed  hfe,  and  to  proviile 
for  the  cler;4y  the  means  of  subsistence,  'llic  ancient  hiw  by 
its  identification  with  the  customs,  habits,  propert)-,  and 
protection  from  wroni;  and  injury  of  all  who  remained  under 
the  new  j^overnment,  enforced  the  embarrassin<f  duty  of  dcter- 
miin'njr  to  what  extent  it  should  be  maintained  unchantfed  ; 
or  be  modified,  to  be  brouj^ht  into  iiarmon)'  with  British  insti- 
tutions. The  proclamation  of  the  treaty  f)f  peace  was  the 
commencement  of  the  new  s\'stem,  bv  which  ])ersonal  libcrtv 
and  pro.t:jress  were  to  be  safcc,Hiarded  :  when  differences  (.f 
political  thought  were  t,)  be  ^^overned  by  law  and  reason  ; 
when  the  humblest  of  the  new  subjects  was  to  be  assured 
against  arbitrary  interference  with  his  rights;  when  property- 
was  to  be  held  sacred  against  spoliation,  and  when  the  field 
in  which  reward  was  attainable  by  merit,  was  to  be  tiirown 
open  to  labour,  enterprise,  and  probity. 

These  were  the  ends,  the  establishment  of  which  the  first 
governor-in-chief  had  never  to  put  out  of  sight,  and  which  he 
should  make  every  righteous  effort  to  attain. 

.Shortly  after  the  arrival  of  the  news  of  peace,  a  mutiny 
broke  out  at  Quebec  which  for  a  few  hours  threatened  to  lead 
to  disaster,  and  was  only  quieted  through  the  firmness  and 
ability  of  Murray.  It  aro.se  out  of  the  general  order  of  the 
iSth  of  .September,  1763,  that  the  troops  were  henceforth  to 
pay  fourpence  per  day  for  the  rations,  which  hitherto  they 
had  received  at  the  cost  of  the  government.  After  roll-call, 
when  the  orders  were  read,  the  troo])s  "  assembled  to  a  man  " 
\\  ithout  arms,  opposite  the  governor's  house,  and  expressetl 
their  dissatisfaction.  There  was  no  tumult,  only  that  a  few 
of  the  liritish  residents  of  Quebec  who  saw  fit  to  interfere, 
and  upbraided  the  troops  for  their  conduct,  were  ])cltcd  with 
stones.  Some  officers,  who  after  hearing  of  the  disturbance 
had  come  to  the  spot  to  appease  the  men,  on  the  exhibition 
of  this  violence  drew  their  swords,  upon  which  the  troops 
rushed  to  their  barracks,  seized   their  arms,  and  w  ith  tlrums 
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bcatiiiL;   maiclu'il   tnwards  Saiiil   Inlm's  iiatc,  with   tlic  iiilcii- 


tioii  nt  IcaviiVf^Mhc  cit\ .  Murray  went  ainoiiij  Ihcin  pcrsoiially 
to  appeal  ti)  llicm.ulifii  llicy  ilnlaicil  tliat  llicy  would  man  li 
to  sir    h'TfciA'  Auilicrst   ;ukI   lav  <io\vii   tlicir  .iiins  at   iiis  feet. 


Til 


c    men    spolce    hi 


■hh 


Ih 


en 


ri'iccr! 


aim 


with    ijrcat 


respect  ;    there  was    not  a  single  man    amoiii;   them    driinU 


th 


cy  were  mad  with  ra^a' 


aeutenan 


t  M 


Ills,  the  town  major, 


manaj^ed  to  close  the  i^ate.  I'ears  were  now  entertained, 
that  in  tlieir  desperation  they  mij^lu  plunder  the  town. 
Murray  induced  them  t<>  maich  to  the  parade  L,M'oiind  on  the 
csplanail  v\hich  adjoins  the  i^ate  at  iiL;ht  ani,des;  he  there 
adilresscd  them,  called  upon  them  to  return  to  the  barracks 
and  to  behave  as  sokliers.  Strange  to  relate,  the  s^uards  were 
mounted  as  usual. 

Murray  assembled  the  officers  and  non-commissioned 
officers,  and  rt;presented  to  them  the  unhappy  C(jnse(iueiK\!S 
to  the  kinj^'s  service,  should  news  of  the-  mutiny  reach  the 
other  _L;arrisons,  and,  orderini;"  a  general  parade,  a^ain  addressed 
the  men.  Ihey  made  stron;^'  protestation  of  their  loyalty 
and  of  their  personal  reL;ard  for  their  officeis  ;  but,  at  the  same 
.'clareil   that  tlu-v  would    not  submit   to  the  slo)> 


tinu 


hev  lit 


pa.L;e  of   their   pa)'.      .Murra\'  appealed   to   them   to   return   li 


barracks,  and   uiideilook   to   la\'  tl 


u-ir 


'rievances    before  the 


fjeneral.  The  ni,L,dil  passed  without  further  disturbance.  On 
the  succeediuL;'  da)-,  the  20th  of  .September,  .Murra)-  aijain 
called  the  officers  tooether,  and  pointi'd  out  that  it  was 
nece.ssar)-  to  reduce  the  troo])s  to  obedience,  or  perish  in  the 
attempt.  Success  on  the  part  of  the  mutineers  in  Quebec 
meant  uni\ersal  rexoll  thiouL;houl  .Amerika.  It  was  proposed 
that  the  oilicers  should  endeax'our  to  use  expostulation,  to 
exerci.se  their  personal   ninuence,  ami 


l)\-  miUI  measures  lead 


the  men  back  to  their  dutw     This   ])(M-suasion   had   no  clTect. 
In   the  afternoon.   .Murr,i\-  haviiiL 


heard   that  some   snjns   o 


contrition  were  beiuL;'  shewn,  ordered  a  i;eneral  parade  under 
arms  at  ten  o'clock  the  followini;-  mornin;^",  the  2  ist.  When 
the  parade  was  formed,  Murra)'  read  the  articles  of  war. 
The  conclusion   of   the  scene  will   be   best   t(jld   in   his  own 
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wni'ds:  "After  paiiitini;'  in  llu-  best  maiiiu'r  I  could,  the 
ciKirmit)' of  tlu'ir  criiiu;,  I  di-claicd  in\'  I'lxcd  icsohitiou  \\itl\ 
in\'  raithfiil  olViccrs  to  ol)li;4c  tlicm  to  siiUinit  or  ihmtsIi  in  the 


altcinpt 


we  I 


It  to  the  lu;a(I  of  Amherst's  (jreiiadiers  cletei- 


miiied   to  put    to  (K'atli   the   t'lrst    man    who  refused    to  ohi-y. 
Thank  (iod  I  was  not  reduced  to  that   hoiiid  nciessily.      'I'he 
mi)an\-  stil)initted,  and    marc  lied    betwixt    the    two 


W  noU;     coin] 


To 


\al   colours   placed    for  that   puipose.       The  who 


lollowed 


their  example,  and   1  restoreil   the  battalions  to  their  colour' 


The  behaxiour  of  officers  and  non-comm 


is-,11  Hiec 


1  (.fl 


icers  was 


ailnnrable. 


Thus  the  nuitin\'  endei 


II 


id  It  been  treated 


w  I 


th  less  jud<;inent  and  courai^i',  it  would  h.ive  penetrated  the 


will )!(•  i( lice  serx'ni'i  ni 


N 


oi-tn 


A 


mcrica. 


he   order   loi'  the   stop|)a.L;e  ot   pay   was   issued   when   th( 


tr 


oops  were  n 


1  I  he  fii'ld  under  iioiiMiict,  advancinij  to  the  Ohio 


his  defeat   of  the    huliaiis  at    Bushy  run   haviii;^   taken   plac 


Th 


ose  wUo  issued 


only  a  Ccw  weeks  previous  to  tiie  mutiny 

it  doubtless  acted   on  the  i)rin(  i])le,  that  econoiii}'  was   called 

f. 


or   ni  the  national  hn.inces. 

tl 


iie\' set  out  of  \  iew  the  extra- 


va;^ant  pensions  ^iveii  I))- the  court  to  its  partisans,  whose  sole 


claim   was  their  pliant   servilit}' 


nd   that  at  this  ver\-  time 


political  service,  pnn'ided   it  was  acceptable  to  the  kini;,  wa- 
rewarded  by  emoluments  which  at  this  da)-,  even   takins^^  intc 


account  the  sjreat    reduction 


le   value    ot    nioiiev,  wduIiI 


appear  eiiornious. 


W 


e  must  al 


tl 


look  111)011  the  sjoverninent  ot 


these  years  with  bcwiklerment,  as  we  read  the  record  of  its 
extrava<,raiice  ami  folly  in  tin;  purlieus  of  the  iini)erial  parlia- 
ment, while  in   the  outer  empire   those   en;_;a.,ed    in  defeiulini^ 


tl 


le  national  honour  were  invariabh'  treated  harshU'  and   im- 


justb 


.Murra\-,  aiul  the  officers  of  the  sjarrisoii,  recei\-ed  the 


official   thanks  of  the  kiiii;-  for  their  conduct.      Hut  all   recol 
lection    of  tin:   exeiit    immediately  passed    aw  a_\' 


ana 


th 


ose 


who  had  rendered   the   serx'ice   failed  to  obtain    the  least  con- 


sideration. 


There  was  no  accommodation  for  the  troop 


tl 


)S   in  tlie  sliaix: 


of  barracks,  and  much  difficult)' and  troulile  were  experienced 
*   Murray  to  Kjjiemoiil,  Quebec,  311!  Oct.,  1763.     Can.  Arch.,  Q.,  I,  p.  169. 
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from  tin's  circumstance.  The  system  of  billeting  became 
necessary,  and  it  was  one  of  the  principal  causes  of  the  ill- 
feeling  that  arf)se  at  Montreal  between  the  citizens  and  the 
troops,  which  it  will  be  seen  led  to  bad  consequences. 

At  the  time  Murray  received  his  commission,  two  civil 
officers  arrived  from  England,  William  (iregorj',  appointed 
chief  justice,  and  Cicorge  Suckling,  attorney-general.  Nothing 
however  can  he  tliscovered  of  the  anteceder^  ..^  of  the.se  men  ; 
ic  was  scarce!)'  p(xssiblc  to  fine'  two  persons  more  unfit  for 
their  position.  Neither  k'icw  a  word  of  French,  and  both 
fo  med  a  false  idea  of  their  obligations  and  the  mode  of  their 
fulfilment.  They  were  soon  superseded,  the  chief  justice  being 
notified  on  h'ebruary  the  5th.  1766,  that  in  consequence  of  his 
conduct  his  majest\-  "has  no  more  occasion  for  his  services," 
and  on  the  6th  of  March  a  similar  communication  was  sent  to 
Suckling.*  Thc\'  appear  to  have  made  law  as  cumbersome 
and  as  expensive  as  it  could  be  made,  and  in  no  way  to  have 
understood  the  responsibility  of  the  duties  they  had  under- 
taken. 

On  their  arrival  Murray  reconstructed  his  council.  The 
chief  justice  was  appointed  president,  with  seven  members, 
viz.,  colonel  I'aulus  ylunilius  Irving,  Hector  Thcoi)hile 
Cram-ihe,  both  of  whom  had  been  in  the  former  council,  Atlam 
Mabane,  a  staff  surgeon  of  the  garrison.  Walter  Murray, 
captain  Samuel  llollaiul,  appointed  surveyor  general, 
Henjamin  Trice,  Thomas  Dunn,  and  h'rancois  Mouin'er.  Hy 
an  tndinancc  of  the  17th  of  Septcn.ber,  1764,  the  government 
of  the  >_tistrici  of  Three  Rivers  was  abolished.  Tnere  remained 
accordingly  onl\- the  districts  of  Quebec  and  Montreal;  the 
boundar\'  of  which  was  tlie  river  .Saint  Mauric(>  to  the  north, 
and  the  river  Gotlefroy  to  ^ne  south. 

In  September  the  ortliiiances  establishing  the  courts  of 
justice  were  published.  They  consisted  of  the  king's  bench 
holding  sessions  at  (Juebec  twice  a  year,  iri  Januar\-  and  June, 
to  try  civil  raid  criminal  causes,  according  to  the  law  of 
Kngland,  w     h  appeal    to   the   governor  in  council  when  the 
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sums  involved  exceeded  £^C'j,  and  to  the  kin;^  when  excced- 
ins^  ^500.  All  qualified  to  act  as  jurymen  were  to  be  so 
admitted,  without  regard  to  relii;ious  belief.*'  The  chief  justice 
once  a  year  was  to  hold  a  court  of  assize  and  jail  delivery 
after  Hilary  f  term,  in  Montreal  and  Three  Riveis.  A  court 
of  common  i)Ieas  was  established,  th.e  jndtjje  to  determine 
.iccordiiig  to  equity,  liavins^  retrard  to  the  laws  (jf  J-'ni^land. 
The  trials  were  to  be  h)-  jury,  if  demanded  b}'  either  part\-  ; 
two  terms  to  be  held  durinL;'  the  \-ear.  'I'lie  suits  to  involve,' 
values  above  Xio,  with  liberty  of  appeal  to  tlie  su[)cri()r  court 
in  cases  above  £20.  I"or  the  hii^her  amounts  tiie  same  rights 
of  appeal  were  granted  as  in  the  court  of  Oueen's  Bench.  In 
cases  commenced  previous  to  the  ist  of  October,  1764,  French 
law  to  be  recognized. 

Justices  of  the  peace  were  api)ointe(l  for  their  respective 
districts,  one  justice  to  have  jurisdiction  in  disputes  to  the 
value  of  £^  ;  cases  to  the  value  of  £  10  to  be  determined  In- 
two  justices.  Three  justices  would  form  a  quorum  to  hold 
cjuarter  sessicjus  to  adjudicate  in  cases  from  ^  10  to  /,  30.  Two 
justices  to  .sit  weekly  in  rotation  in  Quebec  and  Montreal. 

An  ordinance  was  passed  establishing  the  guinea  at  £1  Ss, 
and  the  shilling  at  is.  4d.  currency;  provision  was  also  made 
against  the  unchu;  iinportatic^n  of  copper  coins.  .\n  ordinance 
regulated  tiie  sale  of  bread.  On  the  6th  of  November,  an 
ordinance  bcarmg  ui)on  pn.pertv,  and  establishing  the  age  of 
majority  at  twentj'-one,  was  published.  The  titles  l)y  cession 
and  the  rights  of  heritage  obtaiiK  d  previous  to  the  definitive 
treaty,  were  declaied  to  be  legal  when  in  accordance  with  the 
forms  observed  until  the  conquest  ;  but  after  the  10th  of 
.\ugust,  1764,  [)ro[jert}'  transmitted  ihiout^h  ileath  was  made 
subject  to  I'Lnglish  law.      The  Canadians  ditl  not  ob.serve  this 

*  In  February,  1766,  .Murmy  received  iiistriic'iDiis  lo  modify  the  pr.nctice  of 
tlie  oiirls.  lie  was  direcled  to  p.iss  an  ordinance  adniittiiifi;  Canadians  of  French 
iiiij;in  to  serve  on  juries.  In  suits  afl'cciiny;  Hriti>h  contestants  only,  the  jury 
•-liould  1h;  liiiti>h.  Wiuii  one  was  Frencii  Canadian,  the  jury  should  lie  mixed. 
When  both  parties  were  Frencti  Cr.nadian,  the  jury  should  be  so  constituted. 
I'anadians  were  iiUewise  admitted  to  practise  as  atlvocat'ss  in  tlie  courts. 

t  Hilary  term  extends  from  the  4th  to  the  3'-st  January. 
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new  rei,ai!ation,  l)Ut  coiiliiuicd  to  follow  their  old  customs. 
riiL"  ordiimnccs  were  k\i,Mli/ctl  when  proclaimed  by  \)c;\t  of 
drum  in  (Jiicbcc,  Three  Rivers,  and  Montreal.  They  were 
published  in  tiie  Quebec  Carscttc  in  h'rench  and  l\nj;lisli. 

It  was  at  this  date  that  printin_<(  was  introduced  into 
Canada,  no  press  havini^  been  in  operation  durin;^  P^'cnch 
rule.  'J'lic  Quebec  Garjette  wa^^  first  ])ul)lished  on  the  21st  of 
Juiic,  1764.  Tlu'ic  can  be  no  doubt  that  >[urray  was  the 
pMMiicipal  cause  (jf  its  establisliment  ;  there  bein;.;  n'>  jirinters 
in  Canada,  the\'  were  found  in  I'hiladclphia  ;  William  Hrowii 
an.d  Tiiomas  (jilmorc.  'J'hc  latter  sailed  to  I'",n;_;land  tf)  make 
arran^L^cments  for  the  tyj):,  press,  and  paper.  Brown  came  to 
Quebec  to  obtain  subscril)ers.  'Jdie  paper  was  published  in 
columns  of  I'"rench  and  ICiv^lish.  .Advertisements  could  i)e 
inserted  in  either,  or  both  lan^ua^os  :  it  appeared  weekl)-. 
The  establisliment  (jf  the  Quebec  Harseite  was  also  the  com- 
mencement of  printin;4  in  the  province,  no  i)ook  or  document 
luivint^  been  actuallv  printed  in  Canada  previous  to  this  date.* 

In  October  the  llrst  (|uarter  sessions  L;rand  jury,  which 
assembled  in  Canada,  met  at  (Jueljec.  Possibl\-  on  no  oMier 
occasion  have  the  duties  of  this  body  lieen  morc^  misunder- 
stood, and  seltlom  has  the  spirit  of  faction  bei:n  more  appar- 
ent. As  niii^ht  have  beeii  vjx})ected,  there  was  a  failure  in 
nian\'  directions  to  a|)preciate  at  their  precise  \'alue  the  rights 
and  obli^^ations  conferred  by  the  ro\-al  proclam.ition.  In 
every  dcpartmi-iit  ol  life,  there  was  much  to  be  determined 
and  modelled;  the  ]ii"o\'isions  of  the  new  conslitution  re(|uiri'd 
time  to  be  correctly  formulated,  ami  to  obtain  effect  and 
vi;40ur.  We  cannot  then  bi-  surprised,  if  attemi)ts  were  made 
to  ;4i\e  a  special  mcaninL;  to  some  of  its  provisions,  and  that 
claims  unwarranted   b\-   law,  and  uiisustained    b\-  e.x'iiediencv 


we 


re  from  time  to  time   prcierre 


:1.      T 


le    m 


eetinij'  of  the  first 


_L;rand    inr\-  is  a  jiroof  of  tin-  .ictivit\'  of  this  sentiment,  and 

■     I  he   0(j'(V/i'  was  llit.-    only   ihi1iIi>-1ii'cI   papiT    in  <^iiu.-lifc  lnr  n  (|iiaitt'r  of  .1 
(.■ciitury  untii    17SS.      The   siihsci  iptioii  was  :f  5  per   year.      Ii    conliiiue<l  to   he 

fpilv  IkiII' a  ceiiluiy,  when  il  appe.Tied  iwi'caweek, 

)i)Ut  eijihleeii  inoiiths 


'ssued  weeklv  until  iSiS, 


.Monday  and   I  hmsday.  and  was  so  eontinned  until  1IS32.    Al 
after  its  api>eaiancc  the  paper  i^as  suspended  fur  sonu'  little  time. 
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shews  how  impcrfcctl}-  at  this  early  date  the  condition  of  the 
province  was  understood.  In  the  charge  made  to  the  jur\- 
Canada  is  represented  as  an  "  infant  colony."  To  any  one 
bearing^  in  nn'nd  that  at  this  date  C'anachi  contained  between 
(So.ooo  and  90.000  inhabitants,  ha\  in;^-  a  code  of  laws  with 
tiie  Jiccoinpaninicnts  attendant  on  a  civilized  government 
which  had  prevailed  for  a  centnr}-  and  a  lialf  snch  a  descrip- 
tion can  on!)'  be  looked  upon  as  riilicuJous.  The  yrand  jury 
availed  themselves  of  this  expression  in  the  enumeration  of 
their  supposed  s^rievances,  possibly  encourat^ed  l)y  it,  to  make 
a  presentment,  to  which  it  may  safelx'  'm;  said  no  parallel  can 
be  fountl.      It  consist(;d  of  fifteen  heads.      It  represented  that: 

1.  The  i^reat  number  of  i  nierior  courts  was  tiresome, 
IitiL;ious  and  expensive. 

2.  The  L^reat  number  of  justices  of  the  peace,  selected  from 
so  few  (pialilled  and  fit  to  be  entrusted  with  deternn'nin_<4'  the 
lihertN'  and  prosperity  (<f  others,  was  burilensome,  and  should 
not  be  put  in  piactice  in  such  an  infant  (olony. 

5.  It  answered  no  ^ood  end  to  waste  time  in  attendint^  at 
courts,  where  no  man  on  the  bench  was  cpialified  to  ."xplain 
the  law. 

4.  It  would  be  reasonaljle  to  leave  to  the  decision  of  an\- 
!iuee  justices  of  the  peace,  fmalh' to  decide  the  fate  t)f  any 
sum  not  exceedin;^  ten  pounds,  wilhuut  appeal. 

5.  The  mark'ct  places  had  been  con\-erted  into  huts  and 
stalls  for  a  multitude  of  itllers  who  ouL;ht  to  be  em[)lo\ed  in 
tishint;",  farnn'n;^-,  etc. 

(•>.  The  kinL;'s  batteries,  tlocks  ami  whar\es,  had  been 
L;iven  aw  a\-  as  private  propert}'. 

7.  The  heller  observance  of  the  sabbath  was  calkxl  fir;  so 
that  it  should  not  be  pi'ofaned  In'  sellin;.^',  buxin;^',  keeping' open 
shop,  balls,  routs,  seaming,  or  other  idle  dixersions,  and  that  a 
learned  cler<;y  was  recpiired  to  preach  the  gospel  in  both 
languages. 

S.  They  resoh-ed  ne\er  to  sit  as  jnrors  in  a  ccnul  wherea 
man  versed  in  ihe  law  ilid  not  preside. 

'/  Tlu'    grand    un\-  was    llie    only  I)od\-   representing    the 
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colony;  as  British  subjects  they  had  accordiiitjly  the  riijht  to 
be  consulted  before  any  ordinance  passed  into  law. 

10.  A  demand  was  niatle  that  the  public  accounts  should 
be  laid  before  the  ^rand  jury  at  least  twice  in  the  year. 

11.  .An  ordinance  had  been  passed  which  made  valid  all 
the  decisions  <^ivcn  by  the  military  courts  durin^i^  the  three 
years  of  occupation.  The  ;^M\ind  jury  recommended  that  a 
chancre  should  be  made  permittiiiL^  an  appeal  to  the  civil 
courts  for  any  ;iin()unt  exceedin<j  £[0. 

12.  They  [)resentetl  the  f)rdinances  of  the  t;over!ior  and 
council  establishing^  courts  of  jutlicature  in  the  province,  as 
unconstitutional;  accordingly  that  tlu'\-  should   be  amendctl. 

13.  Proper  rei^ulations  were  retpiired  for  the  measurement, 
and  to  mark  the  quality  of  firewood  ;  to  rci^ulate  carts  and 
carria;^es  ;  for  cleam'n;^  of  streets;  and  for  the  establishment 
of  public  protestant  schools  and  a  poor-house. 

14.  I'\)r  the  suppression  of  i^amini^-houses,  particular!)-  the 
Quebec  Arms  kept  In-  John  Kill,l,^  which  was  presented  from 
personal  knowledge  as  a  notorious  nuisance. 

15.  It  was  demandeil  that  persons  Ljoin;^  on  their  business 
should  not  be  liable  to  imprisonment  by  sentries,  serijjeants 
and  officers. 

From  the  lace  of  the  presentment  it  would  appear  that  no 
tlifference  of  opinion  was  to  be  inferred.  The  contrary, 
however,  was  the  case  as  will  presently  be  seen.  The  names 
of  the  foremen  and  tweiU)-  hrench  and  lCn_L;iish  jurors  were 
appended  ;  amoni;"  the  latter  ajjpcared  that  of  Adam 
Lymburncr,  the  founder  of  the  firm  at  Quebec,  one  of  whom 
a  cjuarter  of  a  century  later  was  to  ap[)ear  as  an  ai^ent  of 
the  Uritish  parl\-  before  the  hou>e  of  commons.  * 

A  supplemental  clause  was  added,  I0  which  onl\-  the  signa- 
tures of  the  foreman  ami  thirteen  others  were  ap[)ended  ;  the 
remainder  refused    to  sis^n.     !t  .set  forth  that   not   the   least 

*  The  otiier  n.imos  are  of  liitle  sii^iiificance  ;  ilu\l  of  .Vl/win  .i|)|)ears,  supposed 
to  he  the  jjraiidfatlier  of  Uio  oiuiiU'nt  jii<l{je  of  that  iiamt.  We  ivad  also  that 
of  Faneuil,  .s^>  well  known  in  the  history  of  liostoii.  The  opinion  forced  itself 
upon  the  renler,  liiat  most  of  the  I'-nglisli  s|)eaUinj^  niPiuheis  had  ve,ii.l;oil  Canada 
from  New  England. 
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grievance  was,  that  persons  [jrofcssiiig  the  religion  of  Rome 
and  recognizing  the  supremac)'  of  the  pope  should  be  sworn 
as  jurors,  for  tliey  were  disabled  from  holding  any  office  of 
trust  or  power  b)'  the  3rd  James  I.  chap  5.  Such  men  being 
named  jurors  acted  in  open  violation  of  "  our  most  sacred 
laws  and  libert\',  tending  to  the  entire  subversion  of  the 
protestant  religion  and  his  majesty's  authority."  it  was 
added  that  for  gentlemen  in  the  arm\'  on  active  service  to 
exercise  any  judicial  authority  was  unconstitutional. 

The  presiding  justices  listened  with  some  bewilderment  to 
these  unusual  and  unwarrantable  pretensions  from  a  body 
whose  duties  law  and  custom  had  clcarl\'  defined;  at  the  best 
a  farrago  of  mischievous  folly  of  a  few  imlividuals,  without 
political  experience,  mIiIi  no  definetl  ideas  of  constitutional 
government,  who  had  failed  to  see  that  at  this  crisis  what 
was  most  called  for  aas  patience,  consideration  due  to  (jlhers, 
and  a  careful  estimate  of  the  circumstances  under  which  the 
new  order  (jf  things  was  to  be  applied.  Accordingly,  the 
justices  felt  it  their  duty  publicly  to  express  their  disa[)proba- 
tion  of  the  tono  of  this  document,  and  to  condenni  the 
doctrines  if  advocated.  IMacing  in  prominence  the  fact  that 
the  presentment  was  the  work  of  a  grand  jury  of  the  quarter 
sessions,  the  clerk  was  directed  to  read  it  paragraph  by 
paragraph,  the  chairman  repK'ing  t(j  each  statement.  He 
pointed  out  that  there  were  fewer  courts  in  Canada  than  in 
any  other  American  province;  that  Canada  was  not  an  infant 
colon}',  but  large  auel  respectable  in  character,  and  even 
re([uired  more  justices,  if  com[)etent  people  could  l;e  found  ; 
and  that  those  presiding  at  a  court  of  (piarlcr  sessions  need 
not  necessarily  be  learneil  in  the  law.  The  proposal  to 
submit  cases  to  three  justices  of  the  peace  was  impracticable, 
exce[)t  in  Montreal  aiu!  (Juebec,  fur  that  number  could  not 
elsewhere  be  brought  ti)gether.  .As  to  the  threat  of  the  juries 
absenting  themselves  when  summoneil,  if  they  did  so  they 
could  be  fined.  The  grand  jury  in  no  wav  represented  the 
province,  and  their  pretensions  on  this  point  were  ridiculous. 
The  practices  of  which  they  complained  were  in  certain  cases 
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worth)'  of  .'ittcnlioii,  some  of  which  were  already  under 
consideration.  Tb.e  introduction  of  an)'  reh'i^ious  test  was 
burdensome  and  inaehnissible.  As  to  officers  on  service 
actini,^  as  th(;\'  represented,  there  was  only  one  such  case. 

I'he  presentment  awoke  opposition  in  another  cpiarter.  The 
six  l'"renc:h  ("anach'ans  whose  names  were  attailied  to  the  fu'st 
fifteen  clauses,  asked  for  a  translation  of  the  paper  the\-  had 
sii.,nied.  On  learnini^'  its  contents,  they  repudiated  all  connec- 
tion with  it,  as  having"  appended  their  names  under  misre])re- 
sentation.  .Some  articles  the)'  were  opposed  to,  some  the)'  had 
misunderstood  ;  the  nieaiu'n^'  of  others  had  not  been  explained; 
and  in  two  cases  the\'  affirmed  th.it  the  matter  hatl  not  been 
deliberatcul,  but  onl)'  ])arli;dl)'  consideretl  in  a  coinersalional 
\va\-.  The  twelfth  article  thev  had  concei\ed  to  be  a  recom- 
mendation  that  h'rench  Canadian  ailvocates  should  be  allowed 
to  plead,  for  there  was  not  an  h'-nL^iish  law)'er  who  nntlerstood 
French.  The  document  coiicludetl  with  a  i^^cneral  protest 
aj^'ainst  the  exclusion  of  Canadians  Irom  an\'  office  on  the 
L;round  of  their  bcin;^'  ivoman  i:atholics. 

On  the  29th  October  the  dissentient  members  f  irwarded 
a  petition  to  the  kin^"  formall)'  comi^lainiu!;"  of  the  iiresent- 
ment;  the)'  as'.-.ed  that  the  courts  established  b)'  the  governor 
sfiould  be  contlrmed;  that  the)'  shoiikl  be  allowed  to  sit  as 
jurors;  that  notai'ies  aiid  acb'ocates  should  be  jx'rmitted  to 
act  in  accordance  with  ancient  ir^a^e  ;  and  that  the  laws 
should  be  published  in   i'rench. 

Murr.i)'  did  not  remain  idle  durint;  this  attack  up(jn  his 
administration;  he  sent  lists  to  l^ii^land  of  the  persons,  who, 
as  ])rotestants,  hiul  airo;^ated  to  themscK'cs  the  i^'overument 
of  the  covmlr)'.  The\'  were  a  Cvw  in  excess  of  two  lumdri'd 
who  thus  desired  to  control  some  eit;ht\-  thous.ind  h'rench 
Canailians.  In  Ouebec  the  number  was  one  lumdretl  and 
fort)'-four  ;  in  ^b)ntl■eal  t"ift)'-six,  and  there  were  not  ten 
protcstant  frcc-liolders  in  the  province.  .\s  miL;ht  ha\e  been 
expected  the  q;"rand  jur\-  was  ^reatl)'  blamed  b)'  the  "  kini;  in 
council  "  f(jr  assumin;;'  the  authont)-  of  a  hoase  of  representa- 
tives, ai^ainst  the  order  of  the  crown,  and  for  supporting  their 
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prcscnlniciil  by  the  names  of  Frcncli  Canadian  inhabitanis, 
who  hatl  (Icclarctl  that  thcj-  were  frauchilcntl)-  iiuluccd  to  sij^n 
it.  The  ,t;()Vcriior  was  instructed  to  signify  liis  majesty's 
hij^hcst  disai)i)rohation  of  sucli  proceedings,  further  "  tiiat  his 
majesty  will  Ljive  the  utmost  attention  and  consideration  to 
proper  re[)resentations  from  his  Canadian  subjects,  and  will 
cause  to  be  removed  ever\^  L;rie\ance,  of  which  they  may  have 
reason  justly  tcj  complain."  *" 

From  what  has  been  said,  1  ,iia\-  be  concei\ed  that  Murray 
commenced  his  _<rovernineiit  threatened  by  man\'  elements  of 
tli.scord.  There  was  no  s\-stem  of  law,  no  true  public  opinion 
throwini;  lit^ht  on  the  establishment  of  a  constitution,  no 
forbearance  on  the  [)ai"t  of  the  small  po[)ulation  who,  as  iAd 
subjects,  were  supposed  to  be  ran^etl  on  the  side  of  authoritj'. 
Kver)'  new  princi|)le  had  to  be  conceixed,  describctl  in  intelli- 
<^ible  lan!4uai;e,  and  perfected.  The  \er\'  position  of  the 
governor  was  not  defined.  The  j^overnorship  of  a  colony 
had  been  rei;arded  as  a  political  prize,  attainable  by  past 
services;  or  ^iven  as  the  i)urcha~;e  of  silence  to  a  troublesome 
opponent  of  the  _L;'()vernment.  i'he  profits  were  rej^arded  as 
a  sinecure,  .\nilierst  was  governor  of  Xirt^inia  on  these 
contlitions.  The  position  ot  the  i;()\ernor  ot  („"anaila  h.id 
been  offered  to  Chatham,  with  /, 5,000  .1  }ear  and  the  pledj^e 
that  a  special  act  would  be  introduced,  which  would  enable 
him  to  retain  liis  seat  in  parliament.  The  [jo.'iition  at  one 
time  had  been  an  asiiiration  of  Wilkes.  lO  have  enforced 
the  neccssit)-  of  residence  would,  in  the"  \iew  of  a  political 
advc.'iiturei',  iia\e  been  the  creation  of  an  office  ot  little  estima- 
tion, be_v(Jiid  the  einoluinenls  which  accompanied  it;  and  the)' 
barely  satished  the  expenditure  e.\actetl.  It  would  have  been 
rey;arded  as  banishment  b\'  an  ambilidiis  politician,  had  he 
been  lemoved  from  the  house  of  (unniions.  Nevertheless, 
tew  more  noble  appeals  to  patriotism  aiul  the  desire  to  be 
useful  could  be  found,  than  that  (jf  worthily  establishini;  Briti>h 
rule  in  the  newl}'  con([uered  pro\ince.  The  tliflicult}',  how- 
ever,  of   governing    in    America    was    well    known    and    the 

*   Conway  to  .Munay,  Sih  Nov.,  1763.      Can.   .Xrcli.,  <J.,  2.  p.  465. 
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personal  advantages  of  the  office  were  not  looked  upon  as 
commensurate  with  its  risks  and  demands.  It  is  not  impos- 
sible, that  the  hesitation  which  can  be  traced  in  Murray's 
appointment  ma\',  to  some  extent,  have  arisen  from  the 
cofjuettiiiLJ  of  prominent  pulilic  men,  about  the  accei)lance  of 
the  office.  Even  beariii<^  in  mind  the  ministerial  complications 
of  this  date,  it  is  difficult  otherwise  to  assij^n  a  satisfactory 
explanation  f(jr  the  delay  between  the  signature  of  the  treaty 
and  Murray's  nomination. 

From  Murray's  letters  it  is  plain  that  the  few  protcstants 
who  were  in  the  countr\'  looked  forward  to  rule  it,  utterly 
ignoring  the  bulk  of  the  I'"rench  Canadian  population.  In 
1764  they  numbered  two  hundred,  on  Murray's  recall  in  1766 
they  had  increased  to  four  hundred  and  fifty.  If  Murray's 
description  of  them  can  be  accepted,  the}'  were  generally  men 
of  mean  education,  bent  upon  unscru|)ulously  making  money, 
V  ithout  moralit)',*  and  contemptible  in  character;  either  \-oung 
beginners,  or  if  old  traders,  the}'  were  those  who  had  failed  in 
other  countries.  On  the  other  hand,  Murray  had  lived  much 
among  the  P'rench  Canadians  of  Quebec  since  Wolfe's  victory 
of  September,  1759,  a  period  of  five  }-cars,  and  he  had  formed 
a  high  opim'on  of  them  as  a  body,  frequently  expressed  in  his 
letters,  and  he  woukl  in  no  way  be  a  party  to  their  being 
treatetl  with  injustice  and  wrong  by  those  whom  he  described 
as  "  licentious  fanatics."  Murray  well  understood  that  the 
only  government  to  be  successful  was  one  which  declined  to 
pander  to  faction  ;  and  that  eight}'  thousand  souls  could  not 
be  told,  that  their  laws  and  customs  which  had  prevailed  for 
a  century  aiul  a  half  were  to  be  arbitrarily  set  aside,  at  the 
demand  of  a  minority  of  some  score  of  new  comers,  main-  of 
whom  had  been  in  Canada  for  a  few  months  onl}'.  However 
seriousl}-  Murra}'  regarded  the  responsibility  of  his  position,  he 
was  powerless  to  appl}- a  reined}-  to  the  confusion.  He  was 
fettered  b}-  his  instructions.  According!}-,  in  October  1764, 
he  despatched  Cramahe  to  London  to  submit  the  histor}'  of 
the    difficulty,  and    to  obtain   the  intervention  of   the  home 

*  Murray  to  Lords  of  Trafle,  3rci  Marcli,  1765.     Can.  Aicli.,  O  ,  2.,  p.  378. 
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fjovcriimciit  by  which  peace  aiul  nrih-r  coiiUl  be  .secured. 
Tlicre  was  no  cmbarrassineiit  to  be  looked  for  011  the  part  of 
llic  new  subjects.  With  a  few  privileges  tlie\-  would  become 
the  most  faithful  subjects  iti  the  .American  empire,  but  nothiii.i,^ 
would  satisf)'  the  pretensions  of  the  new  comers  into  the 
province  but  tlic  ex|)ulsion  of  the  Koman  catholics.  The 
]Cn<;iish  speakin;^  portion  of  the  inhabitants  likewise  eni^aj^ed 
an  a;4ent  in  L(jndon  to  sustain  the  ])olicy  the)-  were  advocatin^L;, 
makinjT  any  immediate  settlement  more  complicated  and  less 
feasible.  The  re[niblican  sentiment  which  had  thrown  to  full 
strcuf^th  in  man\-  parts  of  New  ICnijland  since  the  provinces 
had  been  freed  from  the  terror  of  I'rench  invasion,  joined  to 
an  increasini^  impatience  of  the  restrictions  imposetl  on 
American  cominerce,  toi^ether  nith  the  unsatisfied  ambition 
of  many  needy  youn^y  lawyers,  the  number  of  whom  had 
!_;reatly  incrca.sed  in  the  northern  provinces,  and  had  ex'tended 
even  to  Virginia,  hatl  acted  upon  political  life,  and  had  its 
rcfle.K  in  Canada.  Theories  of  govermnent,  undefmed  and  im- 
practicable, were  prevalent  amont;"  the  small  ICnglish  speakincj 
])opulati(jn  brought  into  prominence  b\'  their  greater  com- 
mercial activity.  T\vi  presentment  of  the  Quebec  grand  juvy 
is  proof  of  the  f.ict,  that  those  professing  these  opinions  acted 
ill  disregard  of  every  interest  but  that  represented  b\-  them- 
selves; and  it  may  also  be  added,  with  an  indifference  to  any 
evil  consequence  that  their  intolerance  might  create.  It  was 
an  impulse  giving  strength  to  the  bad  feeling  which  had  arisen 
between  the  civilians  in  Montreal  and  the  garrison.  The 
Jiritish  soldier  in  New  York  and  Boston  was  looked  upon  in 
the  most  unfriendl)'  spirit.  JIc  was  the  representative  of 
imperial  authority;  and  the  feeling  had  been  transplanted  to 
Canada,  that  he  might  prove  an  impediment  in  the  establish- 
ment of  the  power  the  extreme  party  (.lesiretl  to  attain.  This 
sentiment  hail  obtained  much  strength  in  Montreal;  things 
had  grown  from  bati  to  worse.  Hitter  animosity  had  arisen 
between  the  officers  ami  the  British  merchants,  which  had 
been  increased  by  the  latter  acting  as  magistrates  and  admin- 
istering the  law.    The  I*"rench  Canadians  had  their  own  causes 
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of  dissatisfaction  as  a  hoc!)'  :  inan\-  proiuincnt  mcii  were 
opposed  ti)  llir  iiitrndiK  lion  of  l'',iiL;lisii  law,  as  iiuu  li  Imin 
prejudice  and  distrust,  as  from  tiic  wcii,dit  i)f  any  actual 
ifricvancc,  'Vhv  ]u'^hcv  (lasses  were  directly  affected  1)\-  the 
cliant;e  of  nati<inalit\',  fnr  they  suffi.'red  by  hein;^  excluded 
from  those  positions  of  di<fiu'ty  and  profit,  which,  under  l'"rencli 
rule,  they  liad  enjoj'ed  as  a  matter  of  ri^dit.  Tlu*  ecclesiastics 
were  unassured  as  to  the;  policy,  that  in  the  futun-  would 
be  observed  towards  tlu-in  :  tluMV  had  been  no  definition  (A 
the  toleration  s^uaranleed  l)\'  the  articles  of  capitulation. 
Disquietude  was  felt  in  all  diri^ctions,  traceable  more  to  the 
unsettled  feelini,^  of  what  the  future  would  brin.i;'  forth,  than 
to  dissatisfaction  with  what  had  been  done.  The  province 
was  ])assin;^"  through  one  of  tlu)se  crises,  when  more  wiML;ht  is 
attached  to  the  pertinacit)-  and  determinalion  with  which  a 
claim  is  asserted,  than  to  the  justice  u[)(in  which  it  is  fnnideil. 
There  was  forbearance  in  no  cjuarter.  Tlu;  L;eneral  endeavour 
was  to  oljt.'iin  the  prevalence  of  the  opim'ons  which  each 
.section  of  the  divided  population  desired  to  see  enforced  ; 
and  the  complicated  interests  in\i>l\e(l  sui^t^csted  that  only 
difficult}'   would    arise,    whatever    f)rin    the    policx'    followed 
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adapted,  to  nu;et  llu,'  various  theories  which  pre\ailcil  ;  and 
they  were  so  contradictory  and  discordant,  thai  it  w  as  scarcely 
possible  to  su^fi^est  a  comi)roiiiise,  b)'  which  they  couki  be 
reconciled.  In  this  chaos  of  opinion,  the  onl}'  solution  which 
presentc'l  itself  to  those  in  authority  was  that  the  procla- 
mation   should    be    acted    upon    to    the    letter,  and    the    best 


i^'oxernnient    attainable    in    accordance    with     its     provisions 
established. 
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It  Wiis  ill  tl\c  midsl  of  these  disordns  th.it  important, 
constitutional  clian.L,^.\s  were  to  Ik;  cITcjcIcxI  in  Canada.  Tlicrt: 
were  likewise  other  causes  which  incieascd  IJu'  complications, 
arisin;4  from  a  disputed  point  of  eti(|uette  uhicli  oiiL;ht  to 
ha\e  been  so  tleaily  defmed  in  London,  as  to  have  been 
uiuiuestioncd  in  Canada.  Murra\''s  commission  as  ;^o\ernor- 
in-chief  [^^ave  hin\  no  military  raid<  in  Montre.d  and  Three 
Rivers.  When  Ca^c,  in  ()ctol)er,  ij^),],  was  appointed 
conmiander-in-chief  in  New  \'ork,  to  replace  Amherst, 
on  his  return  to  I'.ii^land,  he  iiad  been  succeeiled  by  IWnton, 
while  llaldimant!  look  Ihnton's  place  in  I'hice  Ki\ers.  In 
luK',  \~f>4,  iUu'ton  resii^ned  his  i^'ovcM'norshij) ;  on  the  resii^na- 
lion  beini;  accc[)leil  1  lalifa.x  wrote  to  Murray  that  the  position 
w.is  not  to  be  continued  either  in  Montreal  or  I'hrec  Ri\er-, 
and  that  wlun  lUnlon  retired,  the  command  ot  the  "garri- 
son was  to  dcvoK'e  on  the  officer  lU'.xl  in  rank  Ihiilon 
himself  reccixed  permission  to  retuin  to  h.nidand,  but  on 
beiii;,;  contlrmc'd  in  his  rank  as  brii^adier,  he  determined  to 
remain  in  North  .America,  lie  refnseil,  howexcr,  in  an_\-  way 
to  recoL;ni/.e  .Muria)'s  mililai)'  r.mk',  and  assimu'd  ci.rtain 
powers  as  the  senior  olficer  in  comm.ind.  In  October,  17^)5, 
lhidin!_;  that  the  unpleasant!iess  remained  imadjusti.'d,  Murra_\- 
brou_i;ht  the  atleiilion  of  Ibijifax  to  the  lad  that  since  his 
appointment  as  ^overiior-in-chief,  the  ofl'icers  in  command  in 
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and  (iaj^c  declined  to  rcco^ni/''  tlie  v\'j^\\{  claimed  by  him. 
Mui"ra\'  complained  of  intci  fereuce  with  the  ci\il  i^xn'ernmenl 
on   the  part  of  Hurtoit,  and  asked  that  orders  should  be  sent 


restrictmu'  him   to  his  inilitar\-  duties. 
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trader  a  pass  to  the  lands  reserved  for  the  Indians,  and  all 
that  Min'ra\-  ccnild  do  was  to  write  to  liurton  entreatint^  him 
not  to  grant  such  permits.  Murray  was  infonned  that  no 
chantje  would  be  made  in  the  command  of  the  troops  and 
Burton  was  instructed  that  his  powers  were  entirely  militar}-, 
and  that  he  was  not  to  interfere  in  civil  matters. 

Burton,  accordingly,  was  not  in  good  humor  from  the 
misunderstanding  which  had  arisen  between  him  and  Murra\-. 
The  latter  was  of  opinion  that  Burton's  dissatisfaction  had 
arisen  from  his  failure  to  obtain  the  governorship-in-chief  of 
the  [irovince  to  which  he  had  as])ired,  aiul  that  on  the  termina- 
tion of  the  nn'litary  occupation  he  had  unu  illingl\-  descended 
from  the  position  of  being  all  i)owerful  in  his  district  to  the 
command  of  a  few  troops.  The  intlignation  of  Alurray  was  so 
awakened  that  he  wrote,  that  if  Burton  were  removed  it  would 
be  better  for  liimsclf  and  everj'body  else.  To  the  scandal  of 
the  British  govermnent  there  were  no  barracks  in  IMontreal. 
although  the  garrison  had  held  the  cit\-  for  four  \'ears.  The 
necessit)-  of  billeting  troops  caused  much  heart-burning. 
Alurra)'  rei)eatedly  pointed  out  the  necessity  of  furnishing 
proper  cjuarters  for  the  garrison,  but  nothing  had  been  done. 

Some  annoyance  had  been  felt  in  militarj'  circles  from  the 
language  of  an  address  presented  to  Murra\-  on  his  appoint- 
ment b\'  the  Monlical  merchants,  in  which  they  spoke  of  the 
arbitrary  imprisonments  and  -exactions  they  had  suffered, 
liurton  and  some  of  his  staff  thought  the  statement  a  reflec- 
tion on  themselves.  AccordingU',  the\-  obtained  a  declaration 
from  some  of  the  signers  that  the  remark  did  not  apply  to 
them.  As  Murray  states,  the\'  couUl  mean  no  one  else,  foi" 
(iage  had  long  left  the  city.  Those  sigm'ng  this  recantation 
were  the  parties  who  had  not  been  made  magistrates;  conse- 
quently, the  opposite  party  published  an  advertisement  asking 
the  public  to  suspend  their  judgment,  till  the  law  determined 
who  was  guilt\'.  Thus  on  no  side  was  forebearance  e.vercised. 
The  militar)'  acted  impatient!}',  often  insolently,  having  the 
disposition  to  resent  what  they  helil  to  be  a  want  of  observance 
of  the    consideration    due    them  ;  and,  as  is  often    the   case, 
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the  men  in  the  ranks  from  esprit  dc  corps  took  up  the  cause  of 
their  officers  to  increase  the  general  unfriendliness.  In  this 
condition  of  fee'ing  Ca(3tain  Frazer,  the  officer  in  charge  of  the 
billeting,  sent  a  captain  to  the  house  of  a  I'rench  Canadian, 
where  one  of  the  justices  was  a  lodger.  The  justice  wrote 
and  claimed  cxcmi)tion.  ]<'razer  replied  that  the  rooms 
occupied  by  the  justice  were  exempted,  not  the  house  where 
he  lodged,  and  the  officer  persevered  in  taking  possession  of 
the  quarters  ;  upon  which  the  justices  issued  a  warrant  for 
his  committal,  and  he  was  arrested  and  imprisoned.  Frazer 
was  so  angered  by  the  proceeding  that  he  wrote  to  Murray 
unless  these  men  were  dismissed  from  the  magistrac}',  he  could 
no  longer  act  in  his  position.  Murray  replied  that  the 
matter  must  be  referred  to  England.  Montreal  accordingly 
btcame  divided  into  two  hostile  camps,  everyone  taking  one 
side  or  the  other.  The  magistrates  in  no  way  receded  from 
their  position  ;  thc\'  even  became  more  self-asserting,  and  on 
a  formal  complaint  being  made  of  their  conduct.  Murray 
summoned  them  to  (Juebec  to  explain  their  cotuluct. 

Two  nights  before  their  intended  departure  occurred  what 
is  known  as  the  Walker  affair.  Walker  was  an  Fngii.shinan 
by  birth,  but  he  had  been  many  years  at  Boston.  He  was 
strongly  impregnated  with  New  England  theories,  and,  in  the 
invasion  of  ten  years  later,  was  one  of  the  leading  supporters 
of  the  troops  of  congress.  He  was  an  active  magistrate,  fore- 
most in  the  hostility  shewn  to  the  military,  and  in  the  dispute 
which  I  have  mentioned  as  to  the  possession  of  the  rooms,  it 
was  Walker  who  hatl  committed  the  officer  in  question, 
captain  Payne,  to  prison.  l'a\'ne  had  insisted  upon  acting 
upon  his  billet,  and  in  opposition  <:'>  the  proprietor,  with  more 
or  less  of  force  had  taken  possession  of  the  quarters,  and  on 
being  served  with  a  protest  notifjing  him  that  the  rooms  were 
let  to  other  [)arties,  he  had  paid  no  attention  to  it  and  refused 
to  give  up  possession.  The  case  was  brought  before  Walker, 
who  as  a  magistrate  ordered  Pa}'ne  to  vacate  the  rooms,  and, 
on  his  refusing  to  comply,  committed  him  to  jail  for  contempt. 
He  was  released  by  a  writ  oi  habeas  corpus  on  bail. 
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Walker's  account  of  wliat  followed  was  that  on  the  6th 
of  December,  1764,  as  he  was  taking  supper,  a  number  of 
people  dis<;uise(I,  some  witli  blackened  faces,  others  with  crape 
before  their  features,  forced  their  way  into  his  room.  He 
was  attacked,  haviny;  received  fifty-two  contusions.  Amonc^^ 
the  severe  woimds  inficted  he  lost  a  ear,  which  was  cut  olf. 
As  may  be  conceived,  the  event  caused  great  e.xcitemenl. 
Murray,  from  the  commencement,  protested  against  the 
outrage.  It  was  not  possible  to  discover  its  pcnpetrators, 
although  much  activity  was  exercised.  The  government 
offered  a  reward  of  ;^200,  a  free  pardon,  and  a  discharge 
from  the  army  to  any  person  who  would  give  information  as 
to  who  were  the  aggressors.  The  inhal)itants  of  Montreal 
offered  another  ^"300,  l)Ut  not  one  of  those  connected  with  the 
affair  would  give  evidence  concerning  it.  No  arrests  were 
made,  for  no  evidence  could  be  procured;  and  it  was  not  until 
two  years  had  passed  that  further  proceedings  were  taken,  in 
November,  1766.  Murray  had  then  left  the  province,  and 
Carleton  was  governor.  Hoth  chi'jf  justice  Gregory  and 
Suckling,  the  attorne}'-general,  had  been  removetl,  and  their 
places  supplied  by  Hey  and  Maseres.  At  that  date  one 
(ieorge  Miigovock,  a  tlischarged  soldier  of  the  28th  regiment, 
gave  information  that  M.  Saint  Luc  la  Corne,  cai)taiii  Camp- 
bell, of  the  27tli,  captain  Disnc}-,  of  the  44th,  lieutenant  Evans, 
of  the  281I1,  Mr.  Joseph  Howard,  a  merchant,  and  captain 
Frazer,  deputy  piy-mastcr  general,  were  present  at  the 
outrage.  The  pnjvost  martial  obtained  a  party  of  thirty  men 
from  one  of  the  regiments,  and  seized  the  prisoners  in  their 
beds.  They  were  taken  to  Quebec.  Walker  objected  to 
their  being  bailed,  pleading  that  if  they  were  set  at  libert}-  he 
believed  he  would  br  m  danger  of  his  life.  Carleton,  the 
governor-general,  had  (jiily  arrived  in  the  last  week  of 
September  ;  there  can  be  but  little  doubt  that  he  acted  under 
the  instructions  he  had  received  in  London,  where  the  event 
had  caused  great  indignation.  The  prisoners  were  committe^i 
to  the  common  jail,  although  their  application  to  be  admitted 
to  bail  was  sustained  by  a  numerously  signed  petition  of  the 
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members  of  tlic  council,  the  principal  residents,  and  most  of 
the  officers  of  the  i^arrisoii.  As  the  chief  justice  refused  bail 
they  were  sent  back  to  Montreal,  but  b\'  consent  of  the  sheriff 
they  were  confined  not  in  the  jail,  but  in  a  i)rivate  house. 
Walker  desired  the  trial  to  be  postponed.  The  chief  justice 
replied  he  would  consent,  if  a  proper  affidavit  were  Ljiven,  but 
in  such  a  case  he  shouitl  admit  the  prisoners  to  bail.  Walker 
accordin^j^ly  resolved  to  proceed.  llie  first  case  was  that  of 
lieutenant  I'^vans. *  The  L;rand  jur\'  threw  out  the  bill.  The 
attorney-general,  at  that  time  b'rancis  Maseres,  who  had  been 
appointed  the  preceding  September,  expressed  Iiis  surprise 
at  the  result.  Maseres  sjMupathies  were  with  Walker,  and 
althoUL;h  a  highly  honourable  man,  the  antagonism  felt  by 
him  against  everything  I'' rench  Canadian,  on  the  ground  of  its 
being  Roman  catholic,  led  to  his  identification  of  sentiment 
with  the  small  British  population  in  their  extravagant  and 
unwarrantable  demands,  f 

Walker's  violent  temper,  the  chief-justice  described  it  as  his 


*  .\  curious  piece  of  evidence  came  out  in  the  case.  Mvans  iiad  employed  a 
Geiinaii  recruit  to  write  letters  in  French  to  tlie  young  lady  to  whom  lie  was 
jiayin;;  his  addiesses,  and  wliom  he  sul)se(iuently  married.  In  one  of  her  letters 
she  had  reproached  her  /^n'/t'iii/aiit  with  lakin;^  part  in  the  Walker  aff.dr.  Kvans 
liad  rei)lied  that  it  was  a  lOiip  lic  Jeiiiit'sst'  and  ought  n<it  to  prejudice  him  in 
her  opinion. 

t  Francis  Maseres  was  of  a  good  I'Vench  family,  wliose  grandfather  had  been 
driven  from  F'rance  on  the  revocation  of  the  edict  of  Nantes;  of  five  brothers,  two, 
.ihe  head  of  the  family,  ami  a  physician  renounced  protestanism.  I'hc  tliiee  other 
brothers,  ali  ofticers  in  the  army  distinguislied  by  good  service,  refu-icd  to  al)an(lon 
their  failii.  One  of  these  was  Maseres' grandfather.  Ilis  writings  e.^lablish  the 
extent  to  which  the  family  history  had  impressed  his  mind.  His  granilfather  was 
well  receiveil  by  William  III.;  he  took  service  under  the  great  king  with  the 
other  proteslant  refuf^ees,  and  died  a  colonel  in  the  army.  His  father  was  a 
l)hysician  living  at  liroadstreet,  Soho,  London.  Maseres  himself  was  born  the 
15th  of  December,  1731:  after  a  careful  education  he  entered  at  Clare  Hall, 
Cambridge.  When  twenty-one,  he  gained  the  classical  medal  lately  instituted 
by  the  duke  of  Newcastle,  chancellor  of  the  Universiiy  ;  the  second  on  the  list 
being  I'orteous  of  Christ's,  afterwards  bish()p  of  London,  so  the  competition  for 
the  honour  was  something  more  than  perfunctory.  He  became  a  fellow  of  Clare 
and  in  175S  attracted  attention  by  his  dissertation  on  the  negative  sign  in  Algebra. 
His  mathematical  knowleilge  was  even  remarkable  in  his  own  University,  as  the 
si.K  volumes  [)ublished  by  liim,    "  Scriptores   Logarithmici  "  [1791-1807]  clearly 
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"  unyicldin;^'  and  surly  carn'af^c,"  burst  forth  on  the  occasion. 
He  made  passionate  reflections  upon  the  conduct  of  the  grand 
jury,  and  declared  that  lie  expected  nothinc^  better  when  he 
saw  the  list.  The  iurv  acc()rdiii<>I\-  declared  that  the\'  would 
enter  upon  no  more  business  under  such  imputations,  and 
desired  to  be  dischartjed.  The  attorncN-general  acquiesced; 
but  the  judi^e  would  not  a^rce  to  this  view  and  added 
that  if  such  a  motion  were  made  on  the  part  of  the  crown, 
he  was  ready  to  declare  that  lie  saw  no  ground  for  it.     If 

eslahlisli.*  From  the  UiiivLMsily  Mascres  went  to  the  TeiiiplL'  and  alteiuleil  tlie 
Wfsterii  Circuit.  On  the  dismissal  of  Sucklinjj  on  llie  6th  of  Maicli,  1766, 
Maseres  was  ai>i)oiiiled  attoiney-j;eneial  of  (Jiiebec.  In  October,  1769,  having 
obtained  leave  of  absence  of  twelve  months,  he  jMoceeded  to  Eni,daMd  with  the 
intention  of  not  returning  to  Canada. 

In  August,  1773,  he  became  cursitor  baron  of  the  Exchequer,  an  office  he  held 
until  his  death  on  the  19th  of  May,  1S14,  in  his  93rd  year.  He  died  at  Reigate 
in  Surrey.  He  invested  some  money  in  the  three  per  cents  in  the  names  of  the 
incumbents  of  a  few  ))arishes  around  Reigate  in  trust,  to  i)ay  half  a  guinea  to  the 
clergyman  who  shou]<l  preach  an  afternoon  sermon  ;  if  no  sermon  was  given,  the 
half  guinea  was  to  be  applied  to  the  service  of  the  poor. 

Maseres  is  remendiered  by  his  contributions  to  Canadian  contemporary  history. 
He  published  a  volume  containing  many  of  the  acts  and  rejiorts  of  the  time 
including  his  own  report  iiresenled  to  Carleton  and  his  remarks  following 
Carleton's  rejection  of  it,  styled  by  him,  "Collection  of  several  conuiiissions," 
1772.  Two  volumes  followed  :  "  An  Account  of  the  Proceedings  of  the 
British  and  other  Protestants,  of  the  I'rovince  of  (J>uebec,  to  obtain  a  House 
of  Assenil)ly  in  that  Province,''  1775,  "  Additional  pa))ers,  iVc,"  1776.  The 
"  Canadian  l'"reeholder"  appeared  in  three  volumes  in  1777,  in  which  he  discussed 
the  influence  of  the  (Quebec  act  and  its  ]irovisions  upon  Canada.  There  is  also 
a  volume  of  occasional  essays  published  in  1805,  twelve  of  which  relate  to  thei* 
American  contest  and  to  Canadian  affairs.  Maseres'  great  ability  and  honesty 
of  purpose  are  clearly  established  by  his  writings  ;  but  his  strong  prejudices 
obscured  his  judgment  and  his  sense  of  justice.  He  failed  to  see  any  question 
without  the  warj),  which  his  Huguenot  lineage  and  his  strong  protestant 
sentiment  imparted  to  it.  He  thus  lost  all  influence  with  Carleton,  who, 
although  entertaining  great  res])ect  for  his  character  and  attainments,  looked 
upon  his  reconmiendations  with  suspicion.  It  would  have  been  beneficial 
had  their  relations  been  different  ;  for  there  was  much  in  Maseres'  views  and 
recommendations  worthy  of  consideration,  which  might  have  been  successfully 
incor|)orated  in  the  code  of  law  he  suggested.  It  speaks  much  for  Mrseres' 
character,  that,  in  spite  of  his  pronounced  opinions,  his  statements  are  generally 
accepted,  and  his  memory  remains  unassailed. 

*  The  contents  of  these  volumes  are  specified  in  the  published  catalogue  of 
the  library  of  Parliament,  1857,  pp.  603-65. 
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the  jui")'  on  the  other  haiul  ilesired  to  be  dismissed  lie  would 
act  upon  that  wisli.  Thcj'  agreed  to  continue,  and  next 
morninc;'  tlie\'  brou;4ht  in  a  true  bill  against  major  Disney. 

Maseres,  however,  to  jud_L;e  b}-  the  rrport  of  the  chief-justice, 
made  several  applications  to  constitute  the  strand  jur)'  so  that 
it  would  be  favourably  inclined  to  the  prosecutor.  He  desired 
the  panel  to  be  reformed  U[)on  what  Hey,  the  chief-justice, 
called  "a  doubtful  and  odious"  statute  of  ilenr\-  VIII.  and 
to  punish  them  for  conceahnents  upon  a  still  more  odious 
statute  of  llemy  \'II.;  all  of  which  Wry  i)erem[)loril\-  refused 
to  entertain  as  hiL^hly  unreasonable  if  not  unconstitutional. 

The  t^rand  jur\-  haviuL;'  thrown  out  four  of  the  bills,  broui^ht 
in  the  bill  a<j[ainst  Saint  Luc  la  Cornc  with  ignoraiiais.  Tcnvn 
major  JJisne\'  was  tried  on  the  1  ith  of  March,  1767,  upf)n  two 
charges  :  one  for  burglar}'  and  felony  in  breaking  and  enter- 
ing Walker's  house  at  Montreal  with  an  intention  to  murtler  ; 
the  second  for  feloniousl\-  and  with  malice  afjrelhought 
cutting  off  the  right  ear  of  its  occupant. 

Maseres  prosecuted  on  the  part  of  the  crown.  The  prisoner 
was  defended  b)-  Morison,  (jregor\'  and  .\ntill.  Magovock 
swore  that  he  recognized  major  Disnex'.  Mrs.  Walker  also 
identified  him  ;  she  likewise  testified  to  the  presence  of  lieu- 
tenant Hamilton,  but  this  testimony  she  afterwards  withdrew. 
The  whole  scene  did  not  occupy  more  than  five  minutes.  Hey, 
the  chief-justice  who  tried  the  case,  made  a  special  report  upon 
it;  he  has  recorded  that  there  could  be  no  doubt  that  Disney's 
absence  was  proved,  he  having  been  at  a  party,  and  dancing 
with  a  madame  Landriefat  the  time  the  outrage  was  being 
committed,  and  was  at  supper  w  hen  Burton,  the  commandant, 
sent  for  him.  Disney  was  the  town  major.  .Several  witnesses 
swore  that  he  could  not  have  been  absent  for  five  minutes 
without  their  knowing  it.  The  jury  found  a  verdict;  of  "not 
guilty."  The  one  witness  on  whom  the  prosecution  relied, 
Magovock,  was  accused  of  telling  his  storj-  for  the  purpose  of 
obtainimr  the  reward.  He  contradicted  himself  in  the  cross- 
examination,  and  his  evidence  was  not  in  accord  with  that  of 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Walker.     His  character  was  not  in  his  favour  for 
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he  was  accused  of  robhiiijf  a  cellar,  ami  was  shortly  after 
arrested  for  rape.  The  jury  was  absent  for  half  an  Iiour  and 
returned  with  the  verdict  "  not  i^uilty."  Of  the  twenty-one 
constitutinjj^  tlie  <,n-aii(l  jury  ei^ht  were  I'rench  C'anadians. 
St.  Ours,  Ik-llestrc,  ('ontrccn.'ur,  Niverville,  were  decorated 
witii  the  order  of  Saint  Louis;  La  lirujerc,  Niverville  of 
Three  Rivers,  Xornianville,  de  C!uissy,  com|ileted  the  number. 
At  the  request  of  Walker,  the  attorney-j^cncral  objected  to  the 
chevaliers  of  Saint  Louis  beinj^  on  the  jur\-,  as  they  had  not 
taken  the  oath  of  allci^iance.  These  objections  tlicy  removed 
by  cheerfully  performinjif  the  ceremony.  * 

I  have  anticipated  the  date  when  a  settlement  was  obtained 
of  this  troublesome  difficulty,  if  this  word  can  be  used,  for 
it  appeared  to  me  advisable  to  make  the  narrative  of  it  con- 
secutive. It,  liowever,  passes  out  of  notice  e.Kccpt  for  the  part 
taken  in  the  j)rocecdint^s  at  Quebec  b)-  Irvin^,^  and  Mabane, 
which  led  to  the  removal  bv  Carleton  f)f  their  names  from  the 
council.  This  event  I  will  relate  in  its  proper  place.  At  the 
time  it  was  the  cause  of  much  commotion,  and  left  behind 
traces  of  dissatisfaction,  to  continue  in  activity  till  the  revolu- 
tionary force  of  con<^ress  attempted  to  take  possession  of 
Canada.  Walker  then  shewed  himself  an  active  sympa- 
thiser on  their  side.  The  whole  affair  is  a  proof  of  the 
strained  feelini^  between  the  civilians  and  the  militarx'  at 
Montreal,  which  in  no  way  decreased  durinej  the  period  that 
Murra\'  remained.  On  Carleton's  arrival  it  t,n-adually  c[uietcd 
down,  until  attain  called  forth  In-  the  appearance  of  the 
hostile  provincial  forces  on  the  west  of  lake  Champlain. 

Walker  himself  did  not  relax  his  agitation.  There  were 
fre(|uent  complaints  of  his  in.solent  overbearing  conduct,  so 
that  no  magistrate  would  sit  with  him,  aiul  lie  succeeded  by 
seditious  insinuations  in  preventing  the  jurors  summoned  in 
Montreal  from  performing  their  dut\'.     Murray  accordingly 

*  Tlie  report  of  tlie  trial  wa.s  printed  by  Itrown  and  Gilniour,  at  (Quebec,  in  1767. 
It  consists  of  46  pp.  The  opening  a<l(be.ss  and  reply  of  Maseres  are  given  in  full. 
The  book  is  rare,  being  the  second  book  which  ap]ieared  in  Canada.  It  is  in  the 
parlianienlary  library.  Tlie  first  book  |)ubiislied  is  f^cnerally  i)elieved  to  be 
"  CaUchi^iiie  dtt  DiooUe  dc  Sens,  impiim  '  a  Quebec  cliez  Brou<)ie  ct  Gilinoiir,  176^. 
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dismissed  him  from  the  ma<^istracj-.  Walker,  however,  pos- 
sessed itinueiicc;  in  l'",ii;_ilaiKl,  which  so  imi)resscd  ("oinva)-, 
then  the  secretary  of  tlic  colonies,  that  an  order  was  sent  to 
Murray  that  he  sliotild  he  immediately  restored  to  his  positicMi 
and  be  protected  by  the  Ljovernmcnt,*  and  that  he  should  be 
unmolested  in  his  business  pursuits.  I'articular  inslructions 
were  sent  to  Michillimackinac  and  Detroit,  that  every  coun- 
tenance slunild  be  s^ivcn  tf)  him.  Conway  declared  that  his 
J4cncral  character  was  sui)p()rted  by  the  testimony  of  very 
respectable  people  both  in  Canada  and  London. 

In  October,  176;,  Murray  rcceivc'd  instructions  from  Conway 
to  be  ]n"epared  to  return,  to  j^ive  an  account  of  the  state  of 
the  province  and  the  cause  of  the  disortiers  ;  but  not  to  leave 
until  a  projjcr  person  had  been  nair.^d  to  act  duriut^  his 
absence.  In  the  followintj  l"\'bruar\-,  Murray  wrote  to 
Conway  that  Walker  was  usini;-  lord  Dartmouth's  name 
publicly,  ilcclarinc^  that  it  was  by  Walker's  influence  Murray 
had  been  recalled  ;  and  that  he  himself,  protected  by  the 
ministry  in  London  was  treatinf^  with  contempt  every  ordi- 
nance of  the  ci\  il  power.  Murray  was  indit^nant  that  Walker 
should  have  Ijcen  placed  in  possession  of  information,  to  be 
used  in  the  form  he  made  it  public. -|- 
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iter,    previous    to    March    1765,    a  further 


conflict  took  place  between  the  mat^istrates  and  the  ijarrison. 
The  circumstances  are  not  e.\])lained  under  which  some  men 
of  the  28th  came  into  contact  with  the  law,  but  they  were 
suminarily  committed  for  jail.  The  proceed in[(  was  so  resented 
by  the  re^^iment,  that  the  connnandin;.^'  officer  wrote  to 
Hurton,  that  his  men  were  in  a  hii^h  state-  of  excitement  from 
treatment  of  their  comrades  ;  and  that  he  dreaded  a  nuitiny. 
The  letter  was  fc^ruarded  to  Murray,  who  went  immediately 
to  Montreal.  He  fcnmd  evcrx-thintr  in  confusion.  The  inhabi- 
tants  spoke  and  acted  as  if  their  lives  were  in  danger,  and  a 

*  28tli  of  .Maicli,  1766.    Ian.  Arch.,  (^.,  3,  p.  5. 

+  Munay  wrote  on  tlie  311I  of  Fehiuary.  [Can.  Arcli.,  (.).,  3,  ]).  123.]  "  I 
ain  far  from  douhtiiig  the  recall,  Init  1  must  lament  that  Mr.  Walker  should  liave 
known  it  before  I  did,  and  that  some  of  the  clerks  of  the  oflicesliad  communicated 
to  him  what  he  liad  no  right  to  know,'' 
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guard  of  them  stood  iiii,fhtly  over  Walker's  house.  Durinj; 
Miirr.'U''s  stay  the  troops  l)chavc(l  suhniissiv(;Iy  ciioiii^h.  lie 
instituted  intiuirics  into  the  \Vali<er  outrac;e,  and  could  learn 
little  ;  he  inacU;  an  incjuir)'  as  to  the  committal  of  captain 
Payne  to  jail  on  account  of  the  tlisputcd  billet,  anil  he  formed 
the  conclusion  that  il  was  tiic  "exhibition  of  a  turl)ulent, 
vintlictive  spirit."  lie  enileavoured  to  lead  all  parties  to 
inoderation  ami  sense,  and  after  remaining  a  month  returned 
to  Ouebcc  ;  there  he  effected  the  arrani^rement  that  the  regi- 
ment should  be  sent  away  and  replaced  b\'  another.  Two 
nights  before  the  ilepartme  (jf  the  2.Slh  from  Montrral  a 
body  of  the  men  went  armed  to  the  jail  and  released  the 
prisoners  of  the  regiment  coniined  there.  They  were  fol- 
lowed, and  at  five  miles  from  town  the  men  were  taken  and 
brought  back.  That  nig'U,  at  twelve  o'clock,  the  jail  was 
again  attacked  and  the  prisoners  released.  They  were  after- 
wards found  at  the  fort  at  C'hainbly,  where  a  detachment  of 
the  regiment  was  ciuartered.  There  is  no  record  of  the  ste[)s 
taken  against  the  mutineers.  When  at  Quebec,  Murray 
endeavoured  to  find  out  the  ringleaders.  He  could  obtain  no 
information  in  the  regiment.  Some  of  them,  identified  by  the 
deputy  sheriff,  were  committed  b\-  the  magistrates,  and  held 
by  the  civil  power,  and  were  to  be  tried  at  the  same  sessions 
with  those  accused  of  cutting  (jff  Walker's  ear.  I  can  find  no 
record  of  the  result  of  the  trial. 
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CHAPTER  lY. 

In  the  cstablishincnt  df  the  ^ovcniniciit  of  C.'an.ul.'i  uiuh  r 
l^ritish  rule,  there  was  no  consideration  which  called  for  more 
jud^Mneiit  and  careful  provision  than  that  of  the  reliijious 
feelings  of  the  new  subjects.  It  was  known  that  they  were 
stronj^ly  attached  to  the  creed  which  they  professed,  and  its 
attendant  ceremonies;  and  however  limited  the  ri,t;hts  j^rantcd 
by  the  treat}',  polic)-  and  justice  e(|uall}'  demanded  the  most 
liberal  interpretation  of  them,  in  order  that  nc)  cause  for 
cliscontcnt  should  be  created  b\'  narrowness  of  spirit  or  positive 
wron_L,r  At  the  same  time  the  necessity  of  acting;  with 
prudence  was  perfectly  understr)od,  for  there  was  ;^reat 
ecclesiastical  activity  and  much  to  su<ft;est  that,  however 
temperately  the  demands  miL;ht  apparent !)•  be  made,  they 
woukl  require  full  examination  before  being  finall}-  conceded. 

Egremont,  when  announcing  to  Murray  his  appointment 
as  governor,  had  expressed  his  fears  that  the  old  inhabitants 
might  use  the  privilege  of  professing  their  ancient  creed  to 
kce[)  up  the  connection  with  France,  and  under  this  influence 
be  induced  to  take  part  in  an}'  atteinpt  to  regain  the  country. 
The  priests  consecjuently  were  not  to  be  allowed  to  meddle  in 
civil  matters,  and  any  of  them  who  civl  so  were  to  be  removed. 
There  was  no  desire  of  restraining  the  exercise  of  their 
religion  as  far  as  the  law  ofCireat  Britain  permitted,  their 
condition  being  one  of  t-xM'ation.  The  matter,  l)e  said,  had 
been  clearl}'  understood  during  the  negotiations  for  the 
definitive  treaty.  The  French  minister  had  proposed  to 
stipulate  that  the  rights  should  be  observed  as  in  former 
times,  and  asked  that  the  words  "coi/inic  ci-dcvant  "  should 
be  introduced.  The  plenipotentiaries  had  persisted  in  this 
request,  and  abandoned  it  only  when  they  were  told  it  would 
be  deceiving  them  to  insert  such  a  condition.     Everything, 
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however,  w.is  t(j  l)f  avoidi.'d  which  would  alaiin  or  ^Ive  offence 
to  \\u:  new  subjects.  Murray  was  instructed  to  refuse  to 
Le  Loutrc  the  riijlit  of  reinaininij  in  ("anachi,  and  that  every 
foreij^u  priest,  on  first  coinin;^  U)  the  province,  was  to  appear 
before  the  [governor  and  take  the  oath  of  ailef^iance. 

I'he  piibh'calion  in  ('anada  ot  tiic  articles  of  the  treat)'  had 
not  restored  confidence  on  the  point  of  reliijion,  and  nuich 
uneasiness  was  felt  re^ardin^^  it.  Neither  in  the  caiiitulation 
of  Quebec  nor  of  Montreal,  was  there  any  positive  assurance 
f)n  tlie  subject.  \W  the  articles  of  capitulatitjn  of  the  former, 
the  free  exercise  of  relij^ion  was  accorded  until  the  future 
pos.scssion  of  ('anada  w.is  delerniined.  .At  Montieal,  the  free 
exercise  of  relir^ion  was  peiinitled,  while  nian\'  demands  were 
refused  until  the  kins^^'s  pleasure  was  known.*  In  the  fourth 
article  of  the  treat)-  of  the  loth  of  l''cbruary,  1763,  clause  IV. 
j^ranted  libert)'  of  the  catholic  reli<jion  to  the  inhabitants  of 
Canada,  and  thekin;^  pledi^ed  himself  to  j^ive  the  most  precise 
and  most  effectual  orders  that  his  new  Roman  catholic 
subjects  niiL;ht  profess  the  worship  of  their  relisfion  according 
to  the  ris^hts  of  the  Romish  church,  as  far  as  the  laws  of  (jreat 
l^ritain  perinitted. 

In  briiv^iuL;'  this  subject  to  the  notice  of  the  home  i4overn- 
nient,  Murray  rei)resenled  the  Canadians  to  be  an  honest, 
fjood  people,  much  attached  to  their  faith,  and  full  of  respect 
for  their  priests  ;  and  tli.il  an\'  fears  which  the)'  entertained 
were  not  for  themselves  but  for  their  children,  as  no  provision 
was  made  to  supi)ly  the  priesthood  when  vacancies  occurrcci. 

The  dean  and  chapter  of  Quebec,  on  pctitionini,^  the  crown, 
stated  that  the  result  was  awaited  with  impatience.  If  regula- 
tions were  intrcxluccd  contrar)'  to  the  spirit  of  the  treaty,  the 
province  woidd  be  depopulateil  and  become  a  vast  de.scrt. 
Two  modes  of  providin;,^  for  the  emergenc)'  were  [)()inted  out. 


*  Ante,  IV.,  pp.  306,  424.  The  words  at  Quebec  .ire  [art.  6]  :  "  Libre  exer- 
cise (ie  la  Kelifjion  Koiu.iiiie  .Sauvey;ariles  acconles,"  iS:c.  At  MoiUreal  [ait.  27]  : 
"Accorde  jiinir  lo  ],il)ie  Exercise  do  lour  Ixcliijioii  ;"'  I'vic.  It  must  be  remembered 
lli;it  liotli  at  (,>uebec  and  .Montreal  the  articles  were  only  drawn  up  in  French,  and 
niv  authorized  I'^ii'/lish  translation  is  available  for  reference. 
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One  was  to  introclucc  into  the  province  ordaiiicd  priests  from 
!*'iiropc  ;  it  foiiiul  little  favour.  'The  secoiul  was  the  election 
of  a  bishop  by  the  chapter  to  be  paid  by  a  tax  laid  on  the 
habitants,  or  by  an  appropriation  from  custom  tluties.  Mr. 
Charest,  a  priest  of  the  seminary,  was  deputed  to  carr)'  the 


petition  to  iMit^land 


Murr 


ii\'  declined  to  transmit  it  ;  never' 


thelcss,  he  spoke  favourably  of  Charest  as  a  worthy,  s^ood  man 
whose  rcIii;ious  zeal,  however,  somewhat  inclined  to  bit^otry. 
The  Jesuits  also  were  not  idle.  In  October,  1763,  b\'  their 
head,  de  {jla|)ion,  they  petitioned  the  kin<;  to  be  placed  in 
])ossession  of  their  l)uildin<.,^s  and  property,  to  be  alloweil  to 
continue  the  education  of  youth,  and  to  briiiLj  from  lun-ope 
members  of  their  order  in  sufficient  numbers  to  {xMxX   their 


li  ffe 


rent  duties. 


Murray  had  been  warned  t(j  be  on  his  L',uard  ai;ainst  the 
abbe  I.acornc,  head  of  the  chapter  in  (Juebec,  who,  when  in 
ICuj^dand,  hiid  made  an  attempt  to  discuss  the  principles  on 
which  the  Roman  church  in  Canada  should  hereafter  be 
governed.  He  had  applied  to  the  I-'rench  ambassador  for  his 
countenance, and  the  latter  had  official!)'  written  to  J^^rcmont 
requesting;  him  to  confer  with  Laconic  on  the  subject.  Iln' 
request  was  summarily  refused  on  the  ground,  that  the  h'rencli 
king  had  no  right  to  interfere  between  the  king  of  (ireat 
Britain,  and  his  new  subjects.  Murra\-  was  instructed  that  in 
case  of  the  interference  of  Laconic  in  civil  or  {)olitical  matters, 
he  was  to  be  warned  to  confine  himself  to  the  duties  of  his 
church,  and  so  long  as  he  so  acted  he  was  to  be  treated  with 
the  respect  due  to  his  character  and  order,  f  Murray's  own 
view    was    that    some    means    should    l)e    taken    to    educate; 


*  This  a])])eal  was  mride  three  years  after  the  ciecisioii  of  the  parliament  of 
Paris  ill  tlie  nialter  of  llie  Ijankruiitcy  of  the  Jesuit  father  l.a  Valetlc  ami  father 
Sacy,  the  procurator  yeiicral  of  missions,  and  only  a  few  months  previously  to 
tile  (jth  of  March,  1764,  when  all  nieniliers -of  the  society  of  Jesus  hail  heen 
ordered  to  leave  France  within  the  month.  Two  years  before  this  date  the 
n>enioral)le  reply  of  Ricci  had  l)een  ^'iven  to  Louis  W.  that  the  Jesuits  must  he 
as  they  are  or  not  at  all.  ^'■Sint  iit  sunt  aiit  uon  sin/."  After  heiny;  expelled  from 
every  country  in  luirope,  the  order  was  suppressed  by  Clement  XIV.  in  1773' 
t  Can.  Arch.,  (^.,  I.,  p.  n7,  129. 
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C'liiadian  \-()ulh  for  ihc  priestliood,  ;iikI  that  they  might  be 
sent  t(i  some  iVieiKlly  power  at  the  i)ubh"c  expense  to  be 
ordained.  He  proposed  that  the  Jesuits,  ulio  were  few  in 
number,  should  lie  provided  for  by  a  pension  ;  tlieir  estates 
put  under  proper  management  and  leased  to  ICnt^h'sh  farmers, 
to  obtain  a  belter  description  of  husbandry.  The  seminary  of 
Montreal,  which  was  wealthy,  should  l)e  compelled  either  to 
sell  out  its  elTects  and  depart,  or  to  cease  all  connection  with 
the  seminary  at  I'aris,  and  to  join  tiiat  of  Ouebec.  The 
t^overiunent  of  the  church,  he  considered,  should  be  placed  in 
the  liands  of  three    \  icars-</eneral,  one    of  whom  should  be 


head  of  the  seminary   in    Monlre; 
.susrsjfcsted  on    the    th 


r 


us  arran-'ement  was 


eory  of  tiie  non-appointment  of  any 
bishop.  Murray  looked  upon  1  icorne's  conduct  in  London 
as  directed  by  the  desire  ofobtaiiu'nj;- a  mitre  for  himself  ;  and 
he  expressed  his  own  opinion  (jf  Laconic's  unfitness  for  the 
position.  lie  fj;-ave  the  same  opinion  as  to  M.  Montti^olfier, 
and  recommend   d   thai,  if  the  tliunit/  was  to  be  conferred,  it 


shoulel  be  ijixeii  to  M.  1 


>;  land 


acoriie  subsecjuentl)'  placec 


in  the  hands  of  the  i^oxermnent  a  cop)-  of  his  memorial.  It 
liad  arisen  entirel)-  with  himself,  and  it  was  by  no  means 
consequent  upon  a  mission  which  had  been  entrusted  to  him.* 


Miuiay  pl.Tinly  staled  his  objcclions  both  to  I.aconu-  anil  .MoiU^oKior.      Of 


the  fi 


ormcr  lie  sai< 


The  well-known   Hii^jotiy  and  .Supeislitioii  of  the  Fanii 


from  whicli  lie  oiininates,  the  .\ version  iiis  hrotliers  iiave  ever  borne  to  the  Hritisli 


name,  am 


1  the  relent! 


ess  eriielties 


they  h; 


lave  lornierly  exercised   npoii  Us  subjects 
gave  little  looni  to  expect  a  sudden  conversion  to  our  interest."     Of  MontijoHier 


lie  stated   that  "'  he  hail  the  asiurance  to  write  to  a 


chaplain   to    His  Majesly's  ..jSlh  Retjiinen 


I,  f.. 


Mons 
rly  a  K 


Iloudin,  at  that  tinn 


illet 


III  this  couiitri 


letter,  the  copy  of  which  he  ei 


d.      This  letter  is  not  in  the  volume  of  archives 


and  cannot  therefore  be  described.  "  !  le,  Mont<;olfier,  pushed  matters  so  far  as  to 
have  the  I  lead  bodies  of  some  soldiers  taken  up  because  Ilereticks  should  not  be 
int  rred  in  consecrated  i,'rounil.  Such  Hehavioiir  could  not  fiil  of  ^dving  great 
disgust   to  the  king's  liritisl-.  subjects  in  these  parts. 


If- 


luglily  and  iin[)enous 


a    priest,  we 


t,  well   related 


ranee,  is   iilace. 


at   the    I  lead  of  the  C'hurch  in  ilii 


^ountrv. 


h^ 


ift 


e   may   herealter  occasion   imicli 


Mi 


if  if 


he   fi 


luis  a  proper 


0|ipoilunity  to  display  his  Kaiicoiii  and  malice." 

Murray  de>ciibed  Uriaiid  as  having  '"acted  with  a  Camlour,  Modeiali(Mi  and  a 
Delicacy  in  such  circumstances  as  to  deserve  the  highest  commendation." 
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The  selection  was  fuiall)-  made  of  Ml;i'.  IJrianil  wlio  was 
consecrated  as  l)isli()|)  in  Paris,  March,  1766.  lie  did  not 
liowever,  reacli  (Jnebec  until  the  2Sth  of  June,  the  day  when 
Murra)'  sailed.  The  arrival  of  Mj^r.  llriantl  *  was  announced 
by  colonel  l\.Tjiiilius  Irx'inj^as  an  e\ent  to  ha\eaj4'ood  effect 
with  the  new  subjects.  It  is  uncertain  whether  an)-  nicetini;' 
took  place  on  this  occasion  between  Murra\'  and  the  new 
bishop.      M}-  belief  is  that  they  did  not  meet.  + 

*  .M^r.  IJiiind  \v;is  lioni  the  ijid  of  Jainiary.  1715,  .it  I'loiin.  in  the  diocese  of 
Saint  Hrieniie,  Frniice.  lie  was  ordained  ])iiesl  the  l6tli  Maicli,  1739.  'I'wo 
veais  later  lie  left  for  Canada  with  M.  de  I'ontliriand,  who  a])i)(>inled  him  one  of 
the  canons  of  (^)iiebec  ("athedral.  lie  died  on  ihe  2-,\h  Jmie,  1794,  aged  eis;hty- 
one.  WMu-n  seventy  vears  old  he  appointed  a  coailjutor,  Mtjr.  d'Esi^tis,  sui)se- 
:]uently  -Mi^r.  Hailly,  both  of  whom  died  before  him.  It  was  said  of  him  he  lived 
to  see  tlie  death  of  the  coadjutor  of  tlie  coadjnlor  of  his  first  coadjutor. 

+  The  recognition  of  the  bishop  of  (Juebec  uas  never  the  subject  of  parlia- 
menl.iry  debate.  'I'iie  cause  may  be  assigned  to  tlie  desire  of  avoiding  'he  stormy 
disciissio!!  which  would  have  followed,  (^ne  consupu'nce  to  be  looUcd  for  was 
that  some  challenge  would  have  been  uttered  as  to  the  jiower  of  the  crown, 
independent  of  jiarlianient,  over  conquered  territories  in  the  matter  of  riglits 
guaranteed  by  treaties,  especially  in  relation  lo  the  continuance  of  the  laws 
previously  in  force,  and  with  regard  to  the  right  of  introducing  the  laws  of  Kng- 
land.  Maseres  and  those  who  thought  with  him  were  of  opinion  that  liriand's 
position  as  a  bishop  should  have  been  di  lined  by  act  of  parliament,  not  as  he 
described  it  "  privately,  almost  clandestinely,  by  mere  connivance  of  niinistcrs'"* 
lie  declared  thai  Jie  could  never  discover  that  there  was  ever  any  patent,  or 
wariant  under  the  royal  signature,  conferring  the  authority  for  liriand's  exercise  of 
ids  ejiiscopal  functions.  ThtMe  was  simply  a  recommendation  to  appoint  a  super- 
intendent of  clergy,  at  the  moderate  sum  of  ^^200  sterling  vi  arly  income,  wd.ich 
was  carried  into  eflect  during  the  Ciovcrnmciit  of  the  nur.(|ui>  of  Kockingliam. 
through  the  inlluence  of  lUirUe. 

Monseigneur  Hriand  on  his  relurp  to  (Jucbec  assmned  ll:e  full  title  of  his 
])osition.t  His  manner  of  doing  so  however  was  sullicicnlly  modest,  he  declined 
to  accept  the  comi>limeiit  previously  paid'  to  his  predecessors  in  the  day-i  of 
l''rench  rule.  lie  did  not  pretend,  he  said,  to  be  a  bishop  on  tl;e  same  high  fooling 
as  they  were,  and  did  not  desire  to  be  treated  with  the  san'e  ceremony  and 
respect  which  they  had  obtained.  One  of  his  chief  duties  was  to  oidain  )iriests  for 
ihe  offices  of  the  church. I  Indeed  for  son".-  monllis  he  woic  the  "iUi/ain'  like  other 
Roman  ecclesiastics  :  afterwards  he  assumed  the  purple  robe  with  the  golden 
cross,  the  mark  of  his  episcopal  dignity.  Some  complaints  must  have  been  sent 
!o   London   complaining  of  Iiis  living  in    pomp  exhibiting  the  i>ageanlry  of  t!ie 

*  Occasional  essays,  1809.     p.  369. 

t   Tar  la  grace  de  I  )ieu  et  du  .Saint  Siege,  I'".ve([ue  de  (,>iiebec. 
X   Un  .simi'le  faiseur  de  prctres. 
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The  commerciiil  relations  of  the  couiitiA',  which  were 
much  comi)]icatecl,  were  also  the  sul)jcct  of  anxiety.  It  was 
not  easy  to  estaijlisli  souiul  princi[)les  of  conimeice  ;  iiuicccl 
at  that  date  they  found  h'ttle  acceptance  in  an\'  direction. 
The  shivc  trade  was  a  recot^nizcd  hrancli  of  enterprise,  ami 
there  \>'as  the  ahnost  'general  behef  that  a  monopoly  of  trade 
was  the  soundest  l)asis  for  the  interchange  of  produce.  ICach 
interest,  however  relatively  petty,  regarded  its  own  dcvelo])- 
ment  as  the  first  consideration,  whatever  the  loss  to  the 
communit)'  from  the  restrictions  enforced  to  obtain  special 
protection.  I'reedom  of  commercial  intercourse  no  where 
found  recognition,  and  the  broader,  more  philosophical 
condemnation  of  monoiioly  and  its  atteiulant  abuses  had  not 
even  been  discussctl.*  There  were  no  maiuifacturcs  in 
Canada  ;  they  were  }X't  to  be  creatctl  ;  so  there  was  no  special 
discouragement  of  an  interest  which  did  not  exist.  But  there 
was  an  observance  of  tlie  universal  law  of  ICurope,  by  which 
the  commerce  of  Canada  was  retained  for  the  benefit  of  the 
mercantile  intere;;t  of  the  centre  of  the  empire.     Man\'  were 


chinch  of  Rome,  uinl  of  liis  erectiiifj  a  magnificeiit  palace,  for  early  in  1769  Carletoii 
wrote  oil  tlio  .--ulijecl,  deiiyiiii;  lli.it  sucli  was  tiie  cisc  ;t  the  hi^hoji  hiiiiseif  lived  in 
a  small  apaniiient  in  lln'  seiiiiiiuiy,  l.iking  his  meals  at  tiie  coiiiiiKjn  talile.  His 
huihiiii!^  upeialions  had  been  to  place  a  ronf  on  the  bishop's  p.iiace,  the  walls  of 
whii'ii  were  standing,  and  to  make  it  tenanlaMe,  the  liuilding  lieiiig  iel  for  puMie 
offices.  One  inihlie  procession  only  was  ever  seen,  the  /''t"/i'  Diiit  which  anniialiv 
look  place  on  the  .Siinilay  siKeei-ding  Coipii"  C/ii/i/i,  as  ii.id  always  heen  the 
custom,  liefoie  the  expiration  of  ten  years,  however,  Mijr.  Hriaiid  had  attained  lo 
the  full  strength  of  his  rank.  .Mllioiigli  a  inan  of  great  judgment,  who  as  a  rule 
steered  thnuigll  the  difficnlties  of  his  position  with  temper  ami  ability,  he  coidd 
not  avoid  embarrassing  di-pntcs.  'I'liat  willi  M.  Niiicelut,  seigneur  of  1,'Isiel, 
whom  with  all  his  family  he  exconiinunicated,  was  decided  against  the  bishop  in 
court.  I  lis  exconinninication  of  the  entire  inhabitants  of  the  parish  of  Saint  John, 
of  which  M.  de  (ias|n.-  was  srignenr,  on  ai'connt  of  a  m.uriage  taking  ]ilace 
independently  of  the  church,  led  to  some  commotion,  and  was  only  removed  by 
him  at  the  jiersonal  intervention  of  the  de  (Jaspe  family,  which,  owing  to  their 
residence  near  tlie  spot,  was  inchided  in  ii. 

The  account  of  these  incidents  i.s  given  by  Ma.seres  [.\ddili"iial  papers,  etc., 
pp.  120-127].     ^"'"^  [larisli  was  the  modern  Saint  Jean  de  I'ort  joiy. 

+  Carleton  to  Hillsborough,  15th  March,  1769.     Can.  Arch.,  (^.,  6.,  p.  34. 


*  The  Wealth  of  Nations,  by  Adam  Smith,  was  first  published  111  1776. 
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civ^aj^cd  ill  snuit^;^liiii^  ^nods  brouLjht  from  I'rancc.  Murray 
exerted  himself  to  prevent  tlic  practice,  and  not  always 
successful  1\'.  If  a  stroll!^'  parly  in  I""rance  had  willingly  seen 
the  political  connection  with  Canada  severed,  considering  the 
rclationshi[)  to  be  only  a  source  of  expense  without  corres- 
poiuh'ng  advantages,  many  of  the  commercial  classes  desired 
to  retain  the  trade  of  former  days.  I'he  navigation  acts 
enforced  that  the  vessels  cngageil  in  tiic  trade  should  he  built 
either  in  ILiigland.  or  the  colonies  :v.--A  that  two  thirtls  of  the 
crew  should  be  Hritish  subjects.  'Ihus,  all  thai  was  enacted 
in  their  enforcement  was  theoreticalK'  in  the  nati<)nal  interest, 
and  claimed  to  be  without  hardship  to  the  province  which 
[)ossessed  its  own  vessels.  I'he  cruisers  engaged  in  the  pre- 
vention of  foreign  trade,  b\'  their  vigilance  greatl)'  restricted 
smuggling  ;  consequently  the  islands  of  Saint  Pierrj  and 
Miquclon  became  the  deposit  for  the  importations  designed 
for  Canada  and  for  New  iMigland.  In  1764  a  \essel  from 
London,  short  of  water,  put  in  to  .Saint  Pierre  ;  those  visiting 
the  place  found  every  house  filled  with  merchandise.  The 
course  taken  was  to  land  the  goods  for  Canada  low  down  the 
river,  ami  in  winter  to  bring  them  up  b)-  sleighs.  On  other 
occasions,  convenient  spots  on  the  New  I'jigland  coast  were 
chosen,  where  they  could  be  landed  undisturbed.  * 

ason 


In   consequence  of  the  sc; 


1764  being  unfavourable 


to  the  French  fisheries,  purchases  of  fish  had  been  made  from 
the  New  lingland  fishermen,  payment  being  made  in  manu- 
factured goods  which  were  convej'cd  to  New  luiglantl  and 
landed  at  spots  untroubled  b>'  custom  houses,  whence  they 
could  be  easily  distributed.  The  spirit  of  smuggling  was  the 
leading  [principle  of  New  iMigland  commerce.  It  will  be  seen 
that  the  effi)rts  to  supjjress  it  exercised  a  powerful  influence 
in  creating  the  bad  feeling  towards  Great  Britain.  It  was  one 
of  the  causes  of  that  tlcsire  for  sei)aralion  entertained  bv  an 
active  minorit\',  that  on  every  opportunity  acted  u[)on  ils 
opinions,  sustaining  them  by  the  parade  of  other  grievances. 


nil    : 


Murray  to  Halifax,  281I1  October.     Can.  Arch.,  Q.,  2,  p.  224. 
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Without  a  rccdjTiiition  of  this  feelinfj,  w  hich  to  the  time  of  the 
declaration  of  iiulependencc  was  not  onl\-  carefully  concealed, 
but  re|)udiate(l  h\'  the  provincial  a<^cnts  in  London,  \vc  fail 
to  seize  the  key  to  the  complications  which  ensued.  They 
will  in  a  future  chapter  be  more  full}'  related. 

Murra)-'s  repcatctl  representations  that  barracks  sliould  l)c 
constructed  in  Montreal  fnially  obtained  attention,  antl  in 
1765  buildin<rs  for  the  accommodation  of  the  troops  were 
erected.  But  misfortune  frowned  upon  the  enterprise,  for  in 
]*"ebruary,  1766,  wlien  they  were  in  a  condition  to  receive  the 
troops  the\-  were  burned,  with  all  the  stores  placed  ni  them. 
At  the  time  it  was  supposed  that  the  fire  was  the  work  of  an 
incendiar)-.  AccordinL;ly,  it  uas  considered  neccssarj'  to  call 
a  public  ineetinLj,  and  appeal  to  the  inhabitants  to  make 
arrangements  ft)r  L;i\'it!;-,^  shelter  to  tlic  troops.  Captain 
Garden,  the  officer  in  chart^e  of  the  duty,  reported  that  those 
jiresent  listened  tc)  the  request  without  an\'  expression  of 
opinion.  The  ma;^istratcs  who  attended  t;ave  no  support  to 
the  i^overmnent,  while  some  of  the  Canadians  present,  (juy  and 
Adhemar,  w  ilh  a  .Swiss,  one  de  .Saule,  declaimed  with  some 
violence  aj^ainst  the  demand.  Ilertel  de  Rouvillc  who  had 
been  sent  from  Three  Rivers,  sustained  the  application,  and 
accompanied  by  Garden  went  amon<f  the  inhabitants  on  whom 
the  soldiers  were  billeted,  and  succeeded  in  persuadint^  them, 
except  in  some  cases,  as  de  Rouville  says,  when  jjood  cause 
was  [jjivcn,  to  keep  the  troops  until  the  ist  of  AIa\-,  at  which 
date  it  was  resolved  to  hire  houses  for  their  accommodation. 

It  is  worth)'  of  beiiii^  placed  on  record  that  Garden,  writinc^ 
on  the  23rd  of  January,  reports  the  violent  shock  of  an  earth- 
quake, and  it  coukl  have  been  no  ordinar\-  event  thus  to 
attract  public  attention.* 

Much    exaggeration    has    been    expressed  with    regard  to 

"as ' ■      ~ 

•  C"ai(ieii's  words  are  :  "We  had  this  morning  at  five  a  violent  shock  of  :in 
earthiiuake,"  23rd  January,  1766.  Tlie  recurrence  of  similar  [ihenomena  in  163S, 
and  1663  [ante,  vol.  I.,  p.  165  :  290-3,]  with  lliis  recorded  event,  may  perhaps 
ieaii  to  the  belief  that  tlie  northern  jiart  of  the  continent  is  not  so  utterly  free  from 
these  seismonic  inlluences  as  many  scientific  writers  hive  declared. 
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the  extent  of  cmitjjration  from  Can.ula  after  tlie  peace.  In 
Janiiar}',  1764,  de  tnicrch}',  the  h^'encli  ainbassador  in  London, 
by  direction  of  his  court,  complained  of  tlie  extortionate 
charfjes  made  by  the  captains  of  saihiiLj  vessels  for  passa<fe 
money  from  the  ]*"rench  Canadians,  in  excess  of  what  was 
asked  in  other  cases:  in  itself  an  obstruction  to  any  desire  on 
the  part  of  the  new  subjects  to  return  to  I""rance.  Murray 
was  instructed  to  jirevent  such  exaction  if  practised.  As  no 
complaint  had  Ijcen  made  at  Quebec,  and  the  allegation  was 
contrary  to  fact,  the  stJitement  created  much  surprise.  Ihc 
protest  was  accompanietl  In-  an  application  to  send  French 
.ships  to  Quebec.  Suspicion  was  excited  at  this  unusual 
demand,  and  it  was  looked  upon  in  London  as  an  attempt  to 
nuiltiph'  the  emii^ration  from  h'rancc,  rather  than  as  the 
means  of  aiding  those  who  wished  to  return  there. 

Murray  replied  that  the  price  of  the  pas.sage  home  in  all 
cases  was  fifteen  guineas,  those  goinij  on  shipboard  findint;" 
their  own  provisions,  ami  that  there  was  ncj  want  of  ships  for 
such  as  were  desirous  of  leavinj^'  Canada,  very  few  havin_<^  that 
intention.  In  Autjjust,  Murray  reportetl  that  throughout  the 
whole  province  two  hundred  anil  seventy  souls,  men,  women 
and  children,  were  all  that  had  determined  to  return  to 
France.  They  were  chiefly  officers  and  their  families.  Of  this 
number  Ilaldimaiul  stated  that  five  only  were  leaving  Three 
Rivers,*  two  women,  two  children,  and  one  servant. 

The  I'^rench  Canadians  felt  depressed  at  the  prospect  of 
not  obtaining  the  value  of  the  paper  mone\'  issued  during  the 
war  held  by  them  ;  to  a  great  extent,  it  was  a  matter  be}-ond 
the  control  of  the  British  ministry.  This  money  had  ceased  to 
be  current  since  i76o.f  I  have  related  the  course  followed  by 
the  imperial  government  to  obtain  jiayment,  and  the  arrange- 
ment ultimately  effected.  I  think  it  right  to  recur  to  the 
subject  ;  for  the  correspondence  of  this  date  establishes  the 
fair   treatment    that    the    Canadian    holders    of    the    monev 
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*  C^-in.   Arcli.,  Q.,  2,  \i.  270. 
t  Ante,  vol.  IV.,  pp.  459-461. 
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received,  and  the  effort  made  by  the  British  government  on 
their  bclialf  to  obtain  rccoffnition  of  the  obligation.  * 

One  of  the  earliest  acts  of  the  iiolders  in  Montreal,  on 
hearing  of  the  signature  of  the  preliminary  articles  of  peace, 
was  to  petition  the  iiome  authorities  to  protect  tlieir  interests. 
The  petition  was  favourably  received  ;  the  crown  undertooU 
to  make  every  exertion  to  obtain  payment  for  the  amounts 
due,  and  in  December,  1765,  Halifax  wrote  to  Murray  to 
obtain  a  return  of  the  amount  in  circulation  in  tlie  three 
governments.  In  February,  1764,  Murra\-  rc[)licd  to  Halifax, 
that,  as  tlie  paper  money  had  become  a  matter  of  traffic, 
on  the  preceding  27th  of  May  he  had  published  a  declaration 
on  the  subject.  He  had  assembled  the  Canadian  merchants, 
and  had  enforced  upon  them  the  absurdity  of  their  parting 
with  their  money  for  almost  nothing,  as  they  must  do  if  they 
sold  it  at  that  time,  and  recommended  that  they  should  wait 
the  result  of  these  negotiations.  In  order  to  carry  out  the 
instructions  he  had  received,  Murray  opened  an  office,  and 
invited  every  possesssor  of  such  money  to  register  his  claim, 
so  that  the  I^'rench  government  would  be  unable  to  plead,  that 
the  money  held  in  Canada  had  been  designedly  sent  from 
France  for  the  purpose  of  being  included  in  the  claim  for 
liquidation.  Many  of  the  Fnglish  merchants  speculated  in 
the  purchase,  paying  fifteen  livrcs  in  the  hundred  to  those 
who  would  sell.  There  is  no  ground  for  the  statement  that 
the  French  ininistry  employed  agents  to  buy  up  the  paper  at 
a  chea]^  rate. 

Instructions  were  given  in  Three  Rivers  and  Montreal  for 
a    similar    registration    to    be    made,  and   in    August,   1764, 
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*  Mr.  Gainenii,  vol.  II.,  ji.  3S2,  lid.  1882,  makes  the  following  reniarU  : 
'•  La  creancc  des  Caiiadiens  immense  pour  le  pays,  fut  pre.sciue,  entieienient 
perdue  par  eiix.  Des  negotiants  el  des  officiers  anglais  aciietereiit  a  vil  piix  une 
pir'ie  cie  ces  papiers,  et  en  revendirenl  argent  coinptant  une  portion,  a  des 
f.icteurs  francais,  sur  la  place  de  Londres."  I  cannot  find  a  shred  of  evidence  for 
this  iitattment.  On  the  contrary,  repeated  warning  was  given  to  the  Canadians 
ri"'t  to  .sacritice  their  notes;  the  whole  efiort  of  men  in  power  was  to  place  them 
al.ove  the  inlluence  of  the  speculator. 
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Murray  reported  that  the  total  amount  of  the  paper  money 
in  circulation  was  nearly  seventeen  millions  uUivrcs* 

\n  attempt  to  depreciate  the  value  of  this  paper  was  made 
by  the  court  of  I'rance,  in  which  it  was  pointed  out  that 
from  the  discredit  into  which  it  had  fallen,  it  had  been 
purchased  at  <So  and  90  per  cent,  discount  ;  that  it  did  not 
represent  the  value  of  what  had  been  received,  owinij  to  the 
hi<^h  price  paid  for  the  articles  obtained  ;  "that  the  bills  of 
exchange  of  1759  were  paid  in  part,  and  the  bills  that  remained 
were  only  such  as  had  been  issued  after  this  paj'ment.  'I'he 
British  reply  was  that  the  court  of  France,  havin<^  been  the 

*  Tlie  following  return  {jives  the  precise  aniount  [Can.  Arch.,  Q.,  2.,  p.  168]. 
Kecipitiilaiion  Gi;iieral  of  the  fajier  Money,  in  the  province  of  (Jiichec. 

GovcTNiUciii  of  Qiic/vc. 
In  Canada. 

Letters  of*  I'",xchaii{je 683,413  18     3 

Oriioniiances 4,614,167  16     o 

Cards 318,569  176 

Certificates 122,785  8  10 

5.738.937     o  7 

J  It  Europe. 

Letters  of  l'",xcliange 766,359     9     o 

Onionnances 702,325     5     o 

Cards 33.259    o    o 

1,501,943   14     o 

7,240,880  14     7 

Govevument  of  Montreal. 

Letters  of  Kxcliaiige 667,650     6     6 

Onionnances   including 

tlie  Kecepisses 6,548,869  10     o 

Cards 220,479   '5     o 

CertKicates  and  Etats   ....        543,298   16  10 

7.980,298     8     4 

CoTeriimenl  of  Trois  A'iiiires, 

Letters  of  Kxchange 78,743     5     o 

Ordonnaiices >. 297, 579  15     o 

Cards 7o>755   '6     6 

Certilicaies 114,252     2     5 

i.5f>'.33o  iS  11 

Total         ..         16,782,510     I   10 
J.  Murray. 
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cause  of  the  discredit  allc<jed,  had  110  rij^ht  to  profit  hy  it ; 
tliat  the  prices  paid  for  supplies  had  jjecn  estahh'shed  hy  the 
iutendaut  ;  that  the  date  of  the  ordinances  could  not  con- 
stitute a  reason  why  they  should  not  be  paid ;  that  such  paper 
money  was  the  currenc)-  of  the  colony  issued  In'  I'rance, 
consequently  the  country  was  responsible  for  it.  The  final 
settlement  having  been  described,  it  is  uiuiecessar\'  a<.fain  to 
allude  to  it.* 

h'rom  the  narrative  which  has  been  uiven  of  the  two  vears 
of  Murray's  government,  the  chaos  of  difficulty  against  which 
he  had  constantly  to  contend  can  be  easily  understood.  He 
laboured  under  man)- disadvantages  ;  his  limited  powers  with- 
held control  over  Lne  military  force  at  Three  Rivers  and 
Montreal,  and  what  influence  could  be  exercised  by  the 
commandant  at  Montreal,  to  use  the  mildest  phrase,  was  not 
on  the  side  of  i)eace  and  order.  It  was  a  period  of  transition, 
when  the  rulers  had  the  right  to  look  in  all  ilirections  for 
assistance  and  support,  and  in  no  quarter  more  than  in  the 
newly  appointed  law  officers,  liut  both  the  chief-justice  and 
the  attornc}'-general  proved  so  incompetent  that  they  were 
immediately  removed.  Throughout  Murray's  letters  we  can 
likewise  read,  that  he  suffered  from  the  want  of  money  to  meet 
the  charges  of  the  public  service.  The  cost  of  government 
could  not  be  paid  by  the  duties  imposed,  and  even  these  could 
only  be  imperfectly  collected.  Xo  opposition  could  be  more 
factious  than  that  he  txpcricnced  from  the  small  English 
speaking  minority  ;  those  constituting  it  shewed  no  sense  of 
justice  or  right.  Their  failure  to  impose  their  rule  upon  the 
l^'rench  Canadians  led  to  disappointment  and  bad  feeling. 
There  is  ground  for  belief  that  they  receivetl  support  in 
London :  Walkerwas  certainl)'  enabled  to  obtain  his  re-appoint- 
ment as  a  magistrate.  Their  number  always  remained  weak 
and  unimportant,  but  the  consciousness  of  the  fact  imposed 
no  limit  on  their  arrogance.  This  knot  of  men  finally  asked 
for  Murray's  recall.  Their  petition,  described  in  high-sound- 
incf  laneruacrc  as  that  of  the  British  merchants  and  traders, 


Ante,  vol.  IV.,  p.  460-61. 
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was  signed  by  onl)-  twcnty-oiic  persons.  It  was  undated,  l)Ut 
it  was  c\'itlcntly  written  in  1765,  about  a  \car  after  Mnrra}' 
assunicil  office,  siioitly  after  tlie  peace  made  \)\'  sir  W'ilh'ain 
Johnson  with  the  Dehiwares  on  the  iSth  of  Jul)',  1764.  It  had 
only  been  in  the  previous  November  that  Houcpiet  had  ilictatcd 
his  terms  at  the  forks  of  the  Musl<int;inn.  'VUc  petition  states 
that  the  Ljreatcr  part  of  them  had  arrived  in  Canaihi  on  the 
surrender  of  tiie  C(;lony,  su,L;\i;estin_<4'  tiiat  tliey  came  from  New 
England.  They  had  submitteti,  they  said,  without  a  murmur 
to  "  the  military  t^overnment,  however  oppressive  and  severely 
felt,"  a  complaint  on  their  part  certainly  stran.Lje,  as  their 
presence  was  the  conseiiuence  of  the  success  of  a  militar\' 
expedition.  They  had  hoped  that  time  with  a  civil  establish- 
ment would  remedy  the  evil,  and  with  peace  thty  trusted  to 
enjoy  the  blessinj^s  of  British  libertw  We  ha\e  seen  in  their 
proposed  treatment  of  the  h'rench  Canadian  population  the 
true  character  of  the  liberty  they  would  ^rant  to  others. 

The  chartj^es  a<4ainst  .Murray  of  the  deprivatifjn  of  an  open 
Indian  trade  was  unwarrantable,  as,  owin<r  to  the  Indian  war, 
there  was  no  post  accessible  until  the  summer  of  1765,  and 
even  then,  it  was  a  matter  of  dant^er  to  ascend  the  rivers  unless 
in  numbers  and  armed.  Murra\-  is  accused  of  enacting-  vexa- 
tious, oppressive,  and  unconstitutional  (jrclinances,  injurious 
to  civil  liberty  and  the  protestant  cause  ;  of  discountenancinj^ 
the  protestant  religion  by  ne<flectiny;  to  attend  church  ;  anil 
of  failing  to  provide  the  protestants  with  a  place  of  worshii), 
as  if  they  themselves  had  no  duty  and  responsibility  in  this 
respect ;  that  he  hatl  suppressed  the  remonstrances  of  the 
king's  subjects  in  silence  and  contempt,  and,  on  the  other 
hand  had  treated  those  addressing  him  with  rage  and  rudeness 
of  language;  that  he  had  fomented  difficulties  between  the  old 
and  new  subjects,  and  had  encouraged  the  French  Canadians  to 
apply  for  the  a[)pointment  of  judges  speaking  their  language; 
that  he  had  endeavoured  to  quash  an  indictment  against 
Paul  I'anet,  accused  of  innaming  his  countrj'inen  against 
the  British.  They  asked  the  appointment  of  a  governor 
acquainted    with    other    maxims    than    those    furnished    by 
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military  life  ;  for  the  cstablisliiiicnt  of  a  lunise  of  ic[)rc.scnta- 
tivcs  to  be  clioscii  as  in  the  other  provinces  ;  that  is  to  say 
composed  (I  protestaiits  only,  as  the  pelitioiieis  put  it, 
"without  burthenini;  witli  snrli  oatlis  as  in  their  present  mode 
of  thinkinj^r  they  cannot  conscientiously  take."  'Die  petition 
was  sustained  in  London  by  a  second  petition  of  twenty-five 
firms  of  cil\'  merchants  tratlin<j  to  Quebec,  statini;'  that  their 
letters  confirmed  the  truth  of  the  Canadian  petition,  and 
asking  that  Canada  shoukl  be  placed  on  the  footing  of  the 
other  provinces. 

A  petition  was  also  sent  to  London  sij^ned  by  twent\'-one 
seigneurs  dcfeiuling  Murray,  expressing  their  esteem  for  his 
l)ersonal  (pialities,  and  their  regret  at  his  departure,  pra\-ing 
that  he  migh't  be  retained  in  tlie  country,  further  stating  that 
he  was  the  victim  of  a  cabal,  man)'  having  signed  the  charges 
not  knowing  their  spirit  and  meaning. 

The  letter  which  I  have  mentioned  as  sent  b\'  Conwa\-, 
directing  Murray  to  hold  himself  in  readiness  to  leave  for 
Lngland,  !nay  to  some  extent  liave  been  inlluenced  bj'  this 
petition  ;  but  Murray's  own  account  of  tlie  disorders  must 
liavc  established  the  necessity  of  steps  being  taken  to  obtain 
less  troublesome  times.  On  April  the  ist,  Conway  wrote  to 
him,  requesting  his  immediate  return.  The  letter  probably 
reached  him  early  in  June,  for  on  the  2Sth  lie  took  his 
departure,  leaving  tlie  senior  councillor,  lieutenant  colonel 
^luiiilius   Irving,  to  perform   the  dut)-  of  lieulenant  governor. 

I  can  find  no  record  tliat  tells  us  in  what  manner  Murray 
was  received  in  England  ;  there  are,  however,  some  few  facts 
to  aid  us  in  the  estimate  of  what  took  place.  The  policy 
inaugurated  by  him  of  treating"  the  French  Canadians  with 
justice  and  consideration  was  accepted  b}-  the  liritisli  govern- 
ment. It  became  the  established  i)olicy  of  his  successor, 
Carleton,  and  was  the  leading  principle  on  which  the  Quebec 
act  was  framed.  Moreover  he  was  retained  in  liis  government 
as  governor  general  till  April,  1/68,  for  eighteen  months  of 
tlie   government  of   his   successor,  who   remained  lieutenant 
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governor.*  If  these  facts  have  weight,  Murray  could  not 
have  been  received  witli  disfavour. 

Viewed  by  the  Hght  of  the  documents  we  can  refer  to,  and 
by  the  principles  of  government  which  arc  accepted  in  modern 
times,  Murray's  administration  can  onl)*  be  regarded  as  honest 
.'ind  enlightened.  lie  was  guided  1)\-  the  one  desire  of 
performing  his  dut}-.  lie  was  truthful  and  straightforward 
and  raised  above  all  thought  of  i)ersi)nal  interest.  lie  laiil 
down  a  broad  line  of  polic)'  not  to  permit  wrong  under  any 
form,  to  which  he  faithfully  adhered  ;  he  was  never  guilty  of 
mean  subterfuge,  never  practised  the  cunning,  tricky  deception 
so  frequently  met  in  modern  politics  antl  too  often  adduced  as 
evidence  of  ability,  llis  theory  of  a  good  government  was 
that  it  sliould  be  administered  with  strict  justice,  and  his 
opponents  were  hard  pushed  when  they  included  among  his 
striking  demerits  that  he  failed  to  attend  church.  There  is  no 
record  against  his  memory  of  personal  ill-doing  or  of  any 
disre</ard  of  social  moralilv  or  decencw  lie  exacts  our 
respect  for  entertaining  true  theories  cjf  colonial  government 
when  they  were  by  no  means  generally  entertained,  which  he 
endeavoured  on  all  occasions  to  carry  out. 

When  Murray  reached  London,  the  excitement  regarding 
the  stamp  act  had  somewhat  subsided,  for  it  had  been  repealed 
b)'  the  Rockingham  adnn'nistration.  That  mim"str\-,  however, 
had  ceased  to  be,  and  the  deploral)le  Chatham-Grafton 
ministry  was  in  power.  It  was  to  lord  Shelburne  as  secretary 
for  America  that  Murra\'  addressed  his  celebrated  letter  of 
the  20th  of  August,  1766,  in  which  he  vindicated  the  character 
of  his  own  government,  and  des^nbed  the  nature  of  the  oppo- 
sition he  had  met,  and  the  character  of  those  who  had  been 
prominent  in  assailing  him.  f 

Murray  did  not  return  to  Canada,  but  he  retained  his  rank 

*  1  form  Uiis  o|)iiiion  (roiii  I  1iIIsI)oi()iil;1i  s  lellir  t<>  (,  ailcton,  Olli  uf  March, 
1768,  [Can.  .-Vich.,  (^.,  5,  p.  35O,]  coiiijialul.iiini;  (..'aileion  on  liis  appointmenl  as 
Governor  :  the  eiuoUnuent  svas  ^f  1200  jier  aiimtin. 

t  This  lellcr  is  givL-n  in  full  at  liie  cMii  of  tliis  chapter.  Indejiendently  ot 
liavinjT  been  written  hy  Mnrray  in  his  own  justitication,  it  contains  niuch  statistical 
information  concerninsj;  the  province  at  that  period. 
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ill  the  arin\'  to  ilistinj^uish  hiiiisclf  hy  liis  defence  of  Miiiorcii 
when  hesie^ijed  In-  the  I-'reiich  Jiiid  Si);iiiisli.  The  l""reiu:ii 
llei't,  on  leiiviii;.;  Ihe^t  in  jinie,  joined  tli.it  of  Spiiin,  and  both 
lleets  siiiled  to  Minorca,  and  landed  ;i  lai'i^i;  force-  nnder  the 
due:  deCrillon  ainonntinj;  to  12,000  men,  The  Urilisli  i^arrison 
at  .Si.  I'hilip's  casllc  consisted  I'f  the  two  Hritish  re;4iinents, 
tlie  51st  and  Tjist,  and  two  ilanovt-rian  rejj;iinents,  the  2\m\ 
battah'ons  of  Prince  I'',rnest  and  of  (iohicl«.'r,  all  of  tiieni 
LfreatU'  re(hiceil  hv  sickness.  The  stor\'  is  well  known  of  de 
("rillon  inakin!4' an  offer  of /,' 100,000  to  Afurraj- to  surrender  the 
fortress,  with  a  commission  of  eiiual  rank,  either  in  the  iM'encli 
or  S})aiiish  service,  Murray's  reply  was  one  of  indiLjnation 
and  defiance.  i'he  stru.tj[L,de  was  priil<Mii;ed  dnrini,;'  the  winter, 
even  with  the  disparity  of  force.  On  (Hie  occasion,  a  success- 
full)'  directeil  sally  drove  de  ('rillon  from  Ins  iiead(|uarters  at 
cape  Molas.  The  defence  was  desperatel\- persevered  in,  even 
when  the  ;^arrison  was  afflicted  by  [)Utrid  fever,  scurvy  and 
dysentery.  .At  the  close  of  w  iiiler,  700  men  onl\'  were  reported 
for  iluty,  mail}'  of  these  sufferiiii;'  from  il)'senter\'.  Minorca 
capitulatetl  on  the  5th  of  l''el)rnaiy,  17NJ,  with  the  full  honours 
of  war,  the  remarkable  defence  mach.'  ^ainin^  for  the  com- 
mander and  his  troo[)s  the  mr)st  respeedul  treatment. 
Murray's  connection  with  Canadian  histitry  exacts  that  his 
last  ap[)carance  in  public  life  shonld  be  recorded  in  his  own 
words  ;  there  are  indeed  few  narratives  more  touchin^f  or  that 
display  greater  devotion  to  duty.  ".Such  was  the  uncommon 
spirit  of  the  kint^'s  soldiers,  that  the\' concealed  their  disorders 
and  inability  rather  than  ljo  into  hospital,  several  men  died 
on  ouard,  after  liavin;^'  stood  sentry  ;  their  fate  was  not  dis- 
covered till  called  upon,  when  it  came  to  their  turn  to  mount 
again.  I'erhaps  a  more  noble  nor  a  more  tragical  sceiic  was 
ever  exhibited  than  that  of  the  march  of  the  garrison  of  St. 
I'hilipp's  through  the  Spanish  and  h'rench  armies.  It  con- 
sisted of  no  more  than  600  old  decrei)it  soldiers,  200  seamen, 
120  of  the  ro)'al  artillery,  20  Corsican.s,  25  Greeks,  Turks, 
Moors,  Jews,  etc.  The  two  armies  weie  drawn  up  in  two 
lines,  the  battalions  fronting  each  other,  forming  a  way  for  us 
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to  march  tlin)iij4h  ;  they  consisted  of  14,000  men,  and  reached 
from  tlie_^lacis  to  ( leoi;;ijlo\\n,  where  oui'  battalion:;  laid  down 
thrir  arms,  declaring  that  they  had  smrendered  them  to  (iod 
alone,  havin.i;  the  consolation  to  kncjw  the  victors  woulil  not 
plume  themselves  in  taking  an  hospital."* 

Many  of  the  h'rench  and  Spanish  soldiers  were  affected  to 
tears  as  this  handful  of  hnjken,  wasted  men  marched  between 
the  lines  more  with  the  piidc  of  contjuerors  than  with  the 
depression  of  defeat.  The  drums  were  beatings  the  colours 
flyinjf,  as  witii  shouldered  arms  and  anununition  in  their 
pouches,  the  few  lumtlred  who  remained  of  the  British  and 
Hanoverian  rei^iments,  without  the  tinL,'i;  of  a  blush,  passed 
before  the  thousands  whom  for  si.\  months  the)'  had  kept  at 
ba)'.  I'"our  pieces  of  cannon  with  two  i;uns  followed,  the 
i,nnniers  holdini;  two  li;4hted  matches.  It  is  due  to  the  con- 
([uerors,  to  bear  testimony  to  the  ^tj[cnerous  and  considerate 
treatment  they  extended  to  these  <4allant  men. 

Murray  died  at  his  iiouse,  ( ireat  (ieor^e  street,  Westminster, 
on  the  19th  of  March,  1794,  a  major-<;eneral  in  the  army, 
colonel  of  the  72ml  foot,  [governor  t)f  fort, William  in  Scotland, 
and  M.l'.  for  Terthshire.  The  familj-  estates  passed  to  his 
uncle  the  duke  of  Alhol.  When  his  body  was  opened  for 
embalmment  several  bullets  by  which  he  had  been  wounded 
in  Germany  and  America  were  discovered. -f- 

Such  was  the  first  liritish  ^overnor-in-chief  after  the 
conquest.  In  the  Ioiil;'  roll  of  unblemished  yood  service  and 
the  record  of  his  honourable  fidelit)'  t(j  his  trust  and  ilut}-,  no 
passai;e  of  his  life  statids  out  in  bris^hter  colours,  than  the 
period  durin<j  which  he  turned  a  deaf  ear  to  intf^lerance  and 
the  spirit  of  persecution,  and  slro\e  to  shew  to  the  new 
subjects  of  the  crown  how  trul\'  beneficent,  just  antl  noble, 
with  all  its  errors,  the  rule  of  i;reat  Britain  has  ever  proved 
itself  to  be. 


Annual  Register,   1 794,  p.  214. 
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GKNERAL  ML'RKAV'.S   LETTER  TO   THE  EARE  OE  S1IEE15URNL. 


Murray's  letlcr  to  lonl  Sliflhuiiie  was  first  bionj^lit  to  notice  in  "  Eamberl's 
'['ravels  tluouj^li  Canada  aiiii  llie  rniled  Stales,"  wliich  appeared  in  1814.  It  had 
almost  jiassed  out  of  nienioiy,  when  in  1SS6,  in  a  volume  written  i)y  me, 
"Canadian  Archreoloijy,"  I  drew  attention  to  it  by  publishing;  the  fjreater  portion 
of  the  text.  As  the  letter  is  not  tlieie  f;iven  in  its  entirely,  and  in  order  as  an 
liistorical  document  that  it  may  be  s^encraily  accessible,  I  ai)|)end  it  in  full  as  it 
appears  in  tlie  Ilaldiinand  collection  in  the  Archive  bnnch,  Ottawa  [15. ,  8,  ]).  l]. 
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"EoNDON,   20th  August,  1766. 
"  Mv  EoHii, 

"In  Mr.  Secretary  Conway's  letter  to  me  of  tiie  24tli  October,  1764,  I  am 
ordered  to  ])repare  for  my  return  to  {•".uyland,  in  order  to  give  a  full  and  distinct 
account  of  the  ]iresent  state  of  the  province  of  (Jiuei)ec,  of  the  nature  and.  causes  of 
the  disorders  and  divisions  which  have  happened  in  the  province,  ami  of  my  own 
conduct  and  ])roceedings  in  the  administration  of  the  government. 

"  In  obedience  to  that  conmiand  I  have  the  honour  to  report  as  follows  : 

Sr.\iK  oi'  Till-,  ruoviNi:!:. 

'■  It  consists  of  one  hundred  and  ten  ])arislies,  exclusive  of  the  towns  of  (Jiuebec 
and  .Montreal.  These  parishes  contain  9,722  houses,  and  54,575  Christian  souls  ; 
they  occu]iy  955.754  arpeuls  of  arable  land.  In  the  yea'-  171J5  they  sowed 
180,300^2  niiuots  of  grain',  and  that  year  they  possessed  12,546  oxen  ;  22,724 
cows,  '5,059  young  horned  cattle,  27,064  sheep,  28,976  ;wiue,  and  13,757  horses, 
as  ap])ears  by  the  recapilulalion  of  the  /{mi.ui/u'ii/  taken  by  my  order  in  the  year 
1765.  The  towns  of  (Jiiebec  and  Montreal  contain  about  14.700  inhabitants.  The 
savages,  who  are  called  Roman  Catholics,  livi  ig  within  the  liniils  of  the  |irovince, 
consist  of  7..^oo  souls,  so  that  the  whole,  exclusive  of  the  ki  p's  troops,  doth 
amount  to  76,675  'oiils,  of  which  in  the  parishes  are  nineteen  ])rolestant  fandlies, 
the  rest  of  that  peri^uasion,  a  few  half  pay  olticers  excepted,  are  traders,  mechanics, 
and  publicans,  who  reside  in  the  two  towns  of  (Jueliec  and  .Montieal.  Most  of 
them  were  followers  of  the  army,  of  mean  education,  or  soldiers  disbanded  al 
the  reduction  of  the  troo|is.  .Ml  have  their  fortunes  to  make,  and  I  fear  few  of 
them  are  solicitous  abo\it  the  means  when  the  end  can  be  obtained.  I  report 
them  to  be  in  general  the  most  immoral  collection  of  men  I  ever  knew  ;  of 
course  little  calculate<l  to  make  the  new  subjects  enaniourtd  with  our  laws, 
religion  and  customs,  far  less  adapted  to  enforce  these  laws  and  to  govern. 

"On  the  other  hand  the  Canadians,  accustomed  to  arbitrary  and  a  sort  of 
mililaiy  government,  are  a  frugal,  industrious,  moral  race  of  men  who,  from  the 
just  and  mild  treatment  they  met  with  from  I  lis  .Majesty's  mUitaiy  ollicers,  who 
ruled  the  country  four  years,  until  the  establi>hment  o(  civil  government,  had 
greatly  got  the  belter  of  the  natural  aiuipathy  they  had  to  their  con(iuerors. 

"They  consist  of  a  tiobkise  who  are  numerous,  and  who  picpie  them.selves 
much  upon  the  antiquity  of  their  families,   their  own  militaiy  glory  and  that  of 
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their  ancestors.  Tlie  iio/'/i'ssi'  are  sei^neiiv.s  of  the  wliole  countiv,  an.i  tliciiiL;li  not 
rich,  are  in  a  situation,  in  that  i)lentifiil  part  of  tlic  world  where  money  is  scarce 
and  luxury  still  unknown,  to  support  ihcir  di^iiily.  The  inliahitants,  tiieir/d'/w;/- 
liers,  who  pay  only  an  annual  ipiit  rent  ofal)ouI  a  dollar  for  one  hundred  acres, 
are  at  their  ease  and  conifortal-le.  They  have  heen  accustonie<l  to  respect  and 
obey  their  >ni/i/a.u;  their  tenures  heiiif;  niilitaiy  in  the  feudal  manner.  They  have 
shared  with  tlieni  the  daiifjers  of  the  held,  and  nalnial  allcclioii  has  heeii  increased 
in  proportion  to  the  calamities  wliich  have  been  coinnioii  to  both  from  the 
conquest  of  their  country.  As  they  have  been  taut;ht  to  respect  their  superiors, 
and  not  yet  intoxicated  Aith  the  abuse  of  liberty,  tlu-y  are  shockeil  at  the  insults 
which  their  nol'lisst'  and  the  Kini^s  ofrtcers  have  received  from  the  Eiijili^h  traders 
and  lawyers  since  the  civil  government  took  place. 

"It  is  natural  to  suppose  they  are  jealoirs  of  their  religion.  'I'liey  are  very 
ignorant.  It  was  the  ])olicy  of  the  French  (iovernnient  to  keep  them  so.  Fewor 
none  can  read.  I'rintiiig  was  never  psrniitted  in  C'.inada  till  we  got  possession  of 
it.  Their  veneration  for  the  priesthood  is  in  )iroporiioii  to  that  ignor.mce.  It 
will  ])robably  decrease  as  they  become  enlightened.  For  the  clergy  thev  are  very 
illiterate  and  of  mean  birth,  and  as  they  are  now  debarred  from  supplies  of  ecclesi- 
astics from  France,  that  order  of  men  wili  become  more  and  more  contemptible, 
provided  they  are  not  exposed  to  persecution. 

"  The  state  of  the  Roman  Catholic  clergy  I  have  already  fully  described  in 
my  report  to  your  Lordship's  olTice  in  the  year  1763,  it  will  therefore  be  super- 
fluous to  say  more  on  that  subject,  as  no  alteration   has  happened  since  that  time. 

"  I  am  really  ignorant  of  any  remarkable  disorders,  which  have  happened 
in  the  colony  while  I  commanded  there  ;  the  outrage  committed  on  Mr.  Walker, 
the  magistrate  at  Montreal,  excepted  ;  a  thorough  detail  of  that  lion  id  aff.iir  I 
have  already  laid  before  the  Kings  servants  in  my  letter  to  the  Lords  of  Trade 
of  the  2nd  of  March,  1765.  I  have  annexed  a  copy  of  that  letter,  in  case  it 
may  not  have  fallen  into  your  Lonlship's  hands. 

"Disoiders  and  divisions  from  the  nature  of  things  could  not  be  avoided  in 
attempting  to  establish  the  civil  government  in  Canada,  agreable  to  my  instruc- 
tions. The  same  troops  who  concpiered  and  governed  the  country  four  years 
remained  in  it.  They  were  commanded  by  an  officer,  who,  by  the  civil  establi.-h- 
ment,  had  been  depriveil  of  the  government  of  half  the  I'rovince,  and  who 
remained  in  every  respect  indejiendent  of  the  Civil  (iovernnient. 

"Magistrates  were  to  be  made  and  juries  to  be  com]iosed  from  four  hundred 
and  fifty  contein|)tible  sutlers  and  trailers.  It  is  easy  to  conceive  how  tlie  narrow 
ideas  and  ignorance  of  such  men  must  ofl'end  any  troops,  more  especially  those 
who  had  so  long  governed  them,  and  knew  the  meanness  from  which  they  had 
been  elevated.  It  would  be  veiy  unreasonable  to  suppose  that  such  men  would 
not  be  intoxicated  with  the  unexpected  power  put  into  their  haiuls,  and  that  they 
would  not  be  eager  to  show  how  amply  they  jiosses.^ed  it.  As  there  were  no 
barracks  in  the  country,  the  (|Uarlering  the  tr('oi)s  furni>lied  perpetual  opportunitv 
of  displaying  their  imiiortance  and  rancour.  The  (.'aiiadian  wo/'/wv  were  haled 
because  their  birth  and  behaviour  entitled  them  to  respect,  and  the  ])easaiits 
were  abhorred  because  they  were  saved  from  the  oppies>ion  they  were  threatened 
with.     The  presentments  of  the  Grand  Jury  at  (Quebec  puts  the  truth  of  these 
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remarks  beyond  a  doubt,  the  silence  of  llie  King's  servants  to  tlie  Governor's 
rem<)n:>ti'ance  in  consei|uence  of  these  presentments,  though  his  secretary  was 
sent  home  on  purpose  to  expedite  an  explanation,  coiilrilnited  to  encourage  tlie 
disturbers  of  tlie  jieace. 

Tile  improper  ciioice  and  tlie  iiiunber  of  the  civil  ofllcers  sent  over  from  I'lngland 
increased  the  discpiietude  of  the  colony.  Instead  of  men  of  genius  and  untainted 
morals,  the  reverse  were  ap|)oiuted  to  the  most  important  offices,  under  whom  it 
was  impossible  to  communicate  those  impressions  of  the  dignity  of  Government,  by 
which  alone  maiikiml  can  be  held  together  in  society.  The  Judge  iiitclied  upon 
to  conciliate  the  minds  of  seventy-live  Ihoiisanil  foreigners  to  the  laws  and  govern- 
ment of  Great  Hiitain,  was  taken  from  a  gaol,  entirely  ignorant  of  Civil  Law  and 
the  language  of  the  peojile.  The  .\ttorney-(  ieiieral,  with  regard  to  the  language, 
was  not  better  qualilied.  The  offices  of  the  .Secretary  of  the  I'lovince,  Registrar, 
Clerk  of  the  Council,  Commissary  of  Stores  and  Provisions,  I'rovost  Marshal,  &ca., 
were  given  by  patent  to  men  of  interest  in  I'jigland,  who  let  them  out  to  the  best 
bidders,  and  s"  little  considered  the  caiiacily  of  their  representatives  that  not  one 
of  them  understood  the  language  of  the  natives.  -As  no  salary  was  annexed  to 
these  I'atunt  places,  the  value  of  them  depended  upon  the  Tees,  which,  by  my 
instructions,  I  was  ordered  to  establish  e<pial  to  those  in  the  richest  ancient 
Colonies.  'I'liis  heavy  task,  and  t!ie  ra])acity  of  the  I'jiglish  lawyers,  was  severely 
felt  by  the  jioor  Canadians,  lint  they  jiatiently  submitted  ;  and,  though  stimulat- 
ed to  dispute  it  by  some  of  the  licentious  traders  from  New  \'ork,  they  cheerfully 
obeyed  the  Stamp  Act,  in  hopes  that  their  good  behaviour  would  recommend 
them  to  the  favour  and  protection  of  their  Sovereign. 

"  As  the  Council    Hooks    of  the    Province,   and   likewise  my  answers  to  the 
complaints  made  aijaiust  my  .idmiiiistration,  have  been  laid  before  your  l.or<Iship, 


It  is  needless,  I  i>resunie,  to  say  anything  fiuther  on 


funh 


that  subject  than  that  I 


aving  lieeii  accuseil  of  waiintli  ami  linnness  in  protecting  the  Kings  Canadian 


subjects,  and  of  d( 
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le  utmost  in   my  jiower  to  gam  to  my  royal   master  the 


affections  of  that  brave,  hardy  people,  whose  emigration,  if  ever  it  shall  lia]ipen, 
will  be  an  irreparable  'iss  to  this   I'.uqiire,  to  prevent  which,  I  declare  to  your 
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CHAPTER  V. 

Sir  Gu\'  Carlctoii,  subsctiuctitl}-  laiscd  tf)  tlic  pcerai;c  as 
lord  Dorchester,  will  always  retain  the  first  rank  in  Canadian 
annals.  lie  was  one  of  those  rare  men  wjio,  during  a  long 
and  varied  public  life,  lived  so  utterl\-  irreproachabU',  that  hi.s 
mcmor\'  remains  untainted  by  the  charge  of  a  semblance  of 
a  vice.  His  career  likewise  fuiiiishcs  one  of  the  man\'  proofs 
that  there  are  duties  to  be  undertaken,  which  give  neither 
renown  nor  fame,  but  which  exercise  the  greatest  inlluence  on 
human  happiness  and  prosperit}'.  The  development  of  the 
resources  of  a  countrv,  and  the  establishment  of  laws  b\' which 
personal  liberty  is  secured  and  the  rights  of  propertj-  justly 
maintained,  are  often  effected  so  unobtrusive!)'  and  with  such 
little  personal  distinction,  that  the  merit  of  the  principal 
instrument  in  their  introduction  is  soon  forgotten.*  It  is 
*under  this  aspect  his  character  is  to  be  considered,  indc- 
])endentl}'  of  his  military  reputation.  He  found  Canada 
^onvulsed  b\-  an  active  minorit)',  intent  on  attaining  their 
])urpose,  which  gained  strength  from  the  troubles  which  were 
agitating  the  old  provinces,  and  was  moreover  sustained  in 
the  mother  country  by  the  political  s\-mpalh\'  which  failed  to 
regard  but  one  side  of  the  problem.  The  more  the  opposi- 
tion whicli  Carlcton  experienced  and  his  adherence  to  the 
principles  he  had  formed  ior  the  tiischarge  of  his  duties  are 
considered,  the  more  his  moderation,  abilit}-  and  sense  of 
become 
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bcred  in  the  first  rank  of  the  able  men  who  preserved  Canada 
to  British  rule. 

The  third  son  of  a  jjjencral  in  the  arm)',  also  sir  Guy 
Carleton  of  Newry,  in  the  county  Down,  Ireland,  he  was  born 
in  1724,  so  that  he  had  scarcely  reached  middle  aj^e.  He 
entered  the  guards  at  an  earh'  ai^e  and  remained  in  that  regi- 
ment until  1 748, when  he  was  promoted  to  a  lieutenancy  in  the 
72nd  foot.  On  the  breaking  out  of  the  war,  he  accompanied 
the  liritish  force  to  Germany,  wiierc  he  attracted  attention  by 
his  gallantry  and  coiuluct.  lie  was  a  good  linguist  and 
spoke  l''rench  and  German  with  ease.  lie  early  formed  a 
friendship  with  Wolfe.  In  1752  the  latter,  then  a  lieutenant- 
colonel,  speaks  of  him  as  "  my  friend  Carleton."* 

He  accompanied  Wolfe's  e.vpedition  to  Quebec  as  quarter- 
master-general. During  the  operations  of  the  preceding  May, 
when  admiral  Durell  was  ordered  to  the  ile  au.\  Coudres,  in 
the  Saint  Lawrence,  to  prevent  any  attempt  at  the  defence  of 
"the  traverse,"  Carleton.  in  command  of  two  hundred  and  fifty 
men,  was  placed  in  command  of  the  land  operations.f  I'inding 
the  engineers  present  "indifferent  and  of  little  experience,"  in 
the  movements  before  Quebec,  W^olfe  entirely  relied  upon* 
Carleton  as  the  principal  engineer  officer,  although  his  rank 


*  In  Jaiumry  Wolfe  writes  to  his  molher:  "file  Duke  of  Ricliinoiid  is  to  hive 
a  company  in  lunl  Hiiiy's  iej;inienl  ;  lie  wants  some  skilful  man  to  travel  with  him 
tIiiou!;ii  the  fortified  towns  of  the  !,ow  ("ountiies  aii<l  I.oiaine.  [  have  proposed 
my  friend  Carleton,  whom  Lord  .Vlbemarle  approves  of.'"  [Wrii^ht's  Wolfe, 
p.  25 1.  J  Carleton  was  selected  for  the  diUy.  On  Wolfe's  appointment  as  a  liritjadier 
in  the  expedition  against  Cape  Breton,  he  askeil  for  the  appointment  of  Carleton 
upon  his  staff,  which  the  kini;  refused,  as  Wolfe  slates,  to  his  own  very  j^reat  s,nief 
and  disappoiiitmenl,  and  with  circiuiistances  extremely  tnipleasant  lo  him. 
Carleton  was  sent  to  join  the  army  of  the  celebrated  I'rince  I'erdinand  of  Mruns- 
wick,  and  Wolfe  wrote  to  lord  (ieortje  tieriiiaine,  at  the  time  lord  deorije  Saekville, 
that  Amherst  "would  tell  his  opinion  of  Carleton,  liy  which  you  will  probably  be 
better  convinced  of  our  loss."  When  Wolfe  sailed  on  the  Cape  Hreton  expedition, 
in  order  to  meet  any  coiuint;eMcy  arisinjj  from  his  death,  in  his  will  he  appointed 
Carleton  as  one  of  those  wdio  sh  luld  attend  to  his  affairs.  At  the  latter  end  of  ihe 
same  year  when  a|)poiiited  to  the  command  against  (Quebec,  the  difficulty  in  the 
appointment  of  L'arleton  again  ]nesente<l  itself,  but  it  was  finally  removed.  —  [.Viite, 
vol.  IV.,  p.  224.1 

+  Ante,  vol.  IV.,  p.  232. 
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was  that  of  quarterm.istcr-i^cncral.     Carlctoii  was  placed   in 
command  of  the    expedition    aj^ainst    I'oint   aux     Trembles, 
which  was  so  siiccessfulU'  conducted  that  lie  hrou.iiht  away 
sixty  prisoners.*      Throughout  the  whole  operations  he  played 
a  prominent  part,  alwaj's  with  ability  and  judLjnient,  and   on 
the  memtjrable   r3th  of  Sei)tember,  wiien  Wolfe  fell.  Carleton 
was  also  wounded.      He  was  one  of  the  executors  of  Wolfe's 
will,  who  left  him   i,  l,ooo.+      lie   lemained   behinil   with   the 
garri.son  of  Quebec  the  winter  of  1759-1760,  and  f)n  tie  Levis' 
desperate  attempt  on  the  28th  of  AjMil  to  regain  possession, 
Carleton  formed  one  of  the  l^ritish  force,  which  imdcr  Murray 
marched  out  from  their  intrenchments  to  meet  him.      He  was 
present  as  a  brit^adier  in  the  expedition  against  Helle-isle,  the 
last  effort  of  I'itt's  power.      In   1762  he  obtained  the  rank-  of 
colonel  and  proceeded  to  the  llavanna.      .\s  (luartciinaster- 
general,  he  took  part  in  the  sie<;e  under  the  carl  of  .Albemarle. 
In  an  attack  upon  the  S[)anish  redoubt  upon   Moro   Hill,  he 
carried  the  post  and  was  seriously  wounded.      The  peace  for 
a  time  closed   his  active  career,  and  we  do  not  attain  hear  of 
him  until  his  appointment  as  lieutenant-L,^overnor  c)f  Canada. 

Carleton  airiveti  at  Quebec  on  the  23rd  of  September,  1766, 
and  was  sworn  in  the  followinc;  da\'.  He  had  been  appointed 
the  previous  7th  of  April,  to  e.xercise  the  functions  of  the  office 
only  in  case  of  the  death,  or  absence  of  the  governor-in-chief 
Colonel  /Emilijs  Irving'  had  consecpiently  actetl  as  adminis- 
trator of  the  government  from  the  lOlh  of  June  to  the  above 
date,  a  few  da\'s  within  three  months.  It  was  not  until  the 
25th  of  October,  1769,  that  Carleton  became  goveiiior-in-chief. 
Several  addresses  were  presented  to  him  on  his  arrival,  from 
the  council,  the  magistrates,  the  merchants  and  traders  of 
Quebec  and  Montreal  ;  the\'  were  all  equally  complimentarw 
That  of  the  ccnmcil  stated,  that  the  uni<jn  of  the  chief  mililar\- 
command  with  that  of  the  highest  civil  authorit)-  would  be 
fruitful  of  good.  Carleton  replied  that  there  would  be  no  class 
distinctions  acted  upon,  the  one  difference  being  between  good 


*  Ante,  vol.  IV.,  p.  247. 

+  lie  was  also  executor  to  Mrs.  Wolfe,  who  dieil  in  1764. 
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men  and  bad.  The  merchants  complained  tliat  trade  was 
lan<;nishin<:j,  and  asked  that  an  impulse  mi_L,dit  be  f^iven  to  it. 
All  the  addresses  expressed  confidence  in  Carleton's  experience 
and  patriotism,  and  were  answered  with  eqnal  courtes)-. 

The  first  (hit)'  incumbent  upon  the  new  governor  was,  so  far 
as  he  was  able,  to  (juiet  public  fcelint^'  on  the  subject  of  the 
future  government  of  the  new  province.  There  was  dissatis- 
faction in  all  quarters.  The  arroijant  demands  of  the  Kni^lish 
speakiny;  minority  had  awakened  a  corresponding^  restlessness 
in  the  leaders  of  the  I'rench  Canadians.  They  williiii^ly 
accepted  English  criminal  law,  but  called  for  the  retention  of 
their  1'^ench  civil  law  and  custom,  without  modification.  As 
is  often  the  case,  there  was  a  general  feeling  that  the  more  that 
was  demanded  the  more  would  be  obtained.  Xor  was  Carleton 
encouraged  to  look  for  assistance  from  his  council,  as  an  event 
which  took  place  a  few  weeks  after  his  arrival  forcibK* 
suggested.  In  ortler  to  discuss  some  pressing  (]U(^stion,  Carle- 
ton  summoned  two  or  three  members,  onl\-.  to  attend,  upon 
which  those  who  had  not  been  called  upon  remonstrated 
against  the  proceeding.  The  leader  of  the  moxement  was 
Mabane  :  he  had  arri\'ed  in  Canada  as  a  surgeon's  mate,  and 
for  some  years  had  occupied  prominent  positions.  iMabane 
was  sustained  by  Cuthbcrt,  who  had  established  himself  at 
lierthier,  Walter  Murra}-,  described  1)\-  Carleton  as  a  "strolling 
player,"  and  Mounier,  represented  as  "  an  honest  trader  who 
knows  little  of  our  language  or  manners  and  will  sign  any- 
thing."     The  paper  was  also  signed  by  colonel  Irving. 

The  remonstrance  set  forth  that  the  bad  consequences 
which  nn'ght  arise  from  the  ])ractice  were  manifold,  but  as 
colonel  Irviii''"  had  cxi)!aincd  that  it  was  b\-  accident,  not 
intention,  it  had  taken  place,  it  was  needless  to  enumerate 
them.  The  purport  of  their  paper  was  really,  that  the  members 
of  the  council  considered  themselves  irremovable  except  b\- 
the  sovereign,  the  council  forming  with  the  governor  an 
indivisible  executive.  Carleton  was  the  last  man  to  be  dictated 
to  uiuler  such  circumstances  ;  he  immediatelj'  replied  that 
there  had  been  no  accident  in  the  matter,  and  gave  his  reasons 
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for  actiiiL^  as  he  had  th)iic.  lie  claimed  the  ii;^ht  in  special 
cases  of  caHiii;^'  upon  the  members  best  ciiialified  to  _^n'\ehiin 
the  information  whicli  he  required  ;  moreover,  that  he  should 
ask  the  opinion  of  persons  not  of  the  council,  of  jjjootl  JUcIl;- 
mcnt,  truth  and  justice,  who,  he  saw,  were  impresseil  with  a 
sense  of  their  dut\'  to  the  state,  lie  informed  them  likewise 
that  the  council  now  consisted  of  twelve  members,  those 
ai)pointc(l  b\'  the  kin;4  ha\in^'  precedence  over  those  nomi- 
nated by  Ljeneral  Murra\'.  What  the  proxince  now  recpiired 
was  tranquillity  and  peace.  * 

A  petition  of  the  Jesuits  had  been  addressed  to  Lord 
Shclburne  in  November,  askin<;[  for  the  restitution  of  their 
propert}-,  that  their  services  for  the  education  of  youth  should 
be  recognized  and  permitted,  and  indemnification  made  for 
the  losses  they  had  suffered.  A  copy  was  sent  to  Carleton, 
who  wrote  upon  the  subject,  and  explained  that  Murray  had 
j^iven  a  dimicr  to  the  clerj^y,  and  had  read  the  paraijraph  of 
lord  ]*'gremont's  letter  of  the  13th  of  August,  1763,  in  which 
he  had  been  instructed  to  treat  the  hierarchy  firml)',  without 
exciting  unnccessar)-  alarm  or  disgust,  and  that  the  opinion 
had  been  formed  that  the  religious  orders  were  not  included 
in  the  instructions.    Xo  result  followed  from  the  Jesuit  request. 

Before  the  close  of  the  year  Carleton  relinquished  his  claim 
to  fees  and  perquisites,  and  he  issued  a  proclamation  to  this 
effect.  He  consitlered  that  the  re[)rcsentative  of  the  sovereign 
was  lowered  by  the  receipt  of  them.  The  fees  for  liijuor 
licenses  he  conceived  should  be  increased  not  lessened,  and 
applied  in  some  form  to  the  public  service.  C'arlcton's  con- 
duct on  this  occasion  caused  Murray  annoyance,  as  he 
regarded  the  public  non-acceptance  of  the  fees  as  casting 
censure  upon  him,  for  ha\  ing  actetl  otherwise.  W  ith  this 
feeling  he  published  a  letter  in  "  Lloxd's  ICvening  Post."  The 
letter  was  sent  by  Shelburne  to  Carleton,  who  disclaimed  an\' 
intention  of  saying  anything  disagreeable  to  Murray,  having 
only  acted  from  the  desire  of  doing  what  was  right  according 
to  his  own  convictions. 


'■M 


Can.  Arch.,  Q.,  3,  pp.  265-9. 


•  i 


u 


ig6> 


Till-:    IIISTOKV  ()!•    CANAKA. 


[1766 


It  was  at  this  date  that  Carlctoii  rcinovcii  Mabanc  and 
Irviiii^  from  their  position  in  tlic  council.  The  fact  has  been 
mentioned  as  if  the  step  had  l)een  taken  in  disapproval  of 
Murray's  appointments.  It  was  dictated  by  the  <,fovernor's 
condemnation  of  their  conduct  in  the  Walkt-r  affair.  On  the 
refusal  of  tiie  chief  justice  to  accept  bail  *  a  public  mcetin<^ 
was  ori^ani/.ed  in  Quebec,  on  a  .Sunda)'  eveniiiLj,  to  protest 
at^ainst  this  assumed  injustice.  People  as  they  came;  from 
cluu'ch  were  asked  to  accoin[)any  the  friends  of  the  prisoners 
in  a  iart^e  body  to  the  fjovernor  and  [)etition  him  to  ^^rant  bail, 
thus  enforcini;"  their  request  l)\-  numbers.  ("arleton  looked 
upon  these  tumultuous  proceedini^s  as  an  attempt  to  interrupt 
the  free  course  of  justice  ;  and,  as  Irvinj^  and  Mabanc  had 
taken  a  prominent  part  on  the  (occasion,  he  removed  them 
from  the  council  as  havinL,^  been  zealously  active  in  pnjmotin^- 
these  disorders.^  in  brinL;in_c^  the  matter  to  the  notice  of  the 
members  at  the  nu-etint^  of  the  ist  of  December,  he  stated 
that  he  had  been  sorr\'  to  take  the  step,  and  that  he  would 
lay  his  reasons  for  so  actin^^  before  his  majest)-'. 

One  public  document  of  this  period,  the  report  of  the 
attornc)'  and  solicitor-general,  Yorke  and  de  Gre\',  of  the  14th 
of  April,  1766,  calls  for  special  mention.;]:  I  cannot  myself 
reco<;nize  the  extreme  importance  which  has  been  assii^ned  to 
it.  In  one  respect  it  exacts  respect,  from  its  recommendation 
of  the  establishment  of  a  system  of  law  which,  with  full  justice 
to  the  new  subjects,  would  retain  control  over  the  country  so 


*   Ante,  p.   l()S. 

t  C;uletoii  to  .SIiL'!i)iiriie,  29tli  November,  1766.  ''.Six  f^onllemcn  were 
anesled  at  .^Tolltl■e.1l  ami  hroinjht  here  to  ofH-r  Hail,  also  that  the  chief  justice 
declared  their  case  not  bailable.  After  this  much  Pains  w(Me  taken  to  assendile  a 
{Treat  Crowd  of  I'eople  at  this  End.  .Many  t;eiitleinen  wore  called  to  assemble  at 
the  House,  where  the  prisoners  were  iodjjed,  on  Sunday  last  about  the  Time  of 
coming  from  Divine  Service,  first  to  the  chief  justice  and  afterwards  to  me,  and 
demand  that  I  would  accept  Hail  or  that  I  would  interpose  my  authority.  Some 
fjentlemen  went  amongst  them  and  explained  my  opinion  of  such  tumultuou.s 
proceedings,  which  prevented  their  coininjj;  in  the  manner  jnoposed."  Can, 
Arch.,  Q. ,  4,  p.  40. 

J  The  Report  is  given  /'//  extt'iiso  in  Smith's  history  of  Canada,  vol.  II., 
pp.  27-28.      It  is  not  included  in  the  colonial  papers  of  the  record  oflfice. 
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I. ltd)'  ceiled  by  I'"rimcc.  This  two-told  dut}-  011  the  part  of 
'ircat  Britain  was  not  Ljcncrall}'  consiilcicd  in  the  claims 
advanced  in  the  petitions  sent  home.  Presenting.;  the  most 
opposite  opinions,  they  a_L;reed  in  failini;  to  recoi;ni/.e  the 
obliL;alions  entailetl  upon  the  cential  aiithorit}'.  The  peti- 
tions prioi-  to  this  date  are  not  found  in  their  place  in  the 
pnblii:  documents;  those  t^isen  b\"  Maseres  are  of  a  later 
pt:riod.  We  ma\-  learn,  however,  somethin;^  c)f  their  contents, 
from  the  report,  which  acknowledt^es  the  leference  f)f  "several 
Memorials  and  I'etitions  from  his  [ll'ie  kiiv^'s)  subjects  in 
("anada  as  well  Ihitish  as  h'rench.,  complaining' of  several  of 
the  ordinances  and  proceedings  of  the  governor  and  council  of 
Oucbec."  They  further  relate  that  the\'  had  conferred  with 
Lew  is  ("ramahe,  the  secretarj'  of  i^overnor  Murra\-,  and  Mr. 
l'"ow  ler  Walker,  aj^ent  of  the  province  of  Quebec.  'Ihe  latter 
was  a  chancery  barrister,  and  w  hatever  tlie  title  he  assumed, 
he  can  onl\'  be  rcLjarded  as  the  representative  of  the  small 
minoritx'  f)f  ]Cni;tish  speakin:.;  people,  whose  political  opinions 
were  represented  in  the  presentment  of  the  strand  jur_\-. 

'Ihe  report  pi):nted  out,  that  the  causes  of  the  disorders  were 
attributable  to  two  intluences.  The  attempt  to  admim'ster 
justice  independently  of  the  mass  of  the  I'"rench  Canadian 
population,  under  new  forms,  and  in  the  I-'.n^lish  lan^ua^c 
which  was  unknown  to  them;  there  bein<4'  no  Canadian  advo- 
cates to  plead,  antl  no  jurors  of  their  countrymen  to  decide 
their  cases.  Such  a  course  either  caused  oppression,  or  what 
was  cHpiall)'  bad,  the  suspicion  and  imputation  of  it.  The 
second  cause  of  discontent  was  that  the  royal  proclamation 
of  1763,  sut;L;ested  that  it  was  the  intention  to  abolish  all 
iisai^es  and  customs  of  Canada,  "  with  the  rouyh  hand  of  a 
coiKjueror  rather  than  in  a  true  spiiit  of  a  lawful  sovereign."* 

One  of  the  defects  had   been   remedied   l)\-  the  instructions 


•ft 


*  The  report  proceols  to  say  '"  1101  so  iiuuli  lo  cxtciul  the  pioitction  and 
iKMiefit  of  his  iMitjli^li  laws  to  his  new  sulijccts,  l)y  stcuriiig  llieir  lives,  lil)erties, 
and  |)i()perties,  with  more  certainty  tliaii  in  former  times,  as  to  im])ose  new, 
umiecessary  and  arbitrary  rules  (especially  in  the  tilies  to  land  and  in  the  modes 
ol  descent,  alienation,  and  settlement),  which  mii;ht  tend  to  confoimd  and  subvert 
rii^hts  instead  of  supporting  them." 
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sent  by  the  lords  of  the  couiuil  011  the  15th  of  November, 
1765,  for  the  pubUciitioii  of  ;in  ordiiiunce  for  the  admission  to 
the  huv-courls  of  h^eiich  ("iinadian  jurors,  siinihirly  extending; 
permission  for  advocates,  attorneys  and  proctors  to  plead  in 
I'^'ench.  The  re[)ort  coincided  in  the  views  of  the  lords  of 
trade  for  the  establishment  of  a  court  of  chanccrv,  coiisistin;^ 
of  the  governor  and  council,  to  act  as  a  court  of  api)eal,  both 
in  equity  and  court  of  error.  A  sujierior  court  was  recom- 
mended for  jurisdiction  in  civil  and  criminal  cases,  and  matters 
affecting;'  the  revenue,  to  be  presidetl  over  by  a  chief-justice 
and  three  puisne  judges  conversant  with  l-^'cnch,  one  of  whom 
should  be  acquainted  with  French  law.  The  suggestion  was 
made  that  they  shouki  be  instructetl  to  confer'with  French 
Canadian  advocates  respocfctl  for  learning,  integrity  and 
character:  the  judges  to  be  well  paid  to  secure  the  services  of 
coin|)etent  men.  'Jhe  province  to  be  divided  into  three 
districts,  Ouebec,  Three  Rivers  and  Montreal,  with  sessions 
held  at  periods  as  might  be  deemed  expedient,  a  sheriff  being 
permanently  appointed  to  each  district.  Some  remarks  were 
appended  as  to  the  limitation  of  the  jurisdiction  of  the  courts. 
When  any  dispute  arose  relative  to  events  previous  to  the 
conquest,    French    law    only    should    be    considered.  *     The 


*  The  report  considered  at  some  leni^ih  the  policy  of  .Tccepling  certain  parts 
of  the  French  law,  and  on  the  procedure  which  might  he  wisely  followed  in 
practice.  It  continues,  "  There  is  not  a  maxim  of  tiie  Common  Law  more  certain 
tiian  tiiat  a  conquered  people  retain  their  ancient  customs  till  the  conqueror  shall 
declare  new  laws.  To  change  at  once  the  laws  and  manners  of  a  settled  country 
must  be  attended  with  hardship  and  violence;  and  therefore  wise  conquerois, 
having  provided  for  the  security  of  their  dominion,  proceed  gently,  and  indulge 
their  coni|uered  subjects  in  all  local  customs  whicii  are  in  tiieir  own  nature  indif- 
ferent, and  which  have  been  received  as  rules  of  property,  or  have  obtained  the 
force  of  laws.  Il  is  the  more  material  that  this  policy  be  pursued  in  Canad,\, 
l)ecause  it  is  a  great  and  ancient  (Colony,  long  settled,  and  much  tultivated  by 
French  subjects,  who  now  inhabit  il  to  the  number  of  eighty  or  one  hundred  thou- 
sand. ThiMcfore  we  are  lunnbly  of  opinion,  that  the  Judges  to  be  employed  by 
His  .Maiesty  in  this  Province  will  answer  all  the  ends  of  their  trust  both  as  to  the 
King  and  the  People  if  their  condiict  in  judicature  bj  modelled  by  the  following 
general  rules  : 

I.  First,  in  all  personal  actions  grounde<l  upon  debts,  jjromises,  contracts  and 
agreemetits,  whether  of  a  mercantile  or  other  nature,  and  upon  wronjs  proper  to 
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ailoption  of  iMiL^lish  c-riminal  l;nv  was  r(H:oiiiincn(Ic(l.  At  that 
date,  this  clianL;c  oljtaiiu'd  universal  acceptance  aiiii  approval, 
and  to  this  hour  there  has  never  been  in  an\-  (|uartcr  the 
slit^ditcst  indication  ofadesiie  to  re\ert  to  l-Vench  criminal 
practice. 

The  rejjort  concUuled  1)\'  su.m^eslin^'  that  the  chief-ju.'-tice 
and  the  other  ju(1l;cs,  with  the  attorney-general  of  (juebec, 
shouUl  be  appointed  to  prepare  a  plan  by  \\iu\h  the  juris- 
tlictioii  of  the  several  courts  should  be  c.irried  on. 

W'lien  on  Carletcjn's  arrival  the  administration  of  the  hiw 
was  considered,  the  chief-justice,  lie)-,  and  Maseres,  the 
attoriic\--i(cneral,  both  advocated  that  fre([uent  sessions  of  the 
supreme  court  of  kinc^'s  bench  should  be  held.  1  he  enact- 
ment would  have  been  popular  u  ilh  the  l''rench  ("anach'aiis, 
who  desired  more  expeditious  justice  than  the\'  wen;  then 
oi)tainint;'.  Durint^  the  h^'cnch  period  the  court  sat  once  a 
week,  and  there  was  little  dela\'  in  the  adjuch'cature  of  cases. 
The  proposition  met  with  the  approval  of  Carleton,  who 
directed  Ma.seres  to  prejiare  an  ordinance  establishinLj  twelve 
sessions  of  the  supreme  ccnirt  ;  ten  to  be  held  at  Ouebec  and 

lie  compensated  in  damages,  to  rellect  tlial  the  suhsiaiiii.il  maxims  of  Law  and 
Justice  are  evfiywliore  tlie  same.  Tlie  modes  of  proceedinL;  and  trial,  and  perhaps 
in  some  degree  also  the  strict  rules  of  evidence  may  vary,  but  the  judges  in  the 
Province  of  (Juel)cc  cannot  materially  err  lillier  against  the  laws  of  I'jigland  or 
the  ancient  customs  of  Canada,  if  in  those  cases  they  look  to  tiio^e  subslantial 
maxims. 

2.  Secondly,  in  all  suits  or  actions  relating  to  i'itles  of  Land,  the  descent, 
alienation,  settlements  and  incund>rancesof  real  property,  we  are  humbly  of  opinion 
that  it  wouhl  be  oppressive,  to  disturb  without  much  ami  wi^e  deliberation,  and 
the  aid  of  laws  hereafter  to  be  enacted  in  the  I'rovince,  the  local  customs  and 
itsages  now  prev.iiling  there.  To  introduce  at  one  stroke  the  i'lnglish  law  of  real 
estate,  with  Kiiglisii  modes  of  conveyancing,  rules  of  descent  and  construction  of 
deeds  must  occasion  inlinile  confusion  and  injustice.  l!riti>li  subjects  who  purciiase 
lands  theie  may  and  ought  to  conform  to  the  fixed  local  rules  of  properly  in 
Canada,  as  they  do  in  |)articular  parts  of  the  realm,  or  in  the  other  dominions  of 
the  Crown.  The  ilnglish  Judges  sent  from  hence  may  soon  instruct  themselves 
by  the  assistance  of  ('anadian  Lawyers  and  intelligent  persons  in  such  rules,  and 
may  judge  by  the  customs  of  Canada,  as  your  JAirdships  do  in  causes  from  [ersey 
by  the  custom  of  Normandy.  It  seems  reasonable  also  that  the  rules  for  the 
distribution  of  personal  property  in  cases  of  Intestacy,  and  the  modes  of  assignin:,' 
and  conveying  should  be  adhered  to  for  the  present."  Report  of  Vorke  ami 
de  Ciey,  l.jtli  of  .April,   1766,  p.  35-36. 
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two  ill  Moiilrcal.  Ihc  ordinaiiCL'  was  iicvlt  puhlisIuHl,  imicli 
In  the  ;»;cncral  disappniiifinciit.* 

It  was  of  impDrtaiici-  that  the  supiciiic  court  slioiild  keep 
l)acc  witli  tin,'  court  of  coniuion  plcis,  from  which  hiy  llie 
rii^ht  of  appeal,  ami  of  which,  subsec|uenlly,  sessions  were  held 
week!)-  hy  tin-  onliiiaiic'  of  March,  \//0.  Tliere  was  dissalls- 
facliou  on  all  sides  with  the  administration  c)f  the  law.  Tlie 
l'",n,L;lish  speakin;^  part  of  the  poi)ulation,  to  be  found  only  in 
Montreal  and  (Juebec,  made  up  for  their  )iaui:it\- of  number 
by  eiuMj^'v  and  self-assertion.  I'licy  knew  nothiii;.,;  of  l'"rench, 
and  their  i_i;iiorancc'  of  the  law  in  connnon  with  the  languai^e, 
led  them  to  look  upon  it  with  dislike-.  The  opinions  .so 
slron<4ly  e.\'[)ressed  in  the  presentment  of  the  ^rand  jury 
remained  unchanged  ;  and  althouL^h  their  number  was  small 
and  they  were  undi'^tinj^uished  by  any  particular  attainments, 
their  desire  was  to  retain  within  llieir  control  the  j^overnmeut 
of  the  Country,  to  the  entire  exclusion  ot  the  native  Canadians. 

The  humbler  |)'irtion  of  the  h'rench  ('anatlian  popidation  felt 
no  particular  interest  on  the  point.  Maseres'  \iew  was  that 
they  had  no  special  tlesire  to  retain  the  old  laws,  and  that  they 


would  have  c|Uicll\-  accepted  an\- decision  ot  their  rulers. 


The 


impulse  came  from  the- .v.'/^'v/c///  and  those  of  hii^her  position. 
I'hc)-  were  the  possessors  of  st'ti^iii'iiridi/  privilct;es  under 
I'rench  law  ;  and  the  personal  iini)ortance  attached  to  the 
social  position  they  ccjiiferred,  joined  to  the  natural  desire  to  be 
admitted  to  a  share  in  the  tfovernment  of  the  couiitrj',  awoke 
a  feeliii!.;"  of  opposition   towards  all   change,  the  vamA  of  which 


tl 


ie\'    could    not    foresee. 


Their  claim,  therefore,  was  that 
the  old  civil  law  and  custom  of  the  country  should  be 
adhered  to.  They  even  looked  upon  the  l'".nt;iish  criminal 
law  unfasourabl}'.  The}-  conceix'ed  that  it  placed  in  too  great 
prominence  the  liabiiaiit,  admiltiiu^'  him  upon  the  jury  as  the 
ecpial  of  men  of  higher  rank-.  On  that  point  they  failed 
enfirel}-  to  innuence  the  general  population,  who  were  soon 
made  to  uiulerstand  the  merciful  character  of  the  ICnglish 
criminal  law,  ami  willingl}-  accepted  its  introduction.     It  was 
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the  OIK'  point,  on   which  tho  opposition  was  so  sh'^ht  tli.it  it 
r.ipicily  (h'sappcaicd. 

As  th(^  events  of  this  period  are  th"s|)assii)tiately  considered, 
it  imist  he  admitted  tliat  the  opportiniity  presented  itself  for 
the  estahhshmeiit  of  a  coile  of  laws,  which  would  have 
embraced  the  best    part  of  the   i-'rench   and    l'",nL;lish  s\-steins. 


That 


such  was  not  the  case  ma\' ht-  attributed  to  tiie  iiifficull\' 


of  the  task,  and  to  the  want  of  a  full  appreciation  of  what 
was  nccdeil  on  the  part  of  those  who  dealt  with  the  subject. 
One  of  the  main  difficulties  lay  in  the  difference  of  lan^uaL^e. 
Tlic  bulk  of   the   h'rench  Canadian   population   was  entirel)- 


iijiioraul  of  1' 


ii^lish;  such  as  fornu'd  the-  exception 


had 


onl\- 


a  sli^fht  kiiowledj^t'  of  it.  I'ntil  the  peace,  there  had  been 
no  reason  for  its  study,  man\-  havin;^  been  led  to  believe 
tliat  Canada  would  revert   to  ['"ranee  ;  and  the  few  \-ears  that 


had   elai)sed    had    little    effect    in   briiij 


ins 


tl 


le  two    popula 


tions  into  intimate  relationship.  Moreover,  not  one  of  the 
new  subjects  Knew  what  fjii^lish  law  was.  It  was  scatleretl 
through  a  mass  of  books,  much  of  it  obsolete,  much  amended  ; 
and  it  would  lia\e  exacted  vears  of  stuih'  to  determine  what 


remamed  in   lorce 


On  the  other  haml,  there  was  no  mistak 


as  to  what  are  law  and  custom  in  Canada  ;  the  l.iw  of  the 
tenure  of  property-,  of  descent,  of  alienation,  the  law  of  dower, 
the  procecdiii;4s  with   regard   to  the  property  of  those  d^-ini;' 


intestate,  followed    in   a  known   !jroo\e,  w 


hicii 


1,  with  ortlinar\- 


attention  and  care  could  have  been  ens^rafted  on  a  .system 
of  iMiL^lish  jurisprudence  and  procedure.  It  was  likewise 
recognized  on  all  sides,  that  the  old  customs  could  not  be 
arbitrarily  disturbed  without  causing  great  confusion  ami 
embarrassment.  In  the  \]v\v  courts  the  proceedings  were  a 
matter  of  .serifjus  complaint  tVom  the  expense  and  dilatoriness 


cxperiencec 


n   e\ery  case  there  w 


as  a  tariff  of  fees  to  be 


paid  which  fell  heaviU' U])on  the  litigant,  and  it  was  plain  some 
swee[)iiig  reform  was  required.  To  have  formed  a  code  of  law 
from  both  s\'stems  would  have  exacted  great  knowledge,  the 
highest  sense  of  justice,  and  unfaltering  courage,  and  it  would 
have  pleased  nobody. 
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The  imperial  authorities  became  impressed  with  the  neces- 
sity of  some  decision  bein<^  made,  aiKJ  ii^  December,  1767,  they 
appointed  Mr.  Maurice  Morjjjan*  to  invcstis^atc  the  system  of 
juch'cature,  and  the  fcasibih'ty  of  the  reform  proposed  :  the 
chief-justice,  with  other  well  instructed  persons,  was  to  be 
associated  with  him.  By  this  time  Carleton  had  possibly 
formed  his  own  views.  ICvidently  he  rei^arded  Maseres  as  one 
on  whose  jud<^mcnt  he  could  not  rcl}',  from  the  violence  of 
his  prejudices.  In  October,  1769,  he  wrote  to  I-Iillsboroui,di> 
that  he  had  ijrantcd  si.v  months'  leave  of  absence  to  Maseres, 
who  disliked  the  climate  and  desired  to  be  in  the  way  of 
preferment  in  London  Carleton  describes  Maseres  as  havin(T 
formed  a  dislike  to  the  h'rench  Canadians;  he  had  hoped  time 
and  experience  would  have  removed  Maseres'  prejudices,  wlio 
might  have  been  useful;  but  he  had  been  disappointed  in  this 
feelini^.  lie  would  not  however  let  Maseres  leave  until  he  had 
finished  his  report. + 

There  can  be  no  doubt,  either  of  Maseres'  ability  or  of  his 
honesty  ;  he  was  sinccrcl)'  desirous  of  establi.shin^^  a  system 
of  law  which  would  he  acceptable,  and  at  the  same  time  be 
in  accordance  with  the  main  lines  of  British  institutions. 
His  jiuliTiiicnt  was,  however,  affected  by  his  stron<r  reli;^ious 
scntiinent,  which  justified  the  e.Kclusion  of  the  Roman 
catholic  from  every  position  of  political  importance.  With 
this  single  exception,  and  it  affected  his  usefulness,  he 
advocated  no  persecution  against  the  religious  faith  of  the 
French  Canadians.  His  one  objection  was  against  giving 
them  i/olitical  power,  and  his  strong  feelings  on  this  matter 
made  him  blind  to  the  unjust  absurdity  of  e.vcluding  from 
participation  in  the  government  eight)'  thousand  :  ouls 
professing  a  branch  of  the  Christian  faith,  for  the  benefit  of 

•  Can.  Arch.,  Q.,4,  p.  325. 

t  Carleton  to  I  lillshorout;!],  3nl  Octolier,  1769.  [Can.  Arch.,  Q.,  6,  p.  124.] 
"  I  am  sorry  to  say  I  was  deceived  in  my  expectations,  and  that  Mr.  .  lascres  has 
been  so  indiscreel,  I  jutlj^L-d  it  iiiijlily  proper  to  yield  to  his  entreaties." 

"  I  attributed  many  of  those  narrow  prejudices  which  he  entertained  to  liis 
want  of  knowledge  of  the  world,  and  his  having  conversed  more  with  books  than 
men." 
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the  few  score  who  held  his  own  reh'L,n"ous  views.  Xevertlieless 
his  report  is  marked  with  much  abiHt\-,  and  it  furnishes 
evidence,  how  carefully  antl  conscientiously  he  had  considered 
the  questions  entrusted  to  him. 

I'he  dut\'  of  Maseres  was  to  j)oint  out  the  defects  in  the 
.system  of  judicature,  and  t(j  consider  tiie  amendments  called 
for  in  the  event  (jf  the  Canadians  beini;',  or  thinkin<j  themselves 
ai;;grieved.  The  commission  of  the  chief-justice  enforced  the 
decision,  according;-  to  the  laws  of  luif^land,  of  all  matters 
brought  before  him  ;  and  the  same  principle  had  been  laid 
down  in  the  ordinance  of  the  ijlh  of  September,  1764.  It 
therefore  became  necessary  to  examine  what  laws  of  l^ngland 
were  in  force.  IMaseres  maintained  that  I  ICli/.abeth,  chap.  I., 
"by  which  the  pretentlcd  authority  of  the  pope  of  Rome  was 
abolished  throughout  all  the  dominions  of  the  crown  of 
ICnj^land,"  from  the  expression  "  now  or  hereafter,  that  he, 
&c.,"  remained  in  full  operation;  and  that  the  commercial  act 
15  Charles  1 1.,  chap.  7,  which  enacted  that  all  importations 
would  be  made  in  ICnylish  shippin^^,  supplemented  bj-  acts  of 
the  followiuij  reii;ns,  was  a  matter  of  law. 

Maseres  contended  that  b)-  the  terms  of  the  capitulation 
the  inhabitants  wer';  to  be  go'  erned  by  iMii^lish  laws,  and  that 
by  continuing;"  in  the  countr\-  after  that  event,  and  taking  the 
oath  of  allegiance,  they  had  accepted  the  condition  im[)osed 
upon  them,  although  no  change  in  the  procedure  of  law  had 
followed. 

The  commission  of  general  Murra\- hail  been  proclaimed  in 
Frencli.  Owing  to  the  provincial  ordinances  of  the  17th  of 
September  and  the  6th  of  Xo\einber  having  been  published 
only  in  English,  and  the  law  of  ICngland  having  in  no  way 
been  described,  the  new  subjects  remained  ignorant  thut  an\' 
legal  innovation  had  been  made,  antl  retained  the  belief  that 
their  old  customs  remained  in  full  force.  There  had  b(;en 
consec[uentl)'  no  de|)arture  -from  the  system  pre\iousl)- 
followed  by  them.  Their  lands  were  divided  as  of  old, 
widows  were  admitted  to  the  same  share  of  propert)-  as  in 
former  time,  regardless  of  the   luiglish  law  of  dower,  and  the 
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distribution  of  iiitcstiilc  estates  was  made  accoidinu'  to  Frcncli 


i\v,  not  b}'  letteis 


)f  ad 


ininistralioii. 


The  liritish  wlio  bad  establisbed  tbemselves  in  Canada  had 
followed  ]"",n_L;lish  practice  in  coiu'eyanciM;4  and  mortL^afjini:^. 
Many  of  the  I^'rencb  Canadians  tbemselves,  when  the  l'".nij[lisb 


aw 


ave 


tl 


u-m    additional 


alitut 


liaci 


itl 


e(iuentl\'  avancLl 


themselves  of  it,      Tlie  Jesuits,  who  still  held  their  estates,  and 

I   a  lease  for  nine  \'ears  only,  bad 


rench   law  could 


Man 


f   twentv-one    \'ears. 


owners   ot 


Ijy  F 

lately    t;iveii     leases    ot    twenty-one    \'ears,    am 

seis^iieiirii's  bad   made  concessions   of  land   on    higher  terms 

than  were  allowed  b\'  b' rench  law.     The  A7/.N7^?/ri'.s- disregarded 

the  old  ordinance  b\'  which  no  man  could  build  a  new  Ikjusc 


in   the  countr\',  unless  m  [)ossessioii  ot  sixtv  ai 


f 


pents  of  land.* 


Tl 


le   law   was   entireb'  luiiored 


II 


ouses    bad   been   built  on 


mere  patches  of  groiuid.  «The  conseciucnce  had  been  the 
increase  of  idleness,  drunkcmiess  and  beg,;ary.  Those  wlio 
had    purchased    S'^io-iiciirics    bad    refused    to    pay   the    qiii/iic 


mutation  moiiex-,  on  the  u'round  that  the  coutiiiiu 


dc  /' 


ins  was 


no  ioiiLier  in  force,  while  (anadian  sci''iicitys  declared  it  was 


not  ([wc  1)\-  them,  as  the\-  bad  not   been   admiltci 


pa\-  foy 


•t  k 


oinmui'i'. 


.\s  to  criminal  proceedings,  none  but  I'biglish  l.iw  was  even 
thouubt  of;  the  Canadians  admitted  its  superiorit\'  and  were 


atisfi 


ed 


ith    it.       Hut    arrest    ami    imi)risoniuent    for    debt 


cau.sed    great    apprtl 
f. 


lension.       1  here  was   no  iliUicult)'  as   to 
th 


language,  lor  in  the  common  pk\is  the  proceedings  were  drawn 
up  in  l'"rench  or  I'Lnglish,  as  convenience  ilictatcd. 

A  (luestion   bat!  been   raised  as  to  the  validit\'  of  Murra\''s 
proclamation  o 
th 


f  the  ."th  of  Octolier,    176;,  which    bad    been 


contended 


made  on  the  prerogative  ot  the  king;  whereas  it  was  c 
thai  it  should  have  been  sustaineil  1))- the  autboritx' of  the  two 
houses  of  parliament,  luen  if  the  prerogative  of  the  monarch 
was  sufficient  in  this  instance  to  give  the  proclamation  the 
force  of  an  enactment,  the  ordinances  issued  by  Alurra'-  on 
the  17th  of  September  aiul  tiie  Cth  of  November  were  without 
leiial  existence  to  effect  a  change  of  the  law  ;  for  Murray's 


About  lifty  acii 
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delcsTjated  autlioritv  was  to  be  exercised  with  tlie  advice  and 
consent  of  a  legislative  assenibl\-,  and  none  luul  been  called 
toj^cthcr.  l"'uither,  l\IniTa\-'s  power  had  not  been  <4ianted 
under  tlic  great  seal.  Whatever  his  prixatc  instructions,  they 
conveyed  no  legislative  autlvirity,  and  were  insufficient  to 
introduce  the  laws  of  iMigland.  Thus  there  was  uncertainty 
as  to  the  validity  of  the  law  established  b\'  proclamation,  and 
it  was  advisable  positively  to  determine  b\'  an  act  of  the 
legislature  the  s\-stem  of  jurisprudence,  which  shoulil  obtain 
universal  recognition.  There  was  much  that  was  objection- 
able in  the  jirocccdings  of  the  court  ;  the  tedious  and  weari- 
some length  of  the  suits  arising  from  the  limited  number  of 
the  sessions,  and  the  great  expense  of  the  fees  paj'able  to  the 
officers  of  the  court,  with  those  exacted  by  attorne\-s  and 
advocates;  the  uncertaint)' of  the  law  itself  as  to  its  principles 
and  enforcements,  with  the  dread  of  im[)risonment  for  debt, 


created  doubt,  uncertaintv  and  discontent. 


AL 


iseres   remecU' 


was  the  division  of  the  province  into  three  districts,  Quebec, 
Three  Rivers  and  Montreal,  with  a  judge  to  each,  an  iMiglish 
l)arrister  of   five  years'  standing  and  a  ("anatlian    law}-er  as 

f  decision  to  rest  with  the  judge ;  the 


assessor 


th 


c  sole  power  o 


courts  to  be  held  once  a  week  ;  the  declaration  to  be  made  in 
I'rench  or  l''nglish;  jurors  to  be  sununoned  if  so  desired,  the 
panel  to  consist  of  fort\--cight  persons,  twelve  on  each  side 
liable  to  be  struck  out;  the  jurymen  to  be  named  alternately; 
by  which  challenge  would  be  avoitled  ;  the  majorit\"  of  the 
jur\'  to  carr\'  a  verdict.      1  he   jury  to   record  only   a  direct 


\  erdict,  "  LTiii 


Ity 


or 


not  guilt}',"  the  monc\'  was  owing  or 


not  owing;  the  injury  was  receixed  or  not  received;  witnesses 
to  be  examined  7'i:'<t  I'occ;  the  judge  to  award  costs;  a  sheriff 
to  be  appointed  to  each  district.  The  king's  attorney  in  each 
court  to  act  as  criminal  prosecutor;  api)eals  to  be  permitted 
to  the  council  and  thence  to  the  king. 

Four  modes  of  carrying  out  these  principles  were  sug- 
gested : 

I.  To  draw  up  a  provincial  code  of  law,  exckuling  all 
statutes,  l''rcnch  and  Ensilish  not  recognized  as  being  in  force. 


Ill 


•I 'I 
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The  tlc,si<^ni  was  considered  impracticable  from  the  difficulties 
it  presented.  In  order  for  a  satisfactorj*  result  to  be  attained, 
the  knowledj^e  and  continued  attention  of  some  of  the  ablest 
lawyers  in  France  had  to  be  appealed  to,  and  then  it  was 
(juestionable  if  the  work  would  be  properly  executed.  Such 
a  codification,  however,  would  have  the  effect  of  removinijf 
fr(Jin  the  minds  of  the  I'^rench  Canadians  their  belief  in  the 
superiority  of  l-'rench  law,  and  the  wisdom  of  the  government 
from  which  it  had  emanated.  So  long  as  the  law  remained 
uncodified,  recourse  must  continualK*  be  had  to  the  l^^rench 
text  books  and  etlicts,  and  reverence  would  be  felt  for  the 
parliament  of  Paris,  whence  the  edicts  had  sjM'ung  ;  a  feeling 
of  respect  which  would  naturally  be  extended  to  the  general 
government,  .\e\ertheless,  if  I'"rench  law  was  to  be  estab- 
lished, the  shortest  and  easiest  method  was  to  accept  it  in  its 
entirety. 

2.  The  introduction  of  ilie  whole  J'^ench  law  was  submittetl, 
retaining  those  luiglish  laws  favourable  to  the  liberty  of  the 
subject  ;  to  do  awa\-  with  the  use  '' of  cpiestion  and  torture"* 
in  criminal  prosecutions,  and  to  abolish  the  punishment  of 
breaking  upon  the  wheel  ;  to  introduce  the  liabtuxs  corpus. 
Such  an  ordinance  would  redeem  the  promise  of  obtaining 
the  benefit  of  the  laws  of  I<"ngland. 

3.  To  make  iMiglish  law  the  law  of  the  province,  with  the 
exception  of  such  ancient  laws  aiul  customs,  the  observance 
of  which  could  be  permitted. 

4.  Making  iMiglish  law  the  law  of  the  province,  speciall}' 
enumerating  what  h'rench  customs  and  law  were  permitted 
to  exist. 

The  estal)lishment  of  J^iglish  law  as  the  basis  of  juris- 
prudence, with  the  achuission  of  certain  sections  of  Canadian 
law  and  custom,  would  have  l)een  plain  and  free  from  difficulty, 
and  such  a  code  would  have  been  acceptable  to  the  English 
speaking  population.  The  h^'ench  Canadians  might,  how- 
ever, have  objected  to  this  partial  incorporation,  on  the  ground 

*  The  use  of  torture  oftiiiyone  under  exaiiiin.ition,  to  extort  confession  of  a 
CI inie. 
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tliat  all  their  law  oUL,fht  to  be  retaiiietl,  atul  it  was  daiv^crous 
to  ilisinteL^rate  the  .system.  If  the  I'jiL^h'sh  law  had  been 
introduced,  it  is  plain  that  it  should  ha\  e  been  clearly  and 
specifically  set  forth  by  ordinance  ;  but  even  with  the  incor- 
]K)ratioii  of  I<"rench  law,  the  code  would  undoubtedU-  liavc 
(jnly  imperfectly  satisfied  the  l'"rench  Canadians,  who  desired 
that  tlieir  own  laws  should  be  accepted  without  modification. 
The  effort  of  men  in  pronn'nence  anmn^'  them  had  been 
turned  in  this  direction  ;   while  tiie  arro<.;ant  pretension  of  tlie 


de  tlicm  fn 


th 


•jox-i 
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mien 

made  it  a  matter  of  feeling  and  sentiment  with  the  I'^cnch 
Canadian  to  cling  to  his  language  and  customs.  The  firm- 
ness and  justice  of  the  British  government,  however,  were  not 
to  prove  mere  words  ;  and  although  hesitation  and  doubt 
were  felt  in  the  imperial  counsels,  and  five  \-ears  were  to  elapse 
before  any  decision  was  arrived  at.  the  dominant  sentiment 
remained  unchanged  ;  that  tlie  constitution  t(j  be  established 
in  Canada  must  be  based  on  the  principle  enforced  by  justice, 
honesty,  and  true  statesmansliip.  The  difficulty  felt  was  the 
form  b)-  which  this  result  could  be  attained.  * 

*  Slielburne  wrote  to  Carlelon  on  this  subject,  201I)  June-.  1767  [Can.  Arch., 
(,).,  4,  p.  130],  '"As  llie  right  adininistralion  of  Goveriiinent  in  (Quebec  is  a  matter 
of  the  greate.st  imporlance  to  that  Province,  the  iiiiprovcinent  of  its  civil  coiislitu- 

tion  is  under  ihe'inost  .serious  and  deliberate  consideration Every 

light  which  can  be  procured  on  this  .suliject  will  be  uiateri.il,  as  well  as  every 
Information  which  can  tend  to  elucidate  how  far  it  is  practicable  and  expedient  to 
l)lend  the  English  with  the  French  laws,  in  oriler  to  form  such  a  system  as  shall 
at  once  be  equitable  and  convenient  both  for  his  .M.\j city's  old  and  new  subjects, 
ill  order  to  the  whole  being  confirmed,  and  linally  eslablLshed  by  aullioiity  of 
Parliament." 
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CHAPTER  VI. 

Mascrcs'  report  was  {iclivcred  to  Carleton  on  the  27th  of 
February,  1769.  I  have  thought  it  necessary  to  relate  its 
recommendations,  for  it  was  not  witliout  its  influence  on  sub- 
sequent events,  and  it  is  vahiable  from  tlic  IiL^ht  it  throws 
upon  the  unsettled  feeling  of  that  period.  It  was  not  approved 
of  by  the  governor,  Cov  in  man}'  respects  it  ran  counter  to  the 
theories  he  had  formetl.  Carleton  had  determined  to  recom- 
mend the  revival  of  the  whole  body  of  h'rench  law  unmodified 
in  anyway,  and  to  introduce  English  criininal  law.  Maseres 
dissented  from  this  view  and  gave  in  a  second  report.  He 
objected  to  the  admission  of  the  entire  code  of  b'rench  law,  as 
a  deviation  from  the  plan  ob.served  since  the  conquest,  for 
evidently  the  design  had  been  to  assimilate  the  new  acquisi- 
tion to  the  other  British  provinces.  The  acceptance  of  ]""rench 
law  would  throw  the  administration  of  the  law  into  the  hands 
of  the  French  Canadians,  owing  to  the  absence  of  previous 
study  of  the  French  law  by  the  new  population,  and  would 
consequently  keep  up  a  sentimental  remembrance  of  the 
former  government,  possibly  investing  it  with  many  exxellen- 
cics  which  it  did  not  realh^  i)ossess.  This  sentiment,  encour- 
aged by  the  deeply  seated  attachment  to  the  forms  and  cere- 
monies of  the  Roman  catholic  religion,  would  exercise  a 
powerful  influence  with  the  people,  and  would  give  rise  to  an 
unfriendly,  if  not  a  disaffected  feeling  to  the  British  govern- 
ment. Maseres  distinctly  placed  on  record  his  convictions, 
that  the  majority  of  the  I^'rench  Canadians  were  not  distresseil 
or  discontented  at  the  introduction  of  English  law.  They 
objected  to  the  expense  and  dilatoriness  which  accompanied 
its  administration.  He  recommended  the  immediate  prepara- 
tion of  a  code  reviving  the  French  law  relating  to  the  tenure, 
alienation,  dower  and  inheritance  of  landed  property  and  the 
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distribution  of  the  effects  of  persons  who  died  intestate.  He 
was  sustained  in  tin's  \iew  b)'  the  chief-justice.  Neitlier 
thouL,dit  it  wise  nor  politic  to  revive  the  whole  body  of  the 
French  ci\il  law,  and  two  ailditional  reports  were  made  b\' 
them,  shewinc;'  the  i^round  of  dissent  fn^m  Carleton's  views. 
As  earl)-  as  176S,  Carleton  wrote  a  remarkable  letter  to 
Hillsboroui;h,*  then  secretary  of  state.  The  latter  had  written 
that  from  the  intelligence  receixed,  there  was  a  movement 
in  Canada  to  shake  off  liritish  rule.  Carleton  replied  that  he 
had  no  doubt  that  the  feelin<r  of  attachment  to  h'rance  w  a.-> 
secreth'  entertained,  iiid  it  was  to  be  expected  that  it  would 
continue,  so  lon;^  as  I'"rench  Canadians  were  excluded  from  all 
emplox'inent  under  the  liritish  ijovernmcnt,  for  the\-  must  feel 
that  the  rc[)()ssessi()n  of  the  country  by  h'rance  meant  their 
reinstatement  in  their  former  rank;  ami  he  proceeded  to  say 
tiiat  not  to  mention  "the  fees  of  office  and  the  vexations 
of  the  law,  we  ha\e  done  nothing;  to  L;ain  one  man  in 
the  pro\ince,  b\'  makiuL;  it  his  private  interest  to  remain 
the  kind's  subject,"  allhoUL^h  man}-  of  the  j^entry  had 
applied  to  be  admitted  to  the  kinL;'s  ser\ice,  with  [ironn'se  of 
their  zeal  and  L;ratitude  for  an_\-  mark  of  favour.  Carleton 
tlvvelt  upon  the  cxpetliency  (jf  appealing  to  the  interests  of 
the  Canadians  to  remain  the  kint^'s  subjects.  I  Iillsl)orouL;h 
acknowledi;ed  in  his  rcpl)--*-  "both  the  propriet}- ami  necessity 
of  cxlendiiiL;'  to  that  bra\-e  and  faithful  people  a  reasonabk; 
partici[)ation  in  those  establishments  whii;h  are  to  form  the 
basis  of  the  liiture  _i;u\ernmenl  of  (Jueljec,"  Ijut  from  the  lau- 
of  the  kinL;dom  and  from  i;eneral  prejudice,  it  was  not  pos- 
sible to  open  to  them  a  position  in  the  arniy.  | 

*   2o;li  Xuvomhor,  17(18,  <).,  5,  2,  p.  890. 

+   W'liilfli.ill,  ()tli  January,  1769.      (Jan.  Arch  .  26,  p.  3. 

X  'I'lieiL-  in  a  passage  in  Carleton's  IoIIlt,  written  ten  years  previous  to  tin' 
active  interference  of  l'"rance  in  llio  .American  war,  wliidi  sliews  how  jiisilv  he 
esliiiiated  tlie  form  wliich  tlie  (lis|)ule  would  take,  and  the  aid  which  I'lance 
wouhl  furnish  to  the  injury  of  Great  Hrilain.  He  writes;  "  I  can  liave  no  doulil 
that  I'' ranee,  as  soon  as  <h'lerniined  to  hcLjin  a  war.  will  attempt  to  rej^ain  Canada, 
should  it  lie  intended  only  to  make  a  diveision,  w  liile  it  may  lie  undertaken  with 
little  hazard  should  it  fail,  and  when  so  nuich  may  lie  j;ained  should  it  succeed. 
lUit  should  France  begin  a  war  in  hopes  the   I'niish  Colonies  will  push  matters  to 

1' 


...;,.  i;i  M 


2IO 


Till".    I  IIS  TOR  V  0|-    f.WADA. 


[1769 


Wliilc  these  ciKiuiiics  were  bcin;^  ])rosccutcd  in  (".'uiada, 
Mr.  Morgan  whose  mission  has  previously  been  mcntionetl,* 
arrivctl  at  Oiicbec  on  the  22iul  of  Aut^ust,  1768.  The  infor- 
mation a\ailablc  for  his  en(juir\'  was  placed  at  his  (h's]K)sa!. 
He  remained  in  Canada  until  the  end  of  September,  1769, 
when  he  returnetl  to  l'Ji<4lantl,  carrying'  with  him  the  reports 
which  had  been  prepared.  He  arri\ed  in  London  in  the 
middle  of  January,  1770,  with  the  papers  entrusted  to  him. 

A  few  daj's  after  Morgan's  de|)arture,  Masercs  sailed  for 
I'jigland.  Carleton  temporarily  appointed  Knellcr  to  succeed 
liim.  Masercs  on  his  arrival  was  kindly  received  by  Hills- 
borough, who  wnjtc  to  Carleton  tjiat  Masercs'  abilit}'  and 
intcgrit}'  made  his  depaiture  from  the  colon)-  an  event  much 
to  be  lamented. i"  .\lthough  Maseres  had  returnetl  to  I'jigland, 
he  continued  to  retain  liis  interest  in  Canadian  affairs  :  (hn-ing 
the  succeeding  later  years  he  ])ublished  several  volumes 
relating  to  Canada,  which,  wliile  shewing  his  own  feeling  with 
regard  to  the  proxince,  are  of  value  from  the  explanation 
the\-  furnish  of  much  which  happened. 

We  ha\e  a  rej)ort  b\'  Carleton  of  the  mrmufactures  carried 
on  in  the  province  in  1769.  Much  lla.x  was  grown  ;  it  was 
generally  worked  into  coarse  linens  for  family  use,  and  only 
a  small  quantit}-  was  lirought  into  tlic  market.  Idiere  were 
not  many  sheep  kept  ;  the  wool  obtained  was  knit  into  stock- 
ings b\'  the  females  of  the  home.  .Some  wool  was  mi.xed 
witli  thread,  which  made  a  kiiul  of  linsey-wolse}-  for  the 
clotliing  of  the  men.  The  caps  worn  were  generally  of 
iMiglish  manufacture.  With  this  exception,  it  was  roughly 
estimated  that  one-third  of  the  population  wore  clothes  of 
home  manufacture.      A  coarse  description  of  earthenware  was 


extremities,  ami  slie  adopts  the  project  of  s'lpporiinij;  tiiein  in  their  iiicle|ieiHleiit 
liotioii.s,  l.'anada,  |)n>l)al)iy,  will  then  hecoiiu;  liie  )iiiiK'ip;il  sieiie,  wiiere  the  fate 
of  Anieiica  may  l)e  deterniilied.  Affairs  in  this  situation,  (Janada  in  the  hands 
of  France  woidd  no  ion!.;er  present  its-if  as  an  enemy  to  the  liiilish  Colonies,  hut 
as  an  ally,  a  friend  and  a  protector  of  their  Independence."  (Quebec,  20lh 
Novemlier,  176S.      ('an.  .Arch.   Report,  iSSS,  p.  49  :   O.,  5.2,  p.  S90. 

*   Ante,  p.  202. 

+  Can.  Arch.,  <,).,  7,  p.  i. 
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in  use.  There  were  scjinc  few  tuiineiies  u.siii<4'  hemlock  hark, 
producing;'  an  inferior  description  of  leather.  Much  leather 
was  imported  from  the  southern  colotn'es,  British  leather  hciiii^ 
considered  too  dear.  The  Saint  Maurice  forties  produced 
40,000  weitfjit  of  bar  iron.  Julijed  tools,  a.\es,  antl  tomahawks 
for  use  in  the  colony  and  for  the  Indians  were  manufactured, 
and  preferred  to  im|)orteil  i^'oods.  '1  he  pearl  and  potash 
business  had  been  commenced  within  the  last  two  years,  but 
had  not  been  \ery  successful.  It  [)romiscd,  however,  to  be  of 
great  impcrtance.  .\  distillery  of  rum  had  been  lately  estab- 
lished.     No  allusion  is  made  to  the  lumber  trade.* 

Nothing  could  be  worse  than  the  admim'stration  of  the  law; 
it  hat!  become  to  men  of  broken  fortunes  the  means  of  subsis- 
tence, and  the  abuses  which  were  practised  caused  the  ruin  of 
many  a  family.  They  became  so  notorious  that  in  Jul\',  1769, 
a  letter  was  addressed  by  the  governor  and  council  to  the 
bench  of  Montreal.  Its  application  was  not  general,  but 
special  "tothtjse  magistrates  only  who  had  gi\en  occasion  for 
the  coinplaints."  it  recapitulated  the  mischiefs  arising  from 
the  practices  followed.  It  had  grown  to  be  a  custom  for 
blank  forms  to  be  i)laced  in  the  hands  of  bailiffs,  e\en  with 
individuals  not  officers  of  the  court,  bearing  the  signature  of  a 
justice,  to  be  filled  up  as  occasion  might  suggest.  The 
existence  of  this  disre[)iitablc  and  mischievous  practice  is 
established  by  manifi^ld  proof,  and  it  cannot  with  truth  be 
challenged.      !\Ien   were  summoned  for  the  payment  of  small 


debts  to  appear  at  a  long  distance  fr 


om 


tl 


ien'  (Iweilmu', 


the 


fees  of  the  bailiff  fre(|iientl\' exceeding  the  amount  ofthetlebt; 


the  time 


iven    bemsjf  olten   so  sno 


ftc 


)rt  that  Ihe 


judgment  went 
th 


by    default.      Moreover,    the    summons    was   compul.sorj',  the 
party  receiving  it  was  not  alloweil  to  settle  the  debt  bj-  pay- 


ment.     .After  e.xcl 


lunnu 


igamst  the  monstrous  s\-stein,  the 


th 


letter  of  the  governor  recommendeil  that  a  personal  appli- 
cation in  all  cases  be  matle  for  the  summons,  and  that  the 
party  making  it  should  serve  it,  or  cause  it  to  be  served  by  the 
bailiff  of  the  parish;  that  no  man  should  be  condemned  wilh- 

*  Tan.   Arch.,  Q.,  6.,  |).  lf)S,   131I1  of  X()vcml)cr,   1769. 
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out  I)ciiij,r  heard;  that  a  siiminous  setting  forth  impossible 
conch'tioi.s  of  a])i)carancx'  should  he  held  to  be;  no  suninious 
at  all  ;  and  that  paj-nicnt  should  be  accc|)U'(l  if  olTereil. 

Carleton  made  a  special  report  upon  these  abuses.*  'I'he 
protestant  popul.ition  lie  described  as  composed  of  traders, 
disbanded  soldiers,  and  some  few  officers,  with  one  or  two 
exceptions  beneath  tlu;  rank  of  captain.  Many  beini;  pros- 
perous men  of  l)usiness  were  unaljle  to  t^ixe  tin-  time  to  sit  as 
justices.  Tiiose  w  ho  had  failed  in  their  enteriirises  strove  to 
repair  their  broken  fortunes  at  the  expense  of  the  communitx'. 
There  were  in  the  parishes  many  l'"rench  disbanded  solditMs, 
and  deserters  who  had  been  ap])ointed  bailiffs.  They  were 
constant])'  present  ainon;^'  the  rural  population,  and  when 
tliere  was  a  (piarrel  or  difference,  excited  the  tlisputanls  to 
litijration.  'I'hcy  were  furnished  w  ith  siijjned  blank  lorms  for 
innnediatc  .service,  and  nian\-  paltry  misundcrstandint^s,  which 
mii^dit  easily  have  been  accommodated,  were  taken  into  the 
courts  and  formidable  costs  exacted.  Not  unfrc'(|ucntl}-  the 
same  pers;)n  received  summonses  for  different  courts,  sepa- 
rated widely  apart,  for  a  hearing  on  the  same  day.  The 
defentlant  in  the  desperation  of  his  situation  did  not  appear. 
Judt^menl  followed  and  an  execution  was  at  once  issued;  the 
debtor  was  without  redress.  The  land  thus  seized  was  offered 
for  sale.  Tlu-rc  was  j^real  scarcit\-  of  money  and  there  were 
\\'A\'  purchasers  ;  it  lollowed  that  for  some  i)ett_\'  debt,  larms 
were  sold  i^reatl}'  below  tluir  value. 

In  nian\-  cases  the  ])roduce  of  the  sale  did  nc>t  even  benefit 
the  cretlitor,  for  the  monev  was  swallowed  up  b)'  the  exor- 
bitant ^cii^.  This  deplorable  persecution  is  established  b\' 
Carlcton's  own  experience.  I  It;  heard  so  many  complaints, 
and  receivetl  so  many  communications  on  the  subject  that 
he  made  a  tour  throut^h  the  ])rovince,  and  himself  examined 
into  the  abuses  which  were  dis^racini;  the  British  name,  and  in 
reporting;"  them,  he  protested  with  all  the  force  of  iiis  character 
ajjainst  their  existence,  f 

*  Can.  Arch..  (J.,  7,  p.  17.     281I1  Miuch,  1770. 

t  Carleton  to  II il!-,l)()i()u^ii,  2S1I1    M;iicli,  1770;   "  Tliis,    .My   I.oul,   is  l)Ut  a 
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In  order  to  itnu'dy  these  acts  of  injustice  and  wioni;  the 
onriiiance  nf  the  istot  l'"cl)iu,ir\'  was  enacted,  wliich  sliuck 
at  the  iDdt  of  iht!  mischief.  Its  one  ol)ject  was  to  achniiiister 
justice  honestly  and  clieapl)',  and,  as  was  usual,  ever)-  pro- 
ceeding; in  that  direction  broui^hl  forth  a  nois\-  protest  from 
those  inleresletl  in  the  maintenance  of  the  ahusi-s.  After 
declarin;4  that  the  courts  establisluMl  by  tlu;  ordinance  of  the 
17th  ot  .September,  1704,  had  become  an  intolerabli-  burden, 
the  new  ordinance  enacted  that  the  clauses  which  had  per- 
mitted the  bad  s)-stein  siiouUi  be  amuillcd.  Tlie  power  of  the 
magistrates  in  cases  alTectiiiL;-  propertj'  was  taken  awa\-.  Sums 
not  e.xceedini;' ,{,  IJ  were  to  be  heard  in  the  connnon  pleas, 
and  an  independent  court  was  constituted  at  Montreal  for 
that  district,  iiidepiMidently  of  that  of  (  )uebec.  The  jurisdic- 
tion was  common  to  both  districts  in  the  cases  of  levyiuL;'  an 
exccuticju.  'I'he  courts  to  be  held  on  l'"rida\'  in  the  weelc  all 
the  year,  holiila\s  e.\ce])ted,  for  causes  not  exceeding;  ^i  2, 
and  f>n  some  other  day  \vh(>n  a  L;ieater  amount  was  involved. 
No  jirocess  to  be  f\led  until  the  ])laintiff  had  matle  his 
declaration.  .All  foiins  of  [irocess  were  carefull)'  laid  dcn\n, 
antl  the  defendant  was  so  far  protected,  that, when  the  i)lainliff 
had  failed  to  prove  his  claiui,  he  was  mulcted  in  costs.  In 
.svvX'v/fV.'/vV.v,  l)easts  of  the  plouL;h,  implements  of  agriculture 
and  trade,  with  one  bed  and  bedding",  were  exce[)ted  from 
seizure.  Time  was  given  for  the  issue  of  execution,  and  eon- 
sitleration  for  the  unfortunate  debtor  was  enforcetl.  ('om- 
missioners  were  to  l)e  nameil  to  dete'inine  matters  to  the 
value  of  ^3.  Rules  were  laitl  down  for  the  sale  of  property 
luider  executicjii,  and  none  was  to  be  issued  against  houses 
and  lands  when  the  cause  of  action  ditl  not  exceed  i,  1  J. 

As  was  expected,  the  ordinance  created  a  shout  of  indig- 

veiy  fiiiiit  ISkculi  of  the  t>i?.lres.ses  of  tlit;  C  ;ui:uliaiis  uiiil  the  cause  o(  much 
l\C|iriMLli  Id  iiur  X.iliiiii.il  j^l^lice  and  llie  kiiii^'s  ynvciiimL'iit.''  (  ailcti)!!  al.io 
cncloseil  a  Icttci  Iroiu  Jiisipli  iJciosic,  a  captain  of  militia  of  Vmaska,  3r(i  July, 
1769;  "On  lie  voit  tnus  Ics  jouis  que  proces  sur  piocis  ])our  des  clioses  de 
iicaiil  ;  pom  viiiijt  on  tu-iile  >ols,  on  foinie  un  pioces  ipii  >c  monle  le  plus  .souveiit 
;'i  40,  50  et  00  iivies  par  l.i  nudlilude  dc  fi.u^  ipie  >ont  fails  a  ces  p.iuvics  yens.'' 
Can.  Arch.,  (,).,  7,  p.  7. 
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tuition  amon^f  the  knot  of  incii  who  had  taken  up  the  cry  of 
British  laws,  us  if  the-)-  were  to  countenance  the  triumph  of 
the  petti f(»j4\Ljers,  and  the  leeclies  hvin^'  i)V  iej^al  abuse.*  A 
deputation  of  six  persons  waited  upon  the  <;c)vc;rnor,  with  a 
memorial  settin;^  forth  twenty  objections  askini^r  {oy  its  repeal 
or  modification  ;  Carleton  saw  no  reason  for  cit'^er  course. 
\W  the  operations  f)f  the  tormer  law,  three  or  nundred 

families  had  been  turned  out  of  their  houses,  tlu  .  laiul  sold 
for  not  one-ei^iith  of  its  value,  the  del)tors  ruined  in  many 
cases,  the  debts  undischarj^ed  ;  for  everythint;  had  been  con- 
sumed in  fees.  Shortly  before  this  date  Carleton  had  ordered 
the  release  of  sixteen  debtors  ;  the  debts  for  the  whole 
number,  includinj.j  the  jail  fees,  did  not  amount  tf)  ^(,40;  and 
he  had  resolved  that  so  abominable  a  procedure  should 
terminate.      The  ordinance  was  adhered  to.  f 


*  V'aiietoii  lias  (Itisciiiieil  tlie  characlL-r  "f  lliis  population.  [(';iii.  .Aicli., 
Q.,  7,  p.  ()205.  A|)rH  1770]  "'riiL'rewMs  not  a  piotestant  1)iiIc1kt  or  piihlicnn 
that  became  a  l)ankiiipi.  who  did  not  apply  to  l)e  made  a  justice.  'I'liey  cantonned 
themselves  upon  tiie  country,  and  many  of  them  rid  the  peop'  •  with  despotic 
sway,   imposed    fnies  which    they   turne  I   to   tlieii    own   profit,  in  a   manner 

looked  upon  tliemselves  as  the  Lefjislators  of  the  Province." 

+  The  memorial  was  presented  on  the  jiart  of  "  Merchants  ...  tilers  of  the 
city  of  Montreal."  Twenty  ohjections  were  specified,  which  may  be  thus  sum- 
mari/.ed.  "  1.  The  uncommon  indulj^ence  to  ilehtors  would  lead  them  to  commit 
villainies  and  fraud.  2.  The  tendency  of  the  ordinance  to  invest  the  officers  of 
the  Crown  with  power  to  become  arbiters  of  the  ])roi)erty  in  the  jirovince. 
3.  Ordinance  intricate  and  complex.  4.  Keepinjj  the  court  of  Common  I'leas 
open  hurtful  to  public  credit.  5.  Clause  does  not  state  allowance  (ler  mile  to 
bailiff  for  cost  of  conveying  orders.  6.  Process  cumbersome,  few  bailiffs  able  Id 
read  or  write.  7.  Delay  in  executions  liable  to  cause  fraud.  8.  Mailiffs  too 
ignorant  to  take  charge  of  goods.  9.  Delay  in  sale  of  goods  injurious.  10.  The 
exemption  of  tools,  etc.,  unprecedented.  II.  The  variety  of  form  to  be  observed, 
objecticniable.  12.  'I'lie  jienalty  for  removal  of  coin  not  exjilicit.  13.  No 
security  given  for  payment  by  bailiffs.  14.  The  discretion  given  to  judges  an 
infringement  on  the  lil)erty  of  the  subject.  [Where  at  this  iieiiod  was  this  sentence 
not  found  on  the  American  Continent?]  15  The  mode  of  recovery  of  debts  by 
instalment  will  not  answer.  16.  'I'lie  delay  of  the  sale  of  lands  too  long.  17.  The 
exemption  o(  sei/^ure  of  land  for  debts  under  .^^12,  contrary  to  ;ict  of  I'arliament. 
18.  It  will  produce  b.ul  coiiseipiences.  Kj.  Asking  the  jurisdiction  of  justices  to 
be  enlarged  from  £7,  to  ^6.  20.  Asked  ci'cuils  to  be  enl.Tged  to  C'hnlems  May 
and  Caspc.  I'lnally  asking  for  repeal  or  alteration."  'I'lie  memorial  was  sub- 
scribed by  50  signatures. 
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With  ;ill  the  efforts  of  those  concerned  only  fift\'  sii^iiatuns 
couUl  he  ohtaiiied.  We  le.iin  fnun  Cailetoii  that  liaiid  l)i!ls 
were  (h'strihted  to  evcite  piibh'c  feeh'n^f,  h\'  wln'ch  all  were 
called  upon  to  coiisult  about  {grievances.  'I'lu:  h'teuch  C'an.i- 
dians  uoiikl  take  no  [)art  in  the  movement,  .'uid  many  ufre 
insulted  for  this  expression  of  their  opinion.  The  opposition 
proved  as  futile  as  it  was  weak. 

The  petition  for  .Mniia_\''s  recall  had  im  hided  the  demand 
lor  the  establishment  of  a  house  of  re])resentali\es,  "as  in  tlu- 
other  provinces,  there  btMn.i;  a  number  more  than  --ufricii'nt  of 


lo)-al  and  well-affected  protestant> 


to  fc 


tl 


orm  llie  House 


protestant 


nd  that  the  new  subjects  should  be  allowed  to  elect 
thout  burthem'niT  them   with  such  oaths  as  in 


s   wi 


then"  present  mode  ol   ihmkniL;'  the)'  camiot  conscientiously 
'I'he  ilesire  at  that  date  was*  that  no  i-voman  catholic 


take. 


could  be  elected.  It  is  necessary  to  recur  to  tiiis  fact,  for 
it  will  be  seen  that  this  requirement  subsequeiitlj'  became 
iiKHlified,  and  that  tlu;  recpiest  was  preferred  in  another  form. 
Hut  at  tile  date  in  cjuestion  the  spirit  of  intolerance  was  in  full 


force,  anil 


tlu 


cxhi'  ition  or   this  desire  to  ii^nore  the  political 


existence  of  the  1'"  nch  Canadians,  maile  the  attem[)t  in  the 
formation  of  a  ccxi  ')f  law  more  difficult,  anil  delayed  its 
settlement.  l'".\en  Wi  ■  the  ap[)eal  was  made  to  i^iun  the 
co-operation  oftlie  l''rench  ("anadians,  it  was  characteri/.eil  by 
a  sin<4ular  want  (jf  jud^Mnent,  aiul  a  failure  to  recoj^nizc  how 
moderation  alone  could  attain  harmony  in  an\'  joint  effort. 


Carleton 


s  arrival 


b\- 


no  means  silencec 


1  tl 


le  advocacy  o 


)f  tlu 


project;  it  continued  to  be  earnestly  discussed,  but  was  perse- 
vered in  without  an)-  ori;anizetl  as^itatioii.  The  subject  which 
more  particularl)'  occu])ied  attention  durint;  the  time,  when 
the  events  I  liave  endeavoureil  to  describe  were  taking;;  place, 
was  the  projiosed  codification  of  the  s)'stem  of  law,  by  which 
the  province  should  be  [^rovcrned. 

Carleton  tlid  not  lon^'  hesitate  in  forming  the  opinion,  that 
the  great  disi)arity  in  the  population  made  the  creation  of  any 
house  of  assembl)'  inadvisable.      I  lis  views  were  not  simply 
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directed  to  ;i  .scttlrmciit  of  the  dilTiriilt}-  as  it  then  presentctl 
itself;  tlu'_\'  ;dso  einhiaced  that  which  mii^ht  i)c  advaiita;^"eoiis 
in  the  future.  A  _\-ear  after  liis  arri\al  he  rejjorted  to  lord 
Shclburne  on    the  eoiiditioii    of  the  province,  when  lie  dwelt 


upon 


(t^o 


su])eriorit\'    in    numbers   of   the    new    to    the    old 


subjects,  expressin;^  the  belief  that,  fa  .Voin  diniiin'shini;^,  the 
disparit}- would  b.-  increased.  lie  considcMed  that  einii^ration 
fi'oni  l'"uro])i-  would  be  turned  to  the  more  "  chccrhd  climate 
and  more  fruitful  soil  of  the  soulliern  urovinces  in   Mrefereiice 


to  tl 


ic  lou"'  mnospi 


table 


wmter: 


anada. 


It  was  the  com- 


mencement of  .he  misrepresentation  b}-  political  writers  of  the 
healthy,  pleasant,  invi;.;oratint.^"  winter  of  ("anada  ;  one  of  the 


'reat 


arms  o 


f   tl 


le   social    iile  ot    tlie  donnmou,   i)\'   w 


hich 


.uropeans,  who   m   ihe  wmici'  mouths  \  isU    the  t-ities   o 


f  the 


northei'ii  ])art  of   tlu^   toutment,  are 


)leasantly  impressed 


a  deIi"-ion  whiih  todk  three  quarters  of  a  centuiy  to  destroy 

tlic 


assemi)l\' w  inch  shouki  exclude 


To  Carleton  a  house 

Canadians  a])i)eared  ridicujousl)-  unwarrantable.* 

He  met  such  demands  In'  repl)iuL;'  that  he  wo;'.ld  be  obh\i:;ed 
to  those  advocatin;.;  the  measure  if  llu,-}-  would  .-^u^^ijest  a  plan 
of  carrying  it  out  acbaulai^eously  to  the  pi'o\  ince,  detailinj^" 
who  the  electois  and  w  ho  the  representatives  sliould  \iv.  The 
question    indeed    somewhat    dropped    into  abeyance  when   it 


*   Cailclon 


leUci'  lo  .'^lic 


lull 


lie  l'( 


2S1I1  Ni 


1707. 


<  ,ni. 


.\rcli  ,(,)..  5,1, 


]).  260)   is  tjiven  at   leiiijlli  in  rcpoil  of  Can.  Arcli.,  iSSS,  p.  .)l.      At  tliis  date,  a 


Ci'iiturv  ;iiiil   a 


If  aft 


t-r  tlicv  «ort;  writlcii,  a  true  L■^^nn.^le  can  lie  formed  o 


)f  111 


oiiectiiess  111  iiiaiiv  respects  o 


f  t: 


le  opinions  then  expre^sei 
i: 


I  In 


iiviin:  arr.m 


Re 


tlie  streiii^tli  of  ills  .Ma'iesty  s  old  and  iic.v  siilijects  and  siiewii  llieLjieal  siipeiiorily 


if  tlic   latter,  it 


ay  iKil  he  amiss  to  oliseive  lliat  llicie  is  iml  the 


si  proliahilily 


tliis    inesent   superiority  slioii 


diminisii.   on   llie  coiitraiv.  Ii    is  iiuiie 


lli.n 


1" 


iroliable  it  will   increase  and  strens'lhen  ilai 


1  .su 


ily. 


[lie  lew  old  .^iilijecls 


at   presetit  in  lliis   province  have  lieeii  inosily  left  here  by  accident,  and  are  either 
disbanded   officers,   .soldiers  or   followers  of  the  army  who  not   knowinj;  how  lo 

ire  left  at  the  Reduction  ; 
I'erly  of  the  country  di.s-coiiiafjes 


dispose  of  themselves  elsewhere,  settled  wl 


th 


Hut  while  this  severe  climate  am 


1  till 


hut   the  natives,  its  healthfuliiess    is   such   that   these  imiltip 


dail 


V,  so  that. 


banin;^  a  catastrophe  shockiiiy;  to  lliiiil;  of.  this  couiitiy  iniist  to  the  end  ol  Tiine 
he  peopled  by  the  Canadian  Race,  who  already  ha'.e  taken  such  (inn  Root  and  i;ol 
to  so  tjreal  a  heijjhl,  that  any  new  slock  transplanle<l  will  he  totally  hid  and 
imperceiUihle  anioiiyst  them,  except  in  (he  towns  of  (,)uehec  and  Montreal." 
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again  obtained  prominence  in  1768  by  a  petition  bciiitj  taken 
round  for  sii^iiatiire  ainonsj^  the  iMis^iish  spcakint^  members. 
Carleton  coiisitlered  that  tlu-  iiiiluence  of  Mascies  hatl  been 
exercised  in  this  liirectioii.  The  upper  chisses  of  tlie  I'^rench 
Canach'iuis  declared  tliemscKes  dcciilcdl)'  adxerse  to  the 
measure,  and  stU(U(iusl\-  kept  aloof  from  connection  with  it. 

Carleton's  conser\ative  tone  of  mind  came  into  ])rominence 
in  his  discussion  of  the  proposition,  lie  was  not  hopeful 
of  tlie  good  effect  of  liberal  institutions  transplai.tcd  to  tlie 
American  continent.  They  would  fail  to  proiluce  the  results 
attained  in   the  mother  countrw  foi'  the  diL;'tiit\'  neither  of  the 


tlir 


(jne  n 


tor  of  the  peerage  coulil  be  sustaine 


Vh 


■oxernor 


had     little    to 


>i\e    a\\a\' 


and 


accordmgl}'    possessed 


4iltl 


111 


mlUience. 


(USMked 


lb 


ratiu'r  ran   the  v[> 


of 


l)emg   imixipniar  anil 


It 


was  his  dutv  to  restrain  ursubordmation,  and  not 


permit  officials  in  the  leceipt  of  fees  [o  be  extortionate.  lie 
had  to  strui'.gle  with  incompetence  ;  for  the  oIIkis  whiih 
should  ha\('  bi-en  held  by  men  of  abilitw  experience  ami 
integrit\',were  granted  to  [)atentees,who  tillcHl  them  as  ciieai)ly 
as  possible,  b\'  bestowing  them  on  men  wlio  offered  the  best 
terins,  and  desired  to  malce  the  most  out  of  their  i)laces.  Such 
as  these,  restrained  in  their  desire  to  emich  themselves,  looked 


tl 


us  restr.imt,  and  no  (.ne 


witli   hate  on   the  person  exercisini 

of  the  mnnber  sjave   the  sliiditest  assistance  in  the  difficulties 


of  government.      liie  <jo\eriior,  feebh'  assisted!  bv  Ins  council 
was  ill  able  to  contend  with  a  popular  assembh'  in  full  xigour 


natural 


in  wliicli  there  was  e(|ualit\'  or  condition,  aiul 
tcndenc)'  to  rc;pub!ican  principles;  and  it  w  a:,  a  gra\e  point  to 
l)e  considered  if  this  iiulcpcndent  spirit  of  ilemocrac\-  should 
be  cultivated  in  a  colon\'  lately  coiuiuend. 

Main-  of  I'arlelon's  successors  had  occasion  to  think  as  he 


th 


ou''ht. 


le  principle  ot  colonial  rule  was 


for  tl 


le  succeed  in  LT 


si.xt}'  j'ears  imperfectly  understi 


wr 


itten    his    immortal   woi 


.\ilam   Smith  had  not 
he    uorUl    had   to   learn   that 


freedom  of  trade  must  ever  remain  the  main  spring  of  every 
l)olitical  alliance,  and  that  the  restriction  enforcing  any  form 
of  protection,  w  hich   ma}-  possibl\-  adxauce  the  fortunes  of  a 


Hi 


1 


,iM1i 


1 1  \'l 
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few  individuals,  is  hurtful  to  the  st;itc  as  a  wliolc;  that  iicrsonal 
prosperity  enjoyed  by  the  great  majority  must  i)rove  the  true 
basis  of  national  wealth  ;  that  repressive  law,  cxcc[)t  in  its 
necessary  relationship  to  order,  justice  and  the  preservation  of 
the  rights  of  property,  of  liberty  and  ])rotection  of  person, 
invarialjly  creates  a  class  of  agitators  wiio  li\e  b\-  tumult,  and 
b)'  bewildering  honester  minds  than  their  (jwn.  1  laving  some 
limited  degree  of  truth  on  their  side,  thev  are  able  to  throw 
the  mantle  of  wrong  over  much,  which  even  docs  not  call  for 
partial  condemnation.  Where  a  fair  fiekl  is  given  to  labour 
and  enterprise,  [iolitical  <.lissatisfactioii  becomes  of  an  inferior 
and  subordinate  character.  Changes  are  rarely  sought  for 
thcrHselves  ;  they  are  the  means  to  an  end,  having  generally 
in  view  specific  results,  and  a  new  element  is  sought  in  the 
form  of  govcnnnent,  that  the  difficulty  of  living  may  be 
motlified.  Hetter  rights  are  demanded  in  order  that  they 
may  lead  to  better  days  ;  and  every  enlargement  of  constitu- 
tional liberty  is  regarded  as  the  forerunner  of  liberty  of  thought, 
of  action,  of  effort,  of  enter|)rise.  In  ("arleton's  da\,-s  these 
views  obtained  no  recogin'tion.  The  king's  exaggerated  sense 
of  the  power  he  should  possess  penetrated  into  every  part  of 
the  empire,  especially  in  political  life.  In  Knglanii,  the 
"king's  friends"  were  active  in  its  advocacy  in  every  direction  ; 
the  principle  was  commum'cated  to  colonial  government,  to 
be  followetl,  long  after  the  pretension  had  passed  awa}-  at 
home.  It  was  looked  for,  that  every  impression  should  come 
from  London.  There  was  a  large  class  in  the  colonies  that 
profited  by  the  theory,  and  battled  for  its  maintenance,  as  it 
gave  them  place  and  power;  and  even  after  the  passage  of  the 
reform  bill,  the  subordinate  officials  in  the  colonial  office  in 
London,  continueil  for  nian\- \-ears  to  exercise  an  undesirable 
influence  on  the  outer  provinces  of  the  empire.  It  was  onl)' 
by  slow  ilegrees  th;.t  this  undesirable  interference  was  finally 
entirely  set  asitle. 

Carleton  in  1769  applied  for  lea\e  to  return  temporaril)-  to 
r'ngland.  His  absence  at  that  date  was  not  thought  expe- 
dient; it  was  onl}   .ibout  the  13th  of  .August,  1770,  that  he  was 
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able  to  leave  (^'anada.  I  le  went  home  noniinall}' on  private 
affairs  for  a  period  of  six  incjiitiis,  hut  he  remained  absent 
in  Kn<,danil  nntil  1774.  1 1  is  presence  there  was  considered 
advantageous,  from  tlie  informalii  :i  he  could  furnish,  as  he 
could  he  consulted  personally  on  the  points  which  demanded 
settlement  ;  the  form  of  <;overiHnent  ;  the  code  of  laws  ;  and 
the  principle  on  which  the  newlj'  accpu'red  province  should  be 
[governed.  I'our  years  were  to  elapse  before  anything^  definite 
could  be  effected.  On  Carleton's  arrival  lord  North  had  suc- 
ceeded to  |)ower.  Ilillsboroutjh,  howe'e',  remained  in  office 
as  secretar\',  and  continuetl  in  that  position  for  two  \-ears. 
The  delay  which  followed  must  therefore  have  arisen  with 
the  new  first  minister;  and  this  s[)irit  of  procrastination  was 
unfortunately  a  strikini^'  feature  of  his  character. 

On  Carleton's  departure,  Hector  Theoi)hile  Cramahe.  a 
Swiss  protestant  *  was  appointed  licutenant-g;overnor.  He 
had  been  a  member  of  Murra\''s  council  durint^  the  period  of 
military  occupation,  antl  was  re-appointed  when  Murray 
became  governor-in-chief  Cramahe  had  been  a  captain  in 
the  service,  and  had  retired  in  1761  ;  he  acted  as  Murray's 
.secretarx',  and  he  uas  commended  bj'  Murray  to  Pitt  ff)r  his 
high  qualities  in  the  performance  of  his  duties  On  Murray's 
appointment  as  governor,  Cramahe  was  sent  to  Three  Rivers 
to  take  charge  of  the  govermnent,  relieving  llaldimand.f 
lie  continued  a  member  of  Murray's  council,  and  so  obtained 
his  confidence,  that  he  was  .sent  to  Mngland  to  re[)rescnt  to 
the  colonial  office  th.e  condition  of  the  province.  .After  the 
dismissal  of  Irving  and  Mabane  he  became  the  senior  member 
of  the  council.  His  seniorit)-,  joinetl  to  his  ability  and  recti- 
tude, led  to  his  selection  as  lieutenant-governor.  The  four 
years  that  Cramahe  remained  in  that  position  were  in  no  way 
eventful  so  far  as  Canatla  was  concerned.     Cramahe's  govern- 


U: 


•  .Murray  wrote  of  liim  I^lli  of  .May,  l"!)!,  "I  i-;iii  answer  for  this  jjentlenian's 

•  iiitei;rity,  lie  is  an  oxcellt-nl  scliular,  entirely  ni.ister  of  liie   I'rencii  l.iiiyuaye,  and 

I  siioiiM  he  very  un;.;rateliil  if  I  (iiil  nui  acUnowleii^e  myself  inlinitely  indebteii  to 

his  parts,  Tenipor  and   understanding,  in  the  course  of  the  Imsincss   I   have  now 

carried  on  for  two  years  in  this  colony. "     Can.  .Arch.,  <^).,  I,  p.   I. 

t  X'errcault  :   l\e.i;ne  .Mdilaire,  \<.  276. 
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iiiciit  called  only  for  the  careful  observance  of  his  instructions, 


and  lor  prudence  ni  incctnii;"  unlook-cd-tor  emeri^encics. 
Althou;^h  it  was  t;"enerall\'  helie\ed  that  Carleton  hatl  returned 
to  1'"n,L;land  to  t^ive  information  concerning;'  tlic  codification 
of  the  law,  there  is  no  record  of  any  stronj^'  fcclinLj  in  the 
province  on  the  subject.  .\  tew  weeks  after  ("arleton's  depar- 
ture, Crainahe  forwarded  to  him  for  ])resentation,  a  petition 
from  t!;e  h^ench  Canadians,  pra)'int;'  that  the  laws  and  customs 
which  h;id  Ljoverned  their  properties  shoulil  be  restored. 
From  time  to  time  Cramahe  was  informed  by  the  colonial 
secretary,  that  the  uncertaint\-  w  ilh  regard  to  Canadian  law 
was  passin;^  away,  and  a  settlement  would  soon  be  effected  ; 
also    that    the    del 


ly  e.vperienced   was    unavoidai)le. 


Some 


activity  was  shewn  in  ajiplication.- 


f( 


or 


'rants  of  land  ;  it  was 


at  this  period  that  attent 


ion  w 


as  first  directed  to  the  subject, 


and  that  an\'  tendcnc\'  was  she 


WW    o 


f  a  ilesire  to  seek 


anv 


field  of  enterprise,-  outsitle  of  mercantile  life  in  the  citie: 


In  I 


/  /  y 


the  (luestion  o 


f  th 


e  nouse  or  assem 


f 


ibb 


a<'am  came 


into  i)rominence,  and  an  attempt  was  made  to  induce  the 
French  Canadians  to  join  in  the  movement.  .A  meetiui^  was 
held  in  (Quebec  on  the  ;oth  of  October,  at  which  the  vote  was 


almost  nnanimous,  :!S  to  ,,  that  the  lieutenant- 


<j"o\ernor  snou 


Id 


first  be  addres 


pre\ious  to  an\'  aitpeal   bein'j;   made  to  the 


;m<. 


r 


le  petition  was   ( 


;raft 


eu 


and   translate 


in 


to  h 


rend 


and  sent  to  the  le 


idiuL;  I'^rench  C.madians,  with  a  retpiest  that 
they  would  join  in  a  conference  on  the  4th  of  November, 
Nine  of  the  Ihitish  siL;uers  and  eit^ht  of  the  h'rcnch  Canadians 
attended,  when  the  latter  agreed  to  submit  the  ([uestion  to 
their    countrymen.      No   h'rench    Canadians  were    present  at 


the  following  meet 


IIU 


.AccordinuK',  a  letter  was  addressed 


to  those  who  had  accepted  the   first  invitation.       The  answer 
received   was    that    the     FnMich    Canadians    as  a  body  were 


Amonij  the  aiiplicaiils 


IS    to    1)0 


nk'ed 


fduiul  Uij  naiiio  of  Z.icliary  .\iacaulay. 


appeals  111 


all  the  d 


ocumeiits  s.fjiiei 


y  the   iMiijlish  speal; 


WHICH 


inmontv  al 


tliat 


(late. 


l'"or  a  time,  it  was  aimieil   that   he  was  the  father  of  the  celehr.iled 


liistoiian,  the  fact   i 


s   (lisproved   by  his  ap| 


liicat 


ion   lor  some 


land,  his  claim   for 


whicli.  he  based  on   the  fact  of  havini;  sei  ved  as  a  midshipman  at  tile  con(|aesl 
both  of  l,ouisl)ourg  and  Quebec.      Can.  Aicii.,  (^.,  S,  p.  117. 
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unwilliiii;;  to  co-opemtc.  A  petition  was  tlieii  scit  to  the 
licutciiant-<;()vcriu)r  by  the  Hrilisli  rcsidciils  alone,  with 
iiinct}'-onc  signatures  onl)'.  It  iccapilulalcd  the  conditions  of 
the  proclamation  of  1763,  and  pra)eil  that  an  assenihl)- should 
be  called. 

The  lieutenant-governor  cautiously  answered  the  petitioners 
that  the  matter  was  of  too  much  importance  for  him  to  do 
more  tiian  forward  tlu^  petition  to  the  home  <4(>verinnent,  and 
that,  from  what  he  had  heard,  he  considered  that  the  aifairs 
of  the  province  were  likely  to  become  the  object  of  attention 
in  ICn^iand.  When  sendin<4  the  petition,  Cramaiie  wrote  that 
the  Canadians  had  declined  to  join  ;  that  amoni;  the  signers, 
only  five  of  them  were  freeholders,  four  of  whom  possessed 
no  considerable  proper!}',  while  those  renting  houses  oi'  larms 
did  not  exceed  thirty.  An  unfa\ ourahle  answer  fiom  tin- 
lieutenant-governor  had  been  expected.  A  petition  was, 
consecpientlw  sent  to  the  king  to  which  one  hundreti  and  fift}-- 
eight  signatures  were  ap])ended.  An  assembl)-  was  prayed 
for  on  the  grounil  that  it  would  ])romole  industrx',  agricidturc 
and  ccjmmerce,  and  create  harmou)-  and  goml  understanding 
between  the  old  and  new  subjects  :  its  constitution  differed 
from  tliat  previously  advocated.  The  first  petition  distinctly 
set  forth  that  it  should  be  composed  of  protestant.s.  Tliis 
express  demand  was  now  niodifietl  ;  it  was  nevertlieless 
evident  that  the  same  desire  prcdomin.ated.  The  ])hraseology 
was  simply  changed  to  tjuiet  an\-  feais  which  the  i'li'iich 
Canadians  might  entertain.  1  bul  the  ])ctilion  asked  that  no 
religious  tests  should  be  exacted,  and  the  desire  been  plainl_\- 
shewn  that  the  Roman  catlu)lics  should  obtain  admission  to 
the  assembl}-,  the  Canatliaiis  woukl  doubtless  ha\e  joined  in 
the  request.  J'he  negative  character  of  the  tlemand  created 
suspicion,  for  the  petition  simpi)'  prax'cd  that  the  house  of 
assembl)'  should  be  "in  such  maimer  and  of  such  constitution 
.  .  ,  as  in  the  royal  wisdom,  should  seem  best  aclaptetl  to 
secure  peace,  welfare,  and  good  government."  It  might  have 
been  foreseen  that  tlic  Canadians  would  accept  no  such  con- 
(.lition,  for  it  was  subscribing  l(j  their  political  extinction. 
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The  whole  tlifficultj'  hiy  in  the  rclit^ious  question,  and  it  may 
be  brielly  stated.  While  in  Canada,  the  exclusion  of  Roman 
catholics  from  an  assembh'  would  have  been  impossible  ;  their 
admission  would  have  been  at  variance  with  the  strong  preju- 
dice felt  in  this  respect,  both  in  the  mother  country  and 
throui^hout  the  more  southern  provinces.  It  was  the  point 
on  which  the  world  was  to  learn  toleration,  and,  at  that  date, 
the  ])eculiar  condition  of  Canada  would  have  ij^reatly  assisted 
in  the  solution  of  the  problem,  if  the  iMiylish  speakini; 
minority  had  acted  with  sense  and  moderation.  Many  were, 
hcnvever,  affected  by  the  spirit  which  pervaded  New  I'^nyland, 
in  the  desire  to  obtain  control  of  the  <rovernment.  The\- 
could  not  but  be  .sensible  of  tiieir  own  numerical  weakness, 
and  they  saw  little  ativantaj^e  to  themselves  in  joinin;^  in  a 
petition  for  an  assembl}',  in  which  religious  belief  slunild  be 
no  bar  to  election.  In  their  address  to  the  kin^;,  the\'  nonn- 
iially  submitted  to  his  decision  the  constitution  of  the  house, 
pledging;  themselves  to  accpiiesce  in  the  form  it  would  take. 
It  was  not  possible  for  them  to  believe  that  it  would  be  other- 
wise than  in  accordance  with  their  views.  They  certainly 
refused  to  act  with  the  hrench  Canadians,  except  on  their 
own  conditions,  and  would  in  no  wa\'  co-operate  in  the 
demand  for  a  house  of  assembly  from  which  religious  tests 
should  be  excluded. 

The  petition  w  hi  _h  expressed  their  opinions  was  included 
in  a  memorial  to  lord  Dartmouth,  who,  at  this  date,  h;ul 
succeeded  Hillsborough  as  colonial  secretar\-,  complaining  of 
the  failure  to  send  to  the  countr\-  protestant  clerg}',  from 
want  of  whose  presence  the  children  were  l)eing  neglected. 
They  do  not  seem  to  have  reflected  that  aii}-  independent 
effort  in  this  direction  was  necessary  on  their  own  part* 

"  "  \'oiir  loidsliip's  iiu-moii.ilisls  fuillier  see  wilh  ret;rel,  tlie  ^reat  ciangei" 
cliildriMi  lioni  nf  jimlestanl  parents  are  in,  of  hein^  ullerly  nejjiecled  for  waul  of 
a  suffioient  nunilier  of  prolestanl  pastors,  and  iheieby  e.xposed  to  the  usual  and 
known  assiduity  of  the  kouian  catholic  cieri^y  of  ditferent  onleis,  who  are  very 
luimeidus  ill  this  eo.mlry,  and  who,  from  their  immense  funds,  have  lately  estah- 
ii.-heil  a  seniiiiaiy  for  the  education  of  youth  in  this  province,  which  is  the  more 
ajarniiiifj,  as  it  excludes  all  protestant  teachers  of  any  scienc  .■  whatever.' 
[Mascres'  Account  of  l'ro:ee  liiiijs,  etc.,  1775,  p.  26.] 
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Masci'cs,  then  cursitor  baron  of  the  cxchcciuer,  was  asked  to 
take  charc^e  of  tlie  petition.  lie  wrote  in  March,  1774,  thai 
he  had  presented  it  as  rei|iiested,  and  tliat  lie  beh'eved  the 
dcsi<;n  was  to  cstabh'sh  a  legishiti\e  conncil.  lie  had 
snyt^ested  that  it  shcnild  consist  of  thirt}'-t\vo  members,  not 
removable  or  h'able  to  suspension  ;  seventeen  members  to  i)e 
ncccssar\-  for  business;  tliat  a  fortnij^dU's  notice  of  meeting 
should  be  published  in  the  Oiicl'cc  Gazc/tc;  that  ever\- member 
should  be  at  liberty  If)  prepare  a  bill  ;  that  the  council  should 
not  have  the  power  of  imposing'  taxes,  only  of  makinif  laws  ; 
and  that  it  should  be  com[)osed  of  [)rotestants.  Heconcei\ed 
that  this  arrant^cmcnt  for  seven  or  eight  j-ear-^  was  preferable 
to  an  asscml.)l\'  in  which  Roman  catholics  could  sit. 

Maseres  coiuiiuu'd  ids  aibocacy  of  a  house  of  assembly  to 
be  composed  of  prolestants,  votes  being  gixen  to  the  Roman 
catholic  electors,  lie  advised  that  a  declaration  should  be 
made,  recognizing  that  the  15ritish  parliament  possessed  legis- 
lative authcjtity  over  the  province, which  should  remain  in  force 
after  the  house  of  assembly  was  established,  lie  consitlered 
that  this  course  would  have  much  inlluence  in  I'jigiand,  in 
removing  the  feeling  against  creating  new  houses  ofassembl)-, 
arising  from  the  American  pro\inces  denying  the  supreme 
autliorit)'  of  parliament;  the  consetpience  of  which,  if  main- 
tained, would  be  the  dismemberment  of  the  empire  into 
separate  and  distinct  states,  independent  of  cacli  other.  What- 
ever the  strength  of  .Maseres'  inheiiletl  lluguenot  feeling,  his 
good  sense  never  deserted  him.  lie  saw  how  utlerl}'  imprac- 
ticable a  protcstant  asscmbK-  must  be  in  a  ))ro\ince  possessing 
a  ])opulation  of  ninety  thousand  Roman  catholics  and  four 
hundred  protcstants.  lie  however  still  trusted  to  the  future. 
The  legislative  council  he  rcgardetl  as  an  ad  iittciiiit  measure 
of  a  few  years,  when  circumstances  would  admit  the  establish- 
ment of  a  legislature  in  confornn'l}-  with  his  opim'  ;ns. 

I'he  Canadian  Roman  catholics  did  not  remam  idle.  In 
December,  1773,  they  sent  a  petition  to  the  king,  which  was 
presented  in  h'ebruary,  1774.  It  acknowledged  the  considcr- 
-Htion  which  they  had  received  since  the  conquest,  complained 
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of  the  inconvenience  of  ICn^Mish  law,  aiui  asked  to  he  j^ranted 
their  ancient  laws,  |)ii\  iletfes  and  customs  ;  tiiat  (!anada 
should  be  restored  to  its  former  limits  ;  and  tiiat  they  should 
receive  the  full  i)rivile_i;cs  of  British  sulijects.  The  petition 
hore  sixty-five  si;^natures.  It  was  accompanied  b\'  a  memo- 
rial askin;j;  to  participate  in  civil  ami  military  emplovment. 

Maseres,  in  reconlim;'  the  event,  asserts  that  this  petition, 
althoui^h  professing;  to  he  in  accordance  with  h^ench  Canadian 
sentiment,  was  not  so  in  reality.  The  hod\-f)fthe  people  had 
even  expressed  a  likini;  for  the  laws  of  I'.n^iand,  ajd  fully 
recoLi'iiized  that  under  them  they  had  experienced  a  greater 
degree  of  personal  liberty  than  the\'  had  hitherto  enjoyed. 
They  had  obtained  security  for  tiieir  pro])ert\'  and  encourage- 
ment in  their  industry,  "perhaps  more  than  all  the  rest,  an 
exemption  from  the  insolent  and  capricious  treatment  of  tlicir 
former  superiors."  The\'  would  ha\e  been  ready  to  petition 
for  its  introiluction,  but  the\'  were  deterred  from  so  acting,  by 
the  representation  of  the  dangers  to  which  their  religion 
would  lie  exposetl. 

'I'he  time,  however,  hail  arri\eil  when  hesitation  was  to 
cease,  and  tlcfinite  steps  were  to  be  taken  to  determine  the 
constitution  under  which  the  province  shoukl  he  governed. 
Tile  .session  of  1774  was  drawing  to  a  close  before  the  measure 
was  brought  forward,  anil  as  the  [proceedings  are  read,  we  may 
infer  that  it  was  to  constitute  the  final  legislation  of  the  year. 
The  Quebec  act  was  introduced  into  the  house  oflortl.^  on  the 
17th  of  Ma\-,  and  passed  through  three  readings  with  so  little 
ilelay,  that,  on  the  26th  of  the  same  month,  it  had  reacluul  its 
second  reatling  in  the  commons,  where  it  met  great  opposi- 
tion. The  bill  was  described  as  replete  with  mischief  in  the 
composition  of  the  council,  and  great  objection  was  made  to 
the  extension  of  l-'rench  law  over  the  \ast  extent  of  territory, 
which,  west  of  the  island  of  Montreal,  had  never  been  occu- 
pied by  the  h'rench.  The  opinions  of  the  law-officers  of  the 
crown  were  asked  for,  upon  which  Thurlow,  the  attorne)-- 
gcneral,  replied,  that  having  been  gi\en  in  writing,  they  could 
only  be  produced  by  consent.     liurke,  from  the  want  of  infor- 
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Illation,  desired  the  bill  iiiiyht  be  delayed  a  year,  and  did  not 
consider  that  any  mischief  could  arise.  Counsel  on  the  part 
of  tile  merchants  of  London  addressed  the  committee  of 
the  whole,  and  contended  for  the  introduction  of  l'JiL,dish 
law.  Carleton,  Maseres,  chief-justice  Hey,  dc  Lotbim'ere,  Dr. 
IMarryott,  advocate  general,  were  examined.  Maseres  consid- 
ered that  Icttrcs  dc  cachet  mii^ht,  under  h'rcnch  law,  be  intro- 
ducctl  into  Canada.  .An  opinion  to  the  contrary  was  expressed 
by  Wedderburn,  and  tlie  examination  which  arose  in  the 
questi(jns  and  answers,  suggested  by  the  eminent  aJMlity  of 
tliese  two  highly  trained  men,  can  at  this  date  be  profitably 
read.  All  the  legal  acutcness,  liowever,  disappeared  before 
tlie  answer  of  Maseres,  to  the  question  of  lord  North,  that 
he  ditl  not  think  it  probable  such  a  form  of  procedure  would 
be  followed.  The  debate  was  continued  on  the  6lh,  "ih,  Stli 
anil  lolh  of  June,  when  the  bill  was  carrieil  in. committee  by 
(S J5  to  40.  On  the  third  reading  the  fmal  vote  was  56  to  20. 
On  the  icStli  it  was  carri(Hl  u[)  to  the  house  of  lortls,  when  the 
amendments  in  the  commons  were  considered,  and  the  bill 
passetl.     On  the  23nd  of  June  the  house  was  prorogued.  * 

*  Oil  the  day  of  ])roiogatioii,  tlie  lord  mayor,  attended  by  several  aldermen, 
tiie  recorder,  and  one  luindred  and  fifty  of  liie  conmion  council,  proceeded  lo  Si. 
James'  with  a  petition  to  the  I'iini^  to  withhold  his  assent  from  tlie  hill.  'I'lu-y 
were  received  by  the  lord  chamberlain,  who  told  ihein  that  their  petition  rciatid 
to  a  bill  agreed  on  by  the  two  house.s  of  parliament,  and  that  the  kin^  conM  not 
lake  notice  of  il  until  presented  lo  him.  They  nuisl,  therelcMe,  not  e.xpect  an 
answer.  The  kint;  was  then  on  the  point  of  going  to  parliament  in  ortler  to  t^ive 
his  assent  lo  the  measure.  In  so  doing,  he  declared  that  it  was  founded  on  the 
clearest  principles  of  justice  and  humanity,  and  would  have  the  best  etfecl  in 
(luieting  the  minds,  and  promoting  the  happiness  of  his  Canadian  subjects. 
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The  Icxl  of  llic  evidence  j;iveii  l)eri)ie  the  coiuiniltee  of  ihe  liousc  of  coiiiiiKiii-; 
not  lieiiig  aceessilile  to  the  majority  of  readers,  1  append  a  synopsis  of  the 
debate  wliich  took  place  diiiiiit,'  the  pas>nj;e  of  the  hill,  with  a  hiief  account 
f>f  the  eviileiice  j^iven.  Likewise  tiie  text  of  the  petition  of  the  coii)oiatioii  of  llie 
city  of  I.oiidoii  in  opposition  to  it. 

lIou^e  of  commons,  261I1  May,  1774  :  second  leadin;^  from  lords. 

Mk.  T.  ToWNSKMi  desir(.'d  a  i^ovcrnment  for  (  anada,  not  a  despolism.  Tile 
hill  was  replete  with  nii'schief;  the  j,'overiior  could  a[ipoinl,  suspend  and  turn  out 
llie  memhers  of  the  council  at  jileasure,  and  no  (piornin  was  nani'd.  Towiisend 
ohji'Cted  to  the  extension  of  C'anaila  lieyond  its  ancient  limits  to  Hudson's  I!ay,  the 
Ohio  and  Mississippi.  \o  provision  hul  heen  made  for  the  use  of  the  act  of 
llalieas  ( 'orpus. 

Loud  Xoutii  pointed  out  that  the  Ie(;i>lative  assenilily  was  not  granted, 
owin^  to  the  small  nuinlier  of  people  from  whom  it  would  lie  chosen.  The 
country,  included  in  the  operation  of  the  hill, was  simply  that  oceu[>ie<l  li_,  military 
posts. 

Mu.  I)l'NMN(;  woulil  as  soon  see  the  |irovince  restoied  to  h'rance  as  to  remain 
liritish.  In  the  last  hrench  war,  the  country  north  of  the  (Jhio  was  claimed  to  be 
jiart  of  I'ennsylvania  and  \'irL;inia.  If  Canada  should  ever  be  re-transferred  to 
h'rance,  the  cession  of  the  country  would  be  demanded  as  establishe<l  by  a  liritish 
act  of  iiarliamenl.  The  act  was  ai\  establishment  of  arbitrary  power,  to  be 
founded  at  the  back  of  the  old  colonies.  Those  settlinj;  theie  would  jiass  from 
the  free  };overnment  of  the  old  Jirovinces,  to  be  de]irived  of  the  rij^hts  of  ISritisli 
subjects. 

Till',  Al'loRM;v-(iKNKU.\I,  Tin:i<l,()\V  considered  the  last  ai|;iiment  of  no 
account.  It  would  be  a  tyranny  to  s\ibji-ct  the  French  Canaili.ins  to  the  Lnglish 
laws  of  pioperly. 

Col.oNKI.  Hakki^'..  It  was  preposterous  to  suppose  that  the  Canailians  would 
f.iil  to  reco'gni/e  the  superiority  of  good  and  just  laws.  The  act  established  the 
Roman   law,  where  it  was  previously  unknown,  on  the  Ohio  and  the  Illinois. 

SkK(;1',ANT  Gi.Y.vn  stated  that  the  coiKpiesl  had  conferred  vested  lights  over 
the  tenitoiy  obtained  in  the  name  of  king,  lords  and  commons.  L'ntil  the 
two  latter  interfered,  the  king's  proclamation  was  valid,  and  he  considered  the 
nation  bound  to  fulfil  the  (iromises  made  in  the  royal  ]>roclaniation. 

Soi.iriiDR-CJKNiCKAi.  \VKi)i)KRiit;KN  ])ointeil  out  that  the  Romans  and 
Knglish  had  alone  forced  their  laws  ujion  the  conquered.  It  was  a  barbaroirs 
policy.     To  force  Lnglish  law  upon  the  Canadians  would  ]>rove  a  curse. 

Mr.  Fox  objected  to  the  bill  as  contrary  to  the  usage  of  pailiament.  Il  secured 
tythes  to  the  RoniLsh  clergy  ;  this  was  raising  money.  That  the  bill  should  have 
originated  in  the  other  house  was  repugnant  to  the  constitutional  law  of  parlia- 
ment. 

Mr.  DkmI'STF.R  considered  that  the  bill  should  have  arisen  in  the  commons, 
and  appealed  to  the  speaker  on  the  subject. 

Mr.  .Saw  l.RIlx;!':  asked  the  .Speaker  as  a  part  of  his  duty  to  give  his  oi>inion 
on  that  point. 
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TlIK  Si'i'.AKKK  angrily  ans\veiL'(l  tlial  it  was  not  liis  luisincss  lo  inake  any  siuli 
reply.  Aflei  a  louj^  dcliate  tlic  house  divided  on  llic  second  roailinj;.  Ayes  105, 
Noes  29. 

On  the  sulijeet  again  liein^  considered 

Mk.  UakI'.U  delivered  a  petition,  fioni  the  I'eiins,  proinietors  of  Pennsylvania, 
to  the  el'fecl  that  part  of  tiiat  province  was  situated  to  the  norlii-wcst  of  Ohio. 

I.oKI)  NiiKTll  said  lie  siiould  not  oppose  tlie  ]ielition,  as  the  l)ill  was  not 
dfsij'ned  to  alTect  any  ]iast  rigius. 

Mk.  Mackwoktii  presented  a  petition  of  the  merchants  in  f-ondon  tradiiifj  to 
Queliec,  op])nsin};  tiie  legislation  as  injuring  tlieir  imsiness.  He  aske<l  that  tlie 
reports  made  by  the  law  oflieers  of  the  crown  sliould  lie  laid  iiefore  parliament. 

.Mk.  T. '["ownsknI)  complained  of  the  hill  tieing  produced  so  late  in  the 
session.  In  the  name  of  common  sense,  he  wanted  to  see  the  complaints  of  the 
Canadians  against  the  government,  and  the  opinions  of  the  law  officers  of  the 
crown  given  on  this  jioinl. 

L(jKIi  N<jR'11I  opjiosed  the  call  for  ])aiier.s.  It  would  take  some  time  to 
prepare  and  produce  them.      He  proposed  witnesses  should  be  heard. 

Coi.DNKi,  I'lAKKf..  The  pajiers  called  for  would  alone  give  the  information, 
for  after  much  attention  to  the  sulijecl  they  had  been  carefully  drawn  up.  The 
questions  to  witnesses  would  be  de.sultory  and  unconnecteil.  It  would  be  satis- 
factory, if  the  law  olVicers  of  the  crown  would  rise  in  their  places,  and  recite  their 
opinions  witliout  entering  into  the  debate  and  ende.ivouring  to  warp  the  judgment 
of  mem!)ers.  The  iion-produclion  of  such  jiapers  was  jnoceeding  in  the  dark. 
Intelligence  was  kejit  back  because  it  would  not  bear  the  light. 

TiiK  Ai'i'dKM'.V-GKNKKAi.  said  that  as  the  opinions  of  the  law  otTicers  of  the 
crown  had  been  delivered  in  writing,  they  could  not  be  e.vpressed  without  consent. 
Mk.  IlliKlCl';  complained  of  the  want  of  infornialion,  adding  that   no   mischief 
Would  result  from  ])ostponing  the  iiill  for  a  year. 

Mk.  .Mans|'"IKI,I),  counsel  for  the  merchants  of  London,  a<ldressed  the  house. 
His  speech  is  not  given  in  the  parliamentary  history.  He  called  Ktlwanl  W.itls 
and  .Sanniel  Morin  ;  the  former  had  been  nine,  the  latter  eleven  years  in  Canada  ; 
Both  advocated  the  introduction  of  I'jiglish  law  and  trial  by  jury,  as  approved  by 
1' reiich  (Janadian  and  lirilish  authorities. 

.Motions  for  the  reports  of  general  Carleton,  the  advocate,  attorney,  anil 
solicitor  general  were  met  by  the  negative.  Carleton,  .Maseres,  Chief  Justice 
I  ley,  de  l.olbiiiiere.  Dr.  MarryotI,  advocategeneial,  were  examined.  Little 
light  was  thrown  U|)on  the  debate  by  their  eviiienco. 

Caki.ICION  staled  that  I'.ngli^li  criminal  law  was  acceptable,  but  there  were 
numerous  objections  to  I'aiglisli  civil  law.  The  (,'anadians  did  not  know  what  it 
was,  and  they  expressed  dislike  to  being  governed  by  a  law  of  which  they  were 
ignorant,  written  in  a  language  they  did  not  undeisland  They  were  willing 
enough  lo  praise  the  jirovisions  of  ICngli^h  law,  when  it  favoured  their  own  cause. 
The  French  (.'ana<lians  had  no  desire  for  an  assembly.  There  were  360  protes- 
tants  in  Canada  and   about  150,000  catholics.  •     The  m.ajority  of  the  protestants 

*  Carleton's  estimate  of  the  jiopulalion  was  entirely  wrong.  The  amount  is 
generally  estimated  at  lietween  80,000  and  90,000.  No  doubt  Carleton  repeated 
the  opinion  entertained  at  that  time. 
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were  men  ofHinall  sdibKistence  l)y  im  iiicatiH  piopi-r  and  eli^il)le  fur  nil  assoiiilily  to 
lie  clui^en  frmn  tliein.  '1  lie  cultivation  of  land  and  the  ciuvelopmcnt  of  trade  hail 
incrtM'>t'd  since  the  ci)ni|iicst.  The  province  had  passed  from  the  stale  of  war  to 
that  of  peace,  popiilalion  had  lieconie  niiuh  ^jie.iler,  and  the  operations  of  .ifjricid- 
lur-  iiiiich  exiendeil. 

An  incident  occurred  in  Oarlelon's  examination.  Lord  North  asked  tlie 
<|uestioii;  "l»oes  the  (general  know  anything  of  a  Moiis.  I,e  Hrun?"  (,'arleton'» 
answer  was  characteristic:  "I  know  him  very  well,  lie  was  a  hiackjjuard  at 
I'aris  and  sent  ns  a  lawyer  to  ("anada.  There  he  i;ained  an  extreme  had  character 
in  many  respects.  Mo  was  taken  up  anil  imprisoned  for  an  assault  on  a  ycnnig 
girl  ei^ht  or  nine  years  oil  ;  for  this  he  was  lined  ..^20,  hut  heinj;  \inai)le  to  pay 
it—  " 

Mk.  TuWNsiCNl)  here  rose,  and  protested  they  were  criminating  a  man 
unheard.  C'arleton  was  requested  to  withdraw,  when  l,i)l<l)  Ni)i<  ril  explained 
that  l,e  lirun  had  come  over  to  make  repre  enialions  that  the  Canadians  ilesiretl 
an  assembly,  and  it  was  necessary  to  know  what  sort  of  a  nian  he  was, 

•MAsf'.KKs  mildly  expressed  the  opinions  which  can  he  read  in  his  works  puli- 
lishei!  ahoul  this  date.  The  Canadians  had  no  clear  notion  of  {government,  they 
indul}<ed  in  no  speculations,  and  would  be  content  with  any  form  ){iven  them,  pro* 
vided  ii  was  well  administered.  They  objected  to  jury  trials  in  civil  cases  from 
the  expense  they  entailed;  l>nt  a  sm.ill  allowance  would  satisfy  them  and  reconcile 
them  to  the  system.  An  abolition  ol  their  law  as  to  descent,  dower,  an<l  transfer 
of  land  would  be  ofl'eiisive  to  llietn.  They  could  not  object  to  the  Habeas  Corpus, 
il  was  impossible  for  any  |)eople  to  do  so.  They  had  only  a  confused  iilea  of  what 
an  assembly  was.  He  was  of  opinion  that  there  niij^ht  be  a  judicious  mixture  of 
law  as  he  had  written.  Maseres,  on  beiiii;  asked  by  Dnnninjj,  in  the  event  of 
I'  rench  law  beini.;  extended  to  Canada,  if  the  f^oveinor  could  i^sue  Ir/liis  dc  caclift 
for  the  imprisonment  of  parties,  replied  that  ilie  [governor  had  no  authority  to 
issue  such  letters  ;  but  if  blaid<  forjns,  sitjned  by  the  kinj:;,  were  sent  out,  he  could 
act  upon  them.  .\  leijal  petit  fombat  on  this  point  followed  between  .Ma^t'res  and 
the  solicitor-^jeneral  (Wedderlnirn).  Maseres  recomnuiided  a  clause  ininuhieing 
the  habeas  corpus.  The  examination  was  brouj;ht  to  a  close  by  Loid  NUrih 
asking  if  it  was  probable  that  leltret  dc  aicliet  would  be  used,  and  .Maseres  replied 
he  thought  not. 

Ciiii' !■•  JusricK  IIky,  of  Canada,  in  his  examination  said,  that  he  differed 
with  Carleton  on  the  suliject  of  the  lode.  He  had  thoui;lit  that  the  laws  of 
Canada  might  be  blended  with  those  of  ICnijland,  to  form  a  system  adapted  to 
the  wants  of  the  Canadians,  and  at  the  same  time  accord  with  the  policy  of  Great 
r.rilain.  When  the  iiuestion  was  askeil  whether  arbitrary  Ljovfnnnenf  »\ns  po,- 
sible  under  French  law.  Hey  replied,  that  as  chief  justic' 
impri^omnent  without  cause,  and  he  found  no  Ia.\  fiU' 
p.isoner  brought  before  him,  he  would  l)e  ind  ' 

Dk   LuTIllNlfelili's  evidence  was  to  the  e.  .,u  i 

kei.t  to  Canadian  law,  the  Canadians  liked  the        ^',lish  jui 
had    never    heard    the  i|ueslion  of  the    legislative  count 
Cana  bans  might  be  satisfied  if  the  Canadian  noblesse  wa-     Imilled. 

Dn.  Marryott,  the  advocate  general,  answered  the  questions  put  to  him  by 


.1  man  s 
ing  the 
.1  ii  tsion. 

lestiv         land  was 

are  veiy  well.     He 
iiuch   discussed  ;  the 


»7/4l 


DKIIATK   ON    Tin;   (lUKIlKC   .\(   T. 


22(J 


ail  einlioratf  nvoiduiicc  of  sayiny;  anyiliini;.  Wis  replies  icail  sliaiij^fly  to-ilay,  ninl 
they  led  to  imich  iiltcrcntii)n,  owiii);  to  ilio  uiiwilliiiKne.s>(  to  piixlucc  the  loporis 
of  tlic  law  ufrufis.  lie  was  askoil  Id  >iatc  llR-'siil)>.(aiice  of  iiis  own  report. 
The  annals  of  the  liouie  piescnt  no  ^jreaii-r  fcieiiiiicilics  llian  his  remarks,  many 
of  which  were  peisunal  to  the  nieniliers  who  look  put  in  the  ilehale  ;  they  are 
without  any  Ijeirin,;  upon  lii-.tory.  (.'oionel  Itarre  may  l>e  ipioleil  as  sayinj;, 
"  There  is  no  liittiiij;  ilie  gentleman  !  " 

The  (lei)ate  was  contimied  (m  llie  6lh,  7th,  Sth  and  lotli  of  Jww,  nothin^j  was 
further  a<lvanced  in  favour  or  aj^ainsi  tiie  hill,  and  it  was  carried  in  coniinittee  l)y 
8j  to  40.  On  the  third  readiiij;,  I''ox  olijecteil  to  its  heiiit;  a  iiioikv  liill  which 
had  originated  in  the  house  of  lords,  ndducinf;  n  precedent  of  i'>77,  when  a  i)iil 
from  tile  house  of  lonis  had  been  rejected.  It  was  answered  that  it  was  no  pie- 
cedent.     The  hill  was  carried  in  a  thin  house,  50  to  20. 

Wlieii  the  hill  c.iiiie  up  in  the  lords  on  the  I7tli,  for  the  consideration  of  the 
aniendnients  made  in  the  coinmons,  it  wa^  opposed  by  lord  Chatham. 

l.iiKt)  Lvi'i'l.i''.  I  UN  replied,  his  ciosiiif;  words  may  be  ipioted  as  typical  of 
the  feelintj  entertained  by  a  large  majority  in  I'.nglaiid  at  that  dale.  "  If  IJrilish 
America  was  determineil  to  resist  the  lawful  power  and  pre-eminence  of  (Ireal 
Hiitain,  he  saw  no  reason  why  the  loyal  inh,d)itaiits  of  (!anada  should  not  co- 
operate with  the  rest  of  the  empire  in  subdiiiiij;  them  and  brint;injj  them  to  a  ri(jht 
sense  of  their  duly,  and  he  thought  it  happy  that  from  their  local  situation  there 
might  be  .some  check  to  those  tierce  fanatic  spirits,  that  were  inflamed  with  the 
same  zeal,  which  animate.!  the  Roundheads  in  Knghmd,  who  direcled  that  zeal  to 
the  same  pur|)oses,  to  the  demolition  of  royal  authority,  and  to  the  subversion  of 
all  power  which  they  did  not  themselves  possess,  that  they  were  composed  of  the 
same  leaven,  and  whilst  liiey  pretended  to  be  conteiuling  for  libertVi  they  were 
setting  up  an  absolute  independent  republic,  and  ihai  the  struggle  was  not  for 
freedom,  l)Ul  power,  which  was  proved  from  the  whole  tenor  ol  their  conduct." 
The  division  was  20  for  the  bill  and  7  against. 

Parliamentary  llistcjry,  W'll.,  1357-1406. 
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ADDRESS  AND  PETITION  rRESKXTED  TO  THE  KIN(;  15V  THE 
CORPORATION  OF.  LONDON.  PREVIOIJS  TO  HIS  MAJESTY 
SIGNING  THE  1511,1,  FOR  THE  BETTER  GOVERN.MENT  OF 
QUEBi;C  :— 

T(i   iiiK  KiNc's  Most  Excki.i.km'  Majksty. 

"Most  GuAcinis  Sovkukicn. 

"Wo  ymtr  Majesly's  most  ilulifiil  ami  loy.il  subjects,  the  Lord  Mayor, 
AMlmiulmi  and  Coiiunoii  Council  of  the  city  of  Eonilon,  in  common  council 
assenil)lc(i,  arc  exccedinj;ly  .ilanncd  that  a  hill  has  passed  your  two  houses  of 
Parliament,  enlilicd  '  \n  Act  for  mahiiii;  more  effectual  jirovision  for  the  govern- 
ment '  r  the  province  ol  (Jueliec,  in  North  .Vmerica,'  which  we  apprehend  to  he 
entirely  subversive  of  the  great  fundamental  principles  of  the  constitution  of  the 
I'ritish  monarchy,  as  well  as  of  the  authority  of  various  solemn  acts  of  the  legis- 
lature. 

"  We  beg  leave  to  observe,  that  the  English  law,  and  that  woiiderfid  effort  of 
human  wisdom,  the  trial  by  jury,  are  not  ailmitted  by  this  hill  in  any  civil  cases, 
and  the  French  law  of  Canada  is  imjiosed  on  all  the  inhabitants  of  that  extensive 
province,  by  which  both  the  persons  and  iiroperliesof  very  many  of  your  M.ajesty's 
subjects  arc  rendered  insecure  and  precarious. 

"  We  humbly  conceive,  that  this  bill,  if  passed  into  a  law,  will  be  contrary 
not  only  with  the  compact  entere<l  into  with  the  various  settlers,  of  the  reformed 
religion,  who  were  invited  into  the  .said  province  under  the  sacred  promise  of 
enjoying  the  benefit  of  the  laws  of  your  realm  of  I'higland,  but  likewise  repugnant 
to  your  royal  proclamation  of  the  7th  of  October,  1 763,  for  the  speedy  settlement 
of  the  said  new  government. 

"  That,  consistent  with  the  public  faith  pledged  by  tile  said  i)roc;amation,  your 
Majesty  cannot  erect  and  constitute  courts  of  judicature  and  public  justice  for  the 
liearing  and  determining  all  cases,  as  well  civil  as  criminal,  within  the  said 
province,  but  as  near  as  may  be  agreeable  to  the  laws  of  I'^ngland  ;  nor  can  any 
laws,  statutes,  or  ordinances,  for  the  pid)lic  peace,  welfare,  and  good  government, 
of  the  saiil  province,  be  made,  constituted  or  onlainetl,  but  according  to  the  laws 
of  this  realm. 

"That  the  Roman  Catholic  religion,  which  is  known  to  be  idolatrous  and 
bloody,  is  established  by  this  bill,  and  no  legal  provision  is  made  for  the  free 
exercise  of  our  reformed  faith,  nor  the  security  of  our  protestant  fellow-subjects  of 
the  church  of  England,  in  the  true  worshi])  of  Almighty  Goil,  according  to  their 
consciences. 

•'  That  your  Majesty's  illu^trious  family  was  called  to  the  throne  of  these 
kingtloms  in  consei|uence  of  the  exclusion  of  the  Koniaii-c.  tlmlic  ancient  bvanch 
of  the  .Sluart  line,  under  the  express  stipulation  that  they  should  profess  the 
protestant  religion,  and  according  to  the  oath  established  by  the  sanction  of 
parliament  in  the  lirst  year  of  the  reign  of  our  great  deliverer  King  William  the 
'I'hird,  your  .Majesty  at  your  coionalion  has  solemnly  sworn  that  you  would,  to 
the  utmost  of  your  power,  maintain  the  laws  of  (iod,  the  true  profession  of  the 
(jospel,  and  the  protestant  reformeil  religion  established  by  law. 
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llm  althou.luhe  term  of  impHs,,,,,.,,,,.  of  the  subject  is  limited  to  tlnee 
nio.uhs  the  power  of  (Ini,,,  is  left  indeCttite  and  un,estrai„ed,  l,y  wl.icl,  the  total 
rutn  of  the  pntty  ,„ay  i.e  effected  by  an  enor.nous  and  excessive  f-no 

"  Ihat  the  wh,,le  ie^islntive   p„wer  of  the  pn,vi„ce  is  vested  in   persons  to  he 

wholly  appo,„te.l   l,y  y„„.-   M.j.s.y,   and  ,e,n„val.le  at  your  plea.ule,  which    we 

apprehend  to  he  re,nu:nant   to  the  leading  principles  of  this  fL  con.mntion,  by 

vh.ch  alone  your  Majesty  now  holds,  or  legally  can  hold,  the  i.nperial  crown  of 

tliese  realms. 

'"'•hat  the  said  bill  was  bnutght  into  parliament,  very  late  in  the  preset 
sesston,  and  after  .he  greater  nu.nber  of  the  „H.,nbers  of  the  two  houses  were 
retired  .no  the  country,  so  that  it  cannot  fairly  be  prcsun.ed  to  be  the  sense  of 
those  parts  of  the  legislature. 

"Your    petitioners,   theref.,re,  most   humbly  supplicate    your  Majestv.  as  the 
guanhan  of  the  law.    liberty,  and  religion  of  your  people,  and  of  the  great' bulwark 
of  the  Protestant  fa.th,  that  you  will  not  give  your  royal  assent  to  the  said  bill 
And  your  petitioners,  as  in  duty  Ixnuid,  will  ever  pray." 
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CHAPTER  VII. 

The  reports  of  Thurlow  and  W'ccklcrburn,  the  attorney  and 
soh'citor-t^cncra].  had  <;rcat  innuencc  in  dctcrniiin'ns;  the  ]X)hcy 
followed  in  the  Quebec  act.  That  of  Wedderburn  is  dated 
the  6th  of  December,  1772  ;  that  of  Thurlow,  the  12th  of 
January,  1773.  The  former  is  much  the  abler  ;  while  enter- 
ing into  the  causes  which  made  some  form  of  established 
government  in  Canada  absolutely  necessary,  Wedderburn 
advocated,  with  some  directness,  the  remedy  which  appeared 
to  him  feasible.  Thurlow's  report  was  more  indefinite,  and 
did  not  reach  the  lengtii  ot  considering  the  future,  beyond 
pointing  out  the  embarrassment  which  he  foresaw.  Wedder- 
burn dwelt  upon  the  fact  that  the  capitulation  only  secured 
the  temporary  enjo\'ment  of  certain  rights,  and  that  the  treaty 
of  peace  contained  no  reservation  in  favour  of  the  inhabitants 
e.xcept  "a  very  vague  one  as  to  the  exercise  of  religion  ;"  but 
he  contended  that  no  right  can  be  founded  upon  coiujuest, 
"  but  that  of  regulating  the  political  and  ci\il  government  of 
the  countr}-,  leaving  to  individuals  the  enjoyment  of  their 
property,  and  of  all  privileges  not  inconsistent  with  the  securit}' 
of  the  accpiired  territor\-."  It  was  the  key-note  of  his  report. 
He  dwelt  u[)on  the  difficulties  of  the  establishment  of  a  house 
of  assembly  at  this  date  ;  it  was  difficult  e\en  to  define  how 
it  should  be  composed,  for  to  exclude  tlie  Canadian  subjects 
would  be  im[)ossible  ;  he  therefore  advised  the  establishment 
of  a  council,  having  with  limitat'ciis  the  power  of  making 
laws.  He  entered  fully  into  the  consideration  (jf  religion, 
pointing  out  that  the  articles  both  in  the  capitulation  and 
treaty  were  reall}'  of  little  effect,  but  that  true  policy  dictated 
that  the  Canadians  should  be  permitted  to  profess  their  reli- 
gion ;  consetiuently,  that  the  ministers  should  be  [)rotected 
a!id  maintenance  assured  to  them.     It  must  be  remembered 
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that  these  were  not  the  da\'s  of  voluntarism.  Referrin*:;  to 
the  reh'gious  houses  he  considered  that  tlie  monastic  orders 
mi^tjht,  under  certain  concHtions,  be  tolerateii  ;  but  the  Jesuits 
were  ah'ens  to  every  c^overmncnt  ;  they  owed  aliet^iance  to 
none,  and  liad  latch-  been  expelled  from  three  i^reat  catholic 
states,  France,  Spain  and  i'ortuj^al,  it  woukl  therefore  be  just 
to  declare  their  lands  vested  in  his  majest)-,  and  j^raduall}-  to 
be  applied  to  the  education  of  youth.  The  convents  he 
excepted  from  adverse  consideration,  for  the\-  were  the 
honourable  retreat  of  unmarried  women,  and  were  not  con- 
nected with  the  ]")oIitical  constitution.  The  report  entered 
into  the  consideration  of  the  code  of  law  ;  it  referred  to  the 
opinions  <4ivcn  by  the  L,'^()\eriior,  the  chief-justice,  the  attorney- 
general,  but  ])rcsentcd  no  defiiu'tc  recommendation.  It  is 
evident  that  Weddcrburn's  leaning' was  to  the  creation  of  a 
new  c(xle.  On  the  subject  of  the  //iibdis  cor/^iis,  the  report 
considered,  that  the  inhabitants  wnuUl  be  entitled  to  it  b)' 
commcjn  law  ;  but  it  mi^ht  be  projxr  to  be  better  assured  of 
the  fidelit)'  and  attachment  of  the  people,  befcjre  the  provi- 
sions were  extended  b\'  statute. 
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nu'low   pave    a    narrative    of   the    condition    of    Canada 


previous   to   the   coiuiuest,  ami    it   cannot   be 
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1760.  He  referred  at  leiv^th  to  the  report  of  \'orke  and  de 
(jrey.  lie  acceptetl  much  that  was  there  recommentled,  that 
the  Canadians  were  entitletl  to  their  propcrtx'  and  their  per- 
sonal libertx'  :  he  sustained  the  \  iew  that  the  laws  which 
created,  defineil  and  seemed  propert\-  should  be  maintained, 
on  the  "round   that  confusion  would  result  from  aiu'  change 


in  the  old  code.     On  the  other  hand,  h 
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nsidereil  that  the 


conqueror  succeeded  to  the  s()verei;.4iit\-  1)\'  a  title  as  stroiiL;', 
as  an\'  that  the  concjuered  can  set  up  to  their  i)rivate  rit;hts 
and  ancient  usat^es.  Accordini^ly,  he  would  be  justified  in 
introduciuLif  an\'  modifications  essentiall\-  necessarv  to  estab- 
lish his  sovereign  authoritx',  and  assure  th^  obedici^cc  of 
liis  subjects.  He  therefore  possessed  the  power,  if  ilccmed 
expedient,   to  effect   changes    in    the    law,  but    such   changes 
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should  not  be  made  witliout  the  co;4cnt  necessity  which  real 
wisdom  could  not  overlook.* 

So  far  as  Thurlow's  opiiu'ons  can  be  sumniari/.ed.  it  nia\- 
be  assumed  that  he  advocated  a  non-interference  with  the 
existiiiL,'^  civil  laws  as  far  as  possible,  allowin;.^  every  possible 
indul_L,rence  in  respect  to  the  laws  bearinj^'  upon  private  rii;hts, 
minor  public  affairs,  and  the  prevalent  customs  and  manners, 
as  well  as  the  ol)servance  of  their  inherited  religion,  "f* 

In  his  own  iaiii^uai^c  he  submitted  these  views  as  t;eneral 
and  abstract  ])ronositions,  liable  to  be  much  altered  in  the 
application. 

The  report  of  Marryott,  the  advocate-general,  was  published 
in  London  in  1774,  after  the  passatjje  of  the  Quebec  act.  The 
proposition  was  laid  down,  that  it  must  be  taken  for  granted, 
that  the  general  and  sudden  change  of  the  political,  and  rela- 
tive circumstances  of  Canada,  made  a  further  change  in  its 
laws  an  absolute  necessity;  not  an  ideal  necessity  in  the  hope 
of  attaining  perfection,  nor  could  it  be  supposed  to  arise  from 
political  e.\[)ediency.  The  report  enters  elaborately  into  the 
preceding  histor\- of  the  colony.     He  contended  that  criminal 

*  Thurlow's  leinaiks  on  this  point  are  worthy  of  reproduction.  His  view 
would  iiave  had  ijre.iler  weis^ht,  liad  it  been  stated  in  simpler  lant;uage  and  with 
more  jiosiliveness.  It  is  evident  that  he  considered  that  the  safer  policy  was  to 
retain  the  old  law  with  .^onie  modifications.  "Not  that  iileal  nects-'ity  which 
ingenious  speculation  may  always  create  by  possible  supposition,  remote  intluence 
and  forced  arginnent— not  the  necessity  of  assimilating  a  conquered  country  in  the 
articles  of  laws  and  government  to  liie  jnelropolitan  state,  or  to  the  <jlder  provinces 
whicii  other  accidents  attached  to  the  emi)ire,  for  the  sake  of  creating  a  harmony 
and  uniformity  in  the  several  \  irts  of  the  empire  ;  unattainable,  and,  as  I  think, 
useless  if  it  could  be  attained  : — not  the  necessity  of  stripping  from  a  lawyer's 
argument  all  resort  to  the  learned  decisions  of  the  I'arlianient  of  I'aris,  for  fear  of 
keeping  up  the  histoiical  idea  of  the  origin  of  their  laws  :^not  the  necessity  of 
gratifying  the  unprincipled  and  impracticable  expectations  of  those  few  among 
your  Majesty's  subjects  who  may  accidently  resort  thither,  and  expect  to  find  all 
the  dilTerent  laws  of  all  the  different  places  from  which  they  come,  not  .according 
to  my  simple  judgment,  any  species  of  necessity,  which  1  have  heard  urged  for 
abolisl-  g  iht      vvs  and  government  of  Canada." 

T  lie  appri,'  ingly  quotes  (jrotius  :  "  Cum  enim  onine  imperium  victis  eripitur 
relinijui  illis  possunt,  circa  res  ))rivatas,  et  publicas  minores  suiv  leges,  suiijue 
mores,  et  magistratns  liujiis  indulgentix  pais  est,  avitiv  religionis  usum  victis,  nisi 
persuasis  noil  eripere.'' — (Irot.,  3,  15,  10. 
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law  became  the  law  of  Canada  at  the  instant  of  time  after  the 
conquest.  * 

lie  drew  the  distinction  l)etwccn  civil  ami  criminal  law; 
for  a  conquered  [)eoplc  nn'^lu  be  understood  to  be  governed 
by  their  ancient  laws  as  Ioiil;'  as  thc\-  remained  unchanLjeil. 
He  considered  that  to  call  an  assembly  was  inexpedient,  and 
he  c[uoted  M.  de  Lotbiniere.  who  doubted  whether  four  or  five 
persons  in  any  parish  couUl  read  ;  conse(|ucntl}-,  he  faxoured 
the  establishment  of  a  council.  Marryott  ari,nied  that  the  last 
thirteen  years  had  in  many  respects  effected  a  chanL;e  of 
manners  ;  that  either  the  ])olicy  must  be  persevereil  in  or 
abandoned.  As  men  move  forward,  laws  move  with  them  ; 
if  everything  were  to  be  undone,  it  would  restore  the  colony 
to  its  militarj'  condition,  which  in  effect  was  restorin;^  it  to 
France.  Marryott  thoui,dU  four  bills  should  be  passed  :  i,  to 
ret^ulate  the  courts  of  juilicature  ;  2,  to  tleclare  the  common 
law  ;  3,  to  re_<;ulate  the  revenue  ;  4,  to  admit  the  profession  of 
the  Roman  catholic  relis^ion.  The  pleadinjj^s  in  the  court  to 
be  in  h'rench  and  l^nL;lish.  It  was  a  (}uestion  how  far  the 
h'rench  process  should  be  followed  ;  if  civil  law  relatint^'  to 
property  should  be  maintained,  the  extent  of  its  adoption 
should  be  left  to  the  knowledtjc,  discretion  and  experience 
of  the  judges.  Criminal  law,  however,  should  be  followed 
accordini;"  to  luiglish  practice.  In  the  matter  of  relii^ion  he 
considered  it  would  be  unjust  to  deprive  the  Canadians  of 
their  relii;ious  faith.  While  recoL;nizin|4  the  expediency  of 
permitting  its  ceremonies,  he  doubted  the  wisdom  of  recog- 

*  Man yott's  reasoning  011  this  pciiiil  is  ns  follow.s  :  "  because  this  part  of  clisliilni- 
tivc  and  executive  justice  is  .so  iiiheieiit  in  doniinidn,  or,  in  other  words,  so  attached 
to  every  crown,  and  is  so  much  an  inuuediate  emanation  of  every  government,  that 
the  very  instant  a  ])eople  fall  under  the  protection  and  dominion  of  any  other 
state,  the  criminal,  or  what  is  calle<l  the  crown  law  of  that  state,  must  ipso  facta 
and  immediately  operate  :  it  canno!  he  otherwise  ;  for  wcie  it  otherwise  there 
would  be  no  effective  soveiei^nly  <ni  one  side,  and  no  deiiendence  on  the  other. 
The  dominant  power  can  exercise  and  execute  no  laws  but  those  which  it  knows, 
and  ill  its  own  name,  and  with  wliich  its  servants  are  conversant:  and  the  subjecLs 
can  obey  none  but  such  as  arise  out  of  the  new  relation  in  which  they  stand.  The 
I'lench  C'anadian  lawyers  have  in  };eneral,  as  I  have  heard  from  good  authority, 
the  same  ideas  on  the  subject  of  ciiminal  law."  pp.  28,  29. 
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niziiig  Its  existence  as  an  established  religion,  for  the  Romish 
rclijj^ion  will  neitiicr  tolerate,  nor  be  tolerated.  Its  priests  and 
legislators  have  established  what  Archimedes  soiij^ht  for,  that 
footing  upon  something  out  f)f  this  globe,  on  which  to  raise  a 
machiner)',  which  might  control  its  movements  and  shake  it 
to  the  centre,  lie  cpioted  appro\ingly  the  worils  that  "the 
religion  should  be  tolerated  in  a  way  not  to  \iolate  the 
royal  supremacy."  A  great  jjortion  of  the  report  is  devoted 
to  the  consideration  of  the  relations  of  Rom;ui  catholics  to 
the  state.  * 

]Marr\-ott's  Icarnctl  disfpiisilion  was  written  n  ^rc  with  the 
view  of  guiding  those  responsible  for  forming  the  te.\'t  of  the 
act,  than  of  presenting  a  complete  s\-stem  which  he  advocated 
as  a  whole,  f 

I'^rom  the  inllucncc  that  these  reports  exercised  over  the 
legislation,  which  ended  with  the  Quebec  act,  I  have  felt  it 
ni}-  duty  to  place  on  record  their  context  in  as  condensed  a 
form  as  possible.  While  exacting  the  attention  of  every 
student  of  constitutional  history,  they  are  not  generally 
accessible.  The  brief  notice  I  am  compelled  to  take  of  them 
is  necessarilj'  imperfect.     I   trust  that  I  have  preserved  their 

*  "I  fear,  that  it  i.s  a  mistake"  remarks  Marryott,  p.  232,  "to  say  that  the 
Jesuits  liave  remaineil  quiet  in  the  province.  The  fact  charj^ed  upon  a  Jesuit, 
Falhcr  Je  Franc,  hy  Louis  Lothinicre  a  jiriest,  of  lately  ]ireachin<j  puhlitly,  and 
on  the  ninth  of  March  last,  (1775)  in  the  church  of  the  Jesuits,  in  Lent,  that 
whoioever  among  the  Roman  catholics,  have  iiny  eoninvtion  with  the  British 
subjects,  are  liogs  cxcontmiinicated  by  the  church  a)id  danuied  /or  e-wr,  deserves  to 
be  particularly  enquired  into  by  tl  :  Kintj's  law  officers  of  the  province,  because  it 
is  contrary  lo  the  peace  of  the  colony  and  the  realm.  A  like  fact  and  doctrine  is 
reported  of  Father  l'"lo<]uet,  a  veiy  zealous  Jesuit  and  famous  preacher  at 
Montreal.  The  truth  of  these  facts  is  made  too  probable  by  the  refusal  of  the 
burial  of  I'rotestants,  which  is  not  to  be  doubted."  'l"he  j;(i  ernment  had  the 
good  sense  not  to  make  martyrs  of  these  conteni])til)le  lirebrands.  Left  to 
themselves,  they  evaporated  out  of  notice,  only  to  be  incidentally  mentioned  for 
their  exlravat;ance. 

t  The  ajipendix  is  devoted  to  the  consideration  of  the  status  of  the  Jesuit, 
the  estates  possessed  by  the  order,  and  its  legal  title  to  them.  The  concluding 
sentence  of  one  of  the  sections  may  be  adduced  to  shew  the  spirit  of  these  remarks  : 
"  it  is  no  wonder,  that  an  institution,  which  seems  contrived,  with  a  sulitilty  more 
than  human,  to  subvert  the  laws  of  every  country  ecclesiastical  an<l  civil,  should 
lind  ill  the  laws  of  every  country  an  obstacle  to  its  establishment."   [p.  2S6]. 
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spirit.  'Ihcy  clearly  prove  the  desire  of  the  home  iniiiistrx'  to 
lay  the  foundations  of  scttletl  L;(j\eniinent  in  the  province  of 
Quebec,  ami  extend  to  it  fair  and  eciuitabh.'  liberty.  'Ihcy 
thus  furnish  a  passage  of  history,  to  which  we  nia\'  turn  with 
profit  and  satisfaction.  'J'he  reply  to  any  criticism,  directed 
a<;ainst  the  (Juebec  act,  lies  in  the  ciuer)-,\\'hat  else  could  have 
been  done  ?  I'rom  tlie  date  when  it  w  as  jjassed,  bein<4"  the 
period  when  the  unfortunate  Boston  port  act  was  carried 
throuffh  parliament,  it  has  been  to  some  extent  the  custom 
to  adduce  the  influence  of  the  disturbances,  which  at  that 
date  had  reached  their  climax  in  the  old  i)rovinces,  as  the 
main  cause  of  the  recoj^nition  of  the  ancient  civil  law  of 
Canada,  and  the  tolerance  t^ranted  to  the  relis^ion  inherited 
b}' the  people:  as  if  the  emerL;enc\'  had  been  \  iewed  from  the 
imperial  standini^  point  onU-.  lUit  I  can  discover  no  admis- 
sible ground  for  the  acceptance  of  this  belief  The  act  itself 
was  the  product  of  many  \'ears  of  eiupiiry  and  investigation  : 
it  is  manifest  throughout,  that  the  lust  intellect  available  was 
directed  to  the  consideration  of  the  problem ;  and  the  result 
attained  was  based  upon  the  desire  only,  of  making  gocjd 
government  in  Canada  possible,  and  of  creating  a  lox'al  and 
satisfied  population,  with  due  respect  to  those  imperial 
considerations,  which  it  was  not  possible  to  disregard. 

The  act,  b\'  its  provisions,  extended  tlie  province  of  tjuebec 
to  embrace  the  whole  countr\'  west  of  the  boundaries  of  the 
[)rovinces  of  Penns\-lvania  and  X'irginia,  south  from  lake  h.rie 
to  the  baid-;s  of  the  Ohio,  which  river  was  established  as  the 
southern  boundary  to  the  Mississip[)i.  Northward,  the  pro- 
vince extended  to  the  boundary  of  the  lands  held  under  the 
charter  (jf  the  Hudson's  bay  company.  Thus  Canada  was 
enlargetl  to  include  the  northern  part  of  the  American 
continent  ;  being  bounded  on  the  west  l)\'  the  Ohio  and  the 
Mississippi  ;  on  the  east  b\'  the  territories  and  islands,  which 
since  1763  had  been  attached  to  Newfoundland,  but  were 
now  included  in  the  goverimient  of  Quebec.  A  legislative 
council  of  not  more  than  twenty-three,  or  less  than  seventeen, 
was  established   to  enact  ordinances   for  good  government, 
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but  without  the  ])(>\\cr  to  niiikc  .'isscssmcMits  for  taxes,  other 
lliaii  the  iuliabitants  woiikl  theuiselves  impose  for  municipal 
purposes.  The  onUuanccs  were  to  be  passed  l)et\veeu  the 
1st  of  Ianuar\-  and  the  1st  of  Mav.  Tlie  ci\il  law  rehitiuLj 
to  pro|)erty  was  to  be  enforced  in  accordance  witli  I'rench 
civil  law  anil  custom.  ICnLjlish  criminal  law  with  trial  b)'jur\' 
was  established.  Tlie  inhabitants  were  authorized  to  profess 
the  Roman  catholic  form  of  worship,  subject  to  the  kintj's 
supremacy  as  laid  ilown  1)\-  the  act  i  l^lizaljeth.  The  words 
are  "  may  have,  iiold  and  enjoy  the  free  exercise  of  their 
religion,  the  clert^fy  to  hold,  receive  and  enjoy  the  accustomed 
dues  and  ri;j[hts  with  respect  to  such  persons  as  shall  profess 
the  said  reli.!_;ion."  The  clause  was  added,  that  it  would  be 
lawful  to  mak(,'  ])i-o\isions  out  of  the  rest  of  the  dues,  for  the 
encoura;4"ement  o(  the  protestant  religion,  and  su[>port  of  the 
protestant  clerpjy.  A  special  form  of  oatii  was  laid  flown  to 
be  taken  when  tendered,  and  it  could  only  be  refused  under 
penalties.  .All  ('anadian  subjects  were  allowed  to  hold  their 
propertx'  in  accordance  with  established  usas^e,  with  full  enjoy- 
ment of  their  civil  ris^hts.  The  reli^^ious  orders  and  commu- 
nities were,  however,  specially  excepted.  The  act  was  to  come 
into  operation  on  the  1st  of  AIa\',  1775.* 

I  have  dwelt  at  some  leni^th  on  the  nine  }-ears  of  doubt 
and  hesitation  which  intervened  from  the  hrst  consideration 
of  a  code  of  laws  for  the  jjrox  iiice,  until  the  passai^e  of  the 
ac:t,  that,  with  the  adilition  of  iMiglish  criminal  law,  accepted 
ancient  civil  law  and  custom  in  its  cntirct)\  1  have  been 
imi)elled  to  this  course  owint^  to  what  appears  to  me  the 
incorrect  assum])tion,  or  the  misconception  entertained  rcgard- 
insj  the  act.  It  is  still  described  b\-  I  'nitcd  States  writers  as 
designetl  to  prevent  the  newl\-  acquiretl  |)ro\ince  from  joining 
with  the  other  colonies. -|-  The  facts  1  ha\e  stated  prove  the 
groundlessness  of  this  pretension.  No  principle  of  law  or 
justice  suggested  any  other  .settlement  of  this  difficult  ques- 

*  Owiiifj  to  tliis  act  not   l)cii)t,'  fouii<l  in  ordin.-iiy  law  liooks,  it  is  |nil)iishe(l   in 
full  at  the  end  of  tliis  clia|itcr. 
t  Ilildreth  III.,  ]).  33. 
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tinii.  Xo  ultLTiKiUvc  'uuscd  on  llic  iion-acceptaiicc  of  siicli 
considerations  woukl  liaxu  been  acceptable.  Tossibl)'  it  is  to 
i)e  rejj^rettcd  that  I'.n^lish  pioceduie  was  not  en_tjraftetl  on  that 
jiiiition  of  ci\il  law,  uliitii.  in  the  view  of  most  parlies  it  was 
held  wise  to  have  reiained.  Die  aulhorit}'  i4i\  en  to  the  Roman 
church  was  simpU'  the  enforcement  of  tx'thes  in  the  a,L;riciil- 
tnral  districts,  one  twenty-sixth  of  the  produce  obtained  from 
the  land  from  Roman  catholics  alone  ;  protestants  beiiiij 
specially  exempted  fiom  sut  h  [)a_\inent.  No  assessments 
could  be  enforced  from  those  lxlonL;inL;  to  tiiat  church,  cither 
on  income,  or,  to  use  a  modern  term,  real  estate,  in  the  cities 
or  villai^es.  All  parties  so  situated,  entered  into  a  voluntary 
airreement  to  pa\'  a  \earl\-  conliibution  io  their  cluuch  ;  a 
ret^ulation  wliich  ))revails  to  this  da\-.  No  doubt,  the  lc\^al 
riL;ht  to  the  t\tlu;  to  some  extent  intlircclly  established  a 
similar  title  in  other  directions.  Nevertheless,  the  obliy;ation 
was  purely  conventional,  .\nypolic\-  refusin<j  recognition  of 
the  clerg)'  would  have  been  rei,fartled  b\'  the  new  subjects  as 
a  grievous  wrong.  The  act  was  generally  framcil  to  meet 
what  was  looked  upon  as  their  natural  aiul  legitimate  desire, 
and  was  so  representetl  1)\'  all  deputed  to  examine  into  tlie 
matter. 

Nevertheless  the  provisions  of  the  act,  to  some  extent,  were 
dictated  b)'  expediency.  The  design  first  entertained  had 
been  to  accept  tlie  leading  principles  of  I'rench  civil  law. 
J'he  jiroposal  of  Maseres,  in  which  he  was  sustained  b)-  chief 
justice  lley,  to  select  the  best  enactments  >)f  I'jiglish  and 
l'"rench  law,  and  to  codify  them  into  a  system,  was  indisput- 
ably the  wisest.  Although  in  its  consummation,  it  was  not 
])crfectl}'  free  from  difiiculties,  it  presented  nc)ne  that  were 
insurmountable,  tlie  duty  being  entrusted  to  able  l'2nglish  and 
I-'rencli  jurists.  It  was  conceded  that  the  enactments  affecting 
property  and  inheritance  should  b(>  retained,  while  the  main 
lines  of  procedure  should  follow  I'^nglish  form  in  accord, nice 
with  the  policy  of  the  British  empire.  The  s}-stem  of  French 
practice,  in  civil  cases,  is  not  to  submit  the  ilecision  to  a  jury. 
The  evidence  is  taken  down  at  ciiqiu'tr.mA  unfre(iuentl>-  badl}' 
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written  ;  the  cahicr  of  papers,  iiichulintf  the  evidence  ami 
the  exhibits,  is  suhniitted  to  the  jiulije,  and  the  advocates  on 
each  side  adth'ess  liiin,  in  support  of  the;  interests,  each  repre- 
sents. 'I  he  tlieory  is  jjcrfcct.  The  eviilence  is  presenteil  to 
the  judijcj  in  a  condensed  form  ;  tlie  facts  are  submitted  with 
the  law  .-ustainin;^  the  case  of  botli  parties  ;  the  written 
testimony  with  tlic  do.cunu'iils  in  proof,  is  j)laced  in  tlie 
juiij^e's  hands.  The  jndj^e  gives  a  written  judgment  ;  and 
when  an  able  man,  with  a  judicial  mind,  has  to  pronounce  on 
tlie  merits  of  the  case,  as  .1  rule  the  judgment  is  sound  and 
ccpu'table.  If  it  be  asked  wliether  the  ss-stem  effects  satisfac- 
factory  results,  we  ma\'  adduce  the  nundx-r  of  a[)peals  in  the 
])rovince  of  (Juebec,  which,  from  the  earliest  date  of  executive 
justice,  has  been,  and  continues  to  l)e,  \er)'  great  ;  shewing, 
that  in  the  opinion  of  many  suitors,  the  provincial  judges 
freciuently  fail  to  appreciate  fact,  that  thc\'  are  not  free  from 
the  misinterpretation  of  law,  and  that  sufferers  from  their 
decisions  occasional!)-  regard  them  as  whimsical  and  unjust. 
It  is  the  fashion  among  a  class  of  piofessioiial  lawyers  to 
decry  jury  trials,  and  from  no  few  the  declaration  is  heard, 
that  they  woukl  infinitely  prefer  to  leave  a  case  with  a  highly 
trained  conscientious  judge.  ]iut  in  these  da\-s  of  political 
legal  api)ointmcnts,  it  is  to  be  feared  that  all  judges  arc  not 
iiigldy  trained,  aiul  that  man)-,  after  reaching  the  bench, 
do  not,  perhaps  without  knowing  it,  entirel)-  tree  themselves 
from  the  habits  ww^X  prejudices  contractetl  in  tiie  political 
arena.  It  mav  also  be  arui'.cd  bv  those  who,  in  civil  ca.scs, 
advocate  trial  by  jury,  that  when  the  case  is  fully  and  ably 
submitted  to  an  intelligent  .set  of  men,  the\'  rarely  fail  to  give 
a  fair  and  sound  verdict.  It  must  be  remembered  that  in  all 
systems  we  have  iiot  to  legislate  for  an  ideall)-  perfect  race  ; 
but  for  human  beings  with  the  weaknesses  and  the  liability  to 
error,  to  which  we  are  all  subject,  and  which  are  noticeable  in 
our  daily  experience.  ( "on.secpientl)',  whatever  the  procedure, 
there  must  arise  the  constant  risk  of  miscarriage  of  justice, 
and  there  is  as  great  a  possibilit)^  for  a  single  judge  trying  a 
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case,  as  for  a  jiu)'  of  twoUc  incii  to  take  a  pcrveitetl  view  of 
the  points  suhinitleil  for  decision. 

Coiiipaiin;^  tin-  Iwd  s\-stems,  there  is  no  comparison  between 
tlic  remedies  ohlainahlc  l)\'  a  dissatisfied  suitor.  .\ii  nnsatis- 
factory  verdict  b)'  a  jury  ma\-  be  met  by  a  demand  for  a  new- 
trial.  There  is  no  expense  in  the  application,  except  on  tiie 
part  (if  the  sufferer's  counsel ;  and  as  a  inle,  if  tlie  hitter  thini<s 
wront;-  has  been  committed,  he  mahes  the  ciuestion  of  his  own 
liO}iorariiiui  snhoitUnate  to  tiie  desire  of  obtaiiiinj^  justice  for 
his  client.  Ilie  (|iK'stion  is  often  then  and  there  decided  ; 
subject  to  the  reined}-  of  takint;-  the  case  to  a  court  of  appeal. 
\\y  I'rench  law-  the  one  reined)'  is  the  court  of  appeal,  and  it 
is  an  oblii;ation  on  the  part  of  the  appellant  that  he  is  bound 
to  ^ive  securit)-  foi- costs,  in  many  cases  it  is  out  of  his  power 
to  furnish  or  obtain  it  ;  and  he  remains  without  a  renied\- 
against  what  he  conceives  to  be,  a  partial  and  illet^al  proceed- 
iiiL;.  Take  the  case  that  the  plaintiff  is  successful  in  a  suit 
ai^ainst  a  wealthy  estate,  tin;  business  of  which  is  .-onducted 
by  an  unscrui)ul(nis  aj^ent.  The  latter  brinies  the  jud^^ment 
under  the  court  of  review,  ami,  on  some  technicality  at  variance 
with  law  and  fact,  another  iudL;e  reverses  the  i'lrst  judgment. 
The  cost  of  an  apjiral  to  the  higher  court  is  a  matter  of 
several  hundred  dollars.  Without  the  means  of  prosecutini4 
the  case,  owint;  to  an  inabilit\-  to  furnish  the  securit\-,  the 
claim  of  this  litiLjant  is  sacrificed. 

In  a  jury  trial  the  mode  in  which  personal  evidence  is 
i;iven,  especially  the  cross-e.xaniination  of  an  im])<)rlant 
witness,  appeals  to  tlu'  common  sense  of  men  who  follow  \\w. 
case  from  the  bc^n'nnini;-;  and  the  experience  of  law  courts  in 
these  da)-s  ma\-  be  said  to  be,  that,  exce])t  in  cases  ap])ealin_L; 
to  some  particular  passion  or  symi)ath\-,  the  decisions  of 
juries  j^encrallx-  command  respect. 

One  noticeable  feature  in  the  history  of  l""rench  law-,  as  it 
has  been  constituted  since  the  concpiest  in  the  province  of 
Uuebec,  is  the  resistance  to  all  chaii.L(c  of  procedure.  Many 
of  the  profession  are  activcK-  eni^aj^ed  in  politics.  Men  of  this 
class    oppose    every    innovation.     Some   years    back,    in    an 
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attempt  to  effect  am-  alteration  in  tin 


priiicdiirc 


;ei 


lerall^ 


liapi '(■led,  tliat  the  Imi'iuIi  ( "aiiadiaii  a(l\deates  were  ranched 
on  one  side,  and  those  of  tlu;  I'jinlish  speakin;^'  race  on  the 
other.  It  is  pleasant  to  st;it(;  that  this  feeh'ni;-  is  of  late  greatly 
inodiricd.  Hy  the  law  of  the  proxince  of  Ouebec  no  plaintiff 
can  testify  in  his  o\\  n  case.  The  man  who  seeks  redress  for 
a  L;ric\-anci',  and  who  hot  understands  all  the  facts,  is  denied 
the  privilei^e  of  stating  them;  whereas  an  aj^ent  who  has  been 
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interest  in  the  dispute,  can  present  his  own  view  of  what  has 
taken  pla:c,  and,  lio\\(n-cr  distorted  and  dishonest  the  state- 
ment macU;  by  him,  it  nuist  remain  unanswered  l)y  evidence 
of  the  same  ori.^in.  .\ll  efforts  to  remedy  this  blot  on  the 
administration  of  justice  ha\-e  failed,  it  is  not  an  umm'.ved 
blessing;  in  the  province  of  (juebec,  that  liti;^raiits  in  civil  cases 
have    been,  and  are,  denied    an   ajipcal   to  their  jjcers   in   the 
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sion, transfer,  and  testamenv.iry  (lis|)osition  of  land,  tos^ether 
with  the  custom  incident  to  propert}-  left  intestate,  it  wouKl 
not    have   included    this    objectionable    feature.     There    was, 
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wc:\er,  one  serious  diliicultv  to  be  me 
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le  special  ICLJisia- 


tion  affectiuL;  the  Roman  catholic  cler!.;)\  a  dex'oled  attach- 
ment to  whom  has  always  been  a  prominent  feature  in  the 
Canadian    character.      It   has  constanlK-  formed  the  nucleus 
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eeliu''   around    which   the    best   Canadian   sentiment    has 
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and 


so  remains   to   this   date 
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islicil  untU'r  h"i-ench  rule, would 


hd\c.   failed  to  content  tl;e  population  :  and   it  was  no  slis^ht 
matter  to    initiate   the  new   condition    of   the    province  with 


eiuhtv'   or  ninet\'   thousand    souls   tau<;ht   to   I 
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ion   o 


f  the  la 


w  would   ha\e  recpiired   a    specihc 


parliamentar)'   authorization 


loi- 


the   cf)llcction    of  the   //////r, 


-ttnu 


toi 


th   its  character  and   limitations,  .and   the  mode  in 
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which  it  should  he-  ciifdrci'd.      Siicli  ;m  iMiaclnu.-nl  would  not 
have  Ik.'lmi  acceptable  in  tlic  liousc  of  coiuinous  as  it  was  thcti 


constituted,  and   possiblv  mi;. 


In  1 


lavc  icd  to  tlic  rejection  o 


f 


tlu 


l)ii 


W 


e   n 


lust  n.'nieniher  that  a  fv.w  _\'ears  later,  in   17S4, 


Hurk-(;  was  defi'aled  at  liiistol,  <  iw  iiv^  in  a  nicasuic  to  his 
exertions  to  liberate  MiM^lish  Roman  catholics  from  the 
injustice  ot'  th<;  penal  enactments  a;.;ainst  them.  '!"he  ])ossi- 
bilily  is.  that  such  ;i  provision  in  the  housi-  ot'c  ominous  could 
iie\er  ha\  e  been  carried.  .Xccordiii'jU'  it  was  easier  to  transfer 
the  entire  text  of  the  I'rencli  ci\il  l.iw,  custom  and  procedure 
as  it  was,  leavini;'  its  p(j\\ers  an<l  form,  to  be  deilned  hereafter 
by  the  law  courts. 

I  consider  it  is  to  the  condition  of  Canada  as  it  was  then 
constituted,  havin!.,^  so  small  a  protestant  population,  with 
so  slight  a  prospect  of  its  increase,  tiiat   the  establishment  of 


Ih 


u:  ci\il  law  was  enacted 


It  was  admitted  at  the  tinu;,  that 
where  practicable,  it  would  be  wise  to  introduce  I'aiL;lish  pro- 
cedure, and  to  establish  the  jurisprudence  of  Canada  as  a 
Britisli  pnnince,  as  far  as  possible,  on  a  I^ritish  standard.  I 
do  not  think  it  an  cxtravas^ance  to  afilrm,  that  the  forms  of 
fiench  law  bein;4"  continued  ha\-e  aidt-d  in  maintaim'n;.^  the 
I'Veiich  ('.mailian  character  unchan;_;ed,  especially  in  the 
a!.;ricultural  districts,  and  in  preserviuL;-  much  as  it  was  at  the 
time  of  the  coiujucst.  The  attempt  to  adhere  to  that  tone  of 
tliou;4ht  is  still  continued  ;  main-  believe,  more  for  the  benefit 
of  active  politicians  than  for  the  I'rcnch  Canadians  themselves. 
.\n}'  iimovation  which  has  a  tendency  to  disintegrate  this 
sentiment  is  resisted  ;  the  conser\ative  feelin;.;'  with  regard  to 
the  I'"rench  ci\-il  law  remains  in  all  its  strength,  to  preserve 
the  code  without  the  least  modification,  as  if  ;i  monument  of 
superhuman  wisdom.  .\n)-  attempt  to  introtluce  the  iur\- 
system  in  civil  cases  would  certainl\-  fail  if  unattended  with 
some  moderate  pa\'inent  to  jurtjrs.  lUit  if  the  practice  could 
be  brought  to  prevail,  it  wouKl  ha\e  much  influence  on  the 
political  education  of  the  agricultural  po])ulalion  in  the  know- 
ledge of  a  true  scn.se  of  their  duties  and  their  civil  rights.  Oiuj 
result  it  would  undoubtedl}'  effect  ;  it  wcnikl   bring  the  botjii 


,;iiii 
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to  the  poorer  Uti^unt  that  his  case  would  not  depend  on  the 
peculiar  views  of  a  jud_L;e,  aiui  that  iiis  redress  a_Lj;ainst  an 
objectionable  verdict  would  rest  on  a  higher  [^^nnuid  than  his 
capacity  t(j  furnish  securitx'. 


A  second  act  was  })assed  to  ilefray  the  expense  of  tl 


le  cuil 


Ljoveriunent  whicli   established    certain    duties    upcju    licjuors 
and  other  iin[>ortations. 

The  (Jucbec    act   of    1774  anoke   the  str  )<.<^est   feelin;^    of 


th    the    commercial   cla 


sses 


and 


antaij^onism    both    in    London,   'a  i 

interested  in  the  American   trade,  and  also  in  New  1*" 

On  the  l/th  of  .Ma\-,  1775,  lord  ("amden  presented  in  the  house 

of  Um'cIs  petitions  for  its  repeal,  and,  on  the  followin;^'  da}-,  sir 

(ieor'^e  Sa\ille  in   the  house  of  connnons  simihui)'  attacked 

the  bill. 

No  one  I  thiid<,  can   fairly  denj'  that  the  act  was  wise  and 


just  in.  its  main  provision^ 


Oi 


le  objection   against  it,  in  m\' 


humble   opinion,  ma\-   be    justl}'  taken  ;    the  comprehension 
into  the  newly  created   proxince  ot   the  territor}' west  of  the 


settled   ])arls  of  Canada  at   the  peri 


otl   01 


]• 


rcnch   rule. 


Id    reall}'  enfo''ced   upon    the    in 


habit; 


mts    passini. 


m 


to    tl 


le 


lis 


territor}' the  same  laws  which  prevailed  in  Canada;  and  all 
such  iinmii^ration  must  ha\e  been  from  the  liritish  provinces. 
We  ma}'  safel}-  assume  that  tlie  JJritish  ministr}'  consitlerctl 
th.at  the  time  hail  arri\ed,  when  a  form  of  government  shcjuld 
be  i^ixen   to  the  territor}'  lately  retrained   from   the  poss(.:ssi 


OP 


of  hostile  tribes,  in  the  war  of  1703-1764.  It  had  been 
then  made  a\ailable  tor  settleraent,  mainh'  throuL;h  the 
braver\'  of  imperial  troojjs  in  the  .struggle  which  had  been 
so  successfulh'  terminated  ;  aiul  it  was  neccssarv  to  make 
some  ])rovision  aj^ainst  its  return  to  a  state  ot  lawlessness. 
It  i.  possible,  that  the  s[)n'it  of  revolt  domiiiaiit  in  tiie  colonies 
ma\"  ]ia\e  led  to  the  desi'e  of  i)re\entinp'  the  exercise  of  anv 
piecensions  over  this  territory  by  the  we;tern  provinces  of 
\"irt,inia  and  Peuns}'lvania;  and  of  opposin;^  b}' le<.rislatio,i  all 
extension  '»eyond  their  admitted  frontier.  If  this  theor}'  Ijc 
accepted,  a  turnishes  an  ex[)lanation  of  the  incorporation  d 
this  western  countr}'  into  the  iurisdiction  of  the  province  ot 
C^Mcbcc,  as  constituted  bv  the  act. 
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I)()I1C\\  u 


hulcvcr  tlic  niot.i\c,  c.iii  oiiK'  be  rr^urcicd  a.- 


c\'cecclin<rlv    unwise. 


It    causct 


'Tcat     dissatisfaction  :     it 


cffectetl  III)  result.  Canada  sliould  have  been  constitnted  a 
province  from  the  eastern  shores  of  tlie  saint  Lawrence  to 
its  natural  boundary  and  no  further  ;  totheislaiul  of  Montreal 
includinc;,"  ilc  I'errot.  It  was  the  limit  of  si?ttlcnient.  lieyond 
that   locality,  at  the  period  of  concjucst,  there  was  scarcely 


a  w 


hi  to 


mai 


1   established.     Some    stratiLrlir 


clearances 


had 


jeeii   made  iii  the  sc/''iit'iirv  o 


f  V 


uidreu 


bit  ot   such 


nnportance  as  not  to  deserve  consideration. 


)n  th 


trill 
the 


iiu 


e  soutliern 


shore  Lai)rairie  was  the  last  settlement.  No  specific  consider- 
ation, however,  was  called  for  south  of  the  .Saint  Lawnmcc, 
owiiiL;"  to  the  limited  amount  of  leiritor\'  involved,  the 
bf)undary  line  betwei.Mi  Canada  and  X(,-w  \'ork,  the  fortj'-fifth 
I),iiallel  of  latitude,  strikiii"''  the  .Saint  Lawrence  ai  lake  .Saint 


'  rancis. 


'  My  ihi;  census  of  1765,  live  years  alter  ll'.e  coiuiuest,  V^aiulreiiil  coiilaiiicd 
377,  liie  Cedars  309  souls.  On  the  .south  side  of  the  .'^ainl  Lawrence,  the  popuja- 
timi  of  I.aprairie  was  360. 

In   the  '.eporl  of  the  public  works  for  1S67,  the  lirsl  year  of  omfederation,  we 


tiiiil  describe'!   in   the  accoinil   given  i 


if  th 


)f  ( 


e  puiilic  works  ol  (  anaila  proper,  tile 


the 


)cks  and  sun II  canals  a 


t  the 


.M( 


.Split  roel> 


I  oleau  du 


lu   1. 


Ilev  .i( 


Inline 


a  iiiiviualion  of  hat-.aiix  of  six  feet 


dlh 


two 


ft  el   si 


X   Indies 


ill  <lepth,  tliUs  olil.iiiiiiiL;  a   passa^jc  of  the  nio'-t  dilfuult 


lurlion  of  the  raiiids  between  laUes  Sain 


t  1, 


d  S; 


ill'  Francis 


Th 


ese  works 


are  des 
afterwards  sir 
of  ll 


cribed  as  the 
II.  I.a 


French  canals  and 


Th 


e  iei)ort  is  sii»iie( 


Mr 


Will 


k 


'e  of  the  dociiineiilaiv  evidence 


le  tune, 


lave  no  hoil.Uion  in  saynii;  the  >latenieiit  h  uiuvarianiabli'. 


Th 


I'- 


iflicers  of  that  day  made  a  .hart  of  llie   .S;diil    Lawrence  wilh  a  certaii. 


coircclnos  from  lie  I'crroi  to  La  (laletle  [I'rescoti]  [tan.  Arch.,  A.  iV  NV.  L,  94, 
!'•  ,vi5d  '"■'  ""'  ''"'  slii^htcst  iinprovemenl  ot  the  navii;alioii  was  ever  attempted. 
I'iie  canals  in  (iue>tion  were  constructed  and  ])ut  in  operalioii  belween  1779  and 
luriiii;  the  t;oveinor.>hip  ol    I  laldini.ind,  wilh  the  twofold  object,  of  more 


7S; 


r.ipi  iiv  moviiit: 


ilil 


irv  >tores, 


:tescri'|)tioii  ol  these  wor 


and  of  aidini;  the  Iranspoil 
I'reiich  canals  conveys  a  fd 


mere 


hand 
.f  1 


ise. 


Tl 


le 


view  of  the  enter- 


prise of  the  time  previous  to  the  coiKpie-t. 


Ins  passage  remaiiunt 

ill 


the  report  iinecjiitradictcd,  .ilthough  a  f.dsilication  of 


iistorv,  iiiav  ullimaleiy  become  an  acieiited  truth. 


It 


rdiiigly,  necessary 


to  classify  it  in  ils  true  char. icier  ;  ainont;  tho>e  inventions  which  are  even  enliiely 


without  the  excuse  of  doubt iiil   trailiti 


It 


may  he 


coulldeii'lv  stall 


that  1'  IS 


uiisustained  by  a  s<: 


)f  eviden.e,  that  ther 


!■  is  not  a  sentence  in  a  single  menujir 


:if  the 


i'hich 


be  ailduced  as  a  sembLince  of  authority  for  th-;  statement 


it  can  only  be  regarded  .is  pure  nusrepresentalion. 


!  I 


1- 


r 


'I  ..  I 
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A  glance  at  the  map  will  shew  the  want  of  statesman- 
ship in  f.iiling  to  recognize  the  true  circumstances  of  the 
problem.  H\-  a  separate  act,  the  territory  west  of  the  limits 
of  Canada  should  have  been  constituted  a  special  government 
under  British  law.  'I'iic  wide  application  of  the  Quebec  act 
gave  great  nnihrage  to  the  other  provinces,  especiall\'  to 
Virginia  and  to  I'ennsylvania.  Both  hatl  preferred  claims  to 
e.\tend  westward  towards  the  Ohio.  The  transfer  of  the 
territory  to  Ouebcc,  according  to  this  pretension,  was  the 
limitation  of  their  boundaries,  arbitrarily  determined  without 
consent  on  their  part. 

Another  cause  of  o'Tcnce,  fouiuled  on  less  reason,  was  the 
constitution  of  a  legislative  council,  and  the  failure  to  call 
together  a  legislature.  It  cannot  be  considered  a  just  cause 
of  complaint.  The  text  of  the  proclamation  of  ijd^  is  suffi- 
cicnth'  plain,  that,  as  soon  as  the  state  and  circumstances  of 
the  pro\ince  wouUl  admit,  a  general  assembly  should  be 
summoned.  Cl.'iuse  4  of  the  act  of  1774  sets  forth  that  this 
provision  has,  upon  experience,  Ijeen  foimd  inapplicable,  ami 
that,  as  a  consequence,  the  legislative  council  was  established. 
It  is  difficult  to  dispute  the  wisdom  of  this  step,  when  it  is 
borne  in  mind  that  there  were  not  four  hundred  protestants 
in  the  province  and  at  le;i.  t  eighty  thousand  Roman  catholics. 
This  cry  of  (lisccjulent  arose  entirely  from  the  [irotesianls,  who 
advocated  a  house  of  assembly  from  which  h'rench  Canadians 
.should  be  excluded  as  being  Roman  catholics,  an  act  of 
injustice  which  the  British  government  would  not  tolerate, 
and  which  was  impossible  in  itself  The  .vmerican  provinces 
protestetl  against  it  in  the  strongest  language,  as  designed  to 
sejjarate  Canada  from  the  rest  of  America,  and  to  increase 
the  mmiber  of  Roman  catholic  emigrants,  who  would  be 
instruni^nts  to  retluce  the  ancient  protestant  colonies  to  the 
state  of  slavery.* 

*  The  declaration  is  lo  l)e  found  in  the  address  to  the  peonle  of  England  \>y 
the  delegates  of  i'hil.idelphia,  5tli  Septeml)ei',  1774. 

■•  IJy  another  act  "  llic  dominion  of  Canada  i^  to  l)e  .so  extended,  modelled  and 
governed,"  as  that,  by  being  di.siuiited  from  us,  detached  from  our  interests  by 
civil  as  well  as  religious  jMcjudices,  that  i>y  their  numbers  swelling  v  ith  catholic 
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A  few  weeks  after  the  passage  of  tlie  l)ill,  Carleton  left  Ku<^- 
laiul  fii  Canada,  ami  arrised  on  the  iSth  of  Se]itenil)ei'.  lit; 
was  aecoinpanied  b\'  his  \-oun.Lj  wife,  the  huh-  Maria  I  Inward, 
the  third  dau^L;hter  of  Thomas  the  secontl  earl  of  l'lfhnL;haiii.* 

!  le  was  received  with  some  ceremoii)'  and  \\*ith  ])artieular 
marks  of  respect,  1)\'  the  leading'  I'rench  Canadians  of  (Juebec, 
whom  he  describes  as  actuated  by  the  stion;^'  desire  to  shew 
themscKcs  not  nnuorth)'  of  the  treatment  they  had  met  with. 
.As  Carleton  was  silent  concerning;'  the  feelini^s  of  the  natural 
born  subjects,  Dartmouth  wroti'  that  he  could  not  c(»nclude 
that  the\- entcrtainetl  the  same  opinions  "  but  that  he  hoped 
as  the  provisicjiis  came  to  be  uiuIl  tood  their  prejudices 
mi_L!,ht  be  removed."-'-  In  Ouebcc  there  was  no  strong;  feelin<4- 
against  the  act,  and,  in  the  f]vsi  instance,  loyal  addresses  were 

emigrants  from  Eiirojie,  and  by  their  devotion  to  administration,  so  friendly  to 
tluMr  rclijjioii,   tliey    might    become    formidalile    to    us,   and    on    occasion    be   fit 

L'stant  colonies 


I" 


1' 


to  the  same  slate  of  sbi 


ry 


Ih 


emselves, 


'Diis  was  evidently  the  object  of  the  act  :  and   in  tliis  view  being  extremely 


iniieroiis  to  our  libeilv  and  (luiel,  we  canno 


dangi 

to  Ihitisli  -America. — Su 


I  fori: 


ear  coni|ilainin^ 


.fit 


slik 


peradded   to  the^e  I'duvirtioiis  ve  c 


imiot  help  deiilorinii 


the  uiiha])|)y  a 


to  wliich   il  li.Ts  reduced   tli 
il 


ly 


1:1 


iglisli  settlers,  who. 


encouiageil    by  the    royal    |irociamation,    pronnsnig    the    eiijoynien 


t    of 


t! 


leir 


ights,  h; 


niri'l 


used   estates   lu 


thai 


counu  V. 


lev  are  now 


the  sul 


)|ects  ol  an 


arbitrary  gov.Mnmenl.  ileprive  i  of  trial  by  jury,  and  when  imiivisoned  cannot 
claim  the  b.'uefit  of  the  habeas  corpus  act,  that  great  bulwark  and  )iall.idmin  of 
I'.nidish  libertv  : — nor  can  we  suppress  our  astonishment,  that  a  Itrilish  |)arli,iment 
should  ever  consent  to  establish  in  that  country  a  religion  thai  has  deluged  ;  )ur 
island  in  blood,  and  dispersed  impiety,  bigoiry.  iierseculion.  muiiler  and  rebellion, 
through  every  part  of  the  world." 

The  Quebec  act   also   formed   one   of  the  acts 


declaration  o 


f  indt 


enenoence. 


It 


tyranny  set  forth   in   the 
is  thus  specified  :  one  is  templed  'o  exclaim  rx 


iiiigiit'  lioiu'iii,  we  know  the  lion  by  his  claw. 

"  Kor  abolishing  the  free  system  of  I.nglish  law  in  a  neighboiiriiig  province 
[t'anada],  establishing  therein  an  arbitrary  government,  and  enlarging  its  bound- 
aries so  as  to  render  it  an  once  an  example  and  til  iii^iiuiueiit  fjr  introducing  the 
same  absolute  rule  into  these  colonies." 

*  The  marriage  had  l.ikcn  place  two  yeai>  previoush,  on  ihe  22nd  <if  May, 
1772.     At   that  dale,  lady  Maria  wauled  a  few   nmntiis  of  being  nineteen,    and 


Carleton  was  forty-eight,  beii 


ll 


Ills  iweiity-nine  years  her  senior.     Lady  Carlet< 


was  at  tliis  ])eriod,   Sepleiuber,  1774,  the  mot 
born  the  following  July  in  Canada. 


.f  t\ 


wo  cliildien. 


[I  third  was 


t  Carleton  lo  Dartmouth.     Can.  Arch.,  n.,  10.   j).  120. 
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sent  in  its  support.  Montreal  was  the  seat  of  dissatisfaction 
aiul  it  was  the  influence  communicated  from  that  city  which 
affected  opinion  in  Ouebec.  In  N'ovember,  an  attempt  was 
made  to  set  Montreal  on  fire,  it  was  at  least  so  stated  :  and  it 
was  so  evidently  the  work  of  incendiaries  that  a  reward  of 
two  hundred  dollars  was  offereil  for  the  discover}'  of  the  per- 
petrators. There;  was  much  discontent  on  the  subject  of  the 
new  act  with  the  Ivn^lish  speakinjj;  people.  Meetin_t;s  were 
called  to  discuss  the  (grievance,  the  principal  of  which  seems 
to  have  l)een,  the  authority  c^iven  to  the  priests  to  collect  the 
tythes.  .Some  of  the  writers  of  this  paity  contended  that  no 
such  lei^islation  should  ha\e  been  pernn'tled  ;  that  there  had 
been  previousi}'  perfect  freedom  of  relii;ious  profession,  the 
priests  weariii",  their  .sw/A?//!',-  and  that  there  had  been,  as  a 
rule,  great  toleration,  the  Canadians  having-  been  satisfied  with, 
their  condicion.  Neither  in  Montreal  nor  Ouebec  hatl  the 
protestants  a  church.  In  Montreal,  the  ursuline  nuns  granted 
them  the  use  of  their  chapel  for  a  .Sunday  morning  service, 
and  at  Ouebec,  the  recollet  church  was  used.  * 

H\'  the  act,  the  priesthood  had  obtained  a  legal  status. 
Meetings  were  held  to  discuss  the  grievances  from  which 
the  protestant  population  professed  to  '^uffer,  and  a  committee 
of  four  was  named  to  prei)are  ])lans  for  redress,  and  ol)tain 
signatures  to  petitions.  They  hopt'd  to  draw  the  Canadians 
to  their  side  b\-  their  protest  against  the  enforced  pa\inent  of 
tythes  ;  but  the  attempt  failed,  and  even  the  moie  discreet  o{ 
the  ICnglish  speaking  inhabitants  held  aloof  Walker,  whose 
name  had  become  so  pronn'nent  from  the  cruel  outiage  [)er[)e- 
trated  upon  him,  became  as  active  as  in  f  )rmer  }  cars.  Me 
proceetied  to  Oueliec  to  tlisseminate  agitation  ;  he  was  the 
means  of  the  appointment  of  a  c<iinmittee  of  seven  to  act  in 
concert  with  th.e  Montreal  committee,  'I'he.se  proceedings 
became  disijuieting,  especialK'  to  the  Canadians,  and  alike 
embarrassing  to  the  government.  In  November,  .1  petition 
was  presented  against  the  act,  and  grervt  activity  was  observ- 
able among  the   ICnglish  speaking  inha'^'tants,  the  cause  of 

*  .Mascres  :  Addilionn)  papers,  etc.,  p.  149. 
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which    was    attributable    to    the    influences    exercised 


upon 


c- 


mada  l)\' 


the 


(iiscontcnteci  Ihitish  ])rovinces. 


W 


tiile  con<^i'ess  in   l'hihulel])hia  was  prott'stintj  aj^anis 


t  tlie 


act  of  1774,  (ieclariiv,;-  the  ("anach'ans  to  he  fit  instruments  in 
the  hands  of  the  arbitrary  power,  and  assaih'ni:;  their  relitjion 


as  subversive  of  hbert\',  it  was  at  tlie  same  time  iss 


unit:  an 


Uh'css  apjjeahni;"  to  them  as  l)rothers  to  join   in  the  effort  to 


l.)C 


ccd  from  a  tvrannical  "ovennntnit. 


Tl 


le  document  i)ore 


the  si<^nature  of  "  Ilcnry  Middletoii,  president,"  wlio  tempo- 
rarily  occupied    the    position    (jf    Peyton     Randolph,  absent 


through  sickne.- 


It 


is  a  louij,  rainblmsj'  document  m    s 


tilted 


lan;4ua;_je,  which  cannot  be  read  without  a  feelint:^  of  ridicule. 
It  alludes  to  the  jniblic  faith  plighted  by  the  proclamation  of 


176^,  declares   that   the   ro\-al   aulhorit 


\-  withheld 


roin 


tl 


lem 


the  fruit 


ion  o 


f  tl 


UMr  irrevficable  1 


Montesquieu  to  shew  the  first 
tl 


era  ml 


hts,  (|uotes   Beccaria  ami 
riL;hl  of  a  people  to  have 


I  share   in   their  j^^overnmcnt,  with   an   elaborate   attempt  to 


])rove 


how 


miserabU'    the   Canadians    are    <rf>verned 


Thi 


document  with  all  its  pompous  bombast  ilid  not  lose  sight  of 

It  contained  what   the  modern  citizen  of 


the  mam  chance. 


the  United  States  wo 


uld  call  a  [)ractical  suj^^i^estion 


We  do 


not 


as  I 


\'ou  b\'  this  atldress  to  ccjinmence  hostilities  asjainst 


our  common   sovereiun,  etc.,  c 


tc.     W 


e  merely  invite  \'ou  to 


consult   vour  own  <dorv  and  welfare,  and  not  to  suffer  vour- 
sehes  to  be   inveigled  or  intimidatetl   b)-  infamous  ministers 

e    the    instiuinents  of   their    cruelty  and 


so 


f; 


ir  as  to 


ix'com 


despotism,  but  to  unite  with  us  in  one  social  comi)act  formed 
the  generous  ])riiiciple  of  ecpial  libeit\-,  and  cemented  by 
:h  a  change  of  beneficial  and  endearing  offices  as  to  reiuler 


in 


su- 


it perpetual.  In  order  to  complete  this  highly  desirable  union, 
we  submit  it  to  _\dur  consideraiion  wh.ether  it  may  not  be 
expedient  for  )<iu  to  meet  together  in  yenir  several  towns  ami 


(lis 


tricts  and  elect  de[)uti(vs,  who  after  meeting  in  a  pro\' 


iiicial 


coiiijress  ma\'  cluise  delegates  to  rt'present  xour  province  in 


th 


e  cc^ntinental   conirress  to  be  heit 


at 


ri 


nla(lel[)hia  < 


on   tlu 


tenth  da\'  of  May,  1775. 


I'll 


is  t!i>(.'ument  is  jjiveii  in  French  by  M.  I'ahho  V't-neault, 


ni  ni-;  volume  el 


nh 


\h. 


•■     ) 


;o 
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'1       ■>- 


I  , 


fit    i^-'i 


Tin's  address  translated  ami  printed  at  Philadelphia  bv 
one  Mcsplct,  a  l-'rcnclinian,  was  forwarded  to  Canada  to 
be  [generally  distributed.  There  was  no  printini;'  press  in 
Montreal  in  1774,  and  Mesplet.  sent  to  advocate  the  cause  of 
the  rcvolteil  ])rovinces,  was  the  first  to  introduce  the  art  into 
that  cit}',*  the  prinlin;^  press  until  that  date  haviuL;'  been 
established  alone  at  ( Juebec. 

Sanguiiiet,  in  his  memoirs,  tells  us  that  the  proclamation 
made  a  threat  iii'.|)ression  up.in  tlie  I'lench  Canadians.  There 
were  numerous  s)'m])athi/.ers  with  the  revolted  provinces  in 
Montreal,  who  found  their  wa}-  to  the  country  districts  under 
the  pretext  of  purchasiiiL;  corn  ;  and,  under  cover  of  trading, 
the)' produced  the  adthess  advocatin;;  the  cause  of  coiii;"rcss. 
They  innueiiced  the  I"'ri'iu;h  Canadians  In- arfirmiiiL;  that  it 
was  oidy  by  a  union  with  the  |)rovinccs  the\'  could  avoid 
misfortune,  for  they  wouk!  be  taxed  to  pay  tlie  threat  expense 
attendant  on  the  government  of  Canada.  The\'  magnified  as 
immense  the  salaries  of  the  officials.  The  governor,  they 
stated,  was  to  receive  /'lo.ooo  a  year  ;  that  he  had  more 
power  than  th.e  soxereign  ;  that  they  were  no  longer  masters 
of  their  property  ;  that  they  would  become  slaves  ;  that  the)' 
were  liable  to  arrest  under  Icttrcs  dc  f>ctit  cachet,  and  their 
only  salvation  la\'  in  allowing  ihc  "/>\rs/o////iris"  io  enter  the 
province  unopposed  ;  it  was  the  sole  means  of  avoiding 
oppression  and  t\-raini_\-;  and  they  should  remember  that  it 
was  the  uir'tcd  provinces  which  had  saved  them  from  the 
impost  of  the  stamped  i)aper.  'i'he  Itahitaiils,  when  pro- 
ceedin;;-  to  the  cities,  hearing  the  same  assertions  from  the 
disaffected  old  subjects  with  whom  the\'  had  dealings,  were 
ted  readil\-  to  accept  them  as  suggesting  the  line  of  conduct 
which,  in  view  of  their  own  interest,  the\-  should  lake  in  the 
comiui'  strugi/le. 


memoirs   of  tliat   chile,  tlie   text   lioiiit;  Itiken   from  a  r:iie  copy  in  liis  |)o.ssessioii. 
The  luiijiisli  text  is  ruimhlislieil  ;it  iIr'  tml  of  this  clin|i:cr. 

*  The  tirst  l)ooic  |)iiii:eil  in  .MonirLMl  is  t^eiicially  aiiniued  to  he  '^  Rcghmeiit 
lit  id  Coiijit'nc  lie  !' Adoiation  l\ipili(eli'  tin  .Saint Sturcmcut  cl  tiv la  BonHi  mart, 
clu-z  F.  Mtsplet  I't  C.  /ii'ig,'i\  Moniiral,  .776." 


Ill 


I    SI  i  :: 


C<  iNDII'lDN    (il    I  .\NAI».\. 


2;  I 


111    I'cljriiiirv,  I 


>    '      '//    j! 


secret  ;i_L;cnls  from  coiinrcss  ucie  sent 
to  Montreal,  to  leani  from  known  syinpathi/.ers  with  the 
lirovincial   cause,   if  an   aj^i^ressive   jxjlicy  could    l)e    (ollowe'f 

(.■re  learned  the  defenceless  state  of  the 
attack,  and  that  the  forls  on  tlic 


wi 


th   s;ifet\'.      ThcN'  th 


province  against  any  sericnis 


Kiel 


iclieu   and  on   lake  C'hamplain  contained  ijiit  a  few  men, 
stationed  there  to  preserve  the    huil 


dinjjjs  from  destructicni. 
All  tlie  troops  in  C"an;i  '  were  the  7th  fusiliers  and  26th 
rcLjiment,  with  some  tew  aililleiy.  Tiie  majority  o(  the 
I'jiglish  speakin;^  population  were  on  the  side  of  the 
provincials.  If  it  were  [xjssihle  lo  l(;ad  the  hixMich  Canadians 
to  remain  neutral,  there  wouUi  be  no  means  of  opposing  a 
force  of  ail)-  strength,  well  commanded,  which  mit^ht  enter  the 
pnn'iiic'j  from  lake  ("hamplain.  The  first  attcmi)t  had  been 
made  to  induce  the  l'"rench  Canadians  to  take-  an  active  pail 
in   the   ([uarrel  ;   to  obtain  a  ])led;_;e  from  the  most   i)romiiient 


amoiiLT  tiiem  that  thc\' 


would    join   the   pro\'incial    lorces  on 


their    appearance.      It  was    soon    made    apparent    that    they 


would  simpl)'  remain  inactive. 


Invited  to  attend  secret  con- 


ferences, they  declined  to  be  ])resent,  assiyiiim;-  as  a  reason  that 
the\'  had   taken   an  oalli  not  to  bt-ar  arms  atrainst  the  Ihitish, 


and  the\'  couKl   not 


i;'o  be\-ond  the  line  of  neutralitj 


It  was 


the  policy  desireil  by  the  Montreal  leatlers  of  the  mmemeiil  ; 
it  was  hoped,  that  if  followed,  all  chance  of  resistance  would 
be  removed,  and  the  province  would  be  overrun  without  serious 
op[)osition.  It  is  important  to  bear  in  mind  that  this  contin- 
t4"ency  was  firml)'  established  in  the  f)pinion  of  conL,n'ess  when 


s  delermmed   upon. 


reparations  ni 


the  invasion  of  1775  wa 

Canada,  to  aid    an\-  ariiu'd    attempt    upon    the    [)iovince  in 

.■■■ufficient  force  b)' the  revolted  colonies,  had  been  acti\el\' and 

secretly  continued  fi(Mn   October    1774  to    May    1775.       The 

sympathisers  with    the  movement  unceasinj^l}-  instilled   into 

the  minds  (jf  the  I'^rench   Caiuuliaus,  that  a  lai_L;"c  majoritx'  of 

the  ]' 

and  that  in  order  for  the    I'"iench  Canaelians,  in   the  future  t( 


lish  speakiiii;  pojiulalion  were  on  the  side  of  congress 


be 


prosperous  aiul 


ippy,  the  safest   polic\'   was   to    abstain 
from  all   partici[)ation  in  the  contest,  and  when  the  British 


i    ■■ 


'     ) 
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fjarrisons  were  drivc-n  mil,  to  aecci)t  as  a  necessary  coiisc- 
(liiciuH.' the  rule  of  tin-  iiidepeiKlcnt  provinces. 

("arlctoii  was  perfi.:etly  powerless  to  take  aii)'  stcjjs  as^ainst 
this  nio\(Mnent,  He  could  not  hope  to  obtain  rciinforce- 
nients  ;  there  were  n  >t  Soo  reL;ular  troops  in  the  province, 
and  not  a  sinj^lc  armed  vessel,  lie  had  {o  defend  Oiiebcc 
and  Montreal,  and  the  forts  on  the  Richelien,  the  latter  open 
to  attack  by  the  desceni  of  lake  ( 'hanipl.iin.  .\s  earl}'  as 
1767,  he  had  written  to  ria_^e,  urijint:;  that  Ticonderot^a  with 
Crown  Point,  and  fort  (jeor_Lje  at  the  head  of  the  lake,  should 
be  [^arriscjned  and  kept  in  a  position  of  defence,  (ianc-  was 
unable,  or  disinclined,  to  take  an)'  steps  for  their  protection, 
and  they  remained  hekl  by  a  (c\v  men.  Carleton  was  well 
aware  of  the  attempt  beini;'  made  to  stir  up  tin-  ("anadi.uis  to 
dislo)-alt\'.  In  March,  he  reported  to  Dartmouth  the  dissemi- 
nation of  the  translated  addrc-s,  and  a  few  weeks  later  he 
wrote  that  the  deputies  from  Massachusetts  had  threatened 
the  Canadians,  that  if  they  would  not  join  the  provincial  force, 
Canada  would  be  invaded  b\-  an  army  of  50,000  men,  which 
would  (kwastale  the  count r_\-  with  firc'  and  sword.  .\t  this 
date  it  is  said  that  some  deputies  ascended  by  the  Kennebec 
to  reach  Qnehec,  brint^iuL;'  letters  to  the  friends  of  cont^ress  at 
Ouebec  and  Montreal,  and  enteriivj;'  into  plans  for  the  cominjT 
invasion  of  the  i>rovincc. 

Whatever  ilifficulties  Cu^leton  had  to  contend  with,  he 
proceeiled  to  carr)-  out  the  arranj^cments  incident  to  the 
Ouebec  act  coming-  into  o|)('ration  on  the  ist  of  Ma\-.  On 
the  20th  of  .April,  1775,  he  published  a  proclamation  appoint- 
iuff  Mabanc,  Dunn,  h'razer,  .Marteilhe.  ilertcldc  Rouville,  and 
Jean  Claude  Panet  to  be  judj^es  of  the  courts  established  by 
the  act.  .Mabane,  Dunn  and  Panet  i)resided  at  Ouebec,  the 
remainiiiL;'  three,  P'ra/.er,  Marteilhe  .and  de  Rouville,  were 
placed  at  Montreal.  .Soine  api)ointment  was  ncccssarv,  the 
act  ha\-in<^  abolisheil  the  courts  as  they  were  established,  and 
it  did  not  create  an\'  other  courts;  it  mcret)'  i^ave  authority  to 
establish  them.  The  course  which  should  have  been  followed 
was,  the  creation,  under  the  great  seal,  of  courts  to  replace 
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those  which  were  abolished;  but  iiDlhin;^  h;i(l  1)im.'ii  iloiie,  and 
ill  order  to  save  the  province  from  talliiii;'  into  anarcliv, 
Carlcton  made  tliesc  a|)i)()intnients,  caUinL;  tlie  judt^es  cuu- 
scrvators  of  the  peaie.  lie  likewise  contiiuii'd  the  powers  of 
the  notaries  in  practice,  to  exercise  their  caliinL;'  throUL;hoiit 
the  province  for  six   months  or  ilurinj^"  i)lcasurc,  thus  j^ivin;^' 


was  considered 


th 


cv 


lcL,sdit\'    to    their    proceedinj^s  ;    for    it 

nn\L;ht   lie  regarded  as  officers  of  justice,  whose,-  powers  liad 

been  terminated  with  those  of  the  courts  which  the  act  had 


removed 


Tl 


le   c 


hief- 


JUStlc 


le\- 


lavni'. 


IK 'en 


elected  a  inend)er  "f 


parliament,    had     res(^lvetl    to    resign    his    ai)pointnient.      I 


remained    m 


.III 


aiu 


until    the    snriiu 


.f    I 


//  3- 


wlieii 


lie 


returned    to  Canada. 


As   1 


us   intention    was  immetlia 


lei)'  t(. 
leave  the  province,  Thomas  Potter  was  apixdiitcMl  in  his  place 


I 


cannot    learn 


that 


liter 


ever    reached 


C 


iuiada  ;  in 


M 


IV 


Livius,  who  had  been  named  jud;.',e  of  tlie  coiiinioii  pleas,  was 
sent  from  London  bearinsj'  letters  from  Dartmouth,  with 
instructions  that  he  should  be  placed  in  the  council,  and  in 
1/77  he  became  chief  justice. 

All   event   Ioiil;'  foi;4otten    took    place:  on   the    1st 
hen  the  act  came  into 


M 


IV 


\v 


■ration.      .Saii<'Uiiiet   tells  us  tnai 


the  kint^'s  bust,  placed  in  one  of  the  public  places  of  Montreal, 
was  discoveretl  to  have  been  daubed  with  black,  and  decoraletl 
with  a  necklace  formed  of  potatoes  and  a  cross  attached  to  it 
with  the  words  "/'c/A/  Ic  papc  an  Canada,  ct  Ic  sot  Aii^i^/ois." 
The  perpetrator  of  this  foolish  insult,  for  such  it  was  intended 


to    be,    was    never    discovered 


T 


ic 


act    was    reijardetl 


as 


insolent  and  dislo\-al,  and  it  caused  much  excitement. 
[)iiblic  meeting  was  called,  at  which  one  hundred  <^aiineas  were 
subscribed  to  discover  the  perpetrators.  The  compaii}'  (jf 
grenadiers  of  the  26th  made  a  proclamation  b\-  beat  of  drum. 


jfferi 


\\VZ  a  rewartl   of  two  liuiuired  dollar: 


id 


a  Iree  p 


;ird<jn. 


exceptini;'  the  person  who  had 


dislisj'urri 


ffiviiiL"  information,  w 


hich 


wouk 


the  bust,  to  any  one 
1   U-ad  to  the  discovcr\'  of  the 


offenders.     The    principal     French    C'anadians    were    f^rcatl)' 
annoyed  at  the  pl■oceedin^^  the  words  beini;-  in  French.      Dc 


:»■  ,    '  f 


!!f 


^ 


h   ; 


■St'-        ' 


f    ' 


^        ! 


' 
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lV'llcstr(>,  .-i  U'ii(iiii;j;  resident  f)f  Moiitie.il,  who  had  served  as  a 
captain  under  the  I'"rt'iu:h  and  was  a  chevalier  of  Saint  I-ouis, 
pilbUcly  said  he  wnuhl  himself  i^ixe  .C\oo  to  discover  the 
parties,  so  that  they  niifjht  be  severely  [niinshed  and  sent  out 
of  the  coiintr\- ;  for  thev  deserved  to  he  hansjed.and  in  I'^raiice 
they  would  be  so  treated.  A  youn;^  man  named  I'" ranks,  who 
was  in  business  in  the  city,  re[)lied  that  they  did  not  haiii^  in 
I'".n;^land  for  such  small  matters.  .An  allercation  ensued,  which 
ended  in  de  Hellestre  strikin;,;'  k'ranks  and  pullin;^"  his  nose; 
upon  this,  h'ranks  knocked  him  down.  The  next  day  l'"ranks 
was  arrested  on  the  complaint  of  dc  ik-llestre,  not  on  account 
f)f  the  blow,  for  the  latter  hatl  provoked  it,  but  on  account 
of  his  words,  h'ranks  was  carried  to  prison  by  a  s^Miard  with 
fixed  bayonets.  \\\i\  was  refused,  but  at  the  end  of  the  week 
he  was  unconditiiinalU'  released  b\'  ("arleton's  instructions. 

There  appears  to  ha\-e  Ijeeu  other  similar  (piarrcls,  one  of 
which  is  mentioned  by  San;;uinet  l)etween  one  Lapaillcr  and 
a  jew  named  Solomon.  They  are  oul\'  of  importance  as 
makiii!.,^  known  the  hii^hl}-  unsatisfactory  condition  of  public 
feelin;^  at  this  date. 

The  narrative  of  these  troublous  times  shews  the  unpre[)ared 
.state  of  Canada  to  meet  the  stc;rm  which,  in  a  few  weeks,  was 
to  v.x'^c  throuL^hout  its  extent.  The  countr\'  was  unprotected 
by  troops;  the  l'"n;4lish  s])eakin;.^  popuIatif)n  was  for  the  most 
]r,ivl  disloyal  ;  the  I'r(>nch  Canadians,  as  a  bod)-,  had  deter- 
mined to  stand  aloof  sliould  an\'  in\asion  take  place,  while 
many  amon;4  them  acce|)ted  the  ])romise.->  of  the  -aipporters  of 
coui^rcss,  and  eventuall\-  joined  their  ranks.  There  was  a 
larjj^c  number,  how  ever,  who  were  devoted  to  the  iJritish  cau.se^ 
and  without  exception  the  hic^her  rank.s  were  distinguished  by 
this  feelinj^.  The  clerpjy  were  stron;_;l\'  against  su[)portint;  the 
cause  of  coiii^'ress.  'I"he_\'  had  learned  the  tone  in  which  their 
creed  had  been  tlenounced,  and  it  was  not  possible  for  them 
to  accejit  as  i;enuine,  the  bland  profession  of  f^ood  feeling' 
contained  in  the  address  scattered  throui^h  the  parishes.  The 
provincials  who  had  cast  their  eye  u[)on  Canada,  and  hail 
engaged  in  the  correspondence  with  their  confederates,  had 
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little  doubt  of  ail  imiiiL'diiilc  .iiul  full  tiiiimpii  in  their  .ittcmpt 
to  obtain  possession  of  the  coimtr>- ;  and  it  was  looked  upon 
as  a  pii/.e  read)-  tor  liu'ir  LJiasp,  ii'^juirini;'  oni\'  to  be  souijit 


b\'    the    l)eal    of  drum 


he    reco-'nition   o|    this    \ie\v    wil 


explain  much  wiiieh  subseijuentl)'  hap|)cncd. 


It  nnist  iiavc  been  plain  to  all  in  Canada,  that  they  were  on 


tin 


e  eve  of  threat  events,  and  that  the  pinvniee  eouid  not  eseape 

end)r(>iled     in     llu*    revolutionary     contest.     Cailetou 

isibilitN'  seriousl\',  and    remained    at     .Montreal 


hcuu 


felt   his   re 


si)oi 


1<| 


jicsent   at    the   thsl    call   of   dut\-.      If  doubt    was    felt. 


ceftamty  was  ik 
ibl 


loUL 


lefeii'ed.     \\  itliin   ten  da)'s  fntni  the 


publication  ot   his  proelainalii 


111   on 


the  disfiijurenient  of  tin 


kiuj^'s  bust,  the  news  arrived  that  the  forts  rieonderoj^a  aiul 
("rown  I'oint,  on  lake  Champlaiii,  had  been  seized  by  the  forces 
(jf  conj^rcss,  and  that  a  detachment  had  reached  .Saint  John's 
to  cari)-  away  a  sloop  of  si.\  i;iins,  and  the  few  men  in  i  hai^i^e 
of  her.  The  intellit^enee  was  brought  to  Montreal  by  one 
.Moses  lla/en,  a  half-pay  officer,  who  afterwards  becaiiu^  a 
colonel  in  the  provincial  force.  It  was  the  signal  that  war  had 
coninienced  ;  a  war  the  more  thri'atiMiiiiLC  to  the  province  as  it 
was  (iuit(^  im])repaied  to  meet  it,  beinL;  denuded  ot  i;very 
element  of  defence.  It  looked  as  if  the  British  possession  of 
Canada  was  to  cease  in  a  few  weeks,  and  as  if  one  of  the 
earliest  triumphs  of  the  revolution  would  be,  the  dissevermeiit 
of  the  lately  ccjiistituted  province  from  its  connection  with 
the  empire, 

I'hat    Canada   safelv  weathered    this  temiie-^t  was  owinii  to 


the  enerLiV,  wisilcjin  and  calm  coma''e  of  the  govern 


or-m-( 


hief. 


who,  unfalteriii!.;'  in  his  own  devotion,  comimmicated  his  hii^h 
([ualities  to  those  around  him,  and  _L;allantl\-  girded  himself 
to  the  contest.  I.ookini^  in  the  face  the  dangers  which  on  all 
sides  threatened  to  overwhelm  the  cause  he  was  j-jresent  to 
<lefend,he  succeeded  in  triumphantly  overcoming;  them.  .Step 
by  step  he  llnally  drove  his  assailants  before  him,  until  in 
disoixler  they  abandoned  Canada,  never  a^ain  durinL;  that 
unha[)p)'  war  to  appear  in  the  })rovince  as  enemies. 
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Reference  to  the  (Jueliec  Act  heiiitr  only  possii)l(j  in  the  cities  vheie  good 
libraries  are  established,  I  have  considereil  it  riyht  to  |nil)lish  it  in  its  entirety. 
The  text  followed  is  from  the  copy  in  the  iiariiamcntary  library,  Ottawa,  "printed 
by  1'.  E.  Desbarais,  law  printer  to  the  King's  Most  J-Acelieiit  Majesty.  Quebec, 
l8oo." 

THE  QUKI'.i;C  ACT. 

Anno  Rkc.ni  i.'cimo  ijdario  Okokcii   III.  Kiu.is. 

ClIAl'TKK  I.WXIII, 

AN  ACT  for  making   more  effectual    I'rovi^ion  for  the  (lOvernmenl  of 
the  Province  of  Qu:/iiv  in  Xoi iJi  Aiiiohu. 
l>rciiiiil>le.  "Whereas   His   Majesty   by  His   Royal   Troclamalion  bearing  date 

the  seventh  day  of  October  in  the  third  year  of  his  rtign,  thought  fit 
to  declare  the  provisions  which  had  been  made  in  respect  to  certain 
countries,  territories,  .ind  islands  in  America,  ceded  to  his  Majesty  by 
the  definitive  treaty  of  peace,  concluded  at  Paris  on  the  tenlli  day  of 
I'ehruary  One  thousand  seven  hundred  and  sixty-three  :  And  whereas, 
by  the  arrangements  maiie  by  the  said  Royal  Proclamation,  a  very 
large  extent  of  country,  within  which  there  were  several  colonies  and 
settlements  of  the  subjects  of  1'" ranee,  who  claimed  to  remain  therein 
imder  the  faith  of  the  said  treaty,  was  left,  without  any  provision  being 
ni.ide  for  the  .administration  of  civil  government  theiein  ;  and  certain 
parts  of  the  territory  of  Canada,  where  sedentary  fisheries  had  been 
established  and  carried  on  by  the  subjects  of  France,  inhabitants  of 
the  said  Province  of  Canada,  under  grants  and  concessions  from  liie 
(Jovernment  thereof,  were  annexed  to  the  Covernment  of  Newfound- 
land, and  thereby  subjected  •(>  regulations  inconsistent  with  the  nature 
of  suth  fisheries  :" 

May  it  therefore  jilease  \'our  most  I'.xcellcnt  Majesty  that  it  m.iy  be 

enacted  ;  and   be  it  enacted  by  tl'.e  Kmg's  most  Excellent  Majesty,  by 

and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Lords  .Spiritual  and  Tem]ioral, 

and  Commons,  in  this  present  Parliament  asst'inbled,  and  by  the  author- 

Tlietcrriioru's.  ity  of  the  same,  that  all  the.  terriiories,  islands,  and  countries  in  North 

isl.iii.ls .111.1       America,   belonijing  to  the  C'lown  of  (Jreat    Hriiain.   bounded  on  the 

Cimlltrii's  ill  .T      ■ 

North Aiii.-riii  Soutli  by  a  line  from  the  Hay  of  Clialeurs,  along  the  high  lands  which 
'"■'""«""-''"     divide  the  livers  that  empty  themselves  into  the  River  Saint  Lawrence 

(ircat  llrit.iiii.  .  ■    ,      r   ii    •  i  ■         ■        e  .-  ,  .. 

from  those  winch  fall  mlo  the  sea,  to  a  pomt  m  lorly-five  degrees  of 
N(nlhern  latitude,  on  the  F'astern  Hank  of  the  River  Connecticut, 
keeping  the  same  latitude  directly  West,  through  the  Lake  C!hamplain, 
until,  in  the  same  latitude,  it  ineets  the  River  Saint  Lawrence;  from 
thence  up  the  Flaslern  bank  of  the  said  River  to  the  Lake  Ontario; 
thence  through  the  Lake  Ontario,  and  the  River  commonly  called 
Niagara  ;  and  thence  along  by  the  Eastern  and  .South  F^astern  bank 
of  Lake  l^rie,  following  the  said  bank,  until  the  same  shall  be  inter- 
sected   by   the    Northern    boundary,   granted    by  the   Charter  of  the 


ffi  i 
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I'loviiice  of  I'cnsylvania  [s/t]  in  inse  tlie  sanu;  shall  be  >o  intersected  ; 
anil  from  thence  alont;  the  said  Xorthern  and  We-tern  lionmlarics  of 
the  said  I'lovince,  until  the  said  Western  Bonn<laiy  stiike  the  Ohio; 
But  in  case  the  said  hank  of  the  saM  Lake  shall  not  he  found  to  he 
so  inter.-ected,  then  followinjj  the  said  baidv  until  it  shall  arrive  at  that 
point  of  the  said  hank  which  shall  he  nearest  to  the  North-weslern 
ani;Ie  of  the  said  i'lovince  of  I'ensylvania,  and  thence  by  a  riyht  line, 
to  the  said  Xorth-westei  11  arfjle  of  tlie  said  Province  ;  and  thence 
alont;  the  Western  l?oundary  of  the  said  I'rovince,  until  it  strike  the 
River  Oiiio  ;  and  aloiiL;  the  bank  of  the  said  River,  Westward,  to  the 
banks  of  the  Mississiii|)i,  ami  Xorlhward  to  the  Southern  lionndary  of 
the  Territory  granted  to  the  Merchants  Adventurers  of  I'.ni^land,  trading 
to  Hudson's  Hay;  and  also  all  such  Territories,  Islands,  and  Conntiies 
which  !iave,  since  the  tenth  of  h'ebrnary.  One  thousand  seven  hundred 
anil  sixty-three,  been  made  ]iart  of  the  (iovernnient  of  Newfoundland, 
he,  and  they  are  hereby,  durini;  his  Maje-ly's  pleasure,  ainiexed  to  and 
made  part  and  parcel  of  the  I'rovince  of  (Jueliec,  as  created  and 
established  by  the  said  Royal  Proclamation  of  the  seventh  of  October, 
one  thousand  -.even  huniire<l  and  sixty-three. 

II.  Provided  always,  that  iiothini^' herein  contained,  relative  to  the 
boundary  of  the  Province  of  (Quebec  shall  in  anywise  affect  the 
boundaries  of  any  other  Colony. 

III.  Provitled  always,  and  be  it  enacted,  thai  nothing  in  this  act 
contained  shall  extend,  or  be  construed  to  extend,  to  make  void,  or 
to  vary  or  alter  any  rii;lil,  title,  or  possession,  deiived  imder  any  grant, 
conveyance,  or  otherwise  howsoever,  of  or  to  any  lands  within  the  said 
province,  or  the  provinces  thereto  adioining  ;  but  that  the  same  shall 
remain  and  be  in  force,  and  have  cflect,  as  if  this  act  had  never  been 
made. 

"I\'.  And  whereas  the  iirovisio.is,  made  by  the  said  proclamation, 
in  respect  to  the  civil  government  of  the  said  ]irovince  of  (^)uebec.  and 
the  powers  and  authorities  given  to  the  ( iovernor  and  other  Civil 
Ofticers  of  the  said  ])rovince,  by  the  grants  and  commis>ir)ns  issued  in 
consequence  thereof,  have  been  found,  upon  experience,  to  be  inappli- 
cable to  the  state  and  circumstance  of  the  said  province,  the  inhabitants 
whereof  amounted,  at  the  concjuesl,  to  above  sixty-five  thousand  jjersons 
professing  the  religion  of  the  Church  of  Rome,  and  enjoying  an  estab- 
lished form  of  constitution  and  system  of  laws,  by  which  their  persons 
and  property  had  beei'  protected,  governed,  aufl  ordered,  for  a  long  series 
of  years,  from  the  first  establishment  of  the  said  |iroviitce  of  Canada;" 
he  it  therefore  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesai<l,  that  the  said 
proclamation,  so  far  as  the  same  relates  to  the  saiil  jirovince  of  (Quebec, 
and  the  commission  under  the  authority  whereof  the  government  of 
the  said  (irovince  is  at  present  administered,  and  all  and  every  the 
ordinance  and  ordinances,  made  by  the  (jovernor  and  Council  of 
•  Quebec  for  the  time  being,  relative  to  the  civil  government  and 
administration  of  justice  in  the  said  province,  and  all  commissions  to 
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Judges  and  other  Officers  thereof,  be,  ami  the  same  are  hereby  revoked, 
annulled,  and   made  void,   from  and  after  tlie  first  day  of  May,  One 
thousand  seven  lunuhed  and  seventy-five, 
"f       V.    "And  for  tlie  more  perfect  security  and  ease  of  the  minds  of  the 
,ue)G(,  inay     iiii,,.,),itanis   of,   the   said    province,"    it  is   hereby   declared,    that   his 
Kimisii  rili-      .Majesty's  su))jects,  professing  the  leligion  of  the  Ciuircii  of  Rome  of, 
gi'iii,  sui>jcct    jj,„|  j,j  ,j,g  j.j|jj|  province  of  (.)uebec,  may  have,  hold,  and  enjoy,  the 

to  the  kiriKs  .  *^  '-  "''  '         ,., 

supremacy  as  l^''^^  exercise  of  the  religion  of  the  C'luirth  of  Rome,  subject  to  the 
liy  Act  I  niiz.   King's  supremacy,  declared  and  established  by  an  act,  made  in  the  first 

year   of  the   reign   of  (^ueen    Elizabeth,  over   all    the  dominions  and 

cour.tries  which  then  did,  or  thereafter  should  belong,  to  the  Imperial 
an.i  the  etc  rtfy  Crown  of  this  Realm;  and  that  the  Clergy  of  the  said  Church  may 
.icc'ustoint'ii  lioI^'>  receive,  and  enjoy,  their  accustomed  dues  and  rights,  with 
dues  respect  to  such  persons  only  as  shall  profess  the  said  Religion. 

Provision  may  VI.  Provided  nevertheless,  that  it  shall  be  lawful  for  his  Majesty, 
uijo-ltv  fi,r"^  '''**  heirs  or  successors,  to  make  such  provision  out  of  the  rest  of  the  said 
the sup|>.irt  <if  accustomed  dues  and  right.s,  for  the  encouragement  of  the  Protestant 
the I'roteM.aiit  ].^^,ij^io„^  ^„,(  for  the  maintenance  and  support  of  a  Protestant  Clergy, 

within  the  said  |)iovince,  as  he  or  they  .'■hail  from  time  to  time,  thiidc 

necessary  and  expedient. 
Nopcrsi.a  VII.    Providtd  always,  and  be  it  enacted,  lliat  no  person,  professing 

r.'i'isr'rr  "  ''"^  Religion  of  the  Churc'i  of  Rome,  and  residing  ni  the  said  province, 
giciii oiiiiKuii     shall  be  obliged  to  lake  the  oath  refpiired  by  the  said  statute  passed  in 


to  take  the 
oath  of 


Tlie  Oath. 


the  first  ye.-ir  of  the  reign  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  or  any  other  oaths 
I  Hlii.ahetli ;  subsliluted  by  any  other  Act  in  the  place  therff)f ;  but  that  every  such 
i.iittot.ake  peison  wlio,  by  the  said  statute,  is  required  to  lake  the  oath  therein 
(;overiior,,'(.c., 'i>e"lio""-'''' ''>'i"  ''C  obliged,  and  is  hereby  required,  to  take  and  sub- 
the  foii.wiiij;  scribe  the  following  oath  befme  the  (lovernor,  or  such  other  person 
in  such  Couii  of  Record,  as  his  .Mnifsty  shall  app<  int,  who  are  hereby 
authorized  lo  administer  the  same  Ti'iMiW/ : 

"  I.,  A.  15.,  do  sincerely  ])ri>niise  and  swear,  that  I  will  be  faithful, 
and  bear  true  allegiance  to  his  .Majesly  King  Cieorge,  and  him,  will 
defend  to  the  utmost  of  my  power,  against  all  traitorous  conspiracies 
and  attenqits  whalsoe'. »r,  which  shall  be  made  against  his  Person, 
Crown,  and  Dignity,  and  I  will  do  my  utmost  endeavour  to  disclose 
and  make  known  to  his  Majesty,  Ins  Heirs  and  Successors,  all  treasons, 
aiul  traitorous  conspiracies,  and  attempts,  which  I  shall  know  to  be 
against  him  or  any  of  them  ;  ami  all  this  I  do  swear  without  any 
equivocation,  mental  evasion,  or  secret  reservation,  and  renouncing  all 
Pardons   and    Dispensations   from  any   Power  or   Per.son  whomsoever 


to  the  contrary." 


"  So  help  me  (ioi)." 


I'crsois  reius-  ^|n\  every  such  peison,  who  shall  neglect  or  refiise  to  lake  the  said  oath 
1"'^'   '.'',  "..  '  before-menlioned, shall  incuraml  be  liable  to  the  same  iienallies,  forfeit- 

Ite  sunjcct  to  '  t  ' 

tiio penalties    uies,  disabilities,  and  inca|.acities,  as  he  would  have  incurred  and  been 
by  Act  I  u\tz.  ii_.,|,](j  lo  fi,|-  iH-glecting  or  refiising  to  take  the  oath  required  by  the  said 
St.Tiiite  passetl  in  the  first  year  of  the  reign  of  (^ueen  Elizabeth. 
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VIII.   And  he  it  further  enacted,  hy  the  authority  aforesaid  that  all  '|''  M.ijc-stys 
his  Majesty's  Canadian  subjects  within  the   province   of  Quebec,  the  sui.jects 
religious  Orders  and  Communities  only  excepted,  may  also  hold  and  irciiuinns 
enjoy  their  property  and    possessions,   totjether  with  all  customs   and"'^'"'' 
usages   relative   thereto,   and    all  other  their  civil  rights  in  as    large,  may  hold ,iii 
ample,  and  beneficial  manner,  as  if  the  said  |)roclamation,  commissions,  ''"^''' 

,.  1       1  .  I  •  III  ,  ,         possessions, 

ordmances,  and  other  acts  and  mstrunients,  had  not  been  made,  antl  as  j^^ 

may  consist  with  their  allegiance  to  his  M.ajesly,  and  subjection  to  the 

Crown  and  Parliament  of  (Ireat  Britain;  and  ih,.t,  in  all  matters  of  Ami  in  [natters 

controversy,  relative  to  property  and  civil  rights,  resort  shall  be  had  to  "' '^"'"""'""*'' 

•^ '    ^  11/  ,    .  resort  to  lie 

the  laws  of  Canada,  as  the  rule  for  the  decision  of  the  same  ;  and  all  ImiI  to  the  laws 
causes  that  shall  hereafter  be  instituted  in  any  of  the  Courts  of  Justice,  "' < '"I'l'ii  fnr 

,.,.  ,-.  1  .,  .  ,,-**•"  ,.     '''*^  decision. 

to  be  appomteil  within  and  for  the  said  province  by  Ins  Majesty,  his 
heirs  and  successors,  shall,  with  respect  to  such  property  and  rights,  be 
determined  agreeably  to  the  said  laws  and  customs  of  Canada,  until 
they  shall  be  varied  or  altered  by  any  ordinances,  that  shall  from  time 
to  time  be  [lassed  in  the  said  province  by  the  Covernor,  Lieutenant 
(jovernor,  or  Conimaiuler-in-Cliief,  for  the  time  being,  by  and  with 
the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Legislative  Council  of  the  same,  to  be 
appointed  in  manner  hereinafter  mentioned. 

IX.  Provided  always,  that  nothing  in  this  act  contained  .shall  ^'""" '^''"='"' 
extend,  or  be  construed  to  extend,  to  any  lands  that  have  been  granted  „j.|nn.,i  i,vhis 
by  his  Majesty,  or  siiall  hereafter  be  granted  by  his  Majesty,  his  heirs  Mij^-siy in 

1  .      I       1      1  1         •      r  1  coinnmn 

and  successors,  to  be  liolden  111  tree  and  common  soccaije. 

^  sotcaKc- 

X.  Provided  also,  That  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  to  and  for  every  owmr  of 
person  that  is  owner  of  any  lands,  iroods,  or  credit,  in  the  said  iirovince,  «'""''•  '"■'>' 

.  •  ,  ■         1         1  ■  alii-nate  the 

and   that  has  a  right   to  alienate  the  said    lands,  goods,   or  credit,   in  ^ame  by  win. 
his   or  her  lifetime,    by  deed  of   sale,  gift,   or  otherwise,  to  devise  or  ■s.':- 
betpiealh  the  same  at  his  or  her   death,   by  his  or  her    last  will  and 
testament  ;  any  law,  usage,  or  custom,  heretofore  or  now  prevailing  in 
the  province,  to  the  contrary  hereof  in  any-wise  not'.vithstanding  ;  such  ifexecutcd 
will  beinc  executed,  either  accordiutr  to  the  laws  of  Canada,  or  accord-  '',''","^  '"'^," 

0  '  "  '  the  laws  of 

ing  to  the  forms  prescribed  by  the  laws  of  hjigland.  Canada. 

"XL   And  whereas  the  certainty  ami  lenity  of  the  Criminal  Law  criminal  law 
of  KiiLdand,  and  the  benefits  and  advanlasjes  resulting  from  the  use  of!'     '•"*i/""  '" 

"  ^  rr,  r>  i,e  coiitinuetl 

it,  have  been  sensibly  felt  by  the  iiihabilaiits,  from  an  experience  of  in  the 
more  than  nine  years,  tluring  which  it  has  been  uniformly  adminis- 1"°>""^=- 
tered,"  be  it  therefore  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That 
the  same  shall  continue  to  be  adminislered  and  shall  be  observed  as 
law  in  the  province  of  Quebec,  as  well  in  the  description  and  ipialiiy 
of  the  offence  as  in  the  method  of  ])rosecution  and  trial  ;  and  the 
]iunishments  an<l  forfeitures  thereby  inllicted  to  the  exchiNion  of  every 
other  rule  of  Criminal  Law,  or  mode  of  proceeding  thereon,  which  did 
or  might  prevail  in  the  said  jjiovince  before  the  year  of  our  Lord  One 
thousand  seven  luindred  and  sixty-four;  anylliing  in  this  Act  to  the 
contrary  thereof  in  any  re-^pect  notwithstanding  ;  subject  nevertheless 
to   such    alterations    and    amendments    as   the    Covernor,   L'eutennrit 
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Governor,  or  Commander-in-Cliief  for  the  lime  being,  by  and  witli  tlie 
advice  and  consent  of  tlie  Legislative  Council  of  the  said  province, 
hereafter  to  be  appointed,  shall,  from  time  to  time,  cause  to  be  made 
therein,  in  maimer  herein-after  directed. 

"XII.  And  whereas  it  may  be  necessary  to  ordain  many  refjulations 
for  the  future  welfare  and  good  government  of  the  province  of  Quebec, 
the  occasions  of  which  cannot  now  be  foreseen,  nor,  without  much  delay 
and  inconvenience,  be  ])rovi(led  for,  without  intrusting  that  aulhtjrity, 
for  a  certain  time,  and  under  proper  restrictions,  to  persons  resident 
there.  And  whereas  it  is  at  present  inexpeilieni  to  call  an  Assembly  ;" 
be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  it  siiall  and  may 
be  lawful  for  his  Majesty,  his  heirs  and  successors,  by  warrant,  under 
his  or  their  .Signet  or  .Sign  Mainml,  and  with  the  advice  of  the  I'rivy 
Council,  to  constitute  and  appoint  a  Council  for  the  afTairs  of  the 
jirovince  of  Quebec,  to  consist  of  such  persons  resident  there,  not 
exceeding  twenty-three  nor  less  than  seventeen,  as  his  M.ijesty,  his 
heirs  and  successors,  shall  be  pleased  to  ajipoint  ;  and,  upon  the  death, 
removal,  or  absence  of  any  of  the  members  of  the  said  Council,  in  like 
manner  to  constitute  and  appoint  such  and  so  many  other  person  or 
persons  as  shall  be  neccessary  to  supply  the  vacancy  or  vacancies  ; 
which  Council,  so  appointed  and  nominated,  or  the  major  part  thereof, 
shall  have  power  and  authority  to  make  Ordinances  for  the  |ieace, 
welfare,  and  good  (iovernment,  of  the  said  ]irovince,  with  the  consent 
of  his  M.ijesly's  (lovernor,  or,  in  his  absence,  of  the  Lieutenant 
Covernf)r,  or  Commamier-in-Chief  for  the  time  being. 

Xin.  rrovided  always.  That  nothing  in  this  .'\ct  contained  shall 
extend  to  authorize  or  impower  the  said  Legislative  Council  to  lay  any 
taxes  or  duties  within  the  said  province,  such  rates  and  taxes  only 
excepted  as  the  inhabitants  of  any  town  or  district  within  the  said 
province  may  be  authorized  by  the  said  Council  to  assess,  levy,  and 
apply,  within  the  said  town  or  district,  for  the  jjurpose  of  making 
roads,  erecting  and  repairing  public  buildings,  or  for  any  other  purpose 
respecting  the  local  convenience  and  tjeconomy  of  such  town  or  district. 
XIV.  Provided  also, 'and  be  it  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid. 
That  every  Ordinance  so  to  be  made,  shall,  within  six  months,  be 
transmitted  by  the  Governor,  or,  in  his  absence,  by  the  Lieutenant 
Governor,  or  Commander-in-Chief  for  the  time  being,  and  laid  before 
his  Majesty  for  his  Royal  apinobation  ;  and  if  his  Majesty  shall  think 
."it  to  disallow  thereof ;  the  same  shall  cease  and  be  void  from  the  time 
that  his  Majesty's  Order  in  Council  thereupon  shall  be  promulgated  at 
Quebec. 

XV.  I'rovided  also.  That  no  Ordinance  touching  Religion,  or  by 
which  any  punishment  may  be  inflicted  greater  than  fine  or  imprison- 
ment for  three  months,  shall  be  of  atiy  force  or  eflect,  until  the  same 
shall  have  received  his  Majesty's  approbation. 


1 774 1 


TIIK    (UMlliKC    ACT. 


261 


XVI.  rroviik'd  also,  That  no  Onlinanci;  shall  he  passed  at  any 
meeting  of  the  Council  where  less  than  a  majoriiy  of  the  whole  council 
is  ])iesent,  oral  any  time  except  between  the  first  day  of  January  and 
the  fust  day  of  May,  unless  upon  some  uri;ent  occasion,  in  which  case 
every  member  thereof  resilient  in  Quehec,  or  wiihin  fifty  miles  thereof, 
shall  he  ])ersonally  summoned  hy  the  (Governor,  or,  in  his  absence, 
by  ihe  Lieutenant  (iovernor,  or  Commander-in-Chief  for  the  time 
heinij,  to  attend  the  same. 

XVII.  And  he  it  further  enacted  by  the  aulhority  aforesaid.  That 
nothing  herein  contanied  shall  extend,  or  l)e  toiislrued  to  extend,  to 
prevent  or  hinder  his  Majesty,  his  heirs  and  succcN-ors,  hy  his  or  their 
Letlei.s  I'atent  under  the  (Jreat  Seal  of  (Jroal  Britain,  from  erecting, 
constituting,  and  appointing,  such  courts  of  criminal,  civil,  and  ecclesi- 
astical jurisdiction  within  and  for  the  said  jjrovince  of  (Jiiehec,  and 
ai)poinling,  from  time  to  time,  the  Judges  and  Officers  thereof,  as  his 
Majesty,  his  heirs  and  succes>ors,  shall  think  necessary  and  proper  for 
the  circumstances  of  the  said  province. 

XV^III.  Provided  always,  and  it  is  hereby  enacted.  That  nothing  in 
this  Act  contained  shall  extend,  or  be  construed  to  extend,  to  repeal  or 
ni.Tke  void,  within  the  said  province  of  Quebec,  any  Act  or  Acts  of  the 
rarlianienl  of  Great  liritain  heretofoie  made,  for  prohibiting,  restrain- 
ing or  regulating,  Ihe  trade  or  commerce  of  his  Majesty's  Colonies  and 
Plantations  in  America  ;  but  that  all  and  every  the  said  Acts,  and  also 
all  Acts  of  I'arlianient  heretofore  made  concerning  or  n  |  ecting  the 
said  Colonies  and  Plantations,  shall  be,  and  are  hereby  declared  to  be 
in  force,  wiihin  the  said  Province  of  Quebec,  and  every  jjart  thereof. 
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ADDRKSS  OF  THE  OKN'KRAL  CONCRKSS  TO  TirK  INHAIUTANTS 
OF  TlIK  I'ROVIXCE  OF  (^UEliKC. 

"  Friends  and  Fei.i.ow-suhjhcts, 

"We,  the  delegates  of  the  colonies  of  Ne\v-I  [anipsliiie,  Massachusetts  I!ay, 
Riiode  Island,  and  Providence  I'lanialions,  Connecticut,  New  York,  New-Jersey, 
rennsylvania,  the  connties  of  Ni^wcastlc,  Kent  and  Sussev  on  the  Delaware, 
Maryland,  Virj^inia,  North-Carolina,  and  South-Carolina,  deputed  liy  the  inhabi- 
tants of  the  said  C"olonies,  to  represent  them  in  a  general  congress  at  I'liiladelphia, 
in  the  province  of  i'v.'nnsylvania,  to  consult  together  of  the  best  methods  to  obtain 
redress  of  our  artlicling  grievances,  having  accordingly  assembled,  and  taken  into 
our  most  serious  consideration  the  state  of  public  affairs  on  this  continent,  have 
thought  proper  lo  a<ldress  your  jirovince,  as  a  member  llierein  deejily  interested. 

"  When  the  fortune  of  war,  after  a  gallant  and  glorious  resistance,  had  incorpo- 
rated you  with  the  body  of  I'Jiglish  subjects,  we  rejoiced  in  the  truly  valuable 
addition,  both  on  our  own  and  your  account  ;  expecting,  as  courage  and  generosity 
are  naturally  united,  om-  brave  enemies  wtmld  become  our  hearty  frit^nds,  and  tliat 
the  Divine  Heing  would  bless  to  you  the  dispensations  of  his  over-nding  I'rovi- 
dence,  by  securing  to  you  and  your  latest  posterity  the  inestimable  advantages  of 
a  free  English  constitution  of  government,  which  it  is  the  privilege  of  all  F^nglish 
subjects  to  enjoy. 

"These  hopes  were  confirmed  by  the  King's  ]iroclamation,  issued  in  the  year 
1763,  plighting  the  public  faith  for  your  full  enjoyment  of  those  advantages. 

"  Little  did  we  imagine  that  any  succeeding  ministers  would  so  audaciously 
and  cruelly  abuse  the  royal  authority,  as  to  withhold  from  you  the  fruition  of  the 
irrevocable  rights,  to  which  you  were  thus  justly  entitled. 

'■  But  since  we  have  lived  to  see  the  unexpected  time,  when  ministers  of  this 
flagitious  temper  have  dared  to  violate  the  most  sacred  compacts  and  obligations, 
and  as  you,  educated  under  another  form  of  government,  have  artfully  been  kept 
from  discovering  the  unspeakable  worth  of  that  form  you  are  now  undoubtedly 
entitled  to,  we  esteem  it  our  duty,  for  the  weighty  reasons  hereinafter  mentioned, 
to  explain  to  you  some  of  its  most  important  branches. 

"'  In  every  human  society,  (says  the  celebrated  Marcjuis  Reccaria)  there  is  an 
effort  continually  tending  to  confer  on  one  jiart  the  height  of  power  and  happines-, 
and  to  reduce  the  other  to  the  extreme  of  weakne.ss  and  misery.  The  intent  of 
good  laws  is  to  oppose  this  effort,  and  to  diffuse  their  influence  universally  and 
equally.' 

"Rules  stimulated  by  this  ]iernicious  'effort,'  and  subjects,  animated  by  the 
just  'intent  of  opposing  good  laws  against  it,'  have  occasioned  that  vast  variety  of 
events,  that  fill  the  histories  of  so  many  nations.  All  these  histories  demonstrate 
the  truth  of  this  simple  position,  that  to  live  by  the  will  of  one  man,  or  set  of  men, 
is  the  production  of  misery  to  all. 

"On  the  solid  foundation  of  this  principle,  l'2nglishmen  reared  up  the  fabric  of 
their  constitution  with  such  a  streiiglh,  as  for  ages  to  defy  time,  tyranny,  treachery, 
internal  and  foreign  wars  :  and  as  an  illns'riins  .Tulhor*  of  vour  nnlion.  hereafter 
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iiientioncd,  olisci  vi-s,  '  Tlicy  fjavc  the  people  of  their  colonies  the  form  of  their 
own  yoveininenl,  and  this  fjovernmcnl  ciiiiyin};  prosperity  along  witii  it  they  liave 
yrown  (;real  naiion-.  in  the  forests  they  were  sent  to  iiihaliit.' 

"  In  this  form  llie  llrst  i^rand  riglit  is,  tiiat  of  tiie  people  havini,'  a  share  in  tlieir 
own  government,  by  their  rejiresenlalives,  ciioseii  hy  themselves,  and  in  con 
se(|iience  of  being  nded  by  laws  which  they  themselves  iii)prove,  not  by  edicts  of 
men  over  whom  they  have  no  control.  I'hi^  is  a  biiKvark  surroiniding  and  defend- 
ing their  property,  which  by  ihcir  honest  cares  and  labours  they  have  acquired,  so 
that  no  portions  of  it  can  legally  be  taken  from  them,  but  with  their  own  full  and 
free  consent,  when  they  in  t'  m  judgment  deem  it  just  and  necessaiy  to  give  them 
for  public  services  :  ai\i'.  precisely  direct  the  easiest,  cheapest,  and  most  ecptal 
methods,  in  which  they  shall  be  collected. 

"The  iniluence  of  this  right  extends  >,lill  farther.  If  money  is  wanted  by 
ruler.s,  who  hive  in  any  manner  oppressed  the  jieople,  they  may  retain  it,  until 
their  grievances  are  re(hessed  ;  and  thus  peaceaidy  procure  relief,  wilhcml  trusting 
to  des])ised  petitions,  or  disturbing  the  ]iublic  tran(|uility. 

"The  next  great  right  is  that  of  trial  by  jury.  'I'his  provides,  that  neither 
life,  liberty,  nor  property  can  be  taken  fiom  the  |io>sessor,  until  twelve  of  hi^ 
unexceptionable  countrymen  and  peers,  of  his  vicinage,  who  from  their  neighbour- 
hood may  reasonably  be  su|)posed  to  be  actpiained  with  his  character,  and  the 
characters  of  the  witnesses,  upon  a  fair  trial,  and  full  eni|uir)',  face  to  face,  in  o|)en 
court,  before  as  many  of  the  peojile  as  choose  to  attend,  shall  pass  their  sentence 
upon  oath  against  him  ;  a  sentence  that  cannot  injure  him,  without  injuring  their 
own  reputation,  and  probably  their  interest  also  ;  as  the  ipiestion  may  turn  on 
poinl.s  that,  in  some  degree,  concern  the  general  welfare  :  and  if  it  does  not,  their 
verdict  may  form  a  precedent,  that,  on  a  similar  tiial  of  their  own,  may  militate 
against  tlieni. 

"  Another  right  relates  merely  to  the  liberty  of  the  person.  If  a  subject  is 
seized  and  imprisoned,  though  by  order  of  government,  he  may,  by  virtue  of  this 
right,  immediately  obtain  a  writ,  termed  a  Habeas  Corpus,  from  a  judge,  whose 
sworn  tluly  it  is  to  grant  it,  and  thereu|)on  procure  any  illegal  restraint,  to  be 
iliiickly  enipiired  into  and  redressed. 

"A  fourth  right  is,  that  of  holding  lands  by  the  tenure  of  easy  rents,  and  not 
by  rigorous  and  o|)pressive  services,  frequently  forcing  the  posse.s.sors  from  their 
families  and  their  business,  to  perform  what  ought  to  be  done,  in  all  well  regulated 
slates,  by  men  hired  for  tiie  purpose. 

"  Tlie  last  right  we  shall  mention,  regards  the  fiecdom  of  the  press.  The 
importance  of  this  consists,  besides  the  advancement  of  truth,  science  and  morality, 
and  arts  in  general,  in  its  difTusion  of  lil)eral  sentiments  on  the  administration  of 
government,  its  ready  communication  of  thoughts  between  subjects,  and  its  conse- 
iiuential  jtromotion  of  union  among  them,  whereby  opjiressive  oflicers  are  shamed 
or  inti;nidated  into  more  honourable  and  just  modes  ol  conducting  afl'airs. 

"These  are  the  invaluable  rights  that  form  a  considerable  jjart  of  our  mild 
system  of  government  :  that  sending  its  ecpiitable  energy  through  all  ranks  and 
classes  of  men,  defends  the  poor  from  the  rich,  the  weak  from  the  poweiful,  the 
industrious  from  the  rapacious,  the  peaceable  from  the  violent,  the  tenants  Irom 
the  lords,  and  all  from  their  suiieriors. 
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"These  are  the  rights,  without  wliich  a  people  CAiinot  be  free  and  happy,  ami 
under  tiie  proleclir.n  ;ind  eucouragin^  inlhience  of  which,  these  culouies  iiave 
hitlierlo  so  ania/.intjly  ll(>uiisln;d  and  iuirensfil.  These  are  the  rii^iits  a  protligate 
ministry  are  now  striving,  hy  force  of  arms,  to  ravish  from  us,  and  wiiich  we  are, 
with  one  mind,  rt'solvcd  never  to  resign  but  witii  our  lives. 

"  Tiiese  are  tiie  riglits  you  an;  entitled  to,  and  ought  at  this  nionient  in  per- 
fection to  exercise.  And  what  is  offered  to  yoit  by  the  late  act  of  parliament  in 
their  place  ?  Liberty  of  conscience  in  your  religion  ?  No.  God  gave  it  to  you; 
and  the  temporal  jiowers  with  which  you  have  been  and  r.re  connected  firmly 
stipulated  for  your  enjoymenl  of  ii.  If  liiws  divine  and  human,  coidd  secure  it 
against  the  despotic  capacities  of  wicked  men,  it  was  secured  before.  Are  the 
French  laws  in  civil  cases  restored  ?  It  seems  so.  Hut  observe  the  cautious  kind- 
ness of  the  ministers  who  jirelend  to  be  your  benefactors.  The  words  of  tlie 
statute  are,  that  those  '  laws  shall  be  the  rule,  until  they  shall  be  varied,  or 
altered  by  any  ordinances  of  the  governor  and  council.'  Is  the  '  cerlainty  and 
lenily  of  the  criminal  law  of  ICngland,  and  its  benefits  and  advantages.'  commended 
in  the  sai<l  statute,  and  said  to  'have  been  sensii)ly  felt  by  you,'  secured  to  you 
and  your  descendants?  No.  They  too  are  subject  to  arbitrary  'alterations'  by 
the  governor  and  council  ;  and  a  power  is  expressly  reserved  of  '  appointing  such 
courts  of  criminal,  civil,  and  ecclesi.aslical  juiisdiction,  as  .shall  be  thought  proper.' 
.Such  is  the  precarious  tenure  of  mere  will,  by  which  you  hold  your  lives  and 
religion. 

"The  crown  and  its  ministers  are  empowered,  as  far  as  they  c  iiic  b-  by 
parliament,  to  establish  even  the  iiiipiisilioii  itself  among  you.  Have  V'U  an 
asseml)ly  composed  of  worthy  men  elected  by  yourselves,  and  in  whom  y  u  can 
confide,  to  make  laws  for  you,  to  watcli  over  your  welfare,  and  to  direct  in  what 
quantity,  and  in  what  manner  your  money  shall  be  taken  from  you  ?  No.  The 
power  of  making  laws  for  you  is  lodged  in  ihe  governor  and  council,  all  of  them 
dependent  upon,  and  rcuioveal)le  at  the  pLiisure  of  a  minister. — Hesides,  another 
late  statute,  made  without  your  consent,  has  subjected  yon  to  the  imposition  of 
excise,  the  horror  of  all  free  states  ;  they  wresting  your  property  from  you  by  the 
most  odious  taxes,  and  laying  o|)en  to  insolent  tax-gatherers,  houses  the  scenes  of 
domestic  peace  and  comfort,  and  called  the  castles  of  Knglish  subjects  in  the  books 
of  their  laws.  And  in  the  very  act  for  altering  your  government,  and  intended  to 
llatter  you,  you  are  not  authorised  to  'assess,  levy,  or  apply  any  rates  and  taxes, 
but  for  the  inferior  purposes  of  inakiiig  rnni/s,  and  erecting  and  repairing  public 
buildings,  or  for  other  local  conveniences,  within  your  respective  towns  and  dis- 
tricts.' Why  this  degrading  ilistinction  ?  Ought  not  the  jjroperty  honestly 
acquired  by  Canadians  {o  be  held  as  sacreil  as  thai  of  Englishmen  ?  Have  not 
Canadians  sense  enough  to  attend  to  any  other  public  aflairs.  than  gathering  stones 
from  one  place  and  Jiiling  them  up  in  another?  I'nhappy  |)eopIe  !  who  are  not 
only  injured,  but  insulted.  Nay  more  !  —  With  such  a  superlative  contempt  of 
your  understanding  and  s]iirit  has  an  insolent  ministry  presumed  to  think  of  you, 
our  respectable  fellow-subjects,  according  to  the  information  we  have  received, 
as  firmly  to  persuade  themselves  that  your  gratitude,  for  the  injuries  and  insults 
they  have  recently  offered  to  yon,  will  engage  you  to  take  up  arms,  and  render 
yourselves  the  ridicule  and  detestation  of  the  world,  by  becoming  tools,  in  their 
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hands,  to  assisl  ilieiii  in  takiiij^  tliat  fieeiloin  fioiii  //(,  wliicli  iliey  liave  treaclieroiisly 
denied  lo  j'ou  ;  llic  unav(ii(lal)k' (•oiistMnieiicc  of  wliu'li  aiicm|)l,  if  MlC(•t■^sflll,  wcniKl 
1)6  llie  fxlinclion  of  all  liopcs  of  you  or  yoiii  ]ioslciiiy  beiiij;  cvlt  it-slou'd  to 
fieedoiii  :  for  idiolcy  itself  cannot  hc-iifve,  lliat,  when  llicir  drudgery  is  pcTloinieil, 
they  will  treat  you  wiih  less  cruelly  than  they  have  us,  who  are  o(  ihe  suue  Mood 
with  theuisclves. 

•'  What  would  your  counlryinan,  the  immortal  MonltSi/uitii,  have  said  to  such  a 
plan  of  ,  umtnntion,  as  has  been  framed  for  you?  I  lear  his  wtnds,  with  an  intense- 
ness  of  tiiouijht  suited  to  the  importance  of  the  suhjecl.  — "  In  a  free  slate,  every 
man,  who  is  supjiosed  a  free  aj,'ent,  ought  lo  be  coincrncU  in  his  own  giK'ttiniu'iit  ; 
therefore  the  Ifgis/alii't'  should  reside  in  llie  whole  body  of  the  /'i'O/'lt',  or  their 
7'e/>irseitt<ili7YS.'  ''Vhc  ijolitical  liberty  of  the  subject  is  ,i  /raiii/iiiii/y  of  mind, 
arisinj;  from  the  p'li'on  each  person  has  of  his  safely.  In  order  to  have  this 
liberty,  it  is  re<|uisite  the  "overnment  be  so  constituted,  that  one  man  need  not  be 
afraid  of  another.  When  the  |)ower  o{  making  laws,  and  the  power  o{  ,:v:rii/i/ig 
them,  are  uniled  in  the  same  |)erson,  or  in  the  same  body  of  magistrates,  there 
<an  be  no  liheity ;  because  apprehensions  may  arise,  lest  the  same  mouaveh  or 
senate  should  enact  tyrannical  l&ws,  to  execute  them  in  a  tyrannical  manner.' 

"' The  power  of /'//i4'//'.4' s'lO"'''  be  e.\ercised  liy  persons  taken  from  the  body 
of  the  people,  at  certain  times  of  the  year,  and  pursuan^  to  a  form  and  manner 
])rescribed  by  law.  Theie  is  no  liberty,  if  the  power  of  fudging  \w  not  sepanited 
from  the  legislative  and  exeeutiz'e  powers.' 

"'  Military  men  iielong  to  a  profession  which  may  be  useful,  but  is  ojten 
dangerous." The  enjoyment  of  liberty,  and  even  its  support  and  preservation, 
consists  in  every  man's  being  allowed  to  speak  his  thoughts,  and  lay  open  his 
sentiments.' 

"  Apply  these  decisive  maxims,  sanclioned  by  the  authority  of  a  name  which 
all  I'anope  reveres,  to  your  own  slate.  Vou  have  a  governor,  it  m.iy  lie  urged, 
vested  with  the  executive  jxiwers,  or  the  powers  of  administration.  In  him,  and 
in  your  council,  is  lodged  the  power  of  making  laivs.  \'ou  have  jiiiiges,  who  are 
to  r/fc/V/t' every  cause  afl'ecting  your  lives,  liberty  or  property.  Here  is,  indeed, 
an  appearance  of  ihe  several  powers  being  separated  and  distributed  into  di(l'erent 
hands,  for  checks  one  upon  another,  the  only  elTectual  mode  ever  invented  by  the 
wit  of  men,  to  promote  their  freedom  and  prosperity.  Hut  .scorning  lo  l)e  illuded 
by  a  tinselled  outside,  and  exerting  the  naluial  sagacity  of  I'lenchnien,  examine 
the  specious  device,  and  you  will  find  it.  louse  an  expression  of  Holy  Writ,  'a 
painted  sepulchre,'  for  jjurying  your  lives,  liberly  and  property. 

"  Vour  y//<4('.i,  and  your  legislative  council,  as  it  is  called,  are  dependent  on 
'^owx  governor  M\i\  he  is  dependent  on  the  servant  of  the  crown  in  Clreat  Biilain. 
The  legislative,  executive,  and  judging  powers  are  all  moved  by  the  nods  of  a 
minister.  Privileges  and  immunities  last  no  longer  than  his  smiles.  When  he 
frowns,  their  feeble  forms  dissolve.  Such  a  treacherous  ingenuity  has  been 
exerted  in  drawing  up  the  code  lately  offered  you,  that  every  sentence  beginning 
with  a  benevolent  pretension,  concludes  with  a  destructive  :  and  the  substance 
of  the  whole 


enl    pretension,   conciuiies  wilii  a  destructive  :  anil  the  s 
ivesteil  of  its  smooth  words,  is  — lliat   the  crown  and   its 


minister 


shall  be  as  absolute  throughout  your  extended  province,  as  the  despots  of  Asia 
and  Africa.     What  can  protect  your  properly  from  taxing  edicts,  and  the  rapacity 
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»>f  necessitous  and  cruel  masteri)  ?  ymir  peisons  fnmi  li'ltiy<  dt'  carhd^  K'^"'*^* 
(lungeons,  auil  oiipicssivc  service?  your  lives  aud  neiier.il  lilieily  from  arhi- 
trary  ami  uiifecliiijj  rulers?  We  defy  you,  c.istiuj;  your  view  upou  every  side, 
to  discover  a  single  circumstance,  promlMiiij^  from  any  <|uarter  the  faintest  hope 
of  liberty  to  you  or  your  posterity,  hut  from  an  eiiliie  nloptioii  into  tlie  union 
of  these  colonics. 

"  What  advice  would  the  truly  (»real  ni;iii  licf'irc  menti()ne<l,  that  a  Ivocate  of 
freedom  and  humaniiy,  (;ive  you,  was  he  ikAv  livini;,  and  knew  that  we,  your 
numerous  and  powerful  nei^'hliours,  aiiiinate<l  hy  a  just  love  of  our  invade  1  rij^hls, 
and  united  hy  the  indissoluble  ban  Is  of  afTjction  an  1  interest,  called  upon  you,  by 
every  obli.^aliou  of  rv.L;ard  for  yourselves  and  your  children,  as  we  now  do,  to  jr)in 
us  in  our  iij;hleous  contest,  to  make  a  common  cause  with  us  therein,  and  to  take 
a  noble  cliance  of  einerf^iu;^  from  a  huiniliitinfj  subjection  un<ler  governors, 
inlendants,  and  military  tyrants,  into  the  lirm  rank  and  condition  of  iuii^lish 
freemen,  whose  custom  it  is,  derived  from  their  ancestors,  to  make  those  tremble 
who  dare  to  think  of  m.ikiaj;  them  miserable. 

"  WoiiM  not  this  be  the  |iurport  of  his  address?  'Seize  the  opportunity 
presented  to  you  by  Providence  itself.  Vou  have  been  cou(|uered  into  lil)erly,  if 
you  act  as  you  oiiijht.  This  work  is  not  of  man.  Vou  are  a  small  people,  com- 
pared to  those  who  with  open  aims  invite  you  into  a  fellowship.  A  uiomenl's 
reflection  slioidd  convince  you  which  will  be  most  for  your  interest  and  happiness, 
to  have  all  the  rest  of  North  Ameiica  your  unalterable  friends,  or  your  inveterate 
enemies.  The  injuries  of  Hoston  have  roused  aud  associated  every  colony,  from 
Nova  Scotia  to  (ieorj^ia.  ^■our  province  is  tlij  only  link  lliil  is  wantiii;^  to  com- 
plete the  bright  and  strom;  chain  of  uiii  )n.  Nature  has  joined  your  country  to 
theirs.  Do  you  join  your  political  interests.  l''or  their  own  sakes  they  never  will 
<leserl  or  betray  you.  lie  assured  tint  the  happiness  of  a  people  inevitably 
<lei)enils  on  their  liberty,  aud  their  spirit  to  assert  it.  The  value  and  extent  of  the 
advantages  tendered  to  you  are  immense.  Heaven  ^rant  you  may  not  discover 
them  to  be  blessini;s  after  they  have  bid  you  an  eternal  adieu. 

"  We  are  too  well  acquainted  with  the  liberality  of  senliment  distinguishing 
your  nation,  to  imaL;ine,  th  it  difl-'renee  of  relii;ioii  will  prejudice  you  against  a 
hearty  amiiy  with  us.  Vou  know,  that  the  Iranscendant  nature  of  fieedom  elevates 
those,  who  unite  in  the  cause,  above  all  such  low-minded  infirmities.  The  .Swiss 
Cantons  fmiiish  a  memoral)le  proof  of  this  truth.  Their  union  is  composeil  of 
Catholic  and  I'rotestant  stales,  living  in  the  utmost  concord  and  i)eace  with  one 
another,  and  thereby  enabled,  ever  since  they  bravely  vindicated  their  fieedom, 
to  defy  and  defeat  every  tyrant  that  has  invaded  them. 

".Should  there  be  any  among  you,  as  there  geneially  are  in  all  societies,  who 
prefer  the  fav.uirs  of  ministers,  and  their  own  interests,  to  the  welf<ire  of  their 
country  ;  the  temper  of  suc!i  sellish  persons  will  render  tlijm  incredibly  active  in 
opposing  all  public-spirited  measuies,  from  an  expectation  of  being  well  rewarded 
for  their  sordid  industry  by  their  superiors  ;  but  we  (K)ul)t  not  you  will  be  upon 
your  guard  against  such  men,  and  not  sacrilije  the  liberty  aud  hajipiness  of  the 
whole  Canadian  people  and  their  posterity,  to  gratify  the  avarice  and  ambition  of 
individuals. 

"We  do  not  ask  you,  hy  this   address,  to  coirimence  hostilities  against  the 
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(;(ivernnuMit  of  our  comiiion  soverfign.  We  only  invite  you  to  ciinsull  your  own 
(,'l<iry  ami  welfare,  and  nut  to  suffer  yourselves  to  he  inveij^led  or  inliniiilateil  liy 
infamous  ministers  so  far  ns  to  become  llie  instruments  of  tiieir  cruelty  iiiiil 
despotism,  l)ut  to  unite  with  us  in  one  social  compact,  formed  on  the  ^jcnerous 
pi  inciples  of  eipial  liberty,  and  cemenleil  by  such  an  exchanjje  of  lienedcial  and 
endearing  offices  as  to  render  it  perpetual.  In  order  to  complete  this  hi^Idy 
desirable  union,  we  sul)mit  it  to  your  consideration,  whe'her  it  may  not  lie  expe- 
dient for  you  to  meet  together  in  your  several  towns  and  tlistricts,  and  elect 
deputies,  wiio  after  meeting  in  a  provincial  congress,  may  chuse  delegates,  lo 
represent  your  province  in  the  continental  congress,  to  he  held  at  I'hil.idelphi.i, 
on  the  tenth  <lay  of  May,  1775. 

"  In  this  jiresent  congress,  beginning  on  the  fifth  of  last  montli,  and  continued 
lo  this  day,  it  has  been  with  universal  pleasure,  and  an  unanimous  vote,  resolved, 
that  we  should  consider  the  violation  of  your  rights,  by  the  act  for  altering  the 
government  of  your  province,  as  a  violation  of  our  own  ;  md  that  you  should  be 
inviteil  to  accede  to  our  confederation,  which  has  no  other  objects  than  the  perfect 
security  of  the  natural  and  civil  rights  of  all  the  constituent  mend)ers,  according 
to  their  respective  circumstances,  and  the  preservation  of  a  happy  and  lasting 
connection  with  (Ireat  Hiitain,  on  the  salutary  and  constitutional  principles  herein 
before  mentioned.  For  effecting  these  jiurposes,  we  have  addressed  an  humble 
and  loyal  petition  to  his  Majesty,  praying  relief  of  our  grievances  ;  and  have 
associated  to  stop  all  importation  from  (Jreat  liritain  and  Ireland,  after  the  first 
(lay  of  December,  and  all  ex|jortation  to  those  kingdoms  and  the  West  Indies, 
after  the  tenth  day  of  next  Seplend)er,  uidess  the  said  grievances  are  redressed. 

"That  Almighty  (iod  may  incline  your  minds  to  approve  our  e(|uitable  and 
necessary  measures,  lo  add  yourselves  to  us,  to  put  your  fate,  whenever  you  suffer 
injuries  which  you  are  determined  to  oppose,  not  on  the  small  influence  of  your 
single  province,  but  on  the  cousolitlate  1  powers  of  North  America,  and  may  grant 
to  our  joint  exertions  an  event  as  happy  as  our  cause  is  just,  is  the  fervent  prayer 
of  us,  your  sincere  and  alTectionate  friends  and  fellow-subjects, 

Hy  order  of  the  Congress, 

Oct  26   1774  Henry  Miuui.eton,  I'resdt.' 
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CHAPTER  I. 

The  duty  is  entailed  upon  me,  to  tlie  extent  tliat  it  affectC'I 
Canatla,  of  narratinjj  the  events  of  the  revolution,  which  ended 
a:  the  separation  of  the  American  colonies  from  the  mother 
■country,  and  of  tracing;'  the  influences  which  led  tliat  province 
to  resist  the  movement,  and  continue  under  British  rule.  It 
is  by  no  means  an  easy  task.  Opinions  with  re<:;ard  to  this 
unfortunate  contest,  having  in  their  first  statue  their  orijjjin  in 
party  sympathies,  have  for  the  last  century  been  so  positively 
expressed,  as  to  become,  in  a  i^rcat  measure,  accepted  truths. 
The  reflex  of  the  political  passions  of  the  time,  called  into 
activity  by  imperial  politics,  continues  even  at  the  present 
day  to  complicate  the  narrative,  and  to  distort  it  by  the  man)- 
prejudices  which  then  had  their  oris^in.  The  personal  senti- 
ments of  the  k'nv^  are  still  remembered,  his  desire  to  constitute 
himself  the  central  source  of  power,  and  his  determination  to 
set  at  nought  the  [)arliamentary  restraints  which  had  placed 
his  great  grand fatiier  on  the  throne. 

The  support  given  to  the  provincial  pretension  of  imnnuiity 
from  all  taxation  in  the  first  period  of  the  difficult}',  by  those 
who  countenanced  and  advocated  the  American  cause,  ma\- 
to  a  great  degree  be  traced  to  the  feeling  that  the  success  of 
the  court,  in  subduing  the  self-assertion  of  the  colonist,  would 
have  so  increased  the  royal  power  that  constitutional  govern- 
ment would  have  disappeared  from  the  house  of  commons, 
and  the  struggles  of  1643  and  of  i68(S  would,  at  all  cost,  have 
liad  to  be  renewed.  The  attempt  of  (ieorge  the  third  to 
surround  liimself  by  pliant  nn'nistcrs,  having  opinions  in  dis- 
accord one  with  the  other,  individually  looking  to  the  monarch 
for  inspiration  and  support,  caused  the  greatest  apprehension 
with  all  who  penetrated  its  mischievous  in.fluences.  The 
theory    that  the    royal    prerogative    could    be   best  affirmed, 
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not  by  its  direct  asscrtimi,  but  by  obt;u'nin<^  control  of  the 
house  of  commons,  exercised  through  men  bh'ndly  devoted 
to  the  kinj^'s  will,  and  maintained  by  him  to  carr\'  out  his 
purpose,  had  each  \'car  t,^iined  strength  and  vigour.  Burke 
lias  left  us  the  picture  of  the  "kings  friends"  as  thc\'  were 
called  from  their  pliancy  to  the  royal  wishes.  .Several  were 
possessors  of  office  in  the  ministry,  who  accepted  their  position 
with  no  other  view  than  to  place  themselves  entirely  at  the 
king's  dis|)osal,  and  to  counteract  the  policy  he  secretly 
opposed.  The  king's  want  of  straightforwardness  in  this 
respect  is  indisputable.  Prominent  in  tiiis  class  was  lord 
Harrington,  ever  to  be  remembered  hy  his  unworthy  treat- 
ment of  Wolfe's  mother,  in  her  advocacy  of  the  claim  which 
her  son's  memory  had  upon  the  country.  Man\-  held  offices 
of  profit  and  of  trust,  many  were  simph'  members  of  parlia- 
ment, wiio.se  support  ami  votes  were  purchased.  The  minister 
bringing  forward  a  bill  with  the  king's  consent,  never  knew 
on  whom  he  could  count  when  the  measure  was  debated. 
He  even  cx[)eriencetl  opposition  from  inembers  of  his  own 
administration.  There  have  been  attempts  to  vindicate  the 
memorj'^  of  George  the  third  from  his  use  of  these  means  to 
obtain  the  power  he  desired;  but  they  rise  no  higher  than  the 
special  pleading  of  courtly  writers,  setting  truth  out  of  view. 
It  is  not  possible  to  recogni.se  the  political  existence  of 
personages  like  Gcrmaine,  Sandwich,  Rigby,  Wcdderburn, 
Jenkinson,  et  id  genus  oinnc,  unless  we  regard  them  as  sus- 
tained by  royal  favour.  In  modern  politics  an\-  public  man, 
however  prominent  his  position,  following  such  a  line  of 
conduct,  would  be  fiercely  assailed  by  public  opinion,  and 
driven  in  a  few  hours  from  office.  The  narrative  of  the 
American  revolution  which  sets  out  of  view  this  influence^ 
will  fail  to  account  for  much  of  the  strong  support  that  the 
colonial  cause  received  in  the  house  of  commons,  and  in 
political  circles  in  London. 

It  is  the  fashion  with  many  modern  writers  to  start  with 
the  theory,  that  from  the  commencement  of  the  dispute,  the 
mother   country    was    entirely  in    the    wrong,  antl    that    the 
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colonies  were  entirely  in  the  riyht,  and  so-called  facts  are 
appealed  to,  to  establish  the  trnth  of  this  \'ie\v.  One  of  the 
factii  so  advancctl  is,  the  honia<^e  paid  to  I'itt,  as  an  example 
of  the  i^ratcful  feeling  entertained  in  America  for  the  services 
rendered  by  the  mother  conntrx'.  It  may  be  ([iiestioncd  if 
Chatham's  name  ever  obtained  popularity  in  tiie  colonies 
until  his  defence  of  their  cause  in  the  house  of  commons 
became  kncjwn.  It  may  be  safely  afinrmcd  that  public  opinion 
had  nothint;'  whatever  to  do  with  the  name  of  Pittsburg 
having  been  given  to  fort  Duciucsnc  ;  it  was  the  act  alone  of 
Forbes  in  command  of  the  expedition,  as  the  concjuest  itself 
was  mainly  effected  by  imperial  troops.* 

During  the  \ear  of  the  war  with  I'rancc,  there  was  never 
any  remarkably  strong  exjjression  of  coloin'al  devotion  to  the 
mother  countr\-,  even  when  the  provincial  forces  took  j)art  in 
the  struggle  which  was  to  decide  their  awn  national  existence. 
The  provincial  troops  were  in  tiieir  greatest  strength  from  the 
spring  of  175S,  to  the  autumn  of  1760,  when  about  10,500 
men  were  under  arms,  in  the  field  and  in  garrison.  The 
actual  fighting,  however,  gcnerally^fell  on  the  imperial  forces. 
At  Louisbourg,  in  1758,  at  the  second  siege,  five  companies 
only  of  rangers  were  present  in  a  force  of  12,260  men.  In 
the  same  year,  during  the  o[)erations  on  lake  George  and 
Ticonderoga,  5,960  provincials  were  present  with  6,405  im- 
perial troops.  The  main  attack  was  matlc  b\-  the  latter,  the 
proportion  of  ca.sualties  being  with  the  pro\iiicials,  79  Icilled, 
226  wounded,  while  the  greater  loss  of  the  British  force  was, 
438  killed,  1,049  \vounded.  .After  the  repulse  of  .\bercrombie, 
when  fort  I'rontenac.  lake  Ontario,  was  taken,  Hradstreet's 
column,  including  bateau  service  and  Indians,  amounted  to 
2,984  men  ;  of  this  number,  179  onl\-  were  imperial  troops. 
Here  there  was  no  fighting.  I'",arlicr  in  the  summer,  .Abcr- 
crombie's  force  before  Ticonderoga  included  the  fiill  strength 


furnished 


bv  th 


e  northern  provinces,  except  the  small  garrison 


at  fort  Stanwix. 

During  the  same  year,  1758,  contingents  of  the   Pennsyl- 
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vaniaiis  ami  Virj^iiiians  were  organized  for  the  attack  on  fort 
Duqiiesne  under  [""orbcs,  wln'cli  took  ])lace  in  Xovenibcr. 
When  the  troops  marched  forward,  the  force  was  formed  of 
1,630  imperial  troops,  and  4,350  I'ennsylvanians,  Virginians, 
and  some  companies  from  North  Carolina  and  Maryland. 
In  the  final  atlvance,  2,500  picked  men  only  were  engaged. 
In  Wolfe's  attack  on  Quebec,  in  1759,  in  an  arm)'  of  8,535 
men,  700  rangers  only  were  present.  During  Amherst's 
campaign  the  same  j'car,  in  lake  C'hamplain,  the  force  con- 
sisted of  6,537  imperial  troops  antl  4,839  provincials,  and  in 
the  contcm[)orary  o[)erations  against  Niagara,  2,6So  provincial 
troops  were  ]  resent  with  the  44th  and  46th  imperial  regi- 
ments. In  1760,  on  the  final  operations  against  Montreal, 
Amherst's  force,  including  the  Iiulians,  amounted  to  io,g6i 
men,  of  this  number  4,479  were  provincials. 

With  this  assistance  from  the  provinces,  the  weight  of  the 
contest  had  fallen  upon  the  mother  countrw  British  fleets 
had  protected  the  American  coast  and  American  commerce. 
Va-qu  at  the  first  taking  of  Louisbourg  the  fleet  rendered 
incalculable  service,  to  wllich  modern  United  States  writers 
in  their  <lescrii)tion  of  that  event  in  no  wa\-  give  the  promi- 
nence it  deserves,  and,  without  the  presence  of  the  fleet  it  may 
be  affirmed  the  siege  would  never  even  have  been  undertaken. 
On  that  occasion,  the  attacking  force  consisted  entire!)-  of  a 
provincial  force  of  4,070  men,  of  whom  3,170  belonged  to 
Massachusetts  alone.  The  weakness  of  the  garrison,  which 
numbered  1,900  men,  of  whom  600  onl\'  were  regular  troops, 
made  resistance  impossible  in  the  presence  of  the  powerful 
fleet,  and  the  gallantr)-  of  the  attacking  force.  The  siege 
lasted  si.\-  weeks,  from  the  1st  of  May  to  the  15th  of  June. 
When  the  two  sieges  of  Louisbourg  are  ever  mentioned,  the 
weakness  of  the  first  defence,  in  strong  contrast  to  that  of  the 
second  attack  in  1758  under  Amherst,  is  onl\'  imperfcctl)' 
rcmemberetl. 

The  inunense  service  rendered  to  New  l*'ngland  bv  the 
destruction  of  Louisbourg  must  never  be  set  out  of  view. 
That  fortress  was  a  continual  threat,  not  onh'  to  her  com- 
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merce,  but  to  the  safety  and  very  existence  of  her  cities. 
There  was  no  assurance  of  peace  or  security, while  tlic  harbour 
could  be  licld  by  a  French  fleet.  With  the  assistance  of 
the  provinces,  the  extent  of  which  I  have  given  in  detail,  the 
imperial  forces  had  driven  the  I""rench  out  of  Canada.  In  the 
two  last  wars  in  which  the  eni[)ir(;  was  t:nt^at;ed,  the  American 
possessions  being  to  a  great  extent  the  tv^vz/.v  /;<•///,  the  national 
debt  had  been  increased  eighty-seven  millions  of  pounds 
sterling.  The  provinces  had  contributed  in  a  monetary  point 
of  view  nothing  to  the  expense  of  the  war  ;  and  while  the 
l)rovincial  troops  were  in  the  field  they  received  pay  from  the 
liritish  treasury. 

Many  opinions  are  recorded  as  having  been  expressed  by 
men  in  prominent  positions,  that,  owing  to  I*'rance  no  longer 
being  in  possession  of  the  northern  part  of  the  continent,  it 
would  not  be  possible  for  ICngiand  to  retain  her  .American 
colonics.  These  views  can  onl}-  now  be  remembered  as  shew- 
ing .some  shrewdness  on  the  part  of  those  w  ho  uttered  them, 
and  they  may  be  compared  to  the  predicticjns  of  a  weather 
prophet,  which  attract  attention  when  by  chance  the\'  are 
realized.  The  one  name  which  commands  attention  in  this 
icspect  is  that  of  Kalm,  the  Swedish  naturalist,  who  in  174M 
travelling  through  the  provinces  in  his  visit  to  Canada,  based 
Ids  opinions  upon  what  he  heard  at  Philadelphia.  lie  formed 
the  view,  that  it  was  a  fortunate  matter  for  the  crown  of 
ICngland,  that  no  serious  attempt  had  been  made  to  drive  out 
the  l'"rench,  for  he  conceived  that  Canada  could  not  resist  the 
wealth  and  numerical  strength  of  the  Hiitish  j)rovinces.  He 
dwelt  upon  the  commercial  restrictions  imposed  In'  tireat 
Hritain  for  the  support  of  her  commerce,  which  prevented  the 
establishment  of  mamifactures  ;  refusetl  the  right  of  mining  ; 
made  traffic  to  a  foreign  land  illegal  ;  and  forbade  foreign 
vessels  to  enter  the  colonial  ports.  The  discontent  caused 
b}'  this  legislation  hatl  weakened  the  affection  entertained 
for  the  mother  counlrx-,  and  the  ill-feeling  was  incieased  1)\- 
the  numberless  Germans,  Dutch,  and  h'rench,  established  in 
the  provinces,  who  had  little  love  lor  old    h-nglaiid.      blended 
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with  this  disaffection,  there  were  the  aspirations  of  a  young 
jjcople  ;  the  desire  of  pro^jrcss  ;  and  the  love  of  chaiii^e. 
Kahn  adils,  that  several  Mnt,dish  colonists  expressed  the 
opinion  that  in  thirty  or  fifty  years  the  provinces  would  be 
stron<j  enough  to  form  a  state,  independent  of  the  mother 
country,  lint,  continues  Kalm,  the  cities  on  the  coast  beint^ 
exposed  to  attack,  ami  the  interior  of  the  country  liable  to 
be  harassed  in  the  time  of  war,  the  danj^cMOUs  nei^hbi^urhood 
of  the  h'rench  would  prevent  the  link  between  the  mother 
country  and  the  colonies  beint^  entirely  broken.* 

We  have  here  a  statement  based  on  what  was  positively 
expressed,  and  all  evidence  [.roes  to  shew  that  the  feelinj^ 
never  passed  away.  There  had  been  repeated  c()m[)lications 
with  regard  to  the  position  of  the  imperial  ami  provincial 
officers,  which  had  been  only  with  difficult}'  arranged,  and  a 
feeling  had  gradually  grown  up  of  an  im[)atienee  of  control, 
which  a  prosperous  community  must  ever  feel.  The  popula- 
tion at  the  peace  of  Paris  in  1763  was  about  a  million  and  a 
half,  two  hundred  thousantl  of  whom  were  capable  of  service 
in  the  field  ;  those  engaged  in  agriculture,  stalwart  in  form, 
inured  tf)  hardship,  used  to  fire-arms,  and  as  a  body  disin- 
clined to  pay  taxes.  In  New  ICngland,  there  was  a  large 
.sea-faring  population  engaged  in  fisheries;  and  on  the  coast 
numbers  followed  commercial  life.  It  was  here,  that  the 
pressure  of  tlu;  connection  was  more  immediately  felt.  The 
mercantile  classes  of  Great  I^ritam  looked  with  jealousy  on 
any  interference  with  their  trade  with  the  colonies,  and  exer- 
cised their  influence  to  prevent  the  establishment  of  manu- 
factures. It  was  the  day  of  restriction  ;  the  princi[)les  on 
which  trade  could  be  soundly  established  were  known  but  to 
few  thinkers,  and  it  was  not  considered  that  liberality  of 
intercourse  could  be  made  mutuall)'  beneficial.  It  was  in  this 
direction  that  weight  of  the  comiection  was  felt,  and   it  may 


*  Travels  into  North  America,  &c.,  &c;.,  by  I'eler  Kaliii,  of  llie  .Swedish 
Royal  Academy  "f  .Sciences,  transl.ited  by  John  Rheiniiohl  Korster,  F.A.S., 
1770-71.  [Vol.  I.,  263-265J.  Kalm  made  his  journey  to  the  British  provinces 
and  Canada  in  1748-1749, 
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be  siifcly  said  that  cninmcrcial  repression  was  the  true,  as  it 
was  the  first,  <^roiiiu'l  cjf  discoiUeiil.  ilad  I'rce  trade  been 
conceded  to  America,  so  that  she  could  bu\'  and  sell  where 
she  wished  ;  manufacture  what  she  saw  fit  ;  ami  carrj,-  lier 
commerce  in  tlie  direction  she  thou[j[ht  expedient,  the  stamp 
act  would  have  been  a  matter  ol  no  account.  The  mone\' 
view  was  too  paltr}'  a  consideration;  and  as  a  system  of 
raising  revenue,  its  character  is  shewn  b\-  its  prevakiice  in 
every  civilizetl  country  to  this  da}'. 

In  the  examination  of  the  causes  of  the  war,  if  it  be  possible 
correctU'  to  iletermine  them,  it  is  important  to  Canaila  which 
lias  remained  a  British  |)rr)vince,  to  establish,  if  on  one  side, 
the  mother  count r\'  was  reall}'  i^uiltx-  of  the  t\'ranny  which 
has  formed  the  sta[)le  art^ument  (;f  the  addresses  of  the  4th 
of  July  for  the  last  centur}-,  and,  on  the  f)ther,  if  a  people, 
devotedly  attached  to  J^ritish  comiection,  was  goaded  by 
this  t_\ranny  into  a  passionate  desire  to  break  the  relationship, 
h'urther,  we  have  to  examine  if  it  be  true  that,  until  a  certain 
sta.i,fe  in  the  dis[)ute,  reconciliation  was  always  possible,  aiul 
that  it  was  alwa)'s  thwarted  by  the  perverse  folly  and  uuccas- 
\\Y^  wron;^-(h)in!^'  of  the  parent  state  :  that  on  one  side  there 
was  continuous  op[)ression  ;  on  the  other,  the  pure  spirit  of 
liberty  acting  in  accordance  with  the  traditions  inherited 
from  the  forefathers  of  the  malcontents.  It  is  essential,  that 
this  question  be  carefulh'  and  earnestl\'  exanu'ned,  in  an\' 
work  professing  to  relate  the  history  of  Canada. 

It  has  never  been  pretended  that  (ircat  Britain  ever  drew, 
or  desired  to  draw,  a  revenue  frcjm  the  American  proxinces. 
The  commercial  restraint  enforcetl  b\'  the  influence  of  the 
commercial  classes,  which  must  ever  exercise  a  powerful 
control  over  the  policy  of  the  state,  followed  tlie  system  of  the 
time.  The  policy  had  its  origin  in  the  selfish  desire  of  aggran- 
dizement, unenlightened  by  the  knowledge  that  the  abandon- 
ment of  a  broad  principle  for  the  benefit  of  the  favoured  few, 
works  to  the  national  disadvantage.  We  can  still  learn  that 
retribution,  if  not  swift,  is  certain,  when  legislation  has  in  view 
the  bestowal  of  exclusive  privileges.     The  laws  which  govern 


IP    ■ 


278 


Till-:    IlISTOkN'  ol'    CAXAHA. 


[1 76s 


f    !^ 


commerce  were,  at  tliat  tiate,  <rciicrally  speaking,  unknown  ; 
but  whatever  may  be  said  of  the  .shortcoming's  of  (ircut 
liritain  in  this  rcspe^.l,  it  is  uiuleniahlc  that  the  treatment 
received  by  her  coU^nies  was  infniitel)-  more  considerate,  than 
that  cxtentled  by  I-rance  and  Spain  to  their  possessions. 

While  this  spirit  prevailed  in  London,  an  impatience  of  all 
control  was  increasin.t;  in  the  provinces.  If  not  the  leadin<j 
principle  of  America,  the  doctrine  was  prominent,  tliat  one  of 
tiie  primary  duties  in  life  was  to  obtain  money.  Parties  in 
New  ICnj^land  and  New  \'ork  during  the  war  furm'shed 
supplies  to  the  h'rench  fleets,  sent  provisions  to  Canada  and 
tlie  West  Indian  isles,  and  smu'^'^^lini,^  became  an  or^^anized 
callin<j.  With  all  tliat  was  to  be  dreaded  from  the  estab- 
lishment of  Louisbourg,  New  I'ji^land  traders  des[nitched 
material  and  provisions  to  aid  in  its  foundation. 

Had  George  II.  lived  ten  years  lonyjer,  it  is  possible  that 
some  recognized  .system  by  which  the  colonies  could  have 
contributed  to  the  reveiuie,  would  have  been  established. 
C'hatham  would  never  have  been  dislodtjjed  from  office  by 
Bute  and  his  creatures,  and  the  ten  }'ears,  which  George  III. 
would  have  passed  as  prince  of  Wales,  might  have  taught  him 
wiser  theories  of  government,  than  those  which,  as  king,  he 
acted  upon.  However  unfortunate  the  conscciuence  arising 
from  the  king's  ]iretensions  to  direct  the  government,  no  man 
could  have  felt  more  honestly,  or  have  been  more  desirous  of 
performing  his  duty  to  the  country.  The  pernicious  influence 
of  his  mother,  on  a  mind  singularly  narrow  and  obstinate, 
might  to  some  extent  have  been  modifiecl  by  the  events  which 
would  have  happened  ;  and,  by  that  time,  there  would  have 
grown  up  a  strong  public  opinion  which  he  could  not  have  set 
at  defiance.  Ciiatham  was  not  one  to  falter  in  the  enforce- 
ment of  the  policy  he  had  conceived  ;  and  the  agitators,  who 
for  ten  years  perverted  the  minds  of  the  colonists,  would  not 
have  been  allowed  the  free  field  of  action  they  enjoyed.  The 
condition  of  luigland  could  not  be  ignored.  The  triumphs 
of  the  war,  which  a  different  treaty  would  have  more  fully 
enforced,  had  been  attained  at  the  cost  of  blood  and  treasure. 
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The  tlcbt  had  increased  to  one  huiidied  and  forty  niillirms, 
and  the  population  of  I'jij^land  was  ei^hl  millions.  'I'axation 
was  very  heavy;  there  was  tiepression  in  nearly  ever)-  walU  of 
lile  ;  whik-  the  c'oloiiies  were  pros]j^i()Us,  free  hoin  poverty, 
without  dreatl  of  an)'  foreii^n  enemy;  and  had  hicii  iilaicd  in 
this  position  by  the  power  and  \al(»ur  ol  the  mother  country. 
What  wron^,  or  what  injustice  can  he  tiaied  to  the  demand 
that,  these  prosperous  eommum'ties  shouKI,  in  some  slii;ht 
det;ree,  contribute  to  their  own  future  support,  and  not  throw 
the  entire  burden  on  the  home  of  their  ancestors? 

It  is  difficult  to  dispute  the  proposition  that  it  was  tin-  duty 
of  the  colonists  to  aid  in  their  own  defence;  equalU'  so,  follow- 
ing^ the  rule  of  precedent  and  custom,  to  deny  die  '-^i^n'slativc 
rit^ht  of  parliament  to  determine  the  extent  of  this  contribu- 
tion. It  is  essential  to  bear  in  mintl,  that  no  ins.  was  im[)osed 
in  the  slightest  de^tjree  for  the  i;eneral  benefit  of  the  empire  ; 
the  exi)ciiditure  was  to  be  made  in  the  colonies  alone,  for 
the  maintenance  of  the  military  force,  which  the  threatcnini^ 
attitude  of  the  Iun"oi)ean  powers  justified.  The  British  Hect, 
protectin<^  American  commerce,  was  maintained  entirely  at 
British  cost,  and  the  interest  for  the  debt  incurred  in  tlie  war 
was  paitl  b}'  the  L'nitcd  kingdom. 

It  is  worthy  of  remark,  that  in  the  earl\'  days  of  dissatisfac- 
tion this  proposition  was  never  dis|)uted.  I'he  claim  was  lujt 
that  the  tax  was  wronfj  in  principle  ;  what  was  uri;cd 
against  it  was  the  mode  of  its  c-  tabiij:luTient.  The  objcrtion 
was  raised  that,  it  had  been  impo.scd  by  a  body  in  w  hich  the 
colonies  had  no  voice  ;  and  it  was  pretended  that,  simple  as  the 
tax  appeared,  it  was  only  the  commencement  of  a  system,  by 
whicii  every  colonial  right  was  to  be  sacrificed  ;  and,  in  the 
exaggeration  of  the  time,  "  tliey  and  their  children  be  reduced 
to  the  condition  of  slaves."  But  with  all  tliis  violence  of 
complaint,  those  prominent  in  ()p])osing  the  tax  made  no 
suggestion  of  the  system,  on  which  contributions  to  the 
expense  of  maintaining  the  safety  of  the  colonies  siiould  be 
made. 

One  strong  feeling  of  dissatisfaction  penetrated  the  colonics 
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caused  1))'  that  social  imperial  pretension,  uliicli,  with  all  our 
wiser  theories  of  ^ovenuueiit,  has  not  at  this  hour  entirely 
passed  awa}'.  It  was  a  further  source  of  mortification,  that 
the  fields  of  colonial  advancenicnt  in  the  imperial  ser\'icc 
were  so  limited,  as  scarcely  to  exist.  Offices  of  trust,  honour, 
and  emolument  were  ^dven  In'  patent  to  men  prominent  in 
imperial  politics,  possessin;.^r  social  or  political  wei^dit.  Such 
offices  were  rcj^^arded  as  sinecures.  The  holders  appointed 
deputies  as  chea])ly  .is  thin-  could  he  obtained,  competence 
bcinj;  a  secondary  consideration. 

Owin;4  t"  ^''f-  accumulation  of  wealth  in  the  cities,  a  class 
had  come  into  ])rominencc  with  whom  this  condition  had 
[^frown  to  be  considered  even  as  a  personal  wroncj.  Until  the 
wai',  the  universities  had  been  <;cncrall\'  attended  by  students 
desirous  of  cntcrin!,^  the  ministry  in  the  several  non-episcopal 
forms  of  worship.*  (jcner.dlv'  in  Massachusetts,  the  religion 
followed  was  what  is  called  in  modern  times  coujrrcc:jation- 
alism.  'i"he  episcopalians  did  not  include  one-third  of  the 
population.  There  was  alwa)'s  a  ;^reat  o])positioii  a_t:,fainst  the 
appointment  of  bishops  in  New  l'"n,!^land.  .As  late  as  1772, 
at  the  Boston  meetin.q^,  the  possible  introduction  nf  episcopal 
rule  was  enumerated  in  the  eleventh  rescj'r.tion  as  a  ;^reat 
(grievance.  The  clerg\'  of  the  episcopal  church  were  therefore 
sent  out  tVom  iMigiand,  or  pursued  their  theological  studies  in 
their  iiomcs.  h'ew  episcoj)aIians,  if  any,  were  to  be  found  in 
the  northern  colleges.  In  Virgim'a,  the  church  of  ICngland 
was  the  established  form  of  religion. -f- 

.\t  this  date,  students  of  a  different  character  commenceci 
attendance  at  the  universities.  They  had  no  design  of  enter- 
ing the  church.  The\'  looketl  forward  to  following  the 
]jrofession  of  law,  ami  many  appeared  in  public  life  to  play  a 
leading  part  in  the  agitation  of  the  succeeding  few  years. 
One  consequence  followed  :  litigation  became  more  general. 


*  Harvard  University,  Massachusett-s,  was  fouiuled  in  1638.  William  and 
Maiv,  Virginia,  in  1693.      Vale,  Conneclicul,  in  1701. 

t  It  was  not  until  17S7  that  the  first  Anglican  bishop,  Dr.  Charles  Inglis  of 
Nova  Scotia,  was  appointe<l.     He  arrived  in  Halifa.\  on  the  16th  of  October. 
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The  c()iisc(|iictice,  however,  was  that  many  youtif^  tneti  received 
a  higher  (nluration,  for  whom  th<TC'  was  110  fntiiic,  at  least 
such  as  that  to  wliich  they  aspired.  Only  a  limited  miinher 
could  obtain  a  lair  professional  income  ;  the  prf)vincial 
assemblies  could  fninish  scats  for  some  of  the  number,  to  the 
exclusion  of  the  jixal  inthiential  personages  en;v»a<;e(i  in 
agriculture.  They  had  little  tfijonk  forward  to  in  tluj  form 
of  imperial  employment,  which  was  a  field  closed  to  them  : 
and  the\'  were  i'ead_\'  to  welcome  a  (  han^c  tliat  would  lay 
o|)Cii  to  tlieir  ambition  the  avcmies,  at  that  time  crowded  by 
nominees  from  Imnie.  It  took  some  \'ears  for  the  doctrine  to 
be  set  aside  ;  that  colonial  appointments  were  to  be  reserved 
for  the  benefit  of  the  friends  of  the  sui)poilers  of  the  imperial 
government  in  power. 

it  has  loni;'  bet'ii  lustomai)'  to  adduce  the  stamp  act  as  the 
primary  cause  of  thest?  troublous  times.  Imposed  b)'  Cieorfjc 
(irenville,  it  canu;  into  operation  in  \~(>^.  If  that  act  is 
dispassioiiatel)'  considered,  it  must  be  seen  that  other  causes 
of  dissatisfaction,  if  not  so  hjudly  expressed,  were  slronj^ly  and 
deeply  felt,  and  that  the\-  a^<^ravated  the  violent  denunciation 
of  the  measure,  (irenville,  durini;  Ihile's  ailministration,  had 
been  leailer  of  the  house  of  commons.  On  Bute's  resignation, 
he  recommended  (irenville  as  h.is  succe.ssor:  it  is  supposed 
with  tin-  anticipation,  that,  iVoin  behind  the  scenes,  he  would 
continue  [o  lotain  power.  If  this  were  Bute's  calculation,  it 
cntircl)'  failed,  (irenville  possessed  coura;4e  and  self-assertion 
amf)untint;  to  obstinacy,  lie  was  painstakinjj^  and  laborious, 
mastered  the  detail  of  his  office  with  mitirint^  tlrudcjer)-  ;  he 
had  no  feeling  of  respect  or  reL;ard  for  Bute,  and  was  without 
sympath}'  with  Bute's  political  \  lews,  (irenville  had  iiulecd 
differed  widely  from  Bute  rcijardint;-  the  peace.  He  became 
head  of  the  i^ovcrmncnt  on  .-\[)ril  the  Sth,'l763.  The  j)romi- 
nencc  tfiven  by  writers  for  the  century  past  to  the  introduc- 
tion of  the  stamp  act,  conferred  an  importance  on  that  event 
against  which  it  is  difficult  to  contend.  'I'he  act  is  still  spoken 
of  as  an  arbitrary  violation  of  right,  ami  the  strong  opposition 
against  it  is  adduced  as  an  argument  establishing  its  injustice. 
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The  character  of  the  act  itself  h.is  been  lost  sight  of,  in  the 
consideration  of  the  principle  of  constitutional  government  it 
was  considered  to  violate.  It  had,  however,  but  a  slight 
influence  on  commercial  or  social  life  ;  the  tax  was  to  be 
paid  by  the  more  prospcrcnis  classes;  it  was  ea.sy  of  collection  ; 
and  the  proceeds  were  devoted  to  the  use  of  the  province. 
The  grievance  in  the  fo"m  of  its  collection  lay  in  the  fact 
that  it  was  a  tax  raised  by  imperial  authority,  without  refer- 
ence to  the  colonies,  and  without  the  formality  of  .seeking 
their  consent. 

The  agitation  took  the  wider  field  that  it  had  been  experi- 
mentally enacted,  to  be  the  forerunner  of  other  taxes.  The 
revenue  derivable  was  estimated  at  about  X  100,000,  while  the 
money,  necessary  to  pay  the  troops  to  be  (juartered  in  tlie 
country  would  have  demanded  four  or  five  times  the  amount. 
The  uses  to  which  the  impost  was  to  be  applied,  the  main- 
tenance of  a  military  establishment,  was  a  greater  source  of 
discontent.  The  iiolicy  called  forth  much  heart-burning  and 
anger  in  New  York  and  in  New  England,  where  there  was 
little  love  for  the  imperial  soldier,  although  the  ,-ervice  he  had 
rendered  was  of  too  recent  date  for  the  memory  of  it  to  be 
weakened. 

The  necessity  of  an  armed  force  in  l^ritish  America  had 
been  unmistakably  shewn  by  the  obstinate  character  of  the 
Indian  war,  narrated  in  the  early  cha[)ters  of  this  volume, 
a  war,  even  unsubdued  in  1764,  the  year  when  the  stamp 
act  was  proposed.  The  aggressive  operations  of  the  western 
tribes  had  been  conducted  with  such  vigour  and  pertinacity, 
that  they  could  not  have  been  repelled  by  hastily  collected 
undisciplined  troops,  drawn  hap-hazard,  and  in  many  instances 
unwillingly,  from  civil  life.  It  was  evident  that  should  such 
an  emergency  recur,  it  could  onlj^  oe  met  by  a  thoroughly 
organized  disciplined  body  of  men  :  in  a  word,  b}-  trained 
reliable  soldiers. 

Canada  had  lately  been  conquered  and  constituted  as  the 
northern  province.  The  maintenance  of  garrisons  in  its 
principal  centres  became  a  necessity,  if  the  pos-session  of  the 
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province  was  to  be  assured  ;  and  thus  it  bccatne  an  element 
ill  the  general  consideration. 

In  luirope,  the  national  jealousies  aiul  complications  of  the 
time  likewise  exacted  attention,  ami  by  every  law  of  states- 
manship it  was  the  duty  of  Great  Britain  to  hold  her  pos- 
sessions secure  as^ainst  every  hostile  attempt.  There  was  no 
certainty  that  war  in  Europe  would  not  be  rekindled,  and  it 
was  a  matter  of  ordinar\-  precaution  to  be  prepared  A)r  such  a 
contint^ency.  The  agitators  of  tiie  day  pointed  to  the  colonial 
militia  as  a  sufficient  defence  in  the  hour  of  danger.  ICxpe- 
rience,  however,  had  shewn  that  in  the  last  war  with  h'rance, 
when  the  existence  of  the  American  provinces  was  threatened, 
and  the  peo[)le\\ere  earnestly  summoned  to  take  uj)  arms  for 
the  defence  of  their  homes,  their  families,  and  their  nation- 
alit\',  the  provincial  troops  alone  came  forward  to  join  the 
ranks  of  the  imperial  troops,  when  Chatham  engaged  io  pay 
them  for  their  service. 

The  extent  of  the  power  possessed  by  the  imperial  parlia- 
ment in  the  government  of  the  colonies  will  probably  continue 
to  be  a  matter  of  dispute.  It  is  neither  mj-  duty  nor  my 
purpose  to  enter  into  the  (piestion ;  but  I  feel  it  proper  to  say, 
that  the  as.sertion  of  the  authorit}-  of  parliament  by  the  stamp 
act  was  not  at  variance  with  the  limit  of  authority,  previously 
exercised,  and  recorded  in  the  statute  book. 

The  mistake  of  the  stamp  act  was  the  incapacity  to  under- 
stand the  economic  conditicjii  of  those,  to  whom  the  act  would 
apply,  and  the  failure  to  recognize  that,  in  the  condition  of 
feeling  in  the  ])rovince,  it  was  inexpedient  to  enforce  it.  it 
seems  to  me  that  we  err,  when  we  regard  the  (luestion  siin[)ly 
from  the  constitutional  jjoint  of  view.  Had  perfect  loyalty  to 
the  imperial  government  been  entertainetl,  any  objection  to 
the  enactment  might  have  been  lein[)cratel)'  stated,  and  relief 
from  the  asserted  injustice  asked  with  moderation  and 
digtiity  :  but  no  such  course  was  followed.  The  dissatisfac- 
tion assumeti  the  form  of  violent  indignation,  fomented  by 
those  who  felt  that  the  time  luul  arrived  when  the  subordinate 
position  of  tiie  colonist  should  cease  ;  and  that  in  America  the 
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only  controlling^  legislation  sliould   be  that,  which  the  people 
themselves  voted  in  the  provincial  houses  of  assembly. 

The  reijulations  rci^arding  the  Indian  territories  likewise 
caused  wide  discontent.  The  operations  of  the  jobbers  in 
land  were  checked  by  the  imi)erial  control  imposed  on 
dealings  with  the  Indian.  No  few  of  this  class  were  prepared 
to  obtain  patents  by  an\'  s\-stem  of  chicane,  regardless  of  the 
tumult  and  bloodshed  the  fraud  night  cause.  To  this  day 
Indian  wars  ha\c  jjrevailed  in  the  United  States  from  the 
constant  failure  to  observe  the  princii)le  inculcated  by  these 
regulations  ;  while  in  Canada,  our  fidelity  to  them  has  saved 
us  from  all  evil  consecpiences.  It  is  to  be  remembered  that 
Bouquet's  expedition  to  the  Muskingum  was  brought  to  a 
close  onl\-  in  1764.  It  nia_\-  be  ([uestioncd,  if  the  militia  of  the 
provinces  had  alone  been  in  the  fieUl,  whether  peace  wnikl 
have  liccn   then  obtained,  and  a  desolatin;'  war  mii'ht  have 


be 


en  continued    for  years 


Tl 


le    narrative   contained    m 


the 


early  pages  of  this  volume  will  shew  the  truth  f)f  this  view. 

One  great  mark  c)f  the  want  of  wisdom  of  the  stamp  act 
was  the  insensil)ilit\-  to  the  obligations  entailed  bv  its  enact- 
mciit.  Those  who,  in  the  provinces,  took  part  in  the  opposition 
to  its  introduction  went  to  the  cx'treme  of  agitation.  In  the 
house  of  commons,  the  act  itself  had  attracted  little  attention, 
the  minoritv  against  it  in   a  thin   house,  was  less  than   fort^' 
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sions  had,  at  that  date,  not  been 
ainst  Wilkes.      In  America  on 


excited  by  the  proceedings  a; 
the  contrary,  [lublic  feeling  was  strongly  called  forth.  The 
violent  f)pposition  to  the  act,  commencing  at  .Massachusetts, 
ran  through  all  the  colonies,  (irenville  had  stated  that  the 
tax   was  an  experiment  towards    further  aid   from    .America, 


and 
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:pe 
le  expicssioi 


1  was  tortured  into  a  determination  on  the 


part    of    parliament,    to    introduce    a    systematic    impost    of 
imperial  ta.xation. 

The  agitators  had  the  grountl  to  themselves;  their  virulence 
could  be  persevered  in  without  contratliction,  especially  in  the 
The  gox-ernors  were  powerless  'to  restrain 
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merican  cities. 


them  ;  and  while  the  opposition  press  teemed  with  ifnrestrained 
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violence,  scarcely  a  journal  in  the  imperial  interest  was 
active  in  counteractin<j  the  poison.  ICven  at  this  date  the 
policy  was  observed,  which  was  followed  to  the  eve  of  the 
declaration  of  independence  ;  the  assertion,  on  the  part  of 
those  who  had  determined  to  break  from  the  mother  country, 
of  their  perfect  alleijiance  to  her,  with  the  declaration  that  they 
claimed  oidy  the  ri^^ht  of  liritish  subjects  and  the  freedom 
they  had  inherited  from  their  ICiifjlish  forefathers. 

The  stamp  act  was  a  plausible  grievance,  for  it  could  be 
discussed  and  dignified  by  patriotic  language.  The  repression 
of  smuggling  was , of  a  different  character.  During  the  late 
war  it  had  much  increased  in  England  ;  in  America  it  prevailed 
as  a  custom,  and  had  grown  into  an  almost  universal  practice. 
The  British  goveriunent  rescjlved  that  the  revenue  laws  should 
no  longer  remain  incjperativc.  As  the  officials  who  enforced 
the  custom  regulations  were  appointed  ami  paid  by  the  crown, 
they  were  independent  of  control  by  the  local  authorities.  As 
in  England,  all  cases  of  smuggling  in  .America  were  brought 
before  the  admiralty  courts,  in  which  *he  decision  was  made 
by  the  judge  alone,  no  jury  being  summoned.  Much  activity 
was  shewn  in  preventing  these  breaches  (jf  the  law,  and  their 
suppression  proved  troublesome  in  the  extreme  to  the  traders 
at  Boston,  .md  the  other  parts  of  New  ICngland,  as  also 
to  a  numerous  class  at  New  York.  Armed  vessels  of  war 
were  stationed  on  the  coast  to  prevent  the  landing  of  contra- 
band goods,  and  the  naval  officers  were  sworn  to  execute  the 
revenue  laws.  They  carried  on  the  duty,  possibl\',  with  no 
great  delicac)',  and  with  little  consideration  for  those  engaged 
in  the  trade.  The  consecjuence  was  the  coiitiiuial  complaints 
of  wrongful  .seizures,  and  illegal  outrages. 

All  the  |)assions  awakened  b\' the  regulations  on  the  subject 
of  Indian  lands,  and  called  forth  by  the  suppression  of  smug- 
gling, found  vent  in  the  denunciation  of  the  stamp  act.  To 
nie  it  appears  unwarrantable,  to  attribute  to  this  measure 
alone  all  the  bad  blood  which  was  engendered.  The  act  came 
into  great  prominence  from  the  fact  that  no  other  cause 
explanatory    of  the    dissatisfaction    was    specifically    named. 
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Althougli  its  introduction  formed  the  emblazonment  of  the 
standard  of  discord,  it  represented  in  an  imperfect  degree  the 
discontent  wliich  was  passing  through  the  coloiu'cs;  even  with 
the  additional  stimulant  of  agitation  which  proclaimed  that  it 
was  the  point  of  the  wedge  of  future  imperial  taxation.  The 
account  has  often  been  written  of  the  defiant  spirit  in  which 
the  news  of  the  passage  of  the  act  was  received.  Copies  were 
sold  with  a  deatli's  head  on  them  instead  of  the  roj-ai  arms. 
The  cluircli  bells  tolled  the  death-knell.  Tiie  colours  were 
hoisted  half-mast  high,  and  e\er}'  indication  was  given,  that,  if 
the  act  was  to  come  into  operation,  the  authorities  who  had 
to  enforce  it,  needed  sufficiently  strong  protection  to  carry 
out  the  dut>'. 

Cirenville  let  things  take  their  course  :  there  were  no  troops 
in  l^oston  ;  atjoul  one  hundred  men  onl\'  in  New^  York. 
History  is  full  of  examples  how  an  active  minority  unopposed 
can  commit  a  countrj-  to  a  policy.  A  few  years  later,  in  1780, 
London  was  to  experience  what  a  small  bod)'  of  drunken 
rioters  of  the  lowest  class  could  effect  in  the  lord  George 
Gortlon  riots.  A  few  resolute  men  would  have  put  them 
down  in  an  hour.  The  proceedings  arising  froi..  the  Scots 
guards  having  lireil  upon  the  peo[)le  in  Saint  George's  field 
in  176S,  had  paralxsed  the  militar\-  authorities  even  in  tlie 
purlieus  of  the  court.'-' 

There  was  throughout  the  revolutionary  war  a  strong  party 
recognized  as  lox'alists  ;  and   had  (ircat   Britain  [)osscssed  a 

*  On  the  openini;  of  |milininent  in  1768  a  mob  assembled  <it  the  fjale  of  tlie 
King's  Bench  prison,  demanding  tiie  release  of  \Vill<es,  wlio  had  Iieen  again 
returned  member  for  .Middlesex.  Some  magistrates,  on  liearing  of  the  tumult, 
came  upon  tiie  ground  and,  on  the  arrival  of  tlie  Scots  guards  \vh.)  had  been 
called  out,  stones  and  brickbats  were  hurled  at  the  troops.  Tlie  riot  act  was 
read.  Uy  the  accounts  i>(  the  day  the  troops  were  ordered  to  tire.  Some  of  the 
men  weie  accused  of  having  pursued  a  young  man  a  short  distance,  and  of  having 
shot  iiini.  Six  persons  were  killed,  fifteen  woundeil,  including  two  women.  A 
coroner's  verdict  of  wilful  murder  was  brought  against  the  magistrate  and  troops, 
and  by  name  against  one  McLean,  the  soldier  who  had  followed  and  shot  the 
young  man.  On  their  trial  they  were  found  not  guilty.  Although  the  secretary  of 
war  ccmveyed  to  the  officers  an<l  men  the  royal  approbation  for  their  conduct,  the 
event  caused  great  hesitation  on  the  part  of  those  in  authority,  when  they  had 
to  act  in  similar  circunislances. 
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minister  such  as  Chatham  once  was,  who  woiikl  have  selected 
aiilc  officers  to  repress  the  republican  spirit  then  comin.i>" 
into  prominence  in  New  luiijlancl,  assured  of  the  support 
to  be  t,n'ven  them,  we  should  have  seen  the  well-disposed, 
trusting;"  to  be  full}'  sustained,  rans^e  themselves  on  the  side 
of  autliorit>',  and  have  heard  little  of  the  Otis  and  Adamses. 
The  grievances  which  really  needed  redress  would  have  been 
examined  and  probed,  not  with  weakness  and  hesitation,  but 
with  resolution  and  justice.  This  determination,  carried  out 
in  a  spirit  of  conciliation,  was  shewn  at  no  time  of  Ihi.s 
unhappy  contest  by  imperial  ministers.  Tiie  record  of  the 
])roceedin<^s  of  the  mother  country  is  an  uninterrupted  exhi- 
bition of  irresolution  and  weak  petulance,  characterized  b}'  a 
want  of  statesmanship,  mismanagement,  and  an  incapacity 
to  comprehend  the  true  issues  at  .stake;  while  tlic  choice  of 
instruinents,  military  and  political,  inchuled  the  most  incom- 
petent and  reprehensible  appointments  to  high  positions 
which  appear  on  the  pages  of  histor\'. 

The  war  of  independence  closed  with  reverses  to  (jreat 
Britain,  more  from  the  want  of  ability  of  her  public  men  and 
the  incapacity  and  lack  of  prudence  of  her  generals,  than  from 
the  superior  wisdom  ami  conduct  siiewn  by  the  provincial 
leaders.  One  name  only  on  either  side  stands  prominently 
forth  as  possessing  unblemishetl  merit,  that  of  Washington. 
Jhe  more  the  events  of  that  tlate  are  considered,  the  more  the 
ability  and  worth  of  that  remark-able  man  are  indisputably 
established.  It  is  no  exaggeration  to  describe  him  in  the 
known  sentence,  as  the  father  of  the  iiuK!pen(lence  of  his 
country.  In  the  mid-day  splendour  of  his  merit,  at  its 
highest  altitut'e,  the  pett}'  twinkle  of  the  small  planets,  his 
contemporaries,  is  so  insignificant  as  to  attract  little  attention. 

What  appears  inexplicable  at  this  earh'  date  is  the  aban- 
donment by  the  ]h-itisli  go\ermnent  of  the  field  of  public 
controvers}-  in  the  provinces. 

The  publication  of  inilammator)-  libels  was  systematically 
persevered  in  by  the  advocates  of  revoluticjit,  to  remain 
uncontradicted.     The  object  of  these  writers  was   to   excite 
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jealousy  and  discontent  and  hold  up  to  derision  every  imperial 
official.  During  the  excitement  of  the  stamp  act,  those  who 
were  known  to  favour  it  in  any  form  were  exposed  to  personal 
violence.  There  was  no  attempt  to  protect  the  friends  of  the 
government.  What  pas.sed  for  law  was  entirely  on  the  side 
of  tumult,  for  there  was  no  power  to  safeguard  any  person 
active  in  the  opposite  direction.  The  governors  were  without 
power  to  sustain  any  public  man  who  was  desirous  of  giving 
support  to  the  views  of  their  government  ;  all  known  as  the 
advocates  of  the  policy  of  parliament  were  the  (objects  of 
unrelenting  persecution.  The  proceedings  at  Boston  before 
the  arrival  of  the  stamp  act,  in  the  summer  of  1765,  relate 
the  fate  of  the  friends  of  authorit}'.  A  tall  elm,  under  which 
the  opponents  of  the  stamp  act  were  accustomed  to  assemble, 
was  christened  by  them  "  the  tree  of  liberty,"  and  from  its 
branches  were  dangled  the  effigies  of  the  prominent  citizens 
who  were  supposed  to  favour  the  measure.  The  secretary  of 
the  province  was  Oliver  ;  he  liad  been  named  the  stamp 
distributor.  The  mob  pulled  down  a  house  reputed  to  be 
chosen  as  the  future  stamp  office,  broke  Oliver's  windows, 
and  destroyed  his  furniture.  Under  threat  of  personal  injury 
Oliver  resigned  his  appointment.*  One  Mayh.w,  a  clergy- 
man of  one  of  the  non-episcopal  denominations,  for  he  is 
remembered  by  no  prominent  act  beyond  his  opfjosition  to 
the  society  for  the  propagation  of  the  gospel  sending  out 
missionaries  of   the  church  of  England,  ])reached  a  violent 

•  Tlie  secieliwy,  Aiulrew  Oliver,  suhseciuently  appointed  iieutennnl-govenior 
on  the  s.'xme  day  that  IliUchinson  was  apjioiiited  i;i)veinor,  26tli  of  October,  1 770. 
He  was  the  brotlier  of  Peter  Ohver,  the  chief-justice,  who  li:iviii£j  married  .Sarali 
Sand  ford  was  l)rothcr-in-law  to  I  liilciiinson,  whose  wife  was  her  sister,  Margaret 
Sandford.  The  son  of  the  ciiiefjuslice,  Dr.  I'eter  Oliver,  married  Hutchinson's 
daughter  Sally.  Andrew  Oliver  died  in  March,  1 774.  Hutchinson  wrote 
concerning  him  to  Manduil  on  the  last  day  of  that  month  [Diary  and  letters, 
•i  P-  '.I."?!  '•  "  I  he  I,ieulenant-(;overnor  is  out  of  the  reach  of  his  enemies.  'I'hey 
followcil  him,  however  to  the  grave  ;  a  part  of  the  mob,  upon  the  relations  coming 
out  of  the  Hurying  Ground,  giving  three  huzzas.  And  yet  few  better  men  have 
lived." 

Thomas  Oliver,  who  succeeded  as  lieutenant-governor,  although  of  the  same 
name,  was  in  no  way  connected  with  the  Oliver  family  above  alhwled  to. 
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sermon  against  the  stamp  act.  The  text  of  this  teacher  of 
the  fj[ospel  of  peace  nas  :  "  I  would  they  were  even  cut  off 
which  trouble  \ou."  *  It  was  the  signal  for  the  renewal  of 
riots.  On  the  following  night  the  residence  of  Story,  the 
registrar  of  the  admiralt)',  was  attacked,  the  public  records 
and  his  own  pa[)eis  were  destroyed.  Thence  the  mob  pro- 
ceeded to  the  controller  of  customs,  broke  into  his  house, 
looted  it,  and  drank  what  wine  antl  liquor  could  be  found. 
They  ne.xt  rushed  to  the  house  of  Hutchinson,  the  lieutenant- 
governor.  He  and  his  family  had  to  flee  for  their  lives.  The 
house  was  gutted,  the  furniture  and  property  brought  into 
the  street  and  burned.  Hutchinson's  library-,  his  private 
papers  and  the  records  connected  with  the  history  of  the 
province,  which  he  had  been  a  (piartcr  of  a  century  in  collect- 
ing, were  scattered  about  in  all  directions.  Many  of  those 
rare  papers  have  never  been  replaced.  Hutchinson  of  all  men 
exacted  respect,  and  at  this  day  no  character  in  colonial 
history  stands  higher.  His  one  fault  in  the  eyes  of  his 
assailants  was  that  he  was  loyal  to  Great  J^ritain. 

One  cainiot  but  feel  how  a  few  troops  properly  commanded 
would  have  dispersed  in  twenty  minutes  this  wretched  rabble. 
Even  at  the  time,  those  who  sided  with  the  actors  felt  them- 
selves called  upon  to  sununon  a  public  meeting  and  to  declare 
their  "  abhorrence"  of  such  outrages.  No  one  was  punished, 
although  the  prominent  persons  engaged  in  the  affair  were 
well  known,  and  this  passixe  encouragement  shewed  that, 
in  future  emergencies,  the  j)ej"petrators  of  violence  antl  the 
abettors  of  terrorism  could,  when  the  crimes  were  coimnitted 
in  the  interest  of  agitation,  again  violate  law  and  order. 

*  ("lalatians  V.,  12. 
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CHAPTER  II. 

In  July,  i7^>S,  Grcnvillc  was  dismissed  by  Georfje  HI. 
After  an  ineffectual  attempt  to  induce  Pitt  to  form  a  ministry 
lord  Rockinj^ham  was  appointed  jircmier  of  tlie  new  adminis- 
tration. His  t^ovcrnment  lastetl  from  tlic  loth  of  July,  1765, 
to  the  30th  of  July,  1766.  In  Burke's  [)aper,  "  A  sliort  account 
of  a  short  administration,"  he  placed  side  by  side  in  the  list  of 
the  seven  prominent  services  rendered  in  this  period,  the 
repeal  of  the  stamp  act,  and  the  act  securing  the  dependence 
of  the  colonies.  It  is  at  no  time  difficult,  with  the  knowledge 
of  subscciuent  events,  to  suggest  a  policy  which  would  have 
obtained  happier  results,  than  that  followed  on  any  i^articular 
occasion.  It  must  however  appear  strange  that  a  mind  of  such 
a  character  as  Ikirke's,  failed  to  recognize  the  contradiction 
of  tlie  repeal  of  the  stamp  act,  and  the  declaratory  act  of  the 
right  of  the  British  parliament  to  tax  the  colonies.  It  maybe 
said  that  the  sense  of  this  incon^ruitv'  mav  be  traced  in  the 
semi-apologetic  tone  in  which  Bnrke  describes  the  second  act, 
as  having  been  conceixcd  to  conciliate  pulilic  opinion,  and  it  is 
impossible  to  esca])e  the  conviction  that  it  was  brought  forward 
only  owing  to  what  Johnson  described  in  his  pamphlet  of 
"Ti'.e  h'alse  Alarm,"  as  "the  great  and  pregnant  princii)le  of 
political  neccssit)'."  The  repeal  of  the  stamp  act,  pure  and 
simple,  was  open  to  the  objection  of  being  an  incomplete 
measure  ;  for  if  the  repeal  of  the  act  was  to  be  regarded  as  a 
recognition  of  a  principle,  the  right  of  the  imperial  ])arliament 
to  impose  future  taxation  should  at  the  same  time  have  been 
renounced.  If,  on  the  other  hand,  it  had  been  determined  to 
maintain  the  right  of  parliament  to  impose  taxes,  it  should 
have  been  deliberateh- so  declared,  and  the  act  in  its  integrit\- 
maintained.  The  position  was  uiidoubtedl}'  critical,  aiul  was 
to  be  met  onl)'  by  judgment  and  courage.     It  was  the  first 
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occasion  on  the  part  of  the  colonics  of  a  direct  refusal  of 
obedience  on  their  part.  The  new  ministry  was  unfortunately 
in  the  dilcmina,  that  when  in  opposition  they  had  opptxscd  the 
stamp  act:  bein<^  in  power,  they  felt  bound  as  a  party  measure 
to  repeal  it.  It  was  the  policy  of  weakness  not  to  consider 
directly  in  the  act  itself,  the  principle  on  whicji  the  act  was 
founded,  if  that  principle  was  to  be  in  any  way  modified. 
The  contrary  was  the  case  in  the  two  bills  passed  by  the 
house  ;  on  one  hand,  there  was  an  abandonment  of  the 
principle  on  which  ta.xation  had  been  imposed  on  the 
colonies  b\'  parliament  ;  on  the  other,  an  aflnination  of  the 
suprcmacx'  of  the  central  t^overnment,  and  the  maintenance 
of  the  riijht  which  at  any  future  time  could  be  exercised. 

The  politicians  of  New  l'"n<;land  who  professed  advanced 
opinions,  whose  desire  was  to  be  free  from  imperial  control, 
and  in  the  attainment  of  that  result  saw  the  prospect  of  per- 
sonal distinction  hitherto  denied  them,  welcomed  the  aban- 
domnent  of  the  act  not  as  aOoncession  of  parliament  made  in 
the  interest  of  peace,  but  as  a  victory  of  the  opinions  advocated 
])y  them,  ami  achieved  by  the  irresistible  strength  of  their 
unfia_i^t;ing  opposition.  The  re[)eal  therefore  advanced  the 
cause  of  independence  they  had  at  lieart.  They  fiercely 
attacked  the  declaratory  act,  using  it  as  a  lever  b\'  which  the 
alarm  and  the  at;itation  could  be  maintained  ;  while  others 
who  had  been  led  to  think  that  their  liberty  liad  really  been 
threatened  b\'  the  ta.\,  and  had  honcstU*  accepted  the  view 
that  it  was  an  attack  upon  their  rit;hts  and  i)ri\ile5;es,  were 
satisfied  b\-  its  repeal.  The  writers  who  were  fomenting 
difficulty  were  unceasing  in  instilling  the  doctrine,  that  there 
was  no  ground  for  gratulatioii  ;  that  the  maintenance  of  tlie 
|)rinciple  only  shewed  greater  powers  were  aimed  at,  and  if 
freedom  was  to  be  granted  to  America,  it  could  only  be 
secured  In'  the  courage  and  ccjustanc}'  of  purpose  of  those 
demanding  it.  'Ihe  colonists  were  warned  to  continue  acti\e 
ill  their  ojiposition,  and  to  be  vigilant  in  the  advocacy  of  their 
rights.  Ihey  were  exhorted  to  encourage  the  production  of 
wool,  flax,  hemp  and  cotton,  to  work  them  into  clothing,  and 
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to  avoid  importation  of  liriti.sh  maiuifactuies  so  far  as  tlic)' 
were  able. 

Massaclnisetts  had  been  callcil  upnii  to  indciniiify  the 
sufferers  from  tlie  riots.  The  demand  was  in  the  first  instance 
met  by  a  refusal ;  and  it  was  only  eventually  atlmitted,  because 
Great  Britain  refused  to  pay  money  voted  in  1763  until  the 
satisfaction  asUeil  was  ^dvcn.  In  passinj;  tiie  act  to  pa)'  the 
claims,  a  clause  of  indemnity  in  favour  of  the  rioters  was 
inserted.  This  clause,  which  was  in  fact  an  encroachment  on 
the  prerotjativc  of  the  crown,  ^rantin;^  pardon  for  crime,  was 
annulled  by  an  order  of  council  in  l*".ngland. 

If  statesmanship  had  at  this  crisis  been  exercised,  it  was 
possible  to  have  re-established  the  old  kindly  relationship. 
The  feclinj^s  of  affection  entertained  by  the  majority  of  the 
population  in  tin:  years  when  the  American  provinces  relieil 
on  the  power  of  Great  Britain  for  protection  a<;ainst  the 
active, vit^orous,  destructive  attacks  of  France,  nn'^ht  have  been 
re-awakcned.  No  one  had  pres^id  more  for  the  retention  of 
Canada  by  the  British  at  the  peace  than  Fraid<lin,  and  at 
this  pcriotl  he  was  attached  to  l^ritish  rule.  His  feelin<;s 
changed  at  a  later  date;  and  when  they  followed  the  oppo- 
site direction,  no  one  with  greater  subtility,  more  perse\er- 
ingly,  and  more  astutely  acted  to  attain  separation.  There 
was  a  strong,  wealthy  and  influential  party  attached  to  the 
connection  with  (jreat  Britain,  that  remained  so  to  the  last. 
It  should  have  been  regarded  as  a  duty  by  the  ministr\'  to 
give  this  class  unfailing  siip[)ort  and  countenance  ;  and  to 
take  measures  that  the  cause  of  law  and  ortler  was  not 
violated  with  impunit)-.  What  was  above  all  desirable  was  a 
g(jvcrnment,  sustainetl  by  resolution  and  material  strength, 
which  should  act  with  justice,  wisdom  and  moderation,  and, 
not  permit  the  [)r(jmoters  of  tumult  and  disorder  to  continue 
tlieir  career  unchecked. 

At  that  date  it  was  not  possible  to  hope  for  wise  theories  of 
trade,  for  the  [)rinciples  of  practical  economj'  were  onl}' 
im|)erfectly  understood.  It  was,  however,  so  far  known  that 
unwise  restrictions  on  commerce  lead  to  discontent,  and  tint 
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to  a  certain  extent  concessions  were  possible,  which  thesclfisli 
opposition  of  tlie  l''nj^Ush  coiniiierciai  chisses  could  not  have 
obstructed.  One  of  the  (greatest  of  all  essentials  was  that  on 
the  commencement  of  the  disturbances  a  force  should  have 
b'.-'en  stationed  in  New  \'ork,  Boston,  and  riiiladelphia,  to 
sustain  the  civil  authorities  when  their  power  was  assailed 
and  to  protect  the  executive  in  the  discharj^e  of  its  onerous 
and  trx-iii'f  duties. 

l'\)r  this  neglect  the  Hritish  government  is  responsible. 
The  ministers  did  nothing.  They  allowed  events  to  take 
their  course,  and  drift  onward  in  their  ill-oincned  career,  as 
might  happen,  without  control  or  direction. 

The  duke  of  (Irafton's  administration  commenced  in  Jul}', 
1766,  ;ui(l  lasted  until  the  2iSth  of  January,  1770,  three  years 
and  a  half.  I'itt,  created  earl  of  Chatham,  became  a  nominal 
member  of  the  ministry.  15ut  he  was'  no  longer  the  William 
I'itt  who  had  directed  the  fortunes  of  his  country,  and  by 
raising  her  to  a  height,  of  renown  she  hail  never  hitherto 
attained,  made  the  name  of  I'itt  immortal.  It  is  generally 
conceded  that  during  the  greater  part  of  this  period  Chathain's 
intellect  was  untler  an  eclipse.  It  maj-  be  averred  that  he 
iic\er  regained  that  force  of  character  and  clearness  of  judg- 
ment, which  in  the  previous  reign  had  effected  such  remarkable 
results.  Although  to  all  appearance  his  mind  was  re-estab- 
lished, his  oratory  characterized  by  the  lirilliaiicy  which  had 
gained  him  his  fame,  and  by  its  all  commanding  power  held 
his  listeners  entranced,  his  later  speeches  cannot  be  placed  at 
a  higher  horizon  than  powerful  rhetoric.  In  vain  we  look  for 
that  statesmanship  which  had  made  him  supreme  in  the 
councils  of  his  countr)%  and  the  affections  of  the  people.  One 
view  was  onlj'  cxprcsseil  ;  conciliation  towards  the  colonies, 
and  the  justification  of  their  excuses.  At  the  same  time,  he 
declared  himself  a  strong  supporter  of  the  control  of  parlia- 
ment, lie  would  never  permit  himself  to  believe,  that  there 
was  a  desire  of  disruption  on  their  part,  and  yet,  it  may  be 
said,  no  public  man  in  England  aided  more  than  himself  to 
consummate  that  deplorable  event. 
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For  the  {greater  i)art  of  tlic  time  that  Chatham  was  a 
incml)C'r  of  tlic  (Iraftoii  ministry,  to  uhiclj  liis  name  Ljave  the 
cliicf  strcn.i;th  and  suoport,  a  pcriotl  of  the  j^reatest  anxiety, 
caUinj,'  for  wisdom  and  fuinness,  he  remainixl  ;it  Hatli  or 
Marlborou^di  pnjstratc,  owin^f  to  sliattered  health  and  a 
lirokeii  nn'nd.  It  wasduiinL;  Chatham's  uhandonmtMit  of  all 
ministerial  diit)',  that  Charles  Townshend,  chancellor  of  the 
exchetiuer,  in  this  ministry,  introduced  his  memorable  meas- 
ures with  re<;ard  to  America  on  the  13th  of  May,  1767.  If 
we  read  between  the  lines  of  Burke's  speech  on  taxation, 
1774,  w(.'  may  form  the  opinicju,  that  Townshend  was  influ- 
enced in  this  course  by  the  "  kini^f's  friends."  The  kiiii^'s  own 
o])inion  was  well  known  to  have  been  slroni;ly  a;j;ainsl  the 
repeal  of  the  stamp  act;  and  the  imposition  of  any  system  of 
taxation  was  a  re-assertion  of  the  authority  he  never  failed  to 
maintain  as  his  prerogative,  'rownshend  brouLjht  forward 
three  measures.  One  suspendinij  the  powers  of  the  New  York 
assembly,  the  [governor  beinii"  forbitlden  to  sanction  an\'  law 
until  the  mutiny  act  was  complied  with.  The  justice  of  tiiis 
act  mi'.st  be  admitted  by  posterit}'.  /\n  imperial  act  had 
been  passed  by  parliament,  settint^  forth  the  i)rovisions  by 
which  cjuarters  would  be  furnished  the  imperial  troops.  At 
the  dale  of  the  passing'  of  the  act,  17(^)5,  a  colunni  was  in  the 
field  to  obtain  such  a  peace  with  the  Indians  as  would  be 
without  daiii^er  of  disturbance.  Owint;-  to  the  march  of  a 
body  of  men  proceeding  to  the  front,  throui;!!  the  province  of 
New  York,  the  i^overnor  applied  to  the  lei^islature  to  obtain 
accoinmodation  for  them.  His  messatjjc  was  <^iven  the  day 
after  he  had  communicated  the  repeal  of  the  stamp  act  in  1766. 
No  answer  was  returned  until  after  their  arri\al.  It  was  only 
the  want  of  (piartcrs  for  the  troops  which  commanded  atten- 
tion to  the  governor's  message.  The  assembly  affected  to 
consider  the  recjuest  as  coming  dircctl)'  from  the  king. 
Several  messages  were  interchanged  ;  finally  the  assembly 
refused  to  carrj-  out  the  act.  The  same  feeling  was  manifested 
in  other  colonies.  The  fact  is  a  strange  exponent  uf  the 
argument,  which  traces  the  cause  of  the  hostility  of  the 
provinces  to  the  stamp  act  alone. 
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'I'ho  second  act  was  tlic  (•stablisluncnt  of  a  hoard  of  com- 
missioners of  custonis  to  can)'  out  the-  laws  relatinj^  to  trade. 

Tin;  third  act  e.sphiins  the  cause  of  the  one  ahovc-  named, 
for  it  imposed  chilies  on  British  manufactured  ^oods  im- 
ported into  .\merica,  as  a  port  chit),  viz.;  on  ^lass,  red  and 
white  lead,  and  painters'  colours,  liUewise  upon  tea.  The 
product  was  to  l)e  appropriated  to  a  civil  list  for  the  pa\iuent 
hy  the  crown  of  ^oxernors  and  judj^es.  The  rexcnue  looked 
lor,  ^,40,000  sterlin^f,  was  sc:)  small,  that  uc  are  justified  in 
ret^arclin,^-  the  dcsi;4n  of  the  act  to  ha\e  been  a  declaration 
of  the  ri^ht  of  ta.Niation  ;  and  that  the  object  of  obtaiin'n^ 
revenue  was  secondary  and  subordinate.  In  short,  it  was  the 
re-afflrmation  of  the  principle  abandoned  bj'  the  repeal  oi' 
the  stamp  act. 

These  acts  called  forth  j,a-cat  discontent  in  .\merica.  They 
were  pronounced  to  be  unconstitutional,  and  the  power  of 
parliament  to  impose  ta.xation  was  t;enerally  repudiated. 
l'",n<4land  was  declared  to  be  a  malignant  sle[)-mother,  and 
the  officials  who  represented  her  were  sultjecled  to  insult. 
It  was  on  this  occasion,  the  fust  congress  of  the  united 
colonies  assembled.  The  importance  of  creatin^i;  a  single 
basis  of  action,  and  so  reconciling^  the  discordant  interests 
which  separated  the  provinces,  cannot  be  over-rated.  It 
called  into  beiiii;'  the  machinery  by  which  the  revolution 
was  subsecpientl)-  acccjuiplished,  for  it  [)laced  in  form  and 
s)-stem,  the  allegations  cjf  a  common  complaint,  and  formu- 
lated an  accepted  specification  cjf  grievances.  Above  all,  with 
those  w  ho  were  hesitatiiii^'  as  to  the  course  they  would  fcjllcjw , 
it  tended  to  impair  res[)ect  and  affection  for  the  mother 
countrx'. 

A  meetini;  was  held  in  lloslon,  in  October,  1768,  with  the 
desi_^n  of  entering  into  an  engagement  to  abandon  the  use  of 
all  luxuries,  and  tcj  discontinue  impcjrtations  of  home  manu- 
lactures.  It  was  felt,  that  here  was  a  vulnerable  point,  by 
which  the  colonists  could  obtain  support  in  their  demands  by 
the  interference  c;f  the  commercial  class,  whc:)se  interest  this 
measure  assailed.    One  heart-burning  imperial  regulation  was 
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the  establisliinent  of  the  board  of  customs  at  Boston,  to 
enforce  the  laws  ;  for  sinufjgling  was  really  a  portion  of  ordi- 
nary commerce,  and  to  interfere  with  this  course  of  trade  was 
to  destroy  the  means  of  livelihood  of  those  ent^aged  in  it. 

The  Massachusetts  assembly  met  in  January,  1768,  and  voted 
a  petition  to  the  king.  The  governor,  sir  Francis  Bernard, 
called  upon  the  assembly  to  rescind  the  resolutions  passed 
the  previous  year,  which  had  led  to  the  wide  distribution  of 
the  circulars  summoning  a  meeting  of  provincial  delegates. 
The  majority  declined  to  complj',  asserting  that  by  so  doing 
their  votes  would  be  controlled,  and  thej'  would  possess  only 
the  semblance  of  liberty.  Tl'C  governor  dissolved  the  house, 
liernard  was  a  man  of  ability.  United  States  writers  describe 
him  as  ])etulant,  unconciliatorj',  and  arbitrary;  but  he  had  by 
his  advocacy  of  the  stamp  act  fallen  into  popular  disfavour, 
and,  by  his  refusal  to  confirm  the  nomination  of  some 
members  of  the  council,  had  become  the  object  of  personal 
animositj'  to  his  political  opponents  in  the  legislature.  Tiie 
letters,  afterwards  published,  in  which  he  ])cnctratcd  the 
mf)tives  of  the  extreme  leaders,  excited  much  ill  feeling 
against  him.  .\  subsccpient  cause  of  grievance  was  that 
Ik'rnard  was  made  a  baronet,  in  1769.  He  was  called  home 
in  the  summer  of  this  jear,  and  '.  latchinson,  then  lieutenant- 
governor,  was  named  governor  in  his  place. 

In  June  of  the  same  year,  the  incident  of  the  sloop  "Liberty" 
took  place.  The  vessel  was  the  property  of  Mr.  John 
Hancock,  a  merchant  of  lioston,  afterwards  chosen  president 
of  congress.  It  arrived  in  port  with  a  cargo  of  .Madeira,  and, 
as  the  custom  house  officer  objected  to  the  cargo  being  landed 
without  payment  of  duty,  the  captain  locked  him  up  in  the 
cabin,  put  the  Madeira  ashore,  and  substituted  a  few  barrels 
of  oil  in  its  place,  which  were  entered  as  the  cargo.  The 
fraud  being  detected,  the  sloop  was  seized,  and  placed  und  •• 
the  guns  of  the  "Romney."  On  the  sloop  being  moved  away, 
a  mob  gathered,  and  the  custom  house  officials  were  assaulted 
and  pelted.  Their  houses  were  attacked,  and  the  windows 
broken,  while  the  collectors'  boats  were  .seized,  hauled  through 
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the  streets,  and  burned  in  front  of  Hancock's  house.  The 
custom  officers  a])i)licd  to  the  governor  for  protection,  and  the 
matter  was  brouj^lit  before  the  council.  Such  was  the  force 
of  mob  law  that  nothing  was  done,  and  the  officers  were  even 
driven  to  scelv  jMotectioii  against  personal  violence  at  Castle 
William. 

These  proceedings  were  followed  by  a  public  meeting  held 
on  the  14th  of  June,  when  a  remonstrance  was  presented 
against  the  seizure  of  the  sloop,  which  furnished  the  cause  of 
the  defiance  of  law,  with  the  additional  request  that  the 
'Roiv'iey"  should  be  ordered  out  of  the  harbour.  In  conse- 
ciuence  of  these  disturbances,  orders  were  sent  to  Gage,  in 
command  at  New  York,  to  despatch  additional  troops  to 
]?oston,  and  two  regiments,  with  four  sloops  of  war,  were 
ordered  there  from  Halifax. 

The  agitation  was  in  no  way  permitted  to  rest.  On  the 
I  2th  of  September  a  meeting  was  held,  at  which  a  petition 
was  drafted  to  the  governor,  calling  upon  him  to  summon  an 
assembly.  He  replied  that  it  was  not  in  his  power  to  comply 
until  he  received  the  proper  instructions  to  do  so.  In  conse- 
quence, a  public  meeting  was  convened,  at  which  it  was 
declared  by  those  who  attended,  that  the  presence  of  this 
armed  force  would  be  an  infringement  of  their  rights  as 
citizens,  anil  that,  as  a  war  with  h'rance  was  looked  for,  the 
inhabitants  not  pos.sessing  arms  should  procure  them.  The\' 
further  reconinicntled  that  there  should  be  an  assembly  of 
(U^legates  from  all  the  towns,  within  ten  days,  at  l^oston. 
These  proceedings  did  not  pass  without  reprobation,  and 
the\^  were  condemned  in  main'  c[uarters  in  Boston  itself.  In 
accordance  with  the  custom  which  had  been  introduced  of 
connecting  the  cause  of  political  dissatisfaction  with  religion, 
the  several  ministers  were  called  upiMi  to  name  a  day  of 
fasting  antl  pra\er  throughout  the  province. 

The  convention  met  on  the  22nd  of  September  in  I'aneuil 
Hall;  ninet\'-eight  towns  and  eight  districts  were  re[)rcsented. 
Hatfield  refused  to  take  any  part  in  the  proceedings.  The 
assembled  delegates  sent  a  deputation    to    the   governor  to 
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disclaim  all  cxticine  acts,  assuriiit^  him  that  they  had  only 
met  to  discuss  such  measures  as  would  [jroinotc  peace.  The 
governor  rcfu.sed  to  receive  the  deputation,  and  issued  a  pro- 
clamation callinj4"  upon  the  convention  to  disperse,  and  firmly 
declaied  that  he  would  assert  the  prerogative  of  the 
crown.  The  troops  were  daily  expected,  and  it  became 
a  cpicstioii  whether  the  republican  party  which  had  sum- 
moned the  con\ention,  and  it  is  not  possible  to  deny  its 
existence  audits  unceasing  activity,  would  set  the  government 
at  defiance,  and  assert  with  arms  in  their  hands  the  rights  they 
claimed,  or  whether  they  would  follow  moderate  counsels  and 
eschew  violence. 

The}'  contented  themselves  with  taking  the  C(jnstitutional 
course  of  petitioning  the  king  ;  and,  disclaiming  all  pretence 
to  authority,  recommended  deference  to  the  government,  and 
that  they  should  patiently  await  the  result  of  an  a[)|)cal  to 
the  royal  wisdom.  The  convention  was  tlissolvjd  on  the 
29th,  having  deliberated  for  a  week  onl\';  on  the  same  day 
the  troo[)s  arrived.  The  latter  were  cpiartered  in  some  houses 
in  the  town  hired  to  receive  them.  In  a  short  time  four  regi- 
ments were  present  in  the  city. 

It  is  idle  to  reject  the  belief  that  the  e.xj)ected  arrival  of  the 
troops  exercised  control  over  the  turbulence  f)f  the  convention; 
their  presence  was  of  greater  inii)orlance,  that  it  was  the  first 
exhibition  of  imperial  authorit)'.  A  wise  assertion  of  control 
over  mob  lawlessness  would  have  tpiietcd  the  public  mind,  and 
have  put  a  stop  to  the  reckless  agitation  which  the  re[)ublican 
spirit  of  New  l'!!iigland  ,vas  fostering.  The  extreme  party 
which  had  in  view  the  scparition  of  the  ])ro\inces  from  the 
mother  couiitrx-,  as  general])-  happens  with  men  professing 
advanced  (^])inions,  were  regardless  of  all  cijiisetiuence.  The 
great  l)ulk  of  the  people,  at  this  date,  did  not  desire  any 
such  violeiil  disruption,  and  these  opinions  were  entertainetl 
to  the  last  by  a  large,  intelligent  minoriU'.  Mven  those  who 
had  o|)p()sed  the  proceedings  taken  in  the  house  of  commons 
in  the  matter  of  ta.xation,  were  not  prepared  to  advocate  a 
total   dissex'eraiice  of   the   old    political    relationship.     There 
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always  remained  with  the  best  of  the  population  this  tic  of 
affection  and  sentiment.  In  the  emcri;cncy  which  had  arisen, 
and  which  ouj^ht  not  to  have  been  misunderstood,  the  policy, 
indis[)ensable  to  the  preservation  of  peace,  was,  that  the 
rjovernment  slunild  act  with  moderation,  but,  at  the  same  time, 
make  the  fact  plain,  that  observance  of  the  law  would  be 
enforced  by  the  stroni:^  hand  of  power.  L'nhappily  no  such 
vindication  of  authority  was  experienceil  ;  no  fixed  principles 
to  assure  peace  aud  order  were  observetl.  The  British 
ministry  acted,  as  if  those  responsible  to  the  country  were 
unable  to  appreciate  the  complications  each  month  becoming 
more  serious.  There  was  an  alternation  of  weakness  and  the 
arrogant  assertion  of  parliamentary  right,  as  if  a  printed  act  of 
parliament  was  [)otent  to  calm  the  passions  which  had  been 
awakened.  In  place  of  the  presence  of  a  master  mind  wisely 
striving  to  steer  through  tlu-  threatening  storm,  all  that  can 
be  traced  in  this  chaos  of  mis-government  is  the  intluence 
proceeding  from  the  king's  obstinate  perseverance  in  his 
opinions. 

It  is  now  admitted  that  in  the  illness  of  the  king  in  i"65 
he  disclosed  sym[)toms  of  that  mental  weakness  which  after- 
wards clouded  his  life,  and  in  1788  took  such  positive  form 
as  to  necessitate  his  being  placed  under  restraint.  The 
intensity  of  feeling  of  George  III.  regarding  the  .American 
provinces  may,  1  think,  be  ascribed  to  this  misfortune,  and 
must  be  adduced  both  as  an  explanation  of,  and  as  an 
apology  if  it  can  be  acce|jte(.l,  for  the  extreme  measures  which 
were  introduceil  at  iiis  desire.  The  correspondence  of  the 
kintr  shews  how  he  watched  ever\'  vote  in  tlie  house  of  com- 
mons,  and  the  extent  to  which  he  resisteil  all  <)[)positi()ii  to 
the  \iews  he  heUl.  It  was  this  assertion  of  personal  goxcin- 
nient  which  led  to  the  American  cause  being  advocated  by  the 
opposition,  as  representing  a  first  princii)le  ot  constitutional 
liberty.  The  monarch  by  the  "  king's  friends  "  could  always 
attain  the  advocacy  of  his  wish  :  the  measures  he  desired  to 
pass  were  introduced  by  members,  who  at  the  tirst  glance 
would    appear    totall\-   disconnected    with    him.      Hut    if   the 
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secret  workin^^  of  those   intrigues    could  have  been   probed 
the  rehitionship  could  have  been  estal^lished. 

I  have  staled  that  in  l^urkc's  speech  upon  American 
taxation,  in  whicli  he  narrated  the  introduction  by  Ciiarlcs 
Townshend  of  the  measures  of  1767,  it  a[)pcars  plain  that  lie 
conceived  that  Townshend  acted  from  powerful  inlluenccs 
exercised  over  him,  traceable  as  proceedini^  from  the  king. 
In  these  days  Geor_q;e  the  third  persevered  in  this  interven- 
tion to  the  last,  and  never  ceased  to  exercise  his  personal 
authority  over  the  policy  f)f  the  ministry.*  However  serious 
the  tumult  arising  from  the  discontent  in  America,  it  was 
the  ])olicy  of  Great  Britain  to  avoid  all  i)assionate  legislation, 
and  however  irritating  the  provocation  given,  no  retaliatory 
enactments  should  have  been  countenanced  in  London.  The 
effort  should  have  been  made,  to  retain  the  other  provinces 
unconnected  with  the  violence  practised  in  Boston.  The 
abstinence  from  similar  lawlessness  would  have  been  a  proof, 
tiiat  they  did  not  countenance  the  pretensions  which  dictated 
it.  Plainl)',  riot  should  have  been  repressed  ;  but,  however 
firm  the  hand  controlling  it,  its  strength  shoukl  have  been 
undemonstrative.  Above  all,  no  appeal  should  have  been 
made  to  invoke  jirovincial  feeling,  liable  to  be  affected  by 
harshness  and  petulance.  Massachusetts,  thus  kept  apart, 
must  have  fallen  back  on  the  beaten  track  of  constitutional 
opposition,  or  would  have  remained  alone  in  its  defiant  viola- 
tion of  law.  The  agitation  of  Patrick  IIcnr\-,  in  Virginia, 
was  mischievous  onlv  in  the  degree  in  which  circumstances 
would  have  made  it  so.  Karh'  in  the  contest,  New  York  and 
I'ennsyKania  were  comparatively  cpiiet,  although  the  former 
rose  in  strong  opposition  to  the  stamp  act,  and  some  slight 

*  Hutchinson  lias  a  remarkable  jiassajje  on  this  point,  in  a  letter  to  Flucker, 
.Secretary  of  Massachusetts,  20tli  January,  1775.    l'*i'iry,  I.,  p.  359.]    Ilewroie: 

'■  I  had  not  a  right  idea  when  in  America  of  the  state  of  Adminis"-  In 
matters  of  such  moment  the  Prime  Min  [ister]  is  much  less  the  factotum  than  I 
imafjined.  .Such  matters  [recent  measures]  come  iniire  [sit]  before  the  Cabinet, 
the  K  [ingl  himself  beiu;;  more  his  own  .Min  [isterj  than  any  of  his  Predecessors 
have  been  in  the  present  century." 
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judicious    alleviation    of  the    trade    reticulations    would    have 
satisfied  public  feclin^t^  in  both  provinces. 

Two  measures,  hcnvever,  were  introduced  into  the  house  o( 
commons,  which,  the  more  closely  they  are  regardetl,  the  more 
indefensible  they  appear :  the  proposal  to  revive  the  obsolete 
statute  of  35th  Henry  VIII.,  by  which  offences  committed 
beyond  the  seas  should  be  tried  in  l'Ji!4land  ;  and  subsetiuenlly 
the  Boston  port  bill  which  closed  the  port  of  that  city.  These 
acts,  dictated  more  by  a  spirit  of  revenj^e  than  by  polic)-,  in 
themselves  a  sen.seless  exercise  of  power,  did  more  to  unite 
the  provinces  in  common  action  than  all  which  otherwise 
happened.  They  awoUc  a  spirit  which  had  then  not  been 
called  forth  ;  the  failure  to  believe  in  the  justice  of  the  mother 
country.  They  were  acce[)ted  as  an  outrage,  and  an  insult  to 
American  sentiment,  and  insults  sink  deei)er  into  the  yiind 
than  injuries.  These  acts  trave  ccjuntenance  to  the  repeated 
assertion  of  the  republican  part}-,  that  (ireat  Hritain  felt 
jealous  of  the  prosperity  of  the  provinces,  and  desired  to  use 
their  success  and  well-beinj^  for  her  own  advancement,  by 
imposiiiir  taxes  (generally  on  the  communit\',  and  by  i;overnin<^ 
arbitrarily.  With  such  a  prospect  before  them,  the  only  safety 
was  in  indci)endence.  No  act  could  have  more  promoted 
the  cause  of  the  more  violent  partizans  ;  and  it  t;ave  the 
death-blow  to  the  lo)'alty  and  affection  of  man)-  who  had 
hitherto  felt  but  moderate  s\  inpathv  with  the  lawlessness  of 
Alas.sachusetts. 

At  the  meeting  of  parliament  in  November,  1768,  resolutions 
were  carried  in  the  two  houses,  a[)pr()\  ini;  of  the  steps  taken 
to  maintain  the  authority  of  parlianieiU,  and  declarin;^  their 
readiness  to  concur  in  further  measures  which  miL;hl  be 
necessarv  U)  sustain  it.  Motions  were  also  passed  censurin;/ 
the  proceediiii^s  of  the  house  of  assembly  of  Massachusetts, 
and  of  the  public  meetiui^s  held  in  15f)st(jii.  .Such  a  re[)ro()f 
was  most  impolitic.  Allusion  in  this  direct  form  ti;  the 
lawlessness  which  had  taken  place,  L;ave  it  streui^th  and 
character.     What  was   needed  was  its  repressicjn,  and  at  the 
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accompanied  by  the  bcnii^nant  determination  to  remedy 
what  even  mi|^ht  l)e  considered  a  sentimental  i^rievance  ;  and 
furtlicr  by  the  enforcement  of  law  and  order,  to  awaken  a 
healthy  state  of  public  feelinj^,  tiie  key-note  of  which  should 
have  been,  that  the  peace  could  not  be  broken  with  impunity. 
Any  mention  of  the  violence  which  had  taken  place  sliould 
have  been  madc>  incidentally.  In  the  house  of  lords  much 
bitterness  was  shewn  to  the  provincial  cause  ;  but  it  reached 
its  climax  in  the  motion  of  the  duke  of  l^edtord,  who  was 
the  means  of  an  address  to  the  kiiii?  bein<^  carried  throu<^h 
both  houses,  askin;^  that  he  would  cause  the  fullest  informa- 
tion to  be  obtained  regardin<j;"  the  actors  concerned  in  the 
late  outrages,  and,  if  he  deemed  it  expedient  would  enforce 
the  statute  of  the  35th  Henry  VIII.,  by  which,  offences 
committed  beyond  the  seas  might  be  tried  in  England.  It 
is  possible,  that  in  this  monstrous  proposition  nothing  more 
than  a  threat  was  meant.  ICven  if  this  be  so,  it  was  as 
repcllant  to  wisdom  as  to  decency  and  the  national  honour. 
There  is  no  ilarker  stain  on  the  escutcheon  of  Great  Britain 
during  this  melancholy  quarrel. 

liurke  immediately  saw  not  only  the  ill  conse(iuences  of 
the  measure,  but  its  logical  folh'.  VVHiilethe  enactment  would 
exasperate  the  Americans,  and  would  be  regarded  as  an 
attempted  wrong  to  recoil  upon  those  who  conceived  it,  it 
declared  b\'  its  provisions,  that  there  was  not  a  jury  in  the 
country  to  be  trusted  ;  and,  if  in  a  people  of  two  millions 
there  was  no  ])art)-  to  sustain  the  authority  of  the  mother 
country,  either  the  plan  of  government  should  be  changed, 
or  the  colonics  be  abandonetl. 

In  the  house  of  commons  the  government  was  opposed  in 
its  policy  by  an  uncertain  union  of  the  Rockingham  party, 
and  the  adherents  of  Grenville  ;  and  the  colonists  might  find 
some  comfort  in  the  pleading  of  their  defenders  on  their  behalf 
The\-  were  described  as  a  sim[)le  people,  driven  to  madness  by 
the  unjust  imposition  of  taxes.  Those,  who  were  in  opposi- 
tion to  the  polic}'  of  the  court,  became  as  it  were  the  consti- 
tuted defenders  of  the  colonial  cause.     Thus  a  party  was  inau- 
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gurated  in  opposition  to  the  mini.str}-,  one  of  tlic  elements  of 
their  union  being  the  discontinuance  of  repression  in  America, 
so  that   the  early  causes  of  difference  disappeared  from  view. 

It  cannot,  however,  be  disputed  that  the  threat  of  carrying 
prisoners  to  iMigland  for  trial  worked  its  inlluence  during  a 
few  weeks  in  Massachusetts.  Seditious  writings  ceased  to 
appear,  and  for  some  short  time  there  was  more  political  quiet. 
It  is  a  prof)f  what  might  have  been  the  effect  of  a  strong 
government  acting  with  firmness.  But  the  feeling  of  anxiety 
passed  away,  as  it  was  understood  that  the  measure  was  a 
mere  threat,  and  the  old  agitation  was  resumed,  embittered  by 
the  opposition  it  had  received. 

In  Jul)',  17C9,  Chatham  took  the  world  by  sur|Mise  b\' 
appearing  at  the  king's  levee  apparently  recovered  in  health, 
witli  his  faculties  in  full  vigour.  On  the  28th  of  October,  he 
resigned  his  office.  Parliament  met  the  following  January, 
w  hen  Chatham  was  in  his  place  to  criticise  the  add'-ess  to  the 
throne,  and  to  move  an  amendment  with  regard  to  Wilkes. 
He  dwelt  much  upon  the  distractions  of  the  empire,  as  shewn 
in  the  colonies,  and  spoke  powerfull}'  in  their  favour. 

It  was  the  commencement  of  those  remarkable  orations, 
which,  during  eight  years,  almost  to  tlic  hour  of  his  death, 
were  uttered  by  him  in  defence  of  the  American  revolution  •; 
at  the  same  time  he  asserted  the  legislative  supremacy  anel 
constitutional  control  of  the  mother  country.  Two  jMinciples 
appear  to  have  affected  Chatham's  mind.  I  le  gave  unliesitat- 
ing  credence  to  the  sentiment  of  affection  for  the  mother 
country  publich'  expressed  by  the  leaders  of  the  colonial 
cau.sc,  and  to  the  reiteration  of  the  sentiment  that  there 
was  no  desire  (ov  sei)aration.  It  was  the  expression  of  a 
policy  on  the  i)art  of  the  colonial  politicians,  attendctl  by  no 
inconvenience.  Those,  most  intent  on  promoting  the  cause 
of  independence,  earK-  learned  the  \alue  of  this  pretendctl 
lo\'alty,  ami  never  failed  to  assert  that  it  was  strongly  felt. 
.Satisfied  of  the  truth  of  this  sentiment,  Chatham  saw  in  the 
advocac}'  of  the  colonial  cause  onl}-  a  powerful  means  of 
counteracting  the  ills  threatening  the  conunonwealth,  througli 
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the  increased  influence  of  the  crown,  in  tiie  Iiousc  of 
commons.  In  conseciuence  of  its  preijoiulcrancc,  votes 
destructive  to  the  liberty  of  the  subject  were  carried  by 
hirt:je  majorities,  and  the  ancient  constitutional  restraint  over 
the  policy  of  ministers  was  passing  away  before  the  stren<^th 
which  the  court  party  had  attained. 

It  may  be  asked,  if  at  this  date,  in  ICnj^land,  any  (general 
real  sympathy  with  the  cause  of  America  was  felt  by  the 
public  men  who  advocated  the  claim  of  the  colonists  to  be 
freed  from  contributini;  to  their  defence.  In  the  first  year  of 
the  agitation  in  the  provinces  themselves,  there  was  by  no 
means  a  generally  settled  sentiment  on  the  matter.  If 
Grenville  had  introduced  his  stamp  act  when  the  Indian 
wars  of  1 763- 1 764  remained  undecitled,  the  probability  is 
that  it  would  have  been  accepted  without  tumult.  States- 
men of  all  o[)inions,  who  had  watched  the  American  colonies, 
saw  they  possessed  every  clement  of  prosperity  and  advance- 
ment, and  that  their  continued  connection  with  the  mother 
country  would  add  to  its  power  and  importance.  There 
likewise  arose  a  feeling  of  pride  and  affection  towards  these 
hai)pily  constituted  communities,  as  their  advancement  in 
prosperity  and  wealth  became  better  known  and  understood. 
However  strong  this  feeling  with  those  who  maintained  their 
cau.se  in  the  house  of  commons,  it  is  scarcely  possible  to 
dissever  it  from  the  cjuestions  affecting  imperial  politics,  and 
the  important  issues  raised  at  home  undoubtedly  obtained 
for  the  cause  of  the  colonists  a  support,  which,  under  other 
conditions,  might  not  have  been  given. 

The  fact  is  to  some  extent  traceable  in  Pitt's  celebrated 
reply  to  (jrenville  in  1766.  "The  gentlemen,"  he  said,  "  tell 
us  America  is  obstinate.  America  is  almost  in  open  rebellion. 
Sir,  1  rejoice  that  America  has  resisted.  Three  millions  of 
people,  so  dead  to  all  feelings  of  liberty  as  viiluntarily  to 
submit  to  be  slaves,  would  have  been  fit  instruments  to  make 
slaves  of  all  the  rest."  The  passage  suggests  that  it  was 
designed  as  much  to  ajjply  to  home  politics  as  to  encourage 
resistance  across  the  .Atlantic.     The  idea  of  any  organized 
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opposition  to  imperial  power,  on  the  part  of  the  American 
provinces,  was  not  at  that  ilatc  entertained  by  a  sin<^le  person 
in  the  house  of  commons ;  and  there  was  an  indifference  as  to 
trans-Atlantic  politics,  with  the  ^rcat  body  of  the  people, 
which  has  by  no  means  entirely  passed  auaj'.  When  public 
opiiu'on,  even  at  this  date  in  I*ln,qland,  is  at  all  aroused  by 
some  extraordinary  events  happenins^  across  the  Atlantic,  that 
\iew  of  the  situation,  which  is  do;^niatically  and  pcrseverin<^ly 
enforced,  obtains  currency,  until  some  painful  dilemma  estab- 
lishes its  incorrectness,  and  the  truth  becomes  known.  There 
was  not  a  man  in  I'liii^land  who  thought  that  armed  resistance 
on  the  part  of  the  colonists  against  the  crf)wn,  was  [jossible, 
or,  should  it  be  madl)'  attempted,  that  tlunc  was  the  slightest 
chance  of  its  eventual  success.  There  was  consequently  by 
no  means  perfect  restraint  in  the  language  used  b\'  the  public 
men  who  took  the  colonial  side.  While  defending  them  on 
this  occasicjii,  Pitt  defined  his  own  pc^litical  position;  speaking 
of  Grenville's  ministry  he  affirmed  "that  ever}' caj^ital  measure 
lliey  have  taken  has  been  entirely  wrong  ;"  but  he  arl)itrarily 
declined  to  give  his  confidence  to  the  Rockingham  admin- 
istration. His  failure  to  act  with,  and  control  the  government 
of  that  day,  is  one  of  the  points  on  which  posterity  will  deal 
hardly  with  Chatham's  memor\'.  llail  he  come  forward  on 
that  occasion  to  assume  the  leading  part  in  political  life,  which 
his  genius  and  f.unc  i)ointcd  (Jut,  there  would  have  been  a 
tliffcrent  page  of  hislorx-  to  write. 

It  was  during  these  difficulties  that  lord  George  Sackvillc's 
name  was  restored  to  the;  [)ri\  \'  council,  a  proceeding 
denounced  by  Pitt  as  an  insult  to  the  memory  of  (jeorge  11., 
he  himself  declaring  that  he  would  nexcrsit  at  the  same  board 
with  him. 

l.ord  (ieorge  Sackville  had  been  cashiered  for  ccMvardice  at 
.Minden.  George  II.  with  his  in\\]  hand  had  remo\i;d  his 
name  from  the  list  of  privy  councillors.  In  the  historv  of 
those  unhappy  days,  the  memory  of  no  public  man  is  held 
at  a  lower  estimate ;  and  it  is  scarcely  possible  to  use  stronger 
language  than  such  coiulemnation  implies. 
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Sackvillc  was  a  younger  son  of  tin-  (hike  of  Dorset  :  the 
title  e\])ired  with  iiis  own  son.  At  Miiuien  he  was  in  com- 
mand of  tlic  cavahy,  under  the  hereditary  diiUc  of  lirun.swicU. 
Jle  affected  to  misunderstand  the  orders  sent  him  ;  and  at  a 
critical  moment  in  the  battle  he  failed  to  charge.  The  duke, 
not  comprehendini.,^  this  hesitation,  sent  his  orders  to  lord 
Graiih)',  a  soldier  of  different  metal.  lie  at  once  rcsolutcl)' 
led  his  hri<4;ule  to  the  attack.  The  dul\'  was  adnn'rabi)' 
l)crformcd,  but  the  decisive  moment  had  passed  away.  If 
Sackville  wanted  courai^e,  he  ])osscsseil  unlimited  arroLjancc, 
and  the  full  insolence  of  rank  of  that  time.  On  the  following 
day  he  mixed  with  the  staff  at  the  duke's  table.  The  prince 
made  no  f)Utspokcn  remark  regarding  his  ])resence,  but  to  the 
officers  near  him  expressed  surprise  that  he  should  be  there. 
The  general  order  issued  without  dela\'  clearl)'  established 
the  prince's  o|)im'()n  of  .Sack-ville's  conduct.  It  was  there  said, 
that  if,  by  good  fortune,  lord  (iranb}'  had  been  at  the  head  of 
the  cavalrj'  of  the  right  wing,  "the  decision  of  that  da}-" 
would  have  been   "more  complete  and  more  brilliant." 

Sackville,  thus  publiclx'  reproved,  asked  permis^jion  to  resign 
his  command  and  to  return  home.  On  his  arrival  he  demanded 
a  court-martial.  The  sentence  was,  that  he  had  been  t:uilt\'of 
disobe)'ing  prince  I'erdinand's  orders,  and  was  ])ronounced 
unfit  to  serve  his  Majest}'  in  ,u\y  militar\-  capacity  whatever. 

]'"amily  interest  always  has  been,  and  always  will  be,  all- 
powerful  in  ever)'  countr\';  and  in  .Sackxille's  case,  joinetl  to 
the  fa\()ur  and  protection  of  Bute,  it  brought  him  to  the  notice 
of  George  III.,  to  become  one  of  the  most  e\il  of  the  king's 
worst  counsellors,  lie  was  hereafter  known  by  the  name  of 
Germaine,  assumed  b)-  him  on  inheriting  the  fortune  of  lady 
Bett\- Gcrmaine.  He  was  not  without  abilit)-,  but  his  mind 
was  mean  and  petty.  The  insolence  of  his  manners  repelled 
any  ad\ance  on  the  part  of  his  subordinates  to  bring  to  his 
notice  difficult  i^oints  retpiiring  adjustment.  1 1  is  \anit)'  was 
inordinate  :  he  remained  one  of  the  private  counsellors  of 
the  king,  especially  with  regard  to  .American  affairs.  On  the 
reconstructit-)!!  of  the  ministr)-  under  lord  North,  after  the  duke 
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of  (iiaiihy's  resignation,  ami  durinii;  the  whole  war,  he  was  the 
American  secretary.  No  one  tjnuiulu  more  tiouhle  on  the 
eountry,  for  his  hold  of  office  was  simply  deference  to  the 
kind's  opinion  :  on  this  point  I  shall  hereafter  have  to  speak. 

In  this  convulsed  condition  of  politics  a  writer  arose  who 
l)owerfully  attracted  public  attention  ;  the  more  remarkable 
that  at  the  time  he  was  unknown,  and  that  to  this  day  his 
identity  has  not  been  established  as  an  admitted  fact.  Two 
causes  may  be  assij^ncd  for  the  fame  of  the;  letters  of  "Junius," 
for  it  is  to  the  writer  of  them  that  1  allude:  the  style  and  care 
of  the  text  witii  which  he  penned  his  fearless  tlenunciation  of 
men  in  power,  and  his  tletermined  condemnation  of  their 
measures.  On  the  ollur  hand,  this  invective  was  accompanied 
by  ar;j[umcnt  which,  to  the  reader's  mind,  was  often  the  echo 
of  his  own  dissatisfaction.  Disquietude  was  felt  on  all  sitles 
and  by  all  classes.  The  foreit^n  policy  of  the  ministry  had 
ended  in  huiniliation  ;  in  the  house  of  commons  the  riijht  of 
election  had  been  violated  by  the  persecution  of  Wilkes;  from 
the  colonies  there  was  reiterated  complaint,  to  all  appearance 
founded  upon  unappeasable  discontent.  The  ministrj-  had  in 
no  one  respect  realized  the  hoj)es  which  had  been  invoked  by 
the  fjreat  name  of  Chatham.  Those  only  who  basked  in  the 
favour  of  the  court,  and  who  prospered  by  the  advocac)'  of  its 
opinions,  were  in  their  self-complacenc\'  the  exception  to  the 
general  gloom  and  despondency  entertained  on  all  sides.  In 
the  dispute  with  .America, Jumiis  advocated  the  supremac\-  of 
parliament,*  in  the  scn.sc  in  which  it  was  supreme  in  Great 
Britain  ;  and  was  opposed  to  the  pretensions  of  the  colonists 
to  be  relieved  from  taxation  to  meet  the  cost  of  their  defence. 
He  likewise  objected  to  the  repeal  of  the  stamp  act. 

These  letters  call  for  mention  from  the  notice  which  they 
obtained,  and  the  impetus  they  ga\e  to  [)olitical  thought.  The 
influence  which  they  exercised  o\er  events  in  .\nierica  was 
chicfl)'  owing  to  the  continuetl  attacks  upon  the  ministers  who 
advocated  a  parliamentar)'  coercive  polic\',  and  to  the  ilefcr- 
cnce  expressed  for  Chatham,  the  defender  of  the  American 
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cause.  Tliiit  Junius  did  ikH  extend  to  that  cause  his  full 
sympathy,  was  lost  si<^ht  of  iti  his  savage  deprcciatif)ii  of  those 
most  pr(jiniiient  in  resistinjj;  its  demands.  The.sc  letters  may 
be  menti(Mied  as  amon^  the  first  political  urilinjfs,  which  fear- 
lessly used  the  press  as  the  instrument  of  mal<inj4(lisc(inteiit 
known  ;  not  simpi\'  in  the  attack  of  a  particular  polic)-,  hut 
assailing  the  character  of  the  public  men  sustaining  it,  and 
havin<f  placetl  on  record  tlu'  protest  against  the  thcf)ry,  thai 
hi^h  political  office  shonld  be  the  prerogative  of  a  few  titled 
men,  who,  |)rovi(led  they  pcssessed  the;  favour  of  the  crown, 
owed  no  alk'i;iance  to  the  nation.  Junius  broke  down  the 
barriers  which  had  been  raised  around  this  doctrine,  as  a 
protecti(jn  to  those  wIkj  profilcil  by  it. 

The  effect  of  these  letters  on  the  minds  of  all  who  received 
them    was  shewn   in    a   multitude    of   forms.     They  had   the 
j^reater  wei^dil,  as  the  writer  knew  preciselj'  what  he  himself 
desired,  and   he  possessed  the  art  not  only  of  making  himself 
understood,  but  of  impressin;^  his  own  feelinL;s  upon  others. 
Thus  it  is  uiuleniable  that  Junius  greatly  contributed  to  ' 
formation  of  opini<jn    on   the    subjects    that    he    brouj^li 
notice;  questions  bcarini;'  on   home  politics,  which   had  oh.^ 
a  limited   relationship  with   the  outer  empire.     Nevertheless, 
from  the  circuiustances   I  have  luuned,  his  letters  t^ave  to  the 
colonial  cause    the    uncertain  support  of   throwinj.j  discredit 
upon   the  ministers  and   many  of  their  sup[)orters,  who  weie 
looked  upon  as  its  opjjonents,  thus   indirectly  suggesting  its 
righteousness  and  justice.  * 


*  Junius'  lir.st  letter  appeared  in  the  Public  Ath'er/iser  on  the  2 1st  January, 
1769,  his  last  letter  to  Ion!  Mansfield  2lsl  January,  1772.  l.cller  I.XIX.  to 
lord  Camden  is  undate<l,  hut  it  was  published  about  that  lime.  'I'here  can  tie 
little  doubt  of  the  correct  assii^nment  of  the  aulhorsliip  to  sir  I'liilip  Francis. 
'I'hose,  who  are  sceptical  as  to  this  inference,  will  have  their  want  of  faith  removed 
by  the  masterly  summary  of  the  case  l)y  Nlr.  I.ecky,  in  his  eleventh  chai'lcr  of 
"  Knyland  in  the  eit;hteenth  century."  There  is  an  additional  argument  which  I 
will  venture  to  add  as  havinij  some  weis^ht.  Wrax.dl  tells  us,  Vol.  11.,  )).  88, 
that  (Jeorjje  111.  in  1772,  riding  with  his  ciiuerry,  general  Desaguliers,  remarked  : 
"  We  know  who  Junius  is  ;  he  will  write  no  more."  It  is  admitte-.i  that  Francis 
obtained  his  nomination  to  the  council  in  India  at  a  salary  01"  /^6ooo  a  year 
through  the  interest  of  lord  Harrington,  one  of  the  most  prominent  of  the  "king's 
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fiicnds,"  n  fact  Hiiftkient  to  prove  tlinl  il  liail  lln-  \vi.'i};lil  nflht!  kiiif^'s  aiitliority. 
What  mlliuMici!  lia<l  Francis  to  obtain  iliis  apiidinimcnl  '  I  Ic  was  iiol  in  llic  house 
of  coninions,  lie  was  mil  a  |iani|)lilcteer  who  had  icniicicil  scivicc  lo  the  tjovfiii* 
nient  ;  he  was  not  connccleil  with  the  (;i'eat  families  ;  he  had  ndt  one  powerful 
patron,  lie  l)elon}»cd  to  a  family  of  respectability,  tile  nieinliers  of  which  for 
tiirce  );i'neralions  had  been  di|;nilaries  of  the  chiiicli  in  Ireland.  His  father,  the 
Rev.  I'hilip  l''rani;is,  is  still  reiueinliered  as  ilm  translator  of  Horace  if  not  of 
I  )eino^lhenes  ;  any  iidhience  he  possessed  w.is  tliroii^;h  the  Ibill.ind  family,  from 
having  been  dmiiestic  (hapl.iiii  to  lord  Holland.  What  explan.ilion  cm  be  (■iveil 
of  tlie  selection  for  hi^h  office  of  this  nnkiinwn,  iiiibefriended,  younn  man  ? 
Francis  was  born  in  1740 :  without  political  cdiineclions,  with  no  place  in  the  j^reat 
world  except  in  a  slight  decree,  in  a  Hulmrdinate  jio^ition  as  a  secretary.  There  is 
no  fact  of  any  kind  to  explain  his  ndvanceinent  to  the  rich  pri,re  bestowed  upon 
him,  unless  under  the  circumstances  suj;(jested  by  the  kiiij^'s  remark.  Junius' 
attacks  on  Hariin^jtoii  uikU  1  the  si^natuu'  of  "  Veteian"  are  well  known.  One  of 
Ids  aposliophes  is  "the  llloody  Harriiij^lDii,  thai  silken,  fawnin)4  cnuitier  at  St. 
j.iines'."  I'laiicis'  lel.uious  to  lian  iii^^loii  were  those  of  a  clerk  in  the  war  olTiee 
to  the  (illici.d  de|)artmeiilal  hcail  ;  and  llie  reasdii  assigned  for  I'lancis'  r(sij;iiatioii, 
in  1772,  is  a  difference  with  lord  l!arrini;toii,owiiii;  to  the  preference  sliewn  by  the 
latter  to  Clianiier.  Iiancis  was  absent  fiom  tainland  until  the  end  of  1772.  In 
1773  he  received  his  appoinlnient.  No  private  leasDii.no  seiitimeiil  of  fi  ieiidship, 
is  !\ssi^;ned  as  the  motive  which  led  to  IdhI  Karrington's  interference  in  his  behalf. 
If  the  intervention  of  the  kin;;^  be  admitted,  the  entire  mystery  ilisappe.us  ;  and, 
so  far  as  I  see,  it  is  the  only  explanation  which  can  lie  afforded  of  the  f.ivour 
shewn  lo  Francis.  It  has  always  been  1  niaike<l  thai  the  avowal  of  the  author- 
ship of  Junius  would  brin};  such  sliami  ^illl  it,  that  il  would  never  be  made. 
The  theory  above  {^iven  accords  with  llii>  w.  Lord  Malion  relates  the  circum- 
stances [Vol.  \'.,  p.  221J  imperfectly  as  a  •  iie  traditio  iry  story"  with  evident 
ilisbelief.  It  could  not  have  been  unknowii  1  Mr.  I.ecky,  but  he  makes  no 
allusion  lo  the  reported  circunislance,  as  if  he  declineil  to  yive  il  the  weij^hl  of 
his  name. 
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CHAPTER  III. 

Pitt's  ;i(lvoc;icy  of  tlic  cause  of  the  American  revolution 
undoubtedly-  L;reatly  aided  to  Ljive  it  strength  durin<;^  the  period 
of  the  dispute,  and  to  a  lar^e  extent  is  explanatory  of  the 
view  ordinarily  taken  in  modern  times  of  the  causes  which  led 
to  it.  As  a  rule  we  me(  t  in  his  speeches  only  condemnation 
of  the  policy  of  the  ministry  There  is,  in  truth,  little  to  be 
proud  of  at  this  period  of  our  historj',  but  it  is  manifesti)' 
unjust  to  pcr[)etuate  the  accusation  of  tyranny  and  wrong- 
doin<^  against  Great  liritain,  which  has  so  long  aiul  so  perti- 
naciously bee:^  repeatetl.  The  shortcomings  of  the  home 
govcriuiient  were  want  of  statesmanship,  irresolution,  failure 
to  consider  the  causes  of  dissatisfaction,  disregard  of  the  real 
object  kept  in  prominence  by  the  leaders  of  the  agitation, 
weakness  in  sustaining  the  executive  in  enforcing  law  and 
order,  neglect  in  la\'ing  down  a  comprehensive  policy  which 
should  ha\e  been  firml)'  adhered  to  ;  in  a  word,  to  use  an 
expression  now  admitted  into  political  w  riting,  by  continuall)' 
blundering. 

Chatham's  presence  in  the  house  of  lords  on  the  9th  of 
Jamiarj'  i.r.iy  be  said  to  have  created  a  revolution  in  jiolitics  ; 
an  influence  fitfully  continued  for  the  succeeding  years  of  his 
life.  Never  was  his  elocjuence  so  powcrrully  exerted,  but,  as 
we  read  thesi.^  gloomy  bursts  of  oratory,  we  ask  to  what  purport 
v.ere  they  directed?  What  was  the  policy  he  desired  to 
attain  beyond  that  vague  word,  conciliation  ?  What  was  the 
line  of  action  he  countenanced,  consonant  with  his  theory  of 
maintaining  inviolate  the  connection  between  the  mother 
country  .A\d  the  colonics  ?  These  c|uestions  lead  to  the 
inquiry  if  the  statesman  of  former  da\s,  the  Wiliiam  I'itt, 
whose  name  it  is  no  exaggeration  to  say  had  caused  luu'ope 
to  vibrate  with  the  sense  of  its  strength,  at  this  date  retained 
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his  full  intellectual  vi<,four?  If  the  jrcnius  which  had  advanced 
his  country  to  the  hiLjjhest  pinnacle  of  greatness  still  retained 
its  force?  Ilis  Ijrilliant,  hcart-stiirinc,^,  |)Octically  C(>lourcd 
addresses,  rarely  e([ualled  for  pathos  and  power,  were  Worn 
time  to  time  heartl  in  the  house  of  lords.  Is  it  sacrilcj^e  to 
say  the)-  ne\er  rise  hit4her  than  declamation  ?  Nevertheless, 
it  w  as  his  words  which  <>a\e  encouiauemcnt  to  the  colonists 


in   this   revolt  ;   and    the   deference  to  his 


memory  shewn  in 


L'nited  States  histories  is  attributable  to  this  support  of  their 
cause,  not  to  the  s/enius  ami  vigour  with  w  hich  he 
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armies,  anil  selected  i^rcat  ycncrals,  to  relieve  the  colonies  for- 
ever from  the  tcrrinisni  of  h'rench  a<^gression.  He  defended 
even  their  excesses  "as  ebullitions  of  libert\'  which  broke  out 


upon 


tl 
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rfcct  health,  at  least  of  a 


vigorous    constitution,"  and    he   described    the    promoters  of 
agitations,  the   men  who  were  striving   to   rend    asunder  the 
empire,  "  as  having  left  their  native  country  and  gone  in  search 
of  freedom  in  a  desert." 
When     iiK 


)\IIU 


his    amcnclmen 


t    in    the    house    of   lords 
Chatham    received    the    support    of  the   chancellor   Camden 


Altiiouuh  remain 


m< 


a  member  of  the  "ovcrmnent,  Camden 


declared  that  he  agreed  in  the  opinions  expressed  b)'  Chathan 


Surel}-,  it  wcjukl  have  been  the  proper  course 


to  h; 


ive  resiyiiecl 


his  positUMi  before  ojiposmg  his  colleagues.     As  a  consc([Ucnce 
he  was  dismissed.     It  was  difficult  to  su[)ply  his  place.     .After 


some 


di 


ly; 


Vorl< 


e    was    in 


duccd    to    acceiJt    the    scat.      He 


abandonetl   his  f'-iends  at  the  ro\-al  si)licitatio 


n,  and,  w  riimn 


th 


under  the  rei)r(xiches  ol  Ins  own  sensitive  mind  and  the  c 

fe.     Th 


oui 


looks    ol    Ins    associates, 


lie 


aid 


hands   on   Ins    h 


ese 


events  caused 


tl 


le  down 


fall  of  the  Ciralton  i;()\ernment,  and 


the  apiJointmeiit  of  Ujrd  North  as  first  lord  of  the  treasur}-. 

The  Lletermination  of  the  American  [)rovinces  Ui  abstain 
from  importations  led  to  vigorous  efforts  on  the  part  of  th(;se 
prominently  engaged  in  the  trade,  who  were  interested  in  it^ 
re-establishment,  in  order  to  assure  the  adoption  of  such 
conciliator)'  measures  as  would  satisfy  the  colonial  demands. 
The  polic}'  of  the  (iraflon   administration  was  so  far  deter- 
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mined  Ijy  this  influence,  that,  at  a  cabinet  meetiiiL;:  the  duke 
proposed  the  entire  repeal  of  all  duties.  Lord  Xoith  opposed 
this  general  proposition,  and  maintained  that  tea  should  be 
exceptetl,  and  the  tax  retained.  That  view  prevailed,  for 
it  was  well  understood  that  it  was  in  accordance  with  the 
king's  wish  ;  indeed  it  is  a  fair  inference  that  the  policy  had 
arisen  with  him.  At  the  close  of  the  session,  lord  I  lillsborough 
addressed  a  short  official  circular  to  the  governors  r,f  prov- 
inces.* He  stated,  that  jjarliair.ent  had  approved  of  the 
measures  taken  with  regard  to  .America,  and  had  given  their 
assurance  of  support  of  the  due  e.xcution  of  the  laws  ;  that 
both  houses  concurred  in  the  opinion,  that  no  steps  ought  to  be 
taken  in  any  way  to  derogate  from  the  legislative  authority  of 
Great  Britain  over  the  colonies  ;  that  the  design  for  raising 
taxes  for  revenues  had  never  been  entertained,  and  it  was  the 
intentif^n  during  the  ne.xt  session  to  propose  the  removal  of 
duties  upon  glass,  [)aper  and  colours,  u[)on  "  considei-ation 
of  such  iluties  having  been  laid  contrary'  to  the  true  principles 
of  commerce."  .As  nothing  was  said  of  tea,  the  duty  upon  it 
would  remain.  Some  C(>mmonplaces  were  atlded  as  to  the 
re-establishment  "of  that  n.utual  confidence  and  affection 
upon  which  the  g\ovy  and  safety  of  the  British  empire 
depend." 

I'^om  .some  unexplained  cause,  two  of  tlie  four  regiments 
were  removed  in  the  spring  from  J-5oston.  This  reduction 
of  the  garrison  did  not  lessen  the  bad  feeling  generally  enter- 
tained towards  the  troops.  Single  soldiers  in  the  streets  were 
frequently  insulted  by  offensive  ei)ithets,  and  men  off  duty 
often  met  with  personal  ill  treatment.  No  class  of  ])ersons 
are  particularly  patient  under  injuries  addressed  to  them  on 
account  of  their  position  ;  certainly,  not  the  British  soldier. 
The  men  in  the  garrison  were  not  backward  in  acting  upon  a 
similar  sentiment,  and  on  slig'.it  provocation  in  becoming  the 
assailants.  The  feeling  was  however  repressed,  and  discipline 
preserved  ;  no  charge  has  ever  been  made  against  the  garri.son 
for  irregularities  or  disorder.     From  the  desire  to  conciliate 
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the  so-called  rclis^iqus  feeling  of  Boston,  the  troops  mafched 
to  church  with  a  sin_i4le  fife  and  drum.  At  that  date  the 
I'Vench  drum-march*  Iiad  not  been  introduced  into  the  service, 
and  even  this  simple  expedient,  observed  as  a  m..tter  of  disci- 
])line  to  i^overn  the  march  of  the  column,  was  magnified  into 
sabbath  desecration. -|- 

In  March,  1770,  occurred  wliat  United  States  writers  still 
call  the  "  liostoii  Massacre."  The  facts  of  the  case  are  simple 
in  the  extreme.  There  had  been  a  t|uarrel  at  a  rope-walk 
where  some  townspeople  attacked  a  few  men  off  dut}'  The 
agi^n-ession  was  on  the  part  of  the  inhabitants,  and.  the  .natter 
comini;"  to  blows,  the}-  were  badly  thrashed  by  the  soldiers, 
and  driven  f)ff  aiul  pursued.  It  was  an  event  to  excite  great 
anger,  ."^unday  following,  nothing  was  done.  On  the  Monday, 
towards  dusk,  a  crowd  hung  about  the  custom  hou.se,  on  which 
a  guard  was  i)laced.  Ihe  sentr\-  on  duty  was  for  some  time 
exposed  to  the  ill-treatment  of  the  mob,  who  jeered  at  and 
insulted  him.  iM'nding  their  violence  increasing,  and  fearing 
that  he  would  be  driven  from  his  ])ost,  he  gave  the  alarm  by 
ringing  a  bell  communicating  with  the  main  guard.  Captain 
I'reston,  the  officer  on  duty,  Inu'ricc'  to  the  spot  to  protect  the 
sentr\'.  On  the  arri\al  of  the  guard,  the  mt)b  commenced  to 
j)elt  them  with  lumps  of  ice,  frozen  snow,  and  pieces  of  wood 
lying  on  the  streets,  and  to  threaten  them  with  the  heavy 
sticks  which  man\'  carrietl,  consetiucnth-  the  guard  in  self- 
defence  fired.  Three  of  the  rioters  attacking  the  soldiers  fell 
dead,  two  were  wounded,  one  mortally  ;  a  conscciuencc  solely 
attributable  to  the  rioters,  who  commencetl  the  outrage.  A 
meeting  of  several  thousand  people  took  place  ;  and  a  deputa- 
tion headed  by  Adams  waited  upon  the  lieutenant-governor 
Hutchinson,  stating  that  it  was  absolutely  necessary  that  the 


•   "  M.TicliL'i"  ail  SDii  lie  I.1  ijrosse  caissc.' 

t  .MasL'ies  w  lites  on  lliis  [loinl,  C'aiiailian  1'  loiluilder,  I.,  \>.  79,  that  a  lespect- 
nl)le  lucrcluiiLt  of  UdsIoii,  .speak  1111;  of  the  tioops,  liail  "  cciiiiiiicinlcii  their 
liL-haviour  iluiiiij^  tlie  time  lliey  had  iictii  i|iiaitcri.'ci  tiiere,  iiotwiihntaniliiij^  the 
aliuse  whicii  many  of  the  discontented  iniiahilant.s  of  Hoston  were  continually 
pouring  out  against  iheni." 
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troops  should  be  removed  frcjiii  the  town  ;iiid  quartered  in  the 
castle. 

In  the  first  instance,  Hutchinson  declined  to  take  any  steps, 
being,  as  he  said,  without  authority  to  act.  Colonel  Dalrymple, 
the  officer  in  command,  offered  to  withdraw  one  regiment  to 
which  the  i.'^uard  belonged  :  a  concession  which  removed  all 
ground  for  refusal  to  comply,  for  Adams  pointed  out  that  if 
he  could  move  one,  he  could  move  the  two  regiments.  By 
Hutchinson's  account  there  was  great  irresolution  ;  every  one 
appeared  desir(jus  of  avoiding  responsibilit}'.  When  the 
matter  was  brought  before  the  council,  the  members  sided 
with  Hutchinson.  Colonel  Dalrymple  declined  to  act  in 
opposition  to  publ'c  feeling,  imless  sustained  by  those  in 
autht)rity,  although  pcifectly  willing  to  have  taken  his  sh.ire 
of  unpo[)ularit\- and  abuse,  lie  signified  accordingly  to  the 
council  that  "  if  they  were  unanimous  in  advising  the  lieu- 
tenant governor  to  desire  him  [s/r]  to  remove  the  troops  he 
would  do  it." 

On  the  council  meeting  in  the  evening,  the  mem!)ers  agreed 
in  recommending  compliance,  for  the  reason  that  ten  thousand 
of  the  people  in  the  neighbouring  tow  ns  were  read}'  to  take  up 
arms.  Hutchinson  tells  us  that  he  remained  o[iposetl  to  the 
departure  of  the  troops.  I  le  communicated,  however,  the 
decision  of  the  council  to  Dalr)-mple,  adding  that  he 
himself  was  without  authority  to  act  in  such  circumstances. 
Dalrymple  felt  considerable  embarrassment,  and  shrank  from 
continuing  the  troops  in  the  cit\'  on  his  o\\  n  responsibilit}. 
They  were  accordingl}-  marched  tnit  antl  quartered  in  the 
castle.  The  whole  proceeding  was  characterized  by  weakness 
and  want  of  judgment  ;  and  unfortunatel}-  it  happened  at 
a  critical  i)eriod,  when  firmness  and  strong  deternu'iialion 
should  ha\e  been  shewn.  The  agitators  should  have  been 
tokl  the  truth,  as  it  was  afterwards  ileclared  to  be  ;  that 
the  cjuarrel  had  arisen  on!}-  from  the  tuibulence  of  the  mob. 
The  real  difficult}-  la}-  in  the  want  of  moral  courage  in 
ever}' one  concerned.      lUit   whalexer  the  error  in  judgment. 


'// 


o 


lOll.N   ADAMS. 


315 


the  measure  was  dictated  by  tlie  desire  of  avoiding  further 
dissension  and  by  the  liope  of  preservin;^  [)eace.* 

No  feeHng  of  this  cliaracter  was  entertained  b)'  the  repub- 
lican    leaders,    and     the     press     representing  their    opinions. 


Wood-cuts    of  the    coffi 


ns,    w 


ith    the    names    of   the   killed, 


placed   in  a  row,  appeared   in  prominence  at  the  head  of  the 
newspaper  account,  which,  in  strong  language,  described   the 


self-defence  of  the  guard  as  a 
fired  as  "  murderers." 


massacre. 


ana 


th 


e  men  w 


ho 


^ver 


ye 


ffort 


was  made  to  excite  and  pervert  public  feeling. 
Preston  himself,  with  the  guaicl,  was  arrested  to  be  tried  by 
the  civil  law.  .As  some  dela)'  was  to  inter\ene  before  the  trial 
took  place,  Preston's  friends  endeavoured  to  obtain  counsel. 
On  all  sides  the  advocates  refu.sed  to  act,  either  frcnii  sym- 
pathy, with  i)()pular  ])rejudices,  or  from  fear  that  by  taking 
part  in  any  wa)-  with  the  militarv,  they  would  be  selected  a.s 
objects  of  vengeance.  John  Atlams,  then  a  lawj'cr  rising  into 
notice,  had  the  courage  to  ap[)ear  for  the  defence.  1  le  was 
a  warm  ad\ocate  of  the  opinions  of  his  townsmen,  and  he 
risked  ikj  little  of  the  estimation  in  which  he  was  held  h)y  his 
ajjpearance  at  the  trial.  I'he  fac*s  of  the  case  were  easily 
proved,  and  a  verdict  of  "  not  guilt\'"  was  returned.  l'"our 
judges  were  present.      All  concurred   in  the  view  of  the  jury, 
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Li"c  remark  HI  i 


that  the  exiilence  had  established 


tiie  disgrace  of  e\ery  one  concerned  in  the  outrage  and  the 


shame  of  the  town   in  "eneral 


A  vertlict  of  manslaughter 


was   returned    a<rainst   the    two  soldiers    who 


fired 


without 


orders. 


nad 


The   actiuiUal,    Imwever, 
iggressive    members    of  the    oppusile  part}',  who  ilesired 


little     intluence     upon    the 

to 
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le  amnversar\'  o 


f  th 


is  dav  was  long 


perpetuate  bad  feeliiu 

observed  as  a  solemn  ceremoii)-.     Orations  adapted    to   the 

purpose  were  passionately  addressed   to  the  listeners  as  a  fit 


reliijious  e.xercise,  b\'  which   tlie  "massacre 


as  to  be  ever 


cent    in    hostile    remembrance,      .\tlan 


IS    did   not  escape 


the 


•  The  diary  ami  letters  of 'riiomas  I  lutcliiiisoii,  l)y  I'etcr  Orlando  Eiutchitison, 
London,  1SS3.     Vol.  I.,  pp.  79-88. 
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censures  of  tin's  cxtrcinc  clique  ;  but  in  ;i  short  time  he  rose 
entirely  iihove  it,  and  the  couraije  and  justice  of  his  conduct 
gained  for  him  i^vcdt  consideration  with  his  contemporaries, 
and  have  obtained  for  his  name  resjiect  in  historx'. 

These  violent  ])rocee(iings  at  Boston  received  but  nu)deratc 
support  antl  countenance  in  the  other  provinces.  The  associa- 
tions which  had  been  formed  against  importation  had  lost 
much  of  their  influence,  and  intercourse  with  the  mother 
countr)-  had,  U)  a  threat  extent,  returned  to  its  old  channels. 
At  home,  proceedings  were  taken  to  encoura<:^e  this  feeling. 
Mail  the  public  men  of  that  da\'  followed  their  own  impulses, 
matters  might  ha\e  been  accommodated  ;  but  the  blight  of 
the  court  was  011  public  lif"  There  was  no  means  of  political 
advancement  but  by  the  king's  personal  favour,  and  opj^osition 
to  his  views  was  certain  to  prove  a  barrier  to  furtlu^r  polit- 
ical distinction.  In  place  of  the  adoption  of  comprehensive 
measures,  which  would  have  been  the  tleath  blow  to  further 
successful  agitation,  a  tenn^)orising  polic}-  only  was  followed. 
The  bill  introduced,  although  paraded  as  a  panacea  for  the 
troubles  which  suggested  it,  nevertheless  contained  a  principle, 
powerful  for  mischief  in  the  future  ;  as  a  lever  to  reassert  the 
exercise  of  a  right,  which  the  concessions,  in  an  indirect  way, 
professed  to  remo\e.  This  intention  is  traceable  m  the 
proceedings  of  jjarliamcnt.  l"-arl\'  in  1770,  on  the  day  when 
the  brawlers  of  Hoston  were  shot  at  the  riot  begun  by 
themselves,  lord  North  introduced  the  measure  for  the  repeal 
of  the  duties  of  the  several  articles  enumeratetl  in  the  circular 
letter  of  I  lillsborough  of  the  preceding  year,  with  the  promi.se 
that  the\'  wouUl  be  removetl.  North  described  Townshend's 
act  as  the  cause  of  the  dangerous,  violent,  and  illegal  combina- 
tions in  America  formed  against  the  continuetl  use  of  British 
manufactures.  The  act  had  been  petitioned  against  ;  to  tax 
articles  of  British  produce  was  a  violation  of  all  sound  policy. 
The  dut\-  upon  tea  alone  remained.  The  tax  was  accom- 
panied b\-  the  customs  regulation,  that  a  drawback  of 
twenty-five  per  cent  on  the  duty  paitl  on  teas  imported  into 
England,  which  amounted  to  one  shilling  in  the  pound,  would 
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be  remitted  upon  teas  exported  to  America,  consequently  the 
only  tax  to  be  collected  was  tluee  pence  per  pound  port  duty, 
payable  on  the  arrival  of  tea  in  America.  Thus  teas  would  be 
ilelivercd  in  Boston  nine-pence  per  pountl  cheaper  than  had 
hitherto  been  the  case.  North  stated  that  he  himself  had  been 
desirous  of  repealing  tlie  entire  act,  but  this  course  could  not 
have  been  taken  without  an  abandonment  (jf  the  parliamentary 
rij^ht  of  taxint^  the  colonics  ;  a  claim  he  would  maintain  as 
long  as  life  lasted.  The  repeal  of  the  taxes  enumerated  in  no 
way  relaxed  the  authority  of  the  mother  countrj',  and  he 
trusted  that  the  measure  would  act  persuasively  upon  the 
colonists  to  lead  them  to  return  t(^  their  dut}-.  He  thought  the 
combination  against  the  use  of  British  manufactures  would 
pass  awa}'.  Bownall,  who  luul  been  governor  of  Massachu- 
setts, moved  that  tea  shoultl  be  includetl  in  the  list  of  articles 
freed  from  duty.  He  did  not  in  any  way  enter  into  the 
cpiestion  as  to  the  imperial  right  of  ta.xation,  but  advocated 
the  concessions  as  wise  ami  expedient.  Conwa)-  and  Barre 
supported  him. 

The  opportunity  was  one  not  to  be  lost  by  George  Gren- 
ville.  He  reverted  to  the  stamp  act  which  he  had  im[)osed,on 
the  theorj-  that  every  portion  of  the  British  dominions  should 
aid  in  sustaining  the  state.  In  pursuing  this  [)oIicy  he  had 
acted  upon  system.  The  ministry  which  had  imposed  the 
ta.xes  in  cpiestion  had  likewise  acted  on  s\stem,  and  b)' 
imposing  them  had  restored  matters  to  the  condition  in  wliicii 
they  were,  previous  to  the  repeal  of  that  act.  lie  apprcned 
neither  of  the  measure  nor  of  the  amendment,  for  neither 
extended  the  remedy  which  was  desirable,  and  he  shcnild  ii<>t 
vote  on  the  cpiestion.  Lord  .\(jrlh's  majority  was  sixt)'-t\\o 
[204  to  142.] 

The  years  1770  and  1771  passed  in  America  not  without 
discontent  and  tunuilt,  l)ut  in  comparative  quiet.  It  is  no 
impossible  that  the  resistance  b)-  the  guard  had  its  effect  in 
establishing  some  sobriety  of  conduct.  The  memor}'  of  the 
"massacre,"  as  the  agitators  contiiuied  to  describe  it,  was  kept 
vi\idly  active  and  the  anniversar)-  of  it  observed  u  ith  e.\tra\  .1- 
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;^aiil  (lisici^ard  of  truth,  ("ommcrcc  somewhat  revived,  but 
the  coiitiiuiaiicc  of  the  clut\'  upon  tea  was  still  urged  by  the 
rcpubh'cau  part}'  as  a  national  wroiis^.  The  tjjrcat  and  true 
cause  of  discontent  was  the  repression  of  sinut:;[^liii£T. 

The  restrictions  with  rei^aril  to  commerce  were  undoubtedly 
severe!}'  felt.  The  colonists  could  onl}'  trade  throus^h  I'jit^land, 
and  their  maiuifactures  were  discoura<;'ed  to  the  extent  of 
prohibition.  No  woo!  could  be  profitabl}'  manufacturctl,  for 
exportation  was  forbidden.  I'urnaces  and  iron  mills  were 
jilaced  within  limits,  to  make  them  of  small  account.  Hats 
could  not  be  sent  from  one  to  another  colon}'.  SuLjar,  molasses 
and  rum  could  be  obtained  onl}'  from  the  liritish  West  India 
islands.  'I'lic  trade  in  these  products  with  the  I'^'cnch  islands 
was  of  importance  to  the  proxinces  of  New  iMigland,  for  they 
sent  lumber  in  exchan<^c  for  them.  There  was  much  exacted, 
accordiiii;  to  the  commercial  ethics  of  those  times,  which  would 
now  never  be  tolerated.  The  much  talked  of  tyrami}' of  (ireat 
Britain  towards  the  colonics  was  the  enforcement  of  the 
prini:iple,  as  it  was  then  uiulersto(.Kl,  that  trade  should  be  k-ept 
within  the  limit,  by  which  the  mother  countr}',  and  the  pro- 
vinces were  to  be  mutually  benelitcd,  at  the  expense  of 
foreign  nations.  That  the  theor}'  is  much  modified,  is  not  to 
sa}'  that  at  that  time  it  did  not  e.Kist.  No  accusation  is  more 
unfountled  than  that  (ireat  Britain  desiretl  to  t}'ranni/,e  over 
the  provinces  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  revenue;  indeed 
the  specification  of  the  grievances  endured  itself  establishes 
the  injustice  of  the  charge.  Nevertheless,  the  two  discredit- 
able acts  to  which  I  have  referred  chargeable  against  par- 
liament, tlie  threatened  resuscitation  of  the  obsolete  act  of 
I  leiu}'  \T  II.  and  the  Boston  port  act  caimot  be  explained 
awa}'.  The}'  were  as  weak  as  the}'  were  vindictive,  and  bear 
the  impress  of  revenge,  not  of  statc^smanship. 

During  this  period  the  laws  against  smuggling  were  vigor- 
ouslv  carried  into  execution  ;  the  duty  was  entrusted  to  naval 
officers  who,  with  the  power  they  possessed,  thought  little  of 
conciliating  those  thcv  controlled.  Rhode  Island  was  a  great 
sufferer  b}'  the  observance  of  this  polic}-,  and  there  was  general 
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tlissatisfaction  at  the  enforcement  of  tlic  law.  The  "  Gasp^," 
a  revenue  cutter  with  a  small  crew  anil  eij^ht  t;uiis,  was  on  the 
station.  United  States  writers  complain  of  the  conduct  of 
the  officer  in  command  as  unjust  and  arbitrarj-  ;  but  in  the 
complaints  made  atj[ainst  him,  he  was  sustained  by  the 
admiral  as  acting'  as  the  law  prescribed.  The  probability  is, 
that  he  was  arroi^ant  in  his  manners  while  acti\el}- carrying 
out  his  dutw  There  had  been  many  altercations;  and  the 
chief-justice  had  pretended,  that  a  naval  officer  could  not  act 
upon  his  commission  without  the  authority  of  the  <fovernor. 

It  can  easily  be  understood,  that  in  a  population  with  whom 
smuggling  was  a  recognised  calling,  an  officer  of  watchfulness 
and  energy  was  looked  upon  as  the  embodiment  of  wrong. 
On  the  9th  of  June,  1772,  the  "  (laspc,"  chasing  a  vessel 
supposed  to  be  laden  with  a  contraband  cargo,  ran  aground  in 
ascending  the  narrows  of  Narragansett  bay,  about  five  miles 
below  Providence.*  The  news  of  the  casualt)'  was  brought  to 
the  town  by  the  \csscl  which  escaped.  The  situation  of  the 
"  Gas[)c"  was  coiisideied  a  favourable  opportuiiit)-  for  revenge 
on  the  detested  commander,  V^ohmteers  were  called  for  by 
beat  of  drum  fnr  the  destruction  of  the  shij).  About  ten  at 
night  eight  boats  started,  containing  about  two  hundred  men; 
the  vessel  was  reachctl  in  the  struggling  light  of  morning. 
I'he  part}-  was  challenged  by  the  one  sentry  on  duty.  Dud- 
dington,  the  commander,  hearing  the  clamour,  went  upon  the 
deck,  half-dressed.  Ou  asking  who  was  approaching,  he  was 
answered  that  it  was  the  sheriff  come  to  arrest  him,  and  at  the 
same  instant  he  was  deliberately  shot  by  one  of  the  i:)arty. 
Duddiiigton  fell  to  the  deck  scniously  wounded.  The  part\' 
now  boarded  the  vessel.  The  men  who  were  in  the  berths 
were  seized  ami  bound.  The  wounded  lieutenant  and  the 
seamen   were  carried  ashore  to  a  ueiLiiibourin"'  house.     The 
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*  I  have  been  fiiniishc'l  willi  llie  fdllowiii;^'  infonn  ilion  by  (/i^mut.iI  lb)iati<> 
l\();^fis,  of  llie  SupieiiiL'  Court  at  Provideiurc.  "  C.i^pr  I'dIhi  i^  down  N.TiiMijanselt 
l!ay,  three  miles  soulli  of  the  bo  inds  of  ihe  city  of  I'roviilence,  six  miles  from  tiie 
{'lY,!/ fii //^v  Of  centre  of  the  city.  We  usually  spe.ik  of  (iasp;;  Point  as  beinj,'  five 
miles  from  town.     These  distances  arc  in  an  air  line." 
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"Gaspe"  was  then  burned.  The  part)'  returned  to  Providence 
in  broad  daylight.  LHr<^(:  rewards  were  offered  for  the  detec- 
tion of  the  perpetrators.  'I'hey  were  all  well  known,  but 
remained  unmolested.  It  would  have  been  death  to  any  one 
to  have  appeared  as  a  witness  aj^ainst  them.  Le^'ally,  they 
were  unapproachable,  and  the  drama  terminatetl  with  the 
flames  of  the  burned  ves.sel.  A  board  was  appointed  to 
examine  into  the  matter,  but  no  result  was  obtained. 

Every  act  emanating;  from  the  home  f^ovcrnment  was 
described  by  the  republican  party,  as  being  fraught  with  mis- 
chief. Thus  the  attempt  to  make  the  judges  independent  of 
the  vote  of  the  assembly  was  strongly  assailed,  h'i.xed  salaries 
were  assigned  to  the  judges,  antl  to  the  attorney  and  solicitor- 
general  out  of  the  American  revenue,  by  a  grant  from  the 
crown.  Of  all  measures  it  was  one  to  command  respect,  for 
it  was  based  on  the  principle  of  establishing  the  fair  adminis- 
tration of  justice  ;  one  of  the  most  desirable  features  in  civil- 
ized society.  It  was  described  as  an  attempt  to  pervert  law 
and  outrage  justice  :  a  new  source  of  tyranny  and  corruption, 
now  that  the  home  government  had  failed  to  coerce  the 
population  by  military  force.  The  people  were  earnestly 
called  upon  to  resisl  the  innovatio!i,  which  made  the  judges 
and  the  law  officers,  independent  of  the  popular  vote  of  the 
legislature. 

On  the  25th  of  Octolicr,  a  public  meeting  was  held,  when 
the  governor  was  asked  to  summcjii  the  assembl\-  :  a  recpiest 
which  he  refused.  Consequently,  a  new  tleclaration  of  rights 
was  issued,  in  which  the  authority  of  the  imperial  parliament, 
in  an\'  form  to  legislate  for  the  coloin'es,  was  denied.  The 
declaratory  act  of  1766  was  affirmed  to  be  a  violation  of  all 
colonial  rights;  the  new  regulation  concerning  the  paxMiient  of 
the  judges  was  described,  as  the  design  to  establish  a  complete 
.system  of  slavery.  The  people  were  exhorted  to  rise  up  in 
their  own  defence,  and  with  New  iMigland  eloquence  it  was 
declared  that  the  "iron  hand  of  oppression  was  daily  tearing" 
the  choicest  fruit  of  the  fair  tree  of  libert)-." 

The  assembly  met  in  January,  1773,  when  Hutchinson,  now 
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IJfovcrnor,*  called  in  question  tin;  lult:  piocccdiiiLjs  as  subver- 
sive of  the  authority  of  the  kiiii;  and  parliament.  The  council 
and  the  house,  in  their  repl)-  in  no  way  abandoned  the  t^round 
t.d<en  !)}•  them.  Indeeil,  they  afHrmed  niore  stroni;!}'  tile 
()[)inions  that  had  been  expressed,  'lius  e.xtreme  view,  how- 
ever, was  departed  from  some  months  later,  for  on  the  Jwth 
of  June,  1773.  an  address  was  sent  to  the-  British  ministiy, 
modifj'iiiL;  these  pretensions,  with  the  declaration  that  the 
people  were  true  and  faithful  subjects  of  his  majesty,  and 
that  the)'  consitlered  themselves  happy  in  their  connection 
with  (ireat  Britain. 

h'ranklin  was  at  this  time  tlu'  provincial  ai;enl  for  Massa- 
chusetts in  Loniloii  ;  he  hail  been  chosen  in  1771,  in  place  of 
Uennis  de  liertlt  ;  he  also  acted  in  the  same  capacity  for 
Pennsx'lvania,  New  Jersev  and  (ieorL;ia.  lUnke  was  the 
a;..^ent  for  New  Vork,  havinj^'  been  nominated  in  1769.  It  is 
difikult  to  form  an  estiniatcof  h'ranklin's  real  opinions  durin<.j 
this  contest.  1  think  it  ma)'  be  said  that  he  saw  little  cause 
for  ^riexance  in  the  stamj)  act;  and  that  durin;^'  the  viL;()rous, 
able  s^overmnent  of  Pitt,  durinL^  the  last  years  of  (jeorL;e  II. 
he  had  a  sincere  admiration  ft)r  h'-ni^land,  and  as  much  love 
for  the  mother  countr\',  as  his  unimpressionable  nature  could 
feel  for  any  person  or  aii)-  object.  1  le  had  no  s\-mpathy  with 
demac;oj;ism.  lie  had  iuj  adnn'iation  for  .Samutl  .\dains,  or 
f(jr  Otis  in  Massachusetts,  lie  disliked  the  agitation  of 
Wilkes,  to  the  extent  of  losing'  si;^ht  of  the  jjrinciple  invoKed 
in  his  persecution.  1  le  had  been  a  warm  advocate  of  the 
retention  of  Canada  after  the  war,  for  he  had  seen  the 
mischief  of  h'rench  pretension  to  lerritor)'  claimed  In-  the 
provinces,  and  the  ruthless  emplo)nient  of  the  Indians  b)- the 
l''rench.  h^'om  thc^days  of  IW'addock  he  had  been  identified 
with  the  contest  ;  but  in  the  house  at  riiiladelphia,  he  had 
consulted  his  popularit)-,  more  than  his  dut)-,  in  siding  with 
the  majority  in  refusini;-,  after  Hraddock's  defeat,  to  take 
measures  for  the  protection  of  the  frontier  against  the  disas- 

*  Hutchinson  was  appointed  f^oveinor  26th  October,  1770,  and  Andrew  Oliver, 
lieutenant-governor  on  the  same  day, 
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trolls  incursions  of  tlic  Indians,  lie  IkuI  so  acted,  because 
any  defensive  measures  involved  tlie  employment  of  provincial 
troops,  and  the  e\i)enditurc  of  money,  lie  understood,  hut 
in  an  imperfect  \va\',  that  the  difficuhv  was  reallv  one  of 
trade,  and  that  interference  with  the  importation  of  the  articles 
required  for  the  New  h'-iv^land  distilleries,  w;is  at  the  root  of 
Ikiston  dissatisfaction,  lie  was  no  wiser  than  his  conteinpo- 
rarics  in  proposin},^  a  remed\'.  The  policy  he  looked  to  with 
least  approval  was  help  from  the  h'rcnch.  I)urin|j[  the  last 
war,  he  had  taken  an  active  part  in  [)()litical  life,  anil  had 
imbibed  the  princi|)les  and  prejutlices  incitlent  to  one  w  lio 
had  passed  through  that  experience.  lie  always  advocateil 
patience  and  moderation,  and  his  calm,  judicial  intellect, 
repelled  all  idea  of  enthusiasm  and  violence,  'I'hcre  was  no 
personal  element  of  discontent  that  he  himself  was  uncarcd 
for.  lie  was  postmaster-general  for  North  .\merica,  and  was 
held  in  the  ln\i;hest  jiossible  personal  esteem  in  his  own 
province,  I'enn.sylvania.  Mis  natural  son  was  the  L;()\ernor  of 
New  Jersey,  and  his  i)hilosophical  experiments  had  obtained 
him  a  luuopean  reputation. 

We  owe  to  iM-anklin's  pen  the  account  of  the  mcctin;jj  held 
at  Boston  on  the  20th  of  Xo\ember,  1772,  at  h'aneuil  hall. 
It  was  published  in  London  in  1773,  when  he  was  there,  and 
introduced  bj'  him  in  a  preface, in  which  he  briefly  recapitulated 
the  cause  of  the  discontent,  lb;  pointed  out  that  the  stamp 
act  first  disturbetl  concord  ;  that  the  repeal  followed  to  fjive 
fiuietness  of  feeling,  but  tliat  the  taxes  on  importations  revivctl 
the  discontent,  in  conse(|uence  of  which  tratliuL;  with  Britain 
had  been  stopped.  In  the  endeavour  to  conciliate  the 
feeling'  in  .\incrica,  the  taxes  had  been  rc[H>aled  with  the 
exception  of  that  of  tea.  "  It  is  sii|)posed,"  wrote  Franklin, 
"that  at  least  a  million  of  Americans  drink  tea  twice 
which  at  the  first  cost  can  scarcely  be  reckoned  l-s--  li 
a-guinea  a  head  per  annum."     He  proceeded  it 

during  the  last  five  A-ears  two  and  ahalfmih  s  of  gi  as 
would  ha\e  been  ])aid  for  tea  into  the  coffers  (^1  the  coiiipany, 
whereas  the  whole  remittance  for  duties  during  the  p.  \  iuus 
year  was  ^,"35. 
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The  pr(»ccedings  f)f  tlic  incctinif  of  the  20th  uf  NOxcmbcr. 
1772,  procliiiin  : 

1.  The  natural  rij^hts  of  the  colonists  as  ineii. 

2.  Tlieir  iiL;hls  as  Cliristiaiis. 

3.  The  rij^hts  of  the  C(jlonists  as  subjects. 

On  this  point  it  is  remarked  That  "it  is  irreconcilcahlc  *  * 
to  ni.in_\'  fundamental  maxims  of  the  common  law,  coinmon 
sense  and  reason  that  a  Hritisji  house  of  commons  should 
have  a  rii^ht  at  i)leasurc  to  give  and  grant  the  property  <jf 
colonists."  The  .\merican  continent  was  3,000  miles  in  length, 
with  a  l)rcadth  une.vploreil,  and  with  a  pojiulation  of  five 
millions  ;  in  a  few  years  the  population  would  be  more 
iiumeious  than  that  of  (Ireat  Hritain  and  Ireland. 

A  list  wa^  then  given  of  the  infringements  and  \iolations  of 
riglits. 

1st.   British  parliament  assumed  the  jjowcr  of  legislation. 

2nd.  l''.xertetl  that  assumed  power  by  raising  re\enue  with- 
out consent. 

3rd.  .\  mmibcr  of  officers,  unknown  in  the  charter.s  po.sscssed 
by  the  province,  were  appointed  to  superinteiul  revenues, 
uid>:nown  to  the  constitution. 

4th.  The)'  were  invested  with  unconstitutional  jiowcrs,  with 
tlie  right  of  search  for  goods,  on  which  duties  had  not  been 
paid. 

5th.  Fleets  and  armies  had  Ijccn  introduced  to  support 
these  unconstitutional  proceeilings  and  troops  (|uartered  in 
this  metropolis  [so  Boston  was  called.] 

6tli.  Money  had  been  unconstitutionally  applied.  ^,"1500 
was  paid  to  the  governor  of  the  province  independent  of  the 
asscmblv  ;  judges,  the  king's  attorney  and  solicitor-general, 
weie  to  be  paid  out  of  this  "  grievous  trii)ute." 

7th.  Oppressed  1)\-  instructions  sent  from  Cireat  Britain,  the 
governor  had  summoned  assemblies  at  inconvenient  places. 
Tile  council  were  forbidden  to  meet,  unless  called  together 
by  the  governor.  Castle  William  had  been  given  over  to 
troops  b)-  whom  the  streets  had  been  stained  with  blood  bar- 
barously shed.      The  governor  was.  forbidden   to  consent   to 
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payment  of  an  ac;"cnt,  to  represent  Li[ric\-anccs  at  the  court  of 
Great  Britain,  unless  the  j^overnor  consented  to  his  election. 

.Slh.  The  courts  of  Vice-Admiralty  had  been  extended, 
thus  doiuLj  away  w  ith  rijjjht  of  trial  h)-  jur\-. 

9th.  Restraint  from  ercctini;'  slottintj  mills  for  manufacture 
f)f  iron.  Kc'straint  laid  011  manufacture  and  transportation  of 
hats  ;   wool  could  not  be  carried  o\  er  a  ferry. 

loth.  The  act  for  the  better  preserviiii;"  his  Majesty's  dock- 
yartls,  magazines,  shi[>s,  annnunition,  by  which  offenders  can 
be  tried  outside  the  r*^-.!.-:".,  n\;'s  an  infrinL;ement  of  rii^ht. 

I  Ith.  ".\s  our  ancestors  came  over  to  this  countr\'  that  they 
mitjht  not  O'lK-  enjo)-  their  ci\il,  but  their  relij^ious  rii4lUs,  and 
particularly  tlesired  to  be  tree  from  the  i)H'lates  who.  in  those 
times,  cruell)-  i)ersecuted  all  who  differed  in  sentiment  from 
the  established  church,  we  cannot  see,  without  concern,  the 
various  attempts  which  have  been  made,  anil  are  now  makini;, 
to  establish  an  .\merican  episcopate.  Oiu'  episcopal  brethren 
of  the  coloin'es  do  enjo\'  .and  rightfully  ouj^hteverto  cnjo)-,  the 
free  exercise  of  their  religion  ;  but  as  an  .\merican  episcopate 
is  by  no  means  essential  to  that  free  exercise  (jf  their  relii;ion, 
we  cannot  help  fearinij^  that  those  wlio  are  so  warmly  contend- 
ini;  for  such  an  establishment,  have  views  alto^^eliier  incon- 
sistent with  the  universal  peaceful  enjoj'inent  of  our  christian 
])ri\'ileL;e:  ,  and  doin;,;"  or  attemptin;,;  to  do  an\'thini;'  which  has 
even  the  remotest  tendency  to  endanL^er  this  enjoN-ment,  is 
justly  looked  upon  as  a  _L;reat  t^rievance,  also  an  infrint^ment 
of  our  rij_;hts,  which  is  not  barely  to  exercise,  but  peaceabl)- 
and  securely  to  enjoy  that  liberty,  with  which  CllRIST  made 
us  free." 

".\nd  we  arc  further  of  opinion,  that  no  power  on  earth  can 
justly  ^i\e  eilner  temi)oral  or  sjjiritual  juiisdiction  within  this 
province,  except  the  !_;reat  and  L^eneral  court.  We  think 
therefore,  tliat  every  desi;4n  for  establishing;  the  jurisdicvion  of 
a  bishop  in  this  province  is  a  design,  both  a<^ainst  our  civil  and 
reliujious  ri;.^ht,  and  we  are  well  informed  that  the  more  canditl 
and  judicious  of  our  brethren  of  the  church  of  I'jiijland,  in  this 
and   the  other  colonies,  both  cler<^ry  and  lait\',  conceive  of  the 
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The    I2th  clause  complained   of  the  fre<|ucnt  alterations  of 


tlie  bounds  of  colonics: 


in  rcalit\-  it  struck  at  the  proclama- 


tion proteilini;  the  lands  of  the  Indians.  It  set  forth  "that 
some  L;()\ernors  or  nn'nisters,  or  hnth  in  Cdniunction,  have 
pretended  to  i;rant  in  consequence  of  a  mandamus,  many 
thousands  of  at  res  of  \acant  and  unapp<ropriated  lands  near 
a  century  past,  and  rendered  valuable  by  the  labours  of  their 
present  cultivatctrs  and  tiieir  ancestors." 


be 


i     ha\e    L;iven    this   specilication    (A'   _L;rie\ances    at    length, 

■round  of  the 


cause 


it   apiH-ars  to   me  to  cover   the  whole 


discoiUent,  as  it  was  formulated 
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w  hen  the  pamphlet  was  published  in  h".ni;lantl, 
ess  (ksij^n  of  appealins;'  to  the  friendly  feelinL,^ 
entertaineil   \->y  the  sup[)orters  of  the  colonial  cause,  on  which 
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cecdiiii^s  were  marked  1)\-  unusual  moderation;  the  innuence 
of  I'ranklin  ma)-  be  traced  thioui;hout.  At  the  time  he  was 
in  London,  endeavonrim;'  to  obtain  some  ley,islation  which 
would  satisfy  the  mimc'ous  nartv'  still  clin'-inq."  to  the  main- 


tcnan-e  o 


f   th 
.f 


e  old  connection,  and,   1    tiiink,  at  this   i)eriod 


(.lesudus  ot  succeeumij. 


AlthoU''h  the  dut\-  on  tea  was  the  one  direct  tax  which  was 
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reducetl   to  n\]c  penii)-  the  L;allon.      The  dissatisfaction    was, 
however,  bv   no  means  removed,  for  molasses  furnished   tlie 
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and  colonies  the  means  of  disti 


Uui!;  rum,  and  its   non-imi)ortation  interlered  with  the  lui 
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The  collection  of  the  tax  upon  lea  ma\'  lie  reii^ariled  as  one 
f  tlie  principal  causes,  w  hich  blew  into  the  ikime  of  positive 
resistance    the    main-  smouldeiin<r  elements    of  disaffection  ; 
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An  immense  amount  of  tea  remained  in  storaf^c,  estimated  in 
value  at  seventeen  millions  sterling;.  The  law  had  hitherto 
exacted  that  the  tea  should  be  sold  in  ICni^land  to  mercliants, 
and  by  them  exported  to  America.  Tiie  company  was 
now  permitted  to  export  dirccth'  from  its  own  warehouses. 
The  sole  tax  payable  bcinL;'  the  port  tax  (if  three  pence 
in  the  pound  collected  in  America,  the  compa.nj-'s  tea  was 
obtainable  m'ne  pence  chcai)er  than  hitherto,  antl  was  freed 
from  the  profit  which  went  into  the  pocket  of  the  trader  ;  at 
the  same  time  tea  of  genuine  (piality  was  furnished.  Viewed 
from  economic  consideraticjns,  the  measure  was  one  of  undeni- 
abL  benefit  to  the  provinces.  Pcjlitically,  a  ta.x  of  three  pence 
in  the  pound  remained.  Xotwithstandini^  this  saving  in 
money,  in  many  'i  the  cities  this  ta.x  was  rci)rcsented  as  an 
odious  act  of  tyrann\-,  and  was  so  continually  paraded  before 
the  people. 

The  tea  trade,  coming  into  operation  in  this  profitable  form, 
seriousl}'  intcrftrcd  with  the  sx'stematic  smuggling  which  for 
years  had  been  prosperously  followed.  According  to  all 
accounts  it  was  iii  smuggling  tea  from  Saint  luistatia  that  the 
fortune  inheriteil  b}'  John  Hancock  was  obtained,  a  man 
rising  into  prominence  as  one  of  the  leaders  of  the  extreme 
party.  lie  was  now  about  lliirL\--six  \L-ars  of  age,  with  more 
vanity  and  ambition  than  abilil)-.  I  lis  father  and  grandfather 
had  been  ministers  in  one  (jf  the  non-episcopal  chuiches.  The 
uncle,  b)-  whose  wealth  he  had  been  enrichetl,  had  been  a 
ijovernment  contractor  ;  one  of  the  firm  which  had  fin'in"shed 
the  vessels  for  the  deportation  of  the  Acadians  in  1755.  The 
ycjunger  Hancock,  in  search  (-f  distinction,  became  entirely 
under  the  eontrt)!  of  .Samuel  Adams,  a  character  ]))■  no  means 
rare  ;  of  great  strength  of  will  and  wivli  an  unninching 
adherence  to  the  purpose  formed.  .Such  i)ersons  seldom  leave 
behind  them  an\'  monument  of  abilitx'  bej'ond  their  self- 
sustained  energy;  but  in  their  lives  the\-  aci|uire  position  and 
intluence,  es[)eciall\'  over  \-ounger  men. 

Sanuu'l  .Adan^s,  for  he  must  be  distinguished  from  John 
.\dams.  had  few  of  the  accomplishments  and  graces  of  culture. 
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and,  being  little  fit  to  shine  in  society,  avoided  it.  His  life  had 
been  one  continual  failure  ;  possibK-  to  some  extent  ouin<f  to 
his  un^enial  manners,  for  he  hated  cvcrj-thinLj  in  the  foriri 
of  authorit)-  ;  especial  1\-  the  representatives  of  the  mother 
countr\',  and  the  church  of  l^nj.;land.  It  was  from  his  at^n'ta- 
tioii  that  the  desire  to  be  indcpentlent  of  (ireat  Britain  piiiui- 
pally  had  its  s(jurce  ;  and  as  no  fear  was  to  be  entertained  of 
attacks  from  h'rance,  he  could  find  willinL,^  auditors  to  his 
declaration,  that  the  enterprise  and  cneri^y  of  the  New 
lMiL;lander  should  be  unfettcrctl  In-  the  trade  rei;ulation.s 
framed  in  London.  In  this  view  he  had  just  t;rounds  for 
complaint  ;  but  unforlunatel)-,  at  that  date,  the  remedy  was 
not  seen  b\-  Ijctter  men  than  Adams,  who  does  not  appear  to 
ha\e  possessed  the  slii^htcst  idea  of  political  econoni)'.  He 
could  onl\' discover  in  the  connection  with  the  mother  country 
the  wcit;ht  of  the  restrictions  enforced.  The  tone  of  his  mind 
made  him  incapable  of  a^jproachint;'  the  historical  character 
of  the  relationship,  and  the  extent  to  which  the  connection 
miL;ht  ha\e  been  affirmed  b\-  statesmanship,  so  to  have  been 
indissolubU'  established.  lie  entirel)-  banished  from  his 
thouj4ht  the  relief  extended  to  the  colonies,  b\'  the  removal 
of  I''rench  rule  from  the  continent  b\-  force  of  arms.  ICven 
the  service,  which  Houciuet  had  rendered  a  few  months  pre- 
viously at  the  forks  of  the  AIus!vin!_;um,  had  jiassed  fi^om  his 
inemor}-.  It  was  his  one  effijrt  to  form  a  part)-  to  act  with 
him,  to  be  freetl  from  all  imperial  control. 

.\dams  lived  simply  In  1772  he  was  about  fort\ -inrce.* 
When  the  stam[)  act  came  into  opeiation,  as  he  was  one  of 
the  earliest,  so  he  became  one  of  the  most  virulent  w  riters  of 
that  time,  llrwas  more  or  less  connected  wilh  ever\-  form 
of  at;itation  a_L;ainsl  the  i^overnmcnt.  In  s])ite  of  the  respect 
with  which  United  .States  writers  speak  (jf  his  memor)-.  not  a 
pai;e  of  his  wrilinc;  has  been  preserved  to  bear  witness  to  his 
abilit)-  as  a  man  of  letteis.  His  manner  was  cold,  he  was 
without  enthusiasm,  without  sympathy  with  the  hii^her  etluca- 
tion, which  ihrowsa  urace  over  manners  anci  social  intercourse. 
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Willi  the  imperfectly  educated  cominunity  in  which  lie  hvcd, 
he  passed  as  one  havint;"  a  high  order  of  cliaracter  ;  the  main 
doctrine  enforced  In*  him  was  hostilit}'  to  the  liritisli  govern- 
ment, lie  was  an  austere  supporter  of  the  independent  form 
f)f  worship  at  I^oston,  thru  so  narrow  and  illiberal  ;  and  there 
are  traces  in  his  opinions,  communicated  to  those  he 
endeavoured  to  impress,  of  his  hatred  in  common  of 
Anglican  bishops  .uid  Ki.man  catholics.  Had  he  l)een  listened 
to,  recourse  would  ha\e  been  had  to  arms  at  an  early  period  of 
the  dispute.  During  the  1  .olutionar}'  war  he  was  an  oppo- 
nent of  Washington,  and  an  encm\-  to  all  consideration  being 
sliewn  to  the  officers  of  the  arnn*  in  the  field. 

I  lis  impracticable  character  wi)uld  have  done  much  to  break 
up  the  union,  which  wiser  men  effected,  and  wiser  men 
preserved,  lie  was  now  in  the  zenith  of  his  power,  unceasing 
in  ur;^ing  an  agitation  against  the  cnloin'al  goxermnent,  in  the 
hope  of  realizing  his  aspirations  ;  the  establi-^hment  in  New 
England  <if  a  religious  republic,  the  laws  for  the  government 
of  which  he  was  incapable  of  framing.  I  (e  hoj)ed  to  see  every 
soldier  of  the  crown  driven  into  the  sea.  lie  would  have 
attacked  them  and  destroyed  them  as  they  landed,  and  would 
have  taken  his  part  in  the  front  line  of  the  enterprise. 

Politicians  of  tlu^  stam[)  of  .\dains  saw  that  if  the  tea  was 
landeil,  the  tax  \vould  be  paid  by  the  consignees  who  ha<.l 
generally  been  selected  as  men  faxourable  to  Great  Britain, 
and  that  the  tea,  from  its  gooil  (iualit\-  aiul  its  cheapness, 
would  find  i)urchasers  ;  that  once  introduced  it  would  become 
a  necessity,  and   that  it  would   not  be  i)ossible  to  oppose  its 


permanent  introduction. 


hus  the  tax  would  be  jiaitl,  and  the 


piinci[)le  fir"\hich  the_\'  were  contentling  would  be  \iolatetl. 
There  was  one  line  of  policy  to  be  followed,  to  prevent  the  tea 
being  landed.  There  was  the  greater  reason  for  this  forcible 
proceeding,  as,  ■  1  t'  ,•  southern  pro\'inces  during  the  last  two 
years,  th.!'\.^.i  I. ad  n.'  ch  (piieted  down,  and  the  prohibition 
against  importation  hail  become  relaxed. 

The  news  arrived  of  the  tea-shi|)s  being  freighted  f  )r  the 
colonies  ;  the  consignees  were  known,  and  weie  attackeil  and 
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driven  to  find  rcfiiii^c  in  fort W'illi.im.  I  Intchinson  appealed 
to  tlic  council  to  take  measures  t(j  prexent  riot  on  the  arrival 
of  the  ships.  The  council  refused  to  interfere.  There  were 
troops  in  Boston,  and  any  attempt  at  riot  could  easih-  have 
been  suppressed.  i'heir  aid  could  ha\e  been  obtained  only 
by  authcMM'ty  c)f  the    civil   power.       The   _L(o\ernor   could   not, 


without  the  council 


cal 


for  t 


icn"  lu'ip  or  even  oi) 


lain  that  of 


tl 


ie  nun 


tia  ;  and  for  the  <rovernor  to  act  on  hi 


s  own  responsi- 


bilit}-  alone,  was  a  pietcnsion   to  an   authorit\',  no  one  would 
have  assumcil.      The  cit\'  was  left,  therefore,  entirel\-  at  the 


nierc\-  of  the  ai/ilator; 


The  consecnience  was,  on  the  arriwd 


of  the  three  tea-Miips  in   l)eceml)er.  1 


/  /  .V 


some  fift\'  men,  dis- 


guised as  Iiulians,  boarded  the  ships  and  threw  the  cargo,  three 
hundred  and  fort_\'  two  chests  overboard,  the  value  of  which 
was  iJ" 1 8,000.  As  might  be  e.\[)ccted  the  news  spread  like 
wiltlfire.  The  powerless  condition  of  the  authorities  in  other 
cities  suggested  the  same  i)i-oceetliiigs.  In  New  \'ork  and 
Philadelphia  the  ships  were  refused  pcrnn'ssion  to  land  their 
cargoes.  In  Charleslown  a  shij)  arrived  in  .April  ;  ihc  tea 
was   landed,  but   it   was  stored   in   warehouses  from   which   it 


never  enieri 


ed. 


feci 


The    tea    outrage    at     Boston     caused    great    nritation    in 
It  was   plain   that   it  was   sustainctl   b\-  the   public 


and 


ini 


)f   tlu 


|)iaci' 


>r    the    nft\-    rioters   could    ha\' 


l)een 


scattered  in  a  l(;w  nioineins  by  a  conipan\-  of  soldiers,  \et  no 
one  was  to  be  found,  who  wouUI  give  the  weight  of  the  civil 
power  to  the  su])|)ression  of  the  tumult.  It  seemed  as  if  all 
authority  was  ])aral\-zed,  and  that  the  act  was  an  enti^e 
repudiation  of  imperial  authority.  Never  was  a  greater 
occasion  for  wise  and  judicious  statesmanship  ;  ifi)owerhad 
to  be  exercised,  it  reciuiied  to  l)e  enforceil  with  calnniess  and 
determination.  The  ability  of  the  colonists  to  resist  anv 
militarx'  force  sent  against  them  never  enteretl  into  the 
consideration  of  ministers,  nor  ditl  they  conceive  that  an\' 
spcci.d   provision   was  necessary  to  make 


!>'( )( 


)d   the   ri'>ht  of 


control    over    the    trade    of    tl 
jjersevered    in  affirming.     () 
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Inch    ])arliament 
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separate  the  cause  of  iMassachusctts  from  that  of  the  other 
provinces,  and,  not  by  harsh  le^^ishititJii,  to  obtain  syinpatlu' 
and  sup[)ort  for  those  entraj^ed  in  violent  outra!:;cs  against 
the  law,  and  the  destruction  of  private  property.  One  of  two 
courses  was  necessary,  either  to  concetle  the  demands  of  the 
provinces  on  the  suljject  of  taxation,  or  to  enforce  the  ta.x 
witli  firmness,  with(jut  vindictive  retribution.  There  was  a 
larj^e  number  stronLi^l}'  opposed  to  the  poHcy  of  Adams  and 
Hancock,  and  it  was  essential  tii.'it  such  as  these  should  be 
actively  supported  in  their  atlherence  to  the  t^overmnent. 
The  population  of  Boston  was  about  20,000  souls,  and  it 
would  have  been  In'  no  means  difficult  by  judicious  measures 
to  subdue  the  a.L,n'tation.  Tiie  first  duty  was  to  enforce 
the  observance  of  law,  and  resolutely  suppress  every  attempt 
at  its  violation  :  a  result  which  should  have  been  attained 
without  the  slightest  colour  of  passion  or  vindicti\eness. 
The  measures  introduced  should  ha\e  been  cliaracterized  \yy 
forbearance  and  moderation.  Ministers  should  have  made 
the  principle  apparent  that  they  had  only  in  view  the  further- 
ance of  the  public  good  ;  and  th.'it  if  severity  was  exercised, 
it  had  been  called  forth  in  the  cause  of  peace  anti  order. 
Especially,  if  grievances  tlid  exist,  that  the  worst  mode  of 
obtaim'ng  their  recognition  was  defiance  of  the  go\ermiient, 
and  the  persecution  of  those  sustaining  it. 

The  policy  of  the  imperial  ministers  was  directly  the 
contrary,  and  the  fict,  I  believe,  ma\'  be  affiliated  to  the 
infiuence  of  the  king,  (ieorgi'  HI.  had  thrown  his  personal 
feeling  into  the  American  contest,  as  if  the  violence  it  liad 
called  forth  in  the  i)rovinccs  had  bci.-n  an  attack  against  his 
crown  anil  digm"t\'.  The  proceetlings  taken  in  parlianient 
remain  a  proof  how  this  sentiment  oi)erated  on  legislation,  it 
is,  ho.wever.  proper  to  stale  that  all  classes  in  the  mother 
country  were  outragetl  by  the  destruction  ol  llie  tea  by  thv, 
Boston  rioters:  even  the  professed  friends  of  the  colonies  were 
unable  to  defend  it.  The  conset|uence  w  ,is  the  introduction 
of   the  act  known  as  the   Hoston   port  bill.      On   the  ground 


that 


commerce  could  no 


I  be  safelv  cariied  on,  and  the  customs 
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duty  collected,  it  was  resolved  that  no  ship  could  load  or 
unload  at  Boston  after  the  first  of  June  followinc^.  It  was  the 
forcible  sluittin;^  up  of  the  port,  and  transferrin^^-  the  commerce 
of  the  city  to  Salem.  The  bill  passed  without  opposition. 
Burke  and  Johnstone,  formerly  j^'oNcriior  of  I'loritla,  being 
those  who  alone  op])oscd  it.*  .\  bill  was  also  brought  in  to 
protect  the  servants  of  the  crown  in  cases  similar  to  that  of 
captain  Preston,  [jroviding  that  when  trocjps  acted  in  any 
tumult,  in  the  event  of  any  charges  being  brought  against 
them  for  the  performance  of  their  dut\-,  they  should  be  tried 
in  England. 

In  my  humble  opinion  of  all  the  reprehensible  proceed- 
ings of  the  British  government  distinguished  by  error  and 
want  of  judgment,  which  in  those  unhappy  times  can  be 
traced  from  the  beginning  to  the  entl  of  the  dispute,  no  two 
acts  are  more  worth)'  of  condemnation.  On  their  face  they 
plainl\-  bore  the  marks  of  \indicti\eness  and  rage,  and  their 
authors  should  have  foreseen,  that  necessaril)'  the\-  would 
pro\e  inoperative.  What  was  more  deplorable,  they  turned 
the  whole  s\-mpathy  of  the  pre  \inces  on  the  side  of  Massa- 
chusetts ;  and  furnishetl  argument  t(j  the  agitators  in  other 
provinces,  who  acted  in  union  w  ilh  those  of  Boston,  for  their 
advocacy  of  the  firm  defence  of  popular  rights  thus  arbitrarily 
assailed.  For  eight  jears  it  had  been  the  topic  of  their 
invective  ;  they  were  now  able  to  assert  that  matters  had 
reached  a  climax,  which  the  peo[)le  had  to  consider  with 
arms  in  their  hands. 

The  second  act  coultl  oiil_\-  lie  construed  into  a  threat  that 
there  was  a  determination  to  take  vigorous  steps  to  sustain 
the  authority  of  govennnenl  ;  it  was  the  preparation  fiM' any 
evil  consecpiences  which  might  hap[)en  thnnigh  (opposition  to 
the  law,  supplemental  to  the  iirst  act,  as  if  in  antici|)ati()ii  "I" 
the  collision,  that  might  ansi:  from  ils  enforcement. 

The   Boston  port  act  failed  in  ils  purpose  in  e\er\'  respect: 


*  Even  Havre  nuil  Conway  sustaiiul  ilie  .ict.  ■I'liccmisciiucnce  \va^  that  their 
portraits  were  removeil  from  l''ancuil  hail,  wiitie  tliey  had  been  planed  owing  to 
their  advocacy  of  tlic  [)rovlncial  caii>e  in  parliament. 
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its  only  effect  was  to  cause  suffcrinij^  ainons^  such  of  the 
inlialji'tants  as  were  depciuleiil  on  the  trade  of  the  city. 

Tlie  let;islatuic  of  X'irginia  ai)pointed  tiie  1st  ot  June,  the 
date  when  the  act  was  to  come  into  operation,  as  a  day  of 
fastiii"^  and  of  jirayer  that  the  divine  interposition  wouUl  avert 
the  calann't)'  of  tlie  destruction  of  their  ci\il  lii^iits,  and  tlie 
evils  of  ci\il  war  ;  that  the  people  would  he  of  one  mind  in 
opposin<(  the  wron^.  The  <j^overnor  dissolved  the  house. 
The  memhers  assembled  in  another  spot,  and  drew  up  a 
declaration  expressini;  sympathy  with  Boston.  The  1st  of 
June  was  observed  as  a  day  of  fast  throuj^hout  America  ; 
subscriptions  were  entered  into  for  the  relief  of  the  Boston 
population  thrown  out  of  employment,  and  a  lar;4e  (piantit)' 
of  provisions  was  despatclied  to  the  cit)'. 

In  Massacliusetts,  meetiiiLi's  were  held  in  every  town  and 
coui't)'  condemnini;  the  proceedini^s  of  parliament  ;  Salem 
anci  Marblehead,  the  ports  expected  to  prosper  by  the  transfer 
of  the  trade  of  the  cit)',  offered  the  use  of  their  storehouses 
and  wharves  for  the  reception  of  lioston  merchandise.  ti>i;-;'C, 
now  the  governor  of  Massachusetts,  convoked  the  assembly 
at  Boston.  The  meetini;"  of  the  iiousc  was  then  removed  to 
Salem.  One  of  its  fust  motions  was  to  call  upon  the  [governor 
to  name  a  day  of  fastinij  and  prayer.  .\  xoti-  was  likewise 
passed,  recommeiidin;^'  the  assembly  of  a  congress  of  colonial 
'■epresenlatives  from  each  pro\ince,  to  take  measures  to  secure 
their  liberty  and  rights  against  the  design  of  the  British 
government  to  destroy  the  free  institutions  of  America,  calling 
upon  all  persons  to  obstruct  the  proceedings  of  the  govern- 
ment, and  to  give  up  intercourse  with  iMigland  till  their 
wrongs  were  redressed.  The  assembK-  was  immediatelv  dis- 
solveil.  Consequently,  committees  were  orgam'/.ed  in  every 
district  to  maintain  a  corrcs[)onilence  throughout  the  prov- 
ince, and  with  the  other  colonies.  The  |;rcss  became  more 
active  in  advocating  union  against  the  oppressor.  The  clergy, 
as  a  rule,  were  unfailing  in  acrimonv  in  calling  for  resistance. 
Engagements  were  entered  into,  to  abjure  all  intercourse  with 
the  mother  countr)-   until    the    obnoxious   act  was   repealed. 
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What  w  as  of  special  significance  was,  the  iccommeiulation, 
that  all  those  failing  to  act  with  the  dominant  party  should 
bo  specially  denounced    in   the  puhlic   jiapi^rs,  as    objects    of 


Thus,  the  fust  consequence  of  the  Boston  port  act  was  of 
the  most  ojiposite  character  to  the  expectation  of  its  authors. 

i  lad  the  third  act  been  introduced  alone,  no  one  can 
dispute  that  it  was  called  for  under  the  circumstances.  A 
handful  of  men  in  broad  da)'-h\i;ht  had  seized  and  destroyed 
a  ship's  carLjo,  on  the  <irouiul  that  the\-  disputed  the  principle 
on  which  the  owners  claimed  the  rit^ht  to  laud  it.  There  had 
been  ])revi()us  disputes,  when  tlie  threaleneil  consi<;nees  had 
been  forced  for  self-protection  to  take  refus^e  with  the  !.;arrison. 
For  years  there  had  been  a  series  of  tumults,  and  no  one 
responsible  for  order,  wluise  position  enforceil  the  dutj"  of 
maintaining;  the  civil  power,  had  been  willing;'  to  interfere  for 
the  preservation  of  peace,  l^oston  was  ruled  by  a  small 
number  of  the  population  banded  to<4ether,  continuall}-  ur^ed 
to  deeds  of  \iolence  by  ajj[itators,  desirous  of  establishin<j[  their 
own  opinions,  and  who  shrank  from  no  violence.  It  was  a  con- 
dition approachiuL;"  to  anarchy  ;  and  those  suffering'  from  this 
state  of  confusion,  had  a  ri;^ht  to  the  [irotection  of  the 
imperial  parliament,  llad  a  i)reamble,  written  in  severe 
simplicitx',  been  i^iven  as  the  causes  of  the  act,  it  would  have 
been  self-evident  that  the  new  protective  le<;islation  was 
positivel)'  demanded,  if  order  was  to  be  maintained.  The  act 
bore  the  title  for  the  better  ret^ulatini;"  the  t;ovcrnment  of 
jMassachusetts  baj-.  The  lower  house  was  left  untouched  : 
the  chanL,^es  made  were,  that  the  council  was  to  be  appointed 
b)'  the  crown.  The  judges,  mat;istrates,  and  sheriffs  were  to 
be  nominated  by  the  governor,  removcNible  1)_\'  him  without 
reference  to  the  council.  The  .selection  of  jurors  was  ji^jven 
to  the  sheriff;-  town  meetini;s  were  prohibited,  except  for  the 
purposes  of  election.  The  ai)pointment  of  the  council  was 
no  innovation  in  the  constitution  of  provincial  ^governments, 
except  in  the  extremely  democratic  small  province  of  Rhode 
Island.     Ihid  this  act,  essential   for  the  preservation  of  the 
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peace,  bcei)  passctl  as  a  sii^^le  measure  without  the  accom- 
patiyin;>j  reprehensible  leijislation,  Massachusetts  would  have 
had  slight  claim  on  the  general  sympathy.  It  was  uiideni- 
al)le,  that  tiic  riotous  proccedin<^s  of  the  mob  called  for  ;^reater 
protection  to  be  j^iven  to  the  sober-minded  industrious  class 
of  the  citizens.  There  would  have  been  no  cause  for  the 
remainin;^  ])rovinces  to  rancje  themselves  on  the  side  of  a 
turbulent  cit\',  which  permitted  outrages  on  property  in  noon- 
day to  remain  unchastised.  Any  such  feeling  was,  however, 
destroyed  by  the  provisions  of  the  Hoston  port  act,  which 
called  forth  in  all  directions  the  most  bitter  animosity  against 
the  government. 

The  Quebec  j.ct  was  assented  to  on  the  last  day  of  the 
.session.  The  history  of  this  act  1  have  given  in  the  previous 
book. 
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CHAPTER    IV. 

Ill  1/73  the  publication  of  tlic  Whately-IIutchitisnn  letters 
took  place,  important  fVoiii  the  intlucnce  which  it  cxcrcisctl  in 
directinj^  Fraiikliii's  ability  to  the  side  of  the  extreme  republi- 
can part}-,  causin<^  him  to  abandon  the  moderation  he  had 
hitherto  professed  and  outwardly  practised  ;  the)' conscc|uentl\' 
cannot  be  permitted  to  pass  without  notice.  In  1772  Mr. 
Thomas  Whatel)'  tlied  ;  he  had  been  a  member  of  parliament 
on  the  side  of  the  opposition  ;  he  previousl)'  acted  as  a 
secretary  to  the  treasury  durin<r  the  administration  of  (leorge 
Grenville,  and  was  afterwards  one  of  the  lords  of  trade.  I'or 
the  last  ten  \'ears  of  his  life,  when  livinj^  in  private  without 
any  official  position,  he  luul  carried  on  a  correspondence  with 
Hutchinson,  Oliver,  then  lieutenant-governor,  I'axton,  and 
other  public  men  in  lioston,  opposed  to  the  popular  preten- 
sions. The  letters  were  strictly  private,  written  b}-  friends 
having  confidence  in  each  other,  ami  interchanging  their  views 
of  passing  events  in  perfect  frankness  ;  many  having  been 
tlated  bcf(jrc  the  api)ointment  of  Ilutchinson  as  governor. 
The  latter  had  dwelt  on  the  agitation  (jf  the  popular  leaders  in 
lioston,  and  its  impression  upon  the  people,  exciting  them  to 
regard  any  legislation  by  the  house  of  commons,  as  treason  to 
the  constitutif  11.  He  had  pointed  out  the  weakness  of  the 
executive  to  contend  against  an\- ebullition  of  feeling,  and  had 
expressed  the  opinion  that  a  strong  mililar)-  force  was  intlis- 
pensable  to  the  protection  of  authority  The  letters  advocated 
the  continuance  of  the  connectic)n  with  the  mother  country, 
even  at  the  expense  of  establishing  some  restraint  upon  the 
liberty,  which  had  prevailed  under  the  extremely  democratic 
constitution  of  Massachusetts.  Oliver  wrote  in  the  same 
spirit. 

These  letters  were  placed  in   Franklin's  hands,  and  it  has 


'■     1 

■ 

i 

'f       ,T' 


330 


TIIK    IIISIOKV  ()!■    (ANA  DA. 


L'773 


never  been  explained  whence  he  procured  them,  It  was  plain 
at  the  time,  as  it  is  to-day,  that  unless  the  means  by  which 
they  came  into  his  possession  be  satisfactorily  established,  the 
letters  must  have  been  unfairly  obtained.  I'ranklin  could  not 
fail  to  have  .seen  the  private  character  of  the  correspondence, 
and  that  its  publication  would  pro\c  of  ^rcat  injur)-  to  the 
writers  in  the;  conununil)-  in  which  tlu'\'  li\cd,  and  would 
inevitably  introiluce  into  the  contest  new  features  of  bit- 
terness ami  rancour.  Hut  I"'raid<lin  never  understood  what 
delicacy  even  meant.  J  lis  interest  placed  on  cjiie  side,  and 
the  course  which  per-  >nal  honour  dictateil  on  the  other,  there 
was  never  any  hesitation  on  his  part  to  follow  the  fornier. 
His  leading;  teaching;  w.is  success  in  life  bv  tluiit,  industry 
and  prudence,  b\-  honesty,  if  p(vssible  ;  his  whole  career  fur- 
nished the  prcKjf  how  he  could  abandon  his  theories,  when 
expediency  and  circumstances  so  exacted. 

h'ranklin's  conduct  in  .sendini^  the  letters  to  Boston,  estab- 
lished the  meamiess  of  spirit  of  which  he  could  be  [guilty.  I  le 
knew  well  what  would  happen  when  they  were  received  in 
America  ;  that  they  would  be  seized  upon  b\-  the  republican 
party  as  justifyin|4'  its  opposition  to  the  auth(Mitics,  and  that 
the  disclosure  of  the  opinions  expressed  in  this  private  corres- 
pondence could  be  ninde  hiL^hly  .serviceable  by  its  leaders. 
lie  affected  to  protect  the  writers  b\'  ap[)en(lint;  the  condition 
that,  the  letters  should  l)e  shewn  to  the  leadin;j;  men,  but  not 
copied  or  printed,  and  that,  then  lhe\-  should  be  returned  to 
him.  The  insincerity  of  this  limitation  is  plain  on  the  surface. 
Had  h'ranklin  meant  fairly,  he  would  have  himself  made 
excerpts,  and  have  acted  upon  the  inf(jrmation  whicli  he  had 
him.self  learned,  without  betra)'al  of  the  writers  by  name. 

The  letters  were  sent  to  C'ushin;..;,  speaker  of  the  Massa- 
chusetts assembly,  and  were  shown  to  all  on  his  side  of 
politics.  They  were  finally  broui^ht  to  the  notice  of  the 
assembly,  and  there  discus.scd  as  the  disclosure  of  a  jjlot  to 
subvert  the  constitution.  A  vote  was  carried  that  the  kin;^ 
should  be  pctitionctl  for  the  removal  from  their  positions  of 
IIutchin.son  and  Oliver,  the  governor  and  lieutenant-governor. 
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The  (.'xistencc  of  tlu-  K-ltrrs  tliiis  became  a  matter  of  iioinrict}-. 
riu'  (hfriciihy  ill  till'  fiirtlu'r  dirfusioii  of  them  lay  in  tlu-  f  u  t 
n(  the  en_i;a|4cment  that  the>'  should  not  Ix-  printed  or  copied. 
L'nder  the  dislionest  and  false  pretiMice  that  other  copies  had 
been  received,  they  were  printed  and  distributed  amon;^  the 
other  provinces.  Writers  ha\e  emleavonred  to  evplain  awa)' 
the  proceedin.q'  ;  they  entire!)"  fail  to  do  so,  and  it  can  only 
be  rel.ited  in  the  lan;4ua,i;e  u>ci\. 

The  petition  was  sent  to  l'"ranklin,  and  fniuanlc-d  by  him  to 
lord  Dartmouth  for  presentation,  on  the  23rd  of  Au;4ust,  1773, 
I  lis  lett(,'r  was  in  accordance  with  the  constant  declaration 
of  loyally  to  the  commonwealth,  made  in  h'.nt^land  to  the  last 
mouKMit  before  the  appeal  to  arms,  "that  a  sincere  (h"siu)sitif)n 
prevails  in  llie  pcMplc  to  be  fin  j^rxid  terms  with  the  mothei' 
country,  that  the  .isscmbl)'  have  declared  tluMr  desire  only  to 
be  pul  into  the  situation  they  were  in  beNire  the  stamp  act. 
7'//t']'  aiiii  at  no  iioi'tllii's,  [sii\  and  it  is  said  that  havinc; 
ili.scovered,  as  lhe\'  think,  the  authors  of  their  .L^rievances  to  be 
some  of  their  own  people,  tlieir  resentment  at;ainst  Britain  is 
thence  much  abated." 

It  is  proper  lo  bear  in  mind  that  this  letter  was  written 
some  months  before  h'raid^lin  publicly  accepted  the  rcsponsi- 
bilit\-  of  having  sent  the  correspondence  to  America.  The 
printed  letters  reached  JCii'^land,  to  cause  in  ])olilicaI  circles 
much  surprise  and  tc)  create  much  painful  feeliuL;-.  Williani 
W'halei)',  brother  of  llie  ileceased,  In's  executor,  naturalK' 
was  ;^re.itl\-  _L;rie\etl  and  ti'onbK'd  by  the  j)ul)lication,  and 
dreaded  that  he  would  be  held  responsible  for  a  dishcjnourablc 
breach  of  trust.  I  lis  suspicions  were  directed  to  a  Mr.  John 
Temple,  then  in  London,  who  hail  been  surveyor-i^eneral  of 
the  customs  in  Boston.  Temple  hatl  married  the  daut^hter  f)f 
a  Dr.  Bowtloin,  of  Boston,  of  a  IIu;.;uenot  famil_\-,  who  early 
inherited  a  larj^e  fortune,  described  even  as  the  largest  known 
at  that  date.  Bowdoin  had  devoted  himself  to  scientific  pur- 
suits, liad  also  taken  part  in  the  political  troubles,  and  had 
accepted  the  opinions  of  .Samuel  Adams,  with  whom  he  had 
formed  close  relations.     Temple  was  accredited  with  sympa- 
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tlii/iii;^-  with  this  ]);irty;  his  rclationslii])  to  l^owcloin  slicws  tliat 
he  was  not  ciitiicly  hcyond  tlicir  iiillucnce.  He  had  been 
(hsinissed  from  liis  office,  and  lie  looked  upon  Hutchinson  as 
havinj^"  been  the  cause  of  his  removal.  Whatcly  felt  himself 
so  compromised  as  a  man  of  honour,  that  he  published  a  letter 
in  the  Public  Atlvcrtiscr,  iith  December,  1782,  statini,^  that 
Temple,  almost  unknown  to  him,  had  a])plie(l  for  p>'-missIon 
to  refer  tv  ihese  letters,  and  that  he  had  placed  sevei a!  parcels 
in  hi-  hands,  lie  had  called  upon  him,  therefore,  for  some 
cxplanatioM,  and  Temjilc  had  assured  him,  with  rcL^ard  to  the 
letters  in  (|uestioi;,  "  that  he  had  not  taken  asint^lc  letter  or  an 
extract"  from  an\'  sint;]e  one.  Several  letters  ajipcarcd  in 
tlie  papers  of  the  time,  in  which  Temple  considered  himself 
attacked,  ami,  to  clear  his  cha.ractcr,  he  challenged  W'hatcl}-. 
By  the  code  of  honour  of  the  da\',  he  had  in  reality  no  ground 
of  offence  at^ainst  Whately  ;  and,  as  it  has  been  descril)cd, 
unable  to  remove  the  susj)icion  which  had  fallen  upon  him,  he 
picked  a  (juarre!  with  Whately.  The  act  can  onl)-  be  looked 
upon  as  the  desperate  attempt  of  a  bull}*,  to  redeem  the  stain 
upon  \\\>  character. 

The  duel  took  place  in  II}'de  I'ark  on  December  iith,  1773. 
Both  parties  published  their  account  of  it.  It  was  conducted 
in  an  unusual  and  extraordinary  manner,  without  seconds. 
Had  either  been  killed,  trie  prol)ability  is  that  the  survivor 
would  have  been  tried  for  munler.  \\'hatcl\-  was  wountlcd 
b\'  a  thrust  in  the  left  side  :  the  whole  paoceedinL;'  is  inex- 
plicable. It  appears  plain,  tliat  both  were  utterl)-  without 
e.xperieucc  with  the  sword,  the  weapon  used.  The  duel  in  no 
wa)'  assisted  Mr.  Temple,  for  the  belief  in  his  ccMTiplicit\' 
•  ■jmaincd,  and  he  was  accused  o*^"  infamous  contluct  111  intl'ct- 
intj  the  wound,  when  his  advers;iry  hail  f,dlen  to  the  ground. 

The  affair  created  such  attc  itior,  that  iMankl'M  felt  that  he 
could  no  longer  be  silent,  and  on  the  25th  of  December  he 
addressed  a.  letter  Lo  the  CraftsiiiiUi,  which  appeared  on  the 
1st  of  jaiuiar}-,  i  4.  He  stated  that  he  wrote  on  account  of 
tliC  duel  concerning  a  transaction  in  which  "both  of  them  arc 
totalh'  ignorant  and  imiocent."     To  pievent  further  mischief 
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he  (Icclarctl  that  he  alone  was  the  person  who  ()l)ta!necl  and 
transmitted  the  letters.  They  had  come  into  his  [jossession 
and  had  never  been  amoni^'  the  papers  of  the  deceased,  which 
parsed  into  the  liands  of  his  brother,  so  it  was  impossible  for 
ren.i|)le  to  have  taken  them.  lie  denied  tliat  they  were 
privcxtc  letters  ;  the\-  w  ere  intended  to  procure  p'jblic  measures, 
and  their  tcndenc}'  was  to  incense  the  mother  cnnitr)  ai^ainst 
the  colonics,  and  to  widen  tlui  l)reach.  The  student  of  the 
histor\-  of  those  cia\-s  will  soon  learn  how  little  reliance  can  be 
placed  on  any  statement  made  by  h'ranklin.  This  cxi)lanation 
of  his  must  [40  for  what  it  is  worth.  Whether  the  ])apers 
were  surreptitious!}-  or  accidentl}-  obtained,  and  whoever 
abstracted  01  disco\eied  them,  h'ranklin  knew  that  it  was 
inforir.ation  that  he  was  not  justitied  in  makinjj;'  public.  Hut 
he  was  one  ne\er  to  want  a  reason  for  aiu'thin;^  he  ditl ;  indeed 
a  dilemma  of  this  character  was  precisely  one  which  his  astute 
mind  c.juld  meet  Ijy  artifice.  He  arijucd  that  he  had  simply 
done  his  duty:  as  a;.4ent  for  the  province,  this  imi)ortant 
matter  came  to  his  notice,  and  he  was  bound  to  commum'cate 
it,  dweliins;"  upon  his  virtuous  desire  to  heal  the  breach,  !))• 
sliewing  that  coercive  mieasures  were  sugt;csted  from  the  other 
side  of  the  Atlantic.  Turn  or  twist  the  e.vplanation  as  modern 
w  riters  ma\-,  the  fact  remains,  the  letters  were  (.lishc)neslly 
ohrained,  and  malii^nantly  sent  to  Boston  to  cau>e  mischiei 
ami  discord.  * 


*  The  nanative  concerning  tlie  abstraction  o,  these  letters  is  given  in  full  by 
.Mr.  I'eler  Orlando  Hutchinson  in  the  Diary  anil  I,etter.s  of  Tlionias  Hutchinson, 
1.S.S3.  [Vol.  I.,  pp.  81-93.]  I'  '^  plain  by  the  jouinal  of  governor  Hutchinson 
lliat  he  considered  they  were  ]>uiloinoil  liy  Tciupie,  althoutjii  he  iloes  not  expressly 
say  so.  On  July  l6th,  1774.  he  writes  in  his  i  uirnal  :  "Never  met  with  greater 
civility  than  from  Lord  Siilfilk.  Ilefore  dinner  he  asked  if  I  knew  how  l)r.  V. 
r.iine  by  the  letters?  I  s.iid  1  knew  nulliing  but  from  the  letler  he  pal)lished. 
■  We  know,"  says  his  Lordship,  '•  that  ace'  is  not  true."  "  Have  you  i;ot  certain 
evidence,  my  Lord  .■■  Ves,  we  have  ceriiin  evidence  it  i-;  not  true  ;  and  we  know 
where  he  hail  the  letters.''  Again  on  .August  ihe  jn',  ;  "  Lord  ."^uflblk  trealivl 
nic  with  singular  courtesy.  I  told  him  of  I'.'s  (  reni[de's)  desire  to  see  me.  He 
Slid  ho  saw  i\o  objection,  but  nientioiKd  again  in  '■oniidence  that  they  knew  he 
t.Mik  the  letlors  from  "the  jire-^i-iit  Mr.  Wli.Uely."  Tin,'  J<ing  even  noticed  the 
Mjalter  in  the  inlerviow  with  Hutchinson  on  his  arrival  in  London.  ••.Nothing 
lould  be  more  cruel,"  he  sairl,  "  tli.in  \<"i  treatment  you  met  in  betraying  your 
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On  the  .irn'val  of  the  petition  for  the  reinov.'il  of  1  lutchinson 
and  Oh'vcr,  it  was  referred  to  a  nieetini^  of  the  privy  council. 
The  fust  mcetinc;,'  was  held  on  the  17th  of  January.  1774. 
Franklin  was  examined.  Wedderburn,  representing"  Hutchin- 
son and  Oliver,  admitted  the  (genuineness  of  tlie  letters,  but 
rescrvctl  the  ri!_;ht  to  enquire  liow  tliey  were  obtained. 
h'ranklin  was  unrepresented  by  counsel  ;  he  had  thoui;ht,  he 
said,  that  it  was  a  matter  of  politics,  not  of  law.  Manduit,  on 
the  pait  of  the  _L;overnor  and  lieutenant-i;o\ernor  (jf  Massa- 
clnisetts,  claimed  that  they  should  be  heard  on  the  unjust 
accusations  against  them.  Tiie  court  acce[)ted  this  view,  and 
Franklin  w  as  allowed  the  time  he  asked,  three  weeks,  to  obtain 
counsel.  The  proceedings  were  adjournetl  until  the  29th  of 
Januar\-,  1774. 

On  that  da}-  the  privy  council  met  :  the  proceedings  were 
open  to  the  public.  Many  distinguished  men  were  ipresent, 
among  others  Burke,  and  Jerem\'  Hentham,  then  a  )'oung  man 
of  twent}--six.  l-'ranklin  himself  attended.  Duimingand  Lee 
addressed  the  council  on  the  part  of  the  province  in  support 
of  the  petition.  The  solicitor-general  W'edderburn  replied. 
His  passionate  abuse  of  I'ranklin  formec'  the  main  part  of  his 
argument.  Then  occurred  a  remarkable  scene,  when  tiie 
members  of  the  council,  forgetting  their  judicial  position, 
entered  into  all  this  vituperation,  laughing,  nodding  approval 
of  this  p(jlished  attack,  becoming  indecent  partisans  in  the 
dispute  which  the}-  were  summoned  juiliciall}-  to  determine. 
Lord  North  was  the  one  exception  of  composure  and  decorum. 
The  council  voted  that  the  petition  should  be  dismissed  as 
groundless,  vexatious,  and  scandalous.  On  the  7th  of  February 
the  king  confirmetl  the  report,  and  Franklin  was  dismissed 
from  his  position  as  postmaster-general. 

The  whole  scene  partook  of  the  bad  spirit  of  political  life 

privatf  UileiN.  '  .^ll.  iVicr  Iliucliiiisnu  ijiiotcs  aiijiiovingly  the  leniaik  of  Mr. 
C.  F.  Adams  mi  the  life  of  his  yiamUather,  I'lesiilent  John  Ailani>  [Vol.  II.,  \>. 
319]  "  Scarcely  a  ilouljl  can  remain  lh.it  Sir  John  Temple  (he  evenliially 
succeeileil  to  a  baronetcy)  was  the  man  who  procured  the  Ilulchinsiju  letters  and 
had  lliem  delivered  to  Franklin.' 
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life 


wliicli  at  Uiis  period  was  so  imiiiistal'jaljly  inaiiifcstecl  towards 
every  opponent  of  tlie  court,  and  which  exercised  so  ih'sastrous 
an  influence  on  the  poh'c)-  of  the  empire. 

Tlie  conduct  of  the  members  of  the  priv}-  council  was 
doubtless  conceived  with  a  view  to  the  discomfiture  of 
h^^afd'clin.  lie  listened  to  the  attack'  with  the  impassiljility  he 
could  assume,  and  if  the  oi)lo(iu\  poured  forth  a;^ainst  him 
caused  the  least  discomfiture  in  his  mind,  there  was  no  s\'^\]  of 
the  fact.  W'hatmer  the  misconduct  of  Franklin  in  the  circum- 
stance, the  extravai^ance  of  the  conduct  of  the  placemen  at 
the  council  turned  puV)lic  sympath)-  in  his  faxour.  In  America 
the  insults  were  rcL^arded  as  directed  a;4ainst  ti.  .  provinces. 
Franklin's  pow'.'r  became  intensified  bv  this  persecution. 
I'A'C'  in  I'",ii;4'laiid,  the  men  pre[)ared  to  ijjame  him  for  his 
ilishonourable  conduct  could  not  withhold  their  condemnation 
of  the  bitterness  of  WetUlerburn's  attack.  l'"rom  that  liour  it 
ma)-  be  said  diat  h'ranklin  becuiie  the  determined  o[)i)onent 
of  reconciliation  with  the  mother  couiilr}-,  however  carefully 
he  concealed  his  opinion.  .AlUioULjh  Franklin  listened 
passivel}' toWetlderburn's  in\ecti\-c,  he  must  ha\e  acutely  felt 
what  was  ur^ed  ai^ainst  him,  for  he  subsequently  took  an  oath 
in  chancery  ''that  at  the  time  that  he  transmitted  the  letters 
he  was  i;Tr,oi-;int  of  the  party  to  whom  they  had  been  addressed, 
haxiiiL;"  himself  received  them  from  a  third  person  antl  for  the 
e.xjn'css  purpose  of  bein;^  con\'e)'ed  to  .\merica.  "* 

*  TIk   words  of  Uenjamiii  !•  r.iiikliii,  LI,.  I>.      I.oiij^man,  no  date,  Vol.  III., 

Tlie  followiiii,;  is  tlio  p.issaL^L-  fmm  WciIJeilniin's  arlilro-^x  (■Diiti^iiiiiiy;  his  acciisa- 
lion  aijaiii.sl  Franklin:  "The  letters  coiilil  not  iiave  come  in  1 'r.  Franklin  liy  Tair 
ir.':.ins.  The  writers  did  not  i;ive  iheni  to  him  nor  did  the  deceased  ciines|i')ndcnl, 
wiio,  from  our  intimacy,  would  otherwise  have  told  me  of  it  :  nothing  then  will 
!uit  J)r.  Franklin  of  the  charge  of  ohtaininti;  them  l)y  fraudulent  or  corrupt 
mians,  for  the  most  malignant  of  !Hir|>o>cs.  unless  he  slule  them  from  the  person 
who  stole  them.     This  argument  i-.  irrefragable. " 

"  I  hope,  my  lords,  y<;u  will  mark  (and  brand)  the  man  for  the  honui'r  of  this 
country,  of  I'^u rope,  and  of  mankind.  I'livale  correspondence  has  iiitherto  been 
held  sacred  in  liii'es  of  the  greatest  jiarty  rage,  not  only  in  politics  but  religion." 
"  lie  has  furfciled  all  respect  of  societies  and  of  men.  Into  wl  it  companies  will 
he  hereafter  go  with  an  unemb.ir.asseil  f.ice,  or  ihi.  honest  intrepidity  of  virtue. 
Men  will  wnlcli  him  with  a  jealous  eyo;  they  will  hide  their  papers  from  him  and 
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In  order  that  there  .should  be  no  inisuiidcrslaiuh'nL;'  with 
regard  to  the  determined  attitude  which  (ireat  Hritain  had 
assumed,  in  the  enforcement  of  tlie  parliamentar)-  ri_Ljht  of 
imposinjj^  taxes  for  the  support  of  the  colom'al  t^overnment,  it 
was  resolved  to  replace  the  civil  j^overnor  of  Massachusetts  by 
an  officer  holdiir^^  militar\-  command.  General  Gai^je,  coin- 
maih'ijii^  in  chief  the  trof)ps  in  .America,  was  nominated  to 
the  office,  lie  was  a  man  of  unl)lemishcd  personal  character, 
of  pure  honoui-  and  _L;i'eat  Jimiability.  The  second  son  of 
viscount  Gat^e,  he  had  early  joined  the  ar.ny,  and  had  been 
cnt^a^ed  in  hii^h  command  in  America  for  twenty  years.  He 
was  present  at  liratldock's  defeat  as  colonel  of  the  44th  rcLji- 
mcnt.  I  liave  related  his  successful  government  of  Montreal, 
and  his  appointment  to  rhe  command  of  the  forces  in  Xortli 
America,  on  the  retirement  of  Amherst.  *  lie  had  mari'ied 
in  Xew  Vork  .Mari;aret,  the  dau5;hter  of  I'etcr  Kemble,  the 
president  (jf  the  council  of  New  Jersey.  Me  was  at  this  date 
ncarl}'  si.xty  x'ears  c^f  ai;e.  In  the  best  da\s  of  his  \'outh  and 
streni;th  he  luul  not  been  remarkable  for  eneri;')'  and  enter- 
prise,     lie  was    now  placed    in    a    most   difl'icult    position,  in 


lock  ii|,  their  esciiloiies.      He  will  heuceforth  esteem  it  a  libel  to  be  called  a  man 

of  /t'tliTs,  lioiiio  t  rill  III  i  !i/i'i<iniiii." 

As  1  ^ll;lll  have  iid  occasimi  again  to  allude  to  Fiaiiklin  in  conneclion  with  the 
events  of  this  ihite  1  append  liis  lelter  to  Mr.  Strachaii,  with  whom  he  ii.id  lived 
in  tile  most  friendly  relations,  nnaflected  iiy  any  personal  cpiaiitl  or  misunder- 
slaniiin;;,  wiitleii  wiliiin  ei^jhteon  months  of  the  scene  at  tlie  cuuncil.  It  was  Mr. 
StiMchan  who  in  lyt'.'J  published  "  (^tueiies  to  1  )i-.  I'r.inklin  alunit  his  disinites  in 
North  America,"  e>tal)li>liini;  the  intiniale  connection  between  the  two  men.  The 
letter  was  as  follows  : 

'•  I'hiladelphi.i,  July  5.  1775. 
"  Mr.  Strachan  : 

Von  are  a  meml)erof  that  parliament  and  have  formed  a  ]iart  of  that  majority 
which  has  condennied  mv  native  countiv  to  destruction. 


on  liave  lie^un 


to  biiin  our  towns  and  to  destroy  their  inhabitants  ! 


you 


<  at  yi 
r  aciaiaintance> 


hands 


hey  .ire  stained  with   the 


id  .,f 


,d  1 


were  loii^ 


■nds  ;  you  arc  at  present  my  enemy  anc,  1  am  yours 


oin-  relations  and 


I'' 


K 


thi 
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which  \i_L;()iir  of.u  lion,  tempcrctl  b\-  forhcaiaiicc  aiul  priulcnce, 
was    iiKh'spcnsahlc    for  the   successful    i)eiforniance    of  chil}-. 

1    for  a  man,  fertile    in    e\[)eclieiits, 


ri 


le  cu'cunistaiices   callec 


untlaunted  in  resolution  and  secure  of  sujiport  at  liome. 
1. ja;4c's  conduct  was  vacillatiuL;,  injudicious,  totall\'  uantin;^  in 
that  calm  determination  In-  which  ^reat  Ljenerals  are  able  to 
shape  events,  under  the  most  unla\ouiai)le  ciicumstances. 

The  L^'reatest  tumult  [)re\'ailed  thiou;^'hout  Massachusetts. 
X'^iolcnce  was  practised  in  all  directions  ;  those  knt)\vn  to  be 
attaclied  to  the  mother  country  became  victims  of  persecu- 
tion; many  were  tarred  and  feathered;  e\ery  ol)struction  wa-^ 
offered  to  the  government.  The  |::^reatest  difficulty,  ai^ainst 
which  Gaj^e  had  to  contend, u  as  the  almii-.t  universal  bitterness 
of  feelinj4' called  forth  by  the  Hostnn  port  act.  lie  was  unable 
to  complete  his  council  under  the  new  law  ;  he  could  ])re\ail 
on  few   to  act,  antl    tliose   who    accepted    the    position    were 


forced   to  resi<rn,  b\- 


the 


pressure  ot   onuuon 


f 


and   the  fear  of 


personal  violence.  Ilad  the  (  ne  act,  remodellin;,;-  the  consti- 
tution, alone  beei;  passed,  the  i)rol)abilil\'  is  that  there  would 
ha\e  been  no  immediate  x'iolent  demonsti-ations  aciainst  it,  at 


least    nom;   that   tlefied   contri 


ln'    mol)    rule,  which    h,ul 


i^aincd  such  remorseless  power,  must  ha\e  been  displeasing;-  t( 
man\-,  who  sided  with  the  defenders  (jf  wha! 
provincial   rights, 
through  houses  an 


Tarrine    a 


no 


featl 


ierm< 


W-'  re  'lescruK'tl  as 
slujolinsj'    bullets 


(1  m 


llictii 


)<4  ])ersonal  mjiu'ies  are  tlani^erous 


adjuncts   to    liberty,      it   was   a  different   consideration    with 
reL;ard  to  the  closini;'  of  the  port,  for  it  look  awa}-  from  many 

The  cil\' was  dependent  for  its  existence 


the  means  ol  livini 


poll    its   comnKM'ce  ;    and   the  suppression  of   the  trade, 


!)\- 


w  Inch  the  lar"e  numoei' o 


ftl 


le  people  Ljamed  llieii- ilaily  bread 
was  to  intiotluce  want  into  maii\-  a  household  :  so  that  iiuni 


jers,  w  no  miLiU 


t  otl 


lerwise 


a\  c'  1)1 


en  (]uiescent,  took  an  active 


l)ai 


t  against  the  tiox-ernmetit  from  a  sense  of  their  own  wronL^s 


.uid   privations.     It   was    ai;ain 


>t    th 


Doueriul    sentmient  oi 


ivaL-e  discontent  that  (jaue  had  t' 


iml)al 


an 


d,at  the 


same 


time 


he  was  made  to  feel  that  the  main  line  of  public  opinion 


as  adverse  to  him  as  ri'presentatu  e  ot   a  rule  ol   iorce. 


T 


Ji  i 


Mrl. 
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Ga"C    arrived    at    I-iosttjii   on    the    i  ;th    of   Ma\-    aiul  was 


com 


tcously 


rccci\cul. 


Ill  a  few  (la\'s  he  suiiii 


noiKjd 


ll 


le  legis- 


lation for  the  election  of  coiiiicillors  :  on  the  names  of  tuciity- 
eii^ht  beini;'  pieseiiteil  to  him,  he  rejected  thirteen.  The 
le<fislatioii    was    then    adjourned    to    meet    at    .Salem.      Tl 


le 


adi 


.less   \'oted 


on 


tl 


le  re-assemhiv  contained   such  ollensive 


(fc 


criticisms  on  the  policy  ot  his  two  predecessors,  that  he 


wo 


uld 


not  listen  further  to  it.  Votes  were  ))asscd  in  the  house. 
rccommeiKliiiL;  patience,  callin;;"  ui)on  the  inhabitants  of  the 
cou 
discoi 


t\'  districts  to  assist  the  distressed  people  of  Hostoii.     The 

bject  to 


itinuance  of  the  n 


dut\-,  was  advocatetl 


SI.'  oi  ai 


)ritish  iiii|)ortalions,  sn 


ihe  L^ovtM'iior  was  reiiuested  to  ai)i)oint 
id  fast;  as  he  declined  to  tlo  so,  the  members 
themselves  named  the  date.     A  resolution  was  carried,  calliii!' 


a  oa\'  lor  a  ijener 


f( 


or  a  meetmsj:  o 


f  the 


several  colonics  to  consult  upon  the  con- 
tiition  of  the  counti}',  to  t.ake  measures  for  the  recovery  and 
re-establishment    of  their   just    ri''hts  ;md   liberties,   civil   and 


rclitrious,  "  ant!  the  ri:storation  ol  union  and  harmoiu'  between 


f 


(jreat  Britain 


;ui(l  America,  which  is  most  ardeiith' desired  b\- 


ro(j 


d  m 


en. 


'ill  .. 

Gai;c,  learning;  wha,  w.is  takin;^'  place,  sent  his  secretary  t< 

dissolve  the  assembly,  but    he    found    the  door    closed    am 


locked,  ami  his  messenger  had  to  read  the  proclamation  on  the 


th 


iloo 


r  step. 


A  public  meetin;4"  held  at  Hcj.ston  on  June  the  Sth  adopted 
the  non-imi)ortation  aL;reemenl  ;  it  received  the  name  of  a 
"solemn  leac;uc  and  covenant,"  to  come  into  o|)eration  on  the 
1st  of  October.  This  example  was  followed  by  the  different 
towns,  and  not  only  in  New  i'",nL;land  but  in  other  provinces  ; 
the  cause  of  .Massachusetts   w.is  embraced   in   all    directions. 

e  expressed  at  Hoston  were  ^■encral!\' 


he  opinions  which  wei 


entertained  throUL;hout  .Massachusetts,  ami  unllinchinj^ly  acted 
upon.     (ja_L;e  prohibited  all  such  meetiiii^s  as  seditious.     Tliey 


\  ertheless  continued,  and  the  iiovernmcnt  denounced 


were  ne 


for  its  interference. 


ri 


lere  w  as   so  evK 


lent 


in   intention  to  abandon  mere  ver 


bal 


pr(jtest   fi 


or  .111 


armed   resistance    to  authorit\-,  that    earl\-  in 
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Scptcinbcr  Gai;c  sent  a  party  to  C'liarlcstown  to  take  posses- 
sion of  some  powcUn-  which  had  been  stored  ihcre,  the  propert)' 
of  the  ])r()\'ince.  Tiiis  proceecHni;"  was  followed  by  a  conven- 
tion held  at  Milton,  in  the  county  of  Snffolk,  in  which  the  city 
of  Boston  is  situated.  It  was  there  resoKcd  that  "no  obi-ilience 
was  due  t(i  either,  or  any  part  of  the  recent  acts  of  parlianuMit," 
and  the  reconuncndalion  was  \-i)ted  that  all  taxes  sliouKl 
paid  into  the  hands  of  coiiL^ress. 


ne 


The    antagonism   was    now  so   openly  expressed,  that, 


ni 


A 

th 


uj^nist,    1774.  GaL;e  to( 


4ei)s  to  fortif\',  hv  intrencliment, 


e  narrow  11 


eck  which   connects  Uoston  with    the  ma 


Ml 


ami 


In    itselt    it   was  an   assertion 


.f 


armed 


lorce, 


and  could 


rei'arded,  m   a   mn 


Kjr  de^jree,  as  a  declaration  of  war  ai 


tl 


ie  au'itation  which  was  unceasmtj 


ly  tl 


ircatennu 


tl 


le  rule 


be 
ainst 


he 


represented.  If  the  act  had  been  followed  up  b\-  vigorous 
measures  in  the  employment  of  troops  under  his  command,  it 
mi''ht  ha\e  e.xerciseil  ureat  in'lueiuc  in  reraessinL''  the  excite- 


men 


t    of 


iK^litical 


fee' 


IIU 


I'.v  t! 


le  lo\alist<,  who  were  able  to 


seek  safety  u  ithin  its   limits,  Bt)Ston  was  called  "  the  city  of 
refup;e,"  and   a  lar_L;e  lunnber  of  this  cla.ss  flocked  within  its 

derable  number  holdimj  these 


recincls.     Hut  tl 


lere  was  a  consi 


opmions,  whose    narrow  means    denied    them    this    resource 


wh.o  had  patiently  to  remain  w  here  the\' were 


d\\  fiiim 


lor 


ced 


to  suppress  their  opinions  frrnn  the  fear  of  personal  \iolence, 
and  who  were  too  isolated  ami  unorL^anized  to  attempt  any 
act  of  self  assertion.  Ga_L';e  [)rovetl  entirel}- unetpial  to  the 
discliarge  of  his  diflicult  dutj .  He  lotall)- 
the  strensjth   of  the  force  hourl/  increasing 


misunders 


tood 
airainst  winch  he 


mij^ht  have  foreseen  lie  wou'd  so  soon  have  to  contend. 
on!\-  ex|)lanatioii  possible  for  his  inactivil)-  is,  th;it  lu'  all 


The 


owed 

himself  to  be  ilupeil  into  the  !)e]ief  that  the  violent  discontent 
)uld  pass  awa\',  and  that  he  hesitated  to  take  an\'  false  step 


\V( 


to  complicate  the  situat 


ion. 


When   action  was   forced 


ipon 


him,  his  conduct  was  weak  in  the  exti'cine,  shewiii'';  his  unf( 


tunate  misconception 


or- 
)f  the  resistance  he  would  experience. 


In   no  wa}-  tlitl  lu;  contem[>late  the  loss  and  tliscredit  which 
would  fall  uDon  the  force  under  his  command,  and  the  extent 
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//3 


,/.*•■ 


il*." 


'1'» 


'  M 


his  own  characlcr  would  be  assailed  U)\-  weakness  and  want  of 
judijincnt. 

The  continental  con<4rcss  met  at  Philadelphia  on  the  ist  <jf 
September,  1774.  The  piOL^eedin^s  which  took  place  are  so 
well  known  a  passas^c  of  histor)-,  that  thc_\-  rcipiirc  but  slic^ht 
notice  in  these  pages. 

l''our  declaratory  acts  were  issued;  a  letter  to  i4eneral  (iaj^^e 
enumerating  the  colonial  riL;lits  and  i^rievances  ;  a  petition  to 
the  kint;  :  an  address  to  the  jjcopte  of  (ireat  Britain  :  and  an 
address  to  the  people  of  ("anada.  The  histor\-  of  the  latter 
I  have  alread}'  _!_;i\en. 

'I'he  threalein'ni;  character  of  these  procet-din^s  was  with- 
out any  intlnencc  upcMi  the  force  in  L;arrisoii  in  lioston.  The 
winter  jjassed  away  as  if  no  unusual  movement  in  the  colcjin'es 
was  takiiiL;  place.  But  towards  the  end  of  J.uniary,  dd'^c 
commencetl  to  nu'slrust  that  the  agitation  was  not  the  per- 
fectly peaceable  demonstration  he  had  ima!4ined.  OwiuL;'  to 
information  he  receivetl,  earl)-  in  i'ebruary,  1775-  1^"-'  ende.iv- 
oured  to  seize  some  cannon  in  the  neit^hbourhocnl  of  Salem. 
The  force  marched  towards  l)an\ers,  the  camion,  however, 
could  not  be  found  :  a  collision  nearl\'  took  place  as  the 
troops  oil  tiieir  return  were  pmceedin;^'  to  cross  a  l.)ridi.;e  ; 
they  '.ver(>  fnialK'  allowed  to  pass  without  interference. 

On  April  the  19th,  1775,  the  affair  at  Lexini;lon  took  place; 
it  i^roxed  to  be  the  commencement  ol  the  re\'olutionar_\'  war. 
The  object  of  the  expedition  despatched  from  iJoston  was  to 
destroy  some  stores  and  warlike  material  collected  at  Concord. 
Gage  had,  in  his  own  \  iew,  kept  his  intentions  perfectl\- 
secret,  but  the  facts  were  known  Ijelore  the  column  left 
Boston.* 

*  "  (  u'lui'.il  (I.-il;:  I'li  ihc  cvfiiiiv.4;  of  llic;  iSlh  of  .April  toKl  Lord  IVtcv  tliat 
lit,'  inliiiilrcl  lo  M'licl  a  iloLicliniciU  lo  M.'i/Ce  tlif  sloix's  nt  Concord  lunl  to  ijivc  the 
i-ouiiiianil  to  Coloiiol  Sinltli,  who  know  lli.U  Ih'  w,i^  lo  go  out,  not  where.  He 
nie.int  il  to  be  a  seerel  expeTlilioii,  and  liegije  1  of  l.ord  Percy  to  Ueep  it  a  profound 
secret.  As  this  nolilenian  w.is  p.issint;  from  the  geiU'ral's  ipi  liters  home  to  hi> 
own,  [lercciviiii;  eiijlr,  or  ten  men  conversing;  together  on  the  common,  lie  maile  up 
to  them,  when  one  of  the  men  said  :  " 'I'iie  llrili^h  troop.^  have  marched,  Init  liiey 
will  miss  their  aim."     "  What  aim?  "  said  Lor>l  I'ercy.    "  Why."  the  man  replied, 
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The  tniops  at  3  o'clock  011  tIuM;\'ciiiii;_;' of  the  icSUi,  ascended 
Charles  ri\er  to  I'hipp's  farm. 

'I'he  coliiiun,  under  the  command  of  lieutenant-colonel 
Smith  of  the  loth  foot,  consisted  of  sixteen  t:ompanies  of  tiie 


arrison,  and    s(^ine    marines. 


At 


(la\  oreal 


a    detachment 


under  the  orders  (,f  major  I'itcairn  of  the  marines,  was  sent 
forward  to  secure  the  britl_L;e.  Hetween  four  and  five  in  tiie 
morniiiL;"  the  troojjs  reach'  1  Lexint^toii,  a  small  villas^e  about 
fifteen  miles  from  Jioston  ;  at  this  spot,  about  sevent\'  men 
uiuler  arms  were  ilrawn  upon  [tar.ule.      I'itcairn   calkxl  u])()n 


them  to  disperse. 


Til 


e  pro\incials  retired,  and 


as   th 


e\'  with- 


clr 


eu  shots  were  fired,      in  e\'ents  of  tl 


a  clisai'reemen 


lis  kind  there  is  always 
t  of  narrative.  .\ccor(lini;-  to  United  .States 
writers,  the  belief  was  entertained  that  the  object  of  the  expe- 
dition was  the  arrest  of  Samuel  Adams  and  Hancock  who 
lived  in  the  neiL;hl)ourhood,  and  that,  on  the  order  to  disi)erse 
not  bcinjf  immediately  o])e\'ed,  lIu;  troops  were  ordered  to  fire, 
and  eii;ht  of  the  inhabitants  were  killed  aiul  several  wounded. 
On  tlie  other  hand,  .Smith,  the  olTicer  in  commaiKl,  in  his 
official  rejiort  ileclared  that  shots  were  fired  upon  the  trooi)s 
from  beliind  a  stone  wall  and  tlu;  neii^^hbouriiiL;-  houses,  by 
which  I'itcairn's  horse  was  wounded  and  (tiie  man  killed,  and 
that   the   men   onl\-  fired   in   self-defence.     The  force  gathered 


at 


■xiuf^lon   was  dispersei. 


b\-  the  \-ollcy,  and   the  tmopis 


;uched  onwards  to  C'oncord,  some  few  miles  farther.      Tl 


m 

fouiu 
but  tl 
itl 


ie\' 


1  that  the  i;reater  part  of  the  stores  hail  been  removed 
)iked  three  cannon  and   threw  them  into  the   rive; 


ie\'  s 


itn   nve  liiiiulrecl   poun 


Is  of 


hal 


and 


>i.\t\'   barrel 


n 


(/ur. 


llax'inL;'    fulfilled    their  coimni^^ioii,   the    troops    |)repared    to 


return.  .Smitii  relates  there  were  hut  lew  inhaDitants  m  the 
town,  that  lie  took  pains  to  explain  to  those  he  met  the  reason 
of  hi.-;  presence,  and  to  assure  them  that  he  meant  no  personal 


••  lliL'  caiuiciii  -.d  Conconl."  Lord  I'crcy  iiiHiii.'ilia'L'Iy  ii-uuneil  mi  liis  steps  and 
aL'c|iuiiiitt.'il  Genera!  Gaijc,  in, I  witlioiil  marks  of  surprise  and  (li^apiirol-ation,  of 
uiial  lie  had  jusi  heard.  'I'lie  ijeneial  said  tlial  his  confidence  had  been  iietrayed, 
for  thai  he  had  conimunicaled  his  de>igii  to  one  person  only  iiesides  his  lordshi|i." 
[.Ste(hiian,  I.,  p.  1 19. J 
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li.irin  to  ;iii\'  one;  tli.il  his  diit}'  was  siinpl}'  to  (Icstro)'  inilitai')' 
stores,     'I'lu'  jjctsohs  he  met  were  however  "sulk)'." 

On  the  return  march  of  the  cohiniii  from  Concord,  the  attack 
noon  the  troops  coniinenceil  bv  a  lan-e  l>oilv  of  men,  firin<j 
upon  tlieiu  under  covt.-r  of  walls  and  trees.  I'lie  troops  were 
excessively  fatiujued  ;  lhe\'  were  fully  accoutred  with  ainnui- 
nition,  knapsacks,  and  their  haxcrsacks  ot  proxisions,  and  had 
been   (jn   dnt\'  the  nrecedinu    ni'.'ht    sin'c    five   o'clock.       The 


|>i'o\incials  inadi'  no  at  tempt  to  attack  them,  but  [)ertinacious 


ly 


to!lowed  up  tlic  column  as  it  marched  aioni;'  tlie  road  with  a 
droppiii;;'  Hre  from  protected  spots  on  the  loadside  ;  fiom  tilc 
bush  an(.l  bnildinijs.  I'iie  .ittackini;'  pai1\'  would  rarely  be 
seen.      .Smith's  dut_\'  was  plain.      .\s  he  saw  that  he  was  sub- 


jected to  this  continuou-,  lire   the  whole  len;_;th  of  the  roat 
shoul 


sliould 


nave   nai 


d,  he 
He 

d    and   fed   his   men,  ha\'e    obtained    carts, 


have    un(UM-sto;id    that    it    was    no    child 


piaw 


removed 


tl 


le 


:nansacks  aiul 


na\ersacks  am 


loaded 


th 


e  c 


w  1 


Ih   tl 


arts 
lem,  and  have  sent  out  in  skirmishiiiij'  order,  on  either 


side  ot   the   road,  stroii'''   parties   to   nice 


t  tl 


le  attat 


as  It  was 


made. 


il 


e  shoultl  ha\"i'  sei/.ed  the  inmates  of  the  first  house 


bom  which  a  shot  was  tired,  and  sc-nt  some  of  them  aloiiL:  the 
line   of  !iis   mai'ch,  retaining'  the  others  as   prisoners,  wi 


expression   o 


f  1 


us   (Kiel 


minatioii   that 


on   a   sill' 


th  the 
de  shot  fired 


from   an\-  house  he  would   l)uni   it.      There  would   have  been 


little  call  for  him    to   ha\-e  madi;   his    threat 

.11 


tl 


us 


ob\i(ius  course  been  followed,  it  would  not  ha\e  then  been  so 


eas)' a  matter  as  it  proved  to  be  on  the  pai 


t  of  tl 


u;  Droxincials 


to  distress   the   force 


T 


le  wearied    nuni    marched   o\er 


tl 


leir 


tl 


\c   miles, 
A'xiiiL'ton. 


harassed   b\'  this    L'allim 


ire  until    the\'   reached 


.on. 


1   1' 


erc\'  was  met  on   this  spot  with  nine  hundred  men. 


sent  b\'  (ra'''e  as  a  reser\e,  wi 


th  I 


wo 


pie-:es  of  cannon 


ere 


y 


f< 


brmed  a  hollow  s(niare,  and   tlu;  men,  worn  out  with  fatigue. 


tl 


leii 


toii'-ues    literal 


haii'i'iiv. 


on 


t    of   their    mouths    from 


prostration,*  ki)- on  the  ground  to  rej^ain  strenL;th.     'J"he  j^uns 
kept  off  any  attacks  of  the   minute  men  on  Percy's  position. 


.Stt 


^ 
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men, 

'orcy 

Jt;uc, 

from 

iitioii. 


His  llaiikiii.!4'  parlies  pmtcttctl  thciii  on  their  return:  hail 
Smith  taken  this  ( omse  liis  casualties  would  have  called  for 
no  mention,  and  in  all  piobabilit)-  the  attack  would  iia\c 
been  disc(JiUinued  ;  whereas  he  had  -.ixty-fue  killi'd  and  one 
lumdreil  anil  ei^lit)-  w(nmded  ;  twenty-ei^du  were  reported  a.s 
missing.  The  latter  were  doubtless  deserters,  tlVc  provincials 
constanll)-  enileavourini;  to  leail  the  men  to  abandon  their 
colours.  'Ihe  loss  of  the  provincials  did  not  exceed  ninety, 
and  it  is  a  wondiT  that  it  reached  that  nuniljer,  for  they  kept 
themselves  unexposed. 

The  news  of  the  revolt  sijread  like  wild-fire.  The  e\ent 
was  represented  as  a  ilefeat ;  that  the  troo[is  had  been  driven 
back  to  Jioston.  It  was  on  all  sides  rcLjarded  as  the  first  act 
of  resistance,  anil  troops  from  all  quarters  commenced  to 
assemble  at  ("ambrid^e,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Boston,  to 
support  the  cause.  The  Massachusetts  conj^ress  resoKed  that 
30,000  men  should  be  raised.  As  from  time  to  time  they 
were  t4athered  toL;ether,  the\'  were  sent  forward.  In  this 
emerL;ency  (lagc  rcmainetl  entireh'  passive  ;  his  force  was 
shut  up  within  the  cil)-  of  Hoston.  havinj^-  difficulty  in 
obtaininL;  the  ordinar)-  necessary  provisions,  lie  look  no 
active  measures  of  anv  kind.  Ills  onl)'  proceeding  was  to 
issue  an  absuril  proelamalioii,  pronn'.^ing  parilon  to  all  who 
would  lay  down  their  arms,  excepting  Ailams  and  Hancock. 
Colden,  the  lieutenant-governor,  re])orted  to  lord  Dart- 
mouth the  feeling  in  New  York,  when  the  news  was  known.* 
For  some  time  past  there  hail  been  no  means  of  supporting 
authorit}';  the  on!)-  force  available  was  one  hundreil  men  of 
the  ro\-al  Irish  regiment,  and  the  sloop  of  war  "  I*"isher."  They 
were  ([uartercd  in  open  barrack.s.  Lord  Dunmore,  during  the 
short  time  he  had  been  in  New  York,  had  dismantled  the 
fort  and  converted  it  into  stables  ;  thus  the  troops  were  left 
thoroughly  exposed  to  the  attack  of  an  armed  mob.  There 
had  been  rc[)eatcil  riots  in  the  citv,  and  attempts  had  bet  11 
made  to  prevent  the  stores  for  the  tnjops  at  Hoston  being 
loailed    on   the  transports.     The  friends  of  the  government 

♦  N.V.  Due,  VIII.,  p.  571,  31(1  .May,  1775 
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were  entirely  without  protection  for  their  persons  and  prop- 
erty. The  news  of  the  affair  at  Lexington  was  "published 
with  horrid  and  af;;,cjravatin<^  circumstances."  Public  meet- 
ings were  held  in  disorder  and  violence,  during  which  those 
present  became  pledged  to  resist  the  acts  of  parliament  :  the 
authority  f)f  the  government  was  laid  perfectly  prostrate. 
Before  the  end  of  the  month,  a  provincial  congress  of  the 
province  of  New  York,  composed  of  one  hundred  members, 
was  in  session,  the  object  of  which  was  to  raise  money  to 
resist  the  king's  forces,  and  erect  fortifications  to  oppose  the 
march  of  an  army.  A  proposal,  not  one  to  gladden  the 
commercial  class,  was  made  to  issue  a  paper  currency.  The 
agitation  was  principally  confined  to  the  city.  Golden  wrote, 
"  the  people  would  be  very  glad  to  remain  quiet,  but  inde- 
fatigable pains  are  being  taken  to  bring  the  whole  province 
into  one  plan  of  measures."  * 

At  the  end  of  May  the  "Asia,"  ship  of  war,  came  into  port. 
She  had  been  expected  early  in  April,  and  had  she  been 
present  a  few  weeks  earlier,  when  the  news  of  the  affair  of 
the  19th  of  April  was  received,  it  is  possible  she  would  have 
exercised  a  restraining  influence.  Had  a  force  of  any  strength 
been  available  in  New  York,  to  sustain  the  friends  of  govern- 
incnt,  the  defiance  of  all  authority  might  have  been  [)rcvented. 
On  the  arrival  of  the  "Asia,"  the  unijrotccted  condition  of  the 
troops  suggested  their  transfer  to  the  ship,  but  a  difficulty  arose, 
owing  to  the  number  of  women  and  children,  and  in  the  delay 
several  of  the  men  deserted.  It  was  resolved  to  transfer  the 
women  and  children  to  Governor's  island.  .\s  the  troops 
marclietl  to  embark,  thej^  were  harangued  by  the  mob,  and 
called  upcjn  to  desert.  Two  or  three  did  leave  the  ranks  with 
arms  in  their  hands,  and  were  protected  by  the  people,  and 
could  not  be  arrested.  The  baggage  following  the  company 
was  seized  and  opened,  and  the  spare  arms  and  aminunition 
taken  out. 

The  New  York  association  sent  an  address  to  Golden, 
specifying  their  grievances.      It  is  written  in   the  language  of 


•  N.Y.  Doc,  VIII.,  p.  5S0. 
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that  day ;  one  pai'a;^raph  declares,  *  "  That  the\'  rc;:jard  the 
hostile  blockade  of  the  Port  of  Boston,  the  attack  upon  the 
\cnerablc  Charter  Rights  of  Massachusetts,  the  extension  of 
the  liounds  of  Quebec,  the  establishment  of  Popery,  and  an 
arbitrary  form  of  Government  in  that  Province,  and  the 
exclusive  Privilcdj^es  virtually  <4iven  to  it  in  the  Indian  Trade  ; 
as  so  many  Steps  of  ;i.n  il!-jud<fing  administration  that  most 
eminently  endanger  the  liberty  and  prosperity  of  the  whole 
Empire." 

The  appointment  of  a  military  governor  of  Massachusetts 
was  followed  up  by  the  despatcli  of  several  regiments  to 
America.  Three  generals  in  command  accompanied  them  ; 
they  were  all  members  of  parliament.  It  is  easy  to  conceive 
why  a  general  of  character  and  intelligence,  a  man  of  family 
and  property,  should  be  selected  to  represent  his  county  in 
parliament.  It  docs  not  so  readily  suggest  itself,  why 
members  of  parliament  should  be  considered  the  most  eligible 
for  service  in  the  field,  or  afloat.  It  was  a  part  of  the  dreary 
.system  of  that  day.  The  three  generals  selected  had  all  seats 
in  the  house,  so  had  Corn  walk's  and  (irant,  the  latter,  a  for- 
gotten name  of  which,  at  the  jjnjpcr  time,  I  shall  have  more 
to  sa\'. 

Chatham's  retirement  did  not  immediately  lead  to  the 
resignation  of  the  duke  of  Grafton.  Lord  North,  however, 
continued  to  be  head  of  the  government,  possessing  the  full 
favour  and  confidence  of  the  king.  In  August,  1775,  (irafton 
wrote  to  North,  urging  conciliation  with  America.  The  letter 
remained  unanswered  for  .seven  weeks,  until  the  20th  of 
October,  1775  ;  when  North  replied,  by  enclosing  him  a  cop}- 
of  the  royal  speech.  Its  purport  was  the  recommendation  to 
use  every  force  to  reduce  the  colonies.  North  himself  adding 
that  he  feared  "that  declaring  a  cessation  of  arms  at  this  time 
would  establish  that  independence,  which  the  leaders  of  the 
faction  in  America  have  always  advocated."  Grafton  imme- 
diately resigned  ;  in  his  audience  with  the  king  he  declared 
that  the  ministers  were  deluding  him  and  themselves.     It  was 
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on  this  occasion  that  the  king  told  Grafton  that  the  forces 
would  be  joined  \/  a  large  body  of  German  troops. 

The  retirement  of  the  duke  of  Grafton  was  followed  by 
other  changes  in  the  ministry:  lord  Dartmouth  was  replaced 
by  lord  George  Germainc,  and  lord  Rochford  by  lord  Wey- 
mouth. Gcrmaine  was  sixty  years  old  when  he  assumed 
office;  he  came  into  power  by  the  express  favour  of  the  king. 
No  firmer  supporter  of  the  roj'al  opinions,  whatever  they 
might  be,  was  to  be  found  among  the  most  servile  of  the  king's 
friends.  In  the  cabinet  he  was  the  advocate  of  extreme 
measures  against  the  provinces,  as  if  to  retrieve  the  want  of 
courage  he  had  shewn  in  the  field.  His  treatment  of  every 
American  question  was  marked  by  the  most  uncompromising 
insolence  ;  insolence  he  carried  into  every  branch  of  clutj'  he 
controlled.  Mis  haughty  interference  in  the  events  of  the  war, 
which  exercised  control  over  operations  three  thousand  miles 
away,  invariably  led  to  disaster  ;  and  in  his  place  in  the  house 
of  commons,  his  offensive  manner  was  but  a  poor  protection 
against  the  justice  of  the  reproaches  with  which  he  was 
assailed.  He  may  be  held  to  a  great  extent  responsible  for 
the  failure  of  Burgoync's  campaign  in  1777,  as  I  will  clearly 
establish  in  the  narrative  of  the  event,  by  the  control  he  exer- 
cised on  the  acceptance  of  Burgoync's  plan;  the  diversion  of 
the  force  of  St.  Leger  to  the  Mowhawk  ;  his  cumbersome 
orders  as  to  its  conduct  ;  the  gross  injustice  to  Carleton  in 
displacing  him  from  the  command  ;  above  all,  by  his  failure 
to  give  the  necessary  orders  to  Howe  or  to  Clinton,  to 
advance  frrm  New  York,  so  that  Burgoyne  received  neither 
aid  nor  co-operation  :  that  unfortunate  general  indeed  had 
liis  own  bad  generalship  to  answer  for.  All  this,  joined  to 
the  pertinacity  with  which  Germaine,  for  a  long  period,  by 
his  personal  influence,  impeded  parliamentary  enquiry  into 
the  campaign,  furnishes  a  volume  of  condemnation  on  his 
memory,  which  it  is  impossible  to  nullify,  and  for  which 
scarcely  a  parallel  in  history  can  be  found.  * 

•  One  of  the  most  cutting  thinjjs  ever  said  to  Germaine  was  by  Hitrgoyne  in 
1781,  a  few  months  previous  to  his  resignation  :   "These  observations  might  be 


'fi- 


t    » 


1775] 


VISCOUNT  SACKVII.I.K. 


353 


called  military  remarks,"  said  Burgoyne,  "  I)Ut  let  the  house  remember  that  they 
art  addressed  to  a  military  secretary  of  state.  The  country  has  not  forgotten  lie 
TiW.-!  a  soldier,  the  country  feels  thai  he  is  a  councillor." 

('■ermaine  resigned  office  in  February,  17S2,  when  he  was  raised  to  the  peerage 
as  vi.scount  Sackville.  There  is  an  .iccount  of  the  interview  between  George  III. 
and  Germaine  on  this  occasion,  which  establishes  the  astonishing  insolence  of  the 
man's  character.     Wraxall  writes  :   "  The  particulars  attending  the  elevation     . 

I  received  on  the  same  day  when  they  took  place  from  Lord  (George's  own 
mouth.  .  .  .  After  regretting  the  unfortunate  events  that  had  dictated  the 
measure  and  thanking  Lord  George  for  his  services,  His  Majesty  added  :  "  Is 
there  anything  that  I  can  do  to  express  my  sense  of  them  which  can  be  agreeable 
to  you?"  "  Sir,"  answered  he,  "  if  your  majesty  is  jileased  to  rai^ie  me  to  the 
dignity  of  the  peerage  it  will  form  at  once  the  best  reward  to  which  1  can  aspire, 
and  the  best  proof  of  your  approbation  of  my  past  exertions  in  your  affairs."  "  liy 
all  means,"  said  the  king,  "  I  think  it  very  proper  and  shall  do  it  with  pleasure." 
'■  Then  sir,"  rejoined  Lord  George,  "  If  you  agree  to  my  first  recjuest,  I  liojie  you 
will  not  think  it  unbecoming  or  unreasonable  in  me  to  ask  another  favour.  It  is 
to  create  me  a  Viscount,  as  should  I  be  only  raised  to  the  dignity  of  a  Baron,  my 
own  secretary,  my  lawyer  and  my  father's  ]wge  will  all  three  take  rank  of  me."  The 
king  expressing  a  wish  to  kiifjw  the  names  of  the  ])ersons  to  whom  he  alluded. 
"The  first,"  replied  Lord  George,  "is  Lord  Walsingham,  who  as  your  majesty 
knows  was  for  some  time  under  secretary  of  state  in  my  office  when  Mr.  de  (Jiey. 
The  second  is  Lonl  I.ougborough,  who  has  been  always  niy  legal  adviser.  Loid 
Amherst  is  the  third,  who,  when  page  to  my  father,  the  late  Duke  of  Dorsetl,  has 
often  sat  on  the  brakes  of  the  state  coach  that  conveyed  him  as  lord-lieutenant  of 
Ireland  to  the  parliament  house  at  Dublin."  The  king  smiled,  adding  :  "  What 
you  say  is  very  reasonable,  it  shall  be  so  ;  and  now  let  me  know  the  title  that  you 
choose." — Vol.  II.,  pp.  493-5. 
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CHAPTER  V. 

Tlic  narrative  of  the  war  of  the  revolution  establishes  the 
fact  that  the  crisis  on  which  the  future  was  to  turn,  whether 
or  not  armed  resistance  would  be  ap|)caled  to  by  the  colonies, 
occurred  in  the  winter  of  1774- 1775.  It  depended  upon  the 
ministerial  policy  followed  in  Loiulon  durin^^  these  months  if 
the  agitation  would  subsitlc,  or  assume  a  wider  and  more 
dangerous  character.  There  was,  undoubtedly,  an  active  party 
in  America  prepared  to  push  matters  to  extremity,  whatever 
sacrifice  might  be  involved  in  the  attempt  ;  but  those  consti- 
tuting it  did  not  possess  the  influence,  if  energetically  opposed, 
to  induce  the  whole  country  to  sustain  them  in  this  hazard- 
ous enterprise.  The  cla.^'s  which  hesitated  to  accept  th.e 
chances  of  having  recourse  to  arms  was  numerous,  and  had 
those  composing  it  been  su[)ported  by  wise  legislation  and  the 
presence  of  a  commanding  force,  they  would  have  stood  aloof 
Had  the  determination  of  stamping  out  every  form  of  rebel- 
lion, been  unmistakably  made  apparent,  the  agitation,  if 
prolonged,  would  have  assumed  a  more  pacific  character,  on 
the  lines  wliich  the  constitution  permitted.  The  first  require- 
ment in.  such  a  case,  was  to  appoint  able  governors  who 
would  support  law  and  order,  possessing  the  military  strength 
to  act  summarily  when  the  emergency  called  for  its  exercise; 
above  all,  men  who  felt  that  they  would  not  be  abandoned  b)- 
the  authorities  when  carrying  out  their  instructions. 

\W  the  mass  of  the  populatirn  the  power  of  Great  BriUiin 
was  still  dreaded,  and  the  feelii.g  was  strong  that  great  iii'  \vy 
must  result  to  the  provinces  if  t,ie\' were  occui)ied  in  a  hostile 
spirit  by  troops  having  the  enterprise  and  courage  which  dis- 
tinguished them  in  thcda)-s  of  Pitt.  There  were  few  only  who 
believed  that,  with  able  generals,  aii\-  resistance  would  be 
successful :   and  it  was  only  insensibl)'  and  b)'  degrees,  that 
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the  great  body  of  the  people  was  let!  to  regard  an  appeal  to 
arms  as  possible.  Opinion  in  the  colonies  had  taken  the  form 
that  it  was  only  necessary  to  persevere  in  the  ex})rcssed 
determination  of  paying  no  parliamentary  tax,  for  the  mother 
countrv  in  a  short  period  to  abandon  the  policy  she  had 
entered  upon,  and  for  the  old  relationship  to  be  re-estab- 
lished. One  of  the  great  arguments  which  had  weight  in 
London,  was  the  constant  pretension  of  devotion,  on  the  part 
of  the  provinces  towards  the  mother  countr\'.  With  many, 
who  afterwards  rose  to  prominence  in  the  revolution,  the 
feeling  was  up  to  a  certain  jieriod  sincere  ;  but  the  sentiment 
passed  away  as  the  weakness  and  irresolution  of  the  British 
ministry  gave  courage  to  the  leading  malcontents.  Thus 
many  were  drawn  forward  tcnvards  the  advocacy  of  an  active 
resistance,  from  which  they  had  previously  recoiled ;  and  as 
often  happens,  the  country  drifted  into  a  contest,  the  bitter- 
ness of  which  was  increased  by  the  perseverance  of  the  men 
who  sought  indcpcntlence.  There  never  was  any  attempt  on 
the  part  of  the  home  ministry  to  counterbalance  this 
organized  violence.  They  allowed  tumult  to  follow  tumult 
with  no  effort  at  repression,  as  if  all  this  strength  of  feeling, 
like  a  fire  ill-supplied  with  fuel,  would  burn  itself  out:  as  if 
they  were  incapable  of  fcjreseeing  the  evil  conseciuences  their 
fatuitj'  was  calling  forth. 

There  is  no  chapter  in  history  which  can  be  more  profitably 
read  by  the  modern  statesman  than  that  which  records  the 
absence  f)f  all  political  foresight,  traceable  in  the  winter  of 
1774-1775.  .Among  all  ranks  in  ICngland,  there  was  a  general 
ignorance  concerning  the  condition,  strength  and  sentiments 
of  the  colonies,  l-'rom  the  commencement  of  the  dispute  in 
1765,  the  discontent  had  been  regarded  more  in  the  view 
that  it  would  .iffect  the  politics  of  the  house  of  commons,  than 
according  to  the  true  circuinstances  which  characterized  it. 
The  ministers  of  every  administration  had  acted  without  any 
fixed  polic}',  beyond  the  desire  of  keeping  the  king  on  their 
side.  Few  men  had  studied  the  American  ciucslion  with 
more   earnestness    than    the    king   himself,     lie   astonished 
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Hutchinson  in  the  now  celebrated  interview  by  his  acquaint- 
ance with  many  trifliiis^  matters,  and  ns  we  read  the  twenty 
pages  in  which  the  conversation  is  recorded  by  Hutchinson, 
we  must  reco<rni/.c  the  ij;a()d  sense  of  many  of  the  monarch's 
remarks.  *  It  will  I  think  be  conceded,  that,  whatever  the 
perversion  of  mintl  with  which  (jcorj^e  II  I.  rc<rarded  these 
events,  he  was  sincerely  patriotic;  and  one  of  the  strongest 
feelings  he  possessed  was  his  desire  to  see  the  termination 
of  the  quarrel  effectetl  to  the  general  advantage  of  the 
empire.  One  of  the  misfortunes  of  that  period,  and  it  is  by 
no  means  a  rare  feature  with  men  in  authority,  was  that 
the  king  believed  in  himself,  and  in  the  honesty  of  his  inten- 
tions, and  what  was  to  have  greater  weight  in  the  dispute,  he 
had  formed  strong  opinions,  to  whicli  he  clung  with  invincible 
obstinacy.  The  proofs  of  his  interference  in  the  policy  of  the 
country  are  too  numerous  for  the  fact  to  be  disputed,  and 
tjiose  who  tliffercd  directly  from  the  king's  views,  as  they  were 
expressed,  had  not  the  courage  to  state  their  own  sentiments 
in  opposition  to  them.  Acceptance  of  the  royal  utterances, 
as  infallible,  was  regarded  as  a  safe  passport,  both  to  the 
acquirement  of  office  and  the  retention  of  its  possession. 

There  was,  however,  no  indifference  concerning  the 
American  (juestion.  During  the  ten  years  the  agitation  had 
lasted,  it  had  exercised  a  continual  disturbance  in  the  house  of 
commons,  and  had  intruded  itself  into  the  political  relationship 
of  many  prominent  men.  An  uneasy  feeling  had  arisen  with 
regard  to  the  cause  of  discontent,  which  few  attempted  to 
consider,  and  none  to  regard  in  a  statesmanlike  spirit.  The 
commercial  classes  feared  the  loss  of  their  customers.  Those 
who  in  the  colonies  advocated  the  non-importation  clause 
correctly  estimated  that  they  were  ai)pcaling  to  a  powerful 
influence  on  party  combinations  to  be  exercised  on  their 
behalf  What  greatly  aided  to  bewilder  all  classes  of  poli- 
ticians was  the  ever-recurring  protestation  that  there  was  no 
desire  for  separation,  even  on  the  part  of  the  most  active  in 
the  movement.    Such  a  declaration  gave  ground  for  hope,  that 

*  Hutchinson's  diary,  Vol.  I.,  pp.  157-174. 
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the  cause  of  dissatisfaction  wliich  prevailed  could  be  removed, 
and  the  old  friendly  relationship  be  re-established.  The 
design  and  intent  of  those  ulu)  hail  obtained  the  mastery  of 
the  situation  in  America,  and  especially  in  Massachusetts,  were 
never  even  surmised.  As  the  demantl  that  the  colonies  siiould 
assist  in  the  expense  of  their  own  defence,  which  wa ;  the 
reason  assif^ned  for  the  introduction  of  the  stamp  act,  was  not 
considered  to  press  unduly  upon  America,  and  that  act  had 
been  re[)ealed  owin<^  to  the  violent  opposition  to  it,  it  was 
hoped  that  if  the  sentiment,  of  which  such  stroiifj  assurances 
were  given,  really  prevailed,  the  legislatures  of  the  pro\inces 
woukl  propose  some  mode  of  adjustment  agreeable  to  them, 
by  which  ])eacc  could  be  preserved. 

One  claim  never  abandoned^in  ICngland  was  the  supremacy 
of  parliament.  The  fact,  as  a  theory  in  the  first  years  of  the 
dispute,  was  not  calletl  in  question  in  America,  and  there  was 
never  an\'  (jpcn  rc[)udiation  of  the  doctrine,  although  the 
opposition  to  the  mother  country  took  inany  forins,  until  it 
assumed  the  demand  for  independence.*  The  objection,  which 
was  afterwards  formulated,  was  against  internal  and  external 
taxation,  standing  armies,  the  desire  to  control  the  Indian 
lands,  the  Quebec  act;  but  it  was  only  at  a  late  date  that  this 
specific  pretension  was  advancetl,  and  when  such  was  the  case, 
it  took  the  distinct  character  of  the  demand  for  a  separate 
nationality.  It  was  the  misfortune  in  imperial  politics  that 
the  true  condition  of  the  dispute  remained  unconsidered,  and 
that  the  unexpressed  demand  was  not  brought  to  its  simple 
elements,  unencuml)ered  b\'  declamation.  The  cjuarrel  would 
have  been  reduced  to  narrow  limits  ;  either  that  the  points  on 

*  Some  lifjht  is  thrown  on  a  dispassionate  consideration  of  the  matter  l)y  the 
(ieciaration  of  the  assembly  of  Massaciuiselts  in  their  ailiiress  to  governor  I'ownall 
ill  1757:  "Tile  aiilliority  of  all  Acts  of  I'.irli^nneiit,  wliich  cdhclmii  the  colonies 
■Tiul  extend  to  them,  is  ever  ackiiowled^^ed  in  all  the  courts  of  law,  and  made  the 
rule  of  all  judicial  proceedint;s  in  the  Province.  'J  here  is  not  a  inciiihcr  of  the 
general  court,  and  we  know  iki  inlial)itaiit  within  the  Ixiunds  of  the  i^overnment, 
that  ever  questioned  that  autlioiity."  .\t  this  date  the  French  were  in  full  power 
at  ()uel)ec  and  possessed  the  fortress  of  Louisbourg,  to  impress  on  every  seaport 
town  of  New  England,  a  sense  of  the  danger  of  the  destructive  attack  to  wliich  it 
was  constantly  exposed. 
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which  dissatisfaction  was   felt  should  be  ccjticcdcd,  or  their 
recognition  enforced  by  irresistible  power. 

There  oiij^ht  to  have  been  no  difficulty  in  the  removal  of 
the  want  (jf  c(jncord,  were  it  ^reat  or  small,  when  the  mother 
country  disclaimed  in  plain  lani^uaj^e  all  desire  to  sacrifice  the 
colonies  to  obtain  revenue,  to  be  expended  for  the  benefit  of 
the  central  power.  The  minister  expressly  declared  that  the 
sole  desire  was  to  retain  the  parliamentary  rit^ht  of  determin- 
ing^ the  t;eneral  policy  for  the  benefit  of  the  whole  British 
dominions.  1  lad  there  been  as  in  modern  times,  a  full  discus- 
sion of  the  (jueslion  in  an  ably  written  press,  conducted  by 
men  of  education  and  independent  thouLjht,  there  would  have 
been  a  truer  conception  of  the  differences  which  prevailed. 
Political  writintif  in  this  respect»was  in  its  infancy  in  England. 
Caricature  was  then  more  a  political  weapon  than  the  tnodcrn 
leadin<,r  article.  Until  the  days  of  Junius  such  political 
disquisition  was  of  rare  occurrence  ;  and  reports  of  the  ])ro- 
ceedings  in  the  house  of  commons  were  contrary  to  law. 
George  III.  spoke  of  those  who  gjiv  an  account  of  what  took 
place  in  the  two  houses  as  "  miscreant'^."*  The  law  of  libel  was 
a  law  of  terror,  and  prosecutions  followed  any  strong  declama- 
tion against  a  government  policy.  And  as  in  the  attack  of 
Wilkes,  when  challenged  by  Martin,  whose  conduct  on  this 
occasion  called  forth  the  bitter  animadversion  of  Churchill 
in  the  Duellist,  there  were  alwa\'s  men  ready  to  make  a 
personal  quarrel  out  of  a  political  dispute,  hy  which  they  could 
gain  notoriety  and  favour,  and  possibly,  remove  a  powerful 
opponent. 

In  the  British  provinces  the  press,  with  a  few  exceptions, 
was    on    the    side    of  those    who    were    advocating   extreme 

*  February  21,  1 771. 

"  I  liave  very  niucli  considered  tlie  aflair  of  the  printers,  and  in  the  strongest 
manner  recommend  tiiat  every  caution  may  l)e  used  to  prevent  its  becoming  a 
serious  business.  It  is  liigidy  necessary  that  this  strange  and  lawless  niithod  of 
publisliing  debates  in  the  i)apers  sliould  be  ]Hit  a  sl'in  to.  I5iit  is  not  the  house  of 
lords  the  best  court  to  bring  such  miscreants  helore,  as  it  can  line  as  well  as 
imprison,  and  has  broader  shouiders  to  support  the  odium  of  50  salutary  a 
measure?" — George  III.  to  lord  North. 
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measures,  lucrv  luiinbcr  of  such  journals  published  in  the 
heat  of  the  contest  was  an  a])pcal  to  additional  violence,  and, 
as  time  went  on  the  pretensions  atlvanccd  with  it.  There  was 
no  antidote  to  this  violence.  .\t;italion  could  run  its  course 
uniinpeiled  by  op|)osition.  In  an)'  coininunit}-  a  few  active 
indiviiiuals  well  op^^aiuzed  can  make  a  j^reat  noise,  and  convey 
a  false  opinion  f)f  their  strength  and  power.  It  is  understood 
in  moilern  i)olitics,  that  tliese  attempts  have  to  be  met  in  the 
early  staj^e  of  their  efforts.  As  opinion  with  time  j^ains 
strength,  so  the  agitation  which  could  have  been  subilued  at 
its  conunencement  with  no  great  exertion,  finall)'  accpiired 
an  increase  of  force  almost  to  be  irresistible. 

Th','  difficultv  with  the  I^ritish  ministry  la\-  in  their 
iiicapacil)-  to  determine  the  policy  they  could  resolutely 
carry  out.  They  saw  events  drifting  onward  in  a  direction 
which  they  could  not  follow,  to  an  end  which  they  could  not 
foretell,  and  as  they  made  no  attempt  to  guide  the  former,  so 
in  no  way  tlicy  strove  to  shape  the  latter.  It  cannot,  however, 
be  pretended  that  the  ministry  remained  uiiimpressetl  with 
the  dangers  of  the  situation  and  the  obligations  it  entailed. 
Lord  North  told  Hutchinson  in  November,  1774,  that  there 
was  a  determination  to  take  effectual  measures  ;  he  even 
confidcntiall)-  communicated  to  iiim  that  parliament  had  been 
dissolved,  and  that  a  new  house  of  commons  had  been  obtained, 
so  that  the  ministry  could  "at  the  beginning  of  a  parliament 
take  such  measures  as  we  could  depend  upon  a  parliament  to 
prosecute  to  effect."* 

Parliament  met  on  the  last  day  of  No\embcr.  Ikit  with  all 
the  sense  of  the  necessit)'  cjf  urgent  measures  being  adopted 
nothing  was  done.  There  was  an  unbroken  silence  upon 
American  affairs,  which  was  a  general  surprise,  antl  to  none 
more  bewildering  than  to  the  colonial  loj-alists,  who  had  taken 
refuge  in  London.  Letters  had  been  received  from  Gage  ; 
there  was  nothing  material  in  them.  There  was  no  appeal  to 
the  ministers  to  meet  the  threatening  crisis.  General  opinion 
traced  the  procrdstination  to  lord   North  Iiaving  no  definite 

•  Hutchinson  Diary,  I.,  p.  298. 


^^IP' 


r 


nib  I!  I 


r  ■ 


360 


THK    IIISTUKV  OK    CANADA. 


['774 


view  of  what  he  should  do,  and  to  his  fear  of  taking,'  a  false  step, 
Memljers  in  the  iioiise  of  conunoiis,  e\cn  011  tiic  inim'sterial 
siiie,  became  (.lissatisfied,  and  the  jjropricty  was  discussed  of 
l)rcvciitin^f  any  adjournment  for  the  christmas  hoh'days.  The 
adjournment,  however,  tool<  place,  and  the  ministers  went 
gaily  to  their  country  houses,  (^n  all  sides  there  was  tran- 
quility, as  if  America  was  not  scethini;  in  an  aijitation  which 
its  fomentcrs  never  permitted  to  cease.  It  was,  however, 
publicly  said  that  lord  North  had  a  plan  prepared,  but  had 
decinetl  it  wise  to  i>ostpone  its  introduction  until  after  the 
holitla)'s. 

There  was  no  public  opinion  with  refj;ard  to  the  future. 
The  view  which  [generally  prevailed  was,  that  the  stren;j[th  of 
the  mother  ccnuitry  was  irresistible,  ami  that  .America  should 
be  clearly  made  to  uiulerstaiul  that  parliament  would  main- 
tain its  authorit}'  to  the  full  extent  that  circumstances  would 
demand.  It  was  hoped  that  from  a  sense  of  the  power 
with  which  the  declaration  could  be  enforced,  the  colonies 
would  become  more  submissive.  The  stront^fest  desire  was 
felt  for  the  hajjpiness  and  pr(jspcrit}'  of  the  provinces,  and 
there  was  a  readiness  to  tyrant  all  that  could  properly  be  con- 
ceded, if  the  theoretical  supremacy  (jf  parliament  were  recog- 
nized. Many  asked  if  such  an  admission  (if  supremacy  could 
be  obtained,  with  the  understanding  that  no  ta.xcs  should  be 
enforced.  The  royalists  in  London  saw  that  there  was  no 
hope  for  such  accommodation.  If  excuse  can  be  found  for 
thi.s  view,  it  must  be  sought  for  in  the  conduct  of  those  advo- 
cating the  cause  of  congress  b(;th  in  .\merica  and  London. 
There  were  unceiising  complaints  of  grievances,  a  reiteration 
of  assumed  injuries,  a  parade  of  the  vicjlations  of  their 
ancient  constitution,  with  the  demand  of  reparation  due  for 
wrong  ;  but  there  was  never  a  specific  proposition  of  the 
policy  that  would  satisfy  America.  .At  this  date  no  such 
proposition  could  have  been  made,  for  in  the  provinces  them- 
selves the  agitation  had  passed  out  of  the  realm  of  consti- 
tutional discussion.  The  ill-conceived  Boston  act  had  ranged 
the    whole    countrv    on    the    side    of  Massacluisett.s.       That 
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such  a  coercive  measure  should  have  passctl,  and  no  steps 
have  been  taken  by  a  pnucrful  force  to  affirm  tlir()nj,'hout 
the  colonics  the  claim  of  supremacy  put  forth  bj'  parlia- 
ment, is  one  of  the  ^'hiring  proofs  of  the  fatuity  of  lord 
North's  administration. 

At  an  early  stage  of  the  dispute,  a  policy  to  remove  the  evils 
declared  to  have  been  causetl  by  the  home  government  was 
not  only  possible  on  the  part  of  the  jirovinces,  but  it  could 
have  been  clearl)'  set  forth,  had  the  desire  of  maintaining  the 
relationship  been  sincere.  Such  demand,  however,  was  never 
made,  ami  those  most  zealous  in  fomenting  the  disturbance 
were  careful  that  none  should  be  formulated.  That  which 
they  had  at  heart,  the  independence  of  the  colonies,  could  not 
be  advanced  as  a  constitutional  rci^edy;  it  was  safer  for  them 
to  persevere  in  continuous  agitation,  negatively  assailing  the 
attempts  of  the  parent  state  to  re-establish  the  old  feeling 
which  had  ])revailed  before  h'rance  was  driven  from  the 
continent.  Conse(iuently,  there  was  never  an  affirmative 
declaration  of  the  constitutional  reforms  they  desired.  Kven 
at  a  late  period,  ministers  would  have  welcomed  any  propo- 
sition on  almost  any  principle,  proviiled  oidy  that  it  promised 
a  satisfactory  settlement,  which  would  have  ciuieted  the 
discontent  and  been  acceptable  to  the  king.  Their  opinions 
were  drifting  in  all  directions,  hopelessly  seeking  for  some 
definite  polic\  they  could  advocate  and  act  upon. 

At  this  time  Quince)',  then  prominent  in  Massachusetts' 
politics,  arrived  in  1  ondon.  He  subsecpicntly  represented  in 
his  account  of  his  interview  with  lord  North,  that  he  had 
been  sent  for  b\'  the  minister.  Ihe  truth  is,  he  came  some- 
what unexpectedly  into  lord  North's  presence.  One  Mr. 
Williams  had  written  to  the  latter,  stating  that  such  a  person 
was  from  l^oston,  and  asked  if  it  would  be  agreeable  if  the 
writer  woukl  bring  Oiiinccy  to  wait  upon  him.  The  next 
morning,  Williams  called  ;  North  conceived  that  it  was  to 
obtain  a  reply  to  his  letter,  and  when  Williams  was  admitted, 
he  brought  Ouincey  into  the  room  with  him.  Ouincey  had 
here  a  full  opportunity  to  lay  the  .American  view  before  lord 
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Nort'i.  He  professed  tlie  old  story  that  there  was  a  t^eiicral 
desire  for  reconciliation;  but  the  people  of  INlassachusetts  felt 
certain  that  they  had  been  wrongly  represented,  eviilentl)' 
refcrrint;"  to  Hutchinson  as  the  delator;  and  Ouincey  con- 
ceived that  three  or  four  persons  on  the  i)art  of  the  kini^doni, 
and  as  many  on  the  i)ait  of  the  colon)',  nn'i^ht  easil)- settle  the 
matter.  Lonl  North  replied,  that  he  had  been  moveil  by  no 
information  or  misrepresentation  ;  he  had  juds^eil  by  tlu! 
acts  and  doint^s  of  the  colonists  themselves,  of  which  he 
had  received  authentic  narrati\es,  denyint;  the  authorit)-  of 
parliament  over  the  colonies;  he  presumed  that  this  was 
evidence  which  could  not  be  gainsaid.  That  authority  could 
never  be  abandoned.  If  he  himself  shouUl  j-ield  the  point, 
he  would  exjK'ct  his  head  to  be  brought  to  the  block. 
Quince)-  made  no  reply  on  this  point  ;  he  alluded  to  the  pro- 


ceed i 


)f 


inus  ot    congress. 


and   e.xpresseil   the  o])inion   that   they 


e  had 


would  ternn"nate  in  a  non-importation  agreement, 
no  proposition  to  make,  no  sui;i;estion  to  offer,  and  the  infer- 
ence is  that  he  waited  upon  lord  North  to  learn,  if  he  possibly 
could,  the  designs  of  the  British  ministry  for  the  conn'n<4 
year.  The  presence  of  Ouincey  in  Loiulon  has  this  impor- 
tance, that  if  there  had  been  aii\'  true  desire  for  reconciliation, 
as  he  slronLjl)-  ileclaretl,  he  had  the  op[)ortunit\-  in  an 
informal  wa\'  of  submittini;'  the  remedx'  in  j^'^neral  terms.  If 
any  hope  for  the  re-establishment  of  tlu^  old  relations  had 
rcall)'  been  felt,  some  principle,  which  matlc  the  adjustment 
of  the  (juarrel  possible,  could  ha\e  been  tliscussed,  so  that 
its    future  acceptance  mii'lu  have  been  assurcil.     (^uincev's 


nominal   cause   for   beii 


m 


-lU 


and    was    his    health 


the 


desire    to    eain    information,  anil    obtain    news    of   what   was 


hap] 

v. 


lenini;,  ma\-  be  ascribed  as  the  true  motive, 
uliament  re-assembled   in    lanuarw  but   no 


bu 


smess  was 


undertaken  durim 


that 


month,  althou.L'h  there  was  much  to 


call    for    active    measures.      Chatham    had    appeared    in    the 


hou 


se   ol 


loros,   and 


asked 


tlu 


rec:al 


)f    the   troops    from 


Boston.      He  condemned  what  he  c.dled  the  fatal  acts  of  last 
session,  while  he  [i.ophesied   the  hour  of  daUj^er  woukl  come 
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with  all  its  horrors.  He  clcclarccl  that  "no  nation  or  body  of 
men  can  stand  in  preference  to  the  s^eneral  congress  at 
Philadelphia."  It  is  this  praise  whicli  has  obtaincxl  for  this 
coni^ress  its  extraortlinar)-  reputation  ;  he  found,  however, 
but  eii;hteen  supporters. 

A  feeling  had  !>eL;un  to  prexail  in  I'"n^land  tiial  tiie  end  in 
view  of  the  Aniericai'  provinces  was  separation  from  the 
ni(^,ther  coinitry.  Chatham  had  spoken  to  I'ranklin  on  the 
subject.  h'ranUJin's  YC[)\y  was  that  he  iiad  travelled  from  one 
end  of  the  continent  to  the  other,  and   had   never  heard  any 


person,  ilrunU  or  sober,  e.xpiess  ilu 


least 


desire   for  the  sepa- 


ration ;  \et  at  this  veij-  time,  h'ranklin  was  assuring;  (Juincey 


whom   he   met    in    London,   of  his   earnest    desire    t 


or 


total 


emancipation. 


Chatham    \\ 


mlo   the    tra[) 


Delu.'vuu 


ranklm  s  assurances. 


As  i.e  saw  no  possiI)ilit\-  of  the  disruption  v)f  the  empire,  he 
continued  with  his  accustomed  vi_L;()ur  to  assail  tin-  poUcy 
followed  b\' the  minisliA'in  the  .Xnu'rican  troubles,      lie  actetl 


as   if  his  attack 


,ere  aL^ainst    the   political  existence 


tl 


\c 


"overmnen 


t.      Im 


perilled  as  then-  position  was 


bv  tl 


u'lr  want 


of  statemanship  and  al)sencc  of  all  purpose,  Chatham  had 
no  remed}'  to  olTvv  but  that  the  troops  shouKI  be  withdrawn 
from  lioston,  and  every  rcsli-.iint  remoxed  from  the  prevailiiiij^ 


a^iitation. 


II 


e   never   looked    upon    the   colonial    !oy.dist> 


as 


descr\int;  of  the  slightest  altenlion.  It  is  impossible  lor  him 
not  to  lia\e  heard  of  the  persecution  to  which  tlu'x  were 
subjecteil   for  the  asii-rtiou  of  their  opini 


ons. 


do  no 


I  think 


that 


u   I 


I   passai;e   111    ms  specchrs   can    De  ( 


luoic'd   ni   w  iucli 


shewed   sympathy  with   tin-   lari;e  mimbt'r,  howc\er  scattered 
and   without   oriMiii/.ation,   whose  crime,  with    those  amon"st 


wiiom 


the' 


hxed,  was  dc 


In  the  house  of  coiunii 


\otion 
th 


th("  mother 


•uiiti  \- 


)ii>- 


e  petition   from  congress  was 


introduced.  It  hati  been  confided  to  Uollan,  l'"ranklin,  and 
Arthur  Lee.  w  ho  submittetl  the  rei|uest  that  they  should  be 
heard  b\' counsel  at  the  b.u'  of  the  house;  but  the  retiuestuas 
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refused,  on  the  t^round  that  congress  was  a  body  not  recog- 
nized by  law. 

In  February,  lord  North  brought  in  his  promised  bills,  as 
if  the  spirit  of  revolt  in  .America  could  be  averted  by  a  vote 
of  the  house.  The  first  bill  was,  to  prevent  the  commerce  of 
the  colonics  being  directed  to  any  other  country  than  Great 
Britain  and  the  West  Indies,  and  to  deny  them  the  right  of 
fishing  on  the  banks  of  Newfoundland.  Three  days  after- 
wards, with  his  majority,  he  carried  an  address  to  the  throne, 
declaring  that  Ma.ssachusctts  was  in  a  state  of  rebellion, 
sustained  in  the  other  colonies  by  combinations  contrary  to 
law,  and  that  the  support  of  parliament  would  be  pledged  to 
subdue  it. 

Although  the  aggressiveness  of  these  acts  evinced  a  spirit 
of  extreme  hostility,  no  stc[)s  were  taken  for  their  enforce- 
ment, or  that  they  should  in  an\'  way  obtain  political  vitality. 
Lord  North  could  not  bring  himself  to  act;  he  heard  various 
0])inions  in  different  directions,  and  they  created  a  chaos  in 
his  mind,  llis  nature  was  prone  to  indecision;  and  he  was 
averse  constitutionally  to  all  business  which  exacted  labour 
and  thought,  lie  could,  however,  when  he  braced  himself 
up  for  effcMl,  form  a  just  and  fair  view  of  any  situation,  what- 
soever its  complications.  His  abilities  were  admitted.  He 
had.  unfortunately  for  himself  and  the  nation,  formed  opinions 
irreconcilable  with  his  relations  with  tlie  king.  He  was 
paralysed  in  the  discharge  of  his  tlut\',  by  his  convictions  not 
being  in  accord  with  the  line  of  policy  his  political  position 
entailed  ui)on  him.  IJuring  this  trouble,  lord  North  went 
much  into  societx^  Lord  Hillsborough  met  him  in  I'Y-bruary, 
in  the  height  of  the  dissatisfied  feeling  of  the  house  of  com- 
mons. .All  he  could  talk  of  was,  the  Pantheon  and  .Almacks; 
not  one  woril  could  be  obtaincil  from  him  on  the  subject  of 
the  trouble  in  .America.  l'".xcept  iortl  Dartmouth,  who  was  a 
man  of  strong  religious  convictions,  antl  of  a  serious  character, 
the  ministers  all  went  constantly  into  the  grand  iiioiidc,  sat 
up  late  and  rose  late.  Accordinglv,  in  this  bustle  of  amuse- 
ment   no    progress  was   made    in  the  ft>rmation  of  a  policy 
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to  extricate  the  country  from  the  formidable  dissensions, 
which  were  to  end  in  the  dismemberment  of  the  empire. 

Wonder  must  arise  that  the  niinistr\',  having  carried  their 
extreme  measures,  should  have  stopped  short  at  the  establish- 
ment of  their  parliamentary  majority,  and  that  no  plan  of 
operations  was  determined,  to  attain  the  res*  s  which  these 
measures  threatened.  It  was  not  possible  for  North  to 
suppose  that  paper  enactments  would  be  a  source  of  terror  to 
the  provinces,  which  were  bci^iiming  to  feel  a  sense  of  their 
power  and  strensjjth,and  wiiere  the  population  was  each  month 
advancing  with  great  strides  towards  an  organized  resistance 
to  sustain  the  position  they  had  assumed.  What  could  have 
been  expected  from  the  motion  carrictl  by  the  government : 
that  when  provision  had  been  made  for  a  payment  by  the 
colonies  of  their  proportion  of  the  national  expenditure  affect- 
ing the  provinces,  all  ta.xcs  except  those  levied  for  the  regula- 
tion of  commerce  should  cease,  and  the  amount  obtained  by 
the.se  means  should  be  applied  to  the  credit  of  the  proportion 
of  revenue  payable  by  the  colonies?  The  writers,  who  in 
describing  these  events  make  the  charge  of  tyranny  against 
the  mother  country,  may  dwell  on  the  imposition  of  ta.xes,  as 
if  the  amount  obtained  was  to  be  applied  to  im[)crial 
purposes.  No  contein[)orary  writer  of  authority  makes  this 
accusation  ;  the  objection  against  anj-  taxation  was  that  it  had 
been  imposed  independently  of  the  colcni;i.!  legislatures.  As 
to  the  tax  applied  to  tea,  by  which  there  was  a  positive  saving 
to  the  consumer,  even  this  act  was  represcntcil  as  a  national 
wrong  ;  it  was  its  imposition  in  any  form  which  formed  the 
grievance  ;  in  other  words,  it  was  a  representative  act  of  the 
supremacy  of  parliament. 

As  was  the  case  with  Chatham,  the  loyalists  never  appear 
to  have  been  regarded  by  public  opinion  in  I'lngland  as  deserv- 
ing of  consideration.  Conseciuently  they  were  left  unprotected 
throughout  the  whole  e.vtent  of  the  country,  except  within  the 
limits  of  Boston.  Peter  Oliver  wrote  with  some  bitterness  in 
November,  1775  :  "  We  are  shamefully  neglected,  I  mean  the 
friends   of  government.     If  only    10,000  troops  could  have 
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arrived  this  fall,  the  matter  would  have  been  settled."  Lord 
North  acted  as  if  the  threat  of  the  application  of  force  was  all 
powerful  in  itself,  and  as  if  the  fact  of  scndin.Lj  three  major- 
generals  to  lk)ston  with  soine  additional  force  would  have 
conve)'ed  such  terror  to  the  heart  of  the  American  continent, 
as  to  jjaralyse  every  thought  of  resistance,  and  their  arrival 
would  have  terminated  the  contest.  The  actual  result  was 
that  when  they  landetl  this  additional  force,  it  simply  increased 
the  number  of  the  troops  shut  up  in  l^oston. 

There  is  one  view  which  I  will  venture  to  say  has  not  received 
the  consideration  which  it  claims,  that  is,  the  provincial  leaders 
had  ceased  to  have  respect,  love  or  any  fear  for  Great  Britain. 
It  was  no  longer  the  I'Jigland  when  Pitt  was  at  the  head  of 
affairs  ;  when  able  soldiers  were  placed  in  the  command  of 
armies,  and  when  operations  in  the  field  were  conducted  with 
skill,  vigour,  and  determination.  All  this  had  passed  away. 
From  the  accession  of  George  III.,  for  thirteen  years,  there  had 
been  changes  of  ministries,  and,  during  the  series  of  political 
struggles,  there  had  been  unceasing  attempts  to  establish  the 
personal  government  of  the  monarch.  Then  had  been  seen 
the  persecution  of  the  subject,  the  violation  of  the  rights  of 
parliament,  the  absence  of  wisdom  in  the  national  legislation, 
and  in  place  of  it  a  weak,  faltering,  uncertain  policy,  attribut- 
able to  the  utter  incompetence  of  the  executive.  This  want 
of  vigour  of  administration  had  not  only  courted  opposition, 
but  had  given  birth  to  a  feeling  of  contempt,  the  invariable 
heritage  of  weakness.  The  pride  which  had  been  felt  in  the 
national  relationship  had  passed  away.  Provincial  politicians 
became  more  inclined  to  listen  to  the  promises  made  to  them, 
that  by  a  change  of  national  condition  tho}'  would  gain  distinc- 
tion and  honour  ;  when  the  whole  commercial  world  would 
possess  the  right  of  trading  unfettered  throughout  the 
world,  and  additional  avenues  to  the  possession  of  wealth 
would  be  thrown  open  to  the  entire  population. 

llutchinsf)!!  relates  an  extraortlinary  conversation  between 
Galloway,  a  Pennsx'lvania  loyalist,  and  Franklin  and  his  son. 
After  the  arrival  of  h'ranklin  in  England  in  1774,  Galloway, 
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on  scciiuj  him,  expressed  a  liopc  that  he  liad  come  over  to 
promote  H  reconcih'atioii.  ]*'rankh'n  said  Httlc,  but  appeared 
struck  with  the  remark.  Vov  some  weeks  he  remained  in 
retirement.  His  absence  from  political  life  attracted  the 
attention  of  .Samuel  .A'iams,  and  awoke  his  suspicions  of 
i'^-anklin's  acceptance  of  the  end  he  had  in  view.  He  accord- 
ingly commenced  an  attack  upon  iM-anklin,  mentioning  him 
as  one  who  designed  to  betray  the  cause  of  congress.  The 
younger  I'ranklin,  the  governor  of  New  Jersey,  a  loyalist, 
subsecpiently  told  Galloway,  that  his  father  had  avoided  all 
conversation  on  the  subject  with  him,  and  that  having  some 
suspicions  of  his  father's  intentions,  he  had  told  him  if  he 
designed  to  set  the  colonies  in  a  flame  he  hoped  he  would  run 
away  by  the  light  of  it.  I  take  the  remaining  account  from 
Hutchinson's  narrative.*  "Soon  after  Galloway  and  the  two 
]*'ranklins  met  together,  and  the  glass  having  gone  about 
freely,  the  doctor,  at  a  late  hour,  opened  himself  and  declared 
in  favour  of  measures  for  attaining  to  independence;  exclaimed 
against  the  corrui)tion  and  tlissi[)ation  of  the  Kingdom,  and 
signified  his  opinion  that  from  the  strength  of  Opposition,  the 
want  of  ui  ion  in  the  ministry,  the  great  resources  in  the  colo- 
nies, they  would  finally  prevail.  He  urged  Galloway  to  come 
into  the  congr?: ;  again,  and  from  that  time,  united  in  the 
closest  connection  with  Adams,  broke  off  from  Galloway." 

If  this  sentiment  was  felt  bj-  Franklin,  who  looked  upon 
everything  as  it  was  affected  by  his  cold,  sceptical  intellect, 
how  many  were  there  of  those,  whose  warmer  and  more  genial 
natures  were  depressed  by  the  loss  of  their  past  illusions. 
There  are  public  men  who  affect  to  think  that  the  whole 
colonial  connection  is  one  entirely  of  interest.  Undoubtedly 
if  this  interest  be  seriously  affecteil  and  injured  by  the  relation- 
shi^),  those  suffering  from  misgoveniment  will  begin  to  ponder, 
if  necessity  exist  for  change.  There  is,  however,  in  modern 
life  so  much  publicity  given  to  every  event,  that  no  great 
injury  is  ever  allowed  to  remain  unredressed  ;  and  public 
morality  has  long  enforcetl  the  dogma,  that  justice  furnishes 

*  lluichinson's  Diary,  II.,  p.  237. 
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the  truest  policy  in  the  relations  between  the  imperial  centre 
and  the  outer  provinces.  Especially,  be  it  said,  where  the 
inhabitants  are  all  of  the  same  race  or  cognate  races,  and  no 
extreme  distinction  of  religion  and  customs  calls  for  special 
adjustinent. 

It  has  been  asserted  that  any  sentiment  as  to  our  own 
relationship  with  the  mother  country  is  a  mythical  feeling, 
which  disappears  before  the  consideration  of  a  few  cents  more 
being  obtained  for  a  bushel  of  wheat,  and  the  profitable 
extension  of  our  markets ;  as  if  this  were  the  whole  question, 
important,  as  it  undoubtedly  is."  The  relations  of  any  outer 
province  to  the  empire  from  which  the  forefathers  of  its 
founders  have  sprung,  are  .sufficiently  complex,  and  cannot  be 
disposed  of  by  a  well-turned  formula.  ]5ut  wc  greatly  err 
when  we  fail  to  recognize  that  there  is  a  vein  of  sentiment 
in  every  national  connection,  independent  of  the  advantages 
derived  from  it;  and  so  long  as  the  relationship  is  based  on  a 
genuine  conviction  that  it  brings  with  it  both  honour  and 
profit,  it  remains  indestructible. 

In  Canada  we  feel  that  we  possess  a  reflex  of  the  greatness 
and  glory  of  Great  Britain  ;  that  we,  with  her,  are  in  the  van 
of  civilization,  that  we  particii)ate  in  the  possession  of  a 
literature,  unsurpassed  in  pathos,  dignity,  excellence,  and 
power  by  that  of  any  other  land.  The  history,  the  chronicles, 
the  traditions  of  nearly  two  thou.sand  years,  are  ours.  Our 
mother  country  has  been  the  friend  of  the  weak,  and,  when 
circumstances  have  enforced  the  unfortunate  duty,  the  fearless 
uncompromising  enemy  of  the  strong.  It  would  be  difficult 
to  enumerate  all  that  we  owe  to  her  victories  in  the  arts  of 
peace,  or  the  every-day  comforts  traceable  to  the  ;sciences 
she  has  patiently  perfected.  There  is  not  an  hour  in  our  lives, 
that  we  may  not  feel  the  ease  and  enjoyment  which  her 
inventions  have  brought  to  the  advancement  of  our  material 
well-being,  making  the  struggle  to  live  less  burdensome. 

It  is  from  her  that  have  sprung  the  representative  institu- 
tions which  have  given  liberty  to  the  world  ;  to  her  we  owe 
the   efforts  of  the  last  half-century  to  elevate  mankind,  by 
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inculcating'  self-respect,  inclustr}-,  lioncsty,  and  thrift.  It  was 
Great  Britain  that  first  lessened  the  severe  punishments 
apportioned  to  the  minor  crimes.  I"'rom  hc;r  have  arisen  those 
political  studies  whicii  have  swept  away  class  le^^islation,  and 
opened  the  prizes  of  public  life  to  merit;  which  have  removed 
the  commercial  restrictions  tiiat  sf)  lont^  i)aralysed  iiuUistry, 
and  which  enforced  the  principle  that  it  was  the  first  duty 
of  a  nation  to  obtain  cheap  food  for  its  toilers.  It  is  (Ireat 
Britain  tliat  has  striven  to  remcjve  b\'  universal  education  the 
dani^er  to  the  state  arising-  from  an  ignorant,  dissatisfied, 
impoverished,  reckless  population,  without  a  sense  of  obliijjation 
to  the  commonwealth,  and  havin<.j  little  for  which  it  has  to 
be  thankful  ;  for  the  iiisai)pcarance  of  crass  ignorance  is 
accompanied  by  the  diminution  of  the  crime  it  eni^enders. 

So  \on<^  as  our  love  antl  \encration  are  maintained  by  a 
sense  of  the  national  greatness  in  which  wc  participate,  and 
by  pride  of  race,  our  connection  willi  the  British  dominions 
may  be  rej^arded  as  assured.  There  are  those  who  tell  us 
otherwise  ;  but  their  words,  valueless  from  their  emptiness, 
find  no  permanent  place  amonjf  us. 

One  of  the  main  causes  why  the  revolution  tf)ok  so  firm 
a  hold  on  the  lower  po[)ulation  in  the  cities  and  towns 
was  that  the  utterance  of  the  agitators  remained  uncontra- 
dicted. The  latter  were  unchallens4cd  in  their  a.sscrtions. 
Any  attachment  to  the  mother  countr\',  which  still  existed 
in  sections  of  the  population,  was  j^radually  sapped  by  being 
continuously  assailed,  until,  in  man\-  instances,  it  ceased  to 
have  an\' active  inlluence.  There  had  al\\a\-s  been  in  main' 
respects  in  the  colonies  an  impatience  of  control.  When 
peo|)le  were  told  how  much  better  off  the)-  would  be  without 
paying  taxes,  and  in  managing  their  own  affairs,  the)-  looked 
kindly  on  the  prophecies  which  promi-sed  so  much  prosperity, 
untrammelled  by  an\-  pecuniar\'  obligations. 

North,  in   his  public  life,  shewed  thiat  he  gave  little  thought 

to  the  colonial  loyalists  ;  certainly  he  cared  little  for  them. 

Hutchinson  received  great  attention  in  the  highest  circles  in 

England.     lie  was  offered  a    baronetcy,  which    liis    circum- 
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stances  led  him  to  decline,  and  invitation  followed  invitation 
froni  the  first  people  in  the  realm.  The  impression  cannot  be 
resisted  that  lie  owed  this  distinction  to  the  wish  and  interven- 
tion of  the  kini;,  while  at  the  same  time  his  own  treatabilities, 
with  liis  literal}'  and  political  acuteness,  would  have  obtained 
attention  in  anv  educated  societ\-.  Lord  North  was  civil  to 
such  of  the  loyalists  as  he  accidental!)'  met.  Althouj;h  well 
educated,  with  wide  reading  and  as  extended  a  knowledge  of 
men  as  of  books,  he  knew  little  of  the  colonies  and  their 
l)olitical  condition.  He  had  some  passin<r  theories  on  the 
subject  of  the  difficult}',  but  his  leifislation  shews  that  he 
never  understood  the  true  causes  of  discontent.  With  his 
other  fallacies,  he  had  formed  the  opinion  that  there  was  a 
lar^re  population  ready  to  take  arms  on  the  first  opportunit}' 
in  defence  of  the  rox'al  cause.  Lord  George  (iermaine  enter- 
tained this  view  to  the  last,  and  his  order  to  Buri;o}-ne  to  act 
in  accordance  with  thir.  opinion,  was  one  of  the  causes  of  that 
unfortunate  <;encrars  delay  at  the  south  of  lake  Champlain, 
and  of  the  tlisaster  at  liennington,  a  delay  which  permitted  the 
assembly  of  the  force  in  his  front,  by  which  he  was  over- 
powered. 

Tiiere  could  be  no  plainer  teaching  of  the  intentions  of 
the  colonies  than  their  own  proceedings,  which  ought  to  have 
been  read  as  the  writing  on  the  wall,  calling  forth  the  unre- 
laxed  efforts  of  the  British  ministry  to  subdue  the  threatened 
hostilit}'.  The  resolutions  voted  b}'  congress  should  have 
taught  all  who  considered  them,  that  a  crisis  had  been 
rcachetl,  which,  if  left  uncared  for,  would  present  greater  diffi- 
culties. "The  Declaration  of  Colonial  rights,"  if  it  had  an}' 
meaning,  was  the  affirmation  of  independence ;  subdued  onh- 
by  the  responsibility  of  taking  measures  for  its  establishment. 
It  set  forth  the  natural  right  to  life,  propert}-  and  liberty  : 
that,  as  colonists,  the}'  were  bound  by  no  laws  but  those  voted 
by  their  representatives  ;  that  the  power  of  making  laws 
existed  in  the  legislatures  onl}'  ;  that  the  authorit}'  of  parlia- 
ment merely  comprehended  the  regulation  of  trade,  and  in 
no  way  conferred  the  right  of  imposing  internal,  or  external 
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taxation  ;  that  trial  by  jury  in  the  county  where  they  lived 
was  their  birlhri;^fht  by  iMi^lish  law  ;  that  they  possessed  the 
rij^ht  of  petition,  and  of  assemljly  in  public  meetiiv^s  ;  that 
the  presence  of  a  standint^  army  was  an  infrin<;ement  of 
liberty.  A  protest  was  recorded  a<jainst  le<jislation  emanat- 
in;4  from  the  provincial  councils,  the  members  of  which  had 
been  nominated  by  the  crown  ;  and  the  charters  possessed 
by  the  provinces  were  declared  to  be  peri)etual,  beyond  the 
royal  power  to  chanj^e  or  modify  them.  ICleven  acts  of 
parliament  were  named  as  having  violated  the  liberty  of  the 
provinces  :  the  sugar  act  ;  the  stamp  act  ;  the  two  acts  for 
quartering  imperial  troops  ;  tlie  tea  importation  act  ;  the  act 
suspending  the  New  York  legislature  ;  the  two  acts  for  the 
trial  of  offenders  in  (ireat  liritain  ;  the  Boston  port  act  ;  the 
act  for  regulating  the  govermnent  of  Massachusetts  ;  and  the 
Quebec  act. 

l'\nn"teen  articles  were  embodied  in  an  "  .American  Associ- 
ation," ])ledging  its  members  to  non-intercourse  with  the 
mother  country,  and  the  provinces  which  would  not  accept 
the  movement.  Non-importation  was  to  commence  after  the 
1st  of  December  ;  the  slave  trade,  then  unhappily  a  lucrative 
branch  of  commerce,  was  denounced;  the  use  of  mourning, 
as  a  needless  expense,  was  forbidden.  Sheep  were  to  be  bred 
for  their  wool.  Above  all,  committees  were  appointed  every- 
where to  discover  the  names  of  all  who  violated  these  princi- 
ples, and  who  were  loyal  to  the  mother  country,  so  that  they 
could  be  made  known  as  "enemies  to  .American  liberty."  In 
other  words,  to  be  exposed  to  outrage,  to  be  ill-treated,  and 
threatened  with  severe  penalties. 

One  consequence  of  the  non-importation  clause,  which  had 
been  foreseen  would  be  voted  l)\-  congress,  was  that  orders 
were  poured  into  the  mother  countr)'  to  a  greater  e.vtent  than 
had  ever  before  happened.  New  York  and  Pennsylvania 
ordered  double  the  usual  tiuantity  of  goods,  so  that  both 
Connecticut  and  Massachusetts  could  be  sup|)lied  by  these 
provinces.  The  traders  of  the  latter  did  not  sentl  any  order 
to  London  ;  indeed  there  was   difficulty  in  obtaining  credit 
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there.  *  The  fact  of  this  procecdiiij^  led  to  ffrcater  cli.srej^arcl 
of  tlie  political  maiiifestation.s  when  made  known  :  and 
cau.seil  them  to  he  rci^arded  as  merelj"  threatening^  decla- 
mation. Lord  North  was  in  no  way  apprehensive  of  anythin;^ 
troublesome  comin<i[  to  pass  from  the  prcjposed  conj^ress. 
He  feared  rather  the  commercial  consequence  of  the  incrca.sed 
exportations,  that  they  woukl  not  be  paid  for,  and  that  the 
presence  of  the  increased  supplj- would  for  a  time  justify  non- 
importation. 

Tile  indifference  concernint4"  the  pc^litical  ai^ilalion  even 
became  threaten  The  ministers  were  above  all  unconcerned. 
They  acted  as  if  they  believed  order  and  ^ood  <fovernment 
must  be  established,  and  whether  sooner  or  later  was  a  cpies- 
tion  for  the  colonists  themselves  to  determine  ;  in  the  mean- 
time, thc\'  hurt  no  one  but  themselves.  It  was  the  general 
saying  that  the\'  must  suffer  from  the  confusion  they  were 
causini;,  if  they  could  not  be  content  with  the  easiest  i(overn- 
ment  in  the  world.  Nobody  at  home  felt  th.it  an}-  incon- 
venience or  loss  could  arise  from  an)-  proceedings  they  would 
take;  those  only  who  made  bad  tlebts  would  suffer,  and  those 
people  who  went  on  givin<^  trust  must  blame  themselves. 

The  letters  of  this  date  shew  that  these  opinions  were 
everywhere  prevalent.  There  was  no  unkind  feelin<^  towards 
the  colonies  ;  the  great  difliculty  was  really  to  understand 
what  was  the  cause  of  the  discontent.  On  all  sides  a  settle- 
ment was  hope(l  for,  but  no  one  pretended  to  understand  how 
it  could  possibly  be  effected.  All  that  was  asked  from  Boston 
was  that  the  tea  which  had  been  thrown  into  the  sea  should 
be  paid  for.  and  submission  in  some  form  be  made,  with  the 
declaration  tliat  the  authority  of  parliament  should  not  be 
opposed.  1  lutchinsoii  th'd  not  consider  any  such  declaration 
necessary,  indeed  he  felt  it  would  never  be  given.  Tlie  whole 
nation,  however,  was  against  the  colonics  on  this  point.  Chat- 
ham felt  the  force  of  public  opinion  so  strongly,  as  to  declare 
to  lord  Mansfield,  that  he  had  not  said  what  had  been  attri- 
buted to  him,  that  parliament  had  no  right  to  tax  America, 

*  Governor  Hutchinson  10  his  son  Tiionias,  3rtl  August,  1774.  Vol.  I.  p,  201. 
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and  that  he  never  iiitciuleil  to  affinii  anylhin^^  more  than 
that  the  taxation  was  incxpcth'ent.  * 

The  ministers  lookcil  tor  extrication  from  the  tlilTicuIly  to 
some  moderate  expedient,  which  would  l)rin_i;  the  cohMiics  to 
terms,  ami  at  this  date  in  the  contest  the  extreme  measure  of 
scndiiiLj  an  army  and  tleet  forcil)l\'  to  subdue  Amcrii  ,i  had 
not  been  detcMinined  upon.  All  that  the  ministers  had 
rcsolvetl  upon  was  not  to  recede,  as  they  felt  that  by  so  actinj;" 
they  would  commit  political  suicide.  Their  hope  was  that  the 
a;^itation  would  pass  away.  The)'  desired  to  see  the  coloin'cs 
prosperous  and  restored  to  rpiiet,  and,  in  order  to  attain 
this  (Mill,  were  willini,^  to  j^n'ant  every  concession,  so  that  they 
would  hereafter  remain  a  portion  of  the  Hritish  donn'nions. 
l-5ut  in  what  form  was  parliamentar\-  authority  to  be  assured, 
in  face  of  the  repeated  declarations  frimi  the  provinces  that 
they  would  never  submit  to  it?  All  that  could  be  hoped  was 
that  the  colonics  would  forbear  to  i\cny  formalK'  its  accept- 
ance. I'orce  in  one  direction  ciuild  at  least  be  applieil.  If 
the  colonies  refused  to  trade  with  (ireat  Hritain,  it  was  fore- 
seen that  they  could  be  prevented  from  tradiny  anywhere 
else,  and  that  encourai^ement  c<nild  be  <,n'ven  to  those  prov- 
inces which  stood  apart  from  the  almost  general  a<;itation. 

It  was  debated  in  London  whether  the  leaders  in  Hoston 
most  active  in  the  agitation  should  not  be  arrested,  broui^ht 
to  I'Jiijland,  and  if  found  ;^aiilt\-  put  to  death  ;  such  men 
as  Samuel  Adams,  I  lancock  and  Molincux.  But  when  the 
proi)osition  came  up  for  consideration,  all  who  woukl  have 
been  responsible  for  carrying;  it  into  effect,  shraid-:  from  the 
responsibility.  With  the  threat  majority  of  Hritish  statesmen 
in  modern  times,  a  strong;-  feelini;  has  existed  ai;aiiist  inflicting 
the  extreme  sentence  of  the  law  for  purcl\'  political  offences; 
and  there  is,  moreover,  never  the  desire  to  confer  martyrdom 
on  an}-  commonplace  personat^e  who  has  made  himself 
remarkable  b\'his  sedition.  'Ihe  objection  was  also  raised  by 
the  law  officers  of  the  crown,  that  in  their  \iew  there  u  as  not 
evidence  to  ensure  conviction,  and   iftlie  intention  was  ever 

*  Hutchinson,  Vol.  1.,  p.  202. 
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seriously  entertained  it  was  immediately  abandoned.  *  Lord 
Mansfield  Siron^ly  condemned  sucli  a  proceeding,  for,  if  the 
accused  were  convicted,  the  case  could  be  kept  pending  for 
years  by  the  motion  in  arrest  of  judgment  upon  errcjr  of 
proceedings. 

When  the  possibility  was  mentioned  to  I  lutchinson,  he  sug- 
gested, with  the  good  sense  which  he  always  shewed,  that  it 
would  be  wiser  if  they  first  dealt  with  offenders  at  home. 
Treason  was  talked  with  iiTipunity  in  London,  and  if  those 
who  acted  wrongly  in  this  respect  were  first  punished,  their 
conviction  might  act  as  a  warning  to  the  violators  of  the  law 
in  America. 

The  news  of  the  proceedings  of  congress  reached  ICngland  in 
November.  Hitherto  the  opinion  had  been  entertained  that 
congress  could  never  agree  on  any  plan  of  government  ;  that 
the  differences  of  feeling  and  condition  e.xisting  between  the 
provinces  would  make  an\'  assimilation  of  thought  impossible; 
that  the  attempt  to  accommodate  such  opiin'ons  would  fail; 
that,  in  sheer  desperation,  the  colonists  would  effect  a  comj)ro- 
mise  with  parliament,  and,  in  sonic  modified  forin,  actiuiesce  in 
the  exercise  of  its  control ;  reverting  to  the  old  conditions  under 
which  they  would  obtain  |)rotection  against  foreign  aggression. 

Whatever  form  the  specification  of  the  griexances 'might 
take,  it  really  resolved  itself  into  the  one  specific  wrong,  the 
exercise  of  the  supremacy  of  the  lirilish  parliament.  The 
cardinal  defect  in  the  policy  of  the  home  govermnent  was, 
that  ministers  did  nothing  but  pass  ill-considered  acts  of 
parliament,  and  that  thej'  were  incapable  of  understanding, 
that  without  strong  repressive  mea.iures  in  the  present  stage 
of  the  agitation  the  nation  was  drifting  into  war.  This  hesi- 
tation increased  as  the  American  difficult)-  became  involved 
within  the  part)- lines  oflu)me  politics.  It  was  ne\er  believed 
that  armed  resistance  would  be  resorted  to;  indeed  it  was  not 
until  Lexington  and  I^unker's  hill,  in  spite  of  all  the  teaching 
of  the  violent  opposition  to  the  stamp  act,  that  recourse  to 
arms  was  considered  possible.     The  agitation  was  regarded  as 

•  lluichinson's  diary,  Vol.  I.,  pp.  283-219. 
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;i  passing  fit  of  aiij^cr,  wliich  woiiUl  in  due  time  subside. 
The  .threat  luuly  of  the  population  iA'  llu-  provinces  were 
looked  upon  as  heiiij;  indiffiTcut  to  tlie  result,  and  as  not 
consiilerinj^f  the  (questions  agitated,  to  he  so  all-important  as  to 
withdraw  them  from  thefr  occupations.  There  was,  moreover, 
an  absence  ofa  proper  appreciation  of  the  causes  of  discontent. 
Had  the  facts  been  thoron;-;hly  considcrcil,  it  would  have  been 
onl)'  too  well  understootl,  that  the  ilispute  had  reached  a 
crisis  that  it  coukl  not  be  accommodated  b)-  an)-  tempori/inj^f 
measur(!s.  One  of  two  courses  hail  to  be  followed  :  either  the 
supremacj'  of  parliament  hail  to  be  abandoned,  or  a  force  sent 
into  the  cf)lonies  b\-  the  strcn-jth  of  which  it  could  be  asserted. 
At  the  same  time  this  supremacy  should  have  been  so  j^ently 
exercised  that  no  (picslion  of  the  abstract  rii;ht  would  ever 
attain  be  raised. 

There  was  no  desire  to  act  harshl\-  to  America.  If  it  had 
not  been  for  the  publication  of  the  Whately  correspondence, 
and  I-'ranklin's  ill-judj^ed  letter,  which  appeared  on  that 
occasion,  there  would  have  been  no  th()UL;ht  of  the  exhibition 
of  the  limited  decree  of  vii^our  which  was  shewn.  I^ut  the 
administration  became  alarmed*  from  the  conviction  that 
there  was  a  dangerous  conspirac\-  a_i.,fainHt  the  L;'c)vernment 
and  the  time  had  arrived  for  some  assertion  of  autluMity- 
It  should  ha\c  been  seen  in  1775  that  the  (piestion  had  l)een 
reduced  to  a  simple  issue,  and  above  all  that  it  was  indispen- 
sable to  l<c':p  Canada  so  securelj'  L^arrisoned  tliat  it  shouUl  not 
be  involved  in  the  disinite.  There  was  again  the  error  enter- 
tained that  Canatla  not  onl>'  reipiired  no  <rarri.son,  but  that  the 
French  Canadian  population  were  read)'  in  numbers  to  take 
the  field  ill  the  r(i\-al  cause. 

I'Aeii  with  this  impression,  all  that  was  done  was  to  send 
some  additional  rej^iments  to  Boston,  relainiii!;  in  their  coni- 
mand  the  general  who  for  the  past  months  had  hwked 
pcrfectl)-  passive!)-  on  the  troubles  gathering  around  him,  and 
the  admiral  who  hatl  permitted  outrages  mider  the  guns  of 
his  vessels  ;  generaRJage  and'admiral  (ir.ues. 
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The  whole  of  the  departments  in  London  were  disors/anized 
and  utterly  une(]ual  to  the  strain  of  war.  As  an  instance,  it 
may  be  recorded,  that  later  in  the  \'ear,  when  the  ill-judged 
order  to  vacate  Hoston  had  been  ,L;iven,  lord  Georc^e  (icrmaine, 
then  in  power,  considcrin;4'  that  the  (jrder  was  not  positive, 
but  discretionar\-,  brought  the  matter  to  the  attention  of  the 
king,  and  the  order  was  referred  to.  It  was  found  that  lord 
Dartmouth  had  made  it  positive.  It  was  agreed  that  lord 
Germaine  should  send  fresh  instructions  countermanding  the 
strictness  of  the  order,  lca\'ing  it  to  be  carried  out  or  not,  as 
Howe  thought  expedient.     The  ortlei"  was  never  sent.* 

In  private  life,  three  of  the  ministers  were  highl)'  respected. 
Lord  North  was  a  travelled  man,  educated,  with  great  wit, 
whose  good  nature  has  remained  proverbial.  Lord  Dart- 
mouth was  so  religious  that  he  was  laughed  at  as  a  methodist, 
a  word  n(^t  n<,cd  at  that  time  in  a  commendatory  sense. 
Lord  .Suffold  was  et[uall\-  irrei:)roachablc.  Lord  .Sandwich 
was  the  reverse  of  this.  1  lis  conduct  in  the  matter  of  Wilkes 
had  obtained  him  the  name  of  "  Jinnny  Twitcher,"  •]-  which 
clings  to  him  in  history.  I'our  years  after  this  date  his  name 
attractetl  attention  b)^  his  mistress.  Miss  Ray,  lieing  shot  on 
leaving  the  theatre  by  a  clergyman,  one  1  lackman,  who  had 
previousl)-  been   in   the  arni\-  in   the  66lh  regiment.      Neither 

*  Ilutchiiisdn  iL'lales  llial  on  one  ciccasion  ho  sunt  ;i  packet  of  letter.s  to  be 
forwavck'il  in  IdiiI  Uoorgu  Oerniaine's  box;  after  six  week.,'  '.nteival  it  was  returned 
to  liini  by  Mr.  Kiiox,  tiie  assistant  secretary,  with  the  remark  tliat  llie  sliip  was 
not  proceeilinL;  to  sea, 

+  Some  of  the  re,a<ler>  oflliis  volume  m:>y  not  ohiei't  to  an  expkanation  of  this 
nickname.  Wilkes,  some  years  Ijefore  he  was  attacked  in  the  house  of  connnon^, 
had  parodied  I'oj'e's  "  J'',ssay  on  .Man."  caliini,'  it  an  "  K.ssay  on  Woman."  It  had 
been  dedic.ited  to. Sandwich.  I'ooe's  openini;  line  is  "  .Awake,  my  St.  Jolni;" 
Wilkes  commenced  with  ".\wake  my  Sandwich."  In  1763  Sandwich  in  the 
house  of  lords  to  the  astonishment  of  everybody  denounced  Wilkes  as  the  author 
of  a  blasphemous,  obscene  and  infamous  libel,  a  copy  of  which  he  produced. 
Sandwich's  life  was  well  known  to  be  ])rollii;ale  in  the  extreme.  A  few  days 
afterwards  the  "  lieggar's  0[)era  "  by  (iay  was  produced  at  Covenl  Oarden. 
Captain  .Machealh,  a  swell  hit^hwayman,  a  type  of  the  cl;;ss  of  that  date,  in  one  of 
his  speeches  had  to  say,  "  I'liat  Jemmy  Twitclier  should  peach  I  own  surprises 
me."  The  audience  gave  one  shout  of  a|iplause,  the  application  was  perfect,  and 
Sandwich  in  his  life  obtained  the  opprobrium  of  beinij  so  called,  and  the  name 
sticks  to  his  memory. 
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Sandwich's  private  character,  nor  tlic  performance  of  his 
official  tiuty,  obtained  anytliing  but  condemnation,  whereas 
the  other  ministers  in  their  fann'ly  relations  were  much 
respected. 

Such  were  the  circumstances  in  the  winter  of  17741775, 
when  it  was  possible  for  a  vii^orous  policy  to  have  a\erted  the 
war.  To  the  party  advocating  independence  there  was  only 
one  ary;unient  to  be  addres.sed,  that  of  force.  That  the 
i^ovcrimient  of  the  i:)rovinces  re(|uircd  threat  modification  is 
admitted;  there  was  much  to  rectify.  A  statesman  would 
have  seen  that  the  first  reform  should  have  been  matle  in  the 
relaxation  of  the  commeicial  relations  which  oppressed  the 
colonies.  Unhap[)il\'  f(jr  the  empire,  lord  North  was  not  a 
statesman,  and  he  had  not  the  force  of  character  to  withstand 
the  royal  iniluence.  Xo  such  govermnent  could  exist  in  moilern 
times.  That  we  possess  our  present  political  liberty  through- 
dut  the  empire  may  be  owing  to  some  extent  to  the  events 
which  happened  in  those  da)-s.  With  wisdom  and  forbear- 
ance, there  was  no  reason  for  the  tlisinlegration  of  the  empire. 
There  is  a  class  of  writers  who  tell  us  that  it  was  provi- 
dentially designed.  h'retlerick  the  Cjreat  remarked  that 
providence  was  generally  on  the  side  of  strong  armies,  and 
prosperit}-  attentls  the  empire,  the  _",ovcrmncnt  of  which  is 
sustained  by  wise  statesmanship,  judgment  and  honesty  of 
purpose. 

These  are  its  true  providence.  Where  they  fail  we  can 
readily  see  how  rapidl}-  disaster  and  misfortune  follow,  how 
"one  woe  doth  tread  upon  another's  heel."* 

in  the  hist(ir\'  of  these  unlortunate  da\-s  there  was  no  lon"f 
delay  to  be  experienced  when  the  nemesis  ol  this  paltry 
indecision  was  to  appear,  for  on  May  the  joth  London  was 
convulsed  with  news  of  the  affair  of  the  19th  of  April  at 
Lexington,  brought  b\-  a  vessel  sent  over  in  ballast  by 
congress.  And  even  this  woeful  certainty  failed  to  awaken 
the  minislrv  to  a  seii.^o  of  tlut\-  and  effort. 


•   Hamlet,  IV'.,  7. 
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Frequent  allusion  has  lieen  made  to  the  diary  of  governor  Thom.as  Hutchinson. 
He  l)elon^ed  to  ihe  .Massachusetts  branch  of  an  old  Lincolnshire  family,  the 
founder  of  which  arrived  in  America  in  16^3;  the  husband  of  the  celei)rated 
Anne  Hutchinson,  whose  religious  entliusi.ism  leil  to  her  banisinnent  from  the 
colony,  and  her  settlement  in  Rhode  Island  in  1637.  Five  years  later,  on  the 
death  of  her  husband,  she  established  herself  in  Connecticut,  where  sulisefjuently 
she,  and  most  of  lier  children  and  servants,  to  the  number  of  sixteen,  were  mass.ncred 
by  Indians.  Thomas  Hutchinson  was  fourth  in  descent  from  Anne  Hutchinson  : 
her  great-great-j^randsoii.  His  father,  a  inercliant  in  prosperous  circumstances, 
left  him  a  handsome  fortune.  He  was  himself  bom  in  Hostoii,  in  171 1;  he 
passed  throui^h  Harvard  with  fair  distinction.  Throughout  an  active  career  he 
diligently  applied  himself  to  history  and  literature,  and  amid  the  strife  <>f  politics, 
pursued  the  study  of  the  Latin  classics  to  tiie  last  days  of  his  life.  Among  the 
men  of  letters  of  his  own  country,  he  still  deservedly  retains  a  high  )ilace  by  his 
history  of  .Massachusetts,  the  merit  of  which  is  indisputable. 

Hutchinson  possessed  the  advantage  of  having  an  evenly  b.ilanced  mind, 
rarely  bewildered  by  adverse  cicrumstances.  In  his  young  ye.irs,  encouraged 
by  his  f.ather,  he  made  ventures  in  business  in  his  father's  vessels,  and  succeeded 
in  gathering,  by  his  own  prudence,  a  respectable  sum  of  money.  Sid)se(|uently  he 
was  admitted  a  partner  into  his  father's  house,  and  became  the  possessor  of  con- 
siderable property,  more  than  a  competence.  When  twenty-three,  he  married 
Margaret  Sandford  :  a  union  of  affection,  and  her  death,  after  a  few  years,  was  a 
sorrow  which  never  jiassed  from  him. 

Hutchinson  early  entered  into  political  life.  Although  his  career  hail  been  that 
of  a  merchant,  and  he  never  underwent  any  special  legal  training,  in  1760,  he 
was  appointed  chief  justice  of  the  ])rovince  :  he  had  ])reviously  been  selected  as 
lieutenant-governor.  His  opinions  were  based  on  the  fnin  belief  of  the  common 
benefit  derivable  from  the  connection  between  the  mother  country  and  the 
colony,  and  he  recognised,  certainly  as  a  theory,  the  siipreuiacy  of  parliament  ; 
he  would,  however,  have  made  its  exercise  a  ([uestion  of  expediency.  His 
sagacity  led  him  to  understand  that,  the  design  of  the  extreme  paily  was  a  covert 
attack  on  this  relationship,  and  he  endeavoured  in  every  way  to  thwart  it.  His 
political  discernment,  and  his  high  character  and  attainments  nia<le  him  a  formid- 
able enemy,  and  he  became  a  speci.il  object  of  the  malevolence  of  its  leailer.'-.  In 
one  of  the  excesses  of  the  mob,  consequent  upnn  his  opposition  to  the  agitation 
against  the  stain|)  act,  his  house  at  Ho^ton  was  gutted,  his  furniture  burned,  and 
his  lilirary  and  papers  scattered  through  the  streets,  lb'  had  long  been  making  a 
collection  of  docunieiils  necessary  to  the  work  on  which  he  was  engaged,  a  history 
of  Massachusetts.  The  hrst'volume  had  been  published  in  London  in  1765.  The 
second  was  in  M.S.  and  when  his  lumse  was  destroyed,  the  sheets  were  >cattere<I 
in  all  directions.  .Although  they  remaineil  some  hohrs  exposed  to  the  rain, 
they  were  fortunately  collected,  with  the  exception  of  a  small  nund)er  which 
Hutchinson,  with  more  or  less  of  labour,  was  able  to  leplace,  and  the  second 
volume  was    published    in    1707.      Two  years  later,    he  issued   a  voliune  of  the 
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historical  documenls  which  had  also  escaped  destruction.  The  third  volume  of 
the  history,  whicii  he  completed  when  in  Kngland,  remained  unpublished  until 
1828. 

On  the  departure  of  sir  Francis  Uernard,  the  tjnvernor  in  1769,  Hutchinson 
performed  the  duties  of  tliat  office,  and  continued  so  to  act  until  1771,  when  he 
was  appi>inted  governor.  In  March,  1774,  lie  arrived  in  I'ingland,  where  lie 
remained  until  his  death,  on  3rd  June,  17S0,  at  the  age  of  69.* 

During  the  period  that  IIutchiiHon  was  in  I'lngland,  he  kept  a  journal  day  hy 
day  of  his  own  experience,  and  of  what  happene<l  in  the  political  world.  The 
two  volumes  have  lately  heen  published  by  his  great  grandson,  Mr.  I'eler  Orhindo 
Hutchinson  (1883-86).  It  is  a  vahialile  addition  to  the  history  of  this  time. 
There  can  be  no  hesitation  in  recognising  the  honesty  and  truth  with  which  it  has 
been  written.  The  consei|uence  is,  that  his  history  of  Massachusetts  has  received 
increased  aftirmalion  of  the  authority  it  possesses.  A  knowledge  of  this  private 
expression  of  Hutchinson's  feeling.s  ought  to  remove  the  bitterness  wiiii  which  his 
memory  is  still  assailed.  It  shews,  that  his  sentiment  as  a  colonist  was  as  strong 
and  as  genuine  as  that  of  the  noisy  demagogues  who  attacked  him,  but  it  differed 
in  this  respect,  that  it  was  blended  with  sincere  patriotism.  The  master  feeling 
of  his  life  was  his  devotion  to  his  native  land.t  Moving  in  the  first  circles  in 
London,  his  heart  remained  in  Massachusetts.  In  place  of  exciting  angry  feelings 
against  his  native  country,  his  constant  effort  was,  whenever  opportunity  permitted, 
to  modify  the  adoption  of  extreme  measures,  and  to  lead  to  kindly  thoughts  of 
those  with  whom  he  ditVerred.  A  royalist  in  London,  in  an  extended  correspond- 
ence he  followed  the  political  events  which  were  taking  place  in  what  he  still 
held  to  be  his  home,  constantly  clinging  to  the  ho])e  that  they  would  shape  them- 
selves so  that,  he  could  return  to  those  much  loved  scenes.  I'.ven  from  London, 
he  wrote  that,  it  was  his  intention  to  erect  a  monument  in  Milton  churchyard  to 
his  dead,  but  still  dearly  remembered  wife,  beneath  whicli  he  desired  that  his  own 
remains  should  be  placed. 

Hutchinson  never  gives  precise  expression  to  the  strong  dissatisfaction  he  felt 
at  the  imbecile  inaction  of  lord  North  and  the  ab.sence  of  a  firm  line  of  (lolicy  by. 
which  peace  could  have  been  attained.  It  is  plain  nevertheless  by  the  records  of 
his  journal  thai  he  looked  upon  the  vacillation,  and  the  want  of  statesmanship  of 
the  mmisters,  with  a  feeling  akin  to  contempt.  What  fear  he  entertained  was  not 
for  the  mother  country,  but  for  his  own  province  ;  he  knew  the  >lienglh  of  (Ireat 
Britain,  and  he  did  not  consider  it  jiossible  thai  such  fatuous  negligence,  want  of 


*  Franklin  wiole  from  I'assy  on  llie  I  71I1,  that  1  hilchiuson  "  died  outriglit  of 
the  fright"  caused  by  the  lord  (ieorge  ( lordon  riots.  They  really  only  com- 
menced on  the  2ud,  and  some  days  ])assed  before  they  attained  their  mischievous 
strength.      I'lanklin's  chronology  was  as  much  at  f.iult  as  his  decency  of  feeling. 

t  .-V  few  months  before  his  death,  Isl  of  I'eliruary,  1760,  (vol  II.  p,  335),  he 
wrote,  "  The  jirospect  of  returning  to  America  anil  laying  my  bones  in  the  lan<l 
of  my  forefathers  for  (our  preceding  generations, — and  if  I  add  the  mother  of 
W.  II.  it  will  make  live — is  less  than  it  has  ever  been,  (lod  grant  me  a  com- 
jiosed  mind,  submissive  to  his  will  ;  and  may  I  be  thankful  that  I  am  not  reduced 
to  those  straits,  which  many  others  who  are  banished  are,  and  have  been."' 
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purpose  and  gross  blunderin};  could  be  experienced,  for  tlie  counlry  to  drift  into 
llie  disorder  and  disgrace  lliat  followed.  Me  did  not  believe  that  resistance  was 
possible,  and  he  (headed  thai  the  provinces  would  cruelly  suffer  from  the  rebellion 
liiey  had  commenced. 

There  are  few  characters  in  the  history  of  the  United  States  which  personally 
exact  higlier  respect  than  that  of  Hutchinson.  It  was  characterised  by  lionour, 
truth,  great  political  sagacity,  and  by  attaintnents  which  would  have  obtained 
respect  in  any  society  ;  nevertheless  there  aie  few  whose  motives  have  been  more 
persistently  misre]iresented. 

He  suflered  much  sorrow  in  England.  First  his  daughter  I'eggy  pined  away 
and  died.  His  son  Hilly  followed  her.  The  blow  came  upon  him  with  great 
severity,  and  doubtless  hastened  his  own  dissolution.  All  were  buried  in  Croydon, 
near  Loudon. 

No  stronger  appeal  presents  itself  to  Massachusetts  feeling  that  Hutchinson's 
memory  should  be  kindly  considered,  than  the  character  of  his  two  danghters. 
Sally  became  the  wife  of  I'eter  Oliver.  She  nunained  by  her  father's  side  on  the 
night  of  the  destruction  of  his  house,  and  would  not  leave  unless  he  would 
accompany  her.  Intuitively  she  felt  the  danger  in  which  he  was  placed,  if  brought 
face  to  face  with  the  lioston  mob.  Of  I'eggy  we  know  more.  Many  of  her 
letters  are  published  in  connection  with  the  journal.  They  are  written  with 
uncommon  grace  and  charm.  Noticed  most  graciously  by  royalty,  moving  in  the 
best  society,  mixing  with  the  lirsl  men  in  social  life,  she  could  only  think  with 
atTection  of  her  old  Ma;  sachusetts  associations.  There  is  a  reference  to  some  early 
(lisa)ipointment  to  the  memory  of  which  she  clings,  and  could  she  have  so  willed, 
it  would  still  have  conlrolleil  her  fate.  The  brilliant  t'litoiiragt-  \\\  wliich  she  lived 
led  her  in  no  way  to'  forget  her  home  or  her  Inst  friendships.  She  appears  before 
us  ill  the  Hush  of  youth  and  warmth  of  feeling,  one  of  the  most  pleasant  portraitures 
in  literature.  Her  heart  never  ceased  to  yearn  towards  her  native  jirovince  ; 
there,  were  still  her  thoughts,  her  afl'eciions,  and  hopes.  i!ut  ii  was  her  fate,  with 
that  of  her  father  and  brother,  to  fiiul  her  last  resting  place  in  the  mother  cf)untry 
she  likewise  loved,  but  divided  by  the  ocean  from  the  laud  of  her  birth  which  had 
the  (irst  jilace  in  her  affections. 

There  is  something  touching  in  Hutchinson's  love  for  his  native  province,  his 
undying  interest  in  its  forlinies,  the  hope  to  which  he  clung  to  the  last  of  return- 
ing thither.  The  success  of  Howe,  of  1776,  for  a  few  months  created  the  illusion 
that  the  quarrel  would  be  terminated,  and  that  in  a  few  years  the  relationship 
would  fall  into  the  channel  of  ]jeace,  contentment,  and  satisfaction,  liurgoyne's 
disaster  destroyed  this  dream.  All  the  royalists  read  it  tndy  as  what  it  proved  to 
be,  the  loss  of  America.  In  a  llydeafof  his  journal  Hutchinson  wrote,  "Fi'wa/ 
ijiii  patitui\  motto  for  refugees."  His  atVection  for  his  birthplace,  however,  still 
remained  in  its  force,  and  it  found  vent  in  transcribing  a  ])assage  from  a  letter  from 
(irotius  written  about  1621,  after  his  escape  from  pri.son  :  "■Jij^ofton  dcsiiio  omnibus 
mild  recte  voliiiila/ihits  patriai)t  (ommciidari,  ciijiis  amoreiii,  mihi  iiiilLc  iDujtcam 
nijiii  its  extorqtu'bcnt.^' 


1775] 


SIR  WILLIAM    IIOWK. 


381 


I 


CHAPTER  VI. 

TI1C  three  generals  appointed  to  the  command  were  sir 
William  Howe,  generals  Clinton  and  Burgoyne ;  they  all 
had  a  good  military  reputation,  and  it  is  fair  to  sui)posc,  that 
it  was  for  this  cause  they  wcro  '.ominated,  although  members 
of  parliament.  At  tlie  same  time  they  possessed  great 
interest,  and  it  maybe  presumed  that  court  favour  was  not 
entirely  absent  in  their  selection. 

Sir  William  Ilowe,  the  fifth  son  of  the  second  viscount,  was 
born  about  1729.  His  brother,  the  admiral,  was  then  fourth  in 
descent.  Howe  himself  eventually  became  the  fifth  viscount. 
He  was  in  the  prime  of  life,  forty-seven  years  of  age,  and  at 
this  time  was  member  for  Nottingham.  He  had  entered  the 
army  young;  at  the  attack  of  Louisbourg  he  was  colonel  of 
the  58111.  He  was  present  at  Quebec  in  command  of  the 
light  infantry;  he  served  in  the  campaign  against  Belleisle, 
and  in  1762  was  adjutant-general  in  the  expedition  against 
Havanna.  He  became  major-general  in  Maj-,  1772.  Howe 
therefore  had  been  reared  in  the  best  school  of  soldiering; 
and  there  was  reasonable  expectation,  that  when  placed  in 
prominence,  his  career  would  be  distinguished,  and  would 
not  di.sapi^oint  expectation.  ]iut  he  broke  down  frf)m  the 
fault,  through  which  so  many  amiable  and  able  men  fail  in 
life,  self-indulgence.  The  fourteen  years  of  peace  hail  trans- 
formed him  into  a  fine  gentleman  cjf  the  dav.  His  manners 
were  most  pleasing,  his  courage  unimpeachable.  At  intervals 
he  could  shew  energy  and  abilil)-;  his  judgment  was,  how- 
ever, more  than  questionable  :  his  nature  was  frivolous,  and 
in  circumstances  which  required  caution  and  constancy  of 
purpose,  he  was  guilty  of  carelessness  and  neglect.  He  was, 
as  NapoleQU  described  one  of  his  generals,  by  far  too  laisscr 
aller  in  the  enjoyment  of  life,  and  had  always  an  excellent 
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cook,  and  tjcncrally  a  mistress,  was  a  gambler,  and  fond  of 
play.  He  was  kindly  in  his  nature,  and  desired  to  see  every- 
body about  him  enjoy  himself;  he  was  accessible  to  all  who 
wished  to  meet  him,  and  his  frank  inanners  exercised  an 
irresistible  charm  over  his  subalterns.  When  at  New  York 
he  greatly  impressed  the  Hessians  by  his  courtesy  and  affa- 
bility. *  He  was  extreme!}-  popular  with  the  officers  and 
men,  both  in  the  liritish  and  (jcrman  ranks.  His  faults  were 
even  regarded  as  those  of  a  ciiivalrous  gentleinan.  In  danger 
he  was  impassible.  Munchhauscn  relates  in  his  journal  that, 
for  an  hour,  under  the  heaviest  fire,  Howe  remained  riding 
from  spot  to  spot  perfectly  composed,  and,  at  the  same  time, 
expresses  his  surprise  that  tiiey  were  not  all  destroyed,  f 
One  cannon  ball  came  so  close  as  to  cover  the  party  with 
mud  and  d-irt.  Alunchhausen's  horse  being  shot  under  him, 
in  a  few  hours  Howe  presented  him  with  an  English  charger. 
Whatever  the  discredit  attached  to  the  generalship  of  the 
British  leaders,  want  of  courage  cannot  in  the  slightest  degree 
be  included  in  their  shortcomings.  :J: 

General,  afterwards  sir  Henry  Clinton,  was  the  only  son  of 

*  One  officer  wrote  of  Howe  :  "  Gen.  Howe  ist  mehr  werth  als  eine  Armee. " 

t  "Das  wir  niclit  alle  Fiinfe  zernialnit  worden  sind."     Von  Eelkinn,  p.  loi. 

X  Tlie  followini;  is  the  (lernian  estimate  of  Howe's  character,  written  ninety 
years  after  tliese  events  :  "  Er  war  hei  einem  vornehnien  Anstande  freinullicher 
und  ziivorkomniender  gegen  [edeimann,  l)esass  aber  auch  die  Energie  und 
Tliiitigkeit  nicht  wie  Jener  ;  er  zeigte  sngar  hei  den  wichtigsten  J)ingen  zuweilen 
eine  Leiciitfertigkeit  und  I.iissigkeit,  die  in  seiner  SteUung  unvurzeihlich  zii 
nennen  war.  So  wie  der  altere  Bruder  niiclitern  und  enlhaltsani  war,  zeigte  Sir 
\\  illiam  eine  grosse  Vorliehe  zu  sinnlichen  Eieuden  und  Geniissen  aller  Art, 
vvorui)er  cr  nicht  selten  seine  hohen  I'flichten  als  Feldherr  vergass.  Er  fiihrte 
stets  eine  gute  Kiiche,  gewiihnlich  auch  eine  Maitrcsse  hei  sich  und  sah  es  gerne, 
wenn  auch  Andere  sich  des  Lehens  freuten.  .Audi  war  er  EinfUissen  Anderer 
leidit  zugiinglich,  denen  er  sein  Vertrauen  nicht  selten  etwas  iihereilt  schenkte  ; 
er  liess  sich  daher  leicht  von  Tersonen  leiten  oder  bestimmen,  die  er  in  IJetreff 
ihrer  Fiihigkeiten  weit  iihersah.  Diese  Schwiichen  rechnete  man  ihin  in  danialiger 
Zeit  hei  seinon  sonstigen  gulen  J'jgenschaften  niclit  so  hoch  an,  als  man  heuligeu 
Tags  thun  wiirde  ;  sie  galten  hei  Vielen  sogar  als  chevaleresk.  Daher  kam  es 
auch,  (lass  .Sir  William  von  den  OfTicieren  und  Soldaten  heider  National itiiten 
gelieht  und  geachtet  wurde,  wie  selten  ein  Feldlierr. " 

Die  deutchen  Hiilfstrujipen  im  nordamerikanischen  Hefreiuugskriege,  1776 
bis  1783.      Max  von  Eelking.      Hanover,  1863,  I,,  p.  29. 
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admiral  C'linton,  the  second  son  of  the  sixth  carl  of  Lincoln. 
The  father  had  been  jfovernor  of  Newfoundland  from  1732 
to  1 741  and  afterwards  ^'overnor  of  New  York  to  174S.  The 
date  of  Clinton's  birth  is  iniknown.  .At  the  time  of  his  pro- 
ceeding^ to  America  he  was  under  forty.  He  commenced  his 
military  life  in  the  New  York  militia  as  captain-lieutenant. 
In  1751  he  became  a  lieutenant  in  the  Coldstreams.  Seven 
years  later  he  was  captain  and  lieutenant-colonel  in  the 
Grenadiers.  He  accompanied  his  regiment  to  German)-,  and 
from  his  gallantry  was  appointed  aide-de-camp  to  prince 
Ferdinand  of  Brunswick.  I  lis  career  in  Germany  was  in 
every  way  distinguished,  lie  was  rapidly  promoted  to  a 
colonelcy,  and  was  appointed  to  the  command  of  the  12th 
regiment.  In  1772  he  became  major-general.  Shortly  after- 
wards he  was  elected  for  Borough  Bridge:  in  1774  he  had 
been  returned  for  Newark  through  the  interest  of  his  cousin, 
the  second  duke  of  Newcastle.  Clinton's  antecedents  conse- 
(juently  entitled  him  to  the  position  he  obtained,  for  he  had  a 
good  militarj-  record.  Moreover  he  was  an  excellent  linguist. 
Owing  to  his  speaking  German  readily,  his  knowledge  of 
German  manners,  and  his  kind!}-  genial  nature,  he  was  as 
much  belovetl  by  the  German  troops  as  by  the  regular  ami)'.* 
Tne  name  of  the  third  general  John  Burgo)'ne,  is  one  not 
likel)' to  be  unknown  even  to  the  superficial  reader  of  history ; 
for  by  the  surrender  of  his  force  on  the  Hudson  in  1777,  he 
gave  the  imi)etus  to  the  colonial  cause,  which  retrieved  it  from 
ruin,  and  his  defeat  maybe  described  as  laying  the  foundation 
for  the  ultimate  attainment  of  .\merican  independence.  .As 
this  memorable  campaign  was  organized  from  Canada,  it  will 
be  my  duty  to  give  a  narrative  of  it  ///  extenso. 

*  "Clinton,  der  nun  dus  Oht'iconinKindo  iiheinommen  lKT.;te  war  eiiier  der 
liiclitigsten  mul  tliiiiigsten  Ceneialc,  (lal)ei  eiii  (jefiiUiger,  luinianer  .Mann. 
Xanientlich  war  er  bci  ilen  DeiUsclien  selir  heliebt,  da  er  ilire  Sprache  and  .Sitte 
kannte.  Clinton  war  nimdicli  ini  siclicnjaliris^cii  Ivriegc  niit  einern  eni^lischeii 
Corps  aus  Kiij^land  nach  Deulschlarid  luMiil)ergckoinnicn,  und  lialte  fast  ilen 
ganzen  Krieg  hei  der  alliirten  Arniee  mil  durcligefocliten.  Der  Her/.og  Ferdinand 
liatte  den  inlelligenteii  OHicicr,  danials  C'aiiilain,  als  einen  seiner  .Adjiilanlen 
angenoninien.  Ilier  liatte  er  die  heste  .Sclude  geliabl,  und  d.\s,  was  er  hier 
lernte,  spiiterhin  wohl  /u  benul/en  gewusst."     Von   Kelking.  II.,  p.  8. 
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liiirgoync  had  been  rcUiriicd  for  Preston  in  1768  bj- the  all- 
powerful  influence  of  the  Derby  family,  a  place  which  he  con- 
tinued to  represent  to  his  death,  liorn  in  1722,  at  this  date 
Burt;oyne  was  fifty-five.  He  was  the  yountjer  son  of  captain, 
afterwards  sir  John  lkn\y[oyne,  a  inenibcr  of  a  family  of 
respectability.  1  lis  father  had  bcifun  life  in  the  army,  and 
was  one  of  those  reckless  men  of  that  time,  who  spent  all  they 
could  lay  their  hands  upon,  and  as  a  consequence  passed  no 
little  of  his  time  in  prison  for  debt.  He  was  so  unknown  in 
la  haute  socictc,  that  Horace  Walpole  was  even  unacquainted 
with  his  name.  ]iur<^()yne's  mother  was  Anna  l^urnestone, 
re[)rescnted  to  have  been  the  possessor  of  a  fortune,  and  a 
great  beauty.  The  latter  can  well  be  believed,  for  Burgoyne 
was  singularly  handsome,  as  the  jjortrait,  after  a  picture  by 
Ramsay,  taken  when  he  visited  Rome,  thoroughly  establishes. 
The  father  brought  to  grief  the  wife's  fortune  and  her  bcaut\-, 
for  she  is  spoken  of  as  being  in  some  form  la  bonne  avtie  of 
lord  Bingley.  Such  was  the  openly  written  scandal  of  the 
times.  Mrs.  lUirgoyne,  however,  was  as  the  French  say  a 
fcminc  coNverte,  and  it  was  a  family  business.  Lord  Bingley 
was  certainly  Burgoyne's  god-father,  furthered  his  fortunes 
through  life,  ami  left  him  a  handsome  legacy.  We  Jiave  a 
letter  from  the  sister  of  lady  Charlotte  Burgoyne  (a  Stanley) 
telling  us  that  lady  Bingley  was  jealous  of  "  poor  Mrs. 
Burgoyne,"  and  so  raised  these  disagreeable  stories.  What- 
ever the  facts,  Burgoyne's  family  was,  in  the  sense  of  social 
rank,  highly  respectable. 

At  Westminster,  where  he  was  educated,  he  became 
acquainted  with  lord  Strange,  son  of  the  eleventh  earl  of 
Derby,  who,  dying  before  his  father,  never  succeeded  to  the 
title,  but  his  son  became  the  twelfth  earl.  Burgoyne  entered 
the  army,  and  at  twenty-two  was  captain  in  the  13th  light 
dragoons.  A  year  previously,  he  had  run  away  with  lady 
Charlotte  Stanley,  lord  Strange's  sister.  As  lie  found  he 
coukl  not  live  as  he  thought  he  should  do,  he  left  the  service 
in  1747,  and  retired  to  France,  where  he  picked  up  that 
imperfect    knowledge    of    French,   which    pas.sed    with    his 
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contemporaries  as  beiii;^  so  admirable.  MiirLjoyiic  never  had 
any  doubts  of  liis  own  excellence  in  this  respect,  for  he 
parades  his  lettc-rs  in  his  "State  of  the  expedition"  as  above 
all  criticism.  It  is  in-  no  meaiis  a  rare  occurrence  at  this  day, 
to  meet  this  insensibility  to  a  want  of  knowledi^e  of  idioin 
and  st\'le,  which  certainly  does  not  arise  from  excessive 
modesty  of  character. 

When  the  war  broke  out,  Hur^oyne's  interest  enabled  him 
to  regain  re-admission  into  the  ;irmy  as  jum'or  captain  in  the 
nth  lit^ht  draj^oons.  There  have  been  few  more  dashint; 
cavalry  officers  ;  his  <(ood  looks,  his  )-outh.  his  coura<:jc,  his 
vanity,  the  unhappy  element  of  his  character,  made  him  a 
model  o(  ii  sii/>/r//r.  lie  served  al  the  attack  on  Cherbouri;', 
and  at  Saint  Mahj.  On  his  return  to  I'Jit^land  he  was  pro- 
moted to  be  capl.iin  and  lieutenant-colonel  in  the  C'oldstreams, 
and  afterwards  placed  in  command  of  the  l6th  dratroons,  then 
lately  raised,  known  as  Hurs^oN-ne's  lit^ht  horse.  He  l)rou<^ht 
this  rejjiment  to  the  hit^hest  point  of  efficienc)',  and  the 
cavalry  memoirs  written  by  him  remain  worth)'  of  attention. 
He  was  present  at  the  attack  on  Hellcisle,  and  in  1762 
accompanied  the  force  to  Portugal,  and  served  under  the 
celebrated  count  La  Lippc.  Ikn\^o)'ne  behaved  admirably, 
and  at  Valcntia,  on  the  27th  of  Aui^ust,  his  conduct  was  the 
theme  of  special  praise,  and  made  the  text  of  a  report  tc; 
lord  liute,  then  first  minister,  lie  received  a  present  of  a 
diamond  rins^"  from  the  kini;'  of  Portu;4al.  Bur_<;oyne  was 
promoted  to  a  colonelcy,  and  he  returned  to  l^n^Iand,  having 
gained  great  cr/df  in  the  campaign.  .At  this  date  he  was 
member  Am-  Alidluust,  and  took  his  seat  in  the  house,  lie 
now  pos.sessed  a  high  reputation  in  scjcial  life.  His  pen  was 
always  facile,  and  his  .-'(V'.v  </(•  socictc,  which  do  not  now-a-days 
perfectly  repa\'  reading,  gained  him  admirers.  He  wrote  pro- 
logues for  amateur  theatricals,  and,  later  in  life,  several  plays. 
He  lived  a  great  ileal,  in  theatrical  circles,  and  was  a  member 
of  clubs  where  high  play  at  faro  was  the  habit.  Jum'us  hints 
at  his  being  guilty  of  cheating,  but  the  accusation  was 
unfounded.     Burgoyne  doubtless  plaj-ed  high  at  times,  it  is 

2A 


Imn 


ItKAVi  <{ 


^»6 


TIIK    HISTORV  OF   CANADA. 


firrs 


probable  often  u  ith  recklessness  ;  but  lie  was  incapable  of 
meanness  in  an}'  form.  His  faults  did  not  lie  in  this  direc- 
tion. Of  the  three  officers  Jkiri^oync  had  the  hii^hest  hold  on 
the  public  consideration.  He  was  personall)-  lil<ed  b\'  the 
/  kincj,  and  had  many  powerful  friends  ;  it  ma)',  however,  be 
safely  said  that  he  cnved  his  appointment  to  the  general  con- 
fidence in  his  ability,  experience  and  coiirat^e.* 

Mr.  de  l''onblaiique,  in  his  life  of  lUirL^oyne,  has  pul)lislied 
a  memorandum  with  his  letters  of  this  date,  written  to  further 
the  views  he  himself  entertained,  which  throw  light  upon  the 
inner  political  circle  gathered  around  the  king.  Ikirgoync's 
desire  was  to  obtain  an  independent  command  ;  he  had  cast 
his  eye  upon  the  government  of  New  \'ork,  and  he  was 
anxious,  without  abaiuli  ning  his  military  rank  and  appoint- 
ments, to  take  a  prominent  part  in  civil  life,  lie  had  formed 
the  opinion  that  lord  I  lowe  felt  great  disinclination  to  proceed 
to  ]^ost(<n.  .Although  the  explanation  given  was  the  recollec- 
tion that  the  people  of  Massachusetts  had  erected  a  monu- 
ment to  the  memory  of  his  brother,  Hurgoyne  discovered 
the  real  cause  was  distrust  of  the  ability  of  lord  Gage. 
Ikirgoyne,  who  never  at  any  time  was  delicate  in  furthering 
his  own  interests,  relates  his  interviews  with  lord  \f)rth,  ami 
the  prominent  members  of  the  clique  who  formed  the  ex- 
ministerial  council  of  the  king,  Jenkinson,  lord  George 
Gcrinaine  and  sir  Gilbert  IClliott.  This  happened  eaily  in 
1775  ;  he  found  Gcnnainc  had  more  iiif(M'niation  on  the 
subject,  more  enlarged  sentiments  and  more  spirit  than  any 
of  the  ministers  with  whom  he  conversed  ;  and  Germaine 
admitted  that  he  took  a  leading  part  in  all  discussions  upon 
American  affairs.  No  consultation  was  held  between  the 
ministiy  and  the  newly-appointed  generals.  They  thus 
started  upon  their  difficult  duty  without  preci.se  orders,  with 

•  The  dineience  between  the  promise  of  Huij^oyne'.s  success  in  the  camp.nign 
and  its  deplorable  termination,  recalls  lo  mind  'i'acitus'  words  with  regard  to 
(ialba  :  [I  listoriaruni  I.,  )).  49.]  "  iHim  vigebat  aetas  niililari  laiule  apiid 
Germanias  tloruit.  I'roconsule  Africam  moderate,  jam  senior  citcriorem  Ilispa- 
niam  pari  justilia  continuit  major  privato,  visus  diim  pr'vatus  fuit,  et  omnium 
consensu  capax  Imperii  ni^i  iniperasset." 
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lit)  tlicory  of  what  polic\'  was  to  he  followed,  and  without  any 
clear  understanding;  of  the  end  that  was  to  be  attained.  Some 
.seini-official  dinners  were  t^ivcn,  in  the  hope  that  the  subject 
mi|^ht  be  informally  discussed.  The  stc|)  was  taken  at  I'ird 
(ieorj.;e  (Jiermainc's  sU5.j<4estion,  but  nothing  was  said  durini; 
these  meetinf.;s.  Hurj.joyne  entirely  failed  in  his  desire  to 
obtain  New  York,  and  he  concludes  with  the  notification 
that  North  informed  him,  that  tlie  appointment  was  to  be  left 
with  ("ia<.,fe  ;  upon  which  Hur<j^o\'nc  replied,  that  he  knew  that 
Howe  was  makin;^  ever)-  interest  to  [.^ain  the  appointment, 
and  that  doubtless  a  private  hint  would  be  given  to  Gage  as 
to  its  disposal. 

The  memorandum  is  of  value  as  shewing  that  lord  North, 
when  po.ssessing  full  power,  was  conducting  the  policy  of 
the  nation  in  accord  with  the  irresponsible  private  advisers 
of  the  king. 

The  troops,  with  the  three  major-generals,  left  on  the 
::4th  of  February.  The  latter,  in  the  "Cerberus"  man-of-war, 
arrived  at  Boston  on  the  25th  of  May.  The  first  news  heard 
was  the  ill  success  of  the  event  of  the  19th  of  April,  and  the 
general  feeling  of  disgust,  and  even  consternation  which 
affected  the  town.  The  whole  neighbouring  country  had 
risen  in  revolt.  Iku'goyne,  dissatisfied  with  his  subordinate 
position,  was  not  encouraged  b)-  the  situation  in  which  he 
found  the  force.  We  learn  from  his  letters  the  condition  in 
which  the  troops  were  placed.  They  were  addressed  to  lord 
North,  lord  Rochfort  and  the  military  secretary,  Ilervey,  and 
are  deliberate,  carefully-writtcMi  narratives  of  what  he  observed. 
They  clearly  cstablisli  the  incompetence  of  Gage  for  his 
position.  He  was  living  passively  amid  the  stirring  events 
which  were  taking  place,  without  making  an}-  attempt  to  con- 
trol them;  paralysed  by  indecisit)n  ;  a  spectator,  not  an  actor, 
when  the  continent  was  giving  unmistakable  signs  that 
resistance  to  the  i)ower  he  represented  was  being  actively 
organized.  With  the  command  of  the  sea,  his  garrison  was 
reduced  to  salt  provisions,  and  cattle  were  carried  off  from 
the  islands  under  the  guns  of  the  war  ship.s.     The  admiral. 
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Graves,  shewed  even  "greater  iiicapacit)'.  Dissatisfied  with  ail 
he  saw,  Hiii};f)yiie  applied  for  permission  to  return  thnin^ 
the  winter,  not  to  avoiil  the  campaign,  but  to  obtain  a  more 
congenial  pcjsition. 

To  I  lervey  he  wrote  very  plainly  about   the  ineffieiency  of 
the  departments  of  the  c|uartermiister  ^'eiieral   ami  adjutant- 
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antl  arlillerj'-horses,  and  the  minutiw  necessary  to  the  move- 
ment of  troops.  i\l)()\e  all  there  was  no  monc)-.  The 
{^eneral  had  been  notified  that  £^o,QOO  was  to  be  sent  ; 
X  10,000  only  had  arrived.  Where  was  the  other  amount? 
Where  did  it  lie,  who  received  the  interest?  Officers  iiail  to 
pay  ten  per  cent  on  their  bills,  when  they  were  able  to  obtain 
money,  now  there  was  none  to  be  liad.  Difficulty  was 
experienced  in  meeting  the  ordinary  daily  expenses  of  living. 
The  price  of  food  had  immensely  increa.scd.  Fresh  meat 
could  only  be  bought  for  its  weight  in  g(»ld,  when  it  could 
be  i)rocured.  No  one  would  sell  provisions  to  the  troops  ; 
they  were  prevented  by  terrorism.  Those  who  did  so  were 
held  u[)  to  obUxjuy  and  their  lives  even  were  unsafe.  The 
onl)'  wood  obtainable  was  \\  hat  the  troo[)s  themselves  had 
cut  and  carted  to  their  barracks.  Kigb>'  was  then  l)ay- 
master  of  the  forces.  The  reader  of  Junius  may  recollect  his 
"blushing  merit";  he  was  one  of  the  most  astute  of  the 
"  Ik'dford   gang."*     It  was  he  who  was  respcjiisible  for  the 

*  We  art  indebted  to  llie  pen  of  Wraxall  for  a  portrait  of  this  notorious  person: 
"  Kiijby,  sole  paymaster  of  liie  forces,  occupietl  scarcely  an  inferior  place  to 
Jeiikinsoii  in  tiie  public  estimation,  as  if  lie  had  meant  to  shew  that  lie  acted 
independently  of  ministers — he  never  sat  on  the  government  side  of  the  Ilouhc  ; 
but  lie  did  not  on  that  account  j^ivethe  less  (|ualilied  support  to  the  administration. 
When  in  his  place  he  was  invariably  habited  in  a  full-dressed  suit  of  clothes, 
commonly  of  a  dark  or  ])urple  colour,  without  lace  or  embroidery,  close  buttoned, 
with  his  sword  thrust  throuf^li  the  pocket.  I  lis  countenance  was  very  expressive, 
but  not  of  genius  ;  still  less  did  it  indicate  timidity  or  modesty.  All  the  comforts 
of  the  i)ay-(iffice  seemed  to  be  elociuently  depictured  in  it,  and  the  liiiiwn  piirpu- 
reiim  which  beamed  from  iiis  features,  served  as  a  comment  on  the  text  of  Junius, 
when  he  panegyrises  the  Duke  of  Hedford's  solitary  protection  of  'blushing 
merit'  in  Mr.  Rigby's  person.  There  was  a  happy  audacity  about  his  forehead, 
which  must  have  been  the  gift  of  Nature ;  Art  could  never  attain  to  it  by  any 
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faihiic  in  the  siipplv  of  nvone\-,  and  tciually  for  siippressiiif; 
an  allowance  of  five  hundred  pounds,  which  the  kinij  had 
ordered  to  be  paid  to  eacii  of  tlie  three  {generals  for  outfit. 
Htn-LjoN-ne  wrote  to  IIerve\-  that  lord  North  had  informed 
Inin  of  the  fact,  and  that  I'ownall,  to  his  know  led;4e,  liail 
undertaken  that  the  order  shoidd  be  coininunicated  to  (laj^c, 
but  it  was  never  done.  Nm'ei  cheless,  w  iti>  the  r(.'Cord  of  this 
neglect  and  disregard  of  all  diit\ ,  as  the  result  of  one  of  tlie 
most  aristocratic  j^ovenunents  which  ever  existed,  there  are 
men  wIk)  express  dread  of  liberal  institutions. 

.Seven  iVesh  ret^iments  had  arrived.  C)ne  was  stationed  at 
Salem,  the  new  seat  of  <,fovcrmnent.  One  in  Castle  William 
in  Hoston  harl:,)in-,  and  fi\(;  in  the  city,  cooped  up  without 
intelh\^fence  of  what  was  taking;  place,  as  the>'  were  without 
fresh  provisions,  'riiere  was  no  money  to  pay  spies.  The 
conunandin;^'  officers,  not  onl)'  were  not  informed  of  what  was 
taking  plac«  in  conj^ress,  but  were  ignorant  of  w  hat  happened 
half  a  mile  distant :  the  more  mortifx'ini;-,  as  Btir<;oyne  wrote, 
that  the  information  was  purchasable.  In  his  letters  he 
recommended  the  emplo)'meiit  of  a  stront;'  division  to  force 
the  ascent  of  tht:  lluilson,  a  powerful  bod\^  of  men  at  the 
same  time  actin.L,^  from  Canada:  it  is  the  first  sketch  of  the 
cam|jaiL;n  which  was  to  pro\e  so  disastnnis  to  his  fortunes. 

The  events  which  foUoweil  the  affair  at  Ixwini^ton  are  .so 
well  known  and  undisputed,  that  the\'  call  for  slij^ht  mention. 
The  extreme  part\'  became  exerywherc  dominant,  aiul  in  the 
leading  provinces  measures  were  taken  for  immeiliate  resist- 
ance. The  conj^ress  of  Massachusetts  voted  the  enrolment 
of  13,000  men,  callint;-  upon  the  rcmainint^^  New  lCnL;iand 
colonies  to  increase  the  number  to  30,000.  Paper  money 
was  issued  to  the  amount  ofi'ioo.ooo;  Rhode  Island  voted 
1,500  men  ;  Connecticut  6,000:  New  Hampshire  determined 

ftTorl.s.  lie  scumed  neither  to  Icar,  ncjr  even  lo  res])ect,  the  House,  whose  com- 
position he  well  knew;  and  to  the  members  of  which  assem])ly  he  never  a|)peare(l 
to  j^ive  credit  for  any  portion  of  virtue,  jjatriotisui,  or  public  spirit.  Far  from 
concealing  these  sentiments,  he  insinuated,  or  even  pronounced,  them  without 
disguise,  and  from  his  lips,  they  neitlier  excited  surprise,  nor  even  conniionly 
awakened  reprehension. " 


1 


'Ml 


ft:  * 


1(1 

i 


I 


!)■ 


,  !      •' 


ii^i 


ll  il'l 


in 
i:  I 

'1 


:|l 


?:' 


■Il 


390 


TIIK    IlIS|-(3kV  OK   CAXADA. 


[1775 


to  await  the  action  of  congress,  summoned  to  meet  in  May. 
In  New  York  there  was  o[)position  to  the  revokitionaiy 
movement,  but  tlie  correspoiuh'ng  committee  drew  up  a  dcchi- 
ration  of  riL;hts,  which  every  one  was  called  up(jn  to  sign, 
those  declining  to  tlo  so  becoming  marketl  men.  At  I'liila- 
delphia,  volunteer  armed  associations  were  formed.  In 
Virginia,  Ilenr)-  came  again  activel\'  to  the  frcjnt.  .Strc>ng 
.sympathy  with  New  I'^ngiand  was  e.xpressctl  in  North 
Carolina.  The  continental  troops,  h(nvever,  assembled  in 
small  numbers  and  slowly  at  Boston  ;  and,  up  to  the  midille 
of  Ma)-,  those  present  might  have  been  dispersed  if  Ciage  liad 
been  active  in  his  duties  ami  in  a  positicju  to  lake  the  field. 
No  attempt  10  dislodge  them  was  made.  The  \er)-  inactivil}- 
of  the  large  force  at  P)Oston,  the  onl\-  spot  in  .\merica  south 
of  the  Saint  Lawrence  where  there  was  a  semblance  of  British 
power,  caused  those  who  were  wavering  in  their  opinion  to 
deciile  in  favour  of  armed  resist.uice.  The  .ictive  mincjrit)- 
were  thus  enabled  to  commit  the  whole  population  to  its 
su[)port.  Tlv,  failure  to  take  an\-  steps  to  resist  the  hostile 
movement,  which  had  its  origin  in  the  aflair  at  Le.\iiigt(;n, 
suggested  that  the  onl\'  safet\-  obtainable  to  person  and 
property  by  those  op[)osed  to  separation  was  b\'  their  accept- 
ance of  the  coloiii;  1  cause. 

An  event  had  at  this  lime  taken  place  on  lake  Champlaiu 
which  grealK'  strengthened  the  revolutionar\-  partw  'iherc 
had  been  a  conlro\ers}-  between  the  settlers  on  the  east  of 
lake  C"liam[ilain,  the  present  state  of  Vermont  and  the  New 
V'ork  legislalu.-e,  relative  to  the  sovereignty  o\er  the  territory. 
The  pcjpulation,  small  as  it  was  numerical  1\-,  claimed  to  be 
independent  of  that  ])rovince.  and  had  shewn  a  tletermina- 
tion  to  establish  a  sepaiale  govermnenl.  The  legislature  of 
New  N'ork,  resenting  this  defiance  of  its  jurisdiction,  liad  gone 
to  tiic  length  of  offering  a  reward  for  the  ap^  reliension  of  the 
persons  i)rominent  in  this  agitation.  It  Wiis,  however,  the 
time  of  revolution  antl  defiance  of  law,  and  these  few  settlers, 
"Green  Mountain  Boys"  as  they  called  themselves,  felt 
themselves  justified  in  following  the  example  of  congress  aiu! 
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accordini^ly  tlctcrniincd  to  free  iheniselvcs  from  a  relationship 
which  they  reinuliatcd.  A  convention,  conscciucntl)',  had 
been  called  in  April,  when  the  authority  of  New  Vo;k  was 
openI\-  denietl,  and  steps  taki.n  to  establish  an  independent 
coninuniity. 

It  was  no  doubt  considered  :iulis|)ensable  to  obtain,  if  pos- 
sible, the  sympathy  of  conLjress  w  ith  this  movement.  In  the 
discussions  which  h.ad  arisen  as  to  the  policy  to  be  folk)wed,in 
the  event  of  res(jrt  bcinj^"  had  to  armetl  resistance,  the  seizure 
of  the  two  forts,  ricondero^L;a  and  Crown  I'oint,  commandiiiL^ 
the  southern  part  of  lake  Champlain,  had  been  consiilered 
as  necessary  to  the  success  of  the  provincial  cause.  On 
hearing;'  the  news  of  the  fij^ht  at  I  .e.\inL;ton,  the  inhabitants 
of  W-rmont  orLjanized  an  e.xpetlition,  ami  earl)'  in  May  had 
obtained  possession  f)f  them.  I  will  relate  this  event  more 
particularh'  in  the  succeedini;  hook,  in  which  I  describe  the 
Canadian  campait^n  of  the  j'car. 

On  the  assembl)'  of  the  continc'ilal  congress  at  lMiikuU:lphia, 
in  i\Ia\-,  one  of  the  fust  measures  was  to  form  the  l)od\'  into 
a  committee  of  tlic  whole.  Aj^ain  was  repeated  the  oft  made 
declaration,  there  was  no  desire  of  severint^'  the  connection 
with  the  mother  countr_\-,  and  that  all  the  colom'sts  hoped  for 
was  peace  ;  but  at  the  same  time,  the  recommendation  was 
made,  that  the  countrj- should  be  pkiced  in  a  position  to  resist 
arbitral}-  taxation  by  parliament.  It  was  \-oted  that  il  was 
useless  again  to  address  parliament  ;  but  l)ickenson  was  able 
to  carry  a  motion  that  a  petition  slunild  be  sent  to  the  king. 
It  was  resolved  that  no  pro\isions  should  be  supplied  to  the 
regular  arm\'  or  nav\\  no  nionex'  given  for  the  bills  of  exchange 
of  officers  ;  and  that  no  coiom'al  vessel  should  be  used  for 
the  transportation  (jf  troo[)s.  .\  comniillee  was  appointetl 
to  draft  atUlresses  to  the  people  of  (ireat  Ihitain,  of  Ireland, 
of  Jamaica,  and  the  "oppressed  people  of  Canada."  .\  tlay 
for  fasting  and  piajer  was  named.  It  was  resohed  that  no 
obedience  was  dv\c  to  the  altered  charter  of  Massachusetts. 
The  cfjiicenlralion  of  the  men  calletl  out  followed.  Wash- 
ington  was    unanimously    appointed    connnander-in-clnef,    a 
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selection  whicli  undoubtedly  assured  the  independence  of  the 
revolted  provinces. 

The  troops  of  contijress  assembled  around  Boston,  to  the 
number  of  sixteen  thousand,  and  althouj^h  the  royal  forces 
in  the  city  of  l^oston  amounted  to  ten  thousand,  an  attempt 
was  commcnccJ  to  blockade  them  within  the  limits  of  the 
town. 

For  the  succeed in;,,^  two  months,  althouL^h  the  scattered 
condition  of  the  provincial  Iroojjs,  their  want  of  discipline,  the 
absence  of  orLjani/.ation,  and  the  imperfect  manner  in  which 
they  were  armed,  would  have  made  it  almost  impossible  to 
resist  a  well-directctl  attack  In'  the  British  troops,  Gajre 
remained  perrectl\-  ([\iiescciit.  The  onl\-  c\i)lanati()n  possible 
for  this  inactivity,  and  unless  substantiated  it  would  seem 
to  be  out  of  tii  •  pale  of  probabilit)-,  is  that  furnished  by 
Hur<^oyne  in  his  letters  :  that  neither  horses,  nor  provisions, 
nor  the  necessary  material  for  the  ficld,  permitted  any  such 
enterprise.*  That  such  should  have  been  the  case,  was  owint^ 
to  the  miserable  inc(:in[)ctence  of  the  hi  me  ministry,  espe- 
ciall}'  of  Dartmouth.  The  larL;e  force  had  been  despatched, 
without  the  means  of  sending;-  it  five  miles  from  the  wharf 
where  the  troops  landed.     Germaine  to  the  last  affected  to 


*  'I'lie  l.Tiit;u:ip;e  of  l>Mr;;oyiK;  is  iinmisl.ikalili,'.  It  is  fdiind  in  a  letter 
adilresscd  111  I Icivcy,  military  sccrctiiry -Tt  llic  iloise  (luanls,  ami  lirst  puiilisheil 
by  .Mr.  (le  l''()ii!)l,iii(|\ie  (|\  140).  The  imsilioii  held  by  Merveyis  a  guarantee 
that  IJiirtjoyiie  woidd  make  no  such  coiniilaint  unless  able  peifeclly  to  substantiate 
it.  What  skives  L;realer  iiittrest  to  the  >tatemeiH  is,  that  it  was  macle  on  tlie  141!! 
of  June,  three  da;-s  before  tile  attack  on  the  fortifications  of  Hunker's  Hill.  "At 
my  arrival  I  found  a.niy  and  town  unrecovered  from  the  consternation  into  wiiich 
they  had  been  thrown  by  the  ill-success  of  .April  19th.  and  finm  the  s^'eneral  revolt 
which  had  followed.  I  lament  the  maimer  in  which  the  plan  cif  that  day  was 
conceived  aivd  executed,  and  the  L;eneral  slate  of  our  mililaiy  nianatjement  ;  great 
part  ''(  om  defeats  |?  defects|  owini;  to  want  of  capacity  in  the  departments  of  the 
Quarter-Master-tieiKial,  and  .\djutant-(ieneial  ;         *  *         * 

"The  necessity  of  exeitions  in  i'.nnland  to  put  us  in  a  condition  to  act, 
particul.nly  in  the  jjreat  articles  of  majjazines,  of  which  we  are  totally  tielicient, 
as  well  as  of  bread-wat'gons,  bat-horses,  arlilieiydiorses,  and  many  olhtr  articles 
necessary  for  an  army  to  move  to  a  distance — but  chietly  money,  with  which  the 
military  chest  is  unprovided." 
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believe  that,  there  was  a  loyal  population  wiiich  would  furnish 
all  that  was  necessary  in  the  shape  of  provisions  and  trans- 
port. But  that  a  ministry  which  had  adopted  the  threatening 
policy  of  scndint^  out  troops  to  coniinence  active  operations 
in  the  colonj-,  which  had  been  pronounced  to  be  in  a  state  of 
rebellion,  should  assume  that  what  they  omitted  to  jM'ovidc 
could  be  readih'  and  easily  obtained  on  the  spot,  shews  an 
extent  of  fatuitj-  scarcely  credible,  l^y  man)-  of  the  popula- 
tion the  British  soldier  was  regarded  as  an  enemy,  and  to 
refuse  him  food  was  consitlered  a  virtue.  No  more  deplorable 
spectacle  of  folly  was  ever  witnessed.  Unhappily,  in  any 
dilemma  of  this  character,  ("lage  had  neither  the  genius,  the 
determination,  nor  the  atiministrativc  ability  to  rise  superior 
to  the  situation.  .All  he  could  do  was  to  remain  passive  and 
pcrniit  the  revolution  to  drift  fcM'wanl. 

One  cxtraordinar\-  mark  of  neglect  on  Gage's  part  was  his 
failure  to  seize  the  two  heights  (jf  Breed's  and  Bunker's  hill, 
bchinil  the  town  of  Charleston,  separateil  from  l^oston  by  a 
narrow  stretch  of  water.  These  eminences  dominated  the 
lower  grouiul,  and  in  possession  of  an  enemy  might  furnish 
a  point  for  cannonading  the  city.  Gage  finallj'  decided  to 
occupy  the  position.  I\ver\'thing  that  Gage  proposed  became 
known.  On  the  night  of  the  15th  of  June,  some  engineers 
from  the  provincial  camp  were  sent  to  J-Jreed's  hill  to  throw 
up  intrcnchnicnts,  and  to  hold  the  ground.  'I'lie  work  on 
which  the_\-  were  engaged  was  seen  on  the  lollowing  morning 
bv  the  British  w  ith  suri)rise,  and  an  order  was  given  to  brine 
the  cannon  from  the  ships  to  bear  ujion  them.  The  fire 
proved  of  little  avail,  and  as  the  completion  of  the  intrench- 
ments  was  persevered  in,  it  was  resolved  on  the  16th  of  June 
to  dislodge  those  engagctl  in  their  construction. 

In  the  atlernoon  at  three,  the  .iltempt  was  made  to  storm 
the  heights.  It  is  scarcelx-  possible  to  believe  that  the  troops 
were  encumbered  w  ith  their  knap.sacks  and  three  days'  pro- 
visions, and  had  to  scramble  up  a  hill  eighty-five  feet  in 
height,  covered  with  brushwood  and  occasional  fences.  As 
they  came  upon   the  ground   the}-  weie   fneil   upon  b}'  some 
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riflemen  posted  in  tlie  houses  in  tlic  suhurij  of  Ch;irIeston ;  so 
Howe,  who  was  in   conimaiKi,  .i;ave  orders  to  burn  the  place. 

The  proper  mode  of  attack  would  have  been  to  have 
occupietl  the  ijround  at  the  neck  of  Breed's  hill,  and  to  have 
made  the  attack  by  the  rear  ;  but  b}'  the  blunderinj^'  whicli 
was  characteristic  of  this  unhajipy  war,  the  attempt  was  made 
to  storm  the  position  from  the  front  directl)'  1)>'  the  ascent. 
Had  tlie  former  course  been  taken  with  some  stront;' battalions 
and  artillerj',  there  is  not  much  doubt  that  little  resistance 
would  have  been  experiencetl.  .As  it  was,  the  men  in  the 
intense  heat  of  a  June  day,  present  in  the  field  in  heavy 
marching  order,  had  to  force  their  wa\'  up  the  ru^i;etl  ;^r<nmd 
to  make  the  attack.  'Ihe  provincials  in  the  intrenclunent 
reserved  their  fire  until  the  near  approach  of  the  colimni,  and 
the  men  were  shot  down  as  they  advanced,  by  the  numbers 
in  position  on  the  height :  the  line  recoiled.  Again  the 
advance  was  made,  and  again  the  volley  so  disordered  the 
ranks  that  thcv  retreated. 

Anotliei  disgraceful  piece  of  negligence  was,  (hat  the  balls 
sent  over  for  the  ginis  were  too  large  to  be  used,  so  the 
artiller\-  could  not  be  brought  mto  action.  It  was  a  critical 
moment,  when,  without  orders,  Clinton  moved  two  battalions 
under  his  conunand  across  the  water.  The  troops  were  rallieil, 
aiul  with  the  reinforcement  the  charge  was  again  made.  J'he 
intrenchment  was  irresistibl}-  carried  at  the  bayonet's  point. 
The  provincials  were  dislodged  i)ni.\  put  to  fiighl.  While  [>ass- 
ing  the  neck  of  land  the}'  suffered  from  the  fire  of  two  cross 
batteries.  Aljout  two  thcjusand  Hritisli  troops  were  engaged  ; 
of  this  luunber,  nineteen  officers,  two  hundred  and  se\en  rank 
and  file  were  kilUnl  :  se\enty  officers,  seven  hundred  and 
fiflj'-eight  rank  and  file  wounded.  The  provincials'  loss  is 
variously  given  iVoin  one  hunilred  and  fifteen  to  one  hundred 
and  fort\--fi\e  killed  ;  from  two  humlred  and  twenty-si.K  to 
three  huiulred  and  four  wounded  ;  and  thirty  taken  prisoners. 
It  is  difficult  to  determine  the  number  of  provincials  in  the 
field  ;  they  have  been  estimated  from  four  to  seven  thousand  ; 
but  w  hatever  the  number,  the  men  present  were  ecpial  to  the 
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duty  a.ssi<rned  them.  Accustomed  to  the  use  of  fire-arms, 
all  that  was  exacted  was  to  remain  steacU*,  ami  fire  with 
deliberation  on  the  advancin;^  column. 

The  fiyht  at  Ikmker's  hill  had  this  importance:  it  proved 
that  the  colonists  were  prepared  to  fit^ht,  and  would  do  so; 
that  the)'  were  expert  in  usini;  the  arms  they  possessed,  and 
in  certain  circumstances  would  pro\e  fornn'dable  antagonists. 
It  was  the  commencement  of  a  war  to  be  distinguished  by 
conditions  unknown  in  luu'opean  warfare,  which  the  absence 
of  caution,  the  fatuity  of  self-indulgent  habits,  and  the  incom- 
petence of  the  British  generals,  to  the  last,  i)revcntetl  them 
from  thoroughly  understanding. 

I  caimot  see  that  there  is  ground  for  the  opinion  that  the 
action  at  Jkiid<cr's  hill  exercised  the  great  intluence  on  the 
revolutionary  movement  that  has  been  assigned  to  it.  It 
awoke  no  new  ebullition  of  sentiment,  for  the  passions  of 
men  had  been  sufficienth'  excited  b\-  the  event  of  Lexington. 
And  although  the  event  bore  full  testimon\'  to  the  determin- 
ation  of  the  colonists  who  were  [)resent  and  fought  the  battle, 
it  hatl  been  on  their  part  a  defence  behind  retrenchments,  and 
from  this  vantage  ground  they  had  been  displaced  at  the 
first  charge  b\'  the  ba\'onct.  Clinton  had  correctly  seen  that 
the  ad\ance  of  a  force  trusting  to  the  discharge  of  musketry 
must  only  be  driven  back  before  the  large  numbers  upon  the 
height,  who  could  deliberateU-  shoot  them  tlown  as  they 
struggled  upwards,  lie  relied,  therefore,  alone  on  the  bayonet 
charge,  the  troops  ascending  as  rapidl)'  as  they  could  atlvance. 
The  provincials  recoiled  before  it.  Willi  all  the  favourable 
circumstances  of  their  position,  tlirir  loss  had  been  \er\' 
great,  four  luuulred  and  fifl\-m<jn  hors  dc  combat.  It  was  an 
insufficient  consolation  to  be  told  that  the  attacking  force  had 
lost  more  than  double  the  number  ;  and,  in  this  point  of  \ie\v 
alone,  the  result  of  the  action  must  ha\e  CiUisetl  gra\e  retlec- 
tion  with  many  of  the  rev(jlutionar)'  leaders,  who  looketl  w\m\\ 
the  contest  from  the  standing  point  of  the  responsibilities  it 
involved. 

The    destruction    of    the    intrenchments    prevented    any 
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operations  bein;^  taken  a<:^ainst  the  city  in  tlic  form  of 
l)ombardment,  and  Cia;4e  rested  satisfied  with  this  coiulition. 
Washini^ton  joined  the  army  a  fortnii^ht  after  Hunker's  hill, 
and  commenced  tlie  or<:janization  of  his  force,  which  he  found 
almost  destitute  of  annmun'tion  and  indifferentlv  armcck 

I  have  alludeil  to  the  class  at  this  date  most  unhappily 
circumstanced  ;  those  who  were  attached  to  the  cause  of 
tlie  mother  country,  and  precluded  from  all  action  In'  tlie 
irresistible  terrorism  directed  aj^ainst  them.  There  were  like- 
wise man}-  wlio  ma\'  be  named  in  connection  witli  them, 
whose  sympathies  inclined  to  tlic  provincial  cause,  but  who 
were  opposed  to  separation  and  to  the  appeal  to  force.  The 
constant  expression  of  attacliment  to  the  mother  country, 
insincere  on  the  part  of  several  loudh'  professing-  the  feelini;, 
furnishes  a  proof  of  the  strength  and  prevalence  of  this  senti- 
ment in  a  larj^e  section  of  the  population.  The  artjumcnt  of 
tlie  republican  party  had  now  resolved  itself  unmistakably 
into  one  of  force  ;  but  it  in  no  wa\'  represented  the  opinions 
entertained  by  the  i^reat  boil)-  of  the  colom'sts.  That  part\- 
had,  however,  become  relati\el\-  strong;  by  its  ort^anization,  its 
earnestness,  the  unceasin;^'  ad\<icac)'  of  its  opinions,  and, 
above  all,  by  the  vacillating,  ill-directeil  i)olic}-  of  the  home 
ministry.  With  an  eidart^ed,  "encrous  view  of  the  situation, 
sustaineil  b)'  a  powerful,  well-or;^anized  and  well-equipped 
force,  commanded  by  a  cjeneral  lit  for  the  position,  in  a  few 
months  the  re\-olt  miijlit  have  been  subdued,  for  its  strength 
was  more  apparent  than  real.  There  was  at  the  heart  of 
congress  an  absence  of  true  conconl.  and  the  presence  of 
much  doubt  and  hesitation  with  regard  to  the  future.  The 
desire  for  independence  was  avowed  ;  but  the  means  of 
attaining  this  end  was  problematical.  Congress  was  without 
money,  army  and  organization.  The  numbers  who  had  left 
their  homes  for  the  cause  had  courage,  were  willing  to  endure 
hardship  and  to  fight,  but  they  were  without  discipline.  The 
plans  for  future  action  were  ill-defined,  and  in  the  executive 
sense,  irresolute.  At  this  date  a  serious  reverse  to  the 
colonial  cau.se,  followed  up  with  energy  and  judgment,  would 
have  a.ssured  submission. 
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There  was  no  such  poh'cy  in  the  imperial  interest  to  be  hoped 
for.  In  London  the  ministry  were  iialf-liearted  and  incapable 
of  understanding"  the  necessit)'  for  action.  In  pubh'c  life,  the 
excejitions  were  tiiose  who  tlcsircd  coercive  measures  ;  an 
opinion  accepted  more  from  tleferencc  to  the  kiuLj's  wish,  than 
from  a  .sense  of  its  wisdom.  At  tin's  date  (jeor^^e  III.  desirctl 
to  be  the  central  point  in  the  monarch)-,  actini;  u[)  to  the 
words  altributetl  to  Lends  XI\'.,  Fctat  ccst  iiioi,  i\n  end  he 
found  to  be  obtainable  by  the  simple  expedient  of  training 
the  support  of  mcml)crs  throUL^h  the  purchase  of  their  votes. 
He  was  thus  enabletl  to  enforce  his  views  and  opinions  u[)on 
the  mim'stry;  for  office  could  only  be  held  so  lonj,^  as  the 
personal  sentiments  of  the  monarch  could  obtain  the  fullest 


reco;4nition. 


The  kiny,"  obstinatel)'  adhered  to  the  principle,  that  as 
a  symbol  of  its  authorit)",  a  tax,  howe\'er  small,  should  be 
continued  on  the  colonies  b\-  the  vote  of  parliament.  Its 
abolition  appeared  to  him  a  departure  from  his  sovereign 
rights,  and  it  was  of  no  importance,  if  tiie  effect  of  the  tax 
was  hurtful  or  not.  Its  very  imposition  gave  strength  to  the 
part}'  who  desired  separati(M),  and  thus  the  uidiappy  circum- 
stances of  those  passions  being  called  forth  can,  to  a  great 
extent,  be  affiliated  to  the  sovereign.  Later  in  his  reign,  in  a 
critical  period  of  history,  the  king  refused  to  grant  rights  to 
the  R(Mnan  catholics  of  Ireland,  when  they  should  have  been 
ungrudgingly  accorded.  The  mischief  from  this  incapacity 
to  discern  where  duty  pointed,  has  remained  for  a  century  in 
acti\'it}'  ;  and  at  this  da}'  we  still  remain  reduced  to  the  hope 
it  will  pass  awa}'. 

Nevertheless,  the  memory  of  George  III.  forms  no  painful 
passage  in  our  history.  As  time  has  deadened  the  recollection 
of  this  obstinacy,  his  name  is  mentioned  with  invariable 
respect.  The  triumphs  of  the  great  admirals,  in  after  years 
achieved  by  the  nav}',  and  the  braxer}'  and  endurance  of  the 
British  soldier,  have  thrown  in  the  background  the  want 
of  statesmanship  and  the  miserable  mismanagement  tluring 
the  American  war.     The  personal  character  of  the  monarch 
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Stands  above  reproach.  I  lis  love  of  truth,  his  couraj^e,  his 
tlcep  and  sincere  relij^ioiis  convictions,  workx'd  an  effect  upon 
the  nation  still  to  he  traced.  What  is  now  especially  remem- 
bered is  the  observance!  <^iven  In-  him  to  the  sanctity  of  tlie 
family  relations,  and  the  simple  habits  which  recoiled  from 
the  stupid  dissoluteness  of  the  revellers  and  .^amblers  of  the 
day.  The  men  aiul  women  who  paraded  as  leaders  of  fashion 
in  tho.sc  roysteriuir  days  to  <i[ive  the  tone  to  hi^^di  life,  accepted 
their  position  as  a  natural  preros^ative  without  a  single  thought 
of  its  duties  and  obligations.  In  \ain  we  seek,  in  tiie  record 
of  the  lives  of  those  bearing  historic  names,  an\'  trace  of 
wit,  intelligence,  nobilit\'  of  thought,  or  patriotism.  There 
was  never  so  dreary  a  period  in  the  history  of  literatiu'c, 
art,  science,  and  political  dut)'.  The  time  extended  to  the 
regency,when  vice  and  folly  were  triumphant,  accompanied  by 
an  insolence  of  manner  which  to-tlay  would  not  be  tolerated 
for  an  hour.  It  was  an  unseemly  spectacle,  unredeemed  by 
the  graces  antl  enchantments,  often  discoverable  in  characters 
otherwise  reprehensible.  With  some  rare  exceptions  the 
general  standard  of  education  was  low,  the  pleasures  of  the 
time  were  coarse  and  demorali/ing,  and  in  |)ublic  life  the 
])rofessional  politician  thought  more  of  his  personal  advance- 
ment than  of  the  dictates  of  patriotism,  or  of  the  means  b\' 
which  he  forced  his  way  to  the  first  ranks.*' 

The  example  of  George  III.  in  this  crisis  of  historj'  cannot 
be  sufficiently  retainetl  in  the  national  memory.      It  is  in  tliis 

*  Two  stories  rise  to  luy  mind  which,  in  a  dilTerent  form,  reflect  the  manners 
of  that  ilay.  In  the  one  case  shewing,'  tlie  extent  liiat  scholastic  training  remained 
a  living  intlnence  in  poHlical  Hfe,  and  ihe  other  how  fashionable  folly  affected 
men  of  rank,  whose  niUures  were  otherwise  irre|)roaclial)le.  The  first  is  lord 
North's  correction  of  linrke's  false  quantity  in  the  iiuotalion  from  Cicero,  "  non 
intelligunt  homines  quam  magiuim  vccligal  sil  parsinionia."  lUirke  made  the  "i" 
in  "  vectigal  "  short,  immediately  to  be  corrected  by  North.  The  second  has 
reference  to  the  duke  of  Devonshire,  the  husl)aiid  of  the  beautiful  duchess 
Georgiana.  The  duke  was  in  the  habit  of  staying  late  at  Brooke's  at  play.  As 
he  returned  home  in  the  early  morning,  he  had  to  jiass  by  the  stall  of  a  cobbler 
freipiently  opening  his  stall  to  go  to  work.  The  two  learned  to  know  one  another 
and  to  exchange  salutations.  That  of  the  duke  was  "  Good-nii;ht,  my  friend," 
that  of  the  cobl)!er  was  "  Good-morning,  sir." 
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liL,rIit,  ill  Ill's  simple  tastes,  liis  iindcHibteil  patriotism  and  his 
true  fceliiiLis  of  piety,  that  he  is  reineinbeied. 

Men  of  the  mental  caliljre  of  the  k\u<^  listen  to  no  advice. 
The)'  have  faith  in  all  the\'  thems(;l\-es  do,  and  heinj^  satisfied 
of  the  rectitude  of  tlieii'  own  intentions,  eciuall\-  believe  in 
their  own  wisdom.  L'nfortuiialel\-,  from  his  earl\'  \-ears.  those 
ah)out  liim  saw  the  weak  points  of  the;  kin^f's  character,  and 
found  it  to  their  [irofit  not  to  run  counter  to,  but  rather  to 
profit  by  them. 

I'liere  is  likewise  in  political  life  a  class  who  find  it  impos- 
sible to  refuse  a  rojal  solicitation.  S(j  few  of  us  are  subjected 
to  this  temptation,  that  it  is  somewhat  difficult  even  to  conceive 
the  ma;^nitude  of  the  appeal.  Of  this  class  was  lord  North; 
his  continued  compliance  with  the  kinj^'s  wislies,  asj^ainst  his 
judi^inent,  ma\'  be  describetl  as  proceedini;  from  a  fidse 
standard  of  dut>',  and  e.vcessixe  amiabilit}-  of  character  rather 
than  from  motives  of  interest,  llis  memory,  however,  cannot 
escape  the  censure  of  jKjsterity,  fijr  he  infiicted  i;reat  evils  on 
his  counti}'.  Thurlow,  Gcrmaine,  and  the  minor  politicians 
who  accepted  this  condition,  appear  to  have  had  no  such 
redeeming;'  sentiment,  and  their  opinions  were  turned  to  the 
side  on  which  la}-  the  greatest  promise  of  future  distinction. 

I  have  endeavoured  in  this  book  to  give  the  causes  which, 
in  a  fjuarter  of  a  century  after  the  conquest  of  Quebec, 
intluenced  the  American  colonies  to  rise  in  arms  against  the 
mother  country.  It  has  become  the  custom  witl;  many 
modern  writers  to  attribute  lo  the  malign  i)olic\'  of  the  home 
government  alone,  the  origin  of  this  ever  to  be  deplored 
chssevcrance  of  the  empire,  as  if  a  deep  spirit  of  dissatisfac- 
tion was,  as  it  were,  spontaneously  called  forth  without 
antecedent  causes.  Thc\'  also  represent  the  provinces  as 
constantly  desirous  of  returning  to  tlieir  ancient  allegiance, 
but  as  being  alu  a\'s  rcstrainetl  fiom  thus  acting  bv  the  unfail- 
ing injustice  the\-  experienced:  that,  in  spite  of  strong  feelings 
of  lo\-alty  to  home  they  were  b\-  misgovernment  dri\cn  into 
separation.  The  histor\'  of  those  days,  if  fairl}'  read,  does 
not  inculcate  this  teaching.     One  of  the  main  incitements  to 
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discontent  spranj^  from  ihc.  commciciiil  restriction,  which,  in 
spite  of  the  experience  of  centuries,  still  has  its  advocates. 
Trade,  like  water,  must  find  its  level,  and  if  dammed  back 
will  force  a  vent,  by  overflowing^  in  one  form  or  another 
the  artificial  restraints  which  confine  it.  I  lad  the  prosperity 
of  the  provinces  been  allowed  a  natural  and  perfect  develop- 
ment bv  freedtiin  of  trade,  we  shoulil  have  heard  little  of 
those  strained  special  appeals  to  liberty  which  were  constantly 
paraded  to  inlluence  the  passions  of  men,  discontented,  not 
without  cause,  with  much  that  was  arouiul  them. 

In  no  {[uarter  is  it  more  a  national  dut\'  than  in  the  present 
United  States,  tliat  a  true  and  honest  view  should  be  taken  of 
this  contest.  These  states  form  a  nation  of  U|)\vards  of  sixty 
millions  of  people,  aiul  they  have  become  one  of  the  powers 
of  the  earth.  Their  mission  is  to  use  their  strength  wisely 
and  nobly,  for  the  advancement  of  an  cnlii^htencd  civilization, 
for  the  establishment  of  true  libert}',  for  the  furtherance  of  tlie 
healthy  doctrine  of  honesty,  thrift  and  those  pure  habits  of 
life,  which  lead  to  the  haj^piness  and  elevation  of  the  human 
race.  The  days  of  the  fourth  of  July  orations  have  passed 
away.  There  is  no  need  to  create  myths  concerning;  In't^one 
events,  or  to  raise  very  ordinary  individuals  to  the  rank  of 
Titans  and  demit;"ods. 

One  name  alone  in  the  history  of  American  independence 
stands  forth  unapproachable  in  any  other  chronicle.  Wash- 
ington, in  the  world's  text-book  of  political  h(jncst\',  unfailins^ 
wisdom  and  true  liberty,  is  what  .Shakspeare  is  to  the  ICnglish- 
speakinj;  race  in  literature,  poetr\'  and  nobility  of  thoutjht. 
To  how  many  of  us,  the  words  of  the  i^rcat  poet  have  become 
an  incentive  to  exertion  in  our  daily  strugt^les,  a  hope  in  our 
disapi)ointments,  a  consolation  in  our  .sorrows.  Washington's 
example  tells  us,  all  that  can  be  effected  by  true  and  unselfish 
patriotism,  unilinching  honesty  of  purpose,  and  high  jM-inciple, 
blended  with  a  judgment  which  never  slumbered,  and  an  all- 
seeing  forethought  never  overmatched. 

It  is  in  the  United  States  that  the  sternest  and  most 
searching  inquiry  should  be  instituted  as  to  the  events  which 
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ciiImiiKitcd  in  the  clisiui)tinii  of  the  empire,  from  which  as  a 
people  the\'  spruii.i,^  and  to  whicli  the\-  owe  so  much.  The 
one  effort  should  be  to  rcacii  the  truth,  not  to  ma^Miify  the 
causes  of  discord  ami  invent  reasons  for  the  perpetuity  of 
the  enmity  which  then  arose.  It  is  the  duty  of  the  first 
minds  in  the  republic,  to  probe  with  philo.sophic  calmness  the 
character  and  motives  of  the  instis^ators  of  the  quarrel,  to  note 
how  the  points  of  dispute  were  chanj^ed  and  extended,  as  they 
became  developed  into  the  desire  for  sci)arati()n,  ami  how 
fre.sh  fuel  was  constantly  added  to  the  old  fire.  There  was 
much  f^reatly  to  bo  blameil  and  condemned  in  the  conduct 
of  the  mother  country,  but  the  time  has  arrived  when  the 
fact  must  bo  honestly  avowed,  that  the  censure  did  not  all 
lie  on   that  side. 
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CHAPTER  I. 

As  the  discontent  in  the  old  Britisli  provinces  increased  in 
intensity  and  plainness  of  speech,  the  desire  of  including-  the 
new  province  of  Canada  in  the  at^itation  became  stronger  and 
more  general.  I  have  related  in  a  previous  book  the  effort 
made  to  obtain  the  co-operation  of  the  French  Canadians,  l)y 
a  printed  appeal  to  their  prejudices  and  interest,  actively 
distributed  aiuong  them,  and  earnestly  sustained  by  men  in 
sympathy  with  the  colonial  cause.  As  it  generally  happens 
in  an\'  revolutionar\'  movement,  those  who  were  in  the  first 
rank  in  urging  matters  to  e.vtrcmity,  took  the  most  sanguine 
view  of  the  situation,  and  prophesied  the  certain  success  of  a 
well-directed  attack  against  the  province.  The  most  promi- 
nent of  the  iMiglish  speaking  population,  who  were  in 
communication  with  the  New  England  leaders,  re[)rescnted 
that  the  weak  condition  of  the  province,  from  being  almost 
denutled  of  troops,  made  any  organized  defence  impossible; 
and  while  they  recommended,  that  the  troops  of  congress 
should  invade  Canada,  they  pledged  their  own  adhesion  and 
support  to  the  attempt.  The  French  Canadians,  under  the 
most  unfavourable  estimate  of  the  course  they  .vould  take, 
were  looked  upon  as  certain  to  remain  neutral,  while  many 
were  counted  upon  as  likely  to  prove  active  partisans. 
Accordingly,  it  came  to  be  regarded  as  an  established  fact  by 
the  provincial  leaders,  that  the  possession  of  Canada  could, 
without  difficulty  be  obtained,  whenever  the  attempt  was 
made  to  .seize  it. 

It  has  been  stated  that  on  the  affair  at  Lexingtf)n  on  the 
19th  of  Ajiril  becoming  known,  the  forts  of  Ticonderoga  and 
Crown  I'oint  were  surprised  and  taken  in  possession.  .As  the 
attack  was  made  on  the  10th  of  May,  within  a  month  of  the 
first  act  of  resistance,  it  is  not  easy  to  trace  the  influences 
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which  brought  about  tin's  undertaking,  or  under  what  inspira- 
tion it  was  conceived.  It  is  notcwortliy  in  the  history  of  t he- 
war  as  the  first  deliberate  act  of  aggression,  for  the  affair  at 
Lexington  may  be  regarded  as  resistance  to  authority  exer- 
cised in  opposition  to  popular  feeling,  ICxcept  that  possession 
()(  the  fort  removed  the  possibility  of  interference  with  any 
cx[)edition  by  lake  Champlain  against  Canada,  and  that 
Ticonderoga  becan:e  the  point  where  the  organization  subse- 
([ueiitl}'  took  place,  no  durable  ccjnsequence  was  attained;  for 
in  the  following  ycir  the  provincial  forces  were  able  to 
retain  their  hold  of  lake  Chamiilaiii  for  a  few  months  (m\\\ 
The  blow,  however,  from  the  boldness  of  its  execution  and 
the  success  which  attended  it,  greatly  aided  the  revolutionary 
cause.  It  called  forth  more  general  confidence,  and  com- 
municated a  higher  spirit  of  resolution  ;  moreover,  it  infiuenced 
many  who  were  wavering,  to  declare  in  favour  of  the  colom'al 
cause. 

United  States  writers  inform  us  that  the  exnediticjii  aLminst 
lake  Champlain  had  been  considered  in  the  Massachusetts 
committee  of  safet\',  a  body  consisting  of  thirteen  members. 
It  is  probable  that  it  may  have  been  generally  adx'ocated  as 
desirable  ;  but  it  could  only  have  been  vagueh'  enteiiained, 
for  there  was  no  means  of  carr\ing  it  out.  After  Lexington, 
when  troops  commenced  to  assemble  around  IJoston,  and 
with  a  large  body  of  the  population  the  feeling  was  entei- 
taiiied,  thnt  the  time  had  come  for  action,  this  project,  among 
luany  otiiers,  inay  have  been  discussed.  There  were,  how- 
ever, neither  men  nor  material  available  ;  and  but  for  causes 
totally  indepeiuient  of  the  force  gathered  in  Massachusetts, 
more  or  less  delay  must  have  arisen  before  any  expedition 
could  have  taken  the  field. 

It  has  been  :.aid  that  earl\'  in  the  j-car  X'ermoiit  had  declared 
its  independence  of  New  \'ork.  *  This  movement  had  its 
origin  on  the  eastern  shore  of  lake  Champlain,  where  the 
ilefencelcss  state  of  the  forts  was  known,  and  it  was  in  this 
spot  that  thi_  organization  of  the  attacking  force  was  made. 

•  Ante,  pp.  390-I. 
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The  two  prominent  persons  of  this  population,  which  took  tlic 
name  of  "  Green  Alountain  Boys,"  were  Setli  Warner  aiitl 
I'^than  Allen.  Althout^h  at  this  time  Allen  was  a  stron<;  par- 
tisan of  the  revolution,  in  after  years  he  entered  into  negotia- 
tions with  the  British  Government  for  the  transfer  of  Vermont 
to  Canada,  and  an}'  reverse  to  the  American  cause  would  have 
soon  found  him  on  the  opposite  side.  Like  others  of  his  posi- 
tion in  life,  he  had  no  clear  sense  of  the  points  of  quarrel,  and 
although  he  had  accepted  the  opinions  of  the  Massachusetts 
agitators  in  their  appeals  to  patriotism  and  duty,  he  would 
have  been  sorely  puzzled  tt)  have  specified  where  his  own 
liberty  and  riglits  had  been  assailed,  lie  had  never  a  very 
profound  reverence  for  law,  as  was  shewn  by  his  setting  at 
naught  the  legislature  cjf  Xew  \'ork  ;  and,  but  for  the  disjjults 
of  the  time,  he  might  have  pa.s.sed  some  months  in  prison 
owing  to  his  defiance  of  the  authorit}'  of  that  province.-  His 
vanit)'  was  great  and  his  love  of  notoriety  extreme;  in  a  few 
weeks  his  gratification  of  this  feeling  was  to  cause  him  to  lie 
sent  in  irons  a  prisoner  to  h'ngland.  No  one  knew  belter  than 
Allen  the  lo"sc  discipline  of  the  forts,  the  dut\-  of  the  detach- 
ment being  simi^l)-  the  preservation  of  the  building,  and  the 
guns  it  contained.  The  few  soldiers  present  often  lent  a 
helping  hand  in  rafting  timber  on  lake  George,  and  in  loading 
vessels  on  lake    Champlain.     ConsequentU',  there  was  little 


chance  of  failure  if  a  few  dete 


rmnied 


men,  in  sufficient  force. 


on   a    fa\()urable  opportunity   made  an   attcmj)t   to  take  the 
post  in  possession. 


1- 


rom  whomsoever 


the  idea  hatl  its  origin, 
instructions    from    the    then 


Allen    relates    that   he    reccixcd 

colon)-  of  Connecticut  to  undertake  the  enterprise.     On  this 

he  acted,  for  lie  was  without  an}-  authority  from  congress. 


he 


Ilaxing  collected   the  men   to  accompan)-  him,  he  tel 

f  the 


s  us 


sent  out  parties  to  take  possession  of  the  roads  l3\-  which 


the  garrison  could  communicate  with  Canada,  but  this  fact 
does  not  agree  with  his  narrative.  B\'  a  forced  march  from 
Bennington,  where  the  assembl}-  had  been  made  on  the 
night  of  the  9th  of  i\Ia\-,  he  arri\ed  w  ith  230  men  at  lake 
Champlain  opposite  to  Ticonderoga.     There  was  difficulty  in 
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obtaining  boats  to  cross  wliat  Allen  calls  the  lake.  The  spot, 
however,  known  as  the  narrows,  is  a  mere  stretch  of  water  of 
a  few  hundred  yards  in  width,  of  so  limited  extent  that  on 
Burgojnc's  advance  two  years  later,  1777,  a  bridge  of  boats 
connected  the  two  shores.  Allen  first  landed  with  eighty- 
three  incii.  He  relates  that  it  was  now  about  five  o'clock  of 
the  loth  of  May,  and,  although  the  rear-guard  had  not  cros.sed, 
he  resolved  to  attack  with  this  number.  Allen's  narrative  is 
written  to  convcj'  the  belief  that  having  only  this  limited 
force  at  his  disposal,  he  was  undertaking  some  bold  enter- 
prise ;  whereas  the  one  hundred  and  fifty  men  on  the  eastern 
shore  joined  him  in  the  few  minutes  required  for  the  boats  to 
be  pulled  across  the  narrow  breadth  of  water,  and  to  return. 

An  entrance  was  obtained  at  the  wicket-gate  under  the 
pretence  that  a  messenger  with  order.i,  for  the  commandant, 
desired  admission.  On  the  wicket  being  opened  a  rush  was 
made,  and  the  sentry  and  the  few  men  of  the  guard  were 
overpowered.  .Allen  demanded  to  be  led  to  the  commanding 
officer,  captain  dc  La  Place.  The  garrison  consisted  of  a 
subaltern,  a  gunner,  two  sergeants,  and  forty-four  men.  As 
Allen  and  his  force  advanced  to  the  commandant's  room,  the 
latter,  hearing  the  unusual  noise,  jumped  from  his  bed,  and, 
half-dre.sscd,  met  Allen,  who  called  upon  him  to  surrender. 
De  La  Place  naturally  asked  to  whom?  L'pon  which  Allen 
declared  chat  he  demanded  the  fortress  in  "  the  name  of  the 
Great  Jehovah  and  the  continental  congress."  The  remainder 
of  the  garrison  were  made  pri.soners  in  their  beds. 

Allen  does  not  relate  the  fact,  but  other  writers  state  that 
stratagem  was  also  empUn'cd  to  make  resistance  impossible. 
Stedman  tells  us  that  Allen  had  often  been  at  Ticonderoga, 
and  the  day  previously  lie  went  to  "captain  de  La  Place  with 
whom  he  was  well  accjuainted,  and  prevailed  on  him  to  lend 
iiim  twenty  of  the  garrison,  for  the  pretended  purpose  of 
assisting  him  transporting  goods  across  the  lake."  Allen 
contrived  to  makli  them  drunk.*     With  the  money  received 
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for  the  service,  tlic  men  on  their  return  to  the  fort  inchided 
their  comrades  in  the  j^andcai/iiis. 

Those  days  cannot  be  named  as  the  triumph  of  temperance 
societies  ;  tlie  consequence  was  that  the  sleep  of  the  small 
garrison  was  deep,  a  number  of  the  men  beintr  well  plied 
with  licjuor.  The  success  of  the  attempt  has  been  related 
as  a  wonderful  feat;  reduced  to  sober  proportions  as  a  mili- 
tary exploit,  it  is  a  commonplace  affair  enough.  The  merit 
attached  to  the  enterprise  was  the  conception  of  mastering 
the  forts.  In  that  view,  from  the  standing  point  of  the 
colonial  part)',  it  exacts  respect  for  the  energy  and  rapidity 
of  movement  displayed.  Those  who  praise  the  success  of 
the  attempt,  fail  to  place  on  record  that  the  attack  took  place 
in  profound  peace,  unprovoked  b\-  aggression,  in  a  remote 
])art  of  the  countr\-,  where  news  travelled  slowly.  ¥.\cu  if 
some  questionable  report  of  the  Lexington  affair  of  the  19th 
of  April  had  reached  the  Ticondcroga  garrison,  it  is  certain 
that  no  attack  was  apprehended,  or  indeed  conceived  pos- 
sible ;  the  act  of  hostilitj',  therefore,  was  as  much  a  moral  as 
it  was  a  military  surprise. 

While  the  attack  upon  the  forts  was  being  planned  by  the 
Connecticut  leaders,  independenth'  of  any  orders  from  the 
commanders  of  the  troops  assembling  before  I^oston,  the 
subject  of  the  attack  of  the  forts  on  lake  Chami)lain  had 
attracted  attention,  and  ste[)s  had  been  taken  by  the  latter  to 
effect  their  capture.  Arnold,  who  was  present  as  a  captain 
from  Connecticut,  received  a  commission  as  colonel,  and  was 
cjrdered  to  Vermont  to  enlist  men  to  carr\-  out  the  enterprise. 

We  first  meet  on  this  occasion  the  name  of  Benedict 
Arnold.  During  the  succeeding  twelve  months  he  took  a 
jn'ominent  part  in  the  invasion  of  Canada,  and  remained  in 
the  province  in  high  command,  for  the  whole  period  of  occu- 
pation b)-  the  troops  of  congress.  1  find  difficult)-  in  accepting 
the  high  militar)'  rei)utation  generall)'  accorded  to  his  career  at 
this  period.  Ihc  memor)'  of  the  work  of  a  man  of  eminence, 
whatever  its  nature,  survives  him  as  evidence  of  his  fame. 
Arnold's  name  first  became  celebrated  by  his  expedition  to 
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Quebec  ;  subsequently  by  his  behaviour  in  the  liekl  at  Sara- 
toi^a  durint(  ]^urc;o}'ne's  expedition.  It  will  be  my  duty  to 
relate  at  lenyth  these  events,  for  the}'  foim  a  part  of  the 
history  of  the  province.  The  reader  will  best  be  able  tojudj^e 
the  merit  of  Arnold's  service  as  he  reads  the  narrative  of  it. 
On  the  latter  occasion,  Wilkinson,  in  his  memoirs,  represents 
him  as  havin_L(  been  removed  from  his  command  bj-  Gates, 
and  as  leaving;  the  camp  durinc^  the  action  of  the  7th  of 
October,  under  strong  excitement,  with  no  dut\-  assigned  to 
him,  riding  furiousl\-  before  the  troo[)s  without  object,  calling 
out  to  them  with  no  pur^jose,  until  he  fell  wounded  in  front 
of  the  redoubt  held  l)y  the  Brunswick  troops,  his  horse  being 
killed.  No  militarj'  duty  dictated  this  behaviour,  which  was 
even  subversive  of  discipline.  As  the  narrative  is  given  by 
Wilkinson,  Arnold's  conduct  is  not  onl_\-  undeserving  of 
praise,  but  calls  for  censure.  His  active  scrxice  in  the  pro- 
vincial army  closctl  with  this  campaign  in  1777.  After  this 
event,  his  wound  incapacitated  him  from  sustaining  fatigue. 
In  1778  he  was  in  command  at  I'hihulelphia;  two  }'ears  later 
occurred  his  treason  at  West  Point.  Thus  the  whole  period 
of  his  acti\e  service  was  the  three  years  1775-1777. 

So  far  as  his  career  can  be  traced  he  was  born  at. Norwich, 
Connecticut,  on  the  14th  of  January,  1741.  On  his  appear- 
ance at  lake  Lhamplain,  he  was  but  a  young  man,  thirty-four 
years  of  age.  His  family  was  one  of  respectabilitx-,  and  had 
been  originally  domiciled  at  Rhode  Island,  of  which  state  a 
Benedict  Arnold,  of  a  previous  generation,  was  on  two  occa- 
sions elected  governor.  The  latter  died  in  l66<S.  At  Arnold's 
birth  the  family  had  become  somewhat  impoverished,  antl  his 
parents  occupied  the  position  of  tradespeople.  They  had 
then  moved  to  Connecticut.  There  is  evidence  that  his 
mother  was  a  woman  of  unusual  character  and  abilitx', 
Arnold's  own  letters,  although  fault)-  in  spelling,  are  those  of 
a  man  fairlj',  if  plainly  educated,  and  the)-  shew  his  acquaint- 
ance with  tlic  usages  of  social  life.  Little  is  known  of  his 
earl)'  )'ears. '  It  is  admitteil,  however,  that  he  twice  enlisted  on 
the  breaking  out  of  the  war  in  1756.      In  the  first  instance,  in 
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some  unexplained  \\a\',  an  intlucnce  was  excrcisctl  on  his  behalf 
by  whicii  he  was  enabled  to  leave  the  ranks.  On  the  second 
occasion,  his  biograi)her  describes  him  as  havint;  ilescrtcd. 
We  hear  of  him  soon  after  as  empl(j)-ed  by  the  brothers 
Lathrop,  who  are  spoken  of  as  men  of  education  eni;a;^fed  in 
business.  vVe  find  him  in  1765,  established  in  a  store  in 
New  Haven,  Connecticut,  as  a  drut,rt,nst  and  bookseller,  and 
he  seems  to  have  been  euL^ai^cd  in  some  business  relation- 
ship, in  consequence  of  which  he  is  said  to  have  visited 
Quebec  and  the  West  Indies.  ,Siini,i;i;Iin_L;"  was  at  this  i)eriod 
practised  by  cver}-body  in  Rhode  Island  and  the  seaptjrts  of 
Coimecticut,  and  it  is  probable  that  the  sea  adventures  of 
Arnold  were  in  this  direction.  During"  In's  whole  career  he 
retained  a  love  of  speculative  undertakin_<4S,  and  embarked  in 
man\-  commercial  oper,itions  which,  as  a  rule,  proved  unsuc- 
cessful. The  embarrassments  arising  from  the  failmc  of 
enterprises  undertaken  by  him  when  in  Philadelphia,  has  been 
assigned  as  one  of  the  principal  causes  for  his  engaging  in 
the  fatal  correspondence  with  Clinton,  the  discovery  of  which 
caused  his  tlight  from  his  command,  and  led  to  the  arrest 
and  execution  of  .\ndre. 

In  1769  Arnold  married  at  Norwich,  Margaret  Mansfield, 
the  daughter  of  the  sheriff  of  the  district.  The  portrait  we 
have  of  him  suggests  that  in  his  youth  he  was  eminently 
handsome;  lie  certainh-  succeeded  in  causing  his  second  wife. 
Miss  Shippen.to  be  devoted  tf)  him.  .She  was  a  woman  who 
had  alwaj's  lived  in  good  societ)-,  and  could  not  have  formtxl 
an  attachment  to  any  one  of  vulgar  address  or  maimers. 
Arnold  has  been  spoken  of  as  a  horse-dealer  and  jockej'. 
There  is  no  ground  that  I  can  find  for  connecting  him  with 
this  class  as  a  calling  ;  it  is  not  improbable  he  ma\-  have 
taken  part  in  races  as  a  matter  of  taste.  Indeed,  on  the 
point  of  family  respectabilit)-,  he  belonged  to  111  older  and 
better  known  fainiU',  with  some  exceptions,  tnan  mcjst  of 
the  revolutionary  leaders,  even  if  its  fortunes  had  somewhat 
decayed. 

The  capture  of  Ticonderoga  and  Crown  Point  joined  to  his 
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service  in  command  of  the  sloops  on  lake  Champlain,  brought 
his  name  into  notice.  The  report  of  his  gallantry  on  these 
occasions  being  greatly  magnified,  assisted  him  in  obtaining 
command  of  the  expedition  against  Quebec,  which  remains 
to  this  daj'  one  of  the  best  remembered  incidents  of  the  war. 
The  accepted  opinion  regarding  it  is  that  it  called  forth  great 
qualities,  and  that  much  privation  and  hardship  were  endured. 
It  will,  however,  be  seen  that  it  was  a  very  ordinary  affair. 
There  was  no  originality  of  di.scovcry  in  following  the  line  of 
route,  for  it  had  been  previously  traced  and  made  known 
by  the  report  of  captain  Montrcsor.  The  highly  coloured 
accf)unt  of  the  hardships  experienced  in  the  months  of 
September  and  October  can  only  be  received  with  incredulity 
b}'  anj'onc  acquainted  with  the  Canadian  climate  ;  it  may  be 
said,  even  with  ridicule.  In  one  sense  the  expedition  was  ill- 
judged  ;  it  was  made  on  the  representation  of  parties  in 
Quebec  disaffected  to  the  Ikitish  government  that  the  country 
was  ready  to  receive  the  troops  of  congress  with  open  arms  ; 
that  on  their  appearance  the  gates  of  the  city  would  be  thrown 
open,  and  all  that  was  to  be  done  was  for  them  to  enter  and 
take  possession.  Without  this  assistance  there  was  slender 
prospect  of  success.  Had  the  I'^rcnch  Canadians  on  the 
Chaudicre  declined  to  furnish  supplies,  and  had  even  a 
moderate  force  harassed  Arnold's  advance  in  place  of  assist- 
ing him  with  food  and  countenance,  his  party  would  have 
been  annihilated. 

Wa.shington  was  a  Virginian,  and  believed  the  stories  he 
heard  of  the  Canadian  high  lands  being  covered  with  snow 
in  October,  of  the  hartlships  suffered,  and  the  other  fables 
related  in  connection  with  this  expedition.  The  acceptance 
of  them  has  been  the  basis  of  Arnolci's  reputation,  and  the 
favour  in  which  he  was  received  at  the  period.  From  the 
whole  of  Canada,  excepting  Quebec,  being  held  by  the  forces 
of  congress,  Arnold's  achievements  obtained  increased  impor- 
tance. Moreover,  he  was  wounded  in  the  assault  at  Quebec 
on  the  31st  of  December.  Me  remained  with  his  command 
during    the   occupation  of  Canada  until  the  arrival  of  rein- 
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forcemciits  permitted  Carletoii  in  the  spriiif^  to  drive  out  the 
invaders. 

Arnold  was  next  engaged  in  the  organization  of  the  naval 
force  created  to  hold  possession  oi'  lake  Champlain  ;  he  was 
defeated  by  Carleton  on  the  5th  and  r)th  of  October,  1776. 
lie  was  present  in  May,  1777,  when  Tryon  landed  near  Fair- 
field and  marched  to  Danbury,  not  far  from  the  western 
boundary  of  Connecticut,  where  he  destroyed  a  large  cjuantity 
of  provisions,  and  burned  the  magazines.  Some  regiments  of 
the  provincial  militia  were  called  out  to  intercept  the  return 
march  of  Tryon.  Wooster,  in  command  of  the  column 
acting  in  the  rear,  was  killed.  Arnold  joined  the  second 
division  as  a  volunteer,  and  took  command.  He  shewed,  as 
was  always  the  case  with  him,  great  courage,  and  had  his 
horse  shot  under  him.  The  provincial  forces  failed  entirely 
in  intercepting  Tryon's  march,  although  inflicting  upon  him 
the  loss  of  57  killed,  with  115  wounded  and  missing.  On  this 
occasion,  Arnold  was  promoted  to  the  rank  of  major-general, 
and  congress  presented  him  with  a  horse. 

Again  Arnold,  in  August,  came  to  the  front,  and  led  the 
force  to  the  relief  of  fort  Stanwi.x  when  attacked  by  St. 
Leger  ;  but  the  latter  had  retreated  before  Arnold  reached 
the  spot.  As  I  have  remarked,  he  was  present  on  the  7th  of 
October  at  the  action  with  Jku'goyne.  On  all  these  occasions, 
Arnold  distinguished  himself  by  undaunted  courage,  and  a 
readiness  to  engage  in  any  enterprise  ;  but  there  is  no  trace 
in  these  expeditions  of  any  military  skill,  or  of  that  extraordi- 
nary aptitude  for  war,  with  which  he  has  generally  been 
accredited.  His  conduct  shews  him  to  have  been  more 
influenced  by  a  feverish  desire  for  distinction,  and  a  love  of 
notoriety,  than  by  any  other  principle,  lie  was  one  of  the 
class  always  pushing  themselves  to  the  front,  forcing  the 
occasion,  seldom  to  effect  their  purpose.  As  a  leader  in  a 
desperate  assault,  it  is  possible  that  k\v  men  would  have  sur- 
passed him  ;  but  there  is  no  indication  that  he  possessed 
that  calm,  wise  courage,  such  as  distinguished  Washington, 
which  rises  superior  to  ill-fortune,  and  which,  in  the  midst 
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of  disaster,  perseveres  in  its  purpose,  and  becomes  extinct, 
only  when  it  ceases  to  be  animated  by  the  life-blood  of  its 
possessor. 

Arnold  attracted  Washins^fton's  attention  carl)'  in  the  war. 
lie  was  impressed  with  Washinj^ton's  character,  and  the 
latter,  in  iiis  know  ledt^e  of  men,  saw  how  usefnl  Arnold  could 
be  inade.  In  the  contemptible  cabals  at  hcadcpiarters  against 
Washiiif^'ton,  Arnold  ranc^^ed  himself  with  his  party.  To  the 
last,  \Vashinj,fton  t^ave  his  confidence  to  Arnold,  anil  pro- 
bably no  man  in  the  arm\'  was  inore  astonished  at  his 
treason.  .\  sober  e.vann'nation  of  Arnold's  services  can  lead  to 
no  other  conclusion  than  that  there  is  little  i^round  for  his 
hi<j;h  reputation  as  a  general.  The  favour  shewn  to  him  by 
Georj^e  III.;  the  rank  |4iven  him  in  the  liritish  arni\-,  the 
lari^e  sums  of  money  he  received,  the  pension  Ljrantcd  to 
Airs.  Arnold,  and  the  consideration  shewn  to  his  family,  have 
e.xcited  the  astonishment  f)f  m;iny  writers.  I  lis  sons  and 
grandsons  for  the  most  part  entered  the  Hritish  service,  and 
in  ever)'  case  hij^hl)'  distinL,ruislieel  themselves.* 


*  Arnold's  subsequent  duel  with  lord  Lauderdale  attracted  attention  at  the 
time,  but  is  now  forgotten.  The  meeting  grew  out  of  what  was  said  by  lord 
Lauderdale  in  the  house  of  lords,  31st  May,  1792,  at  the  debate  on  the  king's 
proclamation  against  seditious  meetings.  Lauderdale  alluded  to  the  canij)  at 
Hagshot,  as  established  to  overcome  the  jieople,  and  destroy  their  endeavours  to 
obtain  reform,  and  which  the  duke  of  Riclimond  was  to  command.  "  If,"  he 
said,  "  a])ostacy  was  to  justify  promotion,  Kichmon<l  was  the  most  proper  per.son 
for  that  comman<l,  general  Arnold  alone  excepteil."  On  the  speech  being  made 
public  Arnold  sent  a  message  to  Lauderdale  by  lord  JIawke.  Fox  attended 
Lauderdale.  The  meeting  took  place  at  seven  o'clock  of  a  .Sunday,  a  .short 
distance  frmn  lA)ndon  at  Kilburii. 

Lauderdale  receive<l  Arnold's  .shot  without  returning  it.  Hawke  therefore 
called  upon  him  to  lire.  Lauderdale  declined  to  do  so,  with  the  remark  that  he 
had  no  personal  enmity  to  Arnold.  Upon  this  Hawke  said  that  he  su|iposed 
Lauderdale  <iid  not  mean  to  asperse  Arnold's  character.  Lauderdale  replied  'hat 
he  did  not  mean  to  wound  Arnold's  feelings  ;  he  could  not  explain  what  he  had 
said,  and  Arnold  might  (ire  again  if  he  saw  tit.  Hawke  said  tliat  was  impossible. 
Lauderdale  answeied  that  he  could  not  retract  his  words,  but  he  would  say  he  was 
sorry  if  any  man  felt  hurt  by  them. 

Arnold  pointed  o'ut  that  it  was  not  a  proper  apology,  and  called  upon  Lauder- 
dale to  lire. 

After  the  exchange  of  some  words,  Lauderdale  made  the  statement,  it  is  said 
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On  his  arrival  at  IkMiiiiiitftoii,  AriioUl  fiiuliii<jf  the  Vermont 
force  assembled,  prochiccd  his  commission  and  demaniied  to 
l)c  placed  in  connnand.  Allen  declined  to  reco<^nisc  the 
claim,  conse(iuently  Arnold  accompanietl  the  expctlilion  as  a 
\f)lnntecr.  JUit  he  took  no  leadin;^  part  in  the  enterprise, 
and  his  name  is  not  even  mentioned  1)\-  Allen  in  his  narrative 
of  the  capture.  It  was  not  until  the  surreniler  of  Crown 
I'oint,  that  Arnold  obtained  rec(\L,Miition  as  an  officer  of 
congress. 

The  troops  who  had  been  surprised  at  'I'iconderoga  were 
sent  ]irisoners  to  .\e\v  \'ork  under  escort,  the  fort  was  occupied 
and  the  ammunition  and  stores  taken  into  account.  One 
huntlred  pieces  of  cannon,  with  powder,  and  much  provision, 
were  obtained.  When  these  matters  had  been  accommodatcil. 
Seth  Warner  was  despatched  with  a  force  of  one  hundred 
men  to  Crown  I'oint,  held  b)'  a  serL^cant  and  six  men. 
Resistance  being  out  of  the  ipu'stion,  tin  y  were  disarmed  and 
made  prisoners,  and  sent  to  jcjin  the  late  garrison  of  Ticon- 
deroga.  A  council  of  war  was  now  heUI  ;  it  was  resolved  to 
send  a  strong  jiarty  to  Skenesborough  at  the  head  of  the 
narrows,  twent}'-t\vo  miles  from  Ticonderoga,  the  present 
Whitehall,  to  man  the  schooner  l\  ing  there,  and  descend  the 
lake.  Arnold  was  placed  in  command,  accompam'eil  by  a 
strong  party  in  bateaux ;  the  expedition  started  for  Saint 
John's  in  order  to  surprise  an  armed  vessel  known  to  be 
h'int''  there,  before  the  news  of  the  attack  of  Ticonderoca 
and  Crown  I'oint  was  reported  in  Canada,  and  troops  could 
be  sent  to  protect  the  place. 

The  wind  being  fair,  the  schooner  was  the  first  to  arrive. 
The  fort  at  .Saint  John's  was  simply  a  military  station  held  bj- 
a  sergeant  and  twelve  men.  Xot  expecting  any  attack,  they 
appeared  unarmed  on  Arnold's  arrival,  and  were  at  once  made 

suggested  liy  Fox,  that  he  had  no  enmity  against  general  Arnold,  tliat  lie  did  not 
mean  to  asperse  his  character,  and  was  sorry  lliat  he,  or  any  other  person  should 
be  hurt  by  what  he  had  stated. 

Arnold  said  he  w.as  satisfied  with  this  apology,  if  his  second  considered  ht. 
ougiit  to  be  so.  There  the  matter  terminated,  a  proces  verbal  of  the  whole  being 
drawn  up  by  lord  Ilawke. 


Mill 
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prisoners.  The  vessel  was  taUcii  in  possession,  m.inncd  and 
sent  (loun  the  lake,  carijinj;  away  tlie  few  troops  who  had 
helil  the  place. 

Tile  news  of  llie  loss  of  the  forts  (jii  lake  Chainplain, 
and  the  sei/.nre  of  the  vessel  at  Saint  John's,  was  carried  to 
Montreal  In- one  Moses  llazen.  lie  had  Ijeen  an  officer  of 
the  44th,  and  was  livini^  upon  his  property  in  the  neii,'hl)oiir- 
hood  of  .Saint  John's.  It  was  afterwards  shewn  that  he  had 
embraced  the  cause;  of  the  colonists;  for  durin;^  the  occupa- 
tion of  Canada  by  the  troops  of  cont,ness,  he  obtained  the 
rank  of  colonel  and  joined  the  force,  finalU'  leavin^i;  the 
country  with  the  detachment  when  driven  out  by  Carlcton. 

The  news  created  Ljreat  alarm  in  M(jiitreal,  those  inclined 
to  the  side  of  cont^ress  increasin;^  the  confusion  in  every 
possible  way.  Carletoii  was  at  (Juebec.  C'olonel  Templer, 
of  the  26tli  rc\L,dment,  was  in  command  in  the  city,  and  he 
immediately  despatched  major  Preston,  of  the  26th.  with  140 
men  to  Saint  John's.  At  the  time  these  troops  were  leaving 
Montreal,  Allen  with  his  bateaux  arrived  at  Saint  John's,  to 
seize  what  he  could  find  in  the  way  of  loot.  There  was  a 
merchant  at  Montreal,  one  l^indon,  whose  sympathies  were 
with  congress,  and,  on  hearing  of  the  departure  of  the  troops, 
he  cros.sed  to  Longueuil.  There,  obtaining  a  horse,  he 
galloped  to  Saint  John's  while  the  detachment  inarched. 
Hindon  arrived  at  eight  o'clock  in  the  evening,  necessarily 
some  hours  in  advance  of  the  detachment.  He  found  Allen 
with  his  men  in  possession  of  the  fort,  and  he  informed  the 
latter  that  he  might  expect  immediately  to  be  attacked,  as 
Preston's  force  must  soon  arrive.  Allen,  conceiving  that  the 
opportunity  was  favourable  for  a  defeat  oi  the  king's  troops, 
])osted  his  men  concealed  in  the  woods,  w  it1>  the  'sign  of 
surprising    the    detachment    on    it      n'  u  Preston, 

however,  as    darkness  came   o  daylight. 

Allen,  on  hearing  this  news,  sc  iluu  itt.        > ould  be 

made  before  dawn,  deemed  it  ;.  disable  »  embark  without 
meeting  Preston,  and  re-asccnded  the  1  ke  with  his  bateaux. 
On  leaving,  he  gave  a  letter  to  Bindon  lur  the  merchants  of 
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Montreal,  in  which  he  dciiiaiulrd  ainmuiiitioii,  provisions  ami 
rum  to  tlic  amoiiiil  of  fuc;  luiiuh'cci  pounds. 

As  Miiidoii  was  IcaviiiL;  Saint  John's  hi;  met  I'restoii,  who 
desired  him  t(j  rcinrii.so  tliat  he  louKi  carr_\-  hack  to  Tcmpler 
a  report  how  matters  stood.  Hiiidoii  informed  i'reston  tiiat 
a  body  of  the  cony;ress  troo|)s  still  reiriained  at  the  fort,  a 
statement  he  knew  to  be   untrue,  for  he  had   seen   them  all 


embark.      I  le  declined  t 


o  <J(>  Dack 


with 


rest  on,  assurnnm  as 


tlie  cause,  that   he  had   pledged   his  won!   to  deliver  a   lettei 


entrusted  to  him  tor 


Mont 


real 


1 


reston  still  di-sned  to  retain 


him,  but  Hindon,\\  atchin;^'  his  ()])portunity,  rode  off,  and  crossed 
the  river  to  the  city.  lie  there  spread  tlu;  report  that  after 
leavin"-    I'reston,  he  had    heard    sixt\-    musket  shots,   and   he 


eiicouraiied  tin 


lief  that  the  detachment  had  Ix'cn  defeated. 


On   the  same  daw  a  ship  arii\ed  in  Montreal  lo.nled  witi\ 


nouiler. 


o  a\i)U 


I  d 


ela\- 


iMnjiler 


a\i'  orders  for  a  sufficient 


tl 


le 


number  01  carls  to  l)e  pressed  to  unload  the  slup  ; 
powder  was  taken  to  tiie  ma^aziiu;  it  was  accompanied  b\-  an 
escort  with  fixed  bayonets.  It  was  market  ila)- ;  there  were 
se\'cral    liabita)its    in    town,  and    the    proceedinL,^    caused    so 


reiieral 


h  alarm,  that  maiix-  abandoned  their  u  i\-es  aii' 


tl 


leir 


c:arts,  with   ilie  provisions  the\-  had   broUL^ht   ft)r  sale,  lea\iii< 
their  friends  to  brinij  them  home. 


C 


olonel  lempler  called  a  meeting"  of  the  citizens  lor  tlirec 
o'clock  at  the  rccollet  church  to  consider  the  situation.  It 
was  luimerouslv  attendeil,  and   it  was  resolved    to  take  arms 


lor 


tl 


le  common  de 


fen 


ce. 


I)urin;^'  tlu'  procoedins^s,  Temijler 
receivetl  a  letter  from  I'reston  detailiiiL;'  Biiidon's  reprehen- 
sible conduct.  Hinilon  was  himself  present  and  turned  pale 
as  the  facts  \  ere  read.  The  meetincj  was  adjourned  until  ten 
o'clock  the  next  niornint^,  when  it  was  held  on  Saint  .\nne's 
connnon.  Templer  |iro|)osed  that  the  inhabitants  should 
form    themselves    into   companies   of   thirl}-,  and  elect  their 


officers.     Six  well   known  citizens  were  chosen   to  make 


the 


roll  of  those  willing  to  scr\e.     The)-  were  of  the  old  Canadian 
families  known  for  their  loyalty.* 


Uupy-IX'sauiiiers,  ile  I.oiigiieiiil,   I'iinct,   St.  Gf()r},'e  l)u|)ic,  Mi-ziere,  .Sar 
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Prcstdu's  (Ictaclinicnt  rotunicd  to  Montreal,  the  men  _L;rcatly 
infuriated  against  Hindon.  They  hail  leanuxl  that  it  was 
from  no  fault  of  In's,  they  had  not  been  intercepted  in  the 
woods  and  shot  down.  So  soon  as  tiiey  were  dismissed  from 
parade,  thc\-  went  in  searcli  of  him.  When  he  was  found,  the 
men  forcibly  led  him  to  the  ])illor\-  with  the  intention  of 
luuiLjinL;'  him,  but  the)-  wi-re  without  a  ladder.  The  officers 
rescucLl  liindon  before  one  couKl  be  obtainetl.  15intlon  was 
arrested  and  •  arried  before  the  maL;'istrates :  he  pleailed  ,L;uilt}' 
to  nnprudence,  liut  protested  his  iunocence.  To  save  lu's 
character  he  piaj'cd  tlic  part  of  a  loyalist,  and  took  service  in 
tiie  force  organized  for  defence.  In  llie  following;"  November, 
as  M()ntL;()mer\'  was  ad\  anciuL;'  on  Montreal,  when  on  sentry 
lie  allowed  two  of  the  partisans  of  coni^rcss  to  pass  out  by 
an  embiasure,  to  L;ive  information  concerr.in^'  the  contlition 
of  the  cit\-. 

The  attack  upon  llindon  did  not  pass  witliout  notice. 
'I'hose  who  favoured  the  cause  of  conL,n-ess  made  it  the  occasion 
of  callin,^;'  a  public  meetiui;- at  Sutherland's  coffee  house.  It 
was  there  declared,  that  the  conduct  of  the  troop-'  was  a  threat 
to  ever\-  honest  man,  and  it  was  a  matter  for  con#deratioii 
what  course  should  In:  followed  in  resenting;"  it  ;  whether  b}- 
lethal  prosecution,  or  b\-  a  report  to  the  commanding"  officer. 
The  loyalists,  on  the  other  hand,  waited  upon  colonel  Templer 
and  bct^gcd  him  to  o\erlook  what  had  taken  place;  a  recpiest 
sustained  b}'  Preston,  who  considered  that  IJindon  had  been 
more  to  blame  than  the  men,  and  that  the  latter  liad  ground 
for  a  strong  displa\'  of  feeling. 

On  the  call  for  volunteers  to  serve  at  Saint  John's,  fifty 
Canadians    enrolled    themsehes    to     proceed     thither     under 

guinct,  ( iiiy  ami  l.ciiKiiiic  I  )fsi)iii.s.  Tlie-.e  f.iniilic'N  liave  liviiii,'  icpieseiilalivcs, 
will)  llie  txct'i>liou  of  .S;iii!4iiiiK'l  mid  Si.  (icoiye  l)ii)ri\  San<;MinLt  is  ihe  l>osl 
i"eiueii>i)ereii  l)y  liis  A/rwii/ir  " /.<'  7'»/i'/ii  (hiu'ii/ir  ciV  /ii  ^i^iirnt'  (/V.f  /uis/oiiihus  {it 
Caiiihia.'"  It  is  j^'ivcii  in  full  in  M.  i'Ali!)c  ^'L'H^J;ulh's  v.ilualile  IjooU,  "Iin'iuioit 
dii  Caiuiiiit  par  Ics  Anui iau'iis."  \Vc  Ifarn  from  a  nolu  in  this  volume  by  J.  \". 
Oac(|utjs  X'ii^ei).  that  in  the  I'lencii  ;<;,7Wt'  thi-  < 'anadian  niililia  (.'Icclcd  theif 
ow'i  ofliccis  ;  Iho  f.ict  is  |vji  feclly  cxpian  iloiy,  as  ihuy  would  certainly  cIkiosc  tin.' 
sti'^iicuis.      W-ncauIt,  p.  31. 
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lieutenant  McKay,  and  they  remained  pcrforminj^"  duty  at 
the  fort  until  relieved. 

On  Carleton  hearinj^f  of  these  events  he  dcspatclied  the 
troops  which  were  at  Ouehcc,  only  leavin<f  behind  in  that 
^^arrison  a  few  \-oun_<;'  soldiers  ;  also  some  artillery  officers, 
to  consiriict  at  Saint  Jcjhn's  what  fortifications  were  possible. 
I'hc  i)lace  did  not  possess  the  least  natural  advantai^es  ;  it 
was  simply  a  military  station  at  the  head  of  the  ilrst  rapiel  of 
the  Richelieu  running  from  lake  C"hanii)lain.  'I'he  ground 
around  it  is  a  plain  ;  and  tlie  onl\'  defence  possil^lc  was  the 
construction  of  earth  intrenchments,  with  a  picket  fence  on 
their  summit.  It  was  inilefensibU.'  a^^ainst  heav}-  artillery. 
The  fact  is  tleser\ini^<)f  attention,  wlien  it  is  remembeied  tJiat 
its  Ljarrison  underwent  a  sieL;e  of  f  )rt)'  days,  and  only  surren- 
dered when  forced  to  do  so  from  dread  of  starvation.  Small 
detachments  were  sent  to  the  .Saint  l""rancis  and  to  ("hateau- 
L;ua\-,  and  thirty  men  to  l.a  (ialette  f  I'rescott)  with  instruc- 
tions to  repair  the  foit.  Carpenters  were  likewise  despatchetl 
to  the  Richelieu  to  construct  boats.  The  few  troops  at  Three 
Rivers  were  moved  to  Saint  John's.  Major  Preston  was 
[)laced  in  cc^nnnand  of  the  i;arrison. 

Carleton  immediately  left  for  Montreal.  Upon  his  arrival, 
on  the  26th  of  May,  a  dei)Utatiou  of  the  citizens  waited  upon 
him  :  .Saiii^uini't  accuses  him  of  r(,-ceivinL;'  them  with  coldness. 
llecerlainlv  found  little  in  the  cii\-  to  i;ive  him  satisfaction, 
file  a<ti\ity  of  tiie  iVieuds  of  congress,  however  carefull)' 
e.\ercised,  was  well  known.  The  ])reparat ions  for  defence 
were  incomplete.  The  whole  of  the  t^ar'-ison,  e.\cej)t  the  few 
men  left  in  the  barracks,  had  been  despatched  to  .Saint  [ohn's. 
The  !*'rench  Canadians  had  not  responded  to  the  call  to 
organize  themsehes  in  co!np,>nies.  .Many,  when  appealed  to 
not   onl)' refused    to  jcjin,  but  were    insolent    t(j    the   comm 


sioners    cniiasjeu 


Ml 


the    enrolment.      In     .Saint     Lawrer 


rs- 


ce 


suburl.:)S  the  women  intervened  and   thrt'ateiu'd   to  pelt  them 
widi  stones  and  missiles.  * 


Suitout  les  deux  qui  avoient  etc  envoyes     an.s  le  (iiul)nuig  St.  I-auient  oil 


les  femmes 


ic'iil  les  'ajiider."— S.in_miiiiel  Meinoires 
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Carleton  Jiccordin<fly  had  recourse  to  the  system  followed 
duriii^r  the  first  years  after  the  conquest,  and  by  a  procla- 
m.ition  of  the  9th  of  June,  called  out  the  militia  accordiutj  to 
the  provisions  of  the  old  law,  reinstatin;^  the  officers  appointed 
by  Murra)',  Gatje  and  Burton.  The  proceeding  was  by  no 
means  ])opuhu'.  As  is  alwaws  the  case,  there  was  dissatis- 
faction in  the  matter  of  the  appointments.  The  Canadians 
who  li\cd  ill  Montreal  pleaded  the  engagement  of  Tem[)ler 
that  they  should  be  enrolled  in  companies  of  thirty,  and 
themselves  elect  their  officers  ;  that  engagement  had  been 
departed  from,  (officers  were  imposed  upon  them.  In  order 
that  this  dissatisfaction  might  be  increased,  those  who  desired 
to  sec  the  troops  of  congress  in  possession  of  the  citx'did  their 
best  to  stir  up  discontent. 

The  Quebec  Act  had  been  in  (jperation  only  a  few  weeks, 
having  come  into  effect  on  the  1st  of  Ma}-.  The  introduction 
of  the  old  militia  act  furnished  grountl  for  the  assertion  that 
all  the  exactions  of  iIk;  l''rench  s\-siL'm,  with  the  Icttrcs  dc 
pcti'  cachet,  wotdd  again  be  rigorousl)'  enforced.  The  dis- 
affected English  speaking  inhabitants  refused  t(j  enrol  them- 
selves. Hey,  the  chief-justice,  then  in  Montreal,  remcjnstrated 
with  them  on  account  of  their  apathy,  and  awoke  some  few 
to  a  sense  of  duty.  When  it  was  seen  that  the  old  subjects 
were  commencing  to  mo\e  forward,  several  Canadians  fol- 
lowetl  their  example,  and  the  force  reached  such  a  nundjcr 
that  it  was  reviewed  b}'  Carleton. 

At  this  time  one  James  Price,  an  active  partisan  of  con- 
gress, arrived  in  Montreal.     lie  had  been  successfulh' engaged 


m  commerce,  atul   hatl 


bee 


ome  nc 


:h. 


th 


e  si)i  lU-j' 


he  had 


left  for  Boston,  no  doubt  with  ilie  view  of  consulting  with  the 
revolutionary  leaders  as  to  the  best  means  of  bringing  Canada 
within  the  influence  of  the  movement  lie  now  appeared, 
declaring    that    congress    was    greatl)'    displeased    with     the 


)roceeum<'S  o 


f   Allen    and    Ariujld,  that  their   attacl 


ic    upon 


Ticonderoga  and  .Saint  John's  being  without  authorit\-,  the 
two  had  consec|uenll\'  been  summoned  to  headquarters  to  be 
reproved  ;  these  statements  were  contained  in  a  letter  from 
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congress,  of  which  he  was  the  bearer.  I'rice  was  summoned 
to  an  interview  with  Carleton,  to  whom  he  gave  the  same 
assurance  of  the  pacific  views  entertained  towards  Canada. 
He  obtained  permission  to  proceed  to  Quebec  on  Iiis  private 
affairs,  where  he  remained  some  short  time,  and,  watching  his 
opportunity,  returned  to  Boston.  During  liis  stay  he  was  in 
constant  communication  with  the  parties  who  shared  in  his 
opinions.  It  ma\-  be  as.serted  that  his  report  of  the  coiuHtion 
of  the  phice,  and  of  the  engagements  that  were  entered  into 
with  him,  was  one  of  tlie  causes  f)f  Arnold's  invasion  a  few 
months  later. 

From  the  weak  condition  of  the  pro\-incc  and  the  uncertain 
reliance  on  the  militia,  Carleton  organized  the  hulians  to  aid 
in  its  LJefence.  There  was,  in  the  lirst  inst;fnce,  some  hesita- 
tion on  the  part  of  the  Caughna\\agas,  on  the  pretence  that 
their  village  was  exposed  ;  finally  they  agreed  to  come  forward 
and  serve.  They  were  sent  out  as  scouts  to  learn  if  any 
hostile  movement  against  Canada  was  being  undertaken. 
'J'lieir  orders  were  positi\c,  not,  under  aii\"  circumstances,  to 
be  the  aggressors,  but  if  fired  upon  to  defend  themselves. 
In  one  of  these  excursions  made  a  month  later,  in  .\ugust, 
towards  lake  Champlain,  some  Xipissing  Indians  found  a 
concealed  barge,  of  which  the\'  took  possession.  In  returning 
to  Saint  John's,  they  were  challenged  by  a  part\-  on  the  bank, 
and  called  upon  to  tleliver  up  the  barge.  .At  tlie  same  time 
the  officer  in  charge  gave  them  notice  that  he  knew  they 
had  orders  not  to  fire,  and  threatened  them  that  if  they  failed 
to  comply  with  his  demand,  his  men  would  use  force.  With- 
out'further  parley,  a  volley  was  discharged  upon  the  Indians  ; 
the  latter  immediately  returned  the  fire,  and  two  of  the  con- 
gress part}'  fell,  the  rest  fled;  the  Indians  lantled,  cut  off  the 
head  of  the  leader,  and  carrieil  it  u  ith  them  to  Saint  John's. 
A  strong  detachment  was  sent  the  next  day  to  the  spot.  The 
bodies  were  found  and  the  comnn'ssion  in  the  pocket  of  the 
corpse  shewed  that  the  commander  was  a  captain  Baker. 
Other  official  i)apers  were  obtained.  * 

•  Mme.  Vfuve  Ik-uoini  wrote  to  lier  liiolher  IScaulxissiii  on  the  29tli  August 
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Diiiint,^  this  period  Johnson  anivcd  at  Montreal,  accom- 
panied by  three  hundred  of  the  Six  Nation  tribes.  A  council 
was  held  at  which  the  Canadian  Indians  attended  ;  the  wh'^'e 
number  present,  six  hundred,  expressed  their  readiness  to 
take  the  field  in  accordance  with  the  conditions  imposed  by 
Carleton  ;  that  they  should  not  commence  the  attack,  but 
receive  the  first  fire. 

It  was  now  the  middle  of  July;  nearly  three  months  had 
elapsed  sine"  the  Quebec  act  came  into  force,  and  it  was 
necessary  to  complete  the  orj^anization  by  which  the  ^a:)vern- 
ment  could  be  carried  on.  Carleton  accordins^ly  returned  to 
Quebec  ;  he  descended  by  the  south  shore  from  Lontrueuil 
to  Sorel,  to  inspect  the  militia  which  in  this  distance  had 
assembled  oidy  to  learn  the  want  of  success  that  had  followed 
his  orders.  He  arrived  at  Quebec  on  the  2nd  of  Auj^ust, 
and  proceeded  to  establish  the  lei^islativc  council,  which  met 
for  the  first  time  on  the  17th  of  that  month.  * 

The  first  cpiestion  debated  was  the  mode  in  which  the 
pro\isions  of  the  act  should  be  carried  out.  and  there  was  Ijy 
no  means  unanimity  on  the  subject.  I'hc  discussion  had 
lasted  some  days,  when  the  news  arrived  that  the  troops  of 
contjrcss  had  ac^ain  appeared  in  the  Richelieu  and  liad  reached 
ile-aux-Xoix.  The  consecjuence  was  that  the  council  ad- 
journed on  the  7th  of  September.  Carleton,  on  hearing  this 
intelligence,  started  immediately  fc^r  Montreal.  According 
to  l^adeaux,  he  arrived  at  Three  Rivers  on  the  5th,  and  left 
on  the  7th.  f 

[Verreault,  ]).  309]  :  "  Nos  sauv;ii;es  out  fait  captive  :  tiois  des  leiirs  ayant  cte 
blessus,  ils  onl  tuc  un  iiomiuc  l{c(|iier,  uii  des  chefs  (I'ui)  ])aity  de  Iia>toiiai.;, 
ils  lui  ont  leve  la  ciievelurc,  coupe  la  tele  qirils  out  apporlee  a  St.  Jean  el  uii 
des  petits  doiiiis  de  la  main.     Jo  I'ai  vn,  le  sauvai^e  I'ayant  a|)poiie  ciie/.  nous."' 

*  The  followinj;  were  nicndiers  of  tlie  fust  legislative  council  :  II.  T. 
'"rair "'"le,  lieutenant-f^ouveinor  ;  William  Iley,  Chief-Ju.stice  ;  Ihtgii  Kinlay, 
Thon,  i)unn,  fames  t'ulhhert,  Colin  Drumniond,  Francois  I.eveque,  I'xiward 
Harrison,  Jolm  Uollins,  Adam  .Mahane,  IVcaudy  de  C'onlrecu'ur,  Rocli  St.  Ours 
Lechailions,  Charles  Fran(,-ois  Lanaudiere,  (ieorge  I'ownall,  (ieorge  Aiisopp, 
St.  Luc  de  I, a  Corne,  losejili  (1.  Chaussegros  de  I. cry,  Alexander  Johnson, 
Conrad  (Jugy,  Ficotte  de  Helestre,  Des  Dergeres  de  Kigauville,  John  Fraser. 

t  As  Hadeaux'  diary  was  written  from  day  to  day,  its  statements   must  be 
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Bacleaux  tells  of  the  bad  feeling  observable  in  the  several 
parishes  of  the  Richelieu,  most  of  the  inhabitants  taking  the 
side  of  congress  ;  likewise,  that  many  of  the  Canadians  in 
the  district  of  Three  Rivers  refused  to  enrol  themselves. 
Some  volunteers  were  obtained  from  the  parishes  of  river  du 
Loup,  ATachiche  and  Masciuinongc.  On  the  other  hand, 
Nicolct,  Hccancour,  (ienlill\-,  and  saint  I'ierrc-les-Becquets 
would  not  furnish  a  single  man.  Some  dozen  volunteers  only 
were  obtained  in  Three  Rivers,  and  under  the  command  of 
the  eldest  son  of  de  Tonnancour  the}'  proceeded  to  Saint 
John'.s. 


coiisuleieil  as  reliable.  He  tells  us  that  Carleton  was  entertained  hy  M.  de 
Tonnancour,  and  seeing  an  armed  man,  in  his  ordinary  dress  pass  uji  and 
down  before  the  windows,  asked  who  he  was.  De  Tonnancour  re]>lied  :  ''C'esi 
nil  fixctionnaiit'  potiy  ''olre  fxciilt'ihw"  It  was  one  of  a  j^uanl  posted  as  an  act 
of  courtesy  to  the  governor-ln-chief.  Carleton  went  to  the  door  and  called 
the  sentry.  Telling  liini  he  was  the  fir>l  Canadian  he  had  seen  under  arni>, 
Carleton  gave  him  a  couple  of  guineas,  one  for  himself,  one  for  the  guard. 
[Hadeaux,  6tli  Sept.  N'erreault's  Invasion,  p.  I()5J.  1  )e  Tonnancour,  then  colonel 
of  militia,  is  thus  described  in  Schlosser's  '■'■Biieftvechsel  meisl  hiatorisdien  uini 
polilischcn  Inhalts"  Vol.  V.,  p.  272  :  "  He  is  one  of  the  richest  private  men 
in  all  Canada,  a  great  contractor,  merchant,  corn  dealer,  cattle-trader,  and  Jew. 
He  sells  even  a  packet  of  pepper,  and  has  a  licpior  taproom  \Schank,  s;c\  in  his 
house.  As  a  grocer,  he  provides  the  greater  ]iart  of  Canada  with  wine,  and  at 
the  same  time  he  lives  upon  a  very  large  and  small  footing  \lebt  aiif  diiem  se/ir 
grossen  uiui  Kli'itii'ii  Fuss  zug/i-u/i].  lie  has  much  landed  projierly,  willingly 
lends  money  upon  houses  and  dwellings,  and  has  the  name  o(  /a  pape  die  Canaila, 
under  which  he  is  univensaliy  known."  'These  somewhat  rare  volumes  are  acces- 
sible to  the  Canadian  student  in  the  library  of  i)arliament,  Ottawa. 

Mailre  lean  liaplisle  Hadeaux,  the  author  of  this  diary  was  born  about  1741 
in  or  near  'Three  Rivers,  and  died  in  ijijo.  lie  was  a  notary  by  profession,  and 
acted  for  the  con)munity  of  ;-(7/^/V«j'ii  at  that  place  from  1767  to  his  death.  He 
was  a  strong  loyalist.  Not  from  this  circumstance  oidy,  but  from  the  evident 
care  with  which  the  journal  was  wiitten,  it  is  generally  accepted  as  reliable. 
Indeed  I  never  heard  its  cretlulity  inipugneil.  'The  text  is  in  good  French  anil 
bears  the  impress  of  being  conscienliuusly  recoriled.  One  puz/le  he  left  his 
readers  to  unr.ivel  in  a  phrase  at  page  iSl  (Verreault)  :  "  II  est  arrive  icy  un 
6ome  de  Canadiens  dans  un  Rogaleis  et  d'autres  par  terre."  'The  word  ••  Koga- 
lets"  remained  a  difliculty  until  determined  by  Mr.  Ihymner,  the  Canadian 
archivist,  that  it  was  an  Kngli>li  word  then  in  use,  "'row-galley,"  gallicised, 
sustaining  his  opiidun  by  leference  to  lieutenant  I  ladden's  journal,  page  22 
(Horatio  Rogers),  where  Arnold's  licet  on  lake  Champlain  in  1776  is  detailed. 
Among  the  vessels  "  3  Row  Callies"  are  named. 
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Tlic  trulli  was  thus  forced  upon  (".irlcton  lliat  he  could  not 
count  upon  tlie  Canadian  i)opulation  to  resist  the  invasion; 
and  he  coukl  form  no  opinion  as  to  the  direction  whence  the 
attack  would  be  made.  The  province  hatl  been  entered  by 
wa}'  (){  lake  ("ham|)Iain.  So  lontj  as  Saint  John's  and  C'ham- 
bly  remained  untakcn,  an  achance  in  force  aij^ainst  Alontreal 
coukl  not  be  looked  for  with  these  c;arris()ns  in  the  rear.  The 
descent  of  the  Saint  Lawrence,  by  which  Montreal  could  be 
assailed,  was  open  to  the  troops  of  congress  as  it  had  been  to 
Amherst,  and  the)-  could  descend  the  river  unopposed. 
Montreal  itself  was  threatened  within  l)\' a  iarj^e  disaffected 
l)opulation,  and  having;'  onl\-  a  limited  number  prepared  to 
come  forw  ard  in  its  defence,  the  cit)-  was  exposed  to  threat 
danger.  At  this  period  Quebec  was  not  kxjked  upon  as 
causinL!"  anxiet\'  ;  nearK'  ever\'  soldier  available  had  been 
moved  trom  the  t^arrison  to  streiit^then  .Saint  John's,  and 
Montreal  had  barely  a  hundrcil  tioops  remaining  for  its 
protection. 

The  position  of  Carleton  was  not  sim[)l}'  one  of  military 
and  political  cmbarrassinent.  I  lis  disappointment  was  ex- 
treme, that  the  Canadians  would  not  rally  for  the  protection 
of  their  homes,  and  for  the  preservation  of  those  institutions 
he  had  battled  to  obtain  for  them.  The  tiisk)\'alt\'  of  a  lartre 
part  of  the  lMi_i;lish  ])opulation  had  arisen,  owiiiL;"  to  the 
protection  granted  to  the  I'rench  Canadians  1)\-  the  imperial 
government.  The  Quebec  act,  wliile  confnming  the  observ- 
ance of  ancient  law  and  custom,  and  the  practice  of  their 
religion,  hatl  protected  the  new  subjects  against  the  estab- 
lishment of  a  house  of  assembly,  demanded  on  ])rinciples 
avowedl)-  unjust  to  them,  ami  from  which  the)-  would  have 
Ijeen  excluded.  Nevertheless,  the  men  most  inimical  to  the 
]"'rench  Canadians  during  the  years  when  their  position  in 
the  future  was  undefmed  and  uncertain,  had  succeeded  in 
impressing  them  w  ith  so  strong  a  sense  of  imaginarj'  griev- 
ances, that  they  refused  to  join  in  the  defence  of  their  homes 
and  their  countr}'.  Carleton's  letters  express  his  mortifica- 
tion   at   the  prevalence  of  this  feeling.     He  was  pcrsonalh' 
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paineil  b\-  tlic  insensibility  shewn  by  the  Canadians  to  the 
protection  accorded  them  ;  it  was  a  consecjuence  so  mucii  at 
variance  with  wliat  he  liad  hoped  and  expectcti,  that  it  neces- 
sarily paialjv.ed  his  efforts  in  tiie  defence  of  the  province. 

The  few  days  which  followed  the  arrival  of  the  troops  of 
congress  at  ile-aux-Noix  revealed  the  ilans^ers  to  which 
Canada  was  exposed,  it  Ijccaine  known  that  the\'  were 
unoppo.sed  b\-  the  habitants,  anil  had  been  supplied  with  food 
and  intelliifence. 

Many  Canatlians  were  actint^  in  (»pen  hostility  to  the 
government,  and  had  joined  the  ranks  of  the  invaders.  The 
consequence  was  that  the  whole  country  of  tiie  Richelieu 
e.xtendin*^  to  the  .Saint  Lawrence  was  oxerrun  by  the  troops 
of  congress  to  c)btain  supplies,  and  was  virtual!}-  in  their 
possession.  The  two  forts  of  Chainblj'  and  Saint  John's  were 
alone  excepted,  and  preparations  were  being  made  to  besiege 
the  latter. 

Carleton  w  as  w  ithout  strength  to  take  the  field  to  resist  the 
mo\emcnt.  His  one  hope  was  in  obtaiin'ng  reinforcements 
from  Boston,  and  that  Gage  would  send  him  men  h\  which 
he  could  become  the  as.sailant;  until  their  arrival  his  policy 
was  to  act  only  on  the  defensive,  ii  ,  therefore,  wrote  to 
(jage,  earnestly  asking  him  to  send  two  regiments,  and 
despatched  a  fast-sailing  .schooner  w  ith  his  letter.  With  this 
reinforcement  he  lumped  to  hold  his  own  against  ever}'  attack. 

Towards  the  end  of  September  he  addressed  lord  Dart- 
mouth* evidently  much  depressed,  pointing  out  the  exposed 
condition  of  Canada,  and  his  own  weak  situation.  He  set 
forth  that  the  Canadians  would  not  march  to  defend  their 
country;  on  the  contrary,  they  had  been  successfully  appealed 
to,  in  man}' instances,  to  join  the  troops  of  <  <  nigress.  The 
latter,  with  their  assistance,  had  invested  the  forts.  The 
Indians  would  do  nothing  to  meet  the  danger,  unless  the 
Canadians  would  likewise  exert  them.sclves,  Nevertheless, 
the  importance  of  the  province  would  make  him  obstinate  in 
its  defence,  in  •the  hope  of  not  being  abandoned  b)'  all  the 

*  Can.  Arch.,  <J.,  11,  p.  261,  21st  September. 
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earth.  Canada  wa.s  an  excellent  base  of  operations,  and 
10,000  or  20,000  men  collected  next  .s[)ring  at  (Jucbec,  would 
change  the  face  of  things  on  the  continent. 

This  letter  was  entrusted  to  his  aide-de-camp,  lord  I'ilt, 
and  as  the  state  of  affairs  became  more  threatening,  CarlctcMi 
took  the  opportunity-  of  sending  lady  Carlelon  to  iMigland. 
She  left  shortly  after  the  1st  of  October,  to  return,  however, 
to  Canada  the  following^  vear.  * 

It  was  the  last  act  of  service  of  lord  I'itt  in  the  war.  On 
his  arrival  in  JMigland,  lady  Chatham  wrote  to  Carleton,  that 
from  Chatham's  fixed  o])inion  with  regard  to  the  continuance 
of  the  "unhappy  war  with  our  fellow  subjects  in  America," 
he  deemed  it  necessar)-  to  cause  the  retirement  of  his  son 
from  the  .service,  f 

*  ''  15ientC)t  ai)ii,'s  inopiiicinciil  et  lo\U  ;'i  coup,  on  a  retenu  sur  uii  des  vaissoaux 
qui  soiit  au  port,  le  passage  de  Lady  Maria  Carleton  <iui  doit  partir  sous  pen  de 

jour.s  avec  sa  faiuille  jjour  rAngleterie Lord   I'ilt  et  d'autres  parlent 

pour  I'Angleterre."  Leltre  a  un  ami  a  Londres,  (Quebec,  I  Oct.,  1775.  [Ver- 
reault,  p.  351.]  We  are  informed  by  llie  baroness  Riedesel,  wlio  in  June,  1777, 
arrived  in  Quebec  by  the  first  ships  which  left  Kngland  in  .April,  that  she  was 
received  by  lady  Carlelon,  in  itself  a  jiroof  that  the  latter  returned  to  Canada  the 
precetling  year.  "  .Ms  wir  ans  Land  stiegen  fand  ich  ein  kleines  kariul  mil  eineni 
Pferde.  Dieses  war  die  Hijuipage  der  (Jeneralin  Carleton,  welche  micli  bitten 
Hess  zu  ihr  zmu  Kssen  /u  kommen,  an<l  au^h  liei  ihr  /u  lo[;iien."  Die  Herufs 
Reise  nach  America,  1801,  p.  105. 

+  Lord  I'itt  reached  London  on  the  2nd  of  November.  Hutchinson  [Diary 
and  Letters,  I.,  p.  554J  describes  the  adventure  which  he  experienced  a  few  miles 
from  town  :  "When  Lord  I'itt  arrived  from  Huebec  on  'I'hursihiy  eveniuL,', 
Mr.  I'ownnll  came  to  town  with  him,  in  the  post-chaise  from  HIackheath.  liy 
the  New  Cross  Inn  they  were  slopped  by  a  single  llii^lnvayman.  Lord  I'itt 
had  pistols,  which  they  supposed  the  Highwayman  i)erceived  when  he  stopped 
the  postilion,  for  he  immediately  put  his  arm  around  the  postilion,  and  tired  a 
pistol,  but  no  ball  entered  the  chaise  ;  upon  which  they  both  jumped  out,  each 
taking  a  ])istol.  Mr.  I'ownall  burnt  luiming,  but  the  pistol  did  not  go  oft.  The 
Highwayman  tiien  set  spurs  to  his  horse  and  they  saw  no  more  of  him." 
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CHAPTER  II.      . 

As  these  events  forced  themselves  ii[)()ii  Carleton's  atten- 
tion, I'.e  formed  the  opinion  that  the;  dcsiL;ii  of  con<^ress  was  to 
obtain  possession  of  Canada,  by  means  (jf  the  aid  fjiven  in  tiie 
])rovince  by  sympathisers  with  their  cause.  It  was  confitlently 
hoped  that  the  l^'rench  Canadians  would,  as  a  body,  be 
induced  to  remain  neutral,  either  from  exi)ectation  of  the 
benefits  they  would  derive;  or  that  from  fear  of  reprisals  they 
would  be  intimidated  from  taking-  part  in  resistin<^  the  inva- 
sion. A  meetin<^  had  been  held  at  Quebec  in  April,  before 
the  affair  of  Lexington,  at  which  one  Hrown,  an  emissary 
from  New  h'.nt^lantl,  atteiuled.  He  was  the  bearer  of  a  letter 
si<;ncd  by  Adams,  Mackay,  and  Warren,  callin;^  upon  those 
friendly  to  them  to  form  a  committee,  to  correspond  with  the 
revolutionary  committee  in  New  h-iigland.  Xo  one  present 
was  willing  to  incur  this  responsibility;  Walker,  Trice  and 
others,  however,  undertook  to  send  some  reply.  IJrown,  on 
his  part,  spoke  very  plainl}-,  and  threatened  that  the  country 
would  be  ravaged  with  fire  and  sword,  .should  the  Canadians 
take  up  arms  on  the  British  siile. 

The  attack  upon  Ticonderoga,  nevertheless,  came  upon  the 
whole  province  as  a  great  .surprise,  and  the  arrival  of  the 
party  at  Saint  John's  to  seize  the  sloop  led  to  foreboding  of 
further  aggression.  When  the  news  was  brought  to  Montreal 
by  llazen,  Arnold  was  onl\-  spoken  of  as  connnanding  the 
operation  against  Ticonderoga.  The  narrative  must  have 
come  from  himself  It  was  not  until  ICthan  Allen  landed 
on  the  1 8th  and  19th  with  three  hundred  men  that  his 
name  was  mentioned,  and  he  is  then  described  as  an  out- 
law froin  New  York.  Carleton  in  his  report  to  England 
related  Allen's  demand  for  supplies  from  Montreal,  which  he 
said  would  have  been  sent  had  they  not  been  stoi)ped.     His 
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own  position  he  described,  as  havinjr  but  six  hundred  men 
to  defend  tlic  province,  without  a  single  armed  vessel.  The 
onl)'  part  of  the  jiopuhition  wliich  had  come  forward  to 
ilefend  tiie  j^overnment  was  the  )'outli  of  Montreal,  and  uf 
the  neiLjhbourhood.  lie  acUnowled^cd  the  assistance  received 
from  the  Canadians  of  luLjher  rank  and  the  cler^\'  ;  the\'  had 
been  very  useful,  but  they  no  longer  possessed  the  inlluence 
they  once  held.  The  home  t^overmnent  could  alone  furm'sh 
him  his  two  main  re(|uirements,  men  and  money. 

It  must  remain  a  matter  of  bewilderment  that,  in  face  of 
the  ajTcrrcssive  attitude,  increasinj^  in  intensity  in  Boston  and 
New  \'ork,  Canada  should  have  been  left  in  a  defenceless 
condition.  .\s  Carleton  ])ointcd  out,  the  province  finnished 
an  excellent  ba.se  of  operations.  The  presence  of  a  stronj^ 
force  in  Canada  would  have  rendered  an\'  attempt  U)  i;ain 
pos.session  of  it  impossible,  and  wcnild  have  furnished  support 
and  encouratremcnt  to  man\-  loyalists  on  the  llud.son,  and 
around  the  southern  part  of  lake  Champlain  ;  an  influence 
which  nuLjlU  ha\e  extended  as  far  as  Albaii)-.  Nuinbers  were 
prepared  to  act  with  couraj^e  and  ener_L;y  in  defence  of  their 
opinions;  but  from  the  commencement  of  the  trouble  they 
experienced  indilterence  and  ne^dect,  and  were  left  exposed 
to  the  persecution,  which  the  dominant  part\-  practised  to 
destro)-  the  self-assertion,  if  the\-  failed  to  lessen  the  luunbers, 
of  their  opponents.  The  record  of  history  shews  indisputably, 
that  never  was  a  cause  more  flai^rantly  lost  by  folly  and 
incapatitx',  than  that  of  the  sujjporters  of  the  connnection 
with  the  mother  country. 

The  presence  of  a  [lowerful  force  in  Canada  would  have 
been  a  militarx'  demonstration  of  si<^nificance  to  carry  wei<;ht 
with  it.  The  troops  sent  to  Boston  had  as  much  in  view  the 
rebuke  of  that  mutinous  city,  as  a  part  of  a  well  conceived 
plan  of  operations.  The  neLjlect  of  all  precaution  against  the 
violence  of  the  advanced  party  gave  strength  to  the  demand 
for  independence,  liow  openly  avowed  as  an  object  desirable 
in  itself  The  movement  might  be  compared  to  a  fire,  which 
at   its  commencement   b}-  prudence  and   effort   could  easily 
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liavc  been  siihiliicd  ;  hut  which  from  the  tiinr  L,nvcn  to  it  to 
ol)t;iiii  strcii^tli  iiiid  force,  increased  to  ii  coiina^ratioii,  irre- 
sistiblj'  swcepiiitj;  all  before  it. 

The  news  of  Lexington  and  lUniker's  IhII  even  failed  to 
awaken  the  home  ininistr\'  to  the  danj^'er  of  the  situation,  and 
the  inaLjnitude  of  tiic  responsibility  it  involved.  'I'he  latti.'r 
event  was  known  in  London  in  the  middle  of  July,  a  season 
of  the  \-ear  which  admilteil  the  adoption  of  the  most  active 
measures.  But  w  ith  all  the  painful  facts  accompanyintj;  the 
report,  it  ^ave  rise  t(j  no  true  conception  of  the  magnitude  of 
the  event,  or  what  it  portended.  It  created  no  outburst  of 
national  sentiment.  In  some  (piarlers  it  was  even  looked 
upon  as  a  humiliation  of  the  court.  It  was  followed  In-  no 
active  iireparations.  There  was  no  feeling"  that  the  nation  was 
in  an  unhappy  crisis  which  ini;4ht  brinj^'  with  it  terrible 
consecpiences.  Had  ten  thousand  troo[)s  been  sent  to  Canada, 
sustained  by  a  fleet,  with  the  avowed  purpose  of  bcint^  present 
to  sustain  the  parliamentai}'  ri_L;ht  claimed  b\'  (Ircat  Hritain, 
it  w(nild  ha\e  been  an  exhibition  (;f  power  felt  throu<^h()Ut  the 
continent.  But  the  ministers  remainetl  as  indiffcrcMit  to  the 
teachini,^  of  LexinLjton  and  Bunker's  hill,  as  if  these  two 
misfortunes  had  been  scjme  obscure  disturbance  that  hail 
happened  in  a  forcitjn  country.  There  was  an  entire  paralysis 
of  authorit}'.  It  was  known  thai  Ouebcc  was  without  troo]>s, 
there  was  some  vat^ue  talk  of  sentlin<^  some  re<j[iments  for  its 
defence,  but  nothing  was  done.  Never  was  there  such  an 
exhibition  of  incompetence,  folly,  and  disi;raceful  inaction. 

While  Carleton  was  in  this  painful  situation,  without  men 
or  money,  threatened  with  attack,  the  whole  prcn'ince  in  an 
upheaval  of  excitement,  beiiij^  without  the  means  of  teilinL^ 
friend  from  foe,  he  was  receiviiiL;'  letters  from  Dartmouth,  then 
the  secretar\'  for  the  colonies,  which  would  have  depressed 
a  mind  stront^^cr  than  iiis.  Dartmouth  wrote  him  that  as  it 
was  necessar)'  to  increase  Gage's  army,  the  kini^  relied  on  the 
loyalty  of  his  Canadian  subjects.  A  force  of  three  thousantl 
men  was  to  be  raised  to  act  separately,  or  in  conjunction 
with  the  regulars.     The}'  had   in    London   all   been  painfully 
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iinpresscd  witli  iIk;  loss  of  Ticonclcroj^a.  *  On  the  I2tli  of 
Jul)-,  I  ).irtiiioiith  notified  ( !arlct()ii  that  the  "  Li/ard  "  was 
coiiV()yiii.if  the  "Jacol)"  with  arms  and  clothiii;^  for  three 
thousand  men,  and  some  h'l^ht  i^uns.  lie  trusted  that 
'I'iconileroj^a  had  been  recovered,  ami  the  rebelhon  on  tliat 
side  put  down.  ViLjorous  efforts  were  to  be  made  by  sea  and 
land.  The  aihniral  liad  received  six'cial  instructions.  The 
land  opfiatioiis  liad  hi'cii  left  to  (iaL;e,  anil  Carlcton  was  to 
su[)i)ort  liini.  A  fortni;.;ht  later,  ("arleton  was  instructed  to 
raise  six  thousand,  in  place  of  three  thousand  men. 

The  facts  which  have  beiMi  Ljiven  shew  the  true  coiulition 
of  Canada  at  this  date,  and  the  false  theories  entertaineil  in 
London  of  what  could  he  effected  in  the  provinc<'.  .\  know- 
ieilgc  of  the  e\ents  as  they  were,  and  a  proper  appreciation 
of  the  ilaiiLjer  to  which  Canada  was  exposed,  would  liave 
admitted  no  such  fallacies.  The  provincial  records  can 
furnisii  more  than  (juc  occasion  when  imperial  officials  have 
acted  with  this  perversity  of  view,  owint^  to  an  unfortunate 
ii^norance  ot  our  histor),  and,  what  is  worse,  from  indiffi'ience 
re;4ardiiii4  it.  It  has  happened  in  this  centur_\',  in  some 
embarrassing;-  circumstance,  that  the  true  cause  of  dispute  has 
been  set  out  of  view,  and  the  complications  have  been  consid- 
ered in  the  liifht  alone  they  would  affect  ministerial  interests 
in  the  house  of  cf)mmons,  in  place  of  their  bein^  thorouLjliK' 
])rol)cd  t(j  the  core.  The  conse(|uence  has  been  the  adoption 
of  some  unwise'  temporary  expedient  to  tide  ()\er  the  difficult}-, 
in  place  of  resolutely  looking'  in  the  face  the  facts  realh- 
re'.piirin<^  attention. 

Xo  one  can  attentively  read  the  history  of  the  Iw  enty  years 
of  the  north  American  continent,  from  the  peace  of  Paris  to 
the  peace  of  Versailles,  without  beini;  impressed  with  the 
want  i>f  knowled!_;e  of  colonial  affairs  apparent  in  London. 
The  dispute  was  carried  on  from  year  to  _\ear,  but  the  real 
causes  of  its  continuance  remained  unknown.  .\n  invcstiijja- 
tioii  of  the  hidden   motives  of  the  leaders  of  the  discontent 


*  Can.  Arch.,  Q.,  1 1.,  p.  152.  i.st  July,  1755.  Dartiiunitli  continued  in  office 
four  niDiulis  fioni  tliis  liale.  dcrmniiie  was  ya/ettcd  as  seciclaiy  on  the  Iltli  of 
November. 
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slmuld  havt;  been  coiuliutcd  uilh  jii^lici'  and  furljcaiaiu'c, 
and  tin-  wisest  statesinaiiNliip  exercised  to  satisfy  the  increas- 
iii;^  dis(|uietude.  I'lil  iiicre  acts  of  parliament  ali'nc  were 
l)asscd,  the  oiil)'  effect  of  which  was  to  increase  tlie  hilteriiess, 
and  to  intensify  the  self-assertion  of  the  colonial  mind  ;  ami 
Tiicre  was  a  |)er|)etual  misconception  as  to  the  nu'asiires, 
in(h'speiisahle  to  create  a  satisfact(jr\'  acceptance  of  the 
national  relatii  m-^hip. 

The  continnal  nnwise  choice  of  men  to  carr_\-  out  the  ill- 
conceived  plans  which  were  adoplc;d,  from  their  unfitncssi 
want  of  judj^ment,  and  imprudence,  made  the  conse(|iienccs 
more  tlisastrous.  Tlieri  was  constant  procrastination,  as  if 
delay  was  wisdom.  Much  of  this  error  ma_\-  lie  imputed  to 
the  failure,  c  h.uacteristic  of  those  daj'S,  to  ,nrasp  the  true  con- 
dition of  the  colonial  relation,  and  ihe  w.mt  of  know  ledL;e  of 
the  events,  h}'  which  the  provinces,  step  In*  step,  hail  emerj^etl 
to  strenL;th  and  prosperity.  I'alse  principles  conseijuently 
obtained  acceptance,  and  men  i^ained  the  ministerial  conii- 
dcnce,  whose  advice  too  often  was  pinmptetl  by  tlu'ir  own 
interests.  Ihe  latter  intluence  has  by  no  me.ins  disappeared; 
it  is  traceable  at  this  hour,  and  will  be(|ueath  in  the  future 
the  heritage  of  trouble  aiul  difilcult)-. 

The  histo')'  of  the  past  can  ne\er  be  ignored  ;  it  is  the 
te.\t  book  of  the  far-seein;^  statesman  who  adapts  it  to  modern 
requirement.  When  the  necessit\-  for  chan<^^e  becomes  a 
rccognisetl  dominant  belief,  it  furnishes  the  startiiii^-point  lor 
the  new  and  better  order  of  lhin;^s,  the  introduction  of  which 
every  indication  (jf  the  time  jiroclaims  can  no  louL^er  be 
dela\'ed. 

It  rcquireil  no  e.vtraoiilinaiy  means  to  ]ia\e  preserx  ctl 
Canada  from  the  in\asionof  1775.  Two  regiments  sent  to 
the  proxince,  with   two  ships  of  war  in   the  .Saint    Lawience, 
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\esscls  on  lake  Champlain  would  have  made  an\'  advance  by 
those  waters  impossible. 
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I  have  mentioned  that,  early  in  September,  Carleton,  feelin<j 
his  position,  apph'ctl  to  (iai^c  at  Hoston  for  two  regiments  to 
be  sent  to  Canada  to  enable  him  to  act  as  he  held  expedient. 
His  letter  was  carried  by  the  schooner  "  Success,"  which 
reached  lioston  on  the  lOth  of  October,  the  afternoon  of  the 
day  on  which  Gage  left  for  iMigland.  Howe  ordered  two 
transports  to  be  immediately  prepar- d,  and  detailed  an 
officer  and  a  battalion  for  the  service.  Graves,  the  admiral 
in  command  of  the  tlect,  acted  with  the  disregard  of  the 
public  service  which  characterized  his  whole  career.  lie 
declined  to  furnish  the  vessels,  on  the  ground  that  in  the 
month  of  October  a  passage  from  Jioston  to  Quebec  was 
extremely  dangerous,  that  the  scheme  w  as  therefore  imprac- 
ticable, and  it  was  not  advisable  to  attempt  it.  In  this  dis- 
creditable opinion  he  was  sustained  by  two  captains  of  the 
navy  name;.!  llartwell  and  Macartney,  'rhesc  wc-rc  the  da\'s 
when  officers  thought  first  of  securing  themselves  against  all 
rislc  of  trouble,  but  not  of  the  performance  of  public  duty. 
To  avoid  censure  1)\'  extreme  prudence  was  the  first  con- 
sideration in  these  times  of  evil.  There  was  throughout  both 
services  an  absence  of  all  chivalr\-  and  j)atriotism.  Officers 
h.ad  fallen  back  to  the  letbarg)-  antl  ilisregaid  of  dut)'  of  the 
prc-Chatham  da)'s,  when  failure  was  the  accompaniment  of 
every  British  enterprise.  1  [owe  did  not  conceal  his  condem- 
nation of  these  disgracefiil  object i<>ns,  but  he  was  powerless 
to  act  against  them;  he  wrote,  "The  Troops  anil  'Iransports 
would  have  been  in  readiness  on  the  i  ;tli,  but  the  inclosed 
Letter  received  last  night  from  the  admiral  (iraves  has,  I  am 
concerned  to  sa\-,  frustrated  my  intentions,  b\'  stating  diffi- 
cultie.'-:  tliat  <h\l  tkh  occur.  Under  such  ciicumstances  I 
hasten  to  despa'ch  l.>ack  tlu;  schooner  "  .Suci  t  -.s,"  ;'ntl  shall 
be  extremely  anxious  to  hea''  the  result  of  your  critical 
situation."* 

How  ^lifferent  the  conduct  of  this  m.ui  Gra\cs  from  that  of 
HawK^    on  the  _'oth  of   Noveml)cr,    1759,  in  (juiberiJn   bay. 


*  Can.  Arch.,  (J.,  11  ,  \k  2SS. 
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The  sea  svas  rolliiiLj  liic;li.  I  laukc  directed  the  pilot  to  sail 
onwards  towards  the  enemy.  The  pilot  represented  the  peril 
of  this  course.  "  You  have  done  j'our  duty  in  tiiis  remon- 
strance," replied  ILuvke,  "  \-ou  are  now  to  obey  my  orders 
and  lay  me  alonij  the  b'rencli  atlmiral."  The  result  was 
victory.  Ilatl  a  sailor  of  the  cliaraoter  of  llawke  been  at 
Boston,  the  regiments  would  have  been  sent  under  an\-  risk, 
and  Montgomery  and  his  force  would  have  been  driven  to 
the  four  winds,  as  happened  tiiC  May  following  witli  the 
congress  troops,  who  then  occupied  Canada.  Carleton  was 
accortlingl)'  left  to  his  own  narrow  resources,  to  do  as  he 
best  coukl  in  his  defenceless  condition. 

The  attack  of  Ticonderog-i  proved  most  embarrassing  to 
the  more  moderate  members  of  congress.  The  matter  had 
not  been  undertaken  with  their  consent,  and  although  the 
extreme  party  had  determined  to  commit  the  provinces  to 
hostility  with  the  \iew  of  attaining  complete  indepeiuience, 
there  were  maii_\-,  whale\er  their  sympathies  in  the  dispute, 
who  saw  the  extreme  h;i,'ai\l  of  the  undertaking,  and  the 
immense  j^ower  with  which  the  newl\'  le\ied  colonial  troops 
woukl  have  to  contend.  As  there  was  doubt  as  to  the  success 
of  any  immediate  armed  resistance,  so  hesitation  was  felt  in 
the  recognition  of  the  wisdom  of  it.  .Maii\-  jet  hoped  that 
some  accomnuxlation  might  be  effected,  although  the  mode 
b\-  whicli  it  could  be  attained  had  not  presented  itself.  The 
determination  of  this  srcticMi  of  the  part\-  was  to  jjrevent  an\' 
active  movement  of  the  troo[)s,  to  retain  them  on  the  defence, 
and  so  long  as  they  remained  unmolested,  that  no  offensive 
movement  woukl  be  made.  .\t  this  earl_\-  stage.  Gage  may 
have  i)ecii  misled  by  this  feeling  to  continue  inactive  ;  Init  the 
event  of  Hunker's  hill  >hould  have  satisfied  him,  that  the  onl\- 
protection  lor  his  trot)[)s  in  the  cit\'  of  liostoii  was  that  which 
they  could  obtain  I'cr  themselves. 

C"onset[uentl\',  the  success  obtained  In-  .Allen's  self-con- 
stituted force  prcsentctl  !'o  cf)mmon  difHculty.  Allen  and  the 
volunteers  with  hiir.  hail  actetl  from  an  imj)ulse  coiueyed 
from  Connecticut.     Arnold,  although  holding  the  commis'-iou 
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of  colonel  from  the  commandant  at  Boston,  probably  obtained 
the  news  of  the  proposed  expedition  as  a  Connecticut  man, 
and,  on  communicatin^L,^  it,  recei\cd  the  instructions  on  which 
he  acted.  He  had,  however,  been  present  without  anj-  force. 
Congress  was  in  the  position  that  the  attcmi)t  had  been  made 
and  had  succeeded,  and  could  n<jt  be  disowned,  for  such  a 
vote  wouUl  cnta.'l  a  re-surrcniler  of  the  places  taken.  The 
delegates  therefore  gave  their  authority  to  the  act,  and 
passed  the  unwarrantable  resolution  that  "there  is  indubitable 
evidence  that  a  design  is  formed  by  the  l>ritish  ministr}-  of 
making  a  cruel  invasion  from  the  province  of  Quebec  upon 
these  Colonies,  for  the  purpose  (jf  dcstro\  ing  our  lives  and 
liberties."  Orders  were  givcii  for  the  cannon  and  stores  to 
be  removed,  with  instructions  that  an  inventor}-  should  be 
taken,  "  in  order  that  the}'  ma}'  be  safely  returned,  when  the 
restoration  of  the  former  harinony  Detween  Great  l^ritain,  so 
ardently  wished  for,  shall  render  it  prudent  and  consistent 
with  the  overruling  law  of  self-i)reservation." 

In  order  that  congress  should  not  be  in\-olved  in  further 
operations,  or,  as  it  has  been  suggested,  should  In'  Canada 
into  securit}',  a  resolution  vvas  passed,  on  the  1st  of  June,  to 
the  effect  "  that  as  this  congress  has  nothing  more  in  view 
than  the  defence  of  these  colonies,  no  e.xpeditioii  or  excursion 
ought  to  be  undertaken  or  made,  b\'  an\-  colon}'  or  bod}'  of 
colonists,  against  or  into  Canada." 

Even  after  liunker's  hill  on  the  17th  of  June,  on  the  ist  of 
July  a  petition  was  agreed  ripon  to  thri  "  king's  most  l^xccl- 
lent  Majesl}',"  declaring  that  they,  the  c(jlonists,  "  remained 
his  dutiful  subjects,  and  prax'ing  that  his  magnanimit}'  and 
benevolence  might  determine  some  mode  In-  which  the 
applications  of  his  faithful  colonists  might  be  improved  into 
a  I'.appy  and  permanent  reconciliation."  The  author  of  the 
address  wa^  Dickenson,  and  it  was  carried  by  his  innucnce. 
The  support  it  recei\'ed  shews  that  there  was  still  a  powerful 
])art}'  inclined  to  peace.  Hut  we  may  doubt  the  sincerity  of 
the  vote,  in  the  nu'nds  of  man}-  who  supported  it;  it  is  no 
over-strained  opinion  that  it  had  equall}-  in  \iew  the  design  of 
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paralysing  opinion    in   England,  b)-   keeping  alive  the   hope 
that  accoinniodation  was  j-et  possible. 

The  event  of  Ikmlcer's  iu'll  certainly  strengthened  the 
extreme  party.  No  other  explanation  cai;  be  given  of  its 
ability  to  carry  a  vote  on  the  ^^th  of  June,  within  four 
weeks  of  the  disclaimer  of  all  intention  to  invade  Canada, 
instructing  general  Schuyler  to  proceed  to  Ticonderoga, 
and,  if  ])racticable,  immediately  to  take  possession  of  Saint 
John's  and  Montreal,  "  and  pursue  any  other  measures  in 
Canada  which  would  have  a  tendenc)'  to  promote  the  [)cacc 
and  sccurit}'  of  these  colonics." 

Allen  relates  that  when  this  order  was  received  by  .Schuyler, 
although  not  holding  a  commission  under  congress  he  was 
invited  to  join  the  extpedition,  and  that  feeling  highl}'  gratified 
by  the  offer,  he  unhesitatingly  accepted  it  and  accompanied 
the  expedition.  At  the  end  of  .August*  Schuyler's  force 
descended  the  lake  to  iie-au.x-Noi.x,  of  which  pos.session  was 
tiiken,  and  a  strong  picquet  was  sent  to  reconnoitre  Suint 
John's,  to  learn  its  force  and  state  of  defence.  The  detach- 
ment was  met  Ijy  a  i)art\'  of  Indians  who  had  been  tlctachcd 
on  similar  duty,  the  new.;  of  the  arrival  of  the  invaders  having 
reached  the  garrison.  .\  skirmish  ensued,  when  there  was  a 
trifling  loss  on  both  sides.  J'rescott,  then  in  command  in 
Montreal,  on  receiving  a  report  of  these  events,  sent  an  order 
to  the  parishes  around  the  city,  for  fifteen  men  from  each 
company  to  join  the  force  at  Saint  John's.  No  answer  was 
made  to  this  requisition.  In  Montreal  several  young  men 
again  declared  their  readiness  to  serve.  I  h;ive  mentioned 
that  on  the  first  appearance  of  Arnold  and  Allen  at  Saint 
John's,  a  party  of  Canadian  volunteers,  on  Colonel  Templer's 
appeal,  had  proceeded  to  Saint  John's  and  garrisoned  the 
fort,  until  relieved  by  a  detachment  of  the  26th.  One  hundred 
and  twenty  again  came  forward  f  under  the  command  of  de 

*  We  lenrn  from  a  letlcr  from  Wasliingloii  to  liis  h^ollier,  Jolin  Augiislin, 
dated  loth  September,  tliat  .Scluiyler  left  Crow:    PoiiU  on  the  31st  August. 

t  15y  a  letter  of  Cliartier  de  1-othinicre,  dated  23rd  J.imiary,  1 779,  aild'e.Nsed 
to  llaldimand,  lately  ])ul)lisheil,  the  Caiiailians  on  that  occasion  were  one  hundred 
and  Iweiuy-one  in  number. 
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l^claitrc  and  dc  T.onLjueuil.  They  included  in  the  ranks  many 
}'()un<j  men  of  faniil)',and  several  prosperous  merchants  of  the 
French  Canadians.  The  names  of  no  I^ritish  volunteers 
appear  in  the  list  of  those  who  surrendered  on  the  capture  of 
the  fort.  Those  of  the  Knt^lish  speaking  population  who 
ranged  themselves  on  the  side  of  the  government  remained  to 
perform  duty  in  Montreal.  The  number  however  included 
many  of  those  actually  disloyal,  as  subsequent  events  proved. 

The  h'rench  Canadian  detachment  left  on  tlu"  jth  of  Sep- 
tember. A  few  days  after  their  arrival  at  Saint  John's,  a 
party  of  tliirty  was  ordered  to  an  outpost  two  miles  from 
the  fort.  They  were  attacked,  on  taking  possession  of  the 
post,  by  a  strong  detachment  of  the  besieging  force.  As  the 
Canadians  ditl  not  conceive  they  could  maintain  their  posi- 
tion, they  re-embarked  in  their  barges.  Three  of  the  number, 
however,  remained  behind,  in  a  sinall  house,  it  is  difficult  to 
explain  in  what  circumstances.  Dc  Houcherville  with  another 
was  standing  at  the  door,  when  the  small  party  was  over- 
powered by  numbers  ;  in  an  attempt  to  Icu-e  the  i)lace, 
I'erthuis,  the  interpreter  to  the  Abenakis,  was  shot  dead,  and 
de  la  Bruere  had  both  arms  broken. 

The  cntr\-  of  an  armed  force  into  Canada  was  an  extreme 
act  of  aggression  in  e\ery  respect  immistakable,  and  in  the 
relation  which  the  provinces  held  to  each  other,  an  attempt  at 
concpiest.  Viewing  it  from  the  side  of  congress,  it  must  be 
looked  upon  as  an  act  of  vi^^our  and  enterprise,  and  of  great 
political  significance.  It  was  an  exhibition  of  strength,  which 
increa.sed  the  confidence  of  tlic  adherents  of  the  extreme 
party,  and  with  the  \va\cring  ccMifirmctl  an  abstinence  f)f 
(jpposition  to,  if  not  the  acceptance  of,  the  cause.  The  oj)por- 
tunity  was  one  which  furnished  a  certain  guarantee  of  success. 
The  entire  Briti.-^h  force  on  the  continent  was  kept  bhjckadetl 
in  Boston,  either  by  an  inability  to  move,  or  from  disinclination 
on  the  part  (jf  the  commander  to  act.  l^verx'  da)-,  British 
power  throughout  the  jjnninces  was  becoming  more  dis- 
credited. Canada  itself  was  poorly  garrisoned,  and  considered 
incapable  of  resisting  a  well-directed    attack.     There  was  a 
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part)'  of  i^reat  activity,  if  not  of  threat  numerical  streiit^th,  on 
the  side  of  conjjjress,  and  the  pohlical  ai^^eiits  hml  reported 
that  the  T'rench  Canadians  would  remain  neutral.  In  many 
districts  it  was  anticipated  they  were  prepared  to  <;ivc  active 
support.* 

it  was  resolved  to  enf^a^e  in  the  attack  with  a  strong 
force  ;  three  thousand  men  were  detailed  for  the  service, 
consistin;^  of  two  regiments  of  New  \'ork  militia,  with  some 
companies  from  New  iMigland,  and  preparations  were  actively 
commenced  at  ri(.()nderoga,  and  Crown  I'oint,  to  make  the 
organization  as  i)crfect  as  ]5ossible. 

The  force  did  not  arr;\e  at  lal'ce  Champlain  in  its  full 
strength  as  rapidly  as  was  looked  for.  Montgf)mer\- remained 
at  Crown  I'oint  engaged  in  discipliin'ng  the  force  under  his 
command,  when  he  received  intelligence  that  an  armed 
schofiner  and  some  gun-boats,  constructed  at  St.  John's  since 
the  appearance  of  the  troops  of  congress  in  Ma}',  were  pre- 
paring to  a.scend  the  river  and  obstruct  his  advance  by  the 

*  There  is  a  jjicpoiidcraiice  of  evidence  to  establish  that  the  invasion  of 
Canada  in  1755  was  only  undertaken  on  tiie  assurance  that  the  l-'rencli  Canadians 
would  remain  neutral,  and  that  liiey  would  welcome  conlially  the  success  of  the 
troops  of  Congress.  Tencii  'I'ilghman,  .secretary  to  tlie  Indian  commissioners  at 
Albany,  wrote  in  liis  journal  on  the  31st  of  .\  lyust,  1775  :  "  I'roni  the  accounts 
general  .Schuyler  gave  us  of  the  slate  of  his  army,  I  tremble  for  him  in  his  ex|)e(li- 
tion  against  St.  John's.  He  wants  almost  everything  necessary  for  the  v,quipnient 
of  an  army,  lie  complains  much  of  the  dilatoriness  of  the  York  committee,  llis 
great  dependence  is  upon  the  neutrality  of  the  Canadians  ;  if  tliey  do  not  assist 
gov,  Carleton,  Schuyler  has  nimd)ers  sufiicient  to  rout  [him],  badly  disciplined 
and  accoutered  as  they  are.'' 

Wftshington,  in  his  instructions  to  .Arnold  when  starting  on  the  expedition  uj) 
the  Kennebec,  distinctly  desires  that  the  affections  of  the  )ieople  may  be  conciliated, 
and  Arnold  is  directed  to  convince  "them  that  we  come  at  the  rei|ue>t  of  many  of 
their  principal  people."  Mis  language  fui'.her  is  that  "The  success  of  this  enter- 
prise under  God  depends  wholly  upon  the  spirit  with  which  it  is  |nished,  and  the 
favourable  disposition  of  the  Canadian.-  and  Indians.  Vou  are,  by  every  means  in 
your  power,  to  endeavor  to  discover  the  real  sentiments  of  the  ( Canadians  towards 
our  cause,  and  particularly  as  to  this  e.vpedition,  be.iring  in  mind,  that  if  they  are 
averse  to  it,  and  will  not  co-operate,  or  at  least  willingly  accpiiesee,  it  must  fail  of 
success.  In  this  case  you  are  by  no  means  to  prosecute  the  attempt  ;  the  expense 
of  the  expelition,  and  the  disappointment,  are  not  to  be  put  ir,  competition  with 
the  dangerous  conse(|uences,  which  may  ensue  from  irritating  iheni  against  us,  and 
detaching  them  from  that  neutrality  which  they  havs  adopted." 
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lake.  Althouc^h  but  fifteen  luuKlrcd  men  had  been  assembled 
and  they  were  only  imperfectly  orijanized,  he  resolved  no 
lon^c^er  to  delay  his  de[)arturc.  It  was  under  these  circum- 
stances the  expedition  was  hurrieil  forward,  so  that  ile- 
aux-Noix,  twelve  miles  from  .Saint  John's,  should  be  held  in 
pos.session,  and  sufficient!)-  fortified  to  prc\ent  the  passage  of 
the  armed  vessels  by  which  Montgomery's  force  might  be 
threatened. 

.Schuyler,  who  commanded  in  chief,  shortly  afterwards 
arrived  from  .Albany.  1  lis  first  act  was  to  publish  a  i)roclama- 
tion  to  encourage  the  Canadians  to  ]o\n  him,*  and  believing 
that  there  would  be  little  (Ji)position  at  Saint  Jcjhn's,  on  the 
6th  of  September  he  advanced  by  water  against  the  fort. 
The  boats  were  received  with  a  continued  and  determined 
fire,  giving  evidence  that  the  fort  was  strongly  garrisoned  and 
capable  of  resistance.  Schuyler  did  not  persevere  in  the 
attack,  but  landed  some  two  miles  above  the  fort.  The 
counlr\-  here  was  woody  and  interstxted  b\'  swam;)  ;  ui  this 
situation  liis  force  was  attacked  1)\-  a  body  of  Indians,  in 
which  some  loss  was  experienced,  as  I  have  related. 

The  de'iachmcnt,  consecjucntly,  retired  to  ile-aux-Xoi.\  to 
await  the  arrival  of  the  ctMuplement  of  its  strength. 
Schuyler  returned  to  .\lbany  to  conclude  a  treaty  w  ith  the 
Indians,  so  that  their  neutralit}- could  be  obtained;  a  dut)-  he 
had  undertaken,  and  which  was  to  occu[n-  much  of  his  time. 
Being  shortly  afterwards  attacked  by  a  serious  fit  of  illness, 
he  was  incai)acitated  from  returning  to  Canada,  and  the 
operations  were  left  entireU'  to  the  direction  of  Montgomery. 

Richard  Montgomery  was  an  Irishman  of  good  famiU',  his 
father  ha\-ing  been  member  for  Liffard.  lie  was  born  near 
I^'eltrim,  in  December  173O,  so  he  had  just  reached  his  thirty- 
ninth  year  when  he  fell  at  Quebec.  He  passed  through 
Trinity  college,  and  joined  the  17th  regiment  at  eighteen. 
He  was  present  at  Louisbourg:  on  .Amherst's  ad\ance  up  lake 
Champlain  in  1759,  and  in  Ilaviland's  expcdition'of  1760. 
He  became  a  captain  in  1762,  and  was  engaged  in  the  opera- 

*  This  address  is  given  at  the  end  of  this  chapter. 


t  r 


I// 


51 


KK'I!  Al-lh    \I()\1C,(  iMi;i<N' 


439 


tiniis  Ijcforc  ^^<'l^tini(lue,  .'111(1  1  [a\'an;i.  I  Ic  rclii  rued  to  X<\v 
\'()rk  ami,  selliiii;"  out  of  h.is  corps,  he  purchased  a  farm 
near  KiiiLj['s  Hridijc,  and  married  Janet,  a  dau<fhtcr  of  jud;_;c 
Robert  Li\  iii.L;stotic.  All  the  Livnit;"stones  were  pronounced 
antai^onists  of  the  stami)  act,  and  took  the  extreme  view  of 
coloin'al  pretension.  W  ith  his  wife,  it  ma)'  be  said,  Mont- 
i4omer\-  accepted  the  |>  itical  opinions  of  her  kindred; 
possibly,  to  some  extent  forced  inl(j  them  b)'  the  [xiwerfu! 
family  into  which  he  married.  His  talents  likewise  led  to 
his  bein^r  treated  with  consideration,  for  uiuloubtcill)-  he  was 
a  distini;uished  soldier,  haviiiLf  [)assed  throu^t;"h  twenty  j'cars' 
.service  in  the  best  school.  1  le  was  elected  to  the  first  pro- 
vincial cc^ngress  in  1775,  autl  at  (Mice  a|)poiiite(.l  a  bri^adicr- 
i^encral.  Mont;.4omer)-  ma)'  be  consitlered  to  have  drifted 
into  his  antaijonism  to  the  mother  ccnmtry,  for  it  is  hard  to 
conceive  the  political  reasonini;"  which  affected  his  mind. 
The  extent  to  which  he  was  indeljted  to  the  support  he 
received  from  the  I'"rench  Canadians  w  ill  hereafter  be  seen  ; 
and  few  have  ever  been  more  favoured  1))-  circumstances  than 
was  MontP"omer\-,  duriiiLr  the  earl\-  months  of  this  campaiirn 
to  close  so  disastrously  for  himself 

Fort  Saint  John's  was  i^arrisoned  1)\-  five  hundred  and  five 
men  of  all  ranks  of  the  7th  royal  fusiliers,  and  the  26th 
regiment,  thirtj'-ei^ht  of  the  njyal  artiller\-,  eiL^ht  of  Maclean's 
corps,  and  fifteen  of  the  ro\'al  nav)-.  There  were  also  present 
one  hundred  and  twenty  Canadian  volunteers  from  .Montreal, 
making"  a  total  of  6g6.  Some  artificers  were  also  present.* 
Exce[)t  the  detachment  of  eight\'-two  men  at  Chambly  and 
the  few  companies  in  Montreal,  this  force  represented  the 
whole  of  the  imperial  tr()0[)s  in  Canada. 

As  Montgomery  was  joined  by  his  reinforcements  aiul 
artiller}-,  he  sent  out  parties  to  scour  the  countr)',  to  obtain 
supplies,  and  to  learn  the  feeling  of  the  inhabitants.  It  was 
a  rare  case  when  the  Canadians  showed  disfavour  to  the 
invaders;  many  joined  the  ranks,      In.  all  instances  they  were 


*  Can.  Arch.,  <^>.,  il.,  p.  2S2 
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willing  to  furnish  information;  active  assistance  was  given  in 
the  transjjort  of  artiller)- ami  munitions  of  war;  the  provisions 
demanded  were  supplied.  The  payment  made  was  in  the 
paper  money  of  congress,  a  proceeding,  with  the  habitants' 
experience  of  Bigot's  ordonnaiiccs,  anything  but  agreeable, 
and  which  could  not  have  been  conducive  to  their  confidence 
in  the  cause  the\'  had  embraced. 

Nevertheless,  the  majority  of  the  habitants  living  in  the 
district  of  the  Richelieu  were  to  be  found  on  the  siile  of  con- 
gress, and  a  considerable  number  took  the  field.  The  leaders 
in  the  movement  wcrejames  Livingston  ;  oneJercm\-  Duggan, 
who  had  been  a  barber  in  Montreal,  then  a  bankrupt  wheat 
merchant;  and  Loizeau,  a  blacksmith.  Livingston  was  the 
son  of  a  prosperous  merchant  in  Montreal,  who,  b\'  means  of 
some  of  the  Caughiiawaga  Indians,  constantly  communicated 
\\\\.\\  the  provincial  leaders  in  Albanx'.  Two  of  the  younger 
Livingstons  had  joined  their  elder  brother,  and  the  liouse  in 
Montreal  was  the  rendezvous  of  all  who  were  disaffected  to 
the  government.  Some  one  iumdred  and  fifty  of  the  sj'm- 
pathisers  established  themselves  at  point  ()li\ier,  on  the 
western  baid-:  of  the  Richelieu,  where  the  ("hambl)- basin  falls 
into  the  stream.  They  placed  themselves  under  the  command 
of  the  three  persons  named,  and  there  formed  a  small  camp.* 

Satiguinet,  a  stnjng  ro\-alist  in  feeling,  in  his  memoirs  from 
time  to  time  expresses  his  surprise  at  what  he  describes  the 
inactivity  of  Carleton.  He  complains  that  he  did  not  imme- 
diately take  measures  to  break  up  the  camp  at  point  Olivier, 

*  Sdiuc  of  the  Idlers  ol  ])u;_;i;an  and  Livingston  were  inlercejiled,  and  have 
lieeii  jireserveil.  They  arc  dated  from  point  Olivier  on  the  l6lh  and  181I1  of  Sep- 
tember, and  are  in  e.\ecra1)le  I'rench.  [t'an.  .Arch.,  (,).,  11,  pp.  252-255.]  A  joint 
letter  to  the  captains  of  militia  of  the  jiaiishes  extendini^  to  (Juebec  calls  upon 
them  to  send  piovisions  an<l  to  join  the  force  assembled.  .\  pass,ip;e  of  this  letter 
runs:  "ils  esperent  (pae  vos  c(eurs  se  joindrons  aiix  lenr  qui  travaillent  \m\\x  la  con- 
linuation  de  nos  hiens  et  toute  autre  Droit  aflirnn-  sou^  leurs  Ames  et  Conscience." 

Livingstons  letter  (jf  the  iSth,  after  appealing  to  the  habilaiits  to  come  forward, 
"  avec  vos  armes  aim  de  pouvoir  empecher  des  llaux  (jue  nous  sommes  menacees," 
adds:  "  1  )e  i)lu.-  c'esl  le  ISien  spirituelle  ijui  les  anime  de  prendre  nos  propres 
interest  alin  d'entertenir  avec  nous  line  correspondence  paternelle  par  odre  du 
General  Hastonay  je  suis  avec  Respect  votre  iVca." 
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and  arrest  the  Icadiiit:^  (lisaffectcd  persons  in  Montreal  who 
were  well  known.  Amon<^r  the  most  active  of  this  class  was 
Thomas  Walker,  whose  name  has  appeareil  in  the  second 
book  of  this  volume.  No  one  had  been  more  active  in  stirring 
up  disaffection  with  i\\c  hahitnnts.  He  lived  at  L'Assumption 
and  had  unceasin_L;ly  cxerciseil  his  influence  at^ainst  the 
government.  ]5ut  Carleton  was  cntircK-  without  anv  imperial 
force  to  sustain  him,  and  the  Canadian  militia  hatl  declined  to 
enrol  themselves.  Moreover,  a  great  number  of  the  Kngli.sh 
speaking  inhabitants  of  that  cit}-,  and  who  they  really  were 
was  a  matter  of  iloubt  and  suspicion,  were  favourable  10  tlie 
cause  of  congress.  The  Ouebcc  act  establishing  the  legislative 
■council,  and  not  selecting  the  house  of  assembly  out  of  the 
slender  protestant  population,  had  .so  long  been  represented 
as  a  grievance,  that  man}-  had  brought  themselves  to  regard 
the  act  as  an  individual  injury.  There  are  few  instances  on 
record,  where  the  governor  of  a  province  has  been  placed  in 
more  trxing  circumstances  than  ("arlcton   in   the  autumn  of 

'775- 

In  Quebec  Cramahe  issued  a  proclam^ition  on  the  1 6th  of 

September,  by  w  hich  all  persons  who  had  arrived  in  the  city 
after  the  31st  of  August  were  called  upon  to  declare  before 
the  proper  authorities  within  two  hours,  their  names,  resi- 
dence, and  the  business  which  brought  them  there,  or  be 
regarded  as  spies.  All  keepers  of  hotels  and  public  houses 
were  ordered  to  give  notice  of  the  arrival  of  any  strangers, 
within  two  lujurs  after  their  appearance. 

On  the  night  of  the  24th  of  September,  I*lthan  Allen  with 
about  one  hundred  and  fift}'  men  from  the  camp  at  point 
Olivier,  crossed  over  from  Longueuil  on  the  south  shore  at  the 
foot  of  the  current,  and  reached  the  suburb  of  Saint  !\Iary 
about  ten  o'clock,  quartering  his  men  in  the  houses  in  the 
neighbourhood.  Canoes  for  the  i)a.ssagc  had  been  readily 
furnished  him.  Their  purpose  in  some  form  must  have  been 
known,  for  it  was  suspected  that  some  such  attempt  would 
be  made.  Carleton  tells  us  that,  on  the  24lh,  he  sent  out  a 
party  with  orders  to  bring  all  ladders  in  the  suburbs  within 
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the  t(nvn.  Tlic  order  was  resisted  with  insolence  and  threats.* 
Nevertheless,  the  secret  of  Allen's  ni(i\-eni(."nts  was  well  kept, 
and  no  one  in  the  city  had  an>-  iilea  of  his  presence.  It 
was  by  accident  that  the  fact  was  known.  .A  loyalist, 
Desaiitel,  who  had  a  farm  abont  a  Icai^nie  below  Montreal,  on 
tile  niornin;4  of  the  J5th,  was  retnrniii;.;  to  his  place,  when  he 
observed  several  of  the  congress  troops  loiterin;^"  abont  the 
houses.  lie  took  to  the  fields  and  reached  Montri'al  to  ;^ive 
the  alarm,  'i'he  L;atcs  were  closed  ;  there  was  a  meeting"  in 
the  Champ  ile  Mars  of  th.e  em-oUetl  men  with  their  arms. 
The  Ljreater  numbi;r  were  French  Canadians,  the  majority  of 
the  Kn<,dish  speakini;'  population  hoklint;  back  ;  althouj^h 
those  representing^"  loyalist  opinions  were  present.  They  pro- 
ceetied  to  the  barracks  to  obtain  ammunition.  About  sixty 
of  the  troops  marched  in  the;  van,  the  remaining"  few  score, 
which  constituted  the  L;arrison,  were  posted  in  the  barrack 
}'ard,drawi'i  u])  as  a  reserve.  There  were  about  three  hundred 
h'rench  Canadians  and  thirt}'  lCnL;lish  speakiii;^'  inhabitants  + 
de\()ted  to  the  Hrilish  cause. 

From  what  followed,  it  is  plain  that  .Mien  and  his  followers 
were  c.\ceetlin_L;I}'  sur[)rised  that  an)'  resistance  shoukl  have 
been  made  lie  was  a  vain,  uneducatetl  man,  without  even 
a  shadow  of  suspicion  of  the  difficult)-  of  the  task  he  had 
undertaken,  lie  had  neither  the  jutlL,nncnt  nor  the  abilit)-  to 
carr)'  out  his  purpose,  and  the  foil)-  of  attackint^  a  cit\-  of 
from  twelve  to  fourteen  thousand  inhabitants,  with  one  hun- 
dred anil  fifty  men  picked  U|>  ;it  hap-ha/.ard,  without  artillery 
or  a  da)-'s  provision,  shews  the  shallowness  of  his  character. 
On  the  arrival  of  the  force  froin  Montreal,  Allen's  force 
placed  themselves  in  the  houses  and  barns,  from  which  they 
commenced  a  fire  of  musketr\-.     The)-  were  soon  driven  out, 

*  Can.  Arch.,  (J.,  ii.,  p.  267. 

t  I  may  hu  called  to  acc<miU  for  iisIml;  ih'i^i  pliiase  :  f  know  no  other  to  repre- 
sent lliis  pcipulatidn,  many  of  whom  came  from  .New  Kntjlanc!,  and  had  tliere 
formed  the  extrenn:  opinions  tiiey  professed.  'I'lieic  iiai.  lieen  no  regular  emigra- 
tion to  Can.Khi  from  tlie  nioliier  country  ;  for  as  C'arlelon  stated,  tiie  soutliern 
})rovinces  had  obtained  the  |)reference.  It  would  Ijc  without  warrant  to  descril)e 
this  popuhrlion  generally  as  Hiiiish. 


I  M'f 


'7/5 1 


AI.I.KN  S    \AkR.\TI\i: 


443 


hilt  iM)t  before  they  had  wouiulecl  inajf)r  C'anleii,  who  after- 
wards died  from  his  wound'-,  Mr.  Alexander  I'atersoii,  a 
British  iiiercliaiit  of  tUstiiictioii,  and  a  C'anach'an  Ljentleman, 
Mr.  Heaubassin.  'rhirt\"-five  prisoners  were  taken  with  Allen 
himself.  Those  who  escaped  made  their  way  to  the  w(jods 
phindcrin<,f  the  houses  as  they  passed,  especially  the  places  of 
those  who  had  j<iincd  the  kind's  force.* 

United  States  writers  blame  Carlcton  for  placinjj  these  men 
in  irons.  The  fact  is  true,  but  it  has  been  distorted  and  c.xaj^- 
^erated.  As  to  .Allen's  statements,  no  one  places  reliance  on 
them.  The  explanation  is  to  be  accepted  in  Carleton's  words, 
that  the  rebels  had  been  put  in  irons,  not  from  choice,  but 
necessity,  and  placed  on  board  the  vessels  Ivinc;  before  the 
cil_\-.  There  were  no  prisons  where  they  coukl  be  confmed, 
or  troops  to  put  on  t^uard  over  them  ;  the  prisoners  were, 
however,  treated  with  as  much  humanit)'  as  safety  permitted. 
Montijcjinery  wrote  to  Carleton  threateninj;'  reprisals.  Carle- 
ton  deliberately  refused  to  make  an\'  reply,  but  sent  the  letter 
to  l'",ni;land.  Tlu-re  could  have  been  no  very  threat  harilship 
endured,  f(;r,  on  the  9th  of  November  Cramalie  reported  that 
the  men  had  been  sent  to  iMii^dand  fi'om  Ouebec,  whither  they 
had  been  transferred  from  Montreal. 

.Allen's  statement,  i^iven  in  the  narrative  published  b\- 
W'alpole  in  1S07,  is  to  the  effect  that  on  the  commencement 
of  the  operations,  he  was  sent  out  with  a  major  IWown  .-uul 
.some  interpreters  throu_L,di  the  wixjds  to  the  settled  parts  of 
Canada,  to  distribute  letters  to  the  Canadians,  iiiformiuL^ 
them  that  the  attack  was  ai^ainst  the  garrisons,  and  not 
desisj^iied  to  interfere  with  them,  their  libertv',  or  their  relis^ion. 
On  his  return,  he  was  a_L;ain  sent  out  b)-  Monti^^omery ;  and 
reading  between  the  lines  of  Allen's  narrative,  it  looks  as  if 
the  mi.ssion  had  been  made  to  _L;et  rid  of  him.  Allen  tells  us 
how  he  wished  to  be  present  in  the  operations  before  Saint 
John's,  and  wc  may  conceive  the  nuisance  of  his  continual  self- 
assertion.  Whatever  the  cause,  he  was  directed  to  descend 
the  Richelieu  to  Sorel,  to  visit  the  pari.shes  on  the  river,  and 

*  Cramahe  to  Uartmouth,  30tli  of  September,  Can.  Arch.,  Q.,  II.,  p.  256. 
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return  by  the  south  of  the  Saint  Lawrence,  performing  the 
same  duties  in  this  direction.  He  was  accompanied  by  eighty 
French  Canadians.  He  had  reached  Longueuil,  and  was  on 
the  march  to  Laprairie,  whence  it  was  his  duty  to  return  to 
Saint  John's ;  when  about  two  miles  west  of  Longueuil,  he 
met  Browi:,  ^jromoted  to  colonel,  who  proposed,  with  the  200 
men  under  his  command,  that  they  should  cross  the  river, 
and  make  themselves  masters  of  Montreal.  Allen  accepted 
the  proposition,  and  being  joined  by  "thirty  English  Ameri- 
cans," he  obtained  canoes  and  passed  over  to  the  north  shore, 
three  trips  being  taken  to  convey  the  whole  party.  He 
immediately  despatched  two  men  to  Walker  under  the 
pilotage  of  a  Canadian  named  Deschamps.  Walker  then 
lived  at  L'Assomption,  some  twenty-two  miles  to  the  north- 
west, where  he  had  been  active  in  fomenting  bad  feeling. 
Allen  expected  to  be  joined  by  Walker  and  a  considerable 
force,  but  there  was  no  response  to  his  appeal.  The  popula- 
tion would  make  no  movement,  and  the  attempt  entirely 
failed.  The  two  men  hurried  back  with  the  news,  but  at 
point  au.x-Trembles  they  heard  of  Allen's  failure,  and  re- 
crossed  the  river. 

Hrown  never  appeared.  Allen  tells  us  he  sent  messages  to 
Laprairie,  calling  upon  him  to  join  in  the  attempt,  but  without 
any  result.  The  attack  commenced  between  two  and  three 
in  the  day.  Allen  fired  upon  the  advancing  column,  ahd  for 
a  short  time  acted  as  if  he  would  resolutely  defend  himself. 
Threatened  with  being  surrounded,  and  being  assailed  at  all 
points,  he  detached  Uuggan  and  Young  with  a  few  men  to 
occupy  a  position,  by  which  movement  he  hoped  to  distract 
the  attention  of  his  enemy  from  himself,  and  to  inflict  loss  on 
them.  He  never  .saw  them  again  ;  they  both  abandoned 
him.  Finding  his  position  becoming  desperate,  Allen  made 
an  attempt  to  retreat,  in  the  hope  of  obtaining  canoes,  .so  that 
he  would  be  able  to  recro.ss  the  river.  In  this  form  he  fell 
back  for  about  a  mile  ;  but  his  situation  being  now  perfectly 
hopeless,  he  surrendered. 

He  was  placed  a  prisoner  in  the  '  Gaspe "  schooner,  and 
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taken  to  Quebec,  where  he  was  transferred  to  another  vessel. 
Finally,  he  was  sent  to  England,  and  confined  in  Pendennis 
Castle,  near  Falmouth. 

The  failure  of  this  attempt,  and  the  ridicule  attending  it, 
led  many  French  Canadians  on  the  north  shore  to  proceed  to 
Montreal  and  offer  their  services  to  the  government.  But 
the  entire  Richelieu  district  to  Sorel,  and  many  parishes  on 
the  south  shore  of  the  Saint  Lawrence,  remained  disaffected. 
As  the  militia  arrived  in  the  city,  Carleton  determined  to 
arrest  Walker,  and  sent  a  party  of  forty  men,  part  regular 
troops,  part  Canadian.^,  to  L'Assomption.  They  arrived  at 
early  morning,  and  surrounded  the  house.  Walker,  his  wife, 
and  three  servants  attempted  to  beat  back  the  detachment, 
and,  firing  from  the  windows,  wounded  an  officer  of  the  Royal 
Emigrants,  McDonnel.  The  house  was  set  on  fire,  and  the 
inmates  taken  from  a  window  and  brought  prisoners  to 
Montreal.  Mrs.  Walker  was  released,  but  Walker  was  kept 
in  confinement. 

Efforts  were  made  in  all  directions  to  induce  the  Canadians 
to  join  the  force;  de  Lanaudicrc  gathered  a  small  party,  and 
was  on  the  march  to  Montreal  through  Berthier,  the  men 
being  without  arms,  when  the)'  were  attacked  by  the  habitants; 
he  himself  was  seized  and  his  men  prevented  from  proceeding 
further.  He  howevej*  managed  to  escape.  The  same  result 
was  experienced  at  Verchcres :  de  Rigauville  had  induced 
some  men  to  join  him,  and  was  on  his  way  to  Montreal 
when  he  was  stopped  and  made  prisoner,  upon  which  his  men 
went  back  to  their  homes. 

Montgomery,  in  the  meantime,  had  actively  commenced 
the  siege  of  Saint  John's.  lie  had  taken  up  his  position 
before  the  fort  on  the  itSth  of  September.  The  defence  was 
vigorously  persevered  in  until  the  I2th  of  November,  and 
only  for  the  cowardice  and  misconduct  of  the  commandant 
at  Chambly,  major  Stopford,*  son  of  the  earl  of  Courtown, 

*  In  anticipation  of  the  narrative  of  .Stopford's  cowanlice,  I  will  give  an 
extract  from  the  journal  of  lieutenant  lladtlon  of  the  royal  artillery,  who  served  on 
Uurgoyne's  expedition.      It  places   on   record   the   opinion  entertained   among 
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Montgomery  would  have  been  forced  to  raise  the  siege.  A 
few  weeks  longer  defence  would  have  brought  Montgomery 
into  the  middle  of  December,  and,  his  troops  being  entirely 
unprepared  for  a  winter  cainpaign,  he  would  have  been  forced 
to  abandon  the  siege  and  retreat.  That  Montgomery  was  in 
any  way  able  to  persevere  in  the  attack  was,  in  the  first 
instance,  owing  to  the  supplies  and  aid  he  obtained  from  the 
French  Canadians,  but  the  immediate  cause  of  his  success 
was  the  powder  and  guns  which  the  poltroonery  of  Stopford 
placed  at  his  disposal  by  the  surrender  of  Chambly. 

military  men  a  few  moiitlis  after  the  event  toolc  place.  July  23r(l,  1776.  (Journal, 
p.  3.):  "The  Fort  at  Chamblee,  or  rather  the  .SV/t'//  of  a  large  square  House 
loop-holed,  is  an  ancient  structure  raised  about  50  Feet,  totaly  of  Masonry  and 
intended  as  a  defence  a<fainst  the  sudden  attack  of  the  Savages.  It  was  surrender'd 
by  Jlfajor  Stopford  (last  year)  to  the  Relvls  (who  brought  I  Gun  &  a  Horse  load 
of  powder  against  it),  after  firing  a  few  Shot :  and  he  neglecting  to  destroy  a  large 
quantity  of  powder  then  in  the  Fort,  they  were  enabled  to  return  and  attack  Fort 
.Saint  John.  The  powder  might  have  been  thrown  into  the  Rapids,  as  the  Fort  is 
immediately  above  them.  There  w;.s  also  a  well  in  the  Fort.  Timidity  and  Folly 
in  this  instance  seems  to  have  been  the  cause  of  all  the  succeeding  misfortunes  in 
t^anada.  I  did  not  learn  that  any  Men  were  Killed  ox  wounded  in  the  Fort,  and 
it  certainly  might  have  held  out  long  enough  for  the  Knemy  to  have  expended  all 
their  ammunition,  in  which  case  they  must  have  abantloned  their  enterprise.  On 
the  contrary,  with  the  above  supplies  they  besieged  and  took  .Saint  John's  in  about 
.Six  wejks."  This  journal,  published  in  Albany  in  1884,  is  edited  by  general 
Horatio  Rogers,  of  Providence,  Rhode  Island,  with  a  degree  of  care  and  research 
rarely  to  be  met.  He  has,  with  great  industry,  traced  the  history  of  every  person 
named  in  the  campaign,  and  the  volume  is  valuable  for  the  reliable  references  it 
contains. 
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GENERAL   SCHUYLER'S    MANIFESTO 

A  Mkssieurs  lks  IIahhans  du  Canada. 

Chers  Amis  et  Compatkiotes. 

Les  iliverses  raisons  qui  eugasjent  aujouicriuii  les  aiiciennes  ('olonies  Angloises 
<!e  l'Am(iii(iiie  a  la  facheuse  necessile  de  prendre  les  Aiines,  ct  les  detestahles 
nieilces  d'uii  luinisteie  tyiann..|iie  ([ui  s'al)sliiie  a  vouloir  niettri."  rAiiiciique  aux 
fcrs,  ont  etc  mises  dans  uii  si  grand  jour  dans  les  dirferents  placets,  niemoires  & 
representations  publiees  par  ordre  du  Grand  Congres  (|ui  represenle  le  corps  des 
dittes  colonies,  que  nos  freres  les  Canadiens,  a  qui  Ton  prejjare  les  uicmes  cliaines 
(ju'a  nous,  ne  sauioient  manquer  d'en  avoir  une  parfailte  connoissance,  el  de  voir 
avec  plaisir  le  parti  ijue  le  dit  (jrand  Congres  a  pris  de  faire  marclier  une  armee 
en  Canada  pour  en  deloger,  si  il  est  ]>ossil)Ie,  les  troupes  de  la  (irande  Ilretagne, 
qui  agissant  aujourd'luii  par  le  ressort  &  sous  les  ordres  d'un  miiiistere  desjiotique 
clieichent  a  niettre  leurs  conqiatriotes  et  freres  sous  le  joug  d'une  dure  servitude. 

Mais  quelque  necessaire  (jue  soit  une  telle  mesure,  soies  jiersuades,  Messieurs, 
que  le  Congres  ne  se  tut  jamais  determine  a  la  i)rendre,  s'il  eut  eu  lieu  de  croire, 
(pi'elle  vous  eilt  eie  desagreable  ;  mais  jugeant  de  vos  sentiments  par  les  leurs,  lis 
ont  crii  (|u"il  n'y  avail  qu'une  jiressante  necessite  (]ui  jiut  vous  porter  a  essuier  les 
insidtes  et  les  outrages  qu'on  vous  fait  journellemeiit,  et  voir  d'un  (eil  tranquile 
preparer  les  chaines  qui  doivent  vous  enveloper  avec  nous  dans  un  er.clavage 
coniun,  et  notre  posterite  la  plus  reculee. 

Soies  done  persuades.  Messieurs,  <|ue  le  Congres  n'a  d'autre  vue  en  ceci,  que  de 
vous  mettre  a  convert,  aussi  bien  que  nous,  d'un  esclavage  aussi  funeste,  de  pr^- 
venir  le  degat  que  pourroient  faire  en  Caiiada  les  troupes  du  ministere,  si  elles  y 
restoient  plus  longtems,  et  de  vous  remettre  dans  la  jileine  possession  des  droits, 
dont  doivent  jouir  les  sujets  de  I'Enipire  liritannique,  de  quelque  rang  iS:  condition 
([u'ils  soient,  quelque  religion  tpi'lls  professent,  et  dans  quelque  lieu  de  I'Empire 
qu'ils  resident. 

Tels  etant,  come  vous  ne  sauries  en  douter,  les  sentiments  du  congres,  je  me 
flatte  que  vous  n'aures  pas  de  peine  a  croire  cpie  je  n'ai  re9u  les  ordres  les  plus 
expres  d'accueillir  le  plus  favorablement  qu'il  me  sera  possible  cliaque  habitant  du 
Canada  en  particulier,  et  generalement  tout  partisan  de  la  Liberie  :  de  ne  point 
les  chagriner  dans  la  possession  de  leurs  biens  ;  mais  au  conlraire  de  les  proteger 
dans  la  ])leine  jouissance  de  leurs  privileges  temporels  iK:  spirituels. 

De  mon  cote,  Messieurs,  je  suis  si  assure  de  la  bonne  disposition  oil  les  troupes 
qui  forment  mon  armee  sunt  envers  leurs  conq)atriotes  les  Canadiens,  qu'ils 
regardent  presentement  come  leurs  freres,  que  je  ne  crois  pas  que  jaurai  la 
moindre  occasion  de  punir  une  seule  offense  de  ce  genre. 

II  vient  depuis  peu  de  se  conelure  au  Fort  Orange  autremenl  dit  Albany 
un  traite  avec  les  six  nations,  aulrement  dit  les  Iroquois.  Je  suis  charge  de 
presents  considerables  jiour  les  distribuer  a  leurs  freres  les  Caghnawagas,  i\;  autres 
nations  sauvages  du  Canada.  .Si  ijuelcun  d'entr'eux  a  perdu  la  vie,  j'en  ai  un 
sincere  regret,  9a  etc  commis  centre  les  ordres  les  plus  expres,  et  par  des  persones 
mal  intentionnees  &  ennemies  de  la  cause  honorable  et  glorieuse  que  nous  soutenons. 


' 


,%    ;i 


^iitii 


^t    ii 


i 


1  ll 


f .  ■  i  »-- 


448 


THE    HISTORY  OF   CANADA. 


['775 


Je  me  ferai  un  plaisir  tout  paiticiilier  d'enterrer  leurs  morts,  et  d'essuier  les  larines 
de  ceux  de  leurs  parents,  qui  leur  survivent,  ce  que  je  vous  prie  de  leur  coinuo 
niquer. 

An.  Schuyler, 

Major  General  &  Commandant  de  I'armee  des 
Colonies  unies  de  I'Amerique  Angloise, 

A  I'isle  aux  Noix,  le  5  Sept.  1775. 
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CHAPTER  III. 

The  defences  of  Saint  John's  consisted  of  two  forts,  sur- 
rounded by  inticnchniciits  and  douljtless  by  a  picket  fence. 
The  countrx'  is  t;enerally  a  plain,  without  an  acre  of  eleva- 
tion which  offers  any  advantage  of  position.  .\1!  the  protec- 
tion obtainable  was  b\'  niilitar\'  art.  The  commandant  was 
major  Preston  of  the  26th,  and  it  must  have  been  early 
apparent  to  him,  that  the  success  of  his  defence  lay  in  holdinj^ 
his  position,  until  the  ai)pcarance  of  winter  made  it  impossible 
for  his  assailants  to  continue  the  campaic^n.  Montgomer\', 
who  knew  the  Canadian  climate  well,  must  have  felt  assured 
that  unless  he  could  effect  his  purpose  before  the  cold  of 
December  liad  set  in,  and  tli"  ice  had  formed  on  the  rivers 
and  lakes,  he  would  be  forcctl  to  abandon  the  attempt. 

On  the  17th  of  Sejjtember  I'reston  first  heard  that  some 
thousand  men  were  at  a  short  distance  from  the  fort,  upon 
which  he  detailed  thirty  of  the  volunteers  to  drive  in  some 
cattle  grazing  in  the  neiglibourhood.  The  part)'  had  scarcely 
left  the  intrench.ments,  wlien  he  received  information  that  two 
or  three  hundred  of  the  assailants  were  establishing  themselves 
at  a  point  about  half  a  mile  above  the  fort.  Preston 
immediately  ordered  out  two  hundred  men,  composed  equalb' 
of  regulars  and  Canadians,  wilh  a  gun,  to  attack  this  force, 
under  tlie  command  of  major  l?rown.  After  lialf  an  hour's 
skirmish,  Brown  abandoneil  his  ground,  and  was  pursued 
some  distance.  Among  the  prisoners  was  one  .Moses  Ilazen, 
the  same  who  had  brought  the  news  of  Arnold's  first  ap[)ear- 
ance  at  Saint  John's.  lie  had  settletl  in  the  neighbourhood, 
and  hatl  farms  on  both  sides  of  the  river.  He  was  .sent  to 
Montreal  on  parole  to  explain  to  Carleton,  if  it  was  possible 
to  do  so,  the  circum.stances  under  which  lie  had  been  found 
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where  he  was  taken.     A  Canadian  volunteer  and  two  of  the 
26th  were  killed.  * 

Durin<f  the  following  daj-,  the  forts  were  completely 
invested,  and  all  communication  with  the  outer  country  was 
cut  off.  Tiic  immediate  conseciuenco  of  the  movement  was 
that  the  Indians,  who  perceived  that  the  Canadia.is  were 
holding  themselves  aloof,  and  that  many  acted  with  the 
invaders,  judging  the  conditions  of  success  by  the  surface, 
looked  upon  the  cause  of  the  British  as  already  lost,  and 
refused  to  remain  in  the  garrison. 

\Vc  learn  likewise  from  Schuyler's  proclamation -f*  that,  in 
consec|Ucnce  of  the  convention  held"  at  Albany  with  the  Six 
Nations,  messengers  bearing  considerable  presents  had  been 
sent  to  Caughnawaga,  asking  the  friendly  intervention  of  that 
branch  of  the  tribe,  in  favour  of  the  congress  forces  entering 
Canada.  On  their  arrival  at  the  village  of  Caughnawaga, 
they  obtained  submission  to  the  demands  made,  that  the 
tribe  domiciled  there  should  take  no  further  part  in  the 
struggle.  The  absence  of  the  Indians  proved  a  serious  loss 
to  the  besieged,  for  they  acted  as  scouts,  and  funu'shcd  the 
means  of  communication  with  head-quarters  at  Montreal. 

The  garrison,  however,  undertook  the  defence  with  great 
spirit,  and  kept  up  a  continual  caimonade  against  the  in- 
trcnchments  of  the  assailants,  but  with  little  effect.  A 
battery  of  Montgomery  was  more  successful  against  an  armed 
schooner,  inflicting  such  injuries  that  it  was  compelled  to 
retire  to  the  wharf 

The  attack  was  persevered  in,  day  by  day,  until  the  end  ©f 
September,  without  any  impression  having  been  made  upon 
the  defences,  and  Preston  commenced  to  feel  secure  in  his 
position.  He  was  not  in  dread  of  the  place  being  stormed, 
for  he  had  learned  the  mode  of  fighting  of  his  enemy.  The 
news    of  Allen's    failure    had    also    reached   him   from   some 


*  Ikown  had  been  an  aUorney,  and  is  so  called  by  Cramahe  in  his  letter  to 
Dartmouth,  24tli  Seineniber,   when  reporliiig   this  aftair.     Can.  Arch.,   Q.,    11, 
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Indians  who  arrived  under  the  influence  of  drink.  It  cor- 
roborated the  statement  of  two  deserters  whf)  had  come  in 
tlie  previous  day.  I^^rom  them  lie  also  learned  that  the 
battery  which  was  attackint;^  them  consisted  only  of  two 
f:;uns  and  two  mortars,  and  that  their  armed  vessels  and 
floatin^f  batteries  had  each  only  two  guns.  These  men  stated 
that  there  was  much  suffering  in  the  camp,  that  the  men 
were  greatly  incommoded  by  the  water  lying  on  the  camp- 
ground, and  the  firing  from  the  fort  was  now  proving  more 
effective.  Montgomery  had  sent  to  Crown  I'cMUt  for  a  large 
mortar  to  boinbard  the  fort.  This  intelligence  was  an  en- 
couragement to  Preston,  for  it  announced  that  his  safety 
depended  on  his  perseverance  in  the  defence,  till  the  appear- 
ance of  snow. 

He  knew  only  too  well  the  impossibility  of  obtaining 
reinforcements,  for  most  of  the  troops  in  the  province  had 
been  placed  under  his  command  ;  there  was  an  equal  difficulty 
in  furnishing  the  fort  with  supplies,  the  Canadians  preferring 
to  aid  the  invaders.  Mis  one  resource  was  to  husband  the 
food  at  his  disposal,  so  that  the  garrison  would  not  be  driven 
to  surrender  from  starvation.  Accordingly,  on  the  2nd  of 
October,  he  placed  the  troops  on  half  rations,  and  sent  to 
Carleton  news  of  his  situation.  Some  of  the  men  had  been 
fortunate  enough  in  seizing  some  cattle  which  appeared  in 
the  woods  near  the  fort.  A  sortie  was  made  by  a  small  party 
on  the  9th,  by  which  a  prisoner  was  taken  and  a  few  of  the 
enemy  killed,  and,  what  was  of  greater  moment,  Preston  was 
enabled  to  send  to  Montreal  a  report  of  his  condition. 

On  the  20th  of  October,  Preston,  with  pain  and  surprise, 
received  information  which  told  him  that  his  doom  was  now 
certain,  and  that  a  few  days  must  decide  the  fate  of  himself 
and  his  garrison.  An  oflicer,  accompanied  by  a  druin, 
appeared  with  a  letter  from  Montgomery.  It  contained  the 
news  that  two  days  previously,  on  the  i8th,  the  fort  at 
Chambly  had  surrendered  after  the  siege  of  a  day  and  a  half. 
On  the  first  day  one  gun  only  had  been  directed  against  it. 
On  the  second  half-day  two  cannon  were  brought  to  bear. 
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There  is  no  doubt  of  the  disfjrace  of  this  surrender.  The 
jfcirrison  were  well  provided  with  powder  and  provisions, 
Chair.bly  was  a  strongly  constructed  fort  with  four  square 
bastions.  It  had  been  rebuilt  in  stone  by  the  elder  de 
Vaudreuil  in  1710,*  and  was  literally  iinprcgnal)le  against 
nuisUetry,  and  quite  defensible  against  light  artillery.  On  its 
eastern  side  it  was  unapproachable  by  water,  owing  to  the 
Chanibly  rapids  which  ran  b)-  its  base.  The  space  around  it 
was  open,  and  could  have  been  swept  by  artillery  from  the 
bastions.  No  cause  has  been  assigned  for  the  surrender  which 
to(jk  place  on  the  17th  of  October.  Montgomery  here 
obtained  the  guns,  the  ammunition  and  the  provisions  he 
retiuired.  Had  the  place  been  defended  for  three  weeks,  the 
siege  of  Saint  John's  must  have  been  abandoned.  The  period 
of  stortny  weather  on  lake  Champlain  was  approaching,  and 
heavily  laden  bateaux  could  not  have  lived  in  the  chopping 
.seas  which  arc  then  experienced.  There  would  have  been 
no  means  of  bringing  up  ammunition.  The  winter  was 
coming  on,  and  the  congress  troops,  unaccustomed  to  the 
hardships  of  a  winter  campaign  and  unprovided  with  clothing, 
would  have  discontinued  their  efforts  disheartened,  by  failure, 
and  hopeless  of  success.  I'^ven  if  Stopford  had  not  the 
courage  to  fight,  he  could  have  tossed  his  powder  with  his 
provisions  and  supplies  into  tiie  Richelieu  rapids,  which  ran 
by  the  fort.     Nothing  was  done,  f 

*  Ante,  Vol.  II.,  p.  451. 

+  'I'lial  Stopford  li.id  no  excuse  from  tlio  want  of  provisions,  the  following  list 
of  supplies  and  aninnniitioii  will  shew.  It  is  taken  from  (jordon's  history  of  the 
American  revolution,  178S,  V^ol.  II.,  p.  161,  and  has  evidently  been  obtained 
from  official  sources  :  "So  barrels  of  Hour  ;  1 1  rice  ;  7  pease  ;  6  fnkins  butter;  134 
lbs.  I'ork,  7  daningeil  ;  124  lbs.  gunpowder;  300  swivel  shot;  I  box  nnisket 
shot  ;  6,564  musket  cartridges  ;  150  stand  French  arms  ;  3  royal  mortars;  61 
shells;  500  hand  grenades;  Koyai  Fi-.sileer  Musketts,  83;  accoutrements,  S3  ; 
rigging  for  three  vessels  at  least  ;  I  major,  2  caps.,  3  lieut.,  capt.  of  Schooner 
(.sunk)  commissary,  one  surgeon  ;  soldiers  83." 

The  official  account  of  the  number  surrendering  is  given  (Can.  Arch.,  C^.,  11, 
p.  277),  royal  fusiliers,  major,  I  capt.,  4  lieuts.,  I  surgeon,  5  sergeants,  3  druai- 
niers  and  fifers,  62  rank  and  file,  royal  artillery,  I  capt. -lieut.,  I  corp.,  3  in?t- 
trosses  ;  total,  82. 
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Shortly  after  this  painful  iiitcllij;ciu;e,  I'rcston  received  a 
letter  from  Stoi)forcl  askiiijT  him  to  allow  ten  bateaux  to  pass 
unopposed  ;  they  contained  the  garrison  as  prisoners,  with 
the  women  and  children.  I'reston  coiikl  onl}'  accede  to  the 
rc<|nest.  The  same  day  the  rations  were  a;4ain  reduced  to  a 
half-[)ound  of  bread,  and  a  (juarter  of  a  pound  of  porU. 

On  the  29th  of  October,  Mackay  and  Morin,  with  twenty 
volunteers,  left  the  fort  before  dawn  to  obtain  further  intelli- 
gence. They  seized  a  j^risoner,  and  from  him  they  learned 
of  the  failure  of  Carleton  to  relieve  them.  Sanj^uinet  con- 
tinually complains  of  C'arleton's  inactivity.  He  entirely  sets 
out  of  view  ("arleton's  want  of  power  to  act,  and  every  con- 
sideration that  must  be  kept  in  prominence  when  the  situation 
is  considered.  The  slate  of  tlie  24th  of  June  shews  the 
stren.Ljth  of  the  rci^ular  troops  in  (.'anada,  consisting' of  the  "th 
fusiliers  and  26th  ret^iment,  to  have  been  ^59  of  all  ranks,  anil 
130  of  the  royal  artillery,  makin;^  a  total  of  929.  Many  were 
scattered  in  detachments.  B\'  withdrawinjf  the  troops  where- 
ever  possible,  Carleton  strengtheiietl  .Saint  J(jhn's.  At  Quebec, 
the  few  troops  that  remained  had  !)een  placed  under  the 
command  of  Maclean,  who  made  an  effort  to  raise  a  regiment 
to  which  the  name  was  given  of  the  "Royal  Immigrants."* 

Carleton's  endeavour  to  assemble  the  militia  in  Montreal 
had  resulted  in  about  nine  hundred  men  being  collected. 
They,  however,  could  not  be  relied  upon,  for  they  disappeared 
thirty  and  fort}-  in  a  iiiglit,  and  there  was  the  prospect  that  in 
a  few  days  the  whole  would  melt  awa\-.  They  were  without 
discipline;  nevertheless, the  desperate  condition  of  Saint  John's 
as  represented  by  Preston's  cicspatches  imperatively  rctpiired 
that  an  attempt  should  be  made  for  its  relief  Carleton 
accordingly  determined  to  make  a  landing  at  Longueuil,  and 

*  Two  svi^iii'iirit's  had  been  i^ninleil  since  iIik  coiuiue.st  l)y  .Munay  ;  llie  first 
on  the  27111  A))iil,  1762,  to  captain  Jojin  Naiine,  of  the  791I1  I  lii^lilanders,  at 
Murray  liay  ;  llie  second  shortly  aflerwartls  in  liie  same  year  to  lievitenaiil  I'raser 
at  Mount  Murray.  It  was  from  tliese  sfii^titiiiiis  that  the  men  lor  .Maclean's 
regiment  weie  iirincipally  oi)tained.  A  third  siigiietii ,e  was  sul)se(|uciitly  granted 
by  Lortl  Dorciiesler  on  the  4tli  Jidy,  17S3,  to  John  .Shoollired,  Hay  of  Clialeurs. 
The  three  grants  above  named  compri.se  ail  that  were  so  made  of  this  character. 
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march  by  land  to  Sorc-l  and  tlicre  join  Mficlcan's  force  which 
had  been  ordered  thither,  and  thence,  following  the  bank  of  the 
Riclielieu,  reach  Saint  John's.  I  lis  design  was  then,  in  union 
with  a  sortie  from  the  ijarrison,  to  make  a  tieterniined  assault 
upon  Montijoniery's  lines.  On  the  30th  of  October,*  Carleton 
attem[)ted  to  cross  the  river  in  forty  bateaux ;  his  force  con- 
sisted of  .Soo  of  the  miiita,  130  rej^ular  troops  and  So  Indians. 
They  found,  on  their  arrival,  the  bank  occupied  b)'  a  strong 
force  of  con.ujress  troops.  iMont.^omery  had  anticipatetl  some 
such  movement,  and  colonel  Setli  Warner  had  been  placed  in 
jKjsition  with  yto  Vermont  men.  It  was  a  duty  for  which 
they  were  well  fitted,  to  exercise  their  skill  as  shots  against 
the  advancing  expeilition.  A  4-pdr.  was  also  served  by  them 
with  much  effect,  su[)plied  by  the  ammunition  obtained  from 
Chambly.  The  coiise{|uence  of  this  opposition  was  that  the 
boats  were  thrown  into  confusion.  Some  of  those  on  the 
extreme  right  effected  a  landing,  expecting  to  be  reinforced, 
but  it  was  impossible  for  the  other  boats  to  come  to  their 
assistance.  The  consequence  was  that  a  few  prisoners  were 
taken  ;  among  them  were  one  Lacoste,  a  hair  dresser,  and  Mr. 
J.  Bte.  Despins,  whose  names  will  appear  in  the  narrative  of 
the  capitulation  of  Saint  John's.  Carleton,  accordingly,  on 
the  failure  of  his  attempt  returned  to  M(jntreal. 

Maclean,  on  receiving  orders  to  proceed  to  Sorel  with  what 
men  he  could  collect,  left  Quebec  on  the  14th,  with  a  force 
consisting  of  a  portion  of  the  lately  raised  regiment  of  the 
"  Royal  Emigrants,"  and  about  three  hundred  and  fifty  Cana- 
dian militia.  Mis  instructions  were  to  establish  himself  at 
Sorel,  which  is  forty-five  miles  from  Montreal,  until  joined  by 
Carleton.     It  was   in  the  attempt  to  join   Maclean   that  de 

•  Gordon,  in  liis  liistoiy  of  the  American  Revolution,  jilaces  this  affair  on  tlie 
31st  October.  In  the  diary  of  the  siege  [p.  75],  it  is  said  tiiat  the  defeat  was 
heard  of  on  the  29th  hy  a  party  sent  out  to  obtain  news.  In  the  journal  on  tl)e 
American  side,  it  is  described  as  being  known  on  the  31st.  Herthelot  [Verreault, 
p.  231]  alludes  to  Gordon's  statement  as  incorrect,  with  the  remark  :  "  Et  tamiis 
que  les  anciens  Canadians  du  temps  la  mettent  au  26e."  Sanguinet,  who  was 
present  at  Montreal,  places  the  date  on  the  30th.     I  have  accepted  the  last  nametl. 
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Laiiaiulicre  had  been  attackt-il  at  Hcrthicr.  At  'I'lircc  Rivers 
Maclean's  force  was  slrcn''tlici)ccl  l>v  some  of  the  militia  of 
tile  place,  iiiuler  (iodefro)'  de  'I'omiaiicoiir.  Sending'  a  small 
detachment  iiiuler  tlie  latter  to  Sorel,  McLean  himself  pro- 
ceeded to  Nicolet,  to  ent^a^^e  tlu'  habitants  (jf  that  i)arish  to 
join  liiin.  lie  did  not  meet  witii  a  precise  refusal,  but 
experienced  nuich  opposition.  ICvcntuall)'  tlie  habitants,  to 
save  themselves  from  beini;  forced  to  serve,  took  to  the  \v(jods. 
Maclean,  findinj^-  e\ery  attempt  to  obtain  more  men  ending 
in  failure,  proceedetl  with  his  force  to  Sorel. 

At  tlie  time  he  arrived  tliere,  he  was  met  Ijy  captain  ("habot 
with  an  armed  schooner,  and  t'.n  bateaux  charged  with  arms 
and  ammunition.  This  exhibitiiMi  (jf  force  induced  several  of 
tlie  habitants  of  the  Richelieu  parishes  to  eiu'ol  themselves, 
declarinj^f  their  readiness  to  serve  the  kin;^  ;  but  no  sooner 
had  they  received  tlieir  arms,  than  they  deserted  to  the  side 
of  con<,n-css.  Their  example  worked  upon  the  troops  wlio 
had  marched  with  Maclean,  and  iar<(e  numbers  commenced 
to  desert.  In  this  situation,  while  awaitinj^'  the  appearance 
of  the  troops  from  Montreal,  the  news  came  of  the  unsuccess- 
ful attempt  of  Carlcton  to  land  at  Lonj^ueuil.  Accordingly, 
]\Iaclean,  with  what  force  remained  to  him,  endeavoured  to 
ascend  by  the  bank  of  the  Riclielicu  ;  but  he  found  the 
bridges  broken  at  Saint  Dei>is  and  the  road  made  imjiassable. 
At  the  same  time  lie  learned  that  C'haniblv  hael  surrendered  : 
he  conseciuentl}'  returned  to  .Sorel.  The  failure  of  Carleton 
to  land  at  Longucuil  being  confiimed,  and  the  desertion  from 
his  force  contiiuu'ng,  on  the  2nd  of  November  Maclean, 
destroying  what  he  could  not  remove,  transferred  his  men, 
with  the  cannon  and  provisions,  on  board  the  \essels  at  Sorel, 
at^d  awaited  further  orders.  On  the  fifth  of  November  he 
heard  of  the  surrender  of  Saint  John's,  and  descending  lake 
Saint  Peter  to  Three  Rivers,  three  dajs  later  he  sent  a  boat 
on  shore  to  learn  if  any  congress  troops  were  in  the  place. 
Hearing  that  none  were  present,  he  landed  part  of  his  force, 
and  embarketl  all  the  provisions  and  arms  and  munitions 
which  he  could  find  in  the  barracks,  even   taking  away  what 
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powder    was    in    tlic   .stores    of   the    traders,    and    sailed    for 
Oiiebec.* 

I  have  somewhat  anticipated  tlic  events  which  took  place  at 
Saint  John's  after  the  surrender  of  ChambK'.  I  now  retiM'n 
to  the  narrative  of  them. 

The  surrender  of  Chambly,  which  supplied  Montgomery 
with  the  mortars  and  ammunition  (^f  ivhich  he  was  deficient, 
proved  the  turning;"  point  of  the  siege,  and  was  the  source  of 
the  woe  and  disaster  that  fell  upon  Canada  during  the  winter 
of  1775-1776.  Montgomery's  position  had  l)ecome  desperate. 
Every  day  it  was  more  difficult  to  bring  up  provisions  and 
men.  In  1759,  w  lien  Amherst  had  driven  the  I'^rcnch  ships 
fiom  lake  Champlain  by  the  end  of  October,  the  advance  of 
the  .season  made  it  nnpossible  for  him  to  proceed  against 
iIe-au.\-Noix.  +  Montgomcr\-'s  men,  without  proper  winter 
clothing,  suffered  from  the  e.Kcessixe  cold  experienced  at 
night,  and  the  operations  of  the  siege  coukl  not  have  been 
continued  w  ithout  painfull)'  telling  on  those  engaged,  to  the 
extent  of  rendering  them  unfit  for  dut\'.  'Ihe  position  in 
w  hich  Stopford  was  placed  as  commandant  of  Chambly  must 
have  made  him  well  acciuainted  with  the  condition  of  Saint 
J(jhn's,  which  was  but  twelve  miles  distant  from  Chambly. 
lie  knew,  moreover,  that  the  besiegers  were  at  a  great  distance 
from  the  base  of  their  supplies,  and  that  every  hour  gained 
was  an  increased  hope  towards  their  abandonment  of  the  siege. 
It  was  impossible  for  Stoj)ford  not  to  know  that  the  safety  of 
the  i)rovince  depended  on  Saint  John's  being  held.  A  soklier 
of  courage  and  honour,  placed  in  .Stopford's  position  would 
have  felt  how  much  depended  on  his  fortitude  and  determina- 
tion ;  cuul  that  it  w  as  his  tluty  to  protect  the  interests  confided 
to  him,  .so  long  as  there  were  men  to  discharge  a  gun,  and 
ammunition  to  load  it.  lie  preferred  to  sin-render  to  a  haiul- 
ful  of  assailants,  after  a  few  hours'  attack,  and  then  failed  to 
destroy  the  ammunition  and  food,  which  he  abandoned  to  the 
enemy.     I5y    this    de})lorable    misconduct,    he    exposed    his 

■   Jouiiuil  lie  ISaileau.x,  Veneault's  Invasion  I.,  pp.  1 72-4. 

t  .Ante,  \'nl.  IV.,  p.  },.\S- 
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cninradcs  in  arms  in  the  adjoininfr  post  to  be  captured,  and 
sent  away  prisoners  on  llicir  surrender.  Under  I'^rederick  the 
Great  or  Napoleon  lie  would  have  been  sliot.  Nevertheless, 
tlicre  is  no  record  to  shew  that  Stopford  was  even  censured, 
or  his  achanceinent  interfered  with.  One  result  certainlv 
followed,  th.'!t  in  the  military  opinion  of  the  day  in  Canada, 
his  want  of  conduct  received  contemptuous  condemnation.  * 

Montgomery  now  erected  batteries  on  the  north  of  the  fort 
with  the  Chambly  {.^uns.  On  the  ist  of  November  they  were 
unmasked,  and  a  \ioleiit  caimonade  commenced.  Several 
were  wounded  in  the  fort.  in  the  evenini^  of  that  day  Mont- 
<'"omerv  sent  a  lla;/  with  the  usual  drum,  the  officer  bearinij  a 
letter  informing;-  Preston,  that  C'arleton  had  been  driven  back 
at  Lon,<.,aicnil  in  his  attempt  to  relieve  the  garrison.  Lacoste, 
one  uf  the  prisoners  taken,  accompanied  the  part)'  and  bore 
testimony  to  the  truth.  MontLjonierj-  addetl  that  it  was  with 
much  regret  he  saw  brave  men  sheddiiiL^  their  blood  to  defend 
a  place  no  longer  tenable;  that  relief  was  now  impossible; 
and  if  Preston  persevered  in  his  attempts,  Montc^'omery  would 
not  be  responsible  for  the  extremities  which  miL;lit  follow. 
He  called  upon  Preston  to  consider  well  the  responsibility 
he  was  incurring;.  Captain  Stronij  of  the  2iA\\  returned 
with  the  messeni^er,  askin;_;'  a  suspen.sion  of  arms  until  noon 
of  the  fi)llowin_L;'  da_\-,  when  an  answer  would  be  L;iven. 

On  the  2nd,  captain  Williams  of  the  artillery,  with  captain 
Stronc;,  appeared  at  Mont;4onier)''s  camp  to  ask  for  a  delay 
of  four  days,  and  if  no  relief  came  within  that  period,  [iro- 
posals  wouKl  be  then  made  for  a  capitulation.  Montgomery 
re[)lieil,  that  from  the  lateness  of  the  season  no  such  condition 
could  be  entertain(;d,  and  he  in\iled  Preston  to  send  an 
officer  to  confer  with  the  other  prisoner,  Despins,  jiresent  on 
board  the  sloop,  to  learn  the  truth  of  Carleton's  failure  to 
relieve  the  i->lace. 

A  subaltern  of  the  "tli  was  accordingU'  ordered  with  a 
drum,  to  make  the  eiujuir}'.  He  saw  Despins,  and  the  state- 
ment was  confirmed. 
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Preston  consequently  submitted  tlie  terms  on  which  he 
would  capitulate.  He  claimed  the  honours  of  war  for  the 
garrison,  and  th;it  the  troops,  with  their  baggage  and  effects, 
should  proceetl  to  the;  next  port  and  embark  for  Great 
Britain  ;  the  Canadians  to  return  to  their  homes  ;  the  sick 
and  wounded  to  be  cared  for,  and,  on  their  recovery,  to  join 
their  regiments. 

Montgomery  allowed  no  such  conditions.  The  entire  garri- 
son, including  the  Canadians,  must  unconditionally  surrender, 
and  as  prisoners  of  war  be  transferred  to  the  locality  the 
Connecticut  government  or  congress  would  direct.  The 
troops  were,  however,  permitted  to  march  out  with  the  full 
honours  of  war,  the  officers  to  retain  their  side  arms.  Mes- 
sengers were  allowed  to  be  despatched  to  Montreal,  on 
parole,  for  clothing  and  other  necessaries.  The  troops  were 
to  give  over  the  fort  at  <S  o'clock  on  the  following  morning, 
and  commissaries  would  receive  the  stores  frcjm  the  proper 
persons. 

Preston  had  no  alternative  but  to  accept  these  conditions. 
There  was  one  exception  he  felt  called  upon  to  take.  Mont- 
gomery, after  speaking  of  the  fortitude  and  perseverance  of 
the  garrison,  had  insolently  and  umiecessarily  introduced  the 
phra.se  :  "  I  wish  they  had  been  in  a  better  cause."  Preston 
insisted  upon  its  being  entirely  erased,  "the  garrison  being 
determined  rather  to  die  with  their  arms  in  their  hands  than 
submit  to  the  indignity  of  such  reflection."  The  firm  attitude 
of  Preston  had  its  full  iniluence  upon  Montgomer}'.*  lie 
felt  the  danger  of  meeting  si.x  hundred  desperate  men,  who, 
on  a  point  of  honour,  set  aside  all  regard  for  their  own  safety, 
and  who  were  prepared  to  face  death  in  its  sternest  form, 
rather  than  become  accessories  to  their  own  disgrace  and 
humiliation.  No  thought  of  cjuarter,  either  given  or  taken, 
would  have  been  the  result.  The  offensive  words  were 
entirely  expunged,  f 


*  Tlie  ailicles  of  capilulation,  in  full,  are  given  at  the  end  of  tlie  eliajiter. 
t  Tlie  eondiiet  of  I'leston  is  particularly  worthy  of  renienihranee,  as  it  formed 
the  precedent  on   which   IJurgoyne   acted    two  years  later  in  the  convention  of 
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On  the  morniiifj  of  the  3rd  of  November,  at  ro  o'clock,  the 
surrender  was  made.  Tlie  t^'arrison  marched  out  with  the 
honours  of  war,  grounded  their  arms,  and  surrendered  as 
prisoners.  Some  officers  of  the  garrison,  with  ^Messrs.  ller- 
vieux  and  Magdelaine  on  the  part  of  the  Canadians,  left  for 
Montreal  to  obtain  clothes  and  necessaries  to  lie  carried  by 
the  men  into  captivit)-.  Two  companies  of  congress  troops 
took  possession  of  the  fort,  which,  with  its  slight  fortifications, 
for  forty-five  days  had  been  so  gallantly  defended.  The 
total  number  of  those  who  surrendered  was  6}S8.*  During 
the  siege,  sixteen  were  killed  or  died  of  their  wounds,  about 
eighteen  were  so  seriously  wounded  as  to  be  disabled  or  to 
lose  their  limbs,  sixty  were  otherwise  wounded.  Thus  every 
eighth  man  had  been  killed  or  wounded.  The  prisoners 
were  iinmediately  sent  up  lake  Chami)lain  to  be  forwarded 
to  their  destination,  in  the  first  instance  to  Albany  and 
afterwards  to  New  Jersey. f 

Montgomery  was  now  free  to  act  to  carry  out  the  purpose 
for  which  he  was  present  in  Canada  ;  the  occupation  of  the 
province,  in  order  to  commit  it  to  the  cause  of  independence 
of  the  whole  American  continent,  freed  from   British  contrcjl. 

Saratoga,  on  the  I2lh  of  October,  in  answer  to  the  demand  of  Gates  that  the 
British  force  should  ground  arms.  liurgoyne  replied  that  sooner  than  consent  to 
this  act,  "  ihey  will  rush  on  the  enemy  determined  to  lake  no  quarter."  The 
speecli  has  been  remembered  to  Hurgoyne's  benefit.  One  half  of  its  charm,  how- 
ever, disappears  when  it  is  known  he  was  not  the  first  to  express  the  sentiment. 
Hurgoync  was  at  Saint  foim's  in  1776;  it  was  the  sjiot  from  which  he  started 
in  his  unfortunate  campaign  of  1777,  and  Preston's  conduct  must  have  been  well 
known  to  him. 

*  The  slate  is  given  at  the  end  of  this  chapter. 

+  There  are  letters  from  Juchereau  1  )uchesnay,  .Seigneur  f)f  Heauporl,  to  his 
connection,  Hon.  Trs.  Haby,  establishing  the  fact  [Verreault,  ]).  320-321]  :  "  Fort 
Jean,  ce  2  Novembre,  1775.  Apres  avoir  etc  blagues  [sic]  le  14  septend)re  au 
soir,  nous  avons  etc  obliges,  pour  cond)le  de  malheur,  de  rendre  ce  jour  la  place, 
apres  avoir  essuye  la  plus  grande  misere,  que  j'ai  cue  dans  toutes  nies  cam|)agnes. 
l,es  l)lesses  et  morts  se  montent  a  soixante  et  quelques  personnes.  Notre  resist- 
ance nous  a  fait  obtenir  les  honneurs  de  la  guerre  et  la  douce  satisfaction  d'etre 
traines  a  Connecticut  :  un  coup  de  fu>il  au  travcrs  du  corps  a  Montreal  me  ferait 

beaucoup  nioius  de  peine  et   de  tort Nous   partoiis  a  huit  hemes 

du  matin,  demain."  And  again  from  Albany  on  the  8th  of  February,  he  says  ; 
"  Tous  nos  me.ssieurs  sont  partis  pour  la  Nouvelle  Jersey." 
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Saint  John's  had  literally  been  the  portal  of  Canada  ;  so  long 
as  it  was  held  by  a  liritish  garrison,  it  could  not  be  passed  by, 
and  left  unnoticed  behind.  The  impediment  had  been  re- 
moved, and  the  province  was  now  thrown  open  to  him.  His 
parties  had  for  some  time  held  possession  of  the  country 
south  of  the  Saint  I.awrence  ;  he  was  now  to  extend  his 
authority,  as  he  believed  and  expected,  over  the  whole  of 
Canada.  It  was  all  important  that  he  should  not  delay  his 
movements,  for  the  expedition  of  Arnold  by  the  Kennebec,  in 
connection  with  his  own,  had  started  from  Casco  bay,  and 
had  at  this  date  been  six  weeks  on  its  journey.  Both  the 
ex|)editions  of  Montgomery  and  .\rnold  had  been  undertaken 
from  the  reliance  placed  on  the  co-operation  of  the  Canadian.s. 
Indeed,  without  it  neither  would  have  succeeded.  The  extri- 
cation of  Montgomery  at  the  last  hour,  when  success  was 
possible,  by  the  capitulation  of  Chambly,  from  the  difficulties 
which  threatened  him,  is  a  proof  how  narrowly  he  escaped 
destruction.  Both  expeditions  nuist  be  regarded  as  having 
been  recklessly  undertaken,  even  when  all  the  favourable 
circumstances  connected  with  them  are  kept  in  prominence. 
Both  were  successful  in  different  degrees  ;  Montgomery's 
eminently  so,  and,  it  is  but  justice  to  him  to  add,  in  a  large 
degree  owing  to  his  ability  and  judgment. 

Without  delay,  and  the  season  was  a  stern  counsellor  that 
such  should  be  the  case,  he  took  steps  to  assure  his  conquest. 
Two  hundred  men  were  placed  in  the  forts  of  Saint  John's 
and  Chambly;  one  hundred  men  were  sent  across  the  country 
to  seize  Laprairie.  Colonel  Kaston  and  major  Brown 
descended  the  Richelieu  to  Sorcl,  with  three  hundred  provin- 
cials and  six  hundred  Canadians,  with  camion,  to  drive  back 
any  vessels  attempting  to  descend  the  river.  The  design  was 
also  to  attack  Maclean,  but  he  had  already  passed  down  lake 
Saint  I'eter.  Warren  was  ordered  with  three  hundred  men  to 
take  post  at  Longueuil.  ^lessages  were  despatched  to  Caugh- 
nawaga,  the  Indian  reserve,  to  demand  that  the  Indians  should 
remain  neutral  in  their  village.  They  had  alreadv,  some 
weeks  previously,  retired  from  an  active  part  in  the  contest  at 


17/5] 


CARLETOX  LEAVl.S  MONTUKAL. 


461 


Saint  John's  ;  considering  the  support  of  Moiitgomcr}'  to  be 
that  of  the  stront^^est  side,  they  rc;idil)'  compHcd.  Mont- 
gomery himself  prepared  to  take  possession  of  Montreal,  and 
advanced  to  Laprairie,  where  he  collected,  as  rapidly  as  he  was 
able,  the  boats  and  bateaux  which  would  admit  of  his  trans- 
portin<j  his  force  across  the  river. 

On  hearintf  the  news  of  the  surrender  of  Saint  John's, 
Carleton  dismissed  to  their  homes  the  Canadians  under  arms 
who  had  remained  in  Montreal.  He  spiked  the  cannon  and 
burned  the  bateaux  he  could  not  use,  and  caused  the  muni- 
tions, [)rovisions  and  bat^<^age  to  lie  loaded  on  the  three 
armed  slocjps.  There  were  about  one  hundred  and  twenty 
regular  troops,  who  also  embarked  on  the  vessels  available. 

Carleton  must  have  felt  it  a  point  of  honour  to  remain  at 
Montreal,  lie  knew  well  that  the  only  mode  of  preserving 
Canada  was  the  retention  of  Quebec,  and  that,  provided  the 
city  could  be  held  during  winter,  the  reinforcements  which 
would  arrive  in  spring  would  sweep  the  congress  trocjps 
before  them;  and  so  it  proved.  11  is  policy  was  at  once  to 
have  left  Montreal  to  its  fate,  for  none  other  was  possible. 
The  capture  of  the  cit>'  was  an  event  which  was  inevitable, 
and  in  such  case  the  sooner  the  disaster  was  met,  the  better 
chance  that  the  more  favourable  conditions  would  be  obtained. 
Carleton,  however,  remained  in  Montreal  until  the  iith,  when 
the  news  arrived,  that  Montgomery's  force  was  crossing 
from  Laprairie  to  Saint  Paul's  island.*  There  was  something 
unusually  sad  in  his  departure,  which  took  place  at  five  in  the 
afternoon.  Sanguinet  compares  it  to  a  funeral.  Several  of 
the  citizens  accompanied  him  to  the  waterside,  and  he  left 
amid  general  depression,  i" 

Carleton  was  accompanied  by  brigadier  Frescott,  and  the 
military  of  the  garrison  and  staff  There  were  three  armed 
vessels,  and  with  the  provision  and  small  craft,  the  flotilla. 


*  Now  called  Nuns'  Island,  which  lies  directly  in  the  route  from  Laprairie  to 
Montreal. 

+  "  I'lusieurs  jiersonnes  furent  acconipagnccs  le  general  jusiiu'au  bord  de  Teau. 
Ce  depart  avoit  I'air  d'un  enterrenienl  des  plus  tristes." — [Verreault,  I.,  p.  79,  J 
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consisted  of  cloven  sail.  For  the  first  hours  the  wind  was 
fair,  when,  on  the  12th  of  June,  one  of  the  vessels  unfortu- 
nately ran  aground  ;  accordint;  to  liadcaux,  this  must  have 
been  at  Lavaltrie,  twelve  miles  west  of  Sorel.  The  wind 
now  became  contrary,  and  the  vessels  unable  to  move  for- 
ward, remained  in  this  position  during  the  13th  and  14th. 
In  tlic  meantime,  the  congress  troops  had  constructed  several 
batteries  to  prevent  the  passage  f)f  the  vessels  above  Sorel, 
one  being  placed  on  ilc  Saint  Ignace,  opposite  that  place. 
These  preparations  being  completed,  h'.aston  on  the  15th  sent 
a  written  summons  to  Carlctun,  calling  upon  him  to  capitu- 
late.* A  council  was  called  as  to  the  steps  to  be  taken.  The 
opinion  was  unanimous  that  every  effort  should  be  made  to 
assure  the  safe  arrival  of  Carlcton  at  Quebec,  now  the  only 
place  which  could  withstand  the  further  progress  of  the 
congress  troops  ;  and  Carleton's  presence  there  was  of  the 
greatest  importance  in  taking  measures  for  its  defence. 
Captain  Belettc,  who  commanded  one  of  the  armed  vessels, 
pledged  himself  to  face  the  attacking  force  of  boats,  so  as  to 
give  time  for  Quebec  to  be  reached.  Captain  liouchette,  who 
by  the  celerity  of  his  movements  had  obtained  the  name  of 
"  I.a  Tourtrc,"  +  offered  himself  to  convey  the  governor  in  a 
barge,  and  this  advice  was  accepted. 

On  the  night  of  the  i6th  and  17th  of  November,  the  gover- 
nor went  on  board  the  barge  with  Bouchette  ;  the  oars  were 
muffled.  As  they  approached  the  islands,  the  boat  was  softly 
propelled  only  by  the  palms  of  the  hands,  particularly  when 
in  the  channel  of  the  ile-du-1'as.  The  night  passed  without 
the  boat  being  discovered.  On  lake  Saint  Peter  the  'owers 
worked  vigorously,  and  on  the  i/th,  at  noon,  they  reached 
Three  Rivers.  Carleton,  with  his  aide-de-camp,  de  Lanau- 
diere,  de  Niverville,  and  Bouchette  went  on  shore.  The  first 
person  they  met  was  Frazer,  a  royalist.  In  the  reply  to  their 
question  if  there  were  any  congress  troops  in  the  place, 
Frazer  replied  there  were  none  in  Three   Rivers,  but   tiiere 

*  Can.  Arch.,  Q.,  II,  p.  323. 
t  The  wild  pigeon. 
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was  a  force  at  point  aux-Trcmbles,  above  Quebec.  Carleton 
could  not  think  it  possible  ;  but  de  Toniiancour  arrived,  who 
confirmed  the  fact.  Millet,  a  resident  of  Three  Rivers,  waited 
upon  the  governor,  and  informetl  him  that  si.K  hundred 
congress  troops  had  arrived  at  Machiche,  a  river  midway  on 
the  north  shore  of  lake  .Saint  Peter,  and  they  would  soon  be  at 
Three  Rivers.  There  was  no  time  to  lose,  and,  having  taken 
some  dinner,  Carleton  started  at  three  o'clock.  .At  the  foot 
of  the  then  Richelieu  rapids*  at  point  I'laton,  he  met  the 
armed  snow  "I-'ell,"  captain  Napier,  on  board  of  which  he  wa.s 
received.  The  vessel,  without  interference,  passed  point  aux- 
Trembles,  where  Arnold  had  taken  position,  and  on  Sunday, 
the  19th  of  November,  in  the  afternoon,  accompanied  by  de 
Lanaudiere,  captain  Owen,  lieutenant  Selwyn  of  the  7th,  and 
by  the  soldiers  who  had  rowed  the  barge,  Carleton  entered 
the  walls  of  Quebec  to  conduct  the  defences  during  the  siege 
of  the  next  few  months. 

It  is  necessary  to  return  to  the  eleven  vessels  detained  at 
Lavaltrie,  on  which  were  brigadier  Prescott,  with  one  hundred 
and  thirty  of  the  Montreal  garrison.  On  the  morning  of 
the  19th,  Iv'iston,  who  had  passed  to  the  north  shore  with 
his  whole  force,  which  he  appears  to  have  increased,  sent 
major  l^rown  with  a  peremptory  demand  to  surrender.  It 
does  not  seem  that  Prescott  entertained  any  idea  of  resist- 
ance. He  offered  to  give  over  the  vessels,  on  condition  that 
he  and  his  men  were  permitted  to  proceed  to  Quebec. 
Maston  rejected  the  contlitions,  and  allowed  Prescott  four 
hours  for  a  reply,  adding  that  if  at  that  period  he  had  not 
struck  his  flag,  he  would  storm  the  boats. 

Prescott  surrendered  :  he  first,  however,  threw  the  powder 
into  the  Saint  Lawrence.  The  congress  troops  accordingl}- 
took  possession  of  the  vessels,  artillery  and  provisions.  The 
north-west  wind  being  favourable,  the  flotilla  immediately 
started  for  Montreal,  bringing  also  the  prisoners.  They 
arrived  on  the  22nd.     Montgomerj'  ordered  them  to  parade 

*  These  lapids  have  since  been  removed^  by  blasting,  ami  there  is  nothing 
more  than  an  accelerated  current. 
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on  the  river  bank  the  followinir  inoriiiii;^,  before  the  market, 
and  there  laj'  down  their  arms.  Si.xt)'  conj^ress  troops  were 
pre.scnt,  mostly  \ouns^  men.  Walker,  who  had  been  on  ijoard 
a  prisoner  in  irons,  on  his  way  to  Quebec,  havin<f  been 
released  at  the  time  of  the  cajjture  of  I'rescott,  and  the 
troops  took  part  in  the  ceremony  on  the  side  of  congress, 
and  he  is  represented  as  not  having  treated  the  imprisoned 
brigadier  with  particular  courtesy.  The  troops,  with  Pres- 
cott,  were  sent  to  Chanil)l\'.  Some  of  the  officers,  however, 
were  permitted  to  remain  at  Montreal,  and  some  at  Houcher- 
ville,  on  parole. 

I'rescott's  conduct  has  always  remained  unaccounted  for. 
The  only  explanation  is  that  of  colonel  Caldwell,*  that,  after 
Carleton's  departure,  the  pilots  mutinied  and  refused  to 
conduct  the  vessels  past  the  batteries,  and  the  Canadian 
sailors  who  formed  the  crew  would  not  perform  their  duty. 
The  fact  remains  that  Prcscott,  considering  that  he  could  not 
force  his  way  up  the  river  with  his  vessels,  unconditionally 
surrendered.  The  gain  of  this  means  of  transport  by  water 
was  essentially  what  Montgomery  desired.  He  had  taken 
possession  of  Montreal  on  the  13th,  and  iiad  remained  in 
the  city,  owing  to  his  not  possessing  the  vessels  on  which 
he  could  embark  his  force.  Three  Rivers  had  capitulated 
to  him  in  Montreal  ;  when  in  the  city,  Montgomery  had 
heard  from  Arnold  that  he  had  established  himself  at  point 
aux-Trcmbles,  and  it  was  the  vessels  surrcnded  by  Prescott 
which  enabled  him  to  descend  the  Saint  Lawrence,  and  to 
effect  a  junction  with  the  troops  who  had  reached  Canada 
by  the  Kemiebec,  and  commence  the  operations  before 
Quebec.  He  did  so,  with  the  full  expectation  that  it  would 
fall  in  a  few  days  into  his  hands,  as  being  incapable  of 
defence,  and  that  there  would  then  be  an  end  of  British 
power  in  Canada. 

*  Invasion  of  Ciin.nda  in  1775.     Historical  Society  of  Quebec,  p.  4. 
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St.  Jolin's,  2  Nov.,  1775. 
"Articles  of  Capilulaliou  proposed  by  Major  Charles  I're.slou  for  his  Majesty's 
forts  in  St.  Joiin's,  in  the  Province  of  Canada.* 


Art.  I.  All  Acts  of  Hostilities  shall 
cease  on  both  sides  'till  Articles  of 
Capitulation  shall  be  agreed  upon 
&  signed. 

Art.  2.  'I'he  (jarrison  shall  be  allowed 
all  the  Honors  of  War  and  suffered 
to  proceed  with  their  Haggage  and 
Effects  to  the  most  convenient 
Port  in  America,  from  thence  to 
embark  for  (Ireat  Ihitain,  as  soon 
as  they  shall  be  furnished  with 
Transports  i.\;  Provisions  l)y  His 
Excellency  lien'-  (Jage  or  the 
Commander  in  Chief  of  his 
Majesty's  Troops  in  America. 


Art.  3.  An  Officer  or  Quarter-Master 
from  each  Corps  shall  be  allowed 
to  i)ass  to  .Montreal  upon  Parole  of 
Honor,  there  to  transact  and  settle 
the  Pusiness  of  his  respective  t'orps 
and  to  bring  up  their  Baggage, 
Cloathing  {sn}  and  Pay,  for  which 
Purpose  they  shall  be  furnished 
with  Carts  and  lialteaux  (,(/<). 

Art.  4.  The  Canadian  Centlenieii  In- 
habitants and  other  persons  resid- 
ing in  the  Province  and  now  at  St. 
Johns  shall  be  permitted  to  return 
unmolested     to     their     respective 

*  Can.  Arch.,  i).,  ri,  p.  278. 


Agreed. 


The  Garrison  shall  march  out  with 
the  Honors  of  War,  this  is  due  to 
their  Fortitude  tV  Perseverence. 

The  non  comniissioned  Olficers  and 
Privates  shall  ground  their  Arms  on 
the  Plain  South  of  the  I'ort  and  innne- 
iliately  embark  on  board  such  lioats  as 
shall  be  provided  for  the  purpose.  The 
Officers  shall  keep  their  side  Arms,  and 
their  Fire  .\rnis  shall  be  put  up  in  a 
Hox  and  delivered  to  them  when  those 
{si\)  unhappy  Disputes  are  ended,  if 
they  do  not  chuse  (sic)  to  dispose  of 
them  before. 

The  Garrison  must  go  to  Connecticut 
Government  or  to  such  other  province, 
as  the  Honorable  the  Continental 
Congress  shall  direct,  there  to  remain, 
until  our  unhappy  iJilferences  shall  be 
compromised,  or  till  they  are  exchanged. 
Our  Prisoners  have  been  constantly 
treated  with  a  brotherly  affection.  The 
Elfects  of  the  Garrison  shall  not  be 
withheld  from  them. 

Agreed  to  in  the  fullest  Latitude. 


Answered  in  the  Second,  the  Cana- 
dian Gentlemen  and  others  being  pari 
of  the  Gariison. 
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llomt'  wiih  their  Arms  niul 
Unjjyaj^u  aiiil  iciii;\iii  secure  in  llieir 
I'rf)|)erty  ainl  I'irieti>. 

Art.  5.  Tlie  Sick  and  wounded  shall 
lie  taken  proper  care  of  an<l  per- 
mitted to  join  tlieir  lespective 
Corps  or  return  to  their  respective 
Homes  upon  their  Recovery. 

Art.  6.  As  soon  as  the  above  Articles 
shall  be  sijjiied,  Major  C  I'reston 
will  deliver  up  the  Forts  with  the 
Ammunition,  Provisions,  &c. 


■/« 


The  Answers  to  the  above  Articles 
will  be  assented  to  by  Major  I'reslon, 
provided  the  Expression  (in  answer  to 
Article  and,  "  I  wish  they  had  been  in 
a  better  cause,")  being  entirely  erased, 
the  Garrison  being  determined  rather 
to  die  with  their  Arms  in  their  Hands 
than  submit  to  the  Indignity  of  such  a 
reflection. 


The  .Sick  and  wounded  shall  be 
taken  care  of  by  their  own  Surgeons 
and  when  recovered  follow  their  re- 
spective Corps. 

To  Morrow  .Morning  at  8  o'clock 
the  garrison  will  mardi  out,  having 
first  collected  their  Haggage  and  Effects 
in  a  convenient  Place  for  embarking 
and  leaving  a  Guard  for  its  Protection. 
The  officers  must  be  upon  Honor  with 
respect  to  their  Maggage,  for  should 
any  Canadian  or  other,  effect  his 
Escajie,  his  Haggage  shall  be  given  as 
Plunder  to  the  Troops.  The  (Quarter 
Master  Gen',  with  projier  Commis- 
saires  will  attend  at  8  o'clock  to  receive 
the  Artillery  Ammunition  Naval  stores 
iv:ca. 

The  Deserters  from  the  Continental 
Army  shall  not  be  included  in  the 
Stipulation  for  the  Garrison. 

The  Commanding  Officer  to  sign  & 
deliver  the  Articles  of  Capitulation  by 
Sunset  this  livening. 
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Abslrnct  of  state  of  troops  who  surienduied  at  Saint  John's,  2  November,  1775. 


II.  M.   Royal   Fusiliers i^ 

"      26th  Regiment jr 

"       Royal  Artillery 4 

"      Royal  Navy 4 

McLean's  Corps 

Sick  and  Woumlcd 


S('ri,'e.iill-.. 

.ind  1  ilif. 

Tol.il. 

l.j.cti.l 
T  Ml. 

II 
II 

182 

259 
208 

2 

62 

68 

2 

11 
16 

IS 
18 

29 

29 

[Canadian  Archives,  (^).,  11,  p.  282.] 

C.madHiti  \'i)Iuiitccrs. 

OfTiciers  et  Genlilshonimes 

Volontaires  i'arliculiers 

OfTiciers    de    Milice    de    Montreal    et    3 

Rivieres 

OfTiciers  de  .Milice  des  Campagnes 

Miliciens  des  Villes  et  des  Camjiagnes  : 

Montreal. 

3  Rivers 

Mascoiiche 

St.  Eustache  et  St.  Genevieve 

Varennes 

Machiche 

Point  du  Lae 

Riviere  dn  I^oup  (en  liaut) 

Volontaires  de  M.  Mackay , 


37 


26 


534 


Indiens. 


Total. 


[Q.,  II,  p.  284.] 


4 
3 
3 

3 

2 

5 
9 
7 


2! 

6 

16 

10 


36 

2 


597 


9J 

688 
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CHAPTER   IV. 

On  the  day  of  Carlcton's  departure,  the  congress  troops 
crossing  from  Laprairic  liail  reached  Saint  Paul's  island,  a 
league  to  the  west  of  Montreal.  There  they  remained  waiting 
for  further  orders.  As  the  news  became  known,  the  s\'mpa- 
thizers  with  congress  shewed  their  feelings  openly,  abandoned 
their  arms,  and  said  they  were  tired  of  the  farce  of  serving 
the  govermncnt.  * 

The  inhabitants  of  the  suburbs  would  not  enter  the  town. 
The  gates  were  closed,  and  those  devoted  to  the  authority  of 
the  crown  remained  under  arms.  Mention  has  been  made  of 
one  liindon,  who  carrieil  the  news  to  Allen  that  troops  were 
marching  against  him.  He  had  explained  away  his  conduct 
by  admitting  that  he  had  acted  withcnit  judgment,  and  had 
continued  in  apparent  perfcjrmance  of  his  duty  as  a  member 
of  the  volunteer  companies.  On  this  day  he  was  on  sentry  at 
one  of  the  embrasures,  when  he  permitted  two  men  to  pass 
through  the  opening  to  communicate  to  the  congress  troops 
the  condition  of  the  city.  One  was  a  partner  of  Price,  already 
named,  a  strong  partisan  of  tlie  Boston  agitation.  The  I2th 
of  November  fell  on  a  Sunday,  and,  about  nine  o'clock,  as 
many  were  proceeding  to  church,  the  city  was  thrown  into 
great  agitation  by  the  news  that  Montgomery's  force  was 
observed  coming  from  Saint  Paul's  island,  and  making  its  way 
to  point  Saint  Charles,  where  it  must  shortly  arrive.  The 
citizens  hastily  assembled  to  determine  upon  some  course  of 
action,  and,  finally,  a  committee  of  twelve  was  chosen  to  meet 
Montgomery  and  confer  with  him.  There  was  no  hope  of 
any  defence  of  the  city.  The  few  troops,  who  had  remained 
behind,  had  left  the  preceding  evenirg  with  Carleton,  and  the 

*  "  Qu'il  y  avoit  assez  long  temps  qu'ils  faisoient  la  grimace."     Verreault,  I., 
p.  79. 
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militia  ofllic  northern  parishes  hail  hceii  ilespatchcil  to  their 
homes  upon  the  news  of  the  surrciuler  of  Saint  John's.  Of 
the  inhabitants  of  the  city  few  were  willing  to  take  up  arms 
to  tiefciul  it.  .All  that  could  he  done  was  to  obtain  the  best 
terms  possible. 

The  parties  selected  went  forward  to  meet  Mi>ntt;()mer\'. 
They  endeavoured  to  put  the  bcsl  face  on  the  situation,  and 
asked  him  his  purpose  in  .idvancinj;  with  an  arineil  force 
against  the  place.  Montgomery  ([uietly  told  them  that  he 
came  as  a  friend,  and  that  he  would  give  them  four  hours  to 
consider  the  conditions  on  which  thej*  would  accept  his 
authorit}'.  The  deputation  then  called  upon  him  nf)t  to 
approach  nearer  to  the  city.  Moiitgoincr}'  answered  that  it 
wa.s  somewhat  cold  weather,  and  innnediatelv  sent  fiftv  men 
to  occupy  the  Recollet  suburb,  and,  before  four  o'clock,  his 
whole  force  was  established  there. 

There  was  much  feeling  among  those  loj-al  to  Great  l?ritain 
that  they  should  enter  into  a  capitulation  without  the  least 
resistance.  Vacu  in  the  des|)erate  circumstances  in  which 
Montreal  w.is  j)laced,  there  were  those  who  were  ready  to 
make  a  last  effort  to  save  it  from  this  fate.  To  such  as  these, 
it  seemed  disgraceful,  that  a  few  hundred  men  should  take 
possession  of  a  city  of  twelve  thousand  inhabitants.  Several 
were  desirous  of  resisting  the  attack,  but  Montgoiner)'  knew 
what  was  before  him.  Many  of  the  inhabitants  of  tlie 
suburbs  had  seen  him  at  point  Saint  Charles,  and  had  assured 
him  of  their  neutrality.  There  was  a  strong  party  in  the  city 
prepared  in  anj-  struggle  to  side  with  liim,  and  there  were  not 
four  hundred  ])ersons  well  disposed  to  the  government  ;  the 
latter  without  ammunition  or  provisions.  The  terms  of 
capitulation  were  therefore  drawn  up  and  placcil  in  Mont- 
gomery's hands  :  he  received  them  with  courtesy,  promised  to 
examine  them,  and  that  shortl)'  he  woukl  communicate  his 
reply. 

At  seven  o'clock  Montgomery  sent  three  deputies,  one  of 
which  was  the  James  Price  previously  mentioned.  .Although 
a  citizen  of  Montreal,  and  his  wife  was  present  in  the  place. 
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he  endeavoured  according  to  Sanguinet  to  make  the  terms  as 
hard  as  possible.  The  discussion  continued  until  midnight, 
when  finally  the  deputies  proceeded  to  the  RecoUet  suburbs 
and  saw  Montgomery  himself,  who  gave  his  dcision  in 
writing. 

The  committee  charged  with  negotiating  the  articles  of 
capitulation  presented  them  under  nine  heads ;  that  the 
citizens,  including  the  religious  orders,  should  enjoy  their 
rights  and  properties  ;  that  both  the  French  and  English 
should  be  maintained  in  the  free  exercise  of  their  religion  ; 
that  trade  in  the  interior  and  upper  part  of  the  province  and 
beyond  the  seas  should  be  uninterrupted  ;  that  passports  on 
legitimate  business  should  be  granted  ;  that  the  citizens  and 
inhabitants  of  Montreal  should  not  be  called  upon  to  bear 
arms  against  the  mother  country  ;  that  the  inhabitants  of 
Montreal,  and  of  every  part  of  the  province,  who  had  borne 
arms  for  the  defence  of  the  province,  then  prisoners,  should 
be  released  ;  that  the  courts  of  justice  should  be  re-estab- 
lished and  the  judges  elected  by  the  people  ;  that  the  inhabi- 
tants of  the  city  should  not  be  forced  to  receive  the  troops  ; 
that  no  Iinbitant  of  the  country  parishes,  and  no  Indian 
should  be  admitted  into  the  city,  luitil  the  commandant  had 
taken  possession  of  it,  and  made  provision  for  its  safety. 

Montgomery  treated  the  demands  somewhat  summarily, 
but  not  ungenerously.  He  pointed  c  !t  that  the  city, 
being  \\ithout  artillery,  troops  and  provisions,  was  not  in  a 
position  to  make  any  capitulation.  The  continental  army 
had  a  generous  disdain  of  all  acts  of  oppression  and  violence, 
and  had  appeared  in  Canada  to  establish  liberty  and  safety. 
The  general  accordingly  pledged  his  personal  honour  to  the 
observance  of  the  conditions  asked,  in  the  matter  of  property 
and  the  exercise  of  religion.  From  the  unhappy  differences 
between  Great  Britain  and  the  colonies,  he  was  unable  to 
engage  that  trade  should  be  continued  with  the  mother 
country.  As  far  as  he  was  able,  having  in  view  the  public 
interest,  he  would  gladly  protect  and  extend  trade,  and 
grant  passports  for  the  upper  country.     He  hoped  to  see  a 
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Ijrovincial  convention  by  means  of  which  the  rights  of  Canada 
and  the  sister  provinces  would  be  permanently  assured.  He 
gave  his  promise  that  the  inhabitants  should  not  be  called 
upon  to  bear  arms  against  the  mother  countrj',  or  be  forced 
to  contribute  to  the  expense  of  the  war.  lie  accepted  gener- 
ally the  other  demands,  with  the  understanding  that  the 
engagement  into  which  he  entered  should  be  observed  by 
those  who  succeeded  him  in  his  command.  I  shall  have, 
hereafter,  to  speak  of  Arnold  in  command  at  Montreal.  The 
contrast  between  the  characters  of  the  two  men  will  be  fully 
apparent. 

On  the  13th  of  November,  1775,  the  troops  of  congress 
took  possession  of  the  city.  Montgomery  was  not  without 
some  mark  of  personal  compliment  on  the  occasion.  Forty 
residents  in  the  7^?/^/;^//;;^  signed,  or  placed  their  cross  to  an 
address,  made  to  him,  written  by  one  Valentin  Gautard.  The 
opening  lines  arc  typical  of  the  nonsense :  "  The  darkness  in 
which  we  were  involved  is  now  dispelled  ;  daylight  sliines 
upon  us  ;  our  chains  are  broken,"  and  so  on.  The  burden 
was  the  expression  of  devotion  to  the  cause  of  congress, 
pointing  out  that  citizens  of  Montreal  ought  only  to  be 
regarded  as  a  conquered  people. 

In  Three  Rivers,  steps  were  taken  as  early  as  the  9th  for 
the  surrender  of  the  city.  On  the  preceding  day,  the  inhabi- 
tants heard  from  colonel  Maclean  of  the  threatened  approach 
of  the  troops  of  congress,  and  a  meeting  was  held  at  the 
Recollet  church  to  determine  the  policy  to  be  followed.  It 
was  felt  that  the  city  of  Three  Rivers  was  in  no  position  to 
ask  for  any  terms  of  capitulation.  It  was  therefore  agreed 
to  address  a  memorial  to  Montgomery  acknowledging  his 
authority.  Two  citizens  of  the  place,  William  Morris  and 
Pierre  Baby,  were  deputed  to  present  it  ;  it  was  signed  by 
twenty-one  of  the  inhabitants.  It  bricfl)'  set  forth  that, 
expecting  a  detachment  of  troops  within  the  burg,  they  asked 
to  be  treated  as  others  who  had  fallen  into  Montgomery's 
hands.  They  accordingly  prayed  that  the  officers  in  com- 
mand should  be  instructed  to  prevent  the  soldiers  committing 
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insult  or  wrong,  liaby,  however,  declined  to  leave  unless 
money  was  found  for  his  expenses.  Nothing  was  therefore 
done  until  the  i8th,  the  day  after  the  departure  from  Three 
Rivers  of  Carleton.  liadeaux,  the  writer  of  the  journal,  had 
been  appointed  in  the  first  instance,  but  he  had  pleaded  his 
inability,  owing  to  private  affairs,  to  accept  the  mission,  so 
Baby  had  been  named.  Circumstances  led  him  to  think  that 
the  English  inhabitants  were  about  to  act  independently  of 
the  Canadians,  consequently  he  saw  Morris,  who  informed  him 
that  Baby  declined  to  leave,  for  the  cause  named,  upon  which 
Badeaux  offered  to  take  his  place.  Morris  consented,  and 
the  two  started  at  noon  on  the  i8th.  That  night,  they  slept 
at  Maskinonge.  They  found  the  congress  troops  at  Berthier 
and  Lavaltrie,  having  arrived  at  the  time  when  Prescott  had 
been  called  upon  to  surrender  in  four  hours  ;  they  reached 
Repentigny  in  the  evening.  They  left  early  on  the  20th,  and 
stopped  half  an  hour  for  breakfast.  As  Badeaux  spoke 
English  well,  they  both  agreed  to  pass  for  "Bastonnois;"  and 
they  received  all  sorts  of  compliments  and  thanks  for  having 
arrived,  as  the  people  said,  adds  Badeaux,  to  establish  their 
liberty,  liadeau.x  created  some  sensation  by  paying  for  his 
breakfast  with  a  silver  dollar  ;  for  the  previous  arrivals  in 
Montgomery's  army  had  onl)^  paper  to  offer ;  and  being 
regarded  as  a  representative  man,  the  production  of  silver 
gladdened  the  hearts  of  the  I'^rench  Canadian  partisans  of 
congress.  They  had  not  forgotten  the  paper  money  and 
ordinances  of  Bigot.  The  landlady  did  not  conceal  her 
admiration,  and  this  act  of  virtue  on  the  part  of  an  officer  of 
congress  doubtless  soon  passed  through  the  parish.* 

They  arrived  in  Montreal  at  noon,  as  the  "  Angelus  "  was 
ringing,   and   immediately   waited    upon    Montgomery.     He 

*  "Quand  nous  euiiies  finis  de  dejeuner,  je  lirai  une  piastre  et  dit  a  rhulesse  : 
Payez-vous  de  ce  (jiie  nous  avons  eii.  Elle  prit  cette  piastre;  la  tenante  dans  deux 
doigts,  elle  la  nionlroit  a  toutes  les  personnes  que  ctoient  dans  la  maison,  en  leur 
disant  :  'Voye/"ous  comine  ces  messieurs  les  liastonnois  n'ont  point  d'argent  ! 
On  voulait  nous  fiiire  entendre  qu'  ils  n'avoient  que  <'es  billets,  en  voici  la  preuve, 
regardes  si  ils  nous  parlent  de  papier,  ils  ]iayent  en  bon  argent.'  Nous  les 
laissames  dans  la  persuasion  que  nous  estions  Haslonnois  et  que  nous  avions 
beaucoup  d'argent."     IJadcaux,  invasion  par  les  Americans.   [Verreault,  p.  179  ] 
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received  them  courteously,  and  told  them  that  any  fear  they 
entertained  need  not  be  of  his  troops,  but  of  the  Canadians 
who  had  joined  him.  Me  gave  them  a  few  lines  in  writing  to 
the  effect  that  his  troops  would  be  discredited  [temis]  by  no 
act  of  oppression. 

The  two  returned  to  Three  Rivers  with  the  reply,  daily 
expecting  the  arrival  of  a  detachment.  None  came.  Mont- 
gomery descended  the  river  in  the  boats  taken  at  the  sur- 
render of  Prcscott,  and,  early  in  December,  the  vessels  passed 
Three  Rivers  without  stopping  ;  but  Price  appeared  for  a  few 
hours  to  obtain  clothing  and  rum.  Some  slight  disorder  was 
threatened  by  the  appearance  of  one  Loiseau,  with  about 
sixty  Canadians,  who  took  upon  himself  to  search  the  houses 
of  the  royalists  for  arms.  Ikit  he  found  none,  and,  in  his 
disappointment,  threatened  to  pillage  the  residence  of  de 
Tonnancour.  It  was  not  until  the  beginning  of  February 
that  any  congress  troops  permanently  occupied  Three  Rivers. 

Montgomery  remained  in  Montreal  until  the  end  of 
November.  One  cause  of  his  stay  was  to  await  the  arrival  of 
his  detachments  whicn  he  had  called  in,  and  to  learn  the 
success  of  the  force  placed  by  him  at  Sorel.  On  the  22nd 
Easton  arrived  with  the  eleven  vessels  taken  at  Lavaltrie, 
containing  I'rescott  and  iiis  detachment  as  prisoners.  Mont- 
gomery had  now  the  means  of  joining  Arnold,  of  whose 
arrival  at  the  Saint  Lawrence,  and  of  his  failure  to  take 
Quebec  by  a  coi//)  dc  main  he  had  heard.  Arnold  was  at 
poitit  aux-Trembles,  and  Montgomery  descended  the  river  as 
rapidly  as  he  was  able,  to  take  command  of  the  besieging 
force  ;  as  has  been  said,  passing  by  Three  Rivers  without 
stopping. 

Montgomery  on  leaving  Montreal  placed  Woostcr  in 
command  of  the  detachment  left  in  the  city.  Wooster's  first 
duty  was  to  disseminate  an  address  from  Washington.  It 
was  an  appeal  to  the  Canadians  to  take  the  side  of  congress. 
It  set  forth  that  the  colonies  trusted  to  the  justice  of  their 
cause  and  the  purity  of  their  motives,  and  they  had  been 
forced  to  appeal  to  the  Being  that  controlled  human  events. 
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Their  virtuous  efforts  had  been  blessed  and  they  had  seen  the 
British  soldiers,  who  were  renowned  throughout  the  world, 
humbled  and  disgraced.  There  was  much  in  this  strain,  with 
the  intimation  that  the  force  under  Schuyler  had  been  sent 
to  protect,  not  to  plunder  the  province.  Therefore,  no  one 
should  abandon  his  home,  no  one  should  take  flight ;  the 
cau.se  of  the  Americans  was  the  cause  of  liberty  and  religion. 
The  Canadians  were  exhorted  to  range  themselves  under  the 
standard  of  freedom,  which  the  force  and  cunning  of  tyranny 
could  never  pull  down.  * 

It  cannot  be  said  that  the  document  effected  the  result 
anticipated.  The  Canadians  as  a  body  were  not  gratified  at 
seeing  the  troops  of  congress  in  Montreal.  There  were,  how- 
ever, many  who  favoured  their  presence,  and,  so  long  as  this 
feeling  prevailed  to  any  extent,  the  colonial  force  could  count 
upon  their  presence  in  Canada  being  tolerated,  if  not  accepted 
as  a  permanent  fact. 

While  Montgomery  was  attacking  Canada  on  the  west 
from  lake  Champlain,  an  invasion  had  taken  place  on  the 
east,  by  which  it  was  hoped  that  Quebec  might  be  surprised. 
The  expedition  was  intrusted  to  Arnold,  and  from  the  cir- 
cumstance, that  papers  relating  to  the  topography  of  his 
march  were  found  among  his  property,  on  its  confiscation 
after  his  flight  from  West  Point  in  1780,  the  conclusion  has 
been  drawn  that  the  first  conception  of  the  undertaking  may 
be  attributed  to  him.  I  cannot  entertain  this  view.  The  fact 
of  the  duty  being  intrusted  to  xArnold  would  account  for  all 
papers,  or  copies  of  them  being  found  in  his  possession.  The 
document  in  question  was  the  report  of  colonel  INIontresor, 
then,  however,  a  captain,  who  in  1761  ascended  the  Chau- 
diere,  and  passed  the  height  of  land  to  reach  Moose  Head 
lake  ;  thence  he  descended  the  Kennebec  to  Casco  bay.  On 
his  return,  he  ascended  the  main  stream  to  what  is  known  as 


*  This  address  is  given  in  English  at  the  end  of  this  chapter.  It  was  lii<ewise 
disseminated  in  Erench.  It  was  broiiglit  to  Canada  liy  Arnold,  and  must  have 
been  sent  liy  him  to  Monireal.  Arnold  acknowledges  its  receipt  at  fort  Weston, 
on  the  Kennebec,  on  the  251)1  of  September,  in  a  letter  to  Washington. 
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Dead  river,  which  he  followed  to  the  height  of  land,  and 
reached  hd<e  Megantic,  then  called  Chaudicre  pond,  and 
descended  the  Chaudicre  to  the  Saint  Lawrence.  Montresor 
gave  the  most  definite  instructions  as  to  the  route,  and  he 
is  particular  in  stating  that  he  carefully  "  blazed "  a  line 
through  i\\c  portage  at  the  junction  of  the  Dead  river  and  the 
Kennebec,  so  that  those  following  him  would  have  no  diffi- 
culty in  finding  the  line.  Any  one  at  all  accustomed  to  the 
woods  knows  that  such  a  line  is  traceable  for  half  a  century, 
and  there  are  instances  of  these  designations  having  retained 
their  significance  even  for  a  longer  date.  Thus  Arnold,  in 
ascending  the  river  and  crossing  the  height  of  land,  had  really 
nothing  to  learn.      His  route  had  been  i)rcparcd  for  him. 

As  Washington  commissioned  Arnold  to  the  undertaking, 
my  own  view  is  that  it  is  to  him  that  the  conception  must  bo 
afifiliated.  An  engineer  by  profession,  Washington  must  have 
understood  Montresor's  report,  and  have  seen  that  Quebec 
could  be  easily  gained  by  the  route  described,  if  the  Indians 
and  French  Canadians  offered  no  opposition.  It  is  not 
beyond  probability  that  the  report  was  obtained  by  Price  or 
some  of  the  sympathizers  in  Quebec,  and  placed  in  Washing- 
ton's hands ;  and  that  on  his  receiving  assurance  the  French 
Canadians  would  be  neutral,  and  that  there  was  an  active 
party  in  the  city  ready  to  act  with  the  congress  troops,  he 
gave  orders  f"or  the  organization  of  the  expedition.  Montre- 
sor's report  establishes  the  absence  of  all  difficulty.  On  his 
return,  he  left  fort  Halifax  on  the  9th  of  July,  and  on  the  13th 
reached  the  tributary  of  the  Kennebec  he  was  to  ascend, 
the  Dead  river.  Carefully  laying  out  by  "blazes"  the  line  of 
route,  in  seven  days  he  came  to  lake  Megantic.  This  period 
included  his  exploration,  and  the  time  given  to  marking  the 
line.  These  established  figures  shew  that  Arnold's  march 
was  attended  with  little  unusual  effort. 

*  In  order  that  this  point  may  be  fairly  judged,  I  append  an  abstract  of 
Montresor's  report.  It  is  to  be  found  in  vol.  I  ,  p.  340,  of  the  proceedings  of  the 
Maine  Historical  Society,  1831.  The  Journal  was  found  among  the  papers  of 
Arnold,  when  his  property  was  confiscated  by  the  state  of  Connecticut. 

14th  June.    Embarked    on    Chaudicre.      l8ih.    Reached    River    des    Loups, 
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There  has  nevertheless  been  considerable  exaggeration 
about  Arnold's  expedition,  as  if  it  were  an  extraordinary 
undertaking,   and   it  has  been  dwelt  upon   as   a   wonderful 


ascended  to  where  carrying  place  begins.  24111.  Few  blazes,  the  Abenakis  having 
left  few  vestiges ;  the  carrying  pl.ice  4  leagues.  2Sth.  Came  to  one  of  branches  of 
lake.  26lh.  Encamped.  27tli.  Embarked  on  branch  ;  reached  lake  Moose-Ilead, 
named  from  a  mountain  resembling  a  moose  deer  in  stooping  position.  July  1st. 
On  the  Arransoah  or  Kennebec.  7th.  Reached  Fort  Halifax,  built  by  Shirley 
[1754],  (now  VVaterville)  ;  tide  l)rings  sloop  as  far  as  Fort  Western,  six  leagues 
below  Fort  Halifax  :  Fort  Western,  41  miles  from  Casco  Hay,  in  which  Kennebec 
discharges.  9th.  Left  on  evening.  loth,  nth,  12th,  Ascended  river;  excessive 
heat  ;  water  low  level.     13th.   Came  to  Dead  river. 

The  Kennebec.  "13efore  it  joins  the  eastern  branch,  the  Kennebec  has  a  great 
many  windings,  is  full  of  islands,  shallow  and  rapid.  To  avoid  these  inconveni- 
ences, it  is  usual  to  carry  the  canoes  through  the  woods  till  you  meet  the  river, 
where  it  is  of  great  depth  and  its  current  hardly  perceivable.  This  portage  is 
divided  by  three  different  lakes,  each  of  which  is  to  be  pa.ssed  l)efore  you  can 
arrive  at  the  Dead  river,  so  called,  being  the  western  branch  of  the  Kennebec.  ' 
It  has  been  formerly  mentioned  that  althoujjh  the  French  made  use  of  the  eastern 
road  to  go  into  New  England,  yet  this  was  always  looked  upon  both  by  them 
and  the  English,  as  the  most  eligilile  road  to  enter  Canada.  In  order,  therefore, 
'to  make  these  portages  more  remarkable,  we  took  care  to  blais  \sic\  all  the 
forta^cs  from  the  Keiniebec  to  lake  Me;,fantic,  in  such  a  manner  as  to  make  the 
way  much  less  difficult  for  wlioevi-r  may  follow.  A  little  above  the  portage,  a 
remarkable  brook  falls  into  the  river,  which  forms  the  first  or  nearest  lake." 

July  14.  ''Left  Kennebec:  after  walking  8  miles  came  to  first  lake  600  yards 
in  length,  400  in  breadth  ;  took  f'ortage,  in  an  hour  reached  second  lake,  three- 
fouiths  of  a  mile,  of  no  great  breadth — ^padilled  through  the  rushes  to  the  mouth 
of  large  creek  into  which  we  went — after  500  yards  it  inclined  backwards,  here 
we  landed  ;  after  much  difficulty  found  portage,  came  to  third  lake,  encamped 
here.  15th.  From  opposite  side  of  lake,  land  rose  to  a  ridge  of  hills  over  which 
appeared  the  mountain  ;  crossed  a  savanna — passed  through  woods  to  second 
savanna,  following  a  small  stream,  we  reached  the  river  about  60  yards  in  lireadth. 
l6th.  Ascended  river  in  two  leagues,  passed  mountain,  river  with  many  windings, 
ascended  river  to  forks.  17th,  iSth.  Ascended  river,  meeting  falls  and  rapids, 
the  river  greatly  diminished,  passed  through  two  lakes  entirely  surrounded  with 
mountains,  the  current  easily  perceivable  at  outlet,  entered  rivulet,  we  were 
here  four  leagues  from  lake  Megantic.  19th.  Entered  upon  the  portage,  passed 
through  three  lakes,  which  considerably  aided  us.  Bidding  adieu  to  the  southern 
waters,  our  ascent  was  considerable.  Walking  two  miles  we  gained  the  greatest 
height  and  commenced  to  descend,  in  three  miles  came  to  a  small  tributary. 
Soon  arrived  at  river  Megantic,  a  large  brook,  over  which  canoes  made  great 
progress.  Passed  four  miles  down  river,  night  came  on,  but  we  rowed  on  two 
miles  further  &  reached  lake  Megantic,  wi.ere  we  camped.  July  20th.  W'e  found 
ourselves  on  lake  Megantic." 
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example  of  endurance  and  coura<^e.  Compared  to  the  many 
winter  marches  of  the  French  Canadians  wiiich  I  have  recorded 
in  my  previous  vohimes,  it  was  a  jjoor  affair,  and  merits  Uttle 
mention  as  a  tax  upon  strength.  Indeed,  it  would  not  be  my 
duty  in  any  way  to  dwell  upon  its  detail,  except  from  the 
misrepresentation  with  which  it  has  been  described.  It 
occurred  at  a  period  of  the  year  when  such  an  expedition  in 
the  days  of  youth,  strength,  and  love  of  adventure  is  regarded 
to  this  day  in  Canada  as  an  ordinary  "outing."  It  is  no  rare 
occasion  for  two  or  three  young  men,  good  canoesmen,  not 
afraid  to  trust  themselves  to  an  r.iitested  rapid,  to  leave  the 
beaten  paths  of  travel,  and  to  seek  for  freshness  of  spirit  and 
rude  health,  by  exploring  scenes  free  from  the  influence  of 
civilization,  yearly  becoming  more  difficult  to  reach.  Arnold's 
route  had  not  even  the  distinction  of  being  imperfectly 
known  ;  it  had  been  travelled  over  for  a  century,  and  was  the 
recognised  passage  of  communication  between  New  England 
and  Canada.  It  had  not  been  allowed  to  fall  into  forgetful- 
ness.  Murray,  when  administering  the  government  of  Quebec 
in  1 76 1,  wrote  *  that  he  had  undertaken  to  take  charge  of 
the  Chaudiere,  and  the  survey  was  far  advanced  to  fort 
Halifax. 

It  was  the  expedition  of  Montresor  to  which  I  have 
alluded.  Arnold  was  thus  enabled  to  start,  without  the  least 
hesitation  as  to  the  route  he  should  take.  The  season 
selected  was  the  most  favourable  in  the  year.  The  flies 
which  infest  the  woods  in  the  summer  months,  and  prove 
such  a  pest  to  the  fisherman  and  hunter,  had  disappeared. 
There  was  no  excessive  heat  to  tax  the  wayfarer  by  day  ;  if 
the  nights  were  sometimes  chilly,  there  was  plent>'  of  wood 
for  a  blazing  fire  to  be  made  before  the  camp,  protected  by  a 
covering  of  bush,  with  beds  built  up  of  young  hemlock 
boughs,  which  furnish  the  best  of  resting  places.  There  was, 
moreover,  little  political  mistrust  concerning  the  situation. 
Canada  had  been  carefully  prepared  to  throw  itself  into  the 
arms  of  congress.     The  Montreal  English  speaking  popula- 

*  Can.  Arch.,  Q.,  I.,  p.  6.     xMay  13111. 
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tion  was  regarded,  to  a  great  extent,  as  sustaining  the 
provincial  view;  and  it  was  thought  that  its  committee  of 
correspondence  at  Quebec  could  be  counted  upon  to  extend 
assistance  and  countenance  to  the  expedition.  The  French 
Canadians  were  looked  upon,  under  unfavourable  considera- 
tions, as  being  strictly  neutral,  and  if  no  aid  would  be 
rendered  by,  no  opposition  was  to  be  expected  from  them. 
The  influence  of  the  priests  was  known  to  be  on  the  side  of 
the  government;  but  it  was  considered  that  it  would  prove  of 
little  avail  before  the  appearance  of  a  strong,  well  organized 
force,  which  would  be  unopposed.  The  theory  of  Arnold,  and 
it  was  one  which  likewise  seems  to  have  guided  Washington, 
was  that  the  troops  of  congress  had  nothing  more  to  do  than 
shew  themselves  and  effect  a  junction  with  Schuyler,  at  that 
period  in  command,  when  the  gates  of  Quebec  would  be 
opened  by  the  sympathizers,  with  whom  he  was  in  corres- 
pondence.* Quebec  had  scarcely  a  soldier;  it  was  considered 
that  the  operations  which  were  being  carried  on  in  the  east 
of  the  province  on  the  Richelieu  would  make  all  opposition 
on  the  part  of  the  city  impossible,  and  that  the  place  would  be 
forced  to  surrender  before  relief  could  reach  it.  Everything 
depended  on  Arnold's  celerity  of  movement,  and  the  passive- 
ness  of  the  French  Canadians,  who  were  confidently  looked 
upon  as  certain  to  take  the  winning  side. 

The  expedition  consisted  of  ten  companies  from  New 
England,  and  three  companies  of  riflemen  from  Virginia  and 
Pennsylvania,  in  number  about  i  lOO  men,  and  was  supplied 
with  provisions  for  forty-five  days.  The  troops  assembled  at 
Cambridge  on  the  nth  of  September,  and  marched  to  New- 
bury, where  the  boats  were  taken  to  reach  the  Kennebec. 
The  force  landed  on  the  22nd,  and  proceeded  to  fort  Weston, 
the  present  Augusta,  and  at  this  place  was  organized  into 
four  divisions.     The  first  was  th.at  of  Morgan's  riflemen  :  the 

*  See  Washington's  instructions  to  Arnold,  Vol.  III.  of  his  correspondence, 
dated  Cambridge,  14th  of  September,  1775  ;  and  his  letter  to  Arnold  of  the  5th  of 
September,  in  which  he  writes  of  the  "insuperable  difiicuUies  "  which  have  been 
overcome.    Washington  hoped  that  Arnold  was  in  possession  of  Quebec. 
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second,  of  three  companies  under  ("irecn  and  lli^'elow;  tlie 
thirtl  under  Mii^^gs,  with  tlic  fourth,  constituting  tiie  rear-guard, 
under  Knos.  In  this  order  they  commenced  the  ascent  of 
the  Kennebec  ;  wlicre  rapids  intervened  the  hntrnii.:  were 
carried  by  land.  On  the  4th  of  October  tiiey  reached 
Norridgewock.  The  river  was  well  known  to  this  spot  ;  half  a 
century  back  the  Jesuit  Rasle  *  had  presided  over  Lliis  Indian 
settlement,  periodically  sending  out  hordes  of  Abenakis  to 
destroy  the  homesteads  of  New  ICngland  on  the  newly  occu- 
pied land.  In  1724,  the  place  was  attacked  ;  Rasle,  and 
several  of  the  chiefs,  most  persevering  in  their  hostility,  were 
killed,  the  church  burned,  and  the  settlement  uprooted. 

Proceeding  up  the  Kennebec  on  the  loth,  the  force  reached 
the  mouth  of  the  Dead  river  ;  tlie  tributary  to  be  ascended. 
There  was  a  broken  portage  of  a  series  of  rapids,  with  some 
intervals  of  quiet  water,  over  which  the  bateaux  had  to  be 
taken.  The  Dead  river  was  eighty-three  miles  in  length 
before  its  .sources  were  reached  on  the  high  land.  The  diffi- 
culties experienced  could  have  been  only  of  an  ordinary 
character;  for,  in  fourteen  days,  the  summit  high  lands  had 
been  crossed,  the  portages  made,  and  the  stream  leading  to 
lake  Megantic  descended.  The  fact  is  established  by  two 
intercepted  letters  of  Arnold.  They  were  entrusted  to  an 
Indian  ;  whether  he  was  taken  prisoner,  or  gave  up  the  letters 
to  persons  in  authority,  is  not  known.  Both  were  dated  the 
13th  of  October  from  Dead  river.  One  was  to  a  John  Mer- 
cier,  stating  that  Arnold  was  on  the  march  to  Quebec  with 
2,000  men  to  co-operate  with  Schuyler,  and  that  he  looked 
for  assistance  from  their  brethren  in  Canada,  as  the  expedi- 
tion had  been  undertaken  at  the  request  of  many  of  the 
principal  inhabitants.  The  second  letter  was  to  Schuyler 
reporting  the  progress  he  had  made. 

On  the  27th,  the  expedition  had  reached  the  Chaudiere 
pond,  as  it  was  then  called.  From  this  point  Arnold  wrote 
to  Washington.  After  passing  through  lake  Megantic,  a 
stretch  of  water   sixteen   miles  in   length,  with  an  average 

*  Ante,  Vol.  III.,  p.  192. 
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breadth  of  two  miles,  he  reached  the  Cliaudierc,  and  on 
undertaking  the  descent  of  some  of  the  first  rapids,  three 
bateaux  laden  with  provisions  and  ammum'tion,  owing  to  bad 
pilotage  or  mismanagement,  were  sunk.  The  conse(iuence 
was  that  the  men  suffered  from  shortness  of  provisions.  The 
division  of  colonel  ICnos  had  been  left  in  the  rear.  Evidently 
his  numbers  had  been  increased  by  those  who  were  invalid, 
ailing,  and  unable  to  go  forwanl.  Arnold  sent  him  instruc- 
tions to  send  back  the  "sick  and  feeble;"  and  those  of  his 
command  who  could  be  supplied  with  fifteen  days'  provisions 
were  to  join  Arnoltl.  I'.nos  either  misconstrued  his  orders, 
or  was  unable  to  carry  them  out  from  the  want  of  provisions, 
and  he  returned  with  his  division  down  the  Kennebec.  This 
proceeding  has  been  called  "linos'  desertion."  He  was  tried 
for  so  acting,  but  was  honourably  acquitted.  The  inference 
is,  that  his  force  consisted  entirely  of  men  who  had  succumbed 
during  the  expedition,  Arnold  having  moved  forward  with 
all  who  were  in  good  condition. 

From  the  reduced  state  of  its  supplies,  the  expedition  was 
threatened  with  privation  ;  con.sequently,  Arnold,  dividing 
what  provisions  remained,  with  a  small  number  of  men 
descended  the  Chaudiere  to  the  last  Canadian  settlement 
from  the  Saint  Lawrence,  situated  at  a  short  distance  from 
the  junction  of  the  tributary,  the  river  du  Loup,  with  the 
Cluiudiere  "Sertignan,"  otherwise  known  as  the  "Touffe  aux 
Pins."  He  arrived  here  on  the  night  of  the  30th.  He  was 
received  most  hospitably,  and,  early  next  morning,  a  supply 
of  fresh  provisions,  flour  and  oxen  was  sent  to  the  detach- 
ment that  had  remained  at  the  Upper  Chaudiere.  The  few 
hours  of  straitened  supply  were  now  ended,  and  a  rapid, 
unembarrassed  descent  of  the  river  was  effected.  On  the  4th 
of  November,  the  remainder  of  the  force  reached  Sertignan  ; 
on  the  8th,  they  arrived  at  Point  Levis  opposite  Quebec. 
They  had  therefore  taken  forty-two  days  from  leaving  fort 
Halifax  on  the  Kennebec  to  reach  I'oint  Levis.  • 

The  stories  of  the  hardships  which  were  endured  may  be 
rejected  as  fables.     Tiiere  may  have  been  a  snowstorm  on 
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the  mountains  for  a  few  hours,  hut  it  passed  away.  It  is 
a  season,  also,  when  there  is  nuicli  rain  ;  hut,  in  the  main, 
Octoher  is  a  remarivahly  fine  month,  and  anyone  with  any 
knowleilt^e  of  Canailian  nieteoroloL,')-  can  (jiiiy  laujfli  at  the 
description  of  the  siiow-covcred  mountains  at  this  season. 
Kven  north  of  the  Saint  Lawrence,  one  humh-ed  miles  below 
Quebec,  suow  scklom  appears  on  the  mountains  to  remain 
there  before  "la  Sainte  Catherine,"  the  25th  of  November. 
The  early  days  of  that  month  in  Quebec  are  j,'enerally  fine 
weather,  and  it  is  only  of  few  hours'  duration  when  such  fails 
to  be  the  case.  Some  idea  may  he  formed  of  these  com- 
plaints when  we  find  Thayer,  in  his  jr)iiriial,  recording  on  the 
28th  of  September  that  "  it  bej^ins  to  be  coltl  and  uncom- 
fortable." The  season,  indeed,  is  one  of  the  most  enjoyable 
of  the  year  to  men  in  health  and  properl)-  clad.  Nor  was 
there  contimied  shortness  of  food.  Arnold  made  no  such 
report  in  his  letter  either  to  VVashiiiLjton  or  to  Montfjomcry, 
On  Arnold's  descent  of  the  Chaudiere  on  the  30th,  he  left 
the  troops  with  a  limited  stocU  of  provisions,  and  we  have  his 
own  words,  that,  on  the  morning  of  the  31st,  parties  started 
with  a  liberal  su[)pl}' for  their  relief  Had  \.\\c  /laHtants  oi\ 
the  Chaudiere  refused  to  assist  the  congress  trooi)s,  the  case 
would  have  been  different.  Arnold's  party  would  have  been 
in  a  desperate  condition  ;  but  the  French  Canadians  looked 
upon  the  British  cause  as  lost,  and  gave  the  invaders  every 
assistance.  Indeed,  they  acted  as  if  they  believed  that  there 
was  no  refuge  for  them  but  in  the  acceptance  of  Anujld's 
force,  as  the  advance  guard  of  their  future  rulers. 

Arnold  established  himself  at  Point  Levis  to  recruit  the 
strength  of  his  men.  They  were  about  800  in  number. 
From  being  unused  to  the  iluty  they  had  performed,  several 
had  suffered  from  the  fatigue  of  ascending  the  river  and  from 
the  labour  d  the  por/a^i^cs,  and  from  what  was  to  many  a 
privation,  insufficiency  of  good  food,  with  e.xposure  to  rain 
and  damp.  lie  found  the  canoes  removed  from  I'oint  Levis 
and  from  the  island  of  Orleans.  The  fact  suggested  to 
him  that  his  presence  was  known,  and  preparation  made  to 
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receive  him ;  consequently,  he  hesitated  to  make  any  attack 
without  INIontgomcry's  co-opdation.  On  the  <Sth,  Arnold 
wrote  from  his  camp  at  Saint  Marie,  two  and  a  half  leagues 
from  Point  Levis.  He  then  stated  that  he  had  been  joined 
by  forty  Indians  and  had  there  under  his  control  twenty 
birch  canoes.  All  the  Canadians  had  received  him  with 
extreme  friendliness.  He  had  been  informed  that  two 
frigates  and  several  armed  vessels  were  at  Quebec,  and  that 
150  recruits  had  arrivetl  from  St.  John's,  Newfoundland,  the 
last  Sund^iy,  the  5th.  The  French  and  iMiglish  inhabitants 
were  all  on  the  side  of  congress,  and  he  expected  the  city 
would  soon  rail  into  their  hands.  A  letter  of  the  same 
character  was  sent  to  Washington.* 

Bcrthelot  tells  us  that  the  news  of  Arnold's  advance  + 
reached  Quebec,  when  he  was  two  miles  from  Point  Levis; 
the  lieutenant  governor  Cramahe  had  therefore  time  to  take 
possession  of  the  boats  and  small  craft  on  the  opposite  shore 
and  at  the  island  of  Orleans.  Without  this  impediment  to 
Ai'nold's  crossing  the  river,  the  probability  is  he  would  have 
entered  the  city  with  little  opposition.  It  is  said  that  one 
Williams  ascended  the  pulpit  in  the  l^ishop's  chapel  and 
made  a  long  addres=  in  favour  of  giving  up  the  place. 
Colonel  Maclean,  who  had  arrived  on  the  12th,  on  proceed- 
ing to  the  upper  town,  heard  of  the  meeting  and  entered 
the  church.  He  caused  Williams  to  discontinue  his  address 
and  descend  from  the  pulpit,  and  his  appeal  was  effectual  in 
preventing  this  cowardly  advice  being  accepted. 

There  were  in  the  first  instance  great  disquietude  and 
alarm  in  the  city,  for  it  was  poorly  provided  with  the  means 
of  defence.  The  only  force  was  that  of  Maclean,  who  had 
arrived  with  one  hundred  men  of  his  newly  raised  corps 
and  one  hundred  recruits  for  his  regiment  raised  in  New- 
foundland by  captain  Campbell  and  Malcolm  Frazer,  lately 
landed  ;  with  some  sixty  young  soldiers  of  the  7th  fusiliers. 
There  were  present,  however,  the  two  war  ships  the  "Lizard" 

*  Can.  Arch.,  ().,  II,  pp.  329-331. 
f  Verreaull,  p.  235. 
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and  "Hunter."  A  council  of  war  was  called  ;  it  was  resolved 
without  a  dissentient  voice  that  the  ships  should  winter  in 
Quebec,  and  the  crews  be  taken  to  increase  the  <^arrison,  and 
the  place  be  defended  to  the  last.  An  embargo  was  laid 
upon  all  the  ships  in  port,  many  of  which  were  on  the  point 
of  sailin<^;  their  seamen  were  enrolled  with  the  other  troops. 
The  inhabitants  were  called  upon  to  aid  in  the  general  resist- 
ance. At  the  commencement,  the  French  Canadians  were 
somewhat  lukewarm,  but,  as  the  l^ritish  set  the  example  of 
doing  their  duty,  they  came  forward  readily.  About  330  men 
were  thus  obtained,  with  the  determination  of  resolutely 
opposing  the  threatened  attack. 

Arnold  crossed  the  river  on  the  14th  of  November,  landing 
at  Wolfe's  cove  and  established  himself  at  Sillery.  On  the 
same  day  he  sent  a  messenger  to  the  city,  demanding  its  sur- 
render. The  letter  was  delivered.  On  the  following  morning 
he  again  wrote  to  Cramahe  complaining  that  his  flag  had  been 
fired  upon  :  he  received,  however,  no  answer  to  his  com- 
munications. Arnold  remained  some  few  days  at  Sillery,  but 
being  without  artillery,  and  fearing  that  he  would  be  attacked 
from  the  city,  he  resolved  to  retreat  to  point  aux-Trcmbles, 
twenty  miles  east  of  Quebec,  and  await  Montgomery's 
arrival.  He  had  arrived  only  a  short  time  at  this  place 
when  Carleton  passed  on  his  way  to  Quebec,  on  the  19th. 

Such  was  the  position  of  the  province  of  Canada  at  the 
close  of  November,  1775.  The  only  scrap  of  territory  which 
remained  under  British  rule  was  the  city  of  Quebec  within 
the  ramparts.  The  troops  of  congress  held  the  forts  of  Saint 
John's  and  Chambly:  they  were  in  pos.session  of  the  city  of 
Montreal,  which  had  submitted  to  their  authority,  and  Three 
Rivers  had  accepted  the  new  rule.  The  country  parishes 
were  not  in  every  respect  satisfied,  but  any  hostility  which 
existed  in  those  localities  in  no  way  gave  ground  for  an\' 
serious  anxiety.  There  was  a  strong  loyalist  party  among 
the  French  Canadians,  but  the  great  body  of  them  had  given 
no  aid  in  the  defence  of  the  country.  South  of  the  Saint 
Lawrence,  the  majority  had  taken  part  with  Montgomery's 
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troops,  and  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Montreal  they  had  been 
indifferent  and  kikewarm  even  when  service  was  accepted  by 
them.  The  general  feeling  may  be  described,  that,  for  the 
most  part,  they  looked  on  to  see  which  was  the  stronger 
side.  This  was  the  more  remarkable  since  there  was  a  tradi- 
tional hatred  of  the  "liastonnois,"  as  the  congress  troops 
were  called,  and  there  was  little  doubt  that  every  institution 
of  the  past  was  threatened  by  their  success. 

The  fact  is  a  curious  commentary  on  the  political  cry  so 
long  the  shibboleth  of  French  Canadiaij  political  orthodo.xy, 
"  fioirc  laiigiie,  iios  institutions,  et  nos  /ois."  It  is  not  heard  so 
much  nowadays,  except  from  young  and  ambitious  politicians 
desirous  of  flattering  the  prejudices  of  their  countrymen,  by 
the  cant  of  extolling  to  the  verge  of  folly  what  to-day  would 
be  found  to  be  insupportable.  Three  quarters  of  a  century 
back  it  was  the  accepted  key-note  of  political  fitlelity.  .  In 
1775,  it  was  the  very  dread  of  reverting  to  those  institutions, 
of  having  again  to  submit  to  the  arrogance  and  power  of  the 
seigneurs,  and  the  exacting  authority  of  a  dominant  church, 
which  led  so  many  l-'rench  Canadians  to  acccpt]the  promises 
made  by  the  invaders,  of  a  future  assured  condition  of  liberty 
and  freedom  ;  the  two  words  constantly  prominent  in  the 
speech  and  writings  of  the  advocates  of  the  revolution.  It 
may,  however,  be  safely  affirmed  that  there  was  never  greater 
tyranny  than  that  exercised  by  the  majority  who  advocated 
independence.  At  no  time,  was  mercy  shewn  to  any  one 
attached  to  the  coinicction  with  the  mother  country.  The 
number  ot  tliose  professing  these  opinions  in  the  old  provinces 
was  still  large,  and  earnest  in  feeling;  but  overpowered  by  the 
outrages  of  the  mob,  paraly/.ed  froin  want  of  leaders,  with  no 
rallying  i)oint,  without  orgam'zed  means  of  resistance,  without 
strength  to  vindicate  their  o[)inions,  they  were  subjected  to 
unceasing  persecution.  There  was  no  one  to  call  out  this 
latent  strength,  and  no  effort  was  made  by  the  imperial 
government  to  aggregate  and  direct  it.  On  the  other  side  all 
was  vigour  and  effort,  while  intimidation  was  incessantly  exer- 
cised, and  the  political  agitation  was  unremittingly  persevered 
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m'ii.  There  was  a  constant  appeal  to  the  glaring  wrong  and 
injustice  which  the  people  were  tokl  thc\'  suffcrcci,  and  arti- 
fice and  violence  were  constantly  practised  to  advance  the 
cause  of  the  revolution. 

The  French  Canadians  became  dupes  to  this  pretension. 
Tliey  had  enjoyed  British  liberty  for  sixteen  years,  and  had 
learned  to  treasure  the  political  rights,  which,  for  the  first 
time  in  their  historj',  the)'  had  posses.scd.  There  was  no 
grievance  of  which  they  complained;  they  had  become  pros- 
perous and  comparatively  rich.  It  was  not  resentment  of 
any  past  injustice,  but  the  fear  of  coming  wrong  wiiich  had 
arrayed  them  against  the  flag  to  which  they  owed  allegiance. 
They  iiad  been  made  to  believe  that  the  government  would 
revert  to  the  ancient  sj'stem  thcj'  had  groaned  under  before 
the  conc]ucst.  What  was  stranger  still  in  the  character  of 
their  hostility  was,  that  the  agitators  who  had  called  forth 
this  disloyal  feeling,  by  their  constant  nu'srepresentation  as 
to  the  influence  of  the  Quebec  act,  were  those  who  were  pre- 
pared to  sacrifice  the  French  Canadians  in  every  relation  of 
life.  It  must  never  be  forgotten,  that  they  had  demanded 
the  legislature  should  be  formed  from  the  few  hundred 
protestants  bent  on  destroying  the  language,  laws  and 
religion  of  the  new  subjects,  while  the  British  government 
had  unflinchingly  acted  on  the  principle,  that  it  would  be  a 
gross  injustice  to  consider  the  ciuestion  in  any  other  light 
than  as  one  on  which  the  great  majority  of  the  Can.idians 
should  themselves  adjudicate  This  paternal  care  of  the  new 
subject  was  primarily  the  wrong  complained  of  by  the  luiglish 
speaking  inhabitants,  and  was  the  cause  that  many  of  them 
acted  in  ope.n  hostilit)-.  Nothwithstanding  this  assumed 
grievance  on  their  side,  by  cunning  and  misrepresentation 
they  succeetied  in  leading  many  of  the  h'rench  Canadians  to 
accept  their  view,  that  a  wrong  had  been  done  to  the  province 
by  the  Quebec  act,  of  which  the  effect  wcnild  be  to  throw  the 
government,  as  of  old,  into  the  hands  of  the  st-i]g7/(/(rs,  and  that 
the  habitants  would  themselves  drift  back  to  the  oppressive 
times  of  corvccs,  compulsory  service,  and  the  harsh  features 
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of  former  clays.     Had  the  English  speaking  minority  been' 
suffered   to  act   as  oppressors,  as   far  as   they  were  capable, 
they  would    have    been  loyal  defenders  of  the   government 
which  conceded  the  right  of  persecution. 

That  the  few  men  who  accompanied  Montgomery  were 
enabled  to  conquer  Canada,  with  the  exception  of  Quebec, 
and  hold  the  country  for  six  months,  would  be  inexplicable, 
but  for  the  facts  that  I  have  given.  There  were  only  nine 
hundred  regular  troops,  for  the  defence  of  the  whole  province. 
Among  the  ICnglish  speaking  [)opulation,  there  was  a  feeling 
of  active  sympathy  with  the  cause  of  congress.  The  Canadian 
luxhitants  generallj'  were  neutral,  or  favoured  the  invaders. 
There  was  a  strong  party  among  them  loyal  to  British  institu- 
tions as  they  had  been  established  ;  especially  the  ecclesiastics, 
and  the  higher  and  professional  classes.  They  possessed, 
however,  but  little  influence. 

It  is  simply  a  duty  to  record  that  this  feeling  passed 
rapidly  away,  and  never  again  obtained  activity.  During  the 
period  of  the  whole  struggle,  the  French  Canadians  remained 
attached  to  the  Hritish  government,  and  no  encouragement 
was  given  for  a  second  invasion  of  the  province.  It  is  true 
that  the  weight  of  the  contest  in  the  colonies  called  forth  all 
the  efforts  of  the  troops  of  congress  in  New  York  and  in  the 
south  ;  but  the  probability  is,  that  had  the  opportunity  again 
presented  itself  to  have  detached  Canada  from  its  connection 
with  Great  Britain,  the  attempt  would  have  been  made. 

Carleton  saw  all  the  difficulty  of  the  situation  in  which  he 
was  placed.  He  wrote  to  Dartmouth,  that  he  found  during 
his  absence  everything  possible  had  been  done  for  the  defence 
of  Quebec.  If  the  people  in  the  town  and  the  seamen  could 
be  depended  upon,  the  place  could  hold  out  ;  but  there  were 
so  many  traitors  within,  that  it  was  doubtful,  t(^  say  nothing 
worse. 

A  vessel  left  Quebec  carrying  the  news  to  England,  with 
the  resolution  that  it  had  been  determined  to  defend  the  place 
to  the  utmost.    One  line  of  conduct  was  followed  by  Carleton 

*  Can.  Arch.,  Q.,  ii,  p.  318. 
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which  Cramahc  had  hesitated  to  take,  notwithstanding  that 
repeated  representations  had  been  made  to  liim  of  the 
disloyalty  of  certain  men.  Such  as  these  were  ordered  by 
Carleton  immediately  to  leave  the  town.  On  their  departure 
the  cabals  ceased,  and  there  was  a  common  desire  of  all  who 
remained,  to  do  their  dut\'  regardless  of  any  personal  priva- 
tion or  exposure  to  hardship.  * 

The  narrative  of  the  months  of  humiliation  which  Canada 
endured  from  the  conquest  of  the  province  by  a  few  hundred 
of  the  troops  of  congress,  the  wrong  the  province  suffered  b\' 
forced  requisitions  of  provisions  paid  for  in  worthless  paper 
money,  the  outraged  pride  of  a  people  treated  as  an  inferior 
race  by  those  who  had  marched  into  it  as  conquerors,  will  be 
incomplete  unless  an  endeavour  be  made  to  penetrate  the 
causes  owing  to  wiiich  Canada  underwent  this  degradation. 

Three  independent  causes  may  be  mentioned.  The  first, 
the  imbecile  policy  followed  by  the  ministry  of  lord  North, 
putting  out  of  view  the  necessity  of  garrisoning  the  province. 
While  lioston  was  filled  with  troops,  to  remain  cooped  up  in 
the  town  to  fail  in  all  they  undertook,  to  remain  itUe  and 
without  account  in  the  convulsions  of  the  continent,  Canada 
was  left  perfect!}'  exposed  to  invasion.  Nevertheless,  such 
was  the  ignorance  of  the  condition  of  the  province  that  it 
was  proposed  to  raise  Cooo  recruits  from  a  population,  of 
whom  but  a  few  score  would  pull  a  trigger  in  tiic  defence  of 
their  own  homes. 

This  deplorable  mistake  might  have  been  rectified  if  an 
admiral  other  than  Graves  had  been  at  Boston.  His  refusal 
to  furnish  transports  for  the  force  asked  for  by  Carleton  was 
a  .scandalous  disregard  of  duty  not  to  be  explained  awa}'. 
We  have  only  to  conceive  that  if  the  schooner  "Success,"  in 
October,  instead  of  bringing   Ihnve's  indignant  explanation 

*  Colonel  Caldwell  s.iy.s  011  tins  ])oint  in  his  letter  of  I5tli  June,  I'J'/d,  suiipo-.c(l 
to  he  a(lilies>e(l  to  gciiei.il  .Murray  (Hist.  Soc,  (Quebec,  ]).  6)':  "  The  lioiifields 
left  the  town  on  that  occasion,  Wells,  Zachary  McCauley,  Murdoch  Stewart, 
John  McCord  and  several  others,  amongst  whom  were  four  or  five  of  the  militia 
officers  apiminted  by  Cramalie. " 
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of  his  inability  to  furnish  the  troops,  had  been  accompanied 
by  transports  carrying  two  liritish  regiments,  how  different 
would  have  been  the  result  at  Saint  John's.  As  fast  as  boats 
could  have  been  propelled  by  oars,  they  would  have  ascended 
to  Sorel,  and  by  the  river  Richelieu  to  Saint  John's.  In  a 
few  hours  Montgomery's  force  would  have  been  driven  into 
lake  Champlain,  or  wouki  have  surrendered  as  pri.soners  of 
war.  It  must  ever  remain  the  epitaph  of  Graves  that  his 
timidity,  and  want  of  proper  conception  of  what  he  owed  to 
his  countr)',  led  to  the  misfortunes  of  Canada  in  the  winter 
that  ensued ;  conduct  on  his  part  never  to  be  forgotten  or  for- 
given. But,  even  with  this  shortcoming,  a  chance  remained 
that  Montgoinery  would  have  failed  in  his  enterprise,  and 
on  the  ap[)roach  of  winter  have  abandoned  the  siege.  That 
he  remained  to  effect  the  surrender  of  the  fort  was  through 
the  cowardice  of  major  Stopford  at  Chambly,  who  by  his 
surrender  placed  in  Montgomery's  possession  powder  and 
provisions,  by  which  the  offensive  operations  could  be  con- 
tinued. 

It  was,  indeed,  fortunate  for  Canada,  that  a  man  of  Carle- 
ton's  genius  was  at  the  head  of  affairs.  lie  saw  the  true  key 
of  the  situation  was  the  possession  of  Quebec.  So  long  as 
there  was  hope  that  the  then  western  part  of  Canada  could 
be  held,  he  remained  at  his  post.  It  was  only  with  difificulty 
he  arrived  at  Quebec,  to  inspire  with  fortitude  and  decision 
the  few  who  remained  within  its  walls.  It  was  the  fourth 
siege  which  Quebec  underwent ;  Phips,  Wolfe  and  de  Ldyis 
had  at  the  several  periods  led  an  array  against  it.  In  no  one 
instance  were  the  operations  of  less  importance.  The  posses- 
sion of  Quebec  during  the  winter  of  1/75- 1776,  was  to 
determine  who  was  to  be  the  future  master  of  Canada.  Held 
by  the  congress  troops  during  tiie  winter,  under  a  soldier  so 
distinguished  and  experienced  as  Montgomery,  it  is  hard  to 
tell  what  would  have  been  the  fate  of  the  fortress,  if  attacked 
in  the  ensuing  spring,  by  the  reinforcements  which  arrived 
from  England. 

It  is  mere  speculation  to  consider  what   the  result  would 
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have  been;  but  it  may  be  said,  the  contest  before  its  walls 
would  have  greatly  influenced  events.     Carleton  shewed  hi, 

to  desp,se  I  ,s  enemy,  for  Arnold  was  only  formidable  when 
h.  personal  courage  could  act  as  an  example.  It  was  hi, 
ole  m.htary  merit.  His  passive  attitude  before  the  walls  of 
the  cty  only  led  Carleton  to  count  the  days  to  the  tin.c  when 
he  would  dnve  the  ill-disciplined  force  before  him  like  a  flock 
of  sheep.     S„  long  as  the  British  standard  stood  on  the  walls 

live  t'h'r  ri '  ■'•''  "■°""  ™"°'  ="" '-"-  ■>-  =<»■"«  o 

he  ear  h  if  '"^  """"  ■■"  '"--"•''le  strength,  so  that,  ,vhe„ 
the  earth  m  spnng  had  renewed  her  youth,'  he  could  purge 
the  provnce  of  .ts  ,„vaders,  and  restore  the  pre-eminence  of 
Lrieat  Britain  in  all  its  power. 


*  O,  lass  den  Kaiser  Friede,  machen  Vatei^T~ 
Den  blufgen  Lorbeer  geb  'ich  hin  mit  Freuden 
Furs  erste  Veilchen,  das  der  Marz  uns  bringt, 
Das  duftige  pfand  der  neuverjungten  Erde. 

.Schiller  :  Die  Piccolomini. 

Oh,  let  the  emperor  make  pe.ice,  my  faiher 
The  bloodstained  laurel  would  I  give  will,  joy 
For  the  first  violet  which  spring  will  bring 
The  perfumed  pledge,  earth  has  renewed'her  youth 
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The  following  is  the  English  text  of  Wasiiington's  proclamation  confided  to 
Arnold.  It  is  taken  from  The  Writings  of  George  Washington,  collected  by 
Wonhington  Chauncey  Kord,  1889.     Vol.  III.,  pp.  126-127, 

To  THE  Inhabitants  ok  Canaim. 
Frieniis  and  Brethrei><  : 

The  unnatural  contest  between  the  English  colonies  and  Great  liritain  has 
now  risen  to  such  a  height,  that  anns  alone  must  decide  it.  The  Colonies,  confid- 
ing in  the  justice  of  their  cause,  and  the  purity  of  their  intention,  have  reluctantly 
ai>pealed  to  that  IJeing,  in  whose  hands  are  all  human  events.  He  has  hitherto 
smiled  upon  their  virtuous  efforts,  the  hand  of  tyramiy  has  been  arrested  in  its 
ravages,  and  the  liritish  arms,  which  have  slione  with  so  much  splendor  in  every 
part  of  the  globe,  are  now  tarnished  with  disgrace  and  disappointment.  Generals 
of  approved  experience,  who  bo.istcd  of  subduing  this  great  continent,  find  them- 
selves circumscribed  within  the  limits  of  a  single  city  and  its  suburbs,  suffering  all 
the  shame  and  distress  of  a  siege,  while  the  free-born  sons  of  America,  animated 
by  the  genuine  principles  of  liberty  and  love  of  their  country,  with  increasing 
union,  firmness,  and  discipline,  repel  every  attack,  and  despise  every  danger. 

Above  all  we  rejoice  that  our  enemies  have  been  deceived  with  regard  to  you. 
They  have  persuadeil  themselves,  they  have  even  dared  to  say,  that  the  Canadians 
were  not  capable  of  distinguishing  between  the  blessings  of  liberty,  and  the 
wretchedness  of  slavery  ;  thai  gratifying  the  vanity  of  a  little  circle  of  nobility 
would  blind  the  people  of  Canada.  \iy  such  artifices  they  hope  to  bend  you  to 
their  views,  but  they  have  been  deceived  ;  instead  of  finding  in  you  a  poverty  of 
soul  and  baseness  of  spirit,  they  see  with  a  chagrin,  equal  to  our  joy,  that  you  are 
enlightened,  generous,  and  virtuous  ;  that  you  will  not  renounce  your  own  rights, 
or  serve  as  instruments  to  ileprive  your  fellow  subjects  of  theirs.  Come  then,  my 
brethren,  unite  with  us  in  an  indissoluble  union,  let  us  run  together  to  the  same 
goal.  We  have  taken  up  arms  in  defence  of  our  liberty,  our  property,  our  wives, 
and  our  children  ;  we  are  determined  to  preserve  them,  or  die.  We  look  forward 
with  pleasure  to  that  day,  not  far  remote,  we  hope,  when  the  inhabitants  of 
America  shall  have  one  sentiment,  and  the  full  enjoyment  of  the  blessings  of  a  free 
government. 

Incited  by  these  motives,  and  encouraged  by  the  advice  of  many  friends  of 
liberty  among  you,  the  grand  American  Congress  have  sent  an  army  into  your 
province,  under  the  command  of  general  .Schuyler,  not  to  plunder,  but  to  protect 
you  ;  to  animate,  and  bring  into  .iction  those  sentiments  of  freedom  you  have 
disclosed,  and  which  ihe  tools  of  despotism  would  extinguish  through  the  whole 
creation.  To  co-operate  with  this  design,  and  to  frustrate  those  cruel  and 
perfidious  schemes,  which  would  deluge  our  frontiers  with  the  blood  of  women 
and  children,  I  have  detached  Colonel  Arnold  into  your  country,  with  a  part  of 
the  army  under  my  command.  I  have  enjoined  it  upon  him,  and  I  am  certain 
that  he  will  consider  himself,  and  act,  as  in  the  country  of  his  patrons  and  best 
friends.  Necessaries  and  accommodations  of  every  kind,  which  you  may  furnish, 
he  will  thankfully  receive  and  render  the  full  value.     I  invite  you  therefore  as 
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friends  and  brethren,  to  provide  l.im  with  such  supplies  as  your  country  affords  ; 
and  I  pledge  myself,  not  only  for  your  safety  and  security,  but  for  an  ample  com- 
pensation. Let  no  man  desert  his  habitation  ;  let  no  one  flee  as  before  an  enemy. 
The  cause  of  America,  and  of  liberty,  is  the  cause  of  every  virtuous  American 
citizen;  whatever  may  be  his  religion  or  descent,  the  United  Colon.es  know  no 
distinction  but  such  as  slavery,  corruption,  and  arbitrary  domuuon  m.iy  create 
Come,  then,  ye  generous  citi/.ens,  range  yourselves  under  the  standard  of  general 
lil,erty,  against  which  all  the  force  and  artifices  of  tyranny  wdl  never  be  able  to 

P'''-'''*'*''"  George  Washington. 
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The  following  proclamalion  was  issued  by  Woosicr,  shortly  after  his  appoint- 
ment to  the  command  at  Montreal.  As  I  can  learn  of  no  Knglish  example,  I 
append  it  in  French,  in  which  lan(<uage  it  was  issued. 

Al)X    IlAllITANIS    I)K    I. A    PROVINCK    DE   CANADA. 

•'Amis  kt  Comi-aiiuotes, 

"Notre  jirt'ccdenle  ailresse  vous  a  demontrc  nos  droits,  nos  griefs,  et  lea 
moyens  ijue  nous  avons  en  notre  pouvoir  et  <lont  nous  sommes  autorises  par  les 
constitutions  brilanniques  a  faire  usage  pour  niaintenir  les  uns  el  obtenir  justice 
des  autres.  ' 

"  Nous  vous  avons  aussy  expliciiic  i|ue  votre  lii)ertc,  votre  honneur  et  voire 
bonheur  sont  esseniiellement  et  ntce.isairement  lies  ii  I'afiaire  malheureuse  (pie 
nous  avons  etc  forces  d'entreprendre  ])our  le  souticn  de  nos  privileges. 

"  Nous  voyons  avec  joie  combien  vous  avez  ete  touches  par  les  remonstrances 
justes  et  c(iuiial)les  de  vos  amis  et  compatriotes  qui  n'ont  d'autres  viies  que  celle 
de  fortifier  et  d'ctablir  la  cause  de  la  liberie. 

"Les  services  que  vous  avez  deji  rendus  a  ceile  cause  commune  mcrilent 
notre  reconnoissance  et  nous  sentoiis  I'obligatioii  oil  nous  sommes  ile  vous  rendre 
le  reciproque. 

"Les  meilleures  causes  sont  sujettes  aux  uvenements,  les  contre-temps  sont 
inevitables,  tel  est  le  sort  de  rhumanili', —  Mais  les  aines  gt'ncreuses  (jui  sont 
eclaircies  et  echauflees  par  le  feu  sucre  de  la  lilierie,  lie  seront  p.is  decourag<''es 
par  de  tels  echecs  et  surmonteronl  tous  les  obstacles  ipii  pourront  se  trouver 
entre  eux  et  I'objet  jiiccieux  de  leurs  vceux. 

"  Nous  lie  vous  laisserons  pas  exposes  a  la  fureur  de  vos  ennemis  et  des 
notres.  Deux  bataillons  out  re9U  ordre  de  marcher  en  Canada — doiu  uiie  parlie 
est  deja  en  route,  on  leve  six  aulres  bataillons  dans  les  Colonies- Uiiies  pour  le 
meme  service — (jue  parliront  pour  voire  province  aussilot  ([u'il  sera  possiide,  et 
probablement  ils  arriveront  en  Canada  avant  ((ue  les  troupes  du  Minisieie  sous 
le  General  (iuy  Carielon  puissenl  recevoir  des  secours.  lin  outre  nous  avons 
fait  exp  Mier  les  ordres  iiecessaires  pour  faire  lever  deux  bataillons  clie/  vous. 
Voire  assistance  pour  le  soutien  et  la  conservation  de  la  liberie  americaine  nous 
c.iusera  la  plus  giande  satisfaction,  nous  nous  flallons  que  vous  saisirez  avec  zele  et 
empressemeiit  Tinstaiil  favorable  de  coopcier  au  succes  d'uiie  enterprise  aussi 
glorieuse.  .Si  des  forces  plus  considerables  sont  requises — ellcs  vous  seront  envoy- 
ees.  A  present  vous  devez  etre  conv.iincus  que  rien  n'est  plus  propre  h. 
assurer  nos  inlerels  et  vos  liberies  ipie  de  [)reiulre  des  mesures  efficaces  pour 
combiner  no's  forces  mutuelles — atiu  (jue  par  cetle  reunion  de  secours  et  de 
conseils  nous  puissions  eviter  les  elTorts  et  I'artifice  d'un  eniiemi  c|ui  cheiche  a  nous 
affoiblir  en  nous  divisaiil.  Pour  cet  etVet,  nous  vous  conseilloiis  et  vous  exhorloiis 
d'elablir  chez  vous  des  associations  en  vos  differeiiles  [jaroisses  de  la  nieme  natuie 
que  cedes  ([ui  out  ete  si  salutaires  aux  colonies-uiiies  d'elire  des  deputes  pour 
former  une  assemblee  provinciale  chez  vous,  ete  que  cetle  assemblee  noiume  des 
delegues  pour  vous  represenler  en  ce  Congres.  , 


494 


TIIK    IlISTOUV  or   CANADA. 


[.776 


"  Nous  nous  flattons  -le  toucher  a  I'heureux  mo.nenl  -Ic  v,-ir  .lisparotire  <le 
.UssMs  cette  terie  Tetemlanl  .Ic  la  lyrannie-ot  nous  espcrons  <in'il  ne  Irouvera 
autune  iilace  dans  rAincrique  SeptciUrioiiali:. 

"  Signi-  au  iiom  et  i)ar  oidre  ile  Congrcs. 

••John  Hancock,  President. 

••A  Philadeli'liia  le  24  Janvier,  I77<>-" 
[Verreault,  I.,  p.  99-] 
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